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A BASELESS ATTACK.

Why Success Was Merited.

late. IFor some reason cer-

tain persons have felt themselves
called uwpon to decry their use, 0
throw doubt upon their efficacy. (0
question their honesty as well as
the honor of those who have spent
a lifctime in perfecting them and
making their value known to the
public. But in answer to these at-
tacks an investigation was demand-
ed and it was proven that the medi-
cines which for nearly forty years
had retained the confidence of the
public did have merit and honest)
behind them. The thing which 1s
of no value in this world has a shost
existence, and if the Pierce Family
Medicines were not what they are
claimed to be they would not have
a proved record of millions of cures
in the period during which they have
been upon the market.

There lives in Buffalo, N. Y., a
man who is widely known as tne
proprictor of Dr. Pierce’s Favorite
Preseription.  Dr. Pierce lately came
into added publicity because of the
unwarranted attack made upon lis
medicines by a certain periodical,
which charged that they were nost
what thev were represented to be by
the doctor. He promptly met that = t-
tack by suing the owners of the
journal in  quiestion for $200,500
damages. Upon the filing of this
suit a retraction was printed by ihe
editors, who acknowledged that
their statement was entirely with-
out foundation, but notwithstanding
this covert attacks have still been
made upon Dr. Pierce and his b.si-
Such well-known chemists as
’rof. Henry Leffmann and Chas. H.
Lawall of Philadelphia, State Chem-
ist John A, Miller of Buffalo, N. Y.;
Prof. Wilbur L. Scoville of Dos.on,
Ldward Gudeman, P. H. D., of Cli-
cago, have all testified to the fact
that Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescrip-
tion contains no alcohol, opium or
anv harmiul drugs, they having pur-
chased bottles of the medicine in
the open market in their respective
cities and made careful analysis of
same. Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Pre-
scription is a pure compound of
medicinal plants scientifically ex-
tracted. Dr. Pierce himself is a man
of honor, respected in the conm:u-
nitv and enjovs the confidence of his
fellow citizens, whom he represented
in Congress some yvears ago. A
high-class manufacturer is not like-
Iv to put an utterly worthless meai-
cine on the market, for it wonld re-
act on his good name and lose him
his business or reputation.  The
“Favorite Prescription” i1s a medi-
ine for the sole purpose of curing
IIs with which women are bvr-
dened.  The women who refuse to

a thoroughly established remedy
f known composition merely be-
cause 1t is a so-called patent medi-
guilty of mnarrow-minded
fanaticism.  Probably your mother
used one of Dr. Pierce’s well-known
medicines for sickness in the family,
and what was good enough for your
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mother ought to be good enough
for yourself. The thing which is of
no value in this world has a shott
existence, and if Dr. Pierce’s Favor-
ite Prescription was not what it
claimed to be, there would not he
the enormous sale for it that there
is today.

There is no reason why womcn
should suffer so from headache,
backache, pain in the back of the
neck—pain everywhere. It is abso-
lutely possible for them to rid thein-
selves of these troubles for good
and all by turning to the right rem-
edy.

When witnesses are examined the
court insists that they shall tell only
what they know, not what they think
or believe. Time and again the wan-
dering witness is brought back to
the point by the stern voice of the
judge: “Madam, we are not inter-
ested in what you think, we want
to hear what you actually know.”

There’s no such trouble experi-
enced with the worthy women wit-
nesses to the cures wrought by Dr.
Pierce’s Favorite Prescription. They
know what they are talking about.
Women who suffered from panful
irregularities, from inflammaticn,
ulceration, displaced organs, bear-
ing-down pains, or any other foim
of female disorder, which under--
mines the health and shatters the
nerves—such women know when
they are well and why they are weli.
They do not hesitate to say: “I
know ‘Favorite Prescription’ cured
me.” There are half a million wo-
men witnesses like these:

“It is a great pleasure to me to
give my testimony to such great
remedies as your ‘Golden Medical
Discovery’ and ‘Favorite Prescr:p-
tion,” 7 writes Mrs. B. I'. Dooley of
No. 368 South Upper street, Lex-
ington, Ky. “I was afflicted for
several years with female weakness,
and four years ago got so bad I
had nervous prostration, mentally
and bodily. T was thinking all the
time [ would go insane if 1 did not
get relief, when a neighbor of mine
gave me your ‘Common Sense Me-i-
ical Adviser’ to look over and see if
[ could find anything to do me any
good. I could not do any of my
housework, had to be helped to and
imto the buggy to go and see niy
doctor. After finding that he couid
not give me any reliel I commenced
taking vour medicines and before [
had taken two bottles commenced
to feel better. After taking thirteen
bottles I became sound and well
Pefore taking your remedies I only
weighed 135 pounds, now weigh
165 pounds and feel ten years
vounger. (Present age 41 years.} |
cannot say too much for Dr. Pierce’s
Favorite Prescription.”

