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d from Beptember 18, 1904, to October 24,
004, llved at the Varnum Hotel. While
there the co-respondent continued to visit

r frequently, sometimes in the- morning,

imes in the afternoon, in
the evening. They frequently went out
ther, and, as stated by the clerk of the
al, Hunt ‘was very attentive to her.'

“Durlng the period of her husband's ab-
gpence In the summer and fall of 1904 and

after she had, on the 11th day of May of that
year, declded not to live with him agaln,
ahe wrote to him more than seventy-five
létters, which are a part of the record
These letters uniformly begin, ‘My desrea}
P d' and are signed ‘Your dear wife;

*With all love, your dear wife,” or In simi-
- lar words of affection. They are such let-
ters as would be expected by an absent
husband frem a loving wife.

Concealed Her Whereabouts.

“From the time Mrs. Bassett was In
Little Rock (about the first two we- "8 of
~ Movember, 1904) unt!l July 4, 1903, when
“ghe was found at Atiantic Chty, N. J., she
ooncealed her whereabouts, not enly from
her husband, but from her relatives and
closest friends, excepting only the co-re-
spondent, Hunt. The only clues her hus-
band had ag to the place where a com-
munication might reach her wvas her in-
“ struction to him that a letter from him ad.
dressed ‘General Delivery, Baltlmore, Md.,
would reach her; and a notice from the
Western Unlon Telegraph Company, daied
November 2, 1904, that a dispatch from
him, dated that date, to Mrs. Bassett, care
the Varnum, Washington, was undelivered,
the reason being that she was not there
and that her address was 'General Dellvery,
Baltimore, Md.'

“Mrs. Bassett’'s testimony is significant.
8he was asked upon cross-examination If
she did not expect to marry the co-re-
spondent after she was freed from the
plaintiff. Her answer 1s: ‘I could not pos-
sibly answer, because I would not know
what | was golng to do in the future. It
is qulite entirely in the future. Dr. Hunt
has not yet asked me to be his. wife.
Whether he will or not, I know not.'! When
asked as to whether she loves the co-re-
spondent, her answer is: ‘I respect Dr.
Hunt immensely; he is a most perfect gen-
tleman.’ When asked why she did not In-
form her husband of the birth of the child
Lawrence, her answer was: ‘Because It
was none of his business. He had for-
felted all right to know.""”

Several elrécumstances In thils case, Jus-
ticea Gould concinded, stand forth with

at clearness and ave an Important
mring upon the conclusion reached.

Payment of Costs of Tuit.
Justice Gould deferred until tomorrow
the signing of the formal decree of divoree.
The decree, It is understood will assess the
costs of the suft. which approximate $730,

agalnst Mr. Hunt, and will contain no ref-
erence to the Bassett children, as they are
beyond the court’'s jurisdiction, being with
their mother In Omaha.

WOMEN IN A RIOT

- &

BUFFRAGISTS MAKE ATTACK ON
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

LONDON. February 13.—Following a con-
ference of the Women's Special am@ Politl-
cal Union today hundreds of women suf-
fragists made a determined attack on the
house of commons with the object of foreing
their way Into the building. Th: police had
been forewarned of the attempt and a
large force, In uniform, in plain clothes and
mounted, was on duty about the bullding.

The doors of the house were shut in the
faces of the women, and the police at-
tempted to drive them back. In so doing
the mounted men galloped among the
women, who struggled flercely. Many of
the women were thrown down into the mud
and badly hurt. The demonstrators, how-
ever, were kept out of the house proper,
although the fight with the police outside
continued for & long time.

S8everal women journalists, who were
roughly handled by mistake, fainted. Over
twenty of the so-called “suffragists’™ were
arrested and taken to the nearest police
statlon.

During the confusion following the first
onslaught of the women six suffragists suc-
ceeded in obtaining access to the publie
lobby and attempted to rush through the
corridor leading inte the house, but they
were seized by pollcemen and ejected.

DRIFTED TWELVE HOURS.

Survivor Tells of How He Escaped
From BSinking Steamer.
Ppecial Dispatch to The Star.

BLOCK ISLAND, R. I. February 13—
While some of the survivors who reached
here from the wreck of the Larchmont
mare In a critlcal condition, some have re-
covered sufficiently to tell their storles.
Richard Hall, who lives at 388 North Maln
streel, Providence, was the saloon watch-
man on the Larchmont, and the terrible
suffering by sixteen persons on a large
fragment of the quarterdeck is told by
him in a few words. He was on watch In
the saloon at the time of the collision with
the Knowlton, He asked Steward Harri-
son what the matter was. Harrison sald
that he guessed everything was all right.

