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BIG JAP LOSS DOUBTED
Port Arthur Repulse Not

Confirmed.

GIVEN NO CREDENCE

RUSSIAN "WAR OFFICE IN ABSO¬
LUTE IGNORANCE.

Japanese Minister in Washington Does

Not Believe Setback Was Sus¬

tained as Reported.

ST. PETERSBURG, May 24. 6 p.m..The
report, cabled to the Associated Press yes¬
terday. that the foreign office had received
a telegram from the Russian consul at
Che-Foo reporting that the Japanese had
made a land attack on Port Arthur and
had lost 15.000 men killed or wounded and
that the Russians had lost 8,000 men Is
true, but as nothing confirmatory has been
received from any other source, the report
is not given credence.
The consul in his telegram said his infor¬

mation was obtained from Chinese. The
war office has nothing to confirm his re¬

port.
At the Japanese legation today the re¬

port of an assault on Port Arthur with a
Subsequent loss of 15,000 Japanese was dis¬
credited as wholly unlikely If not quite im-

Cslble. It was said at the legation that
Japanese army In the locality of Port

Arthur Is by no means ready for an as¬
sault on the fortress. Only four days ago
the legation learned of the landing at
Taku-Bhan, and the fleet was not then pre¬
pared to assist from the sea any overt
fiction by the army. Until the fleet is
ready the minister believes that there will
be no general assault on the Russian
Works.
There may have been an engagement

there the legation Is willing to admit as
Only a possibility, but that the general as¬
sault on the fortress has been made Is not
given the least credence.
The fleet will be on hand when this is

contemplated, said the minister, and the
Very fact that it Is not at Port Arthur is,
they believe, conclusive proof of the fal¬
sity of the report.

CAN HOLD PORT ARTHUR

French Naval Attache Talks of Ex¬
isting Conditions.

ST. PETERSBURG. May 24.-Lleut.
Saint Palre, the French naval attache, said
^Oday In the course of an Interview with
the correspondent of the Associated Press:
"The last Japanese disaster makes it im¬

possible for Vice Admiral Togo to over¬
power the Port Arthur squadron. Port Ar¬
thur will hold out until the Baltic fleet ar¬
rives, and then the Russians will be able to
gain command of the sea."
The foreign office states that it has not

received any protest regarding the alleged
planting of mines by Rear Admiral Witt-
soeft outside the marine limit at Port Ar¬
thur.
The admiralty denies the report of the
pture of three Japanese cruisers by the
adlvostok squadron, which haB not been

Outside the harbor for several weeks.

ADVANCING FROM SONGCHIN.

Power of Lady Om, Korean Emperor's
Favorite, Waning.

SEOUL, May 24, 8:30 p.m..Further re¬

ports are being received that the Russians
are advancing along the Great South road
from Songchln. Koreans estimate their
number at about six hundred.
The Cossacks who fought with the

Koreans at Hamheung are supposed to
have retired to Changchln.
The latest reportB from Hamheung are

that the Russians burned 500 houses in the
Suburbs and partly destroyed the longest
bridge in Korea, which there spans the
Songchun river. Detached bodies of Rus¬
sian troops, which evidently lack mutual
Understanding, are continually appearing,
and they seem to have no definite purpose
other than that of harrying the country
people. MaJ. Takagl, the commander at
Gensan, apparently wearying of this con¬
tinued raiding, has sent a force north, the
Strength of which has not b^en stated and
which Is probably intended to garrison
Hamheung.
The Influence of Lady Om, the emperor's

favorite at Seoul palace, has recently
weakened. She Insisted upon the retention
in office of VI Yung Tal, the seller of pre¬
fectures, against the emperor's desires, to
the appointment of either Yl Chi Yong or
Sim Sang Hun, the home minister, to the
office. The emperor sharply rebuked her
foi Interference in state affairs and sug¬gested that she refrain from interfering in
politics. Many Koreans predict the end of
her power, which has lasted for over a de¬
cade.
The Japanese commiBsarlat is considera¬

bly annoyed over the unstablllty of the
rate of exchange between the Japanese yen
and Korean nickels. The government
mints are working overtime to pay the im¬
perial notes held by an American firm.

POURING INTO LIA0-YANG.
Gen. Kuropatkin Inspects Gates of the

City.
LIAO-YANG, Monday, May 23 (delayed in

transmission)..Trcops continue pouring into
Llao-Yang.
Dysentery In a mild form has broken out

South of Liao-Yang.
Gen. Kuropatkin today Inspected seven

new ctty gates, which will enable the garri-
fOn to more easily concentrate and meet an
attack on any side.
The < hlnese governor entertained the Rus¬

sian officers at dinner yesterday. The guests
Of honor were Gen. Kuropatkin and a Man-
Ohu Imperial prince.
Natives have brought In news from Feng-Wang-Cheng that choUra In a particularlyVirulent torm has broken out among theJapanese troops. In some cases death has

Occurred within three hours.