Don't you want a reliable doctor
book? By sending 21 one-cent
stamps to Dr. R. V. Pierce, Bui-
i-lo, N. Y., to cover cost of mailing
only, vou will get by return mail
a free copy of his great book, “The
People’'s Common Sense Medical
Adviser,” illustrated. 1,008 pages,
in paper covers. Cloth-bound, 31
stamps.

Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets cure
biliousness.

$1,000 REWARD

Is Offered as
A Guarantee that

Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription

containe ne aleohol, opium or any harmful dmg.
pubilsbing false statements concerning its
fngradivnts will be prosecuted.  This medicine 18
vompoipded of medic-pal principles, sclentifcally
from indigenous roots that cure the
whirh It is recommended. [t has
pubilic confidence for over a third
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SIR PURDON ON M. M. A.

Would Label Certain ‘“Old Masters”
“Spurious”—Sunday Opening.
v interview with a New York Tribune
r vesterday SirCaspar Purdon Clarke,
the new director of the Metropolitan Mu-
of Art, told of his observations of the
uf which he has been a close stu-
his arrival eight days ago. He
indicated certain lines of policy that

nusenm

dent since

also

will probably be followed on his assumption

of the directorship next September.

Speaking of the collection of pictures In
museum, Sir Purdon sald:

“1 think as to the modern French school
represented there is no better collection any-
where Melssonier's military pictures, I
think, are especlally fine. Of course, there
are many pletures in the museum which are

the

not the best examples of their palnters’
work. I would leave them as they are, how-
ever

er. untll better examples are avallable.”

How would you dispose of the alleged
spurious old masters in the museum?' he
was asked,

“Many spurious pictures,” replied Mr. Pur-
don, “are of real Intrinsic value in them-
sl ves
do in the South Kensington Museum, and
transfer them to the gallery of moderns.

I could label them ‘spurious,’ as we

World’s Dispensary Medical
Association,
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FPRESIDENT.

Taken on the whole, I think New York
ought to be proud of her museum.”

“Are you unreservedly in favor of the
Sunday opening of the museum?’' asked the
reporter.

“l don’t think the museum should be per-
mitted to Interfere in any possible way with
the attendance at church.” he sald. “But I
think the museum might be opened, say, at
2 p.m., and if ten people want to come there
at night it might remain open until, say, 10
o'clock. I visited the museum last Sunday,
and il was a good gallery and a good aundl-
ence. I was Impressed with the appreecia-
tion shown.”

Rich American in British Divorce.

The report is current in legal circles in
London that a divorce sult which will cre-
ate a sensation on both sides of the Atlan-
tic {s pending in the English courts, The
petitioner is the head of a big manufactur-
ing concern in London and the co-respand-
ent a young American multi-millionalre,
who has been a good deal before the public
recently. The ground for the suit is sajd
to have been given two years ago, but of
course it still remains te be proved. The
social position and financlal standing of the
petitioner, who, however, makes a claim for

heavy damages, Is against the idea that the
suil is not a bona fide one.

AT HOME AND ABROAY

The Writing of Chapters of
Russian History.

TRIAL JUDGE TALKS

RESIGNED BECAUSE OF CONSCIEN-
TIOUS CONVICTIONS.

Acts of Oppression Cited — Incidents
Which Preceded the Assassination
of Grand Duke Sergius.

The soldiers of the czar are writing one
chapter of Russian history with their blood
on the snow-covered plains of Manchuria.
Other chapters are being supplied by the
Trenzied workmen and nihilists in different
parts of -the vast Russian domains. But
there is much of the secret history of Rus-
sia which perhaps will never be written.
It is concerning this latter that Mr. James
Borissoff De Fabrikant, a former Russian
trial judge at Baku talked interestingly to a
Star reporter. He is making a tour of some
of the great countrieg of the world and has
stopped In Washington to study briefly the
free and patriotic system of Americain gov-
ernment which stands in such sharp con-
trast, he says, with that of his native land.

Mr. Fabrikant has chosen a most propi-
tious time for his stay in the eapital, with
both houses of Congress in session and the
citizens making their elaborate preparations

garded as miscarriages of justice, that
Judge Fabrikant was impelled to discard
the judicial ermine and vacate the Russian
bench, His description of the legal conduect
mentioned makes Russian justice appear
farcical and like a buglesque.

The Russian jurist declared that the pres-
ent war with Japan is kot popular with the
people of his counify, as has been asserted.
On the contrary, he added, nine-tenths of
the people of Russia, outside of the officlal
classes, are stmngs opposed to It

Death of Sergius.