“Then,"”" continued Hall, “the steam be-
gan to fill the ship. 1 put on a life pre-
server and helped adjust life preservers
on a number of the other passengers.
Wnether they were men or women I don't
remember. They were ian their night-
wear, for the most part. Then I noticed
that the throbbing of the ship's engines
had stopped and there was a sensatlon as
#f the ship were sinking. I went up on
the hurricane deck aft and found sixteen
men and women standing together close-
1y. | made the seventeenth in the group.

“The ship settled lower and lower, un-
til finally a wave which swept across the
platform, then only a foot or so above
the surface, so It seemed, swept three of
the party—Iiwo men and a woman—into
the water. They gave one despaliring
cry; that was all.

“But we were not left any time to think
about thelr death. The ship gave its last
plunge and then sank, and the hurricane
deck was broken Into pleces. The after
portion of the deck was almost Intact, how-
ever, and it was there we found, at least a
part of us, a returnp to life, after we had
almost given up hope. We floated from 11
@¢lock that night through the blackness
and the cold, chill wind which blew over the
water, together with the spray which broke
over us and the long rollers which sent the
water, frequently several Inches deep,
across the platform-like raft, soon had us
half frozen, particularly our hands, feet
and ears,

“This kept up untll T o'clock yesterday
morning, when we floated past Sandy Foint.
‘We had distress signals holsted, but no one
saw them. Our case seemed hopeless, and
we drifted along for four hours more, when
we were picked up by a schooner."

DIES WHILE AT MASS.

Brother Benedict of 8t. Johmn’s Col-
lege Passes Away.
Brother A. Benedlet a member of the

faculty of 8t. John's College, Varmont ave-
nue near N street, died suddenly about 6:30

o'clock this morning while In 8t. Augus-
tine's Catholle Church, 153th street near M
sireet -

Brothar Benedict, who was fifty-two years
of age., had gone to the church to early
mass and had just received the blessing of
the ashes and returned to his seat, when he
was stricken. Father Grifith of Bt. Au-
gustine’'s Church was summoned, but the
brother was dead befure he arrived. The
funeral arrangements were being made this
afiernoon.

CHICAGO, February 13.—At the thirty-
ninth annual convention of the National
American Woman BSuffrage Association,
which wtil here tomorrow, the dele-
gates from all parts of the United States
will "2 > v glowing resume of the work

\BRUPTLY ENDED

Trial of Representative Binger
Hermann Begun.

ATTORNEYS DEBATE POINTS

Exclusion of Witnesses Subject of
Spirited Discussion.

TWO0 EXCEPTIONS AGREED UPON

e i

Assistant District Attorney Adkins
Presents Case for Prosecution,
Mr. Worthington for Defense,

The proceedings in the Binger
Hermann case in Criminal Court
No. 1 came to an abrupt close late
this afternoon as a result of an ob-
jection made by the attorneys for
the defendant to the introduction of
certain letters which the govern-
ment had claimed were written by
Binger Hermann, while he was
commissioner of the general land
office, relating to official business
and by his direction. copied into
some of the thirty-five letter-press
copy books, which he is charged
in the indictment with destroying.

It is of record that in the indictment Mr.
Hermann Is charged with the destruction of
certain letter-press copy books. After the
indictment was found the attorneys for
the defendant asked the court to require
the government to give it a bill of partic-
ulars showing what the government ex-
pected to prove. The government fur-
nished this bill of particulars, and in it
stated that the letter-press eopy books de-
stroyed by the defendant contained the let-
ters, some of a private nature and a great
many of an officlal nature, and no better
description of the books or contents could
be given.

When the prosecution began introducing
fts teatimony today the .istrict attorney
offered to put in evidence several letters
which he claimed were written by the de-
fendant on ol.cial business and copled in
the letter-press books, and also stated that
he had a great many other letters of a
like character which he would introduce
in the case to show that the books were
officlal and that they related to land fraud
matters, all tending to show the fraudu-

lent Intent of the defendant {n destroying
the books.

Attorney Worthington Objects.

Attorney Worthington, for the defendant,
objected to the Introductlon of the letters,
because, he sald, no Intimation of the ex-
istence of such letters was given him in the
bill of particulars, and for that reason no
notice was given to the defendant that he
would have to meet the introduction of
such evidence at the trlal. The district at-
torney contended that such letters were
competent to show the official nature of the
records destroyed.

Folowing a statement by Justice Stafford,
partially upholding the contention of the de-

he be allowed to amend the bill of partic-
ulars. Attorney Worthington again object-
ed, on the ground that it would be practi-
cally a new charge against the defendant,
and thereby put him in jeopardy twice,
against the constitutional provision which
says that no man shall twice be put In
Jeopardy for the same offense.

The court then adjourned until tomorrow
morning, at which time it will hear the ap-
plication of the district attorney to amend,
and will then probably pass on this vital
point in the case.

Introduction of Testimony.

