4

~

THE

SUNDAY STAR, WASHINGTON, D. C, SEPTEMBER 16, 1906—PART b.

’

LATARNICH,

Williaw K Vanderbilt,
Donor of Cup

the Course to
Watch Roaring
“Speed Devils”

Compete.

Condensed Facts
About Cup Race.

Place—Nassan county, Long Island.

Nearest Important Town—Mineola.

Dates—October 8, cup race; Beptem-
ber 22, elimlnation race.

Length of Course—About 2014 miles.

Number of Laps—Ten in each race.

Total Distance of Test—About X
miles.

Number of Cars
Race—Fifteen,

Number of Cars
Elghteen

Countries Represented — France,
Italy, Germany and Un'ted Btates.

Trophy to be Won—Magnlificent sil-
ver cup, presented by Willlam K.
Vanderbilt, jr.

in Elimlnation

In Cup Race—

By John B. Foster.
NEW YORK, Saturday,
September 15, 1906,

For the third successive year the annual
contest by motor cars for the Vanderbilt
cup will be held this fall over the course
on Long Island, on Saturday, October 6.

Prior to that, on Saturday, September
the eliminatory trials, to decide which of
the American cars shall compete agalnst
the foreign cars, will be held over the same
course,

Fifteen carse will compete in the elimina-
tion trial. Among them are some of the
best-known automobliles which are made In
the T'nited States, and several makers who
have never entered before will try this year
to find a place among the elect for the
grand race on October 6.

For the Vanderbilt cup there will be four
teams, representing Germany, Italy, France
and the United States. The French and
Italian teams will be represented by five
ears, the German by three and the Amer-
fcan by five. Of course, it i8 impossible to
tell what five will represent the Unlted
States untll after September 22.

The distance around the course ls 20.5
miles In round numbers. That may not be
quite the fractional figure, but it Is correct
enough to give the reader an tdea of the
mileage that must be traversed on each lap
of the course. As all ears which finish must
make ten laps, both In the ellmination and
cup races, It ls apparent that about 205
miles will have to be run before a motor
ecar ean hope to be honored by merely fin-
ishing the required distance, which has
proved in the past no mean task.

May Be Some Fast Trips.
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It is barely possible that the course will
occasionally be taken in thirty minutes. It
will depend largely upon the condition of
the roads and the abllity of the cars to sur-
mount two rather steep hills which have
been included in this yvear's route, but which !
have never been a test in the race before.
Ten laps mt unlimited ®¥peed would mean
three hundred minutes of time, or about
five hours. It Is not at all probable that |
the race will be run that quickly, as that

is the minimum limit, and there will be de-
lays because of tire trouble and because of
other accldents of more or less
which may happen to some of Lthe cars, but
it would not be surprising if
were finished In about six hours, if
In good condition. Those that scale walls
or smash into telegraph poles will be num-
bered with the “also started.”

A motor car race over highways which
are partially adapted to it s the most
thrilling contest Imaginable In all sport. If
it were possible to concelve an oval race
track with a ecircumference of thirty miles,
with elghteen locomotives running upon It
at the rate of sixty miles an hour, trylng
to pass one another at times and taking all
manner of riska to do so, a conception
r'null.l be had of what a motor car race is
ike,

Were a track to be specially bullt for
that sort of thing, however, It would be
free of hazards, such as wicked turns, stone

walls on curves, telegraph poles inoppor-
tunely placed where a sliding car would
be likely to catch fts axle and throw the

unfortunate driver and mechaniclan to al-
most certaln death, low embankments over
which a car speeding at full rate would be
likely to plunge and rallrecad crossings,
which act somewhat like a springboard and
glve a speeding motor an upward Jump and
a forward plunge of four or five feet. All
manner of things llke this happen on the
Long Island eclrcuilt, and yet it is consldered
te be a tolerably falr course, as natural
highways go.

A Hobby of the Rich.

When the first Vanderbilt cup race was
held In the United States a great many
people thought that it was rich men's
pastime and not poor men's pleasure. There
was some opposition to It on Loung Island,
but, as it happens, most of the race runs
through the property of those who favor

that sort of thing, and when it came to a
test before the county officials the race ear-
ried the day, except on the part of one su-
pervisor, and his vote was not enough to
induce the people of the immediate section
to hold a mass meeting to protest against it.