Continuing his Interesting talk with The
8tar reporter, Juli?e Fabrikant gave what
he termed “the ®uth about Grand Duke
Sergius."

“The death of Grand Duke Sergius,” said
the Russian judge! “ha¥ created great com-
motion, and much that is untrue is being
written about it, frequently in good faith,
but more frequently with malice afore-
thought. Therefore, permit me to offer a
few statements with regard to the actual
facts.

“While governor general of Moscow
Grand Duke Sergius was directly respon-
sihle for the several thousands of llves losts
during the coronation festivities in Moscow
in 1s46: for the destruction of thousands
of Jewish homes by unjust and illegal ex-
pulsion of Jews from Moscow and nelgh-
boring ‘gubernil’ (Bovernments); for the
thousands of shattered families, mourning
for lost fathers and brothers and sisters
perishing in living graves in foul dungeons,
in the steppes and wilds of Siheria, for so-

called ‘political crimes.” And what are
these ‘crimes? ‘Poiti v narad—‘'to go
among the people’—is a ‘political crime,’

and as such punishabla by exile and even
by ecapltal punishment.

“Mind, only ‘pelitical eriminals' ara sub-
ject to capital punishment In Russia; mur-
derers and such lke are treated more
leniently!

“To {illustrate.’” ‘continued Judge Fabri-
kant, “all our university settlement work-
ers would be ‘political eriminals’ in Russla,
and If Hull House were removed to St
Petershurg tomorrow every worker would
be on his way to Slberia the following day.
This is incredihle to the American mind,
but nevertheless it is literally true.

Without a Parallel.
“With all their Inventiveness in mnew

PALACE OF TSARSKOYE-SELO.

Wiaere the czar la In hiding and where the council of the nation s to meet.
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for the enthusiastic installation of Presi-
dent Roosevelt for a term of four ) cars in
that palace of patriotism popularly and
officially known as the White House. He
savs his experience here will be an object
lesson in popular government that he will
never forget. He resigned his portfollo as
trial judge at Baku because of his con-
scientious convictions, he sald, concluding
that he could no longer serve the crown in
that capacity with honor to himself, as the
trial judges of Russila are in fact the mer-
est puppets or figureheads in the hands of
the higher authorities.
Illustrates His Point.

To illustrate this he stated that after he
had passed sentence on a culprit the high
officers of the department of which his
court was a part would at their will, and
without reviewing the evidence or giving
the prisoner another hearing, increase or
lower the term of his imprisonment. In
some cases, for instance, where Judge Fa-
bhrikant had sentenced a man to two years
in prison the powers above have Increased
the penalty to a greater number of years,
or even Lo exile In bleak, barren. ice-covered
Siberia, without any apparent cause for so
doing, unless, perhuaps, secret influence was
brought to bear against the condemned
man. It was because of such instances, re-

forms of cruelty, Nero and ‘Ivan the Ter-
rible’ had never wrought half the evil to
their wretched subjects whlch the Tsars
Alexander III and Nicholas IT were and
are, Individually, enabled to Infllet with the
aid of the entire modern apparatus for
slaughter.

“In this they are ably seconded by tLhe
kindly efforts of the dowager smpre=s, the
late Sergius & Co, These gentlemen kill by
wholesale, not retail, discovering. as they
do, every now and then, Imaginary consplr-
acies, presumably ramifylng in every sec-
tion of the vast empire, and thus condemn-
ing thousands of Innocents.

“The death of Sergius Is as nothing when
weighed in the balance agalnst the mass of
innocent bhiood shed. by them uninterrupt-
edly for twenty-five years.

“There is no doubt that the revolution In
Russia has begun, and there need he amall
wonder If in the near future it proves to
he thz bloodiest ever known, because the
Russian government itself for the past
twenty-five years has been inciting the peo-
ple to bloodiest reprisals by Iits fictltious
discoveries of fietitious internal enemiles.

“Even the nobles, in whose favor osten-
sibly the government Iis appressing the
masses, are now the first to repudiate by
means of the ‘zemstvos' (local assemblies)
Its paternalism.” i

LARGEST OF THE CUNARDERS.
The Caronia Started for New York on
Maiden Trip.

The new Cunard line steamer Caronia
giailed for New York from Queenstown yes-
terday on her malden voyage. She behaved
splendidly, despite a heavy gale, after leav-

ing Liverpool.

The Caronia the biggest ship ever
owned by the Cunard line. With the ex-
ception of the three newest White Star line
steamers, the Caronia is the biggest ship to
engage in the trans-Atiantic trade.