DENIED BY WAR OFFICE
Russian Officers Not Charged With

Selling Ammunition.
ST. PETER8RURG, May 24-5:35 p.m..The war office denies any knowledge of the

alleged charges against Lieut. Col. Korlln-
Sky and Staff Capt. Ignotowich of selling
government rifles and ammunition to Chi¬
nese. as reported by the Harbin correspond¬
ent of the Frankfurter Zeltung.
The director of the department of militaryStatistli s Informed the correspondent of theAssociated Press that he certainly wouldhave been Informed of such a serious case,

as It would have been submitted to the em¬
peror.

Dearth of Port Arthur News.
CHEFOO, May 24-10 p m.-No further

news had been received here from Port Ar¬
thur or the armies north of the Yalu river
Vp to the hour of filing this dlspatcK

The Republican National
Committee Begins Work.

PREPARING HANDBOOK
SPEECHES FOB CIRCULATION

BEING PUT IN SHAPE.

Bourke Cockran's Committal of the

Democratic Party to Pre® Trade

Will Be Widely Distributed.

The republican national committee has
started Its machinery for grinding out cam¬

paign literature and preparing the cam¬

paign handbook for the coming contest
The preliminary work is being carried on

under the direction of the executive com¬

mittee of the national committee, superin¬
tended by Secretary Elmer Dover. Speeches
for distribution later are being prepared
in the copy, although the printing of them
will not be authorised in large number un¬

til the new committee Is organized and the
new chairman takes his seat.
Some of the republican managers are

very much Interested in the character of the
literature which the opposition Is getting
up. The speech of Mr. W. Bourke Cock-
ran, In which, according to the claim of
the republicans, he boldly committed the

democratic party to the policy of free trade,
has been printed, and is now In circula¬
tion. The speech has attracted the atten¬
tion of the republican congressional cam-

palgn managers, who propose to aid in the
distribution of the document, strange as It
may seem that the republicans should cir¬
culate a democratic speech.
In large black type at the head of the

Cockran speech appear the words "The Is¬
sue of 1004." The following is one of the
paragraphs of the speech which has at¬

tracted the attention of the republicans,
and which they intend to give the widest
circulation among the wage-workers of the
country:

Bourke Cockran's Speech.
"The gentleman from Iowa has taunted

the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. Clark)
for saying he would like to see every cus¬

tom house shattered 'from turret to founda¬
tion stone." That line, sir, referred to Ten-

tallon Castle. Tentallon Castle was a feu¬

dal structure In Scotland, around which
waged constantly a tide of war and plun¬
der, as some men sought to enrich them¬

selves by seizing the property of others.
Tentallon Castle has fallen with the bar¬
barism and feudalism of the age which It
typified. I hall it, sir, as an auspicious fea¬
ture of this discussion that a phrase applied
to the feudal castle which has perished be¬
fore the march of civilization and the
spread of peace should be used to express
a hope tiiat the world may some day see

the disappearance of custom houses which
are survivals of a barbaric distrust which
tends to isolate men from each other and
to prevent them from uniting and co-oper¬
ating In the cultivation of the soil for the
b -nefit of each man. (Applause on the
democratic side.)
"What is the essential difference between

civilization and barbarism? Civilization
means the close Intercourse of men for

peaceful and productive co-operation; bar¬
barism means the isolation of men or else
their meeting in savage and destructive
conflict. Factories from whose chimneys
the smoke of industry rises like Incense to
heaven are outposts of civilization. It is
the fervid hope uf democrats that they be
multiplied.
"Fortresses and custom houses are the

twin relics of barbaric distrust which pre¬
vent profitable co-operation and encourage
wasteful plunder.
"Surely it is patriotic and humane as

well as democratic to cherish the hope that
ultimately this earth may be purged of
both." (Applause.)

Not Relished by the Democrats.
The foregoing is an extract from Mr.

