White Cloth '_Emplr'e Gown

HE conspleuous or strongly marked
fashions that from time to time
make thelr appearance have al-
most invariably to go through a
period of probation, as it were,

before being universally accepted. Although,
as a rule, they recelve the approval of the
wealthy class in their fish showing, they
almost always have to be modified to be-
come universally popular.

There are several reasons for this sesm-
ingly odd state of affairs. To begin with
the great majority of women cannot buy
recklessly, and the number of gowns they
purchase in the course of a year s of
pecessity llmited. Consequently they want
to be certain that the models they select
are going to be in style for some months,
and it is well known that often a fashion
meets with approval when it {s first exhib-
ited and then suddenly ‘‘goes out,” is ta-
booed. All eccentric designs are liable to
this danger, and so the woman who can
buy without counting the cost selects any
and every gown she llkes knowing that If
she geta tired of it sho can throw it aside
for a new one, while she who can buy only
a few gowns in the year does not risk the
experiment.
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Then, agaln, the most eocentric fashlons
require to be well made and are often far
too Intricate for the average dressmaker
to undertake with any possibility of suc-
¢ess. The dressmaker who goes abroad
twice a year and has the advantage of see-

ing all the latest fashions is not so easlily
daunted by what looks to the dressmaker

who does not go away from her own clty
an impossible rendering of color and style.

But women who love dress for dress' sake
—and there are hundreds of them among
dressmakers as well as customers—study
all fashions, watch the trend of public
opinion, and not such a long time, after all,
passes before the most eccentric style, pro-
vided it is accepted at all, is generally ac-
cepted and made possible for the multi-
tude. At the present moment the ques-
tlon of the empire gown ig uppermost, and
great is the excitement appertaining there-
to. It i= doubtful if there were ever a fash-
ion that possessed s0 many pitfalls for the
unwary a8 this one, that in its perfect ren~
dering is so attractive. The princess style
has of late lost much of its terrors for the
amateur, and yet In many respects has
similar difficulties to be overcome.

The tall, slender woman, blessed by na-
ture with good iines, has not #0 much to
dread in undertaking to have her gowns
copled from empire models as has the
woman credited with a fine figure, and yet

n unskillful rendering of the empire fash-
on will make the tall, slender woman look
itke a most unstyllah beanpole, while the
fine figure found In & well-cut and well-
made empire gown will look majestic and
gracefui. The line of the girdle requires
careful study., To build upon a Mother Hub-
bard wrapper effect and put a broad girdle
directly below the bust seems to be thought
all sufficlent, and yet a grosser caricature
of a really artistic and charming fashion
was never folsted upon a long-suffering
publle.

Seen In its perfection, it may be noted
that while the folds of material hang ap-
parently loose and stralght, in reality they
follow the lines of the figure, Indicate the
walst line without sharply defining it, and
below the hips widen out In a most grace-
ful flare, although apparently there is 1o
decided flare. It has been said many times
that the lining has an immense amount to

Dark Blue Volle
Empire Gown

do with the smart effect of am empire gown,
1t is in truth a princess gown of perfect fit
that should be made up as the lining, but as
this presents many problems it is some-
times safe to have a waist and skirt, in
reality two pleces, but joined together in
such wise that the band does not show.

In order to obviate the too thick ap-
pearance that the full folds of the material
sometimes glve, the girdle is brought for-
ward from the center of the back and then
slants downward under the arms, almost
as though intended to give a pointed belt
in front. Of course this is not in strict ac-
cordance with the true empire style, but,
after all, it Is the modifying of any marked
style that mekes it possible for most
women.

At first the thin, gauxy nets and laces
and all such !‘abrfcs were conaldered the
most desirable, but now all materials that
are soft and drape well are used. Cpere
de'chine and soft silk make up moat charm-
ingly and are most popular, one of the
smartest models belng a pale gray crepe
de chine fittlng to perfection. It is empire

——r——————————————
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In so far that there is no belt or waist line
at the gt, and in the back the train be-
gins at the shoulders under a wide bang of
embroldery worked on the materlal itself.
In front there I8 more the effect of the

oated, and yet the folda fall straight from
the bust from under the same band of em-
broldery as Is seen at the back. Around
the hem of the skirt i an embroidered band
to match. Everything is eeverely simple,
but immensely smart, and the same design
is elaborated upon for an evening gown,
with the broidered band in open-work
effect of sllver, gold, Jet or pearl embroid-

ery.

