
eertaln conditions to about twenty-five of¬
ficers who. on being examined for promo¬
tion, were found to be Incapacitated for
service by reason of physical disability con¬

tracted in the line of duty, and who were

accordingly retired with the rank to which
their seniority entitled them to be promot¬
ed. The Secretary of War asked whether
the President, by and with the advice ard
consent of the Senate, may now place any
nf the officers so retired under the act of
KHi upon the retired list of the army with
the rank and pay of one grade above that
heretofore given them on such list.
"I am ol opinion." says Acting Attorney

General McReynolds. "that officers retired
under the orovision* of the act of lfctNl have
already been placed on the retired list of
the army with the rank and retired pay of
one grade above that actually iieid by them
it the time of retirement, and that during
ill the time since their names were so
placed U|>on such list they have enjoyed
the rights and pr vileges which the Presi¬
dent, by the advice and consent of the
Senate, under the act of April 23. 1!X>4, is
now permitted to confer upon other officers
less favorably situated. The actual rank
of officers retired under the act of 18U1) was
one grade below that with which they were
placed on the retired list. The pur(>ose of
the act of April lit. l!*U, was to permit the
President, in proper cases, to give officers
an advance of one grade above that which
they have actually held; and as the officers
to whom your inquiry relates have already
received such an advancement that act can
have no referent e to them."
This opinion is in exact harmony with an

opinion recently rendered by Judge Advo¬
cate General Davis of the army on the
same question.

MEN, NOT PLATFORMS.

Mr. Livingston's View of the Coming
Political Issue.

"It seems to me that if the Parker cam¬
paign Is managed rightly there should be
no difficulty In securing his nomination,"
said Representative Livingston today after
returning here from Georgia, where the
state convention recently instructed its
delegates for the New York judge.
"But we must consider the fact that

with Hearst holding 200 votes he can prob¬
ably. under tiie two-third rule, prevent the
nomination of any one.
"It should l>e remembered that the in¬

structions of the Georgia delegates are not
ironclad. The delegates are instructed to
vote for Parker as long as there is a 'rea¬
sonable pro: illiv ol hi; nomination. A
majority of the Georgia delegates can turn
the vote for any candidate at any time.
The fight in Georgia was against Hearst.
Parker was picked out as the man wiio
could most surely beat Hearst. While tie
delegation is for Parker, it is in no wayagainst Gorman or Olney, for instance."
Asked what lie thought the democratic

platform would declare for. Air. Livingstonreplied:
"Roosevelt will be the issue in this cam¬

paign and the more the democrats put him
forward as a man to lie beaten the better
It will be for them. Men are to be the
main things. People haven't great confi¬
dence in platforms, which they so general¬
ly see ignored. Tun years ago 1 chal¬
lenged an audience ol republicans in New
Jersey to jxiint out one promise of the re¬
publican platform of 11(00 that had been
kept. They couldn't give a reply. People
do place confidence in men. We want a
strong, conservative man and then we
w int to make the issue between that man
and Roosevelt."

JUSTICE STAFFORD'S DUTIES.

Work He Will Have to Do After Tak¬
ing the Oath.

When Wendell Phillips Stafford qualifies
as associate justice of the Supreme Court
of the District of Columbia he will be as¬
signed to preside in Equity Court No. 2 and
in the Probate Court. Justice Gould will
transfer from Equity Court No. 2 to Crim¬
inal Court No 2 and will also attend to the
business of the Supreme Court of the Dis¬
trict of Columbia, sitting as a District
Court of the United States. Justice Wright
has already moved from Criminal Court
No. 2 to Criminal Court No. 1.
The following assignment of the mem¬

bers of the court for duty at the city
hall daring the suranur recess has been «r-
ra nged:
From Friday. July 1, to July 16, Justice

Gould; from Monday. July 18. to July 31.
Justice from Monday, August 1,
to August l'i. Justice Barnard; from Wed¬
nesday. August 17. to August 31. Justice
Stafford"; from Thursday, September 1, to
September 17. Justice Anderson, and from
Monday. September U». to October 3. Chief
Justice Clabaugh.

Arrest of Blanche Ryan.
The State Department has been notified

by the Department of Justice that its
agents have arrested at Little Rock
Blanche Ryan, charged with the theft of
$3,000 worth of diamonds In Chihuahua,
Mexico., for whom the police have been
searching about four months. The pris¬
oner la detained provisionally, and when
the Mexican government is ready It will
institute extradition proceedings against
her at Kansas City, Mo.

Dominican Revolt Crushed.
Minister Powell reports to the State De¬

partment by mail from rort au Prince May.
25 that the Insurgents in Monte Chrlstl dis¬
trict suffered a crushing blow at the hands
of the government troops and are escaping
to Haiti, the president of which country
lias refused them arms and ammunition
and has massed a force on the border to
turn them back Into San Domingo.

Diplomatic Corps Changes.
It was announced at the State Depart¬

ment today that Henry W. Shoemaker has
been appointed third secretary of the
United States embassy at Berlin.
Thomas W. Haskins of California has

been appointed assistant Chinese secretary
of the United States legation at Peking.
Mr. Haskins was a student Interpreter, and
has been in Pek.ng for several years. He
is one of the first students to graduate and
attach himself to the regular service. The
officials are pleased with the workings of
the system of educating students.

To Attend Missouri Encampment.
Brig Gen. Henry Jackson, retired, and

Capt. Ellwood W. Evans. 8th Cavalry, have
been assigned to attend the encampment of
the Missouri militia, from July 17 to 2ft.

Movements of Naval Vessels.
The Navy Department has been Informed

by cable of the arrival of the gunboat Wil¬
mington at Hong Kong.
The Dixie has arrived at Colon.

Personal Mention.
Mr. Addison T. Smith, private secretary

to Senator Heyburn, will leave late this
afternoon for St. Louis, where he will jointhe senator and visit the exposition.

Butchers to Go to River View.
Arrangements are completed for the sec¬

ond annual excursion of the Master Butch¬
ers' Association of this city, which will
take place tomorrow. The members of the
association and their friends will go to
River View, where there will be a tine pro¬
gram of entertainment.

Memento for Miss Roosevelt.
ST. LOi:IS. June 7..As a memento of

her appearance at the Olympic games,
where she awarded the senior A. A. U.
championship medals last Saturday, the
department of physical culture of the
world's fair hus arranged to present Miss
Alice Roosevelt, eldest daughter of Pres¬
ident Roosevelt, with a handsome souvenir
belt. It Is composed of three medals and a
buckle. Joined by ribbons of the exposition
colors. One of the medals of the belt will
be a representation of the senior champion¬
ship medal, another will be a representa¬
tion of the Olympia bar.