Cockran's speech of April 23. There Is also
In circulation his speech of April 26, the
heading of which is as follows: "Subsidies
and Protection a Policy of Plunder.Cor-
ruptlon Its Inevitable Fruit.Calumny Its
Natural Weapon."
It was said today that the speeches are

being circulated by Mr. Cockran, who had
ordered 10,000 copies of each from the gov¬
ernment printing office. It Is known that
Mr. Cockran's free trade utterances were
not relished by some of the democratic
managers, and these managers, It Is said,
disapprove the circulation of the docu¬
ment.
However, as stated. In order to make sure

that the worklngmen of the country may
not lose the doctrines of Mr. Cockran, which
he claims in the policy of the democratic
pary and "The Issue of 1004," the republic¬
an congressional committee will use some of
their funds to put the speeches before the
public.

Chairman Cowherd Considering.
The democratic congressional committee

Is now getting settled in Its new quarters at
the Kiggs House. Today Chairman Cow¬
herd was in his office, which Is in the
northwest corner of the hotel looking out
on both lftth and Q streets.
Mr. Cowherd Is now considering the ques¬

tion of literature that is to be sent out in
the campaign. The committee will prob¬
ably decide what It will need for the early
months of the campaign by the 1st of
June.

KB. RUSSEIxL TO COME HOME.

Colombia Unwilling to Receive a Min¬
ister Prom This Country.

To the regret of the officials here the
Colombian government maintains Its at¬
titude of coldness toward the United States
and in spite of the unofficial efTorts of our
representatives to restore the diplomatic
relations to the old cordial basis, the Bo¬
gota government Insists on holding aloof.
It was supposed that when Mr. Russell,
charge at Panama, was appointed minister
to succeed Mr. Beaupre at Bogota the past
would be forgotten and with new represen¬
tation for the United States In Colombia
Dr. Herran would return to Washington
and there would be full restoration of the
diplomatic relations. Now, however, the
State Department has learned that an In¬
timation had been conveyed to Mr. Snyder,
United States charge at Bogota, that the
Colombian government would rather not
receive Mr. Russell as minister. It Is dis¬
tinctly stated that there Is nothing per¬
sonal to Mr. Russell In this attitude oy the
Colombians, for any minister would be ob¬
jectionable at this moment, but It Is simply
an Illustration of the resentment felt by
Colombia toward the United States. It Is
said at the State Department that Mr.
Russell will avail himself of a leave of
absence already granted to him to return
to his home In Washington and at the ex¬
piration of the legal time, if the Colombians
arc In the same state of mind, another, and
perhaps better, diplomatic post will be
found for Mr. Russell.

Col. Symons Kept in by Cold.
Colonel Symons, corps of engineers. In

charge of public buildings and grounds, is
confined to hla hone* by a cold.

THE

EYES ON PORT ARTHUR

RUSSIA BELIEVES THIS TO BE
JAPS' PRIMARY OBJECT.

Direct Attack on Gen. Kuropatkin's
Main Force Not Considered

Immediately Impending.

ST. PETERSBURG, May 24, 2 p.m..The
prevailing opinion at the headquarters of
the general staff is that the withdrawal of
the Japanese upon Feng- Wang-Cheng
means that the enemy has decided to cjg-
vote himself primarily to operations against
Port Arthur, and that the present object
of Gen. Kuroki, with the first army, sup¬
ported by Gen. Nadya with the third army
now landing near Taku-Shan, is to watch
Gen. Kuropatkin and prevent a move south¬
ward, which would take Gen. Oku and the
second army, on the Llao-Tung peninsula.
In the rear. A direct attack upon Gen.
Kuropatkin's main force apparently Is not
considered to be Impending. Nothing more
than outpost affairs are anticipated, al¬
though some of these may be quite san¬
guinary.
The Russian scouts are keeping In con¬

stant touch with the enemy, and thus far
the minor shlftings of the enemy's de¬
tachments west of the Tayang river and
northward of Mol-Ting-L,ing are considered
to be in the nature of screens. If the two
armieB of the Russian commander-in-chief
are trying to work a force around in the
rear of Gen. Kuroki or are planning a sur¬
prise, of course the fact is sedulously con¬
cealed here.

Rainy Season Causes Uneasiness.
Uneasiness is displayed at the near ap¬

proach of the rainy season, which will re¬
tard If not completely stop field opera¬
tions, although this plays directly into the
Russians' hands. The Russians will con¬
tinue to hold Nieuchwang, Kat-Chou and
Tashi-Chou until a move in force is made
towards Hai-Cheng with the object of cut¬
ting off the retirement of the force at Kal-
Chou, which Is sufficient to stand off an
ordinary force of the enemy and discourage
the landing of troops there or at Hiung-Yo-
Chen. The Japanese are not in force north
of Wafandian.
Apparently there is good warrant for the

belief that General Kuropatkin has a strong
line extending south from Llao-Yang and
west of Hal-Cheng, protecting an advance
upon Kal-Ohou and New-Chwang.
The Bourse Gazette Insists that nobody

in Europ© knows whether China will re¬
main neutral to the end of the war or
whether two powers, one Japan's ally and
the other friendly, will remain neutral dur¬
ing the peace negotiations.
The Russ says China's entrance* into the

conflict would be a signal for an advance
of the Russian forces in central Asia.