I:Fhe empire style, a®? may be seen, fur-
nishes an exceptional opportunity for the
display of fine passementeries and embroid-

princess, for the line of the walst is indi-

eries, and any number of different effects
can be obtained simply by using the dif-
ferent styles. It i{s thought more In keep-
ing with the fashlon to have the embrold-
ery around the hem of the skirt and at
the top of the walst than in designs, but,
if so desired, the embroldery can be con-
tinued all over the gown, only having it
heavier acrosa the waist and around the
hem. As can readily be understood, this
is a fashion that furnishes unexampled op-
portunity for lavish expenditure, as when
embroldery is fashlonable, and, In fact, de-
manded by any especlal style, it Is con-
sidered best, when expense is no object, to
have thils work done by hand. That is the
general rule for all gowns thls year, but
s0 exqulsite Is the work done by machine

thet it seems hardly worth while to pay the

difference. However, it ls fashionable to
be extravagant and not Lo be content with
anything that is not of the filnest and best,
so that the most exqulsite of embroideries
are used apparently recklessly.

When the empire style first made its ap-
pearance it was relegated almost exclu-
sively to tea gowns, and it must be ad-
miited that it does seem rather more ap-
propriate for that sort of gown than for
any other, for it is decidedly on what used
to be considered the neglige order, such as
was best suited for home wear. But with
the growth of popularity for the tea gown
and its graduation from a bed room wrap-
per to an informal dinner gown the empire
style at once seemed possible for many
occaslons which formerly would have been
considered quite impoesible. At the present

A1l Maleri
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{for dinner gowns,
gowns, but

smart reception gowns,
and, of coursé, always for tea

as the last it certainly s still the most
conservative choice. Tha figured pets and
laces are most charmingly appropriate for
this model for the spring and summer, and
In the introductiom of s me color |
linings, trimmings and ‘n the soft
across the bust that can de made of velvet
or silk there is a chance to use some
becoming shade. Over a pale pink or '
bldge lining the pattern of tha lace or net
showe to greatest advantage, wihaie 1
colar- In the folda can either ma 19
Hning or be several shadwes deeper, *h
evér ‘is the more becomiing. There has
beén an attempt mads to introduce black
velvet ribbaon with these light gowns, and
in some instances the effect s been very
good, and yet it is not 80 smart a 1d T er
ap hecoming as the color » match the
lining.

Economieally minded people who
to count the cost after they have
five or six gowns at the axpense of 1 .
than $00 aplece are contending tl he
colored linings are very economi 1':-l
make it possible to have quite a v in
one's wardrobe. This®ls accomplished by
having the overdress entirely separate from
the under, and a gueer, shapelesa garment
it 18 in those circumstarces when ewail
alone; but it !s rather odd to sea how
tirely different it looks with the different
colored linings and the irimmings to cor-
respond. Black lace or net or the !-..1‘::h'.
gpangled robes can | made up on the
same plan qulte irrespective u‘ the lin 5
and can be worn over black, white «
ecolor that I8 the most becoming or
tive.

*
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Chiffon in accordion plaits is certainly
not a new fashion, and yet it would be
difficult to find any material that is much
more satisfactory for these samea emplire
gowns than chiffon pleating. The material
{s 80 soft that a lot of it can be used
without adding to the size, and it hangs
so well and drapes so well that it is not
surprising It has had a much longer life
than almost any other material known.
This year the shaded colorings are eX-

tremely popular, and most charming colop
schemes can be worked out in them, while
the colored embrolderies or passementeries,
especially those of very open work patteru,
ghow to great advantage on them. It is
not considered as necessary or smart Lo
embroider chiffon as to leave It plain. Nets
and laces can be embroldered, as can &
soft silk and crepe de chine, but then
these are not made in pleatings that are 50
fashionable for the chiffon.

