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OPENING THE
SECOND SESSION

Short Sessions Held by Both
Houses of Congress.

REUNION OF MEMBERS

Committees to Notify the President
Appointed.

NO BUSINESS TRANSACTED

Resolutions of Inquiry Regarding the
Dismissal of Colored Sol-
diers Introduced.

The fact that both Houses of Congress
were to meet today for the short session
had the effect early 'In the day of giving
the Capitol an appearance of activity such
as it has not presented since adjournment
last June. The first day of a session never
develops much of interest to those used to
attending the sessions of Congress, but no
other day of a sesslon seems to possess
greater charm for the average clitizen. To-
day was evidently not to be an exception
to the rule, as the corridors were not with-
out visitors even before senators and repre-
sentatlves had begun to arrive, and there
was a marked Increase as the day ad-
vanced. Most of the attendants were from
out of the city, and there was the usual
importunity of members for tickets, These
were, as usual, freely given, and for the
time at least both congressman and con-
stituent were happy.

Both visitors and members found the
great bullding In excellent shape to recelve
them. Vast as 1s the structure, it has
been thoroughly renovated, both inside and
out, during the recess, and It looked as
clean and inviting as many newer build-
ings. All of the committee rooms have
received a thorough overhaullng, the ple-
tures have been rejuvenated and the two
chambers completely cleaned up.

Early Arrivals.

Senators and representatives began to
arrive early In the day, and there were
many cordial greetings In the corridors
and on the floors. The experience of the
late campaign were a fruitful source of
remark, but, although many of the meet-
Ings were between republicans and demo-
crats, there was no evidence of any but the
best feeling. The new comers generally
expressed the opinion that the short ses-
slon would witness little legislation beyond
the passage of appropriation bills. *But
If any one thinks we will not find some-
thing to talk about, he has another guess,”
sald one of them, and there was general
acqulescence,

No effort was made to transact business
even In the commitiee rooms. The day
was given over absolutely to receptions and
the formal business of opening the session.

Blon.
Senator Allison Missed.

Practically all of the veterans of the
Benate were on hand, most of them look-
ing hale and hearty, as if their summer's

rest, followed by a busy campalgn, had
agreed with them. One of the familar
faces most missed was that of Senator
Alllson. He has arranged to remain at his
home at Dubugue, Towa, untll after the
holiday recess, leaving the work of or-

ganization for the younger members, This
1s the first session In many years that he
has not been present to take a hand in
the organization., Hls friends were de-
lighted to learn that he had recovered from
kis lilness of the last session and willl be
here to take charge of his important work

at the head of the appropriations commit-
tee and chairman of the republican steer-
ing committee just as soon as there is need
for his presence, Senator Pettus, the old-
est member, who was not well at the
close of the last session, was one of the
first to arrive at the Capitol, He sticks

to his pet phrase of telling his colleagues
how “young™ he Is when reference is made
to his advanced years,

Vice President Falrbanks fair'y beamed

upon the two or three score of senators who
pought him out In his room before the SBen-
ate opened Senators  Foraker, Aldrich,
Hale, Frye, Burrows, Lodge and other lead-
ers on the republican side were in their

eommittee rooms early.
York oscnators, Platt
two duys ago to be pr

Both of the New
and Depew, arrived
sent at the opening

sesslon. Most of the prominent democrats
were In attendance, one exception being
Benator Biiley, who left Washington a few
days ago for his home in Texas,

Three raps with the traditional little
tvory gavel in the hand of Vice Piesident
Palrbanks brought sudden stillness over

the thronged gallerles surrounding the Sen-
ate champer and ushered In the first min-
ute of the Senate’s last session of the Fifty-
ninth Congreas at noon today.

The scene in the chamber had been one
of Increasing animatlon during the preced-
Ing hour and a half. Before 10 o'clock the
galieries began to fill and oocasionally a
senztor would stroll into the chambeér which
bore none of the ugual signs of the begin-
ning of the session. As the hour of noon
approached fHoor of the chamber began
to be the gathering place of senators. Sen-
ater Tell of Colorado was the first to
take his seat a full half-hour before the
guvel fell. The venerable Senator Platt
of New York came In leaning heavily on
the m i attendant Sendtor Daniel
of Virginla ca next, then Senator Benson
of Kan=is, Senator Depew of New York
took Iis place early In the row with his
colleague <

For fifteen minutes before noon there was
& general reception on the floor, with greet-
Ings and congratulations. Then the signal
for the sesslon was given the senators, sev-
enty-=ix ol whom were in their places,
rose to thelr feet and the venerable chap-
laln, dwurd Everett Hale, pronounced the
Invocation

Only a Short Session.