She is the largest vessel ever built on the
Clyde. Her outside plating alone would
cover three acres of land, and 1,800,000 steal]
rivets were used to sccure the hull, Some
of the rivets used in the ship’s bottom ars
seven inehes in length and weigh three and
one-half pounds.

Thete are eight continuous decks, includ-
ing an upper and promenade, and each of
the turn shafts is 225 feet long and two
feet in diameter. The Caronia is a proto-
type of the unfinlshed Carmania, except
that the latter is to be driven by turbine
engines, The Caronia’s engines are of the
quadruple exnansion type,

The chiel measurements
are: Length over all, 675 feet; hreadth,
feet; depth from shelter deck, 52 feet; depth
from boat deck, S0 feet; depth from bridge,
0T feel ) gross tonnage, 21 000, displacement,
SO Lons.,

s

of the Caronin
T2

RECONCILED TO DEFEAT.

Mention of Presidency No Longer Sets
Bryan's Heart Thumping.

A dispateh from Washington Court House,
Ohio., vesterday says: Willlam J, Bryan
passed through here. When someone in the
car, shaking hands with him, remarked,
“Mr. Bryan, we will make yvou Pres!dent
some time,” the colonel said: "I thank you
for your good wishes, but I have heard that
g0 muech that it no longer makes my heart
palpitate.”

Discussing President Roosevelt's demand
for a greater navy, Colonel Bryan salid;

“The idea of an immense navy having an
effect to prevent trouble with other nations
is ridieulous. Just as well claim that to
arm everybody with revolvers would have
a tendency to prevent trouble in a commu-
nity. It is more apt to cause trouble, be-
cause of the desire to test the power of the
navy. Suppose we should have the largest

navy in the world! Other countries would
build larger ones still. Then we would
have to build a still larger one, and so on,
s0 long as the taxpayers were able to fur-
nish the money. I think we have struck
the happy medintm and now have a navy of
just about the right size.”

Directors and Officers Elected.

At the annual meetlng of the members
of the Masonic Mutual Relief Assoclation
of the District of Columbia, held recently,
the following directors were unanimously
re-elected for three years: Henry K. Simp-
son, Wm. G. Henderson, Harry F. Riley,
A. W. Johnston, L. Pierce Boteler, D. J.
Kaufman, W, J. Wallace and F. J. Wood-
man.

At the monthly meeting of the board of
directors, held on the 22d instant, the fol-
lowing officers were unanimously re-elected
for the ensuing year: George Glbson, pres-
ident; Henry K. Simpson, vice president;
Wm. Montgomery, secretary; W. T. Wal-
ker, treasurer; J. B. Nichols, M. D., medical
director. :

3. L. Dar!ln%ton is attorney for the as-
soclation and R. E. Forster of Philadelphia
is the actuary.

—

LOSES GIRL ON WEDDING EVE.

Boston Young Woman Changed Her
Mind—Rejected Baron.

A dispatch from Boston, Mass.,, says:
Because Miss Mina Twombly Jones, of No.
401 Marlboro street, a relative of the Van-
derbilt and Twombly families of New York,
has declded that she does not any longer
love Baron Arthur Kambler Edler von
.‘_:i;u;rlmrg, a captain of the Austrian asmy,
invitations to a wedding which was to
h‘.-u-n taken place at St. Tecella's Church
'11111_r.-;-i;|.y morning have been withdrawn.

Miss Jones reached her decision suddenly,
and telegrams were sent Saturday to In-
form gusests expected from New York and
ur{.t:{- ‘(‘]l_l-."::i that there will be no wedding.
“:Tlm_a Jones is a daughter of Mrs, Frank
) ‘I.j .u-n‘ Junes, She is twenty years old
.;_r_.. : most gf her life up to the time she wu.s.;
il.rtu.\r[ '?\'Il-‘i spent abroad. Since then she
l.tI:..'l Il\.w!1 in Boston, but has made two
]I-I’:R to Europe. She met Baron von Saar-
E"'Tg l:‘l:-it summer. The Austrian fel]l in
l::‘\l_:-”‘:&i:.]'q the pretty American girl, and

It e summe as rer
Sl &r was over they were

Miss Jones' mother retur:

- : : ned to
lc;I}“'. Miss .Irmos remained to study musie,
‘fu_ is a fine _viulinist. and has been one
of the players in the girls' orchestra, whitfl

has enlivened tt ! i
sl € Vincent Club fostiy als

America,

The Pension Office Building.