District Attorney Daniel W. Baker be-
gan the introduction of testimony on the
government's side of the case. Mr. Her-
mann, former commissioner of the gen-
eral land office, is charged with violation
of section G408 of the Revised Statutes
of the United States, which make it a
crime to destroy publle records. Only a
little testimony was taken, however, be-
cause the opening statements of Assist-
ant District Attorney Adkins and Attor-
ney Worthington consumed so much time
that the noon recess hour was reached be-
fore the examination of the first witness
was concluded.

The government's attorneys and counsel
for the defense engaged in a gpirited de-
bate about noon as to the exclusion of wit-
nesses. Mr. Baker contended for the ex-
clusion of all witnesses with the exception
of Irving Rittenhouse. The District at-
torney Insisted to Justice Stafford that it
was essential to the government's case for
Mr. Rittenhouse to remain in the court
room because he had been of material as-
:l?tlnnce In preparing the whole matter for
riail.

Mr. Rittenhouse was at one time private
secretary to Mr. Hermann, when the latter
was commlissioner of the land office, and
also acted as private secretary to District
Attorney Heney during the time Mr. Heney
was actively engaged in the expose of the
land frauds. Mr. Rittenhouse was_ per-
mitted to remain In he court rcom, and the
same privilege was subsequently granted to
Schiller Hermann, son of the defendant,

Statements by Attorneys.

Asslstant District Attorney Jesse D. Ad-
kins, in his opening statement of the gov-
ernment’s case, outlined the plan of prose-
cution and explained in detail the workings
of the land office and the granting of land
patents to cltizens in western st-tes. He
sald Mr. Hermann kept letter-pres -
books containing corm:pondencepem:n? .
from his private office as commissioner, and
he declared a great majority of the letters
would be shown to have been on official
business of the department. Thirty-five copy-
books accumulated during Mr. Hermann's
connection with the land office. “"We will
show you that Mr. Hermann destroyed
:?ese books a -tu:n'iutl‘!::do:3 after his resigna-
on was peremptor mande -
tary Hitchmck.p ¥ S e

“It came to the knowledzs  o. Becretary
Hitchcock that investigators of land frauds
In the west made report showing a sys-
tematic scheme was in existence In con-
nection with land grants, but that this re-
port was not brought to the attention of
the Secretary. Mr. Hitchcock asked for
Hermann's resignation. 'The resignation
was made to the President. But before
the resignation took effect the thirty-tive
copy books were destroyed. We will show
you that these books were government
property, pald for with government money,
and intrusted to the care of Mr. Hermann."”

Attorney A. 8. Worthington then told the
Jury what the defense would be. He said
the letters copled In the books were of a
personal and strictly confidential nature,
and the law did not require Mr. Hermann
to permit the government to see his pri-
vale correspondence.

Twenty talesmen were summoned to
court this morning in order that the one
vacant seal which remained yesterday at
the adjournment of court could be filled,
Only five of them were examined.

Jury Completed.

George E. Cresawell and Harvey Eiker
who were seated as members of the jury
yesterday, were challenged by the defense
this morping. thus making three vacant
seats in the box. Only eleven jurors had
been selected when the regular panel was
exhausted at yesterday's session eof the
court. Three new men were chosen from
the special panel, which was summoned at
Justice Stafford’'s order, and the jury as

e ¢ the nrginization during the

o~

funp!eted and sworn included the follow-
ng: :
Charies R. BSchutt, H. Clyde Grimes,

-

fendant, the district attorney moved that’

Stafford, Attorney Worthington, the latter

the defendant, Binger Her-
mann, and rict Attorney Baker partic-
ipated, the formal opening statement of the
case for the government was made by As-
sistant District Afttormey Jesse D. A k.

of the general land office and its various
state branches, and referred to the partic-
ular charge In the Indictment that the de-
fendant had, January 30, destroyed
thirty-five letter press copy from the
records of the land office.

“In order to prove the charge in the In-
dictment,” said Mr. Adkins, “we will show
that before the time Binger Hermann as-
sumed the office of commissioner of tha
land office only such letters as were marked
“Private” or "Personal,” and addressed to

by the incumbent of the office. In 1897,
when he was appointed to the office, the de-
fendant made a change and directed that
all mail which came from his home state,
Oregon, should be plsced on his own desk.

At the same time, or thereabouts, Mr.
Hermann directed his méssenger to secure
& letter press copy book, and In the course
of his tenure of office these copy books ac-
cumulated to the number of thirty-five.
The letters were on al conccivable sub-
jects, but Mr. Hermann answered practl-
cally all of them.”

culars of the re-

After detailing the partl
neral laad fraud cases, As-

port on the

sistant Attorney Adkins asserted.
that the then commissioner of the land
office, er H was severely repri-

ermannm,
manded by Secretary of the Interior Hitch-
cock for mot immediately transmitting this
report, and the subsequently de-
manded Mr. Hermann's resignation.