Malting Plant Damaged by Fire.
MILWAUKEE, Wta.. June 7.The malt¬

ing plant of William Gerlach & Co., at 8th
and Chestnut streets, was badly damaged
by fire today. The plant occupied half a
block, and was valued at WOO.UOO.

HARMONY PREVAILED
Concessions Made by Dela¬
ware Democrats in Caucus.

INDORSES JUDGE GRAY

RESOLUTION FOB INDORSEMENT,
BUT NO INSTRUCTIONS.

Both Factions Satisfied With Settle¬
ment of Disagreement.Six Dele¬

gates Will Be Uninstructed.

DOVER, Del., June 7..Indications point
to a harmonious democratic state conven¬
tion. Peace to a great measure Is due lo
concessions made by both the Gray and
anti-Gray men. Through the efforts made
last night by Andrew C. Gray of Wilming¬
ton. son of Judge George Gray, aided by J.
Harvey Whlteman, llso of that city, and
with Water Commissioner Peter J. Ford of
Wilmington, as Intermediary, a resolution
was agreed^ to by ex-Senator Blchard R.
Kenney, State Chairman Wlllard Sauls-
bury, and other members of the state com¬
mittee, Indorsing Judge Gray for the demo¬
cratic presidential nomination and "request¬
ing" the six national delegates from Dela¬
ware to use all honorable means to secure
his nomination.
This resolution was prepared by Mr.

Whlteman. and is the key to the situation.
The convention, which meets at 1 o'clock
this afternoon, will doubtless ratify this
action by the formal adoption of the reso¬
lution. The platform which will be adopted
by the convention will be brief.

Delegates Meet in Caucuses.
The delegates from the three counties met

in separate county caucuses at 11 o'clock
toduy for the purpose of selecting the six
delegates to the national convention, two
being named by each county. When these
caucuses began It was stated that the na¬
tional delegates will be Willard Saulsbury
and Peter J. Ford, from New Castle county;
ex-Senator Richard R. Kenney and Alex¬
ander W. Daly from Kent, ,and probably E.
C. Dukes and either John P. Holland or
Colonel William T. Records from Sussex.
Peter J. Ford will be the temporary and
permanent chairman.

Judge Gray's Letter.
Notwithstanding that Judge Gray ap¬

peared to have a majority of the delegates,
the agreement to instruct the national dele¬
gates for him, which was arranged at last
night's conference, received a setback from
the judge himFelf. In a letter written to
David T. Marvel, a prominent democratic
politician of this state. Judge Gray said
that the democratic national convention
should be left free to select as the candi¬
date for President the strongest and most
available man. He therefore requested
tha* the delegates selected to represent
Delaware at the St. Louis convention be
not bound by instructions, but be left free
to act as the best interests of the dem¬
ocratic party seemed to require.
Notwithstanding this statement, a consid-

etable numbsr of Gray delegates Insisted
upon carrying thj fight for instructions
into the convention.

Caucus Nominations.
The different county caucuses made the

following nominations for national dele¬
gates:
New Castle county.Wlllard Saulsbury,

L. Irving Handy.
Kent.Richard R. Kenney, Alex M. Daly.
Sussex.Joseph E. Holland, Ellslia C.

Dukes.
Unless objection is made on the floor of

the convention these county caucus selec¬
tions will go throu^ii the state convention
without change.

DENIED AT PARIS OFFICE-
French Mediterranean Squadron Not

Ordered to Tangier.
PARIS, June 7..The published statement

that the French Mediterranean squadron
has been ordered to Tangier meets with a

specific denial at the foreign office here,
where it is added that no French squadron
will be sent to Tangier unless extraordi¬
nary developments arise.
The officials say that the present efforts

to obtain the release of Messrs. Perdlcarls
and Varley are entirely along diplomatic
lines, and they are earnestly hopeful that
there will be no occasion to adopt more

energetic measures. A telegram from the
representatives of the sultan has reached
the diplomatic officials at Tangier saying
that a letter is now on its way fully defin¬
ing what the sultan is willing to do in order
to sec«re the release of the officials.
The arrival of this letter is expected

shortly and the officials hope It may bring
the basis for an adjustment of the difficul¬
ties.

"PENNSY'S" ANNUAL MEETING.

Interesting Report Submitted. Old
Directory is Re-Elected.

PITTSBURG, Pa.. June 7..The annual
meeting of stockholders of the Pennsyl¬
vania Company was held in the general
office In this city today.
The annual report for the year 1903 was

submitted, covering 1,388 miles of railroad
operated directly by the Pennsylvania com¬

pany, and shows the following results:
Gross earnings, $38,802,934.63; expenses.

$27,110,683.72; net earnings from operation,
$9.48»>,250.01; deduct rentals paid roads op¬
erated on basis of net earnings, $1,503,-
1(10.08, leaving as net operating earnings of
Pennsylvania company, $7,893,140.03; to
which add dividends and interest received
from lnvestmeents, $5,900,576.80, making a

gross income of $13,853,717.53.
The tonnage of the line directly operated

by the Pennsylvania company Increased
1.9C>3,376 tons, as compared with the year
JO
The number of passengers carried on the

lines directly operated shows an Increase of
797.04C, as compared with 1002.
The old board of directors was re-elected

as follows: A. J. Cassett, John P. Green, W.
H. Barnes. N. P. Shortrldge, Charles E.
Pugh, Samuel Rea, George Wood, C. Stuart
Patterson and Effingham B. Morris, Phila¬
delphia, Pa.; James McCrea, Joseph Wood,
J. J. Turner and Edward B. Taylor, Pitts¬
burg. Pa.-
A meeting of the board of directors for

the election of officers will be held In Phil¬
adelphia tomorrow.

WANTS STATEMENT.

Communication Regarding Estate of
the Late Martha P. Myers.

In referring to the recent alleged de¬
falcation by Wlllard H. Myers, a com¬
munication was received today by the
register of wills from C. M. D. Browne of
144 R street northeast, husband of Julia
Myers Browne, oldest heir under the will
of the late Martha P. Myers.
Mr. Browne asks that upon the ex¬

pected appointment of the National Safe
Deposit, Savings and Trust Company as
executor In place of Willard H. Myers, a
detailed statement of the character and
value of the estate left by Martha P.
Myers be made for the Information and
benefit of all of the heirs, "the late ex¬
ecutor having failed to make such a
statement."

Attorneys in Conference.
Mr. Andrew A. Lipscomb this afternoon

held a long conference'with United States
Attorney Beach in reference to the alleged
embezzlement by Mr. Lipscomb's co-re-
ceiver In the Washington Beneficial Endow¬
ment Association case, Thomas M. Fields,
of about $10,000. The parties to the con¬
ference declined to disclose the details of
the discussion.