To the Editor of The Evening Star:

The people of Washington and the whole
country and the world are now seeing the
qufldrcnnlal disfigurement of this building
gpmg on by the erection of unsightly addt-
ticns thereto. It may be said that they
are only temporary and it would not pay
L3 ornament them. So also are the decora-
tons on the inside of the building, upon
which much Ingenuity, time, labor and
mnne:; are being expended, which will be
seen by comparatively few people but
while the outside additions will be In evi.
2g?ce‘-«palnitul evidence—for weeks. Is it
i ‘ery Inconsigtent; that, while man
thousands of dollars are being expended ii
other parts of the city In exterior decora-
tions, the exterlor of the place where the
grandest exhibition afi;all that can be de-
w_sed In the way of attractiveness is being
pl_epared! should e made as repulsive as
pcesible in appeardnce® Whitewash or red,
white and blue wash these temporary
bulldings, or cover with bunting, or in
some other way glve some sort of a finish
to them. The observatlon stands are deco-
rated, the information booths are painted,
and \:vhy should these buildings be unfin-
ished? C, M. D. BROWNE.

Post and Corps Members as Guests.

Miss Augusta Raab, who was recently
elected president of the George U. Morris
Woman's Relief Corps, gave a reception re-
cently to George U. Morris Post and Corps
at her residence, 1265 32d street northwest,
The housa was beautifully decorated with
palms, flowers and flags, and a stringed
$Chmn furnished the music for the even-

E.

A collatlon was served in the la
room. The tables were deeotatada:fl:hd}mem“g
and flowers, with a plece representing the
Goddess of Liberty for the centerpiece. The
past department president, Mrs. Ida L.
Chase, was the guest of the evening.

Among those present were Ida L. Chase,
Margaret A. Walker, Virginia Corrick, Mar-
garet Bradt, Alice Burck, Mrs. Puvole, the
Misses Fishers, Commander Fletcher,

Messrs. Du Vaul, George Rowe, Burck and
Bradt.

The evening closed with the Vi reel,
all present partlc}pxtl;g. e

JEMSTVO IN POLITICS

Part Played by It in De-
velopment of Russia.

NOTED WRITER’S VIEWS

GREAT IMPORTANCE ATTACHED
TO GROWTH OF MOVEMENT.

Its Efforts for National Education—
Conflict Now on Against Usurpa-
tion of Nation’s Functions.

Correspondence of the Associated Press.

ST. PETERSBURG, February 4.—Another
review of the present political situation in
Russia is contributed to the Associated
P'ress by a prominent Russian writer, Alex-
ander Stolypin, who has made a special
study of guestions of local self-government
and has himself taken conspicuous part in
the work of the zemstvo. Mr, Stolypin
was formerly editor of Prince Ouktomsky's
paper, the Petersburg Viedomostl, and is
now political editor of the Novoe Vremya.
Mr. Stolypin attaches the greatest Impor-
tance to “the part played by the zemstvo
in the political development of Russla,"”
under which heading he writes as follows:

“In discussing the political development
of Russia with especilal reference to self-
government, I propose to devofe myself ex-
clusively to the zemstvo (land council),
sinca the political significance of the douma

(town councll) is with rare exceptions, prac-
tically nil, and 1t is only lately that the
town councils of certain large citles have
joined in the general movement and have
even assumed a prominent part.

“Such, for instance, was the recent declsion
of the Moscow Douma, demanding political
rights for the whole country and declaring
that in the absence of such rights the In-
terests of such a large municipal center as
Moscow must suffer.

“But even If the political Importance of
Russlan cities should at any time develop,
we shall witness only its beginning; while
the significance of the provinclal institu-
tlons or zemstovs as factors of great po-
litical importance it proved by forty years
of struggle for a predominance which the
state has never heen willing to grant.

Establishment of the Zemstvo.

““As a matter of fact, the establishment
of the zemstvo on January 1 (13th), 1864,
brought ihe germ of conflict In the vague-
ness of the organic legislation, which, fear-
ing ‘unrealizable expectations and liberal
tendencies among the various classes,’ lim-
jied the zemstvo to an agricultural sphere
of activity, but, at the same time, yvielding
to the spirit of the time, allowed the
zemetvo almost unlimited independence in
this sphere.

“Such liberty, placed in artificial rmme's.
such complete competency to a certain
limit where began complete negation ol
rights, such an attitude toward the people,
now treating them as grown-up men, now
as children, all this bore the stamp of un-
precedented disregard of practical consid-
erations.

“The Inevitable consequence was that the
administration and the free zemstvo, placed
side by side, began to trespass on each
other's ground. It was not to be expect'ed
that the administration would voluntarily
surrender a part of its political rights to
the zemstvo and thereby extend this lat-
ter's powers, and it was equally difficult to
expect that the zemstvo would allow this
administration a free hand in the matters
whichh had been placed within its full con-
trol.