The rod was called following the prayer,
whien Senutor Dupont of Delaware took
the oath of offlee. being presented at the
Bbar of the Senate by his colleague, Sena-
tor Alle

On motion of Benator Hale of Malne,
which wis agreed to, the Viece President
appointed Mr. Hale and Mr. Pettus as a
eommiitee to foin a similar committee from
the House to notify the President tnat Con-
gress was scsston and ready to pro-

eeed 1o Masliness,
On motion of Mr. Aldrich (R. 1.) 12 o'clock
noon was lixed as the dally hour of meet-

g, FSonator Cullom secured the adoption
of a resolutlon Instructing the clerk of
the Senate to inform the House that it hod
& quorum present and was in session.
After the introduction eof the resolutlons

pegarding the discharged negro troops, Sen-
ator Hale anncunced that th\ President
would have a messagea before the Senate
i a few minuies relating to nominations.
To awnit this o recess for ten minutes was
taken at 12:15. "
On recelpt of nominaticna from the Whi

House the Senate at 12:25 o’clock went into
executive session and at 12:44 adjourned
until tomorrow.

SCENES IN THE HOUSE

SHORT SESSION BUT MANY BILLS
INTRODUCED.

Tnecle Joe Cannon got the warmest kind
of a reception when he entered the cham-
ber of the House of Representatives today.
He was probably pleased to death, but it
couldn’t be told from his appearance, for
he scowled as he mounted to the Speaker's
chair, and a moment later, on the stroke
of noon, brouglt his gavel down with a
crack that nearly put the sounding board
out of business.

Everybody of importance In the House,
and a good many that are not, was oOn
hand at noon, when the two branches of
the natlonal legislature met for the second
and short sesslon of the Fifty-ninth Con-
gress. The members of the carnation bri-
gade sported the only flowers visible upon
the floor, for the Speaker's order relating
to the idlocy in changing the chamber into
a conservatory once every year still holds
gt'}?r?éra were fewer flowers brought to the
doors of the Capitol, for the government
clerk ls gradually losing the idea that he
has to spend the price of a pair of shoes in
flowers every December in order to hang
on to his Jjob, and the rural congressman
with a vain streak in his system is happy
because nowadays he does not have to aenq
flowers to himse!f.

Throng in Galleries.

But a typical opening-day throng in the
galleries more than made up from the lack
of color on the floor. In the reserved sec-
tion the wives and daughters, uncles and
aunts, relatives of all degrees, admirers and
friends of members, sat to see the show; in
the diplomatic section a few European
diplomats new te the game, and a couple of
gecretaries from one of the more active of
the South American republics looked on
with interest; In the executive galleries Mr§.
Nichoms Longworth and Miss Belle Hagner
saw the Honorable Nicholas get the glad
hand from his coleagues, and In the publlc
sections the folks that came early hung on
to thelr seats and took stock of ''the peo-
ple’'s own.”

Things were a trifle slow in getting start-
ed on the floor of the House, and it was
fully 11 o'clock before the scene resem-
bled a congressional “first night' perform-
ance, But from that time on it was the
same old story. Those members of the
House who got what was coming to them
at the polls in November had something to
gay to those who didn't, and the roar of
congratulation and condolence made the
chamber sound llke the New York stock
exchange under a bull market.

Scenes on the Floor.

Sereno Payne of New York, the floor
leader of the House republicans, as large
of girth and as placid of countenance as of
vore, drifted into the House about 11
o'clock arm in arm with Gen. Grosvenor
of Ohio, better known, perhaps, as ‘“‘old
figures,"” who will say good-bye to the
House thls sesslon, after a couple of dec-
ades of active service. It wasn't long
before Payne and Grosvenor found some
other cholce spirits, among them ‘“Pete"
Hepburn and Cushman of Washington.
They formed one of about a hundred
groups scattered around over the floor.
And In every group somebody was explain-
inﬁ how it happened.

There will be quite a number of changes
in the House after thls sesslon, and every
one of those who are going to say good-hye,
or perhaps just au revolr, was made by his
colleagues to feel that it was a doggone
sharae. Hot alr doesn’'t cost a dollar, par-
ticularly around the Capltol, where every-
body has a supply, and some of the unfor-
tunate ones who went up to the Capitol
this morning feeling as glum as a February
day In Washington went away wondering
if It wasn't worth the price of defeat just to
find out how popular they had been without
ever realizing it.

Aside fro mthe prayer of the chaplain, the
calling of the roll and the swearing In of
new members chosen to succeed members
of the House who died during the recess of
last session, there were few formalities.
Speaker Cannon got a rise out of every-

i body when in the course of routine busi-
| ness he presented to the House a request
! from Representative Bourke Cockran

of
New York for “an Indefinite leave of ab-
sence, owing to Important business.” At

least, that Is the way the Speaker read it,
and as every member of the House knew
that Mr., Cockran had started some little
time ago for a half-way-round-the-world
tour with hls bride, they gave the modest
request from the eloquent gentleman from
New York a good round of laughter and
applause,

After the House adjourned there was the
usual crowd on the floor to resume remi-
nisences where they had been cut off by
the Speaker's gavel. Speaker Cannon was
kept pretty busy making the rounds with
visitors, and when he finally managed to
get away to his private office he announc-
ed that he had not thought as yet about
whom he would select tc fill the wvacant
committee chalrmanships and memberships
caused by death and other reasons. 'The
Speaker indlcated that it would be two or
three days hefore he would make up his
mind as to just what he would do.

Mr. Cannon just laughed when he was
asked about the chairmanship of the House
committee on the Distrlet of Columbla,
which will become vacant at the expliration
of the present sesslon.