KILLED BY THE CHINESE.

An American Newspaper Correspond¬
ent Shot.Consul Will Investigate.
NIUCHWANQ, June T..A private te/e-

gram received from Shanhalkwan says that
Lewis 0tzel, correspondent of the London
Telegraph, and Ernest Brlndle of the Lon¬

don Dally Mall were fired upon by Chinese
spldlers while In a junk between Schwan-
taltze and Erdlko. Etzel was killed, but
Brlndle Is believed to be safe. They left
her* June 8 to Investigate the movements
of some bandits.
Etzel was a native of Butler, Pa., and

his father resides now either at Denver,
Col., or San Diego, Cal.
United States Consul Miller has left here

by special train for the scene of the killing
of Etzel. He will make a personal Investi¬
gation of the death of Mr. Etzel.
BUTLER, Pa.. June 7..I»uls Etzel, re¬

ported to have been killed by Chinese sol¬
diers. 1b believed to have been a son of
Gabriel Etzel. formerly a prosperous busi¬
ness man of this town.
The family moved from here several yeara

ago, and. It Is thought, settled In Colorado.
Victim Known in New York.

NEW YORK, June 7..It is believed by
persons formerly resident fn Tien Tsln that
Etzel was one of a number of young Eng-
Ilshmen and Americans engaged In various
business enterprises around Tien Tsln,
where he had resided for a number of
years. He was In Tien Tsin at the time of
the Boxer uprising, and was one of the
little band of civilian defenders of the city
In the trying days before the arrival of as¬

sistance from the fleets at Taku. During
the advance on Peking by the allied col¬
umns and the subsequent operations he did
some newspaper work.

? » ?

ASK FOR NEW TRIAL.

Caveators to William W. Gait's Will
File Petition.

In the contested will case involving the

estate of William W. Gait, deceased, the

caveators this afternoon filed a motion for

a new trial upon the following grounds:
"Because of errors In the rulings of the

court during the trial as to the admissi¬
bility of evidence.
"Because the verdict as to the second Is¬

sue was contrary to the weight of the evi¬

dence.
"Because the counsel for the caveatee.

at the beginning of his final argument to

the jury, without reasonable ground for
so doing, conveyed to the minds of the

Jury the impression that they should render
a verdict in favor of his client without re¬

gard to the merits of the case on trial, in

order to establish the right of the jury to

decide as against the court questions of

fact and to pass upon the credibility of wit¬
nesses.
'¦Because the verdict shows that the

long interval which had elapsed between
the presentation of the testimony in the
case to the jury and the rendition of the
verdict had made It impossible for the
jury to properly weigh the evidence."
The motion was filed through Attorneys

A. S. Worthington and A. B. Duvall.

Mail Steamer Escapes Wreck.
SAN FRANCISCO, June 7.The Pacific

Mall mall steamer Algona narowly es¬

caped meeting the fate of the Rio de Ja¬
neiro on the northern shore of the Golden
Gate today. The big vessel.one of the
largest on the Pacific.was bound for
this port from China and Japan.
As she was entering the harbor the

strong current drove her against the
rocky side of the channel, just west of

| the Point Bonita light house. Several
tugs were immediately sent to her aid,
but the vessel got off without assistance
and continued on her way into port.

Tests Every Way Satisfactory.
NEWPORT, R. I., June 7..The sub¬

marine torpedo boat Fulton, which was

sunk to the bottom of the ocean last even¬

ing for a test, remained there over twelve
hours, coming up at 11:10 today. The men
were on duty in watches of two hours each,
the remainder of the time being spent in
reading, playing games and sleeping. All
the members of the crew were in good con¬
dition today and appeared to have rested
well. By order of the trial board, fresh air
was pumped in every four hours.
Naval Constructor Woodward said this

afternoon that the test was in every way
satisfactory. Hitherto only six men had
gone below for any length of time, but on
the Fulton there were nine men, and they
could have stayed In the boat under water
ten days without coming to the surface.

Do We Eat Too MuchP
From the New York Tribune.
Many scientific investigators of the aver¬

age diet of civilized people long ago arrived
at the conclusion that most people eat too
heartily. Prof. Chittenden of New Haven,
after his extensive experiments in feeding
soldiers from the regular army on sched¬
ules carefully thought out and regulated,
may be able to throw some further light
upon this Important everyday subject of
discussion In families. Heads of house¬
holds In great numbers who find It a diffi¬
cult task to meet their bills at the grocers'
shops and the markets may discover reason
for rejoicing, provided It Is made indisputa¬
bly plain that people are really eating too
much. It Is to be honed that among the
men of leading and of light In this depart¬
ment of science something like an agree¬
ment of opinion may be obtained.
How far should the craving of healthy,

lively children who get plenty of oppoi tunl-
tles for playing in the open air be gratified?
The food of the British soldiers In South
Africa proved that a moderate allotment of
Jam as a touch of sweetening to the rations
cheered the spirits of the soldier and made
him fight harder than If he had been an ab¬
solute stranger to such an Indulgence. In
the struggle in the cast the commissariat
has not been overbountlful to the rifle
bearers on either side. The Japanese sol¬
diers live chiefly on rice and dried fish. The
Russian Infantry and cavalry demand a
more liberal diet.
Moderation in eating ought to result in

cutting down the extremely high prices of
meat and of fish which are now current in
our principal cities. People who take only
one or two meals each day.and there are
many of them.and the devotees of the ex¬
clusive consumption of vegetable food feel
a certain sentiment of compassion for the
devourers of big repasts three times a day,
and are not greatly worried over the high
prices of fleshly luxuries.

A Great Musician at Ninety-Nine.
From the London News.

Manuel Garcia, the famous teacher of
singing and Inventor of the laryngoscope,
was born on March 17, 1805, so that today
he has completed his ninety-ninth year and
has entered on his hundredth. He is still
In possession of his faculties and takes an
Interest In the affairs of the world as well
as in the art of singing. Open what book
you may on the art of singing and you
will flnd that he Is mentioned as the fore¬
most exponent of voice production on the
lines that gave the world the great singers
of the past.
Manuel's father was famous as a tenor, a

teacher of singing and a composer or
operas. He died In 1832. His three chil¬
dren fully Inherited his musical gifts. The
most famous, Mallbran, Is still a household
word; Pauline Vlardot Garcia was hardly
less famous, and his son Manuel, though
not highly gifted as a singer, has carried on
the tradition of the Garcia family as the
most prominent of singing teachers the
nineteenth century has known.