Two or three weeks before the race was
actually run there began to be such a de-
mand for accommodations about all the
gectlon In and around Garden City and
Hempstead that whatever opposition had
existed to the race was abandoned. The
residents found that the first gold mine in

the "‘"i':‘:':: | particular spot where there was more or
machine is fortunate enough to run through | ]
| they expected to see something thrill' ng be-
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the history of thelr lives had guddenly
opened at their very feet.

The novelty of a motor car race, the fact
that some men of great prominence were
to drive cars in the contest and the further
fact that foreign countries had sent across
the ocean their best automobiles and thelr
most famous drivers to compete aroused
such Interest on the part of thousands who
never had ridden In an automobile, and
probably never would be able to own one,
that they journeved twenty-five miles into
the interlor of the island hours before day-
break to be present at the start

At the First Race.

Perhaps 100,000 persons saw the first race
run. They were gcattered from one end of
the course to the other, and in the larger
villages crowded about it to such an ex-
tent that the officlala had some difficulty
in keeping them off the road. They did not
seem to be aware of the fact that they
were getting in the way of machines which
would run at times from glxty to seventy-
five miles an hour.

When the second race took place, In the
fall of 1905, the people of Long Island were
wiser. Prices had doubled over those of the
former year, and the prices of 1904 had
been quadrupled over what usually waw
asked for accommodations.

The railroad, which had a monopoly of
taking people to the start, advertised two
excursion trains for 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing. They expected that they might carry
about 1,500 spectators. At 3 o'clock in the
morning the station of the railroad was a
sight. It was so jammed with excursionists
that It was imperative upon the company
to make up a train as quickly as possible
to get them out of the way and permit
others to take their places.

One train followed another until day-
light, and there were passengers packed
in every square foot of the cars. They
filled the platforms, choked the alsles, clung
to the backs of seats and even rode on the
tenders and the coweatchers of the locomo-
tives. The rallroad people were astounded
at the tremendous interest which was taken
in the race, and the conductors gave up the
task of collecting tickets and trusted to
getting them on the return home.

Quarter of a Million Sightseers.

It is estimated that 200,(KM) persons eaw
the contest of 1%5. Some of them were at
Mineola, a place of some consequence in the
Hempstead district of the island; some were
far out In the country, where they had

| journeyed the night before, selecting some
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less danger In making a turn and where

fore the day was over, while thousands of
otherg distributed themselves along the
north side of the route, where the road is
winding and the country more or lese un-
dulating.

How many will see the cup race this year
is a question. Owing to the general interest
which 1s taken in the event there are many
people who predict that half a milllon spec-
tators will be scattered over the thirty miles
of road. That is doubtless exaggerated, but
it would not be surprising if 300,000 persons
witness some part of the race if the day is
pleasant.

Bociety goes to the race in automobiles.

The exodus begins from New York about |

a3 o'clock of the afternoon before the race
takes place. Those who have friends on
Long Island reslding In the magnlificent
country places which abound everywhere
journey early to spend the week end, motor-
ing in comfort and leisure. Those who are
fortunate enough to have applied in time
for rooms at the Garden City Hotel—the
tavern for the smart set of the Island—
start away with the comfortable assurance
that they will have somewhere to spend
the night and hob-nob with the fashion-
ables. Others may have found accommo-
datlons forty miles from the race at one ot
the rnany summer hotels, which are thick
along the south shore, but they have no
troutle in making quick time to the start
on the following morning in their own cars.

Until midnight the magnificent highways
and boulevards when run to the center of
the island are filled with hundreds of motor
cars, “honking” more or less rapidly
through the darkness, thelr great lights
glowing over the plains like the eyes of
enormous beetles prowling in the gloom
for prey.

In the Early Morning Hours.

This is the first egress of visitors by auto-
mobile.. The second begins to leave the city
about 2 o'clock In the morning. The cars
are driven to the East 84th at&et ferry,
where they are conveyed to the Long Island
slde.

Last year the ferryboats made trips across
the river from 2 a.m. until daylight, operat-

The Vanderbilt CupCourse.