“You have made a slight mistake,” =said
Mr. Cannon to a 8Star reporter. “You
meant to ask me about that In December,
1007."

Although the House was In session only
55 minutes quite a stream of bills, both
public and private, poured into the hopper.
Between 400 and 500 private measures and

in the basket during the morning.

NOMINATIONS SENT IN

CABINE1T CHANGES RECENTLY
ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT.

The usual large number of rnominations
was sent to the Senate today Immedlately
upon the convening of the session. The
list included cablnet changes and one ap-
pointment to the Supreme Court bench, as
foliows:

Secretary of the Treasury—GCeorge B. Cor-
telyou.

Attorney Genera!—Charles J. Bonaparte.

Postmaster General—George von T
Meyer.

Secretary of the Navy—Vlictor H. Metealf.

Secrctury of the Interlor—James R. Gar-
fleld. -

Secretary of Commerce and Labor—Oscar
8. Straus.

Assoclate Justice Supremo Court—Willlam

IH Meody.

There also were many recess nominations,
| atffecting suhordinate offices in the execu-
| tive departments, the diplomatle service and
Ith-- army and navy.

It Is suid that there Is mo opposition to
the appointees for the cabinet and to the
nomination of Attorney Generng Willlam H.
Moody to be assoclate jusiic® of the Su-
preme Court, despite the fact that it was

committees for report. Heretofore the com-
mittees have been polled on the floor of the
Senate in executive session on cabinet ap-
pointments and out of couriesy to the Pres-
ident, immediately confirmed. The reassn

.| advanced for the change in the program is

(Continued on Second Page.)

a couple of dozen public bills were thiowas32,

determined to refer these resolutions to :

TAKEN UP BY COUNSEL

Arguments Begun in the Bas-
sett Divorce Case.

ATTORNEY COLLADAY OPENS

Qutline of the Evidence in Behalf of
the Plaintiff.

CO-RESPONDENT HUNT PRESENT

——

Court Denies Motion for Reopening of
Hearing for Introduction of

New Evidence.

For the first time since the hearing began
in the suit for absolute divorce, brought
against his wife by Charles C. Bassett, in
Equity Court No. 2, one of the principals
was in the court room today. Rev. E.
Lawrence Hunt of Brooklyn, N. Y., the co-
respondent was In Washington a day or
two ago and in conference with his at-
torney, Henry E. Davis, but he did not come
to the court room to listen to the proceed-
ings in which his name has been so freely
mentioned 4n connection with that of Mrs.
Basgelt.

Attorneys Colladay and Fulton petitioned
Justice Gould today to permit Mr. Bassett
to go on the stand to refute statements
made by Mrs. Bassett in her deposition
taken in Omaha and Bassett was in the
room ready to do so. Particular points were
clted upon which it was wished to have
Bassett testify, and it was declared that
Mr. Basselt's statements would be largely
corroborative of the deposition of former
%epﬁese.nlative Benjamin Fairchild of New

ork.

Justice Gould, however, decided that the
case should not be reopened for the intro-
duction of evidence, and Attorney Colla-
day immediately began his opening address
for the complainant. Using a sort of topi-
cal abstract of the testimony for reference
Mr. Colladay first dwelt upon the alleged
intimacy between Hunt and Mrs. Bassett
while the Bassetts reslded in the Albemarie
apariment house, and extensive citation of
datez and hours of Hunts visits to the
Bassett flat were made from the deposi-
tions of former servants in the family.

Mrs. Bassett's movemenis from the time
her husband left Washington, May 11, 1304,
to enter upon his summer field work for
the geological survey, were carefully
traced, to show that Mr. Hunt was almost
consiantly with Mrs. Bassett from that
time until July 6, 1905.

Continued His Visits.

“After Mrs, Bassett came from the Johns
Hepdkins Hospital, after the birth of the
baby ILawrence, tlhere was no earthly
reason for Dr. Hunt to call upon tlds wom-
an so frequently,” declared Mr. Colladay.
“She was out of all danger, yet thelr own
witness has testified that Hunt called upon
Mrs. Bassett so frequently that letters were
not necessary.

“I think that the records of no church
will show such an uninterrupted series of
visits by a pastor to any member of his
flock,” Mr, Colladay contlnued, “and all
these visits by Hunt to Mrs, Bassett after
Christmas In 1903 were against the spectiic
wishes of the husband, -

“Coming to the time when Mr. Bassett
was about to return to his home in the fall
of 14, and Mrs. Basselt was in such condi-
tlon that she dld not dare face her hus-
band,” Mr, Colladay sald, *“the evidence
clearly shows the part the co-defendant,
Hunt, played in concealing the wife's
whercabouts from her husband. Letters
written by Mrs. Bassett and evidence of-
fered by the Washington post office officials
indicate that Hunt knew all the time where
Mrs. Bassett was, though her husband did
not. A lock box was rented in Washing-
ton post office in which all of Mrs., Bas-
sett’'s mail was received by Hunt.

“Mrs. Bassctt would not testify to her
whereabouts during the summer, fall, win-
ter and spring of 1004-5, and Hunt wus
afrald to go on the stand so that we could
ask him about his movements.