The unlined princess gown of lingerie and
lace, that {s now to be found everywhera
ready made and in every grade of material
and workmanship, is in danger of losing ita
popularity in favor of the emplre style
made In the same way—that is, without
lining. But the time has not yet come fop
the latter fashion to tmke precedence of
the former, generally speaking, and fortue
nately for the world at large, as the prine
cess style iz far better sulted for most og=
caslong, while the empire requires the mos§
careful treatmemt not to look almost like &
caricature.

We are informed on the best authority (7)
that next year's winter gowns will gho
the emplre style to perfection, and o
course it 18 not many weeks since the em-~
pire coat seemed to be omnlpresent, but |
will require considerable modiflcation o
that coat to do away with the effect o
its being not a wrap alone but a fitte

arment, an effect difficult to secure in
1eavy a material as cloth and a design
wherein the lines are so loose. By winter,
however, new corsets and new figures will
probably have been attained, and the fash«
fons that now eeem Ilmpossible will in @&
few months' time seem to be quite th
correct mode of dress and not in the leas
eccentric.

The influence which dress exerts upon
the mind so as to completely change all
bellefs or theorles is never shown morg
clearly than when some such marked fash«
fon makes its appearance and Is at firs{
tabooed and then taken up, It will b
necessary, however, for the maljority ¢
dressmakers and tallors to study the fash«
fon thoroughly and to find some means 04
making it becoming both to slender an
stout figures; otherwisa Its reign will bt
ghort llved.

Attractive Hampers
For Baby’s Clothes

OR tlie epring and early summer baby
much that i{s beautiful is offered In
the way of hampers. Hampers for

babies are always attractive, for they are

fnvar-iably decorated with the daintiness
that appertalns to Infants, But this sea-
pon they geem prettier than ever, for added
to tne ribbon bows and beading and the

fluffy ruffles which usually decorate them
there are hand-made embroidery decora-
tions that are surpassingly fine and dell-
cate. The hamper made of wicker or palm
leaf is lined with pale blue, pale pink or
white silk which has been made into six

pads for the four sides, the top and the
bottom, and one for the tray., These pads
are dellcately scented with sachet powder.
Ia sclecting powder for this purpose care
siiould be taken to get the freshest and
pureat. <Certaln scents, too, are preferable

fo others. A fresh fragrance 1s preferable
to a heavy, sweet odor.

The very sheer linen batiste or nalnsoock
of the very sheerest quallty is used for
the covers of these pads if they are to be
embroldered. An embroldery design ls used

md the rufie which trims the inside
lid and around the ruffle
s baby's name is embrold-
ar of the inside of the lid,

heamy wer

i1 r or on the corner. The em-
] around the rufes is a flowing

e and vine deslgn, or the edges may
5l be buttonholed in shallow scallops.
The white covers are made to button on
the pads %0 that they can be readily re-
moved and washed

Another way to decorate the wash covers
for the hamper s with rows of hemstitch-
ing. The I!d and tray cover may be hem-
stitched all the way around, and the cover
for the bottom of the hamper as well.

The monogram may be embroidered in
the middle of the lid cover or on one side.
When sheer handkerchief linen is used
with satin ribbon bows at the corners and
in the middlie of the 1d cover the hem-
stitching will be found a sufficlent decora-

The embroidery of the monogram of
iame muayr, of course, be as elaborate as

one wilshes, and will in Mself furnish suffi-
cient decoration for the hamper with the
ribbon bows

Narrow lace Is also used to decorate the

It may be put on In entre deux
the lid cover, in the center of the
end around the little ruffles which

tray
are used for a border to the tray and lid

covers. Or It may be used as an edging
around the ruffles or to supplement the
embroidery of the monogram in the center
of the 1ld.

It ls perhaps most useful and most beau-
tiful! to have all this embroldery done In
white. But light pink and blue silk is also
used, and i1s certainly very charming. A
little border of tiny pink rosebuds around
the 14 cover with the monogram worked
in the tiny buds in the centér and another
little border of buds around the boltom of
the tray s most attractive. A Uttly green

vine is pretty used in the same way. Tiny
dalstes in pink, pale blue or white are
charming.