E.Norwich} Fou,a‘ Hair Pin Turwn on Vanlderbilt Cup Course
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Lavcia trvingto pass Heath at

Jexaic turn.

For the Elimination Race.

AMERICAN,

Name of Car. Maker. Driver . P.
Pope-Toledo. cv.cvvvennnann. Fope Manufacturing Company....... H. Lytlel.icersessases 120
B L Mo a o v sislelaisee Breese, Lawrence, Moultine Company —— ——.....cczasnnns 80
Oldsmoblile. . .o iovvnvnnnnn. Olds Motor COmMpPANY...cveeeevananns E. Kevler......ccccuee
Mathewson.....c.ocevevnnns Mathewson Company, New York..... Ralph Mongeni......... 69-65
Thomas Flyen............. Thomas Motor COMPADNY....cceueasns Roberts .....cocovenes 115
Thomas Flyer............. Thomas Motor Company............- Herbert Lebon.,..... . 115
Thomus Flyern.......octue. Thomas Motor COmMPANF......ocauese Gustave Calllols....... 115
| R R s Haynes Automobile Company........ Frank Swelgelt........ oo
Frayer-Miller. . ... ......... Oscar Lear Automobile Company..... Lee A, Frayeer........ 110
Frayer-Miller. .... . caa0e Oscar Lear Automobile Company. .... F. E. Moskovies...... 110
Frayer-Miller, ..ocoovnennan Osear Lear Automobile Company..... E. H. Belden......... 110
ORIy, oo enciiinninnnnns Walter Christy......ooovenncssscsass Walter Christy........ 110
Locomoblle. . .......ccuuvuc. Locomoblile Company.........cuovaveae Joseph Traey.......... 10
ADDErBon. . con +sasnnsessass Apperson Motor COmMPADY......ovcen George H. Roblnson. . 80
Maxwell. . ..ooevnvnennnin.. Maxwell Briscoe. . ....c.ccecircicnnass Fred Bretz.........c.. 80

Winners In the eliminatory trials to compete with the foreign cars for the Vanderbilt cup.
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Foreign Cars for Vanderbilt Cup.

FRENCH.

Clement-Bayard. ........... A, Clement. ... .coreesovsnsrercsnses A. Clement........... 110

Hotchkiss. . ......coivncaann Hotehkiss & C0.....conoevvmnsnsrnnes Elllott F. Shepard.... 120

87 Ui o PR e P o SR T T e G R S S O g Hemery ...::v.iiecavs 100

De Dietrich........ AR De Dietrieh, i ivvcivsnsssassrsstannss 5T b P s e 120

Panherd. ......coccnnucnean Panhard & Levassor..........co0000 George Heath......... 100
ITALIAN.

IR, covnsnnononranomenasas Itala F. D. Ant0.....covcnvsnnecnnnss Alesgandro Cagne...... 110

IR i s sasvas e e Itala F. D. Al\llo .................... Maurice* Fabry........ 110

T R A S R B, LA P calnswossvanmas venensnng Viucenzo Lancia....... 100

PRt . ol visaievascarananse F. L A Poccsiisananasesansasonasss Dr. A. Weillschoutt. .. 100

PIRL. . cccronsvsnsssanansnne B, L A D sanisasssrranamssngs Fellee Nln::.nro ........ 100
GERMAN.

Mercedes. . oovvnerrncnnnnan Mercedes Automobile Company....... Gabriel Maricaux....., 120

Mercedes....ovuueeecenians Mercedes Automobile Company....... Foxhall P. Keene...... 120

Mercedes. .....ovonavessnns Mercedes Automobile Company....... Camille Jenatzy....... 120