Attention was called by Mr. Calladay to
the fact that Mrs. Dassett taught her son,
Charles Chester Bassett, jr., to call Mr.
Hunt ‘uncle,’ although in her deposition
she has admitted that Hunt s not her
adopted brother, half-brother or any re-
lation whatever.

‘“*Their relatinship
Griffith, Mr. Gibson and other Atlantie
City wilnesses stated that they thought
Hunt-and Mrs. Bassett to be man and
wife,”” Mr. Colladay said, "“and actions
surcly speak louder than words.”

After Recess.

At 12:45 o'clock a recess was taken until
1:40.

When court reconvened Attorney Collo-
day resumed his argument, and again re-
ferred to the visit of Mr, Hunt and Mrs.
Bassett to Atlantic City, and said that a
number of persons, whose depositions ap-
pear In the case, knew the codefendants,
as they represented themselves to be,
namely, brother and sister,

Speaking of the first charge of the illicit
relations between Hunt and Mrs. Bassett,
alleged by Mr. Bassett to have been May
1004, the day after Bassett left the
city, Mr, Colladay declared the evidence of-
fered in rebuttal to have been fllmsy and
fl1 founded.

“As a matter of fact,” he sald, “the evi-
dénce offered to indicate that Mrs. Bassett
had been present at an afternoon May
party and poured tea does not prove that
the co-defendants were not alone in the
Bassett flat from 2 o'clock until nearly or
about 3 o'clock.

“The medical testimony may fail to show
conclusively that the child, Lawrence, is
not the son of Hunt, but it also equally
falls to show that it is the child of Bassett,”
Mr. Colladay continued. “If we take into
consideration the actions of the couple in
conceallng Mrs. Bassett's whereabouts and
of her condition from her husband and In
later denying to former frlends In this city
that she had another baby, it is convincing
to us that the boy, Lawrence, i the son of
Rev. E. Lawrence Hunt.

All the evidence on the polnt shows that
Mr. Hunt paig all of Mrs. Bassett's ex-
penses In the hospital, and that he took
apparent pride in describing the chlld as
‘the finest, strongest baby boy In the
world, to whom his mother has given my
name.' "

Attorney Davis Begins Statement.

Mr. Holliday concluded his remarks at
2:45 o'clock and Mr. Davis, attorney for the
co-respondent, Rev. L. E. Hunt, in a state-
ment introductory to the closing argument
for his side, said he would devote the re-
mainder of today to a review of what the

law requlres In the way of evidence In
such a case as this. Mr. Davis said he
would leave it until tomorrow for the posi-
tive presentation of the defendant's side
of the controversy.

was such that Mrs.

Lieut. Rockwell Ordered Here.
Becond Lieut. Charles K. Rockwell, Corps
of Engineers, has been relieved from duty
at the Mlilitary Academy, West Point, N. Y.,

and ordered to this city for duty at the
engineer post, W n barracks,

‘be again among them.

DISCHARGE OF TROOPS

RESOLUTIONS OF INQUIRY IN-
TRODUCED BY SENATORS.

Information Regarding the Dismissal
-of Colored Battalion of 25th
Infantry Wented.

The meeting of the Senate today was
marked by the presemce of an unusually
large number of senators, including nearly
all of those who at the close of the last
sesslon went to their homes in unsatisfac-
tory state of health.  Senator Depew, as
buoyant as in his palmiest days, entered
the chamber und renewed his acquaintance
wlith friends, although many of them sup-
posed a short {ime ago that the state of
his health was so poor that he would not
Senator Pettus
never looked in better bealth, and was
placed upon the co:nmittee to inform the
President that the Senate had assembled
and was ready to receive the message from
him. It has been customary to designate
Senator Morgan for this duty, but by a
mutual understanding the other Alabama
senatur was given his place.

SBenators Alger, Cullom, Bacon and For-
aker were alt on the list of those who were
not well when the first session came to a
close, but they were all in their places to-
day in apparently perfect health.

Never before has the assembling of the
Senate brought together a more brilliant
gathering than that which filled the gal-
lerles at noon. Members of senators’ fam-
ilies were present in such numbers that
the galleries reserved for them were far
from being large enough.

Unusual Occurrence.

The unusual event of today was the In-
troduction of businegs in the Senate before
the President's message had been received,
It is customary for the Senate to do noth-
ing except to adopt those formal resolu-
tions which are necessary to send a com-
mittee to the White House, to Inform the
House of Representatives that the Senate Is
In sesslon and fix the hour for mee.ing.
Put hardly had the committee, congisting
of Senators Hale, Cullom and Pettus, been
appointed to wait upon the President, when
Senator Penrose was upon his feet with a
resolution éalling upon the President, if not
incompatible with the Interests of the pub-
lic service, to send to the Senate ful] infor-
muation bearing upon the late discharge of
the three colored companies of the 25th In-
fantry. Senator Foraker was also up with
a resolution directing the Secretary of War
to send all such Information to the Senate,
together with a history of the 25th Regi-
ment and varicus information bearing upoa
the dismissal of the colored troops, Whila
Senater Penrose's resolution requested tha
information on this subject, that of Sena-
tor Foraker “directed” the Secretary ot
War to send fit.

Resolutions Go Over.