“And the event justified these apprehen-
sions: no sooner had the zemstvo begun
fts work than accusations came from aul
sides that it was arrogating to Itself a
political character: on the other hand, the
zemstvo retorted with sincerity and justice
that its work was belng interfered with.

Efforts for National Education.

“The most striking example of this was
given In connection with its efforts for na-
tional education. The zemstvo had been
empowered to deal with this question, but
under the foggy., bureaucratic proviso,
‘within the limits defined by law.” Now,
the law, not having been drafted with
prophetic provision of the newly created in-
stitution, was mute on the subject of ‘lim-
its.'

“But when the zemstvos began to builld
schools and seminaries, organize librarles,
ete., the satisfactlon which the ministry of
public instruction should have felt on see-
ing a great share of its work assumed hy
other shoulders quickly gave place to dread
lest the ministerial progress of educatim
might be disregarded, and chiefly lest such
a powerful weapon for political evelution
as the education of the younger generation
might fall into other hands.

“Restrictions followed. With the aid of
legislative measures and ecirculars, public
and secret, the ministry of public instrue-
tion brought matters to such a pass that
the zemstvos after voting tue money and
building the schools were foreed to surren-
der them to the ministry. As a slight con-
cession they were, however, permitted to
conduct primary schools, including not
more than two classes (standards), provid-
ing the teaching adhered strictly to tha
government program, using only school
books authorized by the ministry and un-
der the most stringent control of the zov-
ernment. all of which involved enormous
expenditure of energy and money.

Zemtsvo Demands Modest.

‘But the zemstvo budget is modest. Tt
could pay th: teacher not more than an
average of twenty, sometimes thirty, fifty,
more often fifteen roubles a month.

“For this sum the teacher was content
to live in a remote village, often in a cold
lodging, and give lessons under the most
trying conditions, in small class rooms
crowded to suffocation and with few or
any class books.

“The mortality among the teachers is
enormous, still more become incurable in-
valids. They receive no pensions. Yet
there is never a vacancy open, Students,
both in the capitals and in the provinces,
consider it an honor and a sacred duty to
take the plices of those who drop out of
the ranks, and enthusiastically forsake
their chances of a brilliant career in order
to teach the c¢hildren of Russia to pre-
pare the ecoming generation for better
times than the present,

“It is natural that these self-imposed
martyrs are not prone to bend the knee
before their administrative superiors. In-
deed, it may be said that the government
does not find in them the pliable material
it seeks for its purposes. Latterly their
efforts to unite themselves into an or-
ganization have caused great apprehension
to the government, and, it may be added,
the apprehension was not unfounded. Tm-
prisonment, exile, police surveillance and
the widest encouragement to informers
have been resorted to, but have only served

to Intensify the fanaticism of a class
which is likely to figure in Russian
history.

Misrepresented for Years,
spanic-stricken provincial authorities and
the reactionary press had for years been
trumpeting the intelligence that the zem-

stvo teacher was a godless revolutionary
who was demoralizing the people, till at

last they succeeded in frightening all-pow-

erful Petersburg. The priesthood. through
the mouthpiece of the strong bureaucratle
organization of which Pebedonostzeff Is
chief procurator, took up the cry, declar-
ing that the parish priest was powerless to
cope with the godless teacher since the
latter was In constant touch with the chil-
dren, and urging the transfer of the village
schools to the church.

“But here arose a difficulty. The schools
belonged to the zemstvo. This three-cor-
nered conflict between the ministry, the
church and the zemstvo went on for years;
so long, Indeed, that its petty, departmental
origin was lost sight of; the Idea was
spread abroad that the zemstvo schools
were hotbeds of atheism and that popular
education must be entrusted to other hands,
capable of upholding the ideals and spiritual
requirements of the people. ;

“But there was no way of disposessing
the Zemstvo of its schools, so it was finally
decided to establish a umber
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education, this enterprise would
iy have proved highly beneflicent
been properly carried out.

“But instead of openlng schools where
none existed, the church devoted all its
energies. to competing with the zemstvo
schools in villages which were already well
endowed, completely neglecting others
where the peasants had no school what-
ever, The result was distinctly unfavorable
for the church.

Basis for Present Conflict.

“l have devoted so much attention to
this branch of the zemstvoas work becausa
I think my American readers will more
readily understand its general character
from this particular example than from a
disquisition on the whole aspect of the
question, many elements of which are for-
eign to American life and comprehension.

“It is demonstrable that the confllet now
proceeding Iin Russia is nowise directed
against the monarchical principle, to which
the people are very devoted, but against
the usurpation by the bureauecracy of all
the vital functions of the nation.