“Mr. Hermann's resignation was not vol-
untlg." declared Mr. Adkins (and Attor-
ney Worthington was on his feet instantly
with an objection, but the statement went
in under an exception). *‘The defendant
sent Senator Mitchell to Intercede with the
Becretary, but Mr. Hi was obdurate,
though he finally consented that the resig-
nation should not take effect until Febru-
ary 1, 1908 or more than one month after
the conversation occurred. The resignation
was written January 16, 1903.

“Only two days before Mr. Hermann was
to leave the office he directed the messen-
ger to destroy the thirty-five copy books,
sald Mr. A and he described the

tion of the books in that one-half ef each
leaf was first torn_out and thrown in the
waste paper—and - subsequently the re-
remaining portion of the books was sim-
{larly treated.

“We will endeavor to show you, gentle-
men of the jury, that the motive of Mr.
Hermann In destroying the books, after his
resignation had been demanded, was to
cover up any evidence contained in the
correspodence by him with these persons
in the west who were accused of the land
frauds."”

Attorney A. S, Worthington made a brlef
answering statement for the defense, claim-
ing that it will be shown all the books
contained private correspondence. He called
attention to the fact that there was no at-
tempt gt concealment in the destruction of
the books.

Hearing of Evidence.

When the taking of evidence was begun
the district attorney presented as exhibits
certified copiers of the appolatment and res-
ignation and oath of office of Binger Her-
mann.

Dr. Harry 8. Reiger, now a practlcing
physiclan in Oregon, but in 1908 a clerk
and stenographer in the general land office,
was the first witness called. He testified
that he acted as private secretary to Mr.
Hermann for some time, and he gave the
names of a number of persons with whom
the defendant was then in correspondence.
Answering questions propounded by Dis-
trict Attorney Baker, the witness sald Mr.
Hermann went away one month each sum-
mer, and he desecribed the distribution of
the malil of the office at such times.

Objection was made by counsel for the
defense, but Mr. Baker declared his purpose
was to show that in Mr. Hermann’'s absense
the dally mail was of such character that
it could be, and was, cared for by other
officials of the land office. The evidence was
aliowed to go in.

“‘In the ordinary course of business where
were the letters copled which had been
written at Commlissioner Hermann's dlcta-
‘tion?" -asked the dlstrict attorney.

“¥n the personal copy books of the com-
missioner,” replied Dr. Reiger.

I desire to offer our exhibit No. 18, a
letter,” comtinued Mr. Baker, and the mis-
glve was identifled by Dr. Reiger as one
-written by him while he held the position
as secretary.

“l objeot to this letter geolng in evi-
dence,” sald Attorney Worthington, “and
would like to know the purpose.’’

“To show that it concerned ¢fficlal busl-
ness,” reterted Mr. Baker, “and I will say
here that we desire to offer in evidence
every letter written by Mr. Hermann dur-
Ing his tenure of the office of commissioner
of the land office which we have been able
to procure in the preparation of this case,
whether the letters are of a personal na-
ture or of a business nature.” !

By further questioning the district at-
torney brought out the statement that a
great majority of the letters written by
Commissioner Hermann and copied in his
letter-press books were—sent out in
“franked" envelopes of the department.

At this peint a recess was taken until
1:15 o'clock.

WATERED THE STOCK

RAILROAD PRESIDENT FRANKLY
ADMITS THAT HE DID IT.

Special Dlspateh to The Star.

8T. PAUL, Minn., February 13.—Sensa-
tion after sensatlon followed each other
yeasterday in the rallroad investigation by
the Minnesota legisiature when Presldent
A. B. Btickney of the Chicago Great West-
ern rallroad admlitted without hesitancy
that he sold considerable watered stoek.

President Stickney clalmed that frenzled
finance bullt his road, and the attorney for
the state gasped for breath when the rail-
road president declared the deal would be
repeated.

A part of the cross-examination was as
follows: “Do you mean to say,” asked At-
torney Manahan, “that you sold $3,600,000
worth of stocks and bonds for $1,800,0007"

“Yes, nominal value stocks and nominal
value bonds,” was the answer.

“Ther, Ii I understand you correctly,”
gald the attorney, “you practically disposed
of $1.500,000 In watered stock?"

“That's what I did,"”” satd Mr. Stickney,
“and furthemore, I'm going to put a whole
lot more on the market.”

“Do you think it {s fair to the rate pay-
ers? Do you think shippers ought to pay
such high rates that it will insure intereat
on this watered stock?"

“I think that railroads and owners of rail-
roads are entitled to all the interest and
dividends they can get, provided reasom-
-able rates are charged by the r
and freight departments,” sald . Stick-
ney.

A long wrangle then followed about rates
end classifications, in which Mr. Stickney
took occasion to say: “You may think I'm
a ¢— f—1 hecause I can't anawer all
your questions, but I'm mot. It's the hard-

Thaw Trial Resumed.