Senator Spooner asked for a re-reading of
the Penrosge resolution and Senator Warren
prompily asked that both resoclutions Bo
over to tomorrow, which i{s the usual pro-
cedure and which was followed in this case.

These resoi.llons Zsi~form-a basis for
an Interesting discussicn -of the powers of
the President in matters of this kind. They
will come up tomorrow, at which time, it is
understood that Senator Warren, chairman
of the committee on military affairs, will
have them sent to his committee for a re-
port.

It is well-known that among senators
generally the dismissal of the three com-
panies of infantry under ‘the circumstances
attending the recent actlon of the Presi-
dent is regarded as being unwarranted. It
iz understocd that Senator Foraker has
some interes:ing data on this subject which
in due time he will present to the Senate,
There will e other speakers, both demo-
cratic and republican, who will give their
views on the President's action.

BROWNSVILLE AFFAIR

WAR DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS
PREPARING FOR INVESTIGATION

The officials of the War Department evl-
dently expect that Congress will order an
investigation of the case of the members
of the three companies of the 25th Infantry
recently discharged “without honor’” be-
cause they failed to discover and disclose
the identity of the ten or twelve scldiers
who made the raid on DBrownsville, Tex.,
August 13 last. In anticlpation of a con-
gressional call for a report on the subject
a compilation is being made of all the of-
fictal records in regard to the Brownsville
affalr, including the Garlington & Block-
son reports on which the President’'s ac-
tion was based, and also a special record
showing all acts of lawlessness committed
by members of the 25th Infantry since its
organization.

Maj. A. P. Blocksom of the inspector
general’s departinent, who made the origi-
nal investigation of the Brownsville affalr,
and who is now on duty at Oklahoma City,
has been summoned to this city to assist
Inspector General . Garlington in prepar-
ing the case of the War Department.

It is expected that the soldlers’ side of
the case wlill be presented to the Presldent
or the Secretary of War some day this
week. It will be presented by Mr. Gilchrist
Btewart of New York, representing the
Constitutional League. He examlined the
soldlers at Fort Reno, and Is accompanied
to this city by six sergeants of long serv-
Ice. These men profess entire ignorance
of the Brownsville raid and express a will-
Ingness to submit to any reasonable test
to establish their innocence. Furthermore,
the soldiers contend that they were con-
demned without a trial and that there was
nothing in the evidence adduced by the
army inspectors at Brownsville or else-
where to connect any one of them with the
Brownsville affray, or to show that he had
any knowledge of the perpetrators. All
they ask Is a fair trial of the case on its
merits, and their sole desire is to clear their
mlilitary records. )

ME. PEARRE’S BILLS.

One to License Telegraph Ope‘artors
Who Handle Train Signals.

Representative Pearre of Maryland today
introduced a bill to provide for the exam-
Ination and licence of all telegraph opera-
tors engaged in handling block slgnals and
telegraphlc train orders affecting the move-
ment of tralns on all rallroads engaged in
interstate commerce in the United States
and limiting their daily employment to
eight hours. This bill Is, of course, of gen-
eral interest in view of the recent catas-
trophe on the Southern railroad, in which
President Spencer of that railroad and a
number of other prominent men lost their
lives.

Representative Pearre introduced a num-
ber of other bills, including the following:

A bill for the relief of jaborers and me-
chanics and other employes of the United
States government, injured, and the fami-
lHes of those killed without any fault of
their own, while in the discharge of their
duties. =

A bill to pension George w. Corby.

A bill to remove certaln disabilities in the
case of Ezekiel Ayers.

A bill to remove the charge of desertion
from the military records of Thomas
Coughline

_will seon blow away.

NO TROUBLE EXPECTED

Congressmen Chary About Dis-
cussing the Japanese Question.

ARE DISINCLINED TO TALK

General Disposition to Await Fuller
Information.

DEMOCRATIC VIEW  STATED

Minority Will Hold That This Govern-
ment Cannot Coerce a State
in the Matter.

The grievance of the Japanese because
of the exclusion of Japanese from the San
Francisco schools was only casually dis-
cussed by statesmen at the Capitol today,
and then in only the most general way.
In the first place, most of the incoming
congressmen have oniy vague information
upon the merits of the case and conse-
quently fall back upon the broad proposi-
tion of whether there is likely to be se-
rious trouble between Japan and the
United States, expressing a negative opin-
fon upon that peoint. In the second place,
there is general disposition to awalit the
President's message upon the subject, the
idea prevailing that he will deal with the
question in his message to Congress, and
that the entire Information is not now at
hand.

Upon one polnt, however, there seemed
10 be unanimity of opinion, and this was
that this was not the time to discuss the
matter and that the part of wisdom is not
to fan the flame of sectional feeling by
undue criticism of the Japanese, the Caii-
fornians or the administration. Another
sentiment expresseq freely was the sus-
picion of the foreign nations in toneir ap-
parent eagerness to see grave international
controversy arising over the question,

War Talk From Abroad.

“It will be observed,” said Representa-
tive Mann of Illineis to a Star man, *'that
all of this rabld war talk comes from Eu-
ropean nations. It s easy to imaglne
that they would be glad to see Japan and
the United States, the countries which
ought to rule the future, flving at each
other's throats. That would doubtless be
a most gratlying spectacie to the jealous
European nations already annoyed per-
haps at the friendly relations existing be-
tween these two powertul young nations
of tlie east and the west.