“The peasants have come to belleve that
their former owners have, since the eman-
cipation of the serfs, been concentrating
offices and influence in their own hands and
have thus practically usurped the power of
the emperor. It is a common saying among
the peasants that the government ‘stands
llke a wall between the emperor and his
people.’ There is a great deal of truth in
this.

“On the other hand, great alarm is felt
in higher spheres for the safety of tha dy-
nasty, and this alarm is due to the misun-
derstanding of the fact that the zemsivo,
upon which a revolutionary mask has been
folsted as an excuse for repression, Is es-
sentlally a conservative institutlon.

What M. Plehve Found Out.

“But the reformed zemsivo did not dis
play the slightest change of policy, and
the late Minister Plehve found to his as-
tonishment that the sophlsticated body was
just as resolute an opponent as lts prede-
cessor. It may even be confidently as-
serted that had Plehve done the very re-
verse, had he Increased the proportion of
peasants, he would have done much more
to achlave the desired result, for the peas-
ants would have even gone the length of
seeking to apply Henry George’s national-
jzation of land, but they would certainly
have remained indifferent to political
rights.

“If we are to judge by the rapidlty with
which the large land holdings of tha nobles
are passing into the hands of the peasants
it may be presumed that this transfer
would have materially facilitated a normal
evolution, unattended by any catastrophe.
The fact is, however, that our government
fears nothing so much as an agrarian move-
ment.

“Everything Is sacrificed to this self-im-
posed bogie. The people are sedulously
kept In a state of darkness and ignorance,
the development of the country is impeded
and numbed, discontent is engendered and
the energies of the nation are wasted In
internal strife.

“I3ut how Is it to be explained that the
zemstvo, composed of noble proprietors,
with a small admixture of peasants, has re-
mained progressive, liberal and persistently
opposed to the government. It is easy to
answer this question by pointing out that
the bureaucratic army with which the
zemstvo wages war is recruited from the
same noble class, but from less independ-
ent, less self-reliant members, nobles who
have deteriorated in the luxurious enjoy-
ment of government offices and emolu-
ments.

“On the other hand, the opposing force is
composed of men of energy, of principle
and of ideals, forming a minority of the
nobles which has realized the banefulness
of bureaucratic routine and sees the sal-
vation of Russia In the untrammeled
growth of free institutions.

Main Point in Zemstvo Program.

“The main point in this zemstvo program
{3 natlonal particlpation in self-government.
This will give the peasant a preponderant
vote and at once give rise to an agrarian
movement, the peasant seeking to increase
his holdings to the land belonging to other
classes and to the state. Of course, this
can be settled by means of gradual appro-
priations, but it is difficult to expect such a
peaceful adjustment. This interesting so-
cial question is destined to assume unex-
pected forms in Russla.

“In concluding this review of the zem-
stvo's role in the political development of
Russia, I think it of interest to give a few
facts regarding its organization. The zem-
stvo institution exists fn thirty-four prov-
inces or governments of European Russia.
The members of the provincial zemstvos are
elected by the members of the district zem-
stvos, which number 318; the members of
the district bodies are elected by direct vote
in the electoral colleges of each class of the
community.

‘“There also exists a secret organization
which virtually unites the thirty-four zem-
stvos In a clandestine national assembly.
Quite recently this organization was treat-
ed as illegal and subjected to persecution
by the government, but now it is not direct-
ly interfered with, although still unrecog-
nized by law.

“"Besldes building and endowing schools,
the Russian zemstvo has developed and or-
ganized a number of other public enter-
prises, including statistical, veterinary and,
most important of all, national medical serv-
fces. One of ‘the reproaches constantly
brought by the government agalnst the
zemstvo is that It employs outsiders—clerks,
statisticlans, teachers, physicians and other
representatives of the liberal professions—
who form an Imposing army of revolution-
ary workers.

“Although unenfranchised, they none the
less acquire the character of members of
the zemstvo and exercise great Influence
among the people. In justice It must be
said that these men—the third estate, as
they are called—are the personification of
all that Is strong, energetic and business-
ke In And the fallure of the gov-
ernment to bring these men to its side Is a
great mistake."”

To Address Richmond Audience.
Mr. SBamuel Gompers, president of the
American Federation of Labor, has made
an appointment to address the Central Trade
and Labor Council of Richmond, Va., to-
night. Bpeclal ;ﬂ:‘:mh are being
made, it is said, Presiden t-ﬂwlvg:
a welcome on the occaslon of
Mm.mtmutmmm

sasin Australia
sisin GEermany
sasin SOUth Africa

sasim Great, Britain
saisthe WOTrld Over

sale in the United States than the
combined of all other cold and grip cures.

|_axative Bromo Q“inine

cold
to CURE A COLD IN

tablet, which has won a
the best known remedy

full name

| azative romo
See that the box bears this signature 6%J

SLIGHT TROUBLE IN PORTO RICO

Cable Advices Received From Governor
Winthrop.