Banana Crops Come Often.
From the Meilean Herald.
"There Is evidently an erroneous Idea

abroad concerning the harvesting of the
bur-ana crop," said Edward M. Watson,
who has been for seven years on a planta¬
tion In Honduras.
"The statement that four or Ave crops of

bananas are harvested a year Is entirely in¬
correct. A crop Is harvested on an average
of every fifteen days throughout the year.
Each thrifty banana plant has many Back¬
ers or stalks growing from a single root at
the. same time. One or more bunches of
the ripening fruit is cut from a single stalk,
while the other stalks growing from the
same root are left untouched, and In fifteen
days another of the stalks Is shorn of Its
fruit. This process continues Incessantly
during the year. In July and August It Is
necessary to cut off the ripening bunohes
every ten days, while In December and
January about once a month Is sufficient,
the average throughout the year being
practically fifteen days."

SOME §IM?LE RULES
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"Among the? elemtfits and forces of na¬

ture there ard sevtJeral enemies of good
roads, but the jgreateiit of them Is wateer,"
remarked an advocate of good roads. "It
washes away .jthe material of the road. It
soaks into'the road and softens It so that
the wagon wheels cut Into the surface,
making ruts and holes. It permeatees and
softens the foundation so that the surface
of the road sinks or breaks up. In the
winter the water that is In the road freezes,
expands and loosens and disintegrates the
road material.
"The most important thing in the build¬

ing of roads Is to lessen or prevent the
ravages of water; yet no feature of the
work Is so neglected as this. Many local
read supervisors seem to give no consid¬
eration to the question of drainage, and the
result is a regular mud blockade during
several weeks or months of the year.
"The following are a few simple rules the

observance of which would go far toward
bettering the roads of this country:
"First.The road should be so located

and constructed as to avoid steep grades
down which the water rushes during heavy
rains, tearing up and washing away the
road material. I
"8econd.The foundation of the road

should be thoroughly drained by open side
ditches, which will carry off the water,
and, where necessary, tile drains should_be
lain In the foundation Itself. j"Third.The surface of the road should
be hard and smooth and have sufficient
Blope toward the sides to shed the surface
w&t6r«
"Fourth.Ruts and holes on the surface of

the finished road should be filled as fast as
made, so that no water can lie on the sur¬
face to be worked up Into mud.
"These rules are simple and easy to fol¬

low, and any one who gives any serious
thought to the matter can see the wisdom
of following them. Still they are almost
universally Ignored, as the condition of our
roads abundantly proves.
"What this country needs Is a radical

change, a new era in road building. The
people have been moving In ruts in more
senses than one, and if each local commun¬
ity is left to work out the road problem
alone, all will continue to move in the same
ruts, and every year millions of .dollars
will be thrown Into the mud, to say noth¬
ing of the losses resulting from the use of
bad roads.
"Lectures on road improvement seem to

do very little good. Books and bulletins
on road building appear to have very lit¬
tle effect.
"What the local communities need is

practical object lessons and actual as¬
sistance, and these can come only from
the state governments and the federal
government. It is for this reason that
road reformers everywhere are turning
toward state and national aid as the only
solution of the road problem.
"The bad roads of the United States are

a blight, a (furse. a disgrace, and all patri¬
otic, progressive citizens should make a
grand united effort to wipe them out and
put our nation on a level with the ad¬
vanced nations of Europe in the matter
of roads."

EOOSE CLOTHES FOR MEN.

Appearance Of Length Sought. Solid
Colors Predominate for Shirts.

From the Nevr York Sun.
Men's dress is stUl made loose fitting.

The best tailot4 herfe and In London seem

to think that tbelr responsibility ends when
they make coiats fit over the shoulders.
Aside from that the coats may wander over
the body In any way they please, provided
that the loose - line# show the skill of a

tailor who knows how to cut. Coats are

long, with one cut at the bottom of the
middle warn. Two cnSs tare distinctly bad
form. The shoulders are cut broad, but^
there Is none of the padding so popular
a year or two ago In the coats made by
the best tailors. Cuffs are put on the
sleeves and are not made to turn back,
as they were two years ago.
The same style la followed with overcoats

and dress clothes. The tall dress coat as
well as the dinner coat, has these false
cuffs applied to the sleeves. Every tailor
as well as every man who knows how to
wear his clother In accordance with the
present style, tries for what are called the
long effects. For thai reason one meets
on the avenue every other man with his
hands In his coat pockets trying to make
his coat look as long as he can make It.
Collars on coats are rather narrow, and
as both waistcoats and coats have the
openings very deep the effect of length Is
attained.
Trousers are still full, the knees now

ranging from eighteen to nineteen Inches.
Men wear them turned up, excepting when
a frock coat Is worn. The trousers made
with the cloth turned up about the bottom
and sewed Into place are rarely seen now¬
adays, and have gone the way of the
heavily padded shoulders. The tendency
In all clothes now Is to outline the figure
but vaguely, excepting over the shoulders
and about the neck. There is no severer
test of a tailor's ability than to make loose
clothes fit well.
With poor tailors, the greatest fault Is

always their disinclination to make gar¬
ments large enough. Their Idea of a fit la
tlghtm?ss. And that Is the one thing to be
avoided nowadays. The summer shirts of
the best style all have the turned back
cuffs which wear so badly as to be almost
a luxury for millionaires only. Some of
the colored cheviot shirts have their cream
colored flannel cuffs, which are smart and
wear better than the cotton cuffs. But
they are warmer, and the feel of them Is
not agreeable to everybody. Most of the
shirts are plain, without tucks. Some have
a pocket on one side. With these the mon¬
ogram Is placed on this pocket Instead of on
the sleeve, wbere It is usually worn.
Solid colors predominate in the styles for

shirts, light blue, pink and mauve being
the most popular. The champagne tints
are not effective and fade, although they
are usually In the shop windows. Mauve
and purple hold their own as the popular
colors for neckwear, and there are no In¬
dications that they will drop out of the
fashion this year. Colored handkerchiefs.
In spite of the summer season, are declin¬
ing in popularity, although at this season
one might be allowed to indulge a taste
for color.
They have become too common to ap¬

peal to men who are careful about dress.
The greatest amount of color allowed now
Is a colored monogram on a white hand¬
kerchief. This is permissible even with
evening dress. Many men supplied with a
stock of colored handkerchiefs will con¬
tinue to use them. But they will not be
likely to buy any more.