NEW YORK, February 13.—Juror Belton
returned to his place In the Thaw jury
panel this afternoon, and at 2:10 p.m. the
trial before Justice Fitagerald was resumed.

Dr. Britton D. Evans, superintendent of
the State Hospital for the Insane at Morris
Plains, N. J.. who occupled the stand all
day yesterday, was immedlately called to

PFire at

Psl Upsllon Fraternity house at Byracuse
University was discovered on fire after
o'clock this afternoon. 'I'-oﬁ men were
in the house, but all esca Students
alded the firemen in figh the flames.

The bullding is valued at

He described im detall the Inner workings |

the commissioner, were received personally

Procures Letter Press Book. H

dkins,
peculiar method followed in the - desiruc-.

SYRACUSE, N. Y., February 13.—The,

Local Subjects Before House
District Committee. .

Representatives of Citizens’ Associa-

-

| ALLEGED SHORTAGE OF CABS)

Gen. Harries Points to the

D. W. Oyster, president of the Petworth
Citizens’ Assoclation; E. H. Tucker, presi-
dent of the Northeast Washington Ciltizens’
Association, and Gen. Harrles held the floor
today at the hearing before the House Dis-
trict committee on the bill for 75-cent gas
and universal transfers. Mr. Oyster and
Mr. Tucker came to urge a favorable re-
port upon these two measures. Gen. Har-
ries, who is vice president of the Washing-
ton Rallway -and Electric Company, ap-
peared In opposition to the free transfer
bill and to the bill giving to the District
Commissioners authority to supervise the
street railway systems of the District. At
times the discussion before the committee
was animated and once or twice It became
rather acrimonious. The committee ap-
peared to be much interested In Gen. Har-
ries’ statement of street rallway conditions
and interrupted him so frequently that his
remarks were noteworthy in almost every
other respect than that of continuity.

Gen. Harrles made it plain that, In-his

great hardship to the street car systems of
the District; that 3-cent fares would great-
ly injure the financial conditions of the
 companies, and that the tax charge pro-
posed by the Madden bill would mean bank-
ruptcy for hig system at least.

Mr. Oyster for Cheaper Gas.
President Oyster of the Petworth Citlzens’
Assoclation indorsed, on behalf of that
body, the 75-cent gas bill and the universal
transfer measure. He was confident that
the Washington Gas Light Company could
furnish gas for 75 cents a thousand cubic

feet without doing any Injustice to its em-
ployes or having its earning capacity cut
down to the point where the stockholders
would be injured. His attention had first
been called to the gas question by reading
consular reports from which he learned that
in foreign municipalities gas was sold at
a vastly lower rate than in the natlonal
capital. In his innocense he sald he went
to the gas eompany for information and
was told by the secretary that Mr. Oyster
knew how much gas Mr. Oyster burned and
that was all Mr. Oyster had to worry about.
He found out then, he said, what must peo-
ple were finding out now, and that was that
the gas company was not required to make
any report to Congress of its annual oper-
ations.

“Notwithstanding the Washington Gas
Light Company has millions of feet of gas
to burn,’” said Mr. Oyster, “they have been
permitted to work in the dark.”

Following his Interview with the secretary
of the company, Mr. Oyster said he had
read up on congressional investigations of
the local gas gituation and had Informed
himself from other documents bearing on
the subject. Everything tended to con-
vince him that the gas company charged
too much for Its product. No intelligent
man, he said, could claim with justice that
it cost from 100 to 200 per cent more to
make and distribute gas in Washington
than in the cities of England or from 40
to 60 per cent more than In other :cities
in the United States.

Mr. Oyster said in reply to questions
from members of the committee that in his
epinion the issue of certlficates of .indebt-
edness by the gas company, to the extent
of about $3,000,000, had been nothing more
or less than a distribution of accumulated
groﬂdts. or in other words, an extra divi-

end.

President Tucker’s Contention.

President Tucker of the Northeast Wash-
Ington Citlzens" Assoclation asserted that
{ his organization had indorsed the Madden
bill for 75-cent gas and that its members
belleved that it was the duty of Congress,
as long as it ailc ved the local gas com-
panies a franchise, which was in the nature
of a monopcly, to see that the citizens of
Washington got good gas at a reasonable
figure. They looked to Congress to find
out what It cost to make and distribute
gas—the association having no means of
finding this out—and to fix the rate te the
consumer upon this basis,

Mr. Tucker called attention to the fact
that since gas was sold to the consumer at
$4 a thousand cubic feet no reductlion had
I ever been made without public agita.on
of the subject. Most of the reductions had
been made by Congress and some by the
gas company, but always this actlion had
been taken following agitation and public
demand for relief.