When embroldery fg not to be used, dot-
ted Swiss or point Q’esprit 1= used to up-
holster the inside of the hamper. Bands
of insertion In lace or embroldery beading
and ribbon are used for trimming. When
hand embroidery s used the tray is usually
covered smoothly, so that the embroidery
will show to advantage. But when em-
broidery 1s not to be used the bottom of
the tray {8 covered plain, but the sgidea are
full, the materia] belng shirred around the
top and bottom. 8Several rows of beading
around the top of the tray are run with
narrow ribbon and a frill i3’ used to finish
the tray, the frill or ruffle not being large
enough to Interfere with closing the ham-
per. The tray ls usually fitted with pock-
ets, which may contaln small things for
the baby's tollet, pins, powder, sponges,
soft old towels for the bath, a box of soap,
puff and powder, brush and comb and
other small necessities. The lower part of
the hamper wlll contaln all that a baby
needs for Its first wardrobe. Many mothers,
however, prefer to have a baby basket for
the tollet things and to devote the hamper
entirely to clothes. In this case the tray
{= used for the baby's smaller belongings,
little ribbons, seta of buttons, bibs, flannel
bands, bootees, ete,

Precocious Cluldren
Should Be Pitied

BY MARGARET E. SANGRTER.
(Copyright, 1908, by Joseph B, Bowles.)
OND parents, as everybody knows, are

much in the habit of Imagining that

their children are cleverer and
brighter than ever children were since the
world began. Other people may find the
children tiresome and disagreeable, but in
the eyes of doting parents they are without
a peer, and their sayings and doings are re-
lated with infinite relish whenever anybody
can be found who has leisure and patience
to listen.

Precoclous children fortunately for them-
selves and for the race, are the exception
rather than the rule. A normal child,
healthy and sturdy, ls seldom precoclous.
Of course, there are on record notable in-
stances of children who manifested remark-
able traits and extraordinary intelligence at
a very early age, and gome of them did not
belie thelr infant promise,

Lord Macaulay I8 a case in point. When
he was somewhere near the milestons of his
fourth birthday, he read incessantly, and

lying on the hearth rug, at full le

face intent on & book, he heard ?ﬂt& "Mth
was going on around him. On one oceasion,
having the misfortune to be badly burned,
this unchild-like child remarked, to a sym-
path - frlend, that the agony was
treme. et Macaulay grew up

merely an eminent historian andman: |
letters, but a man of universal X : .t.: 3

of profound

tEul::l;l«:: spirft, and of
and kin, 3

loyalty to ki Though &

prig in

childhood, he was not a pedant in maturity.

Of Robert Murray McCheyne, a famous
Bcotch clergyman, it 1s gravely set down by
his blographer, ti'lat he had mastered the
Greek alphabet at the age of three. I my-
self have a friend, & woman of brilliant
powers and varled scholarship, who was
taught to read Hebrew by a '\rm?' learned
father before she was allowed to learn En-
glish, so that as a little thing of six she
read the Hebrew Bcriptures, while gshe did
not yet know the English alphabet. Her
early precocity did her no harm.

Generally speaking, considering the im-
portance of a sound mind in a sound body,
it {8 not worth while to push children for-
ward intellectually at the possible expense
of future health and vigor. The brain if
unfalirly treated may develop so rapidly that
its power of assimilation will be early ex-
hausted and the wonderfully brilliant child
become in later life mediocre, dull and com-
monplace. The boy and girl who make a
clean sweep of all the prizes in sight during
school days, are often never heard of agaln.
Bome of our most conspicuous statesmen,
authors and commanders, on sea and land,
made no show whatever &urlng the days of
thelr training, and were graduated in the
lowest ranks of thelr class,

»
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A besetting sin of American parents is an
almost Insane ambition in behalf of chil«
dren and a desire to push the children as
fast as they can out of childhood’s qulet
round into the turmoll of the arena. Little
people are hurried from the cradle to the
kindergarten, from the kindergarten to the
primary, and so on through the several
grades, and frequently to the disadvantage
of the children. I heard the other day of a
young doctor who matriculated at the medl-
cal school when he was just sixteen, an lg!
at which no youth is fit to undertake the
serious study of medicine, and, indeed, at
which few boys are sufficiently nu.turo& to
enter college.