A Wife's Allowance.
From the London Telegraph.
lt la desirable that wives should enjoy

a fixed monetary allowance for their own
disposal for dress' and such personal
expenses as are conUnually arising? The
question Is put forward In the pages of
a leading authority! en matters of femi¬
nine interest, a#d is answered from vari¬
ous points of "view. Thus, a business
woman urges that a man should not give
his wife unlimited credit at shops and
then be indlgiwuitif her expenditure is
large. On the o»WP^fc*nd. says Ala lady,
an allowance »j!«r;.on a woman to live
within her means, and teaches her the
value of money. A Itrwyer lays down the
maxim that a man owes lt to the girl he
marries to keep he*" free from financial
worries. There are those husbands who
admit that they are only glad to hand
over the larger part if not the whole.
Indeed, of their Income to careful and
managing wives, leaving them to ar¬
range the scale of household outlay, and
taking what they regard as necessary for
their own and children's dress.

After Election.
froqi {he New York Time#,.
When we are through with the excite¬

ment of politics and, whether glad or sorry
that the issue is as arts accept lt as a fact
we shall rub mir if)w. look about u» and
make the gratifying discovery that, after
all, we are a happy, prosperous and gener-
ally contented peoples and that to utilize
the opportunities which await iis Is about
the best business In which we can engage.

SECRETARY IS ELECTED.

Dominic I. Murphy Chosen by the
Canal Commission.

Dominic I. Murphy, commissioner of pen¬
sions under Cleveland, today was elected
by the Panama canal commissioners as
secretary of that body.

KXTBOPATKIN AT LIAO-YANO.

Paris Foreign Office Reports Him There
With Main Force.

PARIS. June 7..The foreign office receiv¬
ed advices this morning definitely announc¬

ing thit Gen. Kuropatkin with his main
force is at Liao-Yang.

FOUND DEATH IN A DESERT.

Bones of Twenty Men Discovered in
Reclaiming California Land.

From the Slexlcan Herald.
"Mute evidences of the unspeakable suf¬

fering and horrible deaths of some twenty
men from starvation were found In the
clearing of the land in the Imperial valley
of California," said A. H. Heber, president
of the company which has reclaimed five
hundred thousand acres of the former des¬
ert.
"These were the skeletons of twenty men,

which were found In little bunches of twos
and threes, bleached and dried by the fierce
desert sun. They constituted the only
traces of men who had probably been miss¬
ing for years, and whose friends never
knew their whereabouts.
"Some of these skeletons were found west

of what Is now Imperial, fifteen miles from
the foot of the mountains in the open plain.
They had evidently been searching for New
river, a stream which flows about one
month in the year, to drain the desert of
its summer rains. Their bones were In lit¬
tle piles a mile from the river. Others were
found In the Alato River valley, on the east
side of the Imperial valley between the
sand hills.
"But the saddest sight was that of a

number of piles of bones which showed that
flvo men had perished at one time from
thirst within a hundred yards of each other.
These bones were scattered all around, and
there were some traces of vehicles in the
mountains not far off, where the bones of
animals told the tale of starvation which
had been the end of the little party."This was the only instance in which
traces of vehicles were found, and the sup¬position is that most of the men whose
bones were found had been afoot, and had
probably gotten lost In the desert while
looking for their wagons. This thing was
not uncommon, for it Is almost impossiblein the Colorado desert to find directions.
While we were laying out the town of Im¬
perial we had an instance of this in the loss
of a young Japanese cook. The young fel¬
low was employed In our surveying party,and started out one day to find a friend
who was employed as a cook in a campabout four miles distant. He lost his wayand failed to return. Searching parties
were started out to find him. They traced
him for six days, but finally entirely lost
the trail and had to return to the camp-The Japanese was never heard of, and I
presume his bones will be found some day."

Romance of the War.
London Corrpopnndpnee of the Baltimore Bun.
A romantic story of the war, with a very

tragic ending, has reached Paris from Rus¬
sia. Among the men belonging to a Si¬
berian regiment stationed at Port Arthur
was a soldier named Llatnikoff, who was
popular with his comrades, hut was often
"chaffed" about his effeminate appearance.
He had been selected as servant by a young
officer at whose quarters he lodged. One
unlucky day, while he was on an errand,
he fell and broke a leg. Llatnikoff express¬ed a very strong wish not to be taken to
the hospital, and as he was being conveyed
thither he took a penknife out of his pocket
and deliberately severed an artery in his
left arm. As the soldier on his arrival there
was teeing undressed to be put to bed the
surgeons, to their amazement, perceived
that he was not what he had represented
himself to be. Llatnikoff, in fact, was a
beautiful girl, barely eighteen years of age.
Blood poisoning supervened and the pa¬
tient had been only three days in the hos¬
pital when all hope of recovery had to be
abandoned. The young woman sent for
the officer In whose service she had been
and implored him to marry her, reminding
him that It was her devotion to him which
had led her to pass herself off as a man
in order that she might follow him to the
far east. His brother officers are also said
to have pleaded her cause, but for some
unexplained reason he would not listen to
them. As soon, however, as he had heard
of the death of the poor girl who had loved
him so well he returned to his quarters and
blew out his brains.
The passengers traveling by the night

train recently between Koursk and Harkoff
witnessed a rather remarkable meteoric dis¬
play. About midnight the heavens were
Illuminated by great numbers of shooting
stars.red, green and violet.which blazed
brilliantly. The "stars" fell In the eastern
sky, and the peasants traveling by the train
talking among themselves, made them out
to be "the souls of Russian soldiers bidding
farewell to the world."
The Russian military authorities, says the

Novosti, have sent out to the far east a
number of popular poets and singers, whose
duty It Is to stimulate the courage of the
soldiers with soul-stirring ballads. Every
Russian regiment possesses Its party of
singers, at the head of whom are a piper,
a cymbal player and a tambourinist, who
play the people's songs according to the
province from which they hall.

Sanity and Sleep.
From the Hospital.
All the spiritual descendants of Sancho

Panza. that finest eulogist of slumber,
should bless the name of Dr. Selden Tal-
cott of New York. Dr. Talcott is a special¬
ist In mental diseases, and he declares that
the habit of early rising conduces to mad¬
ness. "The free and lazy savage," he says,
"gets up when he feels ready, and rarely or
never becomes Insane." Dr. Talcott's pro¬
test should be considered carefully by his
fellow countrymen, who, even more than
the British, pride themselves on their ac¬
tive habits. Recently, we believe, there has
been founded in New York a society whose
members pledge themselves not to take
n.ore than four hours' sleep in the twenty-
four. It would be Interesting to follow the
hialth and life histories of those who keep
this pledge. For we do not suppose that
there Is anything dangerous in early ris¬
ing In Itself, but only In the combination
therewith of going to bed late.
On the whole. It Is better to obey the old

proverb and "go to bed with the lamb and
get up with the lark." But It Is a different
thing when one combines the attempt to
fulfill the latter part of the advice with a
habit of going to bed with the nightingale.
Yet the Increasing strain of business com-
pels early rising In those who would suc¬
ceed, while if they want to combine pleas¬
ure with business they will find It Impos¬
sible to get to bed before midnight or even
then, for our amusements seem to begin
and end later every year. The energetic
people who go In for this fashion of life
are apt to assure others, and themselves
also, that they do not require much sleep,
and undoubtedly It Is possible with practice
to do with much less than the normal
amount of rest. It Is Important, however,
to remember that such a habit cannot be
indulged In without a corresponding sac¬
rifice of health.