Senator Foster's hill for 75-cent gas, In-
troduced in the Benate some years ago, was
referred to by Mr. Tucker. He said his
organization had indorsed that measure,
but that it received the Indorsement of
very few of the citizens’ assoclations owing
to the fact that the District Commission-
ers fixed a time for hearing on the measure
before most of the assoclations could act.
And he insisted that the Commissicners’
adverse report on the blii had been ridicu-
lous in that the statement was made that
there was no public demand for the redue-
tion. The citizens he represented did not
wish to be unreasonable, but they wanted
to get as much as posaible for theilr money.
They had reason to believe that the com-
pany could furnish gas for 75 cents, and
if the committee found this to be the case,
they thought it was only just that the price
should be so fixed. He thought, moreover,
that it was foolish to pay the present gas
inspector a salary for inspecting the pro-
duct in the day time, when there was no
general use of |it.

He thought Congress should provide
that inspections should be made at night.

Mr.  Tucker indorsed the unlversal

‘| transfer bill, but said that the demand

for universal transfers would be elim-
inated t6 a great extent, so far as the
citizens of Northeast Washington were
concerned, if Congress authorized the
Capital Traction Company to bulld a
north and south line through the section
In gquestion. The citizens down there had
been demanding this for fifteen years,

Through Cars to Brightwood

Men's Association, appeared to urge, in a
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Thought More Cars Needed.

J. H. Harper of this city, who sald he was
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HEARING - WAS  ANIMATED |
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“T'a short Alstan

opinion, universal transfers would work a
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made t six-mile run, carry-1
o il g o B Bl

sarcastically— .
sé8 fhat the number of cars
mentioned there is entirely insufficient, and
could understand that this company leaseds
ofhér cars.”

Gen. Harrles then fook the floor to dis-
euss-the universai transfer bill, which he
waz objectionable from every stand-

mothing. He claimed
d in Washington con-
in-the-past -seven years
-done. in any other city in4
A ety cout-get. Withih
J‘of the destination It sought
by means of the present system of trans-
fers. The univefsal transfer suggestion was
also & brand mew one. He had never heard
of free transfers between unrelated com-
fes.
WR":_ now have an arrangement with the

i

Py ey

question—that fs to say,
ll:ad a right to pass a
W
Gen. Harrles replied that his company
had investigated matter, and-that as a
result he did not believe there was any
power vested anywhere that could compel
his company to carry free a passenger
who had pald his fare to the Capital Trac-
tion Com A
“Then.'-'mul::’ueated Representative Bims
of Tennessee, “any legislation we might
pass might be vold, and consequently would
not hurt your road?”’ .
“But at the same time,” rejoined the
general, ‘“such legislation, i Slmn'._
would not be very creditable to Congress.
“But,” continued Mr. Babcock, ‘‘sup-
se Congress requires you to accept trans-
ers from the.Capiltal tion Co. and re-
quires that concern to accept your trans-
fers. Would that not be in nature of a
compensation to both companles?”’ g
“Gen. Hairles eould not see It that way,
and in reply to a guestion of Representative
Tayler of Ohio as to what would be -the ef-
fect if his company had accepted a fran-
chise with this transfer provision in it, the
general said that this put an entirely dif-
ferent phase on the matter. '

Right to Amend Franchises.

“] don’t think so,’”” said Mr. Taylor, ‘‘be-
cause every franchise we grant has an
‘alter, amend or repeal’ clause in It.”

“That certainly raises a very interesting

point,”” the general admitted.

Then Mr. Babcock wanted to known how
it would do to provide for universal trans-
fers and to stipulate that the company
which lhas an excess of its own transfers
over Lhe other street rallway corporation
should pay an allowance of 2 cents for
each transfer so in excess.

G-n. Macies thought that that would
simply amuount to a redusiion of fare, not
to the passecger, but to the cumpany.

“Bat you trancler now with all of your
own affilinted iiwa f{ree” suggested Mr.
Babcock, “so what would be the aiffex-
ence?”

“Because,’”” Gen. Harries replied, - “we fig-
ure on the mass of business and all of the
receipls come to us.”

“Why don’'t you pay dividends in mass?"
asked Mr. Sims.

And to this Gen, Harrles replied that it
was impossible to do so because some of
the affiliated roads did not earn dividends.

Financial Conditions Discussed.

At the suggestion of various members of
the committee, Gen. Harries then left the
immediate consideration of the bill and w.s-
cussed in some: detall the financial condf-
tion of the Washington Rallway and Elec~
tric Company. s
_Returning to the discussion of fares and
transfers, Gen. Harrles sald that his sys-
tem thiough the sale of six tickets for a
guarter had saved the people of Wash-
ington approximately 32,000,000 in the last
seven vears. He was accustomed to hear-
ing a lot of talk about reduced fares and
universal transfers, but he hadn’'t heard
any method suggested of honorably reduc-
ing the fixed charges, the labor charge and
the material charge, on the street railway
sysiems. .