No Stokers Killed.
The report circulated by the St. Peters¬

burg correspondent of the Central News
that ten stokers were killed by an explo¬
sion yesterday on board the Russian battle
ship Orel at Cronstadt is absolutely de¬
nied.
The Novoe Vremya today printed the Paris

report of last week that Germany is en¬
deavoring to form an alliance between Rus¬
sia, Germany and Austria.

COL. MOSBT APPOINTED.

Made an Assistant Attorney in the
Department of Justice.

Col. John 8. Mosby has been appointed
an assistant attorney in the Department of
Justice at a salary of $2,400 a year. He
has been assigned to duty under Charles
W. Russell, the special assistant attorney
general who has charge of Insular affairs
In the Department of Justice. For a num¬
ber of years Colonel Mosby has been serv¬
ing as a special agent of the land office,
and until a few weeks ago his office was In
Alabama.
Colonel Mosby was practicing law in Vir¬

ginia in 1878, when he was appointed con¬
sul general at Hong Kong by President
Hayes. President Cleveland removed him
from Hong Kong In 1885, and he was the
flrBt Virginian to lose office under that ad¬
ministration. On leaving the Hong Kong
position Colonel Mosby found that he had
overpaid the United States $13,000, and he
sued for this amount. The Court of Claims
awarded him a verdict, and the Supreme
Court sustained the decision.

Personal Mention.
Lieut. Edward L. D. Boyle, a retired offi¬

cer of the British navy, who has spent some
time in Japan and the far east, Is In tills
city on his way home to England. He call¬
ed upon Acting Secretary Darling and sev¬
eral officers of the navy today.

The Collier Caesar Out of Commission.
The naval collier Caesar, which has been

run on a merchant basis, has been placed
out of commission at the Norfolk navy yard,
and aftor an overhauling will be recommis-
sloued with a naval personnel.

"DARK HORSE" AT ST. L

THE TWO CONVENTIONS
ALL REPUBLICAN DELEGATES

HAVE BEEN CHOSEN.

Proceedings of the Last May Be Re¬

peated.Only One-Fourth of Demo¬
crats Have Been Selected.

All the delegates to the rsptrbltoan nation¬
al convention have now been chosen. Of the
990 delegates of which the invention will
be composed, 774 have been Instructed for
Roosevelt and 200 are without Instructions,
kight districts, entitled to sixteen delegates,
have not reported.
Of the 200 delegates who axe without In¬

structions not one win cast a negative vote
on the ballot for the nomination of Roose¬
velt. Instructions w?re omitted in some
districts because it is the'custom of the
district, and in others b*«*.«ise no one
thought it necessary to instruct.
The republican convention *111 differ from

the democratic in that there -will be no com¬

plimentary votes for even; favorite sons.
Only one name will coipe before the meet¬
ing, and the vote will be unanimous. If the
precedent set four years ago, when there
was no opposition to William McKlnley, is
followed, there will be a roll cali.
The proceedings of the last national con¬

vention show that after the nominating
speeches had been made the permanent
chairman. Senator Lodge, ssld:
"If there are no more name* of candidates

to be presented the clerk will call the roll
of states. Each state, territory and the
District of Columbia as it Is called will an¬
swer through its chairman. Mating its vote
for our nominee for President of the United
States. The chair begs the convention and
the audience to preserve quiet while this
most solemn act is performed. This is put¬
ting in nomination a candidate for Presi¬
dent. The clerk will cnll the roll."
After the roll had been qalled the chair

announced that 928 votes ha0 been cast and
that William McKlnley had received 920
votes.
Only 484 of the 1,000 delegates to the

democratic national convention have been
chosen. State conventions will be held this
week as follows: Ohio, Alabama and Ten¬
nessee tomorrow; Maryland Thursday.

A SOURCE OF DANGER.

The Panama Canal Zone a Possible
Menace to Island Poasessions.