The Aristocracy of Birth.
From the Atlantic.
Why did the aristocracy of parentage

fall to hold its own? Why did It die out
In America and, practically speaking, in
all the British colonies? It had every ad¬
vantage at the outset; It held the Inside
track. It fulled because two great laws of
the universe were against It; first, the
laws of arithmetic, and, secondly, the laws
of physiology. It violated the principles
of arithmetic because It required that each
individual or household should have a dis¬
tinct line of ancestors, and it would thus
be discovered in a few generations that
there were not nearly enough ancestors to
go round, leaving people In the position of
Mark Twain, who declared that he had
"no parents to speak of, only a father or
mother or so." It was contrary to the
laws of physiology, as shown by the de¬
terioration of one royal family after
another in Europe, these having come to
resemble those English race horses which
have so much blood that there is very little
horse, and it must be replenished from a
more plebeian stock.

Slight Mixture of ChaDges
Mark Early Trading.

DECLINESPREDOMINATE
MARKET GROWS STEADIER AFTER

THE INITIAL SELLING.

General List Stagnant at Slight Reces¬

sions.Low-Priced Stocks

Not Dealt In.

NEW YORK. June 7..There was a slight
mixture of changes In the opening dealings
in the stock market today, but the declines
predominated. Ontario and Western. Chi¬
cago, Great Western and 8teel preferred
lost % within the first few minutes and
Pump fell a point.
The market steadied after the Initial sell¬

ing and gradually recovered most of its
loss. Fresh realizing In Ontario and West¬
ern forced to 24%. and other stocks fell
back a trifle. Business virtually ceaned be¬
fore 11 o'clock. Brooklyn Union Gas Jump¬
ed 3 points. Pump recovered to a point
over last night.
Metropolitan Street Railway and Pressed

Steel Car preferred rose about a point, but
the general market was practically stag¬
nant at slight recessions. Bonds were ir¬
regular.
The usual midday dullness was intensi¬

fied by the abandonment of the recent
speculative operations in the low-priced
stocks. Recognized market leaders were
also wholly neglected.
Ontario and Western recovered Its loss of

the morning and a little more, selling up to
2osi. Most of the limited business was in
this stock nnd Its renewed animation failed
to arouse any general interest in the rest
of the maVket. Kansas City Southern pre¬
ferred moved up %, and Minneapolis and
St. Louis 2 points.

New York Stock Market.
Furnished by W. B. Hlbbs & Co., bankers

and brokers. 1419 F St., members New York
stock exghange, Washington stock ex¬
change and Chicago board of fade.

Open. High. Low. Close.
Amalgamated Copper. 49% 49 49%American Locomotive- 19 IV 1# 1#
American Loco., pfd. - - - .......

Am. Car A Foundry 16% 16% lfi'4
Am. CarA Foundry, pfd 7054 70% 70% "0%
American Ice .... ....... -......

American Smelting Win 5£ 82%
Am. Smelting, pfd- - 97*4 97% 9oi
American sugar 125 125% 125 12o%
Anaconda.
Atch., Top. A P. Fe 69% 69% 69 69*4
Ateh., Top. A S. Fe, pfd 92% 93 92V£ 93
Baltimore A Ohio 78%. 79 78% 79
Baltimore & Ohio, pfd... ....... .......

Brooklyn Rapid Tran... 46% 47% 46*4 47
Canadian l'acitlc 117% 11*% 117.4 U"
Chesapeake & Ohio 30 30% SO 30%
Chicago A Alton... - 36% 96% 36.4 8*'%
Chicago A Alton, pfd -

Chicago Great Western. 18% 18% 13% 13%
Chi . Mil. & St. Paul 139% 1« 139% 140%
Colorado Fuel A Iron... 28% 28% 28% 28%
Consolidated'fas - 20314 203% 20^% 203 k

Delaware A Hudson 152% 168% 152% 153%
Erie, common 23% 24 23% 23%
Erie, 1st pfd.. ....... 66% 57% 66% 67%
Erie, 2d pfd ... 34% 34>4 33^4 34/2
General Electric. - - - -~-

Illinois Central 129-% 129% 129 129
Kansas City Southern... ........

Louisville A Nashville- 10714 108 107% 107%
Manhattan Elevated.... 144% 144% 144% 144%
Metropolitan Sees. Co - ....

Metropolitan St. Ky 110 110% 110 110%
Mo.. Kan. A Tex., com- lf.% 15% 15% 15%
Mo., Kan. & Tex., pfd.- - ....... ....... .......

Missouri Pacific 89% 90 89 8V%
Mexican Central.... 7 7 6% 6%
National I^ead 20 20 19J^ 20
New York Central '1® H4."s
N. Y.. Ont. A Western... 25% is% 24% 25%Norfolk A Western 58% 54% 63% 54%
Pacific Mail Steamship .... -¦¦¦¦¦¦

Pennsylvania R. B. 113% 114% 113% 114%
People's Gas of Chicago 95% Sr5% 96% 95'-9
Pressed Steel Car - .

Reading . 44% 46% 4454 46%
Reading, 1st pfd._ - - - .....

Reading, 2d pfd_ 63% 63.% 63% 63%
Republic Steel A Iron... 6% 6% 6% 6%
Rep. Steel A Iron, pfd.. 3H 88% 88 »s%
Rock Island,common... 20 20% 19% 20%
Rock Island, pfd- 63 6S% 63 63%
Rubber Goods .... - .... -...

St. L. A S. F., 2d pfd ........ ........ ...