Representative Olcott of New York
wanted to know if in order to pay divi-
dends Gen. Harrles’ concern found it neces-
sary to make a large proportion of its pas-
sengers stand up. He wondered if it were
possible for the company to give them seats
and still make money.

The company had never looked at it from
that point of view, Gen. Harrles replied,
and he insisted that it was not possible to
give all passengers seats during the rush
hours.

“]1 don't travel during the rush hours,”
replied Mr. Olcott, “and yet it is seldom
hhat I get a seat on the Mount Pleasant

ne." ¥

At this point Prof. Hill of the naval
observatory, who was in attendance at
the hearing, jumped up and asked Gen.
SE7Harrles what price the Tenleytown and
other suburban companies affiliated with
the Potomac Electric and Power Company
pald for their current per 1,000 kilowats.

“A falr price.” the b

“What is it?"" demanded Preof HIlL

“] won't tell you,” cried Gen. Harrles
with some heat. “I will tell the commit-
tee, but I don't propose to be cross ex-
amined by every whippersnapper that
comes up here.”

Annual Taxes.

Gen. Harrles told the eommittee that the
Washington Rallway and Electric Com-
pany now pald annual taxes of $166,783, or
$8.25 out of every $100 recelved by the com-

pany.

Representative Sims wanted "to know M
the witpess considered that the amount
pald by the company for crossing police-
men in the light of a tax.

Gen. Harries repllied in the affirmative,
and Mr. Sims suggested that the crossing
policemen were worth something to the
company. i

“Not 50 cents a year,” sald Gen. Harries.
“Why,” he sald, ‘“‘they are not worth any
more than Mr. Harper's opinion, and that
is worth conslderably less than 50 cents,™

Chairman Babcock wanted to kmow how
it would do to reduce the fare merely on
the Capital Traction Company, which
earned a great deal more per mile than
the Washington Railway and Electric
.Company, anfli Gen. Harrles sald it would
not do at all. He suggested that if Con-
gress reduced the fare on the Capital Trac-
tion Company, then the people of Wash-
ington would stop riding on all the Mnes
of the Washington way and Electric
Company which parallefed or approximated
the former concern. He was sure that if
the of Congress who were here
in the days of the old street rallway com-
panies would. compare conditions then and
now they would realiize just what had

company halt a
million for cars in the past five years,
was spending a milllon or more for a
new power house and would have te
spend another half millien to get to the
new union station.
to do what the company ha
nﬁ"ﬁ‘ mnuroan:l u&'ﬁ - ‘ndt;a wanted
ex stations an
to knegr if the committee thought that
his road would carry mare passengers to

- "But the dog might die,” sald Gen.,
[ Harries: “That's also like testing mushe
rooms.. If they happen to be mushrooms
you live, but if they are toadstools you dle.
Representative Babcock wanted to know
if it wouldn’'t be a good thing to have the

strest . rallways controited by o
;;aomethlns like the board of education”—
Ge hands and

ae:nﬁmm- threw up both
Ped Ntricken with horror et the idea.
“The Commissioners’ bill,” sald the gen-
eral, “stands for municipal control. Let us
not hide that.” - £
The general interested the.committes by
stating that with three changes he was
willing to_accept theé Commis¥joners’ billL

i

‘atfer the passage of Uffe act all*rights, priv-
- llages, etc., of the ptockholdera and direct-

ors should Be ¢ erréd 10 thre Commis-
sitmers; -8, gr in consideration of this
tramsfer the go n{ should guarantee
the -of the primeipal and Interest of

the and, third, that the Commission-
ers should be relleved of all their other
dutfes 80 that they might give thelir entire
time and attention to the regulation and
control of the strest rallways. (Great
la er.)

“Under that arrangement,” suﬁeuted Mr.
Sims, “street railway stock “would go down

to about $ a share:

ACCUSED OF MEDDLING

CHARGE AGAINST CONGRESS BY
JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

Comment on Local Public School Af-
fairs by a Friend of Superin-
tendent Chancellor.

e

“Meddling” with District affairs Is the ac«
cusation against Congress in the lateat edi-
torial comment oa local public school con-
ditions by friends of Willlam E. Chancellor.
Ag another side lssue, :the w_rlter- of the
commefit-in quéstion remarks on the differ-
ence between municipal affalrs here and
In other cities of the land, and says “the
conditions of difference are wholly against
the probability of good government.” Fur-
ther along the statement is made that .the
ideas of citizens of the District are so
warped that they are mot competent to
judge their own conditions and actions.