Dr. Richard P. Strong, director of the
biological laboratory at Manila, P. I., has
a paper in the fourth annual report of the
Philippine commission, about to be pub¬
lished by the bureau of Insular affairs,
showing how the Panama canal may be¬
come a factor In Introducing yellow fever
into our eastern possesion# and the entire
orient.
He shows that the Hawaiian Islands,

Guam and the Philippines 4yill be exposed
to the importation of cases'jif yellow fever
or of Infected stegomyla<, fasciata (the
mosquito that carries the fe*er) unless the
disease can be banished fram Panama.
The disease often tollo^m the lines of

commercial maritime travej and many In¬
stances are on record of the introduction
of the disease by vessels hSto hitherto un¬

infected regions. It does', not seem im¬
probable, therefore, s©yi at. Strong, that
unless extreme preoatfti$$s are taken
against vessels passing^i^} these regions
and bound for ports in tieftfry east, infect¬
ed ships, and even cases .-a# yellow fever
will be conveyed frOny above men¬

tioned cities to Honolulu, <if even directly
to Ouam, Hong Kong; sndfthe Philippine
Islands.

BARRED TO PERU.

Cannot Use the Amazon to Import
Arms and Ammunition.

The Brazilian legation J»as Deceived the
following communication from the Brazil¬
ian foreign office: <

"The Brazilian govemsii#t has prohibited
the transit of arms anfl' anrasunition for
Peru, through the £r^H4n port of the
Amazones. The navigation of the Amazones
was opened to all friendly flattens by Bra¬
zil in the year and, under the treaty
of commerce and navigation with Peru; of
October 10, 1891, Certain facilities were
granted her for the transit of various kinds
of merchandise. But it is understood that
these facilities only refer to lnrwcent trans¬
it, and In no way to tbst of elements of
aggression against Brazil and her citizens.
In this case, the conventional right of
transit, which Peru might claim for other
purposes, enters Into conflict with the natu¬
ral and absolute right of Brazil to prevent
a ,_.JTl? e future aggressions. By that
prohibition Brazil exercises the fundamen-

right of self-preservation, which can
prudently be resorted to, before the use of
reprisals."

Movements ot Nayal Vessels.
The Montgomery has arrffred at Colon, the

Culgoa at Penaacol*. the Wilmington at
Amoy i.nd the Frolic at Shanghai.
The battle shlr> Massachusetts ha3 arrived

at Hampton Roads on her way to Annapo-
11s, where she Is to taje. on a class of mid¬
shipmen for a practice cruise.

.OUIS.

TU BOOM PARKER
A LITERARY BUREAU ESTAB¬

LISHED IK THIS CITY.

Glowing Description of the Judge's
Personal Appearance Prepared for

the Use of Newspapers.

The Parker boom has made Its appear¬
ance in this city In a well-defined form.
This evidence of systematic and regular
work that Is going on In favor of the New
Tork Judge Is called "Coemogr&phlc," under
which name Is Issued a variety of literary
compilations in convenient form to be
copied In papers that are booming Judge
Parker for the nomination. Editors are In¬
formed that if they wish to obtain electro¬
types of pen and ink or half tone portraits
of Judge Parker they may do so by com¬
municating with the publishers of "Cosmo-
graphic."
The first article on Judge Parker is in re¬

lation to his regularity in voting for the
nominee of his party in last national elec¬
tion. A brief sketch of his career is given,which is succeeded by the following de¬
scription of his personal appearance:

Judge Parker's Appearance.
"Judge Parker Is six feet tall and a man

of giant strength. His shoulders are broad
and his chest deep. His muscles, developed
by hard work on the farm and by daily
horseback riding, are the muscles of an
athlete. He slopes perfectly as a man
should, from his shoulders to his feet, and
in spite of his nearly fifty-two years and
hie weight of 196 pounds his step is as light
as a boy's and he oan vault into the saddle
with ease.
"His face Is that of a country-bred man,

strong and full of color. The eyes are
large and of an agreeable brown; lion-like
eyes but for the kindly expression. One
notices the eyes first and then the Im¬
mense jaws and formidable round chin. The
lower part of the faoe is heavy, but not
brutal. It has a powerful line and outward
thrust that suggests tremendous will pow¬
er. The mouth is large and masculine, with
a thick lower lip. The upper teeth are
big, flat and white. The lower teeth are
smaller. The coarse, tawny mustache goes
well with the brilliant brown eyes and the
reddish brown hair.
"The judge's nose Is aquiline. He has

high cheek bones, but the characteristic is
not marked. His high, broad forehead
slopes back without a bump. It is a singu¬
larly symmetrical brow, showing penetra¬
tion, observation, ambition and energy.
The block head Is not large and is some¬
what straight, so that it does not balance
with the great jaws and the fighting chin.
"Nowhere in the face or head Is there a

suggestion of craft. Nor is there anything
sldewise or sly in the eyes. They look at
you straight. The practical and logical
dominate the Imaginative qualities.Impulse
is a slave to will. The lack of wrinkles
between the eyebrows and the smooth fore¬
head indicate a man who can concentrate
his mind without the great effort which
contracts the facial muscles.
"Judge Parker dresses well, and always

in dark colors, usually grays. His ordinary
attire Is a cutaway coat of rough gray cloth
and gray trousers. He wears a standing
collar and a simple black cravat, held by a
small pearl. Few men are more decorous
or careful in their dress."
There follows a description of Parker as

a farmer. The Idea that he is a play farmer
Is scouted, and he Is declared to be a real
agriculturist.