‘We are in frantic haste to get our boys
and girls where they may either earn their
own livellhood, or In mome way compete
with others who are breadwinners in the
crowded market-places of the

A precocious child is very llkely to hear
g0 much about his talents and hls attain-
ments that he will look down condescend-
ingly on the neighbor who is not nearly so
far advanced and stlll has a pronounced
Hking for marbles, kites, balls and robust

es, A boy ought to know how to play.
Fh? is far more worth while for him than
T e T ot spoxt of
@ grea ge of a o
foot ball, base ball and basket uﬂ:onu in
the fact that the sturdiness and pluck they
demand, prolong the playtime of the youth.

is seldom or never

power to hold on and do well in the rougher
realities of everyday existence.
*

& Ok

Another point to be noted is that every
one fights shy of the Infant prodigy.
Parents trot him out and compel him to
show his paces, to the boredom and dlsgust
of friends and acqualntances., ¥Fond moth-
ers little dream of the dlsmay and the se-
cret amusement they awake in the minds
of thelr moclal circle. '“Here come Mrs, W.
Bhe is sure to lead the subject around to
Albert’'s performances unless that hopeful
child and his wonderful ppeeches can ba
siletracked.” I have known a silent combi-
nation of forces ready to check the mother
without her puspecting it, when, as usual,
ghe began to launch forth on her pet tople.

What becomes finally of all the infant
phenomena? Bome of them, no doubt, fill
early graves, others break away from lead-
ing strings and melt into the ranks and are
The vast nmjority

ceasing ‘to be grqaodnun eventually take
their places with the n.verin people around

‘Well .for them if their beginn have not
been too widely exploited. Chlld-preachess
who declaim elogquently before gaping
crowds, are to be pitied, not praised, Child
actors and musicians are forced to play and
act at an age when they should in
the nursery, those who manage them and

little verses are
ments, their full name,
realdence given to the publ
of the sweet retirement to whioh o
is entitled and are apt in later years to suf-
fer from criticlsm and from a sort of pus-
% that thelr maturity has not
equaled childish genius. ¥Fruilt out of
the realm of mentality is not
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Inexpensive Decorations for a Sum-
mer Home.

ITH a glance into the coming sum-
mer a few words upon the subject
of the decoration of a country

home may be seasonable.

In a limited space it is hardly possibla to
glve in detall the infinite possibilitles of
decoratlve methods for the artistlc em-
belllshment of a whole house, but Just
here the writer*begs to crave your atten-
tion for a short time to show what a
simple matter it Is to give to one's house
such & cheery appearance that the visitor
will always look back with pleagant recol-
lections upon the homelike air that a few
hours’ work had produced.

Durability hardly enters into the consid-
eration, for at most the sojourn in the
country is but for a short time, and it is
also an advantage to Invest as little cap-
ital as possible.

The gay stamped handkerchlefs that
abound In such variety and may be pur-
chased for elght or ten cents apiece form
@ foundatfon for innumerable summer
oy es, cheap lace being used to join

em. A square table cover 18 formed of
three handkerchiefs. The one in the center
is uncut, and lace insertion is sewed around
the hemstitched edge. The other two hand-
kerchiefs are cut diagonally through the
center from one corner to the other. These
four pleces are placed at the outer edge of
the insertlon and sewed In place so that
the whole will form & complete square, and
the superfluous material is cut away on the
under side. Lace edging is placed around
the outer edge. The work will be found to
AR O R
ace 1s ¥y ng it upon
the upper odfu of the handkerchiefs and
attaching It in a running stitch, not too
fine, than to overhand it in place. It will

uire two yards and a half of insertion
four yards of lace to complete this
cover.