St. Louis Southwestern. 11 11 11 11
8t Louis S. W., pfd 28 28 28 28
Southern Pacific 45% 45J4 45% 46%
Southern Railway 19% 20*4 19% 20%
Southern Railway, pfd. 83 83 83 83
Tennessee Coal A Iron. 33 33% 31 83J4Texas Pacific. 20% 20'4 20% 20,.
I'nion Pacific. *2% 83% 8294 8S%
Union Pacific, pfd ....- -¦¦¦- ..¦¦¦

United States leather.. 6% 6%6%
U. 8. Ileather, nfd - H>% 80% f0% f0%
United States Rubber... 15% 16 15% 18
United Slates Steel 814 99
U. S. Steel, pfd.. 13% E»% 62% 68%
U. S. Steel 2d 5's 73% '«»% 7S% <3%
Wabash- . . - -. .

Wabash, pfd 33% 34 33% 34
Wheeling A L. E - ....... ......

Western L'nion 86 86 86 86
Wisconsin Central ....... . .

Chi. Ter. A T. Trust, pfd
GOVERNMENT BONDS.

Bid. Asked.
S pei cents, registered. 1908 106% 10614
3 per cents, coupons. 1008 109 106%
8 per cents, small, 1908 100
4 per cents, registered. 1907 108 106*4
4 per cents, coupons. 11M>7 107 107%
4 per c?nts, registered. 1925 132% 133
4 per cents, coupons. 1W25 132% 133%
4 per cents, Philippines 110
2 per cents, registered 104% 105
2 per cents, coupons 105105%
District of Columbia 119

;Baltimore Markets.
Special Dispatch to The Erenlng Star.
BALTIMORE. Md.. June 7..FLOl'R.Quiet, nn-

changed; receipts, 3,975 barrels; exports, 1,j08

'"wHEAT-Dull: spot, contract. l.Mal.03%: spot,
No 2 red western. 1.04al.<MVi; June, 1.03al.OSVi:-
July, 88 asked; August, 88% asked; steamer No. 2
red 90s90V«; receipts. 250 bushels; aontbern b»
sample. OOal.OS; southern on grade. HOol.ai.
OOBN.Firmer; spot. 53a53Vi; June, 53a53<4;

July. 54*54%; steamer mixed, 49>^a49-\; receipts,
4,345 bushels; southern white corn. 51a57; south¬
ern yellow corn, 51a57%.

_ . .OATS.Firm; No. 2 white, 48Ua4G; No. 2 mixed,
44%a4o%; receipts, 2,540 bushels.
BYE.Dull; uptown, No. 2 western, 79a80.
HAY.Dull. unchanKed.
GRAIN FREIGHTS.Steady, unchanged.
BUTTER.Steady; fancy imitation, 19a20; fancy

creamery 23a24; fancy ladle, 15al6; store packed,
12a13.
EGGS.Firm, 17al8.
CHEESE.Steadv: large, 10%sl0%; medium, 10%

all; smaB. ll%ail%.
SUGAR.Firm; cuarne granulated, 5.10; One, 5.10.

Grain, Provisions and Cotton Markets.
CHICAGO. June 7..Grain:

Open. High. Low. Close.

Wbeat^.n^ 87% g|% |7%
88 88*88
88 Sh S3

CHICAGO, June T.-Prorlsiona:
Open. High. Low. Otow.

Pork.July 11.80 J2.15
Sept... 12.00

Lard.Jufcr 6 50 ««2
Sept «.70

Ribs.July «826.M
Sept 7.06 7.W

NEW YORK. June 7.-Cotton:
Open. High. Iaw. CIota.

j,,ly 11.16 11.54 11.18 1154
Anrntit 10 65 16.90 10 65 10.08aSKmiii ....... 9.93 10.06 »W 10.05
October V.*.... . .. . 9 59 9.78 9.57 9 78
December.!.. » «» » «8 ».4T 9.08

1>0CAX< FINANCIAL NEWS.

The annual meeting of the Bankers' Asso¬
ciation of Washington was held yesterday
afternoon, when officers were chosen as

follows: President. John H. Moore, vice

president Citizens' Bank; first vice presi-
dent, Albion K. Parrls of Crane, Parrls &
Co.; second vice president. John Joy Edson.
president Washington Loan and Trust
Company; secretary, William A. Mearns.
Lewis Johnson A Co.: treasurer, Frank H.
Smith, Union Savings Bank; council of ad¬
ministration. the president and vice presi¬
dents and Charles E. White, cashier Bank
of Washington: W. J. Plather, assistant
cashier Rlggs Bank; C. F. Norment, presi¬
dent Central Bank, and 8. Thomas Brown,
president Farmers and Mechanics' Bank.
Delegate to the American bankers' con-1

vention. which meets In September. E.
Southard Parker, president. Metropolitan
Bank; alternate, John H. Moore.
An appropriation was made to aid the

local chapter of (hp Bank rMerkS" Institute
to secure permanent quarters.
The statement that has been In circula¬

tion to the effect that the Western Mary¬
land Railroad Company, now a part of
what Is commonly "spoken of as the Gould
system, has abandoned the building of tlie
Cumberland extension Is denied by an offi¬
cer of the company. He state* that the
work of building the sixty miles of roud
necessary to form a connection between
Cumberland anr the West Virginia Central
railroad Is going on. and that it is expected
it will be finished on contract time, namely.
April 1 of next year.
On llu first of next month will be finish¬

ed an 1 opened the extension of this road
to the wi.ter front in Baltimore. A large
sum of money has been spent on the ter¬
minal in that city and arrangements have
been m.de to give th>? new road dock room
oil the ck-Iis which are to be built by the
city.
Attention is called by the Wall Street

Journal to the present rapid Increase in the
circulation of national banks It is ex¬
plained that this is due to the fact that the
banks are Issuing circulation, not in re¬
sponse to any unusual demand for money,
but because of the decline In the prices of
I'nited States bonds by which circulation
Is secured, thus making the taking out of
notes profitable. In fact. It is stated, the
profits on circulation are now greater than
they have been In some time Secured by2 per cent bonds. It is estimated there is at
least a profit of l.flft per cent in circulation
as against dlrecT loans of money.

The securities of the Washington RailwayCompany were again at the meeting of the
stock exchange today the most active of
the entire list. The buying was strong and
the aggregate of sales of the bonds reached
a large amount.

The greatest amount r.old in one lot was
nnd another lot of $lft,iNN> changed

hands, although some In the bonds
wero traded in one- of the biggest aggre¬
gates in this security that has been re¬
corded as the result of one day's trading
on the exchange
There were no bonds offered at less than

78 and the demand for them at that tlgure
was not satisfied and continued after the
call. Yesterday the closing hid was 77K.
with the asking price at 7*. Today, wlien
the bonds were called, all offerings at 7X
were promptly taken, and then the priceadvanced to at which level there wero
numerous sales At the close the asking
price was 78H and the bid 78.

Sales of the preferred stock were made at
both above and below .>». The asking price
at the closc was 01. There was trading In
the common stock of the company at 1.1and at 15'*.