Gorman's Friends Indignant.
Among other statements la this issue of

the Parker newspaper bureau IB the follow¬
ing that has been received by Mr. Gorman's
friends with Indignation:
"Senator Arthur Pue Gorman says: 'I

car,not secure the nomination. Go to work
for Parker. I would prefer that my friends
favor him to the exclusion of any other
candidate. Let no other man step in and
beat him. If the convehtlon should decide
that I should be nominated, then well and
good, but otherwise I would prefer to see
Parker our next President." "

The attention of Senator Gorman being
called to the above statement he replied:
"There is absolutely no truth In it. I

have not spoken In favor of or against
Judge Parker or any other candidate. I
have deollned to express any preference. I
do not want to say anything to discourage
the candidacy of Judge Parker or of any
one else, but this paragraph is simply not
true."

Movement of 29th Infantry.
General Alnsworth, the military secre¬

tary, has been informed by" General Mac-
Arthur of the departure from Oakland, Cal.,
for Ports Douglas and Duchesne, Utah,
yesterday of the field staff, band and 2d
Battalion and Companies K, L and M of
the 20th Infantry, consisting of twenty-flve
officers and 288 men, two medical officers
attached.

Virginia Postmasters Appointed.
The following fourth-class postmasters

were appointed today in Virginia: Port
Norfolk, D. F. Wemyss; Rixeyville, Lewis
C. Tarrant.

PRESIDENT AT GROTON
With His Sons for School

Closing Exercises.

GREETED EN ROUTE
CAB SWITCHED AT TRENTON TO

ANOTHER ROAD.

Thought to Avoid All Possibility of

Delay on Account of Rail¬

way Strikers.

GROTON, Mass., May 24..President
Roosevelt, who had made the trip from
Washington to be present at the Groton
school today and participate In the annual
price day exercises, reached Groton at live
minutes past 9 this forenoon. He was met
at the station by the Rev. Dr. Endicott
Peabody, principal of the Institution, at
which two of the President's sons, Theo¬
dore, Jr., and Kermlt, are preparing for
college, and was driven to the school.
The students, anticipating the arrival of

the nation's chief executive, were gathered
at the main hall. As the carriages ap¬
peared in the grounds, the school yell, given
with all Che enthusiasm which the occasion
prompted, greeted the President. The car¬
riages stopped at the residence of Dr. Pea-
body, and the President quickly walked
over to the haH where the students had
assembled to return their greetings. He
said that he was exceedingly glad to meet
and greet them and provoked a laugh by
saying:
"X deeply sympathize with the two unfor¬

tunates among you who have a presi¬dential father."
The President then returned to the Pea-

body residence, where he remained until
11:30, when the exercises of prlxe day were
scheduled to begin in the main hall.
At a number of stations which were

passed after daybreak today the citizens,and in some cases the school children, as¬
sembled to greet the chief executive. The
President's party Includes Miss Carow, sls-
ter-ln-law of the President, and SecretaryLoeb.
The presidential train made no stops and

the President did not make his appearanceat any point along the route. The most
notable demonstrations made were at Clin¬
ton and at Lancaster, Mass. At Clinton
hundreds of school children were banked
upon the platform, each provided with an
American flag. As the train passed the
ohlldren cheered and waved their flags. The
demonstration at Lanoaster was similar.
On the way from Groton station to the

school the President "stopped a few mo¬
ments at the residence of John Lawrence,
a friend who entertained Mr. and Mrs.
Roosevelt at the time of their visit here
two years ago, when their eldest son, Theo¬
dore, was HI.

Dodged the Strikers.
Not to take any risk of the New Haven

railroad strike tying up the transfer boats
Maryland and Express, the officials of the
Pennsylvania railway had the car May¬
flower, In wblch President Roosevelt trav¬
eled to Groton, Mass., detached from the
Federal Express at Trenton at 9:06 -o'clock
last night. The President's car was hitched
to ah engine and taken over the Belvldere
division to Belvldere. From there It ran
over the Lehigh and Hudson River railroad
to Maybrook, N. Y., thence over the Pough-
keepsle bridge on the Central New England
to Hartford. The Central New England
track was cleared for the special.
When the Federal Express left Washing¬

ton at 6:36 o'clock yesterday rumors that
the oilers and firemen on the passenger
transfer boats that oarry the trains between
Jersey City and Mott Haven might strike
began to circulate around the Pennsylvania
depot in Jersey City.