ing on as fast a schedule as they could, yet
there was no time on the New York side
unt!l very late In the morning that there
was not a line of motor cars which ex-
tended for a distance of half a mile from
the ferry house, their owners patiently
awaiting their turn to get across the river.
Some gave up the ferry in despair and hur-
ried through the city down to the Brooklyn
bridge and tried other roads on Long Islan
to get to the scene of the race. -
At the Garden City Hotel the scene is one
which has no equal in the United States,
except during the day and evening prior to
a cup race. The alr is fairly filled with
the hoarse trumpetings of the cars or the
sonorous and sometimes high-pitched sirens,
which drone forth warnings as they near
the sharper turns of the roads or turn their
way into the capacious yard of the hotel
The parlors, corridors and offices of the
hotel are filled with a gay set. Women
clad Iin the most fashionable of evening
gowns recline in loung'ng chairs listening
to the hotel orchestra. Fresh arrivals
brush past them dressed in outing garb
just as they have come from the city. Some
men are dressed for dinner. Others wear
their leather or linen automobile coats, and
faces and hands still bear the traces of
the thick clouds of dust through which they
have driven. The capacious dining room is

filled with a great erowd, which does not
begin to diminish until midnight. But
everywhere and above all are constantly
hcialr{il] the hoarse calls of the motor cars,
which are still traversing the country roads
in the thick darkness. 2

Minutes for Eleep.

By 1 o'clock in the morning comparative
quiet settles over the place. The sirens of
the motor cars still screech, but the ear be-
comes accustomed to them and thetr un-
musjcal whistling is unnoticed. The hotel
assumes the appearance of a gigantc bar-
racks. Evervwhere are scattered cots for
the weary to lle down for a few minutes of
rest. Except where some wealthy man has
been able to engage a suite of rooms for the
exclusive use of his Invited guests, porters
have been busy filllng the hotel rooms with
cots and Improvised beds, and it is not un-
common for six and seven or more to oc-
cupy a room.

The night is short lived. At 3 o’clock the
gervants of the hotel are busy rushing
through the corridors awakening the sleep-
ing guests, if any have been able to snatch
a few minutes, sleep, and at 4 o'clock break-
fast of some pretensions Is served in the
dining room, which is soon thickly crowded

The Vauderbilt
Cup.

with sleepy motorists, whose half-closed
eyes belle their attempt at jollity. The
women, as a rule, appear decidedly more
fresh than the men. Their evening gowns
have been laid aside for smart automobile
costumes, and they seem to be far more im-
pressed wilth the excitement of the occasion
than their male escorts, most of whom are
more accustomed to arising at 8 o'clock in
tiixe morning than three hours before sun-
rise.

With breakfast finished there is another
rush and whirl of the motor cars, and the
drowsy guests are whisked away to the
start by sharp-eyed chauffeurs, who must
exercise great care while travellng through
the gloom and morning mist to avoid colll-
sions or running down some unfortunate
motorist whose rear signal lights, poorly
trimmed before starting away, have been
blown out in the fresh morning breeze.

Where the Race Is Run.

This particular part of Long Island, over
which the motor cars are allowed to be
speeded at the hearts’' content of their own-
ers, just borders on that section of Hemp-
stead Plain which A. T. Btewart, the mil-
lionaire dry goods merchant of New York
once alluded to as the “‘garden spot of the

east."” =

He was not far wrong, for the soil of
Long Island is so fertile that it takes only
a planting, a shower and a bit of sunlight
to raise a crop of something or other. It
may be weeds, but they grow with a lux-
urious rankness which 1s almost tropical.

The start and finish of the race will be at
a point near Mineola. The first time that
it was run the start was located away down
toward Westbury. It was a delight for the
elect who live In that vicinity, as they had
but a short distance to motor to reach the
grand stand. It made quite an exclusive
poclety event of the affair—so exclusive, in
fact, that some of the owners of the cars
which competed were unable to get to the
start because the roads were closed agalnst
them before they could travel from the city
or from Long Island hotels where they had
spent the night. It was respectfully sug-
gested before the next race that the start
be placed somewhere to accommodate the
commeon people, who had evinced a lot of
curiosity in the affair and who were entitled
to a little consideration. It was also sug-
gested that, inasmuch as the makers were
spending the money to build the motor
cars, it was but falr that they showld get a
sight of the start and finish.

Hence the grand stand was moved to a
point near Mineola, where everybody
seemed to be satisfled except the drivers of
the cars,
curiosity was such that scores of persons
hugged the tracks where they had no busi-
nesg to be and kept the chauffeurs in con-
stant fear of some accident, Iike a loosened
tire or broken steering gear, which would

who complained that American’

cause a car to swerve and run into the
crowd, killing scores indiscriminately.