Today's Government Receipts.
National baik notes received today for

redemption, $750,138; government receipts
fiom internal revenue, 12011.W2; customs.
1808*738; ittectHinaom, M,415; ?-xp.iMi-
tures, $1.020(<JUM. Available cush balance.

Washing-ton Stock*Excliange
SalpB.-Ilffnilar rail. 12 o'clock noon.WashingtonStreet Rwy 4h. $1,000 at 78. $1,000 at 7#. $1,000

at 78. $2,000 at 7k. $.1,000 at 7m. $l.i»m at 7«,<.$23,000 »U 7M. at 7K'*. $1o.<hn» at 7N«s.$1,000 at 7KM,. $ 1.000 at 7M«..
Capital Traction. 0 at 1221?.Washington Street Kwy. pfd.. 50 at HO*;Mergeuthaler Linotype, 100 at 173. lo at 174. 2

at 174%.
After call Mergenthaler Linotype, ft at 174'^.Washington Street Kwy. pM., loo at OOty. 20 atGO
Washington Gas, 2 at 57H. 1 st 57ty.Washington Street Kwy. 4s. $5,000 at 78H,buyer 10; $.1,000 at 78«<i. $1,00t> at TS%. $1,000 at

78V*. $1,000 at 78V4, $300 at 7K«*. $."»oo at 79.$1,000 at 78S,.
Washington Street Rwy. com.. .10 at 11. BO at 15,100 at 1.1U». 100 at 15. loo at l.Vu.
Widdanon Street Kwy. j»r«i. BO at oo. 50 at60. 50 at 00. BO at 50 at 59**.

KAILKOAD BONDS.
Bid. Ask'nL

Capital Traction 4s 10(»\£ 108Metropolitan 5s 117% 118
Metr i|»ollian 5s cert, indebt.. A.... 101 105
Metropolitan cert, indebt., B 101 105
(Columbia 0m 117 119
Columbia 5slur»*~jCity and Suburban 5s \M) .....

AnacoFtia and I'otomac 5s 90
Washington Riry. and Elec. 4s.... 78 78^

MISCELLANEOUS BONDS.
Washington (Jas series A 100
Washington Gas 0s, series B 100 .....

Washington Gas cert 110** 118
U. S. Elec. Lt. deb. Imp. 0s 103
U. S. Elec. Lt cert. lnd. 0s 103
Chesapeake and Potomac Tel. 5s.., 104*6 10&V6Washington Market 1st 6s 100
Masonic Hall Association 5s C joO

SAFE DEPOSIT AND TRUST STOCK8.
National Safe Deposit and Trust... 147 1.10
Washington Loan and Trust 2'tf1*: 212*4American Security and Trust 103 200
Washington Safn Dej>osit.... 40 .....

Union Trust and Storage 108 109
Washington Savings Bank 105 110Home Savings Bank 138 .....

RAILROAD STOCKS.
Caplti.1 Traction : 122 123
Washington Uwy. and Elec. pfd.... B9 00%Washington Uwy. aud Elec. com... 14H

NATIONAL BANK STOCKS.
Bank of Washington 430 440
Metropolitan 475 .....
Central 296
Farmers and Mechanics' 302 .....
Second 150
Citizens' 220
Colombia 210
Capital 170
Traders* 148 160
Lincoln 125
Riggs. 560
American National Bauk 135

INSURANCE STOCKS.
Firemen's J®fl"
Franklin 47 55
Metropolitan 75
Corcoran TO .

Potomac 25 '>T

Arlington 29 81
German American 240 .....

National Union 7*4
Columbia 10 12*4i
KI«P. . g* 8%
People'! IJk®\
Commercial
Cslouial 10®

TITLE INSURANCE STOCKS.
Real Estate Title 8®
Columbia Title
Washington Title o .....

TELEPHONE AND GRAPHOPIIONE STOCKS.
Chesapeake and Potomac 8S..

American Grspbopbooe com *S
American Grapbophone pfd 8

GAS STOCKS.
Washington Gas
Georgetown Gas.. OH t*l

TYPE MACHINK STOCKS.
Mergenthaler Linotype
Lanston Monotype .

MISCELLANEOUS STOCKS.
Greene Con. Copper
Washington Market 13y.yNor. and Wash. Steamtioat 230 J40
J. Mau:y 1J® .....

Realty Appraisal Agency .....

.Ex-dlr.

The Caspian. Sea.
From the Ix>ndon Telegraph.
One of the most remarkable physical fea¬

tures of the globe is the deep and wide de¬
pression In the hollow of which stands the
Caspian sea. and near to lt the Sea of
Aral. The Caspian Is nearly as large as

France, and Its surface Is eighty-four feet
below the level of the Black sea. The Sea
of Aral Is nearly as large as Ireland, and
Is very little over the sea level. Within
recent geological times the vast expanse In
which these lakes are found was sea. Its
floor has been gradually raised, and the
waters tilling the depressions are all that
is left of an ancient Mediterranean. A
strange feature of both bodies of water la
that, although they receive large rivers,
especially the Caspian. Into which the Vol¬
ga. the Ural river and scores of streams
from the Caucasus flow, both have for
many years been getting shallower. Evap¬
oration, for they have no outlet, exceed*
the Inflow. But for some climatic reason
probably, like Lake Ural and Its neighbor.
Lake Balkash, have since 181*1 been In¬
creasing in depth. Nature reports that M.
Berg visited Lake Balkash last summer,
and found that the level was rising with
comparative rapidity.. Whereas the Cas¬
pian, like the Dead sea. Is very salt, owing
to the rate of evaporation, Aral and Bal¬
kash are brackish only. These remnants of
what was once a great sea opening Into
the ocean, as the Mediterranean does now,
still contain marine fish and seals. Some
of the latter survive In the Aral and Baikal
lakes, having gradually become fitted for
their habitat, though It Is no longer salt,
but merely brackish, and. In the case ot
Baikal, actually fresh water.

1 *

Pens and Swords.
From St. Nicholas.
Nations founded by the sword, sustained

by the sword, pass and are forgotten. But
the written words, the words of "men en¬

tirely great." outlast the very civilisation
amid which they were penned. Who can
leave out of account, even today, the work
of Homer, Virgil, Dante, Shakespeare.
Mollere. Cervantes. Ooethe? Even today
every thinking man must acknowledge their
sway, must live in the kingdoms of thought
these men have founded. Let us then put
among the relics of the great the tools of
their government.and Jet us hold precious
the pens and inkstands that have outlasted
and overcome the swords of conqueror^
the scepters of the kings.