Conference of Officials.
A conference among officials resulted In

the order changing the route of the Presi¬
dent's car and sending the chief executive
and his party over the spider bridge at
Poughkeepsie. It was not proposed to take
any chances. Only the President's car was
taken oft at Trenton. The Federal Express
went on to Jersey City and left on the
transport Maryland a little after 11 o'clock.
The men on the Maryland appeared greatly
surprised when they learned that President
Roosevelt had been side-tracked for fear
that he might be held up by their refusal
to make the trip. They said that the Presi¬
dent would have been taken to Mott Haven,
strike or no strike. They had refused to
work the boat to carry freight cars.

At President's Request.
According to the New Haven railroad of¬

ficials at Mott Haven the switch was made
at the President's request.
TRENTON, N. J., May 23..Befos^ the

President and his party left the main iine
at Clinton street a- number of the railroad
employes learned that the President was

on the train, and when he stepped to the
rear platform he was saluted by about
twenty trainmen. The President greeted
the men cordially and, bidding them good-
by, wished them all success.

Left Washington Yesterday.
President Roosevelt and party left here

yesterday afternoon for Groton, Mass., to
attend the prize day exercises at the school
where Theodore and Kermit Roosevelt at¬
tend. The party; which consisted of the
President, Miss Carow, his sister-in-law,
Secretary Loeb and Mr. Ferguson of New
York, an intimate friend of the President,
who goes only as far as Trenton, traveled
in the private car Mayflower, attached to
the regular 4:45 o'clock train over the
Pennsylvania railroad. The original route
mapped out for the President was changed
shortly before his departure, and instead
of going by way of New Haven he will
travel in both directions by the Poughkeep¬
sie bridge route. There was a fair-sized
gathering at the gates to see the President
leave and he stood on the observation plat¬
form, smiling and tipping his hat, as the
train pulled out. Mr. Latta, one of the
President's stenographers, who was to have
accompanied the party, rushed into the de¬
pot Just as the last car disappeared In the
distance.

Secretary Moody Takes a Drive.
Secretary Moody Is better and was able

to take a short drive this morning. The
exact nature of his malady Is not disclosed,
but it Is understood to be either the hives
or a mild type of measles, contracted dur¬
ing his recent cruise In Cuban waters. He
is under medical treatment, and Is expected
to be able to resume his official duties at
the Navy Department In a few days.

A Heavy Claim Against Mexico.
Attorneys representing the Bonsnck Com¬

pany of Virginia have appealed to the State
Department to prefer a claim against the
Mexican government for J7,600,000, and the
case is under consideration, with the pros¬
pects that it will be referred to Ambassador
Clayton for preliminary report. The com¬
pany's claim Is based upon the use by Mex¬
ican companies of Its patents for manufac¬
turing cigarettes, and It is alleged that the
supreme court of Mexioo has denied Justice
In this matter.

Looks Like Old Time Fight
in Ohio.

CONVENTIONTOMORROW
HEARST LEADERS SUSPECTED 0*

PLANNING A COUP.

State Central Committee in Doubt-
Control a Matter of Speculation

.Bigelow Pitched.

Special Dispatch to The Evening Star.
COLUMBUS, Ohio, May 24..All aignS

point to a regular old-time democratic
fight on the floor of the democratic state
convention tomorrow. The conservatlea, aa
the anti-Hearst democrats are called. aus-
peot that the Hearst leaders are hatching
a plan to unseat enough of their men to
give them the control of the convention
after all. What the state central commit¬
tee will do is uncertain. It was a com¬
pletely Tom Johnaon body w>hen selected
last year, tout got away from him in tJie
meeting to select the temporary organisa¬
tion of the state convention two montha
ago. Who has it now Is doubtful. In fact,
it Is uncertain where Tom Johnson himself
stands. He will not arrive here before
noon. It looka as though there had been
a break between him and his lieutenant,
Charles P. Salen. Salen haa effected a

working agreement with L. G. Bernard of
Cincinnati. That, of course, include® the
throwing out of Rey Bigelow, the John¬
son leader. Johnson telegraphed Bigelowlast night that he would not stand for
that.
James Ross, the Franklin county boss,

anti-Johnaon, said this morning that Salen
was shrewd enough to see that Johnson
had no strength in the convention and was
operating with the conservatives to save
his organization .