Not Far From Mineola.

The start this year will be near Mineola,
but it will be farther east than it was in
1805, probably just beyond the crossing of
the Oyster Bay branch of the Long Island
railroad, which is seen in the accompanying
map of the route.

From the time the start is left until East
Norwich is reached the cars fairly burn
the surface of the road. Thelr route is
along the Jericho turnpike, a* splendidly
macadamized road, which has but few un-
dulations in Its surface and mostly traverses
a region so level that the pleasure seeker
passing along at less than a madman’s
pace is able to see the gre-n-clad country
gide for some miles wherever the shrubbery
is lgw enough to permit an outlook over the
and.

At Jericho, which is a few miles along
the level plain, the road trends toward the
northeast, in the direction of Oyster Bay,
where President Roosevelt makes his sum-
mer home. In fact, when it arrives at East
Norwich it is not so far from the President
that one could not drive to his comfortable
cottage in a little over an hour.

This road, llke the Jericho turnpike, is
splendidly macadamized, but it is a trifle
more rolling, and there are some bends and
turns which make it rather difficult for the
driver of a car speeding at the rate of sixty
miles an hour to see more than one hundred
yards ahead of him.

First Bad Turn.

At East Norwich there iz the first real
“up-and-down mean turn’ of the course.
The car, with its speed of sixty miles an
hour or more, must be Kkept sufficiently
under control to round a sharp curve to the
left. If it should happen to get away from
the driver it would very likely land In the
front door of the village tavern, which faces
the road at just the right angle to recelve
it as an invited guest. In fact, it is told, no
one vouching for the accuracy of the yarn,
however, that when the French drivers were
first practicing over the course a year ago
one of them did land his machine on the
veranda of the hotel, gave the landlord a
wild greeting with the popping of the ex-
shaust from the cylinders and backed down
and away before the curious villagers could
get to the scene to congratulate him upon
not battering the hotel down.

After the turn is made the cars have a
stralghtaway stretch over another splen-
didly macadamized road to Bull's Head
Tavern. Western people willl be Interested
to learn that most of the roads over which
the race is run are as hard as if paved and
quite as smooth as If they were asphalted.
They are simply delightful to ride upon,
even in wet weather, and graciously com-
fortable all the year around.

This run to Bull's Head Tavern s over
country a trifle more undulating than that
which was traversed on the southern side
of the course., but there 1s no danger at
any time in navigating the hills, and the
cars take the declines and the ascends at
full speed.

At Bull's Head there Is a particularly
vicious turn, almost at right angles to the
left. The manner in which most of the pro-
fessional drivers take It is this: They come
up to the corner almost at full speed. There
they begin to clap on the brakes. Their
mechaniclans swing far out over the left
side of the machine, somewhat like outrig-
gers to a salling craft, and checking the
gpeed, and at the same time throwing the
steering gear around, the cars are “skidded"”
about the curve until their prows, so to
speak, are pointed directly down the course,
and then they are off again full tilt for the
next dangerous spot.

The point on the Vanderbilt cup course of
this year which will command the most at-
tention from-the sensationalists, who are
always looking for something halr-lifting to
happen, s near Old Westbury. It has been
christened the "hairpin turn,” and the name
has not been badly applied.

It is a sharp curve, in which the road
gmetlmlnr bends back upon itself, and will

ave to be negotiated with some care if a
driver does not want to smash into a tele-
graph pole or climb a fence Into a corn

Hewmer .
Winnexr of 1905 Raes

Hills Ciwves and
Twists Taken
Full Tiltby Dar-

ing Drivers of

Machines.

fleld. And, by the way, that happened at
one point of the course last year. In rushe
ing along Willetts road one of the French
drivers lost control of his car, which
“gkidded” Into a corn fleld, and there It re-
mained until the race was over.