A poarf or dresser cover ls exceedingly
#imple In gonstruction. Three handker-

be made by securing a plece of cardboard
a little smaller than half the size of a
handkerchlef. Cover [t with scented cotton
wadding and then: with cheap lawn. Bew
lace around the. edge of a handkerchief and
fold it over the stiff foundation, decorat-
ing in any pleasing manner with ribbon.
'ads may be made for the dresser draw-
%®rs in quite the same manner as the scarf.
Omit the edge lace and use a lining of the
lawn with- sachet-scented cotton wadding
between, the whale tufted through with
tiny bows of baby ribbon. s

If a little more elaboration is deslred a

air of pillow shams and a bed spread may
be made. The shams could be duplicates
of the table covers and the spread ar-
ranged in like manner, bullding out the
corners until the desilred size is attalned.
The two lower corners may be left open
to fit around the lower posts of the bed
held together with ribbon bows.

Window curtains may also be made by
following the patterns of the dresser. cover,
making each curtain twica the -width  of
the directions given and determining the
length by the size of the windows

Delicious Spring Salads.

_The spring and all through the summer
one hungers for salads. There is nothing
better than the ordinary green salads—let-
tuce, romaine, chicory and the llke. But
for varlety one may introduce endless nov-
elties, - k

Artichoke Salad.—Trim the @&rtichoke
carefully, removing the outside- bottom
leaves and the choke,  BSoak In cold water
for one-haH hour, then- boil in water to
which a little salt and & spoonful of vine-
gar have been added. Drain, and when
cold add French dressing, to which add &
little chopped parsley and a bit ‘of onion
juice, : : 21

Chiffonade BSalad.—Arrange crisp leaves
of lettuce and romaine in' & bowl. Owver
them sprinkle finely silced peppers which
have been seeded and bolled for twd min-

utes, Next four small tomatoes peeled

and quartered, after that a half cup of cel-
ery cut in small pleces, and finally the puip
from a grape fruit. Pour over all
.dmﬂn‘. o Pt

Empire Lamp Shades

Trimmed With Filet Lace
I AMP shades of lingerie and paper fof

electric lights, gas and arc lampd

are the most attractive for the sum-
mer home. Of all forms of lamp shades
that are now used the empire is the most
fashionable. These may be made of thin
gllk covered with lace or lingerie trimming,
or of thin parchment or water color papes
decorated with medalllons of the empire
perliod or ornamented with light designs
and simple styles of seppliqgued trimming,
One shade trimmed with empire medallions
was bordered with galloon and fringe in
empire style, These are very fashlonable,
anore and more of them. being seen every

ay.

A Louls XV lamp had a shade of whits
sllk. Or it might be of Nlile green, fes-
tooned with bowknots, embroidered or done
in ribbon work. A shade that spread out
more At the bottom than most of the mod-
ern ones was of silk, covered with mousse«
line de sole, having Insertions and a bot-
tom founce of lace.

For: little lamps the preference s glven
to shades of mousseline de socie trimmed
with lace and ribbon bowknots.

But the most stunning shades for draw-
ing rooms and elaborate boudolrs are of
fllet lace, the anclent filet put on plain. In
some of these the deslgn is made even
more elaborate by the outlining of the de¢-
slgn. But this requires the most marvel-
lous workmanship If the lace s not to be
spoiled. These shades are made over sllk
foundations, the silk, when thin, being
used double. The sthade Is perfectly
.smooth and without gathers. It is borderad

| with a rouche of fine net and a fringe.

= Dangers in Face Creams.

1 lm‘ the Chleago News.

“If women knew the danger that lurkse
in’stale face creams they would exerclse
more caution in the use of these complexion
{ aids,” said a downtown drugglst. “‘People
‘who would not think of employing rancid
oll or stale fats of any kind singly as an
i , seems to lose all fear of the

pulp | o  ‘elements when they have been-melt-
m in the form of & toflet prepara-

salve or vintmeat containing
and greases is allowed to ré«

dressing table for a e
from two months to

at irregulay intervals.

the pre;
in winter, in sum-
unfit for use in a few

t a disagreeabls flavor
when kept long in &