"It don't make any difference what John¬
son does." he said, "we will control the
convention. They may get the state central
committee, but they will go no farther.Even if they throw out half of our dele¬
gates we will still control the convention."

Plan of Hearst Delegates.
The plan of the Hearst men seems to be

this: They think they have the state cen¬
tral committee solid. They expect to give
a> the Hearst contesting delegations the
convention badges. These will entitle th«
holders to seats In the convention until the
credential committee's report Is acted upon.The Hearst men expect to force a rule that
all delegations thus seated may vote on
the question of seating all delegatlona ex¬
cept their own. This would of course give
the organisation of the convention after all
to the Hearat men.

Claim of Conservatives. v
The conservatives claim that no delega¬

tion whose right to seats Is questioned can
have the right to vote on any contest until
its own case is decided. As fast as the con¬
tests are passed upon the delegatlona seat¬
ed will acquire the right to vote on auc-
ceedlng contests.
When this plan of the Hearst men waa

reported at the meeting of the Franklin
ccvnty delegation, conservatives, last night
It provoked the most bitter speeches. CoL
W. A. Taylor, a member of the delegation,
declared that they would unseat him, for
he would refuse to go out, and while they
might remove his dead body, they never
could put him out alive. Other similar
speeches were made, showing a very bitter
feeling.

. . .R. L. Star, the temporary chairman or
the convention, arrived this morning. Ha
said he was opposed to either Indorsement
of candidates or instructions to the dela-
g&tes at large.

.... ..."It Is not fair to the delegates, he aald.
"Entirely new conditions may arise before
the convention meets at St. lx>uls, and tha
delegates ought not to be bound by Instruc¬
tions and Indorsements made now. He
was also opposed to the proposition to mod¬
ify the unit rule which has been used In
Ohio for many years. Northwestern Ohio,
he said, had no candidates for placet) on
the state ticket.

Sanders Not a Candidate.
A. P. Bandies of Ottawa, who was talked

^
of as the Johnson candidate for the nomi¬
nation for secretary of state, was not a

candidate. He had talked with him only
last evening and was told by Mr. Bandies
that he was not seeking the nomination
and could not afford to accept It If offered
to him.
The only candidates for positions on the

state ticket to date are W. P. Huntington
of Columbus, for secretary of state, \%. L*
Ferguson of Springfield, for member of the
board of public works, and Phil Renner of
Cincinnati, for supreme Judge.
Mayor Johnson of Cleveland is very bit-

ter toward Huntington for last year s worK
against him, and it is believed that John¬
son will have a candidate in the held
against Huntington, even If Bandies fails to

If the conservatives control the conven¬
tion it is likely that Harlan of Cincinnati
will be the permanent chairman. He is a
typical reorganlzer democrat, and the vote
on his election to that office would be a fair
Index of the complexing of the convention
as to this matter. The feature of the con¬
vention at this stage Is the presence of old-
time gold democrats, who have not taken
part In the state conventions of their party
since 1896.
The fight between factions for the mi-

premacy In the democratic state convention
will b? decided for the day at least in tha
state central committee meeting to be held
at 7-30 p m. Both sides are working with
the members of the committee to have It
give the delegates badges to their respeo-
tive delegations. Owing to the fact that
there are many county delegations that
were unpledged it will be a matter of doubt
until the credential committee report la
fully adopted which side will left In con¬
trol though In uncontested delegates tha
conservatives have decidedly the beat of
it but no matter what the committee mar
do there will be a fierce fight In the con¬
vention tomorrow.

CAPE MAY BANK CLOSES.
¦ 4

National Bank Examiner Has Bean
Placed in Charge.

The controller of the currency haa re¬

ceived advice from National Bank Exam¬
iner Francis N. Buck that the First Na¬
tional Bank of Cape May, N. J., closed lta
doors today by direction of Its president.
The controller has appointed National
Bank Examiner Wm. M. Hardt receiver.
The resources and liabilities of the bank

as shown by the last report of condition,
dated March 28, 1004, were as follows:

Resources.
I.onrig ami discounts .. .. «'hoo £|IJ. 8. bonda lo secure clrulstlon o-." "V
Premium* on

onItankniK house.... ... ......* <iDoc from bank* ami banker* 0.J99 MCash and eaali Item* C.41B as

Total .»¦*» 18
Liabilities

Capital ^ 2?S 2?rndHfldetl profits » j"Circulation *$Individual depoalt* BO,WW BB

Total M