“I don't look for any trouble at all. The
talkk In this country is largely froth and
Politics enter into
the play here, of course, but the guestion
will be settled by this government and
by the people of the United States equi-
tably to all parties concerned.”

No Need for Apprehension.

Representative Payne of New York, the
republican floor leader of the House, sald:

“The question Is safe in the hands of the
adminlstration and there need be no ap-
prehension over Its satisfactory settlement.
The war seems to be largely in the news-
papers, and especlally in the foreign press.
There is no occasion for any one to get
excited over the outlook. The problem will
be worked out and without friction.”

Representative Crumpacker of Louilsiana,
one of the great lawyers of the House and
a recognized conservative, sald:

“I believe the proper thing to do now is
to say as little about the Japanese affalr
as possible. It is beilng handled by the
proper officlals of the government and there
are assurances that the problem will be
solved. In the meantime I do not think
it is wise nor patriotic to indulge in any
kind of talk to inflame public opinion In
one section and possibly arouse it in others.
The less sald at this time the better.”

Ex-Speaker Keifer or Ohio said:

“I deprecate public discussion of the
Japanese-California school question. We
are assureéd that the administration is act-
ing and I think that we ought not to talk
at this time, especially without full infor-
mation upon all of the details of the sltua-
tion."”

Representative Cushman of Washington
said:

Cannot Regulate State Schools.

“I think there is a great deal of unnec-
essary and unwise discussion of the case.
The people of California know that the
United States cannot regulate the state gov-
ernment in its regulation of its school laws.
Those of Lhe people of Japan who think are
awnre of this fact also. I think theme has
been a good deal of reckless talk in this
country, but the whole thing will soon blow
over."

Representative Boutell of Illinois sald:

“Undoubtedly a difficult situation has
grown out of the question of the exclu-
slon of the Japanese pupils from the schools
of California, but the difficulty willl yleld
to sensible and ratlonal treatment, and to
the good sense of the people of both coun-
tries. Talk of possible war {8 too ridicu-
lous."”

Democratic Senators’ View.

The possibllity of the Japanese school
question coming before the Senate in the
discusslon of a treaty bearing upon that
subject has caused a good many senators
to avold commenting upon the controversy.

There is a strong feeling on the part of
many sesmtors that the situation in this
country In relation to the management of
school affalrs 1s not understood on the
part of the Japanese, and although there
is an earnest desire to take action that will
satlsfy the Japanese government, there is
far from being a uniformity of opinion as
to how such an arrangement can be made.

Senator Rayner, who was on the commit-
tee on foreign affairs while a member of
the House of Representatives, today sald
that, in hig judgment, our treaty with
Japan does not cover such a case as that
which has developed in San Franeisco in
connection with the Japanese pupils and
the publlie schools. He believes that if the
courts shou!d be called upon to decide this
case they should not hold that Japan is
granted the privilege that is contended for
by the Japanese by any paragraph of the
treaty.

“I would take the position,” sald Senator
Rayner, *“that the United States has no
power under the constitution to grant a
privilege of this sort. If it should be held
that under the treaty with Japan the Jap-
anese must be given admission to the high
schools of California, then, in my judgment,
that treaty violates the Constitutlon of the
United States, as the state of Californla
alone controls ifs public schools.”

This view of Senator Rayner quite clearly
represents the democratic position on the
Japanese school guestion.

Senator Tilman In referring to this mat-
ter when seen by a Star reporter said: “I
am clearly convinced that the state of Cal-
ifornia has absolute control over its own
schools, and that question Is outside the
jurisdiction of the federal power; therefore
no treaty that may seek to give that right
to subjects of Japan Is worth the paper it
is written on.

“As for the policy involved in this mat-

ter, that is another question. I merely speak
of the general proposition.”
California’s Attitude.

“California wiil stand pat,” eaid Repre-
sentative Kahn of that state to a Star re-
porter this morning, “we have acted only
within our rights and have done nothing
upon which reconsideration is necessary or
even probable. But I do not think that the

situation is as serious as would appear
from the newspaper reports. I cannot be-
lieve that the Japanese government has
taken the hostile stand indicated.

“A number of matters have contributed

to bring about the present situation. It
must not be forgotten, when the
expulsion of Japanese from the white

schools in S8an Francisco is under discus-
sion, that there are not enough seats for
the phite pupils, the children of taxpayers
and citizens. Under the law a Japanese
cannot become a citizen of the United
States. More than this, we have had In
8an Fruncisco for some time schools for
orientals, and the transfer of Japanese pu-
pils to this school was not in the nature of
a discrimination.