It having been represented (o the State
Department that a serlous strike had oe-
curced in the village of Rio Grande, Porto
Rico, Secretary Hay called upon Gov
Winthrop of Porto Rico for a report on
the subject. A cablegram has been
ceived at the department from Governor
Winthrop saying that the strikes at Rio
Grande ended in January. He sald that
during the strike addittonal pollcemen
guarded the Gonzales plantation and that
the loss by fire on that plantation was less
than $2. There was no other pecunlary
loss, says the governor, except from shut-
ting down of the mills from lack of work-
men.  Gonzales expressed himself entirely
satisfied with the conduct of the pollce.

The governor added that the Spaulsh con-
sul at San Juan has heard of no disorders
and has received no complaints.

The Primary Cause of High Prices.
To the Editor of The Evenlng Star:

From time to time 1 read articles con-
cerning the high and still rising cost of
living, fowd adulterations, It seems
to me the primary cause Is overlooked and
is to be found in the abnormal growth of
the citles at the expense of the country. 1
will cite my native county as an example.
Its birth rate has been much above its
death rate, but its population of aboul
thirty thousand has Increased less than five
hundred in twenty years. The people have
gons to the clties and are consumera In
stead of producers. The villages, towns
and citles have been growing while many
of the country houses of the east are ten-

ete,

antless, or have two or three occupanis
where a few vears since there was a large
family.

Lot us look for some of the results, This
city has more barbers than It needs and
there are too many young men blacking
shoes. I have been told that men have
sold thelr farms, moved to the city, spent
their money In an attempt to establish a
trade in the grocery or cigar business and
eventually been obliged to resort to manual
labor. This abnormal growth has made
an unusual demand for an Increase In the
number of motormen, conductors, drivers,
clerks and professional men, and the
draught upon the country has been heavy
There are too few butter producers, hence
we get the adulterations. Many of the
hills that used to bloem with the fragrant
buckwheat are untilled, the price is high,
the quality poor. If there are one thou-
sand steers sold where there should be
twelve hundred don't blame the beef trust
for being the only cause of high prices.

When the drug stores are patronized by
many who have come from the country
where “early to bed and early to rlse” gave
them nature's most beautiful eomplexion
and the doctor's plasters, poultices and pllls
cured all their ills, don't be surprised to
find adulterations in medicife,

If the powerful Influence of the press
were wielded to check the insatiate greed
for money-getting and its consequent ab-
normal growth of our citles and decimation
of the homes of our beautiful valleys and
hillsides it would add to the glory of the
American people, to theéir physical, thelr
mental and their moral development,

K. HENCH.

Christian Endeavorers.

The Young People's Society of Christian
Endeavor of the Zion Baptist Chureh, I#
street between 3d and 4% streets south-
west, was addressed yesterday afternoon by
Mrs., Sarah Collins Fernandis, resident
worker of the social settlement, and Miss

H. Ida Curry. A contribution of $10.11 was
made to the soclal settlement, which is
located at 118 M street southwest, and s

doing charitable and Christian work
among the colored residents of South
Washington.

TOOK A STRAW VOTE.

INTERESTING EXPERIMENT IN A
RESTAURANT.

An advertising agent, representing a promilnent
New York magazine, while on a recent weslera
trip, was dining one evening In a Plttsburg res-
taurant. =

While waltlrz for his order he glanced over his
newspaper and vollced the advertlsement of g
well-known dyspepsia preparation, Stuart's Dys-
pepsla Tablets. As bhe himself was a regular user
of the tablets, he began speculating as to bhow
many of the other traveilng men in the dining
room were also friends of the popular remedy for
indigestion.

e says: 1 counted twenty-three men at the ta.
bles amd in the hotel office I took the trouble to
Interview them and was surprised to learn that
nine of the twenty-three made s practice of takiug
one or two of Stuart’s Dyspepsls Tablets after
each meal.

One of them told me he had suffered so much
fromn stomach trouble that be one time had been
obliged to guit the road, but slnce using Stuart's
Dyspepsia Tablets had been eotirely free from In-
digestion, but he coutloued thelr use, especially
while travellng, on sccount of irregularity ln meals
and because llke all travellng wen he was oftem
obliged to eat wbat he could get and not alwaye
what he wanted.

Another, who looked the picture of health, sald
he npever ate a mesl without taking a Stuart's
Tablet afterward because be could eat what be
pleased ‘and when be pleased without fear of a
sleepless night or any other trouble.

Still another used them becamse he was subject
to gas on stomach, causing pressure on heart and