The opinions are expressed in the Journal
of Educatlon, Boston, New York and Chi-
cago, of February 7, 1907, of which A. E.
Winship is the editor. Mr. Winship was
here during the past fall anu delivered the
first of a series of educational lectures to
teachers, as provided by Congress. He
came, it {s understood, by invitation of his
friend, the superintendent. Whether Super-
intendent Chancellor *‘furnished informa-
tion” for the article could not be learned
today. The criticlsms, however, are regard-
*ed as In line with many of those already
expressed by the superintendent.

Unlike Any Other City.

The comment begins as follows:

“Washington Is radically unlike any
other city in its municipal affairs, and
the conditions of difference are wholly
agalnst the probabliity of good govern-
ment. Congress runs everything. Not
only do the citizens veote on nothing, but
there are no heads of departments who
are trusted with any legislative responsi-
bility. If it is desirable to have milk
bottles sterilized in Washington there
must be a bill passed through Congress
ordering that it be done, wh2reas imn any
other modern eity the board of health,
composed of experts, would be empow-
ered to make all such regulations. Con-
gress can meddle with no ofher city. No.
one of these congressmen. could meddle
Hm; the affairs of the city in which he

ves.

“No congresgsman or senator is a resi-
dent ¢f Washington; none was ever eleeted
because of his fitness to handle municipal
affairs; few of them have ever had to do
Mthhthe management of any clty govern-
ment.”

The shafts of critlelem of the writer are
next turned full on the Commissioners of
the District, and the inference is pretty
strong that the Commissioners, In the mind
of the writer, don't know anything about
their present.business.

“True,”” the writer continues, “thers are
three Commissioners of the Dlistrict, on
high salaries.”” He then states that it f§
not easy to know what their dutles are,
“‘except- that they are excessively jealous
ltfu.itt n_c.imebody else should have responsi-

Y.

“They certalnly aré not experts and are

not chosen as such,” Is the next fling.

Goes for Congress.

Having finlshed with the Commissioners
and lald them low with several fell blows,
the membera of the House of Representa-
tives and of the Senate are flayed for the
way, the writer says, they interfere in Dis-
trict affairs and use the local school ays-
tem to further their political Interesta.

‘““There are nearly five hundred senators
and representatives whose constituents are
beseeching them for every kind of a job
that exists or that can be created im the
District of Columbia,” it is asserted. “Natu-
rally this evil is at ita helght in the schools.
With the past there is no occasion to deal
because & heginning at reform has been
made. Think of trylng to superintend
schools with nearly five men, who
vote on every recommendation, asking for
appointment of constituents to every con-
celvable position from jaanitor to Distriet
superintendent! And when you say there
is no vacaney they can create & new posi-

tion for this case if need be.

Merits of Chancellor Administration.

After a dissertation on the merits of the
Chancellor administration and the making
of varlous suggestions for the Improvement
of the “evlls,” the writer takes a final
dig at Congress and the citizens of the
District in the following words:

*“*There are so many local influences and
they are so linked with congressional af-
fairs that local opinlons are Imevitably

warped.

The editorial has been read by the presi-
dent of the board of education and a num-
‘ber of other school officials. Like that
which appeared anonymously a few days
ago in the Educational Review of New
York and fer which Dr. Chancellor fur-
nished the facts and many of the ldeas, if
not all of them, it has raised a storm of
adverse comment.

‘““There seems to be a systematic move-
ment on foot,” ene man said to & Star re-
porter, ‘“to palnt the national capital as
black as possible In the eyes of the coun-
try."”

All Trains Will Stop.

NORFOLK, Va., February 13.—As a mark
of respect for the memory of Alfred Walter,
late president of the Heaboard Ailr Line
rallway, It was today directed in an official
order issued by W. A, Gagsrett, first vice
president and general manager of the Sea-
board system, that all trains on the lines
of the Seaboard come te = full astop,
wherever they may be, at the funeral hour
ni New York tomorrow, at 3 p.m., and re-
main standing for a period of five minutes.

New Pennsylvania Director,
PHILADELFPHIA, February 13.—George
L. Peck, general manager of the Peansylva-
nia lines west of Pittsburg and Erle, was
today elected a director of the Pennsylvania

Pugh resigned his directorship in
to have another western man on tha
as Mr. Pugh was not always able

= REGARDEDASSOLUTI

such other country or from such insular

Senator Perkins immediately after the read-

between the Japanese am
Presldent by which the

fully agrees that her laborers shall not
come to
They

and Hawall as

however,

Proposed to Bar Out Japanese
Without Passports.

WOULD EXCLUDE COOLIES

Japan Will Not Issue Papers to
Laborers,

TO AMEND IMMIGRATION BILI

T e ————

Another Conference at the Whi
House Today to Discuss the
California School Question.

It is generally understood that the Preal
dent through Secretary Root has placed
proposition before the House and Senat
committees on Immigration that will lead
to a solutlon of the Japanese controvers
by placing the burden of the excluslon o
the Japanese