“Several instances following the great
earthquake and fire contributed to bring the
race gquestion to an acute stage, As you
know, 200,000 people were rendered home-
less by the fire, and when affairs began to
get in a little better shape, some littie time
after the calamity, there was, of course, a
great demand for lodging. The Japanese,
by outbidding white tenants, managed to
secure houses in the most desirable residen-
tal portion of S8an Francisco, and those
houses were in practically every case op-
erated as a Japanese tenement and lodging
house. For Instance, in a number of cases
Japanese secured leases on houses by offer-
ing the owner three and four, and even five
times as much as his present tenant was
paying, and in addition taking a lease for
five years. Property values and soclal con-
ditions in the Immedlate vieinity of- these
Japanese tenements contributed to bring
the race question to rather an acute stage.
I firmly believe, however, that both the
Japanese and American governments have
at bottom too much good sense to become
involved In an international embrogllo os a
result of something which is at best little
more than an unforunate misunderstanding.

“But as I said before,” said Mr. Kahn
emphatically, “California will stand pat.”

Carefuly Inquiry Needed.

Chalrman Tawney of the House appropri-
atlon committee was Inclined to be rather
uncommunicative concerning his views on
the Japanese situation. He has not been
able to give a great deal of constderation
to the matter owing to his pressing dutles
tas the chairman of the money committee.
He Indicated that careful Investigation
should be made and the question thoroughly
gone over in order to make sure that
Japan's rights and the treaty stipulation
have not been violated or Infringed upon.

Representative Brownlow of Tennessee
could not see that San Francisco needed
any help in managing her school affairs
50 long as Japanese treaty rights had not
been touched. He was inclined to think that
such was not the case.

TWO LOCAL DELEGATES

PROVISIONS OF BILL OFFERED BY
REPRESENTATIVE KLINE.

One of the first bllls thrown Into the hop-
per this morning was a measure of pecu-
llar in t to residents of the Distriet. It
was lifroduced by Representative Kline
of Pennsylvania, a member of the House
District committee and a man who has
shown great Interest in local affalrs, The
measure provides for the election of two
delegates to the IHouse of Representatives
from the District of Columbia, these
delegates to serve their consutuency in
the same manner that the delegates from
the territorles now serve on the floor of
the House.

“] noticed last year,” sald Mr. Kline to
a S8tar reporter today, ‘“‘that there was a

great deal of District business before the
House, and that the member who wanted
to keep Informed on all matters concerning
Washington wupon which he was called
upon to vote had little time for anything
else. The District isn't as blg as any of
the other territorles, but it certainly has a
great deal of business with the legislative
branch of the government, and should be
represented on the floor of the House by
two delegates who could keep Congress In-
formed on all District matters in the man-
ner that the delegates from the territories
now serve their people.”

The bill as introduced by Mr. Kline pro-
vides that the delegates shall be chosen by
qualified electors of the District of Colum-
bia in the manner and at the time fixed
by the bill. Any person to be qualified for
election as a delegate must have been for
five years a citizen of the United States,
for one year a resident of the Distrlet,
and must be not less than twenty-five
yvears old. The Tuesdays following the first
Monday in November, 1007, is tixed as the
first election day in the District, and the
bill provides that all other election days
shall fall upon the day when tlie congres-
sional elections are held throughout the
country.

The first two delegates elected
office, the bill says, during the
term of the Sixtieth Congress, and after
that the other delegates shall serve for
the regular full term. All male residents
of Washington twenty years old or over
who hLave reslded in the District of Co-
lumbia for one year and in an election pre-
cinet for sixty days are permitted to vote
under the terms of the measure. The
Commissioners are instructed to divide the
city into electlon precinets, which shall
thereafter remain permanently so, with
the proviso that there must be at adl times
at least 200 qualified voters in each election
precinet, and are further directed to pro-
vide at least thirty days before election
adequate polling places, to appoint three
judges and two clerks for each election
precinct, and to publish in newspapers and
by posting at least once a weeck for three
weecks all sallent facts concerning the
election.

Mr. Kline belleves that the suffrage prop-
os!tion would not meet with the Zavor that
will be found to back up his delegate bill.
He belleves that the good sense of the idea
will appeal to Congress and the public
allke, and he is hoping for quick action.

Commissioner Macfarland, who was at
the Capltol this morning for a while, de-
clined to comment on the Kiine bill.

**The board of Commissioners will report
upon the bill when it Is sent down to
them,” sald Mr. Macfarland.

shail hold
remaining

DISTRICT APPROPRIATION BILL.

Liable to Be Taken Up by Proper Sub-
committee This Week.

Commissloner Macfarland dropped in upon
the appropriation committee this morning
to learn whether there was any hope of get-
ting the District appropriation bill started
on its way toward completion within a rea-
sonable tlme. He was tickled to death to
discover that Chairman Tawney of the
House appropriation committee expects to
see the District bill taken up by the proper
subcommittee some time during the present
week. If the hurry-up job that was made
of the legislative bill may serve as an indi-
cation, two or three days ghould suffice to
lick the local measure Into shape.

“There are no particularly pressing mat-
ters of District legislation before Congress.
just now,” sald the Commissioner, *“Kvery-
thing was pretiy well cleaned up during the
first session of the Fifty-ninth Congress,
and while we have several bilis that will be
introduced during the coming week there is
no great important measure and no great
hurry.”

The Commissioner remalned at the Capi-
tor long enough to say “"Howdy" to Speaker
Cannon and other men and statesmen, but

had to leave before the gpening vel
stroke. <
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CASE OF GILLE
NEARING A CLOSE

Court Will Hold a Night Sessiors:
in Herkimer.