This halrpin turn s like nothing more
than a letter “U.”” It I entered upon thé
left-hand side, approach'ng the opening of
the “U."” Before the driver reaches It the
road slants a trifle from the east, and woe
betlde the uniucky wight who approaches
the turn unconscious that it is In his Imme-
dlate proximlity. He may speed half a mile
or more before he I8 able to control his ma-
chine so that he can turn around and re-
cover his lost ground,

In the direct center of the curve of the
“U" there s located a telegraph pole. If
a car ever ‘“skids’" from the road and
strikes that pole, not only will the car be
shattered, but there will be no tclrgra;-h‘.-ns
or telephoning in that part of Long lslan
for some hours,

If the car i1s not sufficlently under control
to make the revetse slde of the U In
perfect marching order it is apt to climb a
fence and dart upon a ploughed fleld.

After the turn Is rounded in safety the
road stretches away over some finely lald
macadam, back of Roslyn, to another sharp
curve banked on tle north side by a stona
wall. This is a particularly short and mean
turn, and there Is danger of accldent, in
that a car which happens to be stalled on
the far side Is llkely to be run into by 8§
pursuing car, whose driver may not perceiva
the obetruction In time.

Beverest Test of All Years.

From here until the road turns toward the
Manhasset turnpike the highway Is very
narrow, although it is in falr condition as
regards surface. On the Manhasset turn-
pike the 10 per cent hill which runs through
Manhasset village must be descended and
surmounted, and this Is by far the severest
test which has ever been imposed upon
motor cars in any race which has been held
for the Vanderbiit cup.

To take this hill at full speed and climb it
means some rare generalship, and wlll
necessitate & machine which can stand the
grind ten times In succession. Just beyond
Manhasset the road turns sharply to the
left and passes over a well-kept turnplke
to the beautiful property of Willlam K,
Vanderbilt, jr., the donor of the cup, who
resldes at Lakeville.

At Lakeville there is another turn to the
left, where the route goes over the Willeits
road to the east. This was traversed by
the old cup route In 1905 and will be used
as far as WIillls avenue, where the cars
turn sharply to the right, retrace their way
to Mineocla and the Jericho turnplke and
then to the starting point.

Almost all of the Vanderbiit cup route
traverses a region in which beautiful sum-
mer homes are the rule. The whole area
is covered with magnificent groves and
beautiful shrubbery. The estates of the
wealthy are lald out with rare concern Lo
perfect landscape gardening, and In many
places the gu'et highways and lanes remind
one much of the beautiful rural reglons In
England during the month of June. It I8
A most charming country to the eye, and
there is no end of pleasure in taking a trip
over the cup route merely for the delightful
outing.

Foreign Cars Favorites.

In every vear in which the race has been
run the foreign cars have been the favor-
ites. In advance of the running of this
yvear’'s race they are again the favorites,

Of course, it is the ambition of the Amere
ican bullders to manufacture a car which
shall surpass those sent here by France,
Germany and Italy. Both years the French
makers have been fortunate enough to win
the Vanderbilt cup. In 1904 a Panhard was
the succesgful car and In 1903 the race wag
won by a Darracq.

Last year the Americans finished third in
the race, the Locomobile, operated by Jo-
seph Tracy, surpassing all that had been
anticipated from the car. This year the
American makers are satisfied that from
the cars which are to be raced in the elim=
ination trials five will be selected which
ghall make a better showing than the Amer-
fcan cars ever have made In the past, and
they are greatly in hope that they may be
able to finish first.

The value of the cars which are to com=
pete in the Vanderbilt race is about half a
million dollars. They are driven by ex=
perts, whose salaries are higher than those
of any other chauffeurs In the world. They
are not valueless for anything but racing,
as many suppose, but most of them are used
for racing and racing only.

The object in encouraging racing is so to
improve the construction of cars that lights
ness shall go with stabllity and durability,
and that manufacturers may know how best
to use materials In order to produce the
most satisfactory results in the longevity
of road cars. Machines which can stang
the test of road racing will almost cer-
tainly last longer and do better work on
the road If the same principles are followed
in building them for the use of those who
purchase automobiles both for-amusement
and practical purposes. Hence the value
of a cup race is not solely that of making
wonderful records and setting two con-
tinents aghast by the terrific speed at which
the cars are driven, but in deriving bengs
ficlal information from results so &s to im«
prove the construction of the cars w
are used In commerce and for pleasure.
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SOME OF THE FAMOUS DRIVERS WHO WILL PILOT THE FLYING FIERY DRAGONS
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