THREATS  AGAINST HIM:

Counsel Makes a Stirring Appeal ta
Acquit the Prisoner.

TRIES TO EXCUSE THE UNTRUTHS"

Defendant’s Lawyer Declares That Hig
Moral Crime S8hould Not Count

HERKIMER, N. Y., December 8.—Chestegr
E. Glllette, the young factory foreman off
Cortland on trial here for the alleged mure
der of Grace Brown, his sweetheart, probe
ably will know his fate within the next
twenty-four hours. District Attorney War@
will sum up for the state today, taking the
ground that Glllette dellberately planned
to murder Miss Brown, and did kill hem
or render her Insensible with blows on the
head with a tennis racjuet, her body being
then thrown Into Blg Moose lake, in the
Adirondacks. Counsel for Gillette will urge
the theory of suicide.

Sherift Richard has received & number of
letters from all over this sectlon of the
country today threatening the life of Gile

lette in case ke should be acquitted or the
jury should disagree. The letters are most
violent in their wording, and threaten an
attempt on the part of an organized mob
to take the prisoner out of the hands of the
officers and wreak summary vengeance om
him.
Plans for Violence.

Two letters from Watertown and Ame
sterdam, small cities in this vieinity, say
that plans have already been made to do
violence to the prisoner, and the one fromy
Amsterdam says that a force of 40 men
has been organized and is ready to march
on the Herkimer jail in case the jury does
not do what they regard as its duty.

If those threats should be carried out the
mob would meet with resistance from the
militia, which is ready to march to defend
the jail. All is excltement here over the
possibility that the jury may come In to-
night, and the crowds around the court
house early this afternoon were Immense.
In case of a delayed verdict the‘authoritlel
expect & strenuous time keeping order in
the town tonight.

The opening of court today was dclayed
for some time, as Judge Devendor! was
obliged to open a regular term of court be=
fore the Glilette case was resumed. The
judge has said, however, that this will not
be permlitted to Interfere with the comple-
tion of the case today. He is determined
that the last word shall be said to the jury
today, and has announced that a night ses-
sion will be held If necessary to give the
attorneys time to conclude their arguments,

Bilas D. Feeter of Little Falls, a civil
engineer, was called by the defense as soon
as court opened today, He sald he had
been to South Bay, Blg Mocse Lake, with-
in a few days and made measurements at
the point where the overturned boat was
found.

At that place it 1s seven and a half feet
deep,"” he said

It had been testified by witnesses for the
prosecution that the water was four and
a half feet deep where the boat was
found, and on cross-examination Mr. Feeter
admitted that ‘“‘the summer shrubbery that
was growing last July Is now covered with
water."”

People’s Case Closed.

District Attorney Ward called Julian A,
Van Wic as his witness. Mr, van Wie lives
In Cortland and is manager of a cyvele come
pany there. Objection was taken and ale
lowed 1o the line of questioning, whereupon
the district attorney announced that the
case for the pecple was closed.

The defense had no further testimony to
offer and Justice Devendorf asked If counsel
wanted to be limited In time for their ad-
dresses. *I do not propose to limit you un-
less yvou desire it,”" he said.

There’ was no request for time limitation.

“Gentlemen of the jury,” he began, “I
congratulate you that this case nears Its
close, At last the case of this young man,
scarcely out of his teens, a mere boy, comes
before a body of men who have promiszed to
be fair and he knows that he Wwill receive
what he has not yet had, a falr considera-'
tion of his case. This, I say, he has not
had. He has had arrayed against him tha
zeal and wit of the district atiorney, who
hes used this power to its fullest extent. He
has not oniy tried to prosecute Gillette, but
to conviet him. He has gene to the limit of
zeal In prosecuting thls case.

“In the district attorney’s opening he gave
the impression that he had an eye-witness
to what he said was the crime of murder
charged in this indictment. He also said
there was an agreement of marriage and
that the unfortunate girl was making her
wedding clothes. No proof has been brought
to substantiate these statements. The zeal
of the district attorney is due to this coun-
ty, but it is also due to this boy that every
fact that might tend to acquit him of this
crime be placed before this jury and th
larger jury of the public,

Forces Against Gillette. ~

“But there were other and even stronger
forces arrayed agalnst Glliette. The sheriff
has used his power and the force of his
office to wring from this boy statements
and rumors with which he could run to tha
district attorney. He did this while this
boy was Incarcerated in a narrow cell. Un-
til a shert time ago the boy had no counsel.
Only a few weeks before this trial my es-
soclates and myse!f were assigned by the
court to defend him. We had very llttle
opportunity and not enough money to ex-
amine the evidence that it was possible for
the other side to adduce.”

Mr. Milis warned the jury not to be In-
fluenced by what they had read or any.
feeling that may exist in the county,

“Gentlemen,” he sald, “you are considere
ing a serlous case; the most serious casé
possible for a jury to decide. The district
atterney has tried to tell you that the sen-
tence is mone of vour concerr, but is it
possibie that any twelve men can be found
who can deal with a crime punishable by
death without taking this In conslderation?

“A fow years ago every crossroed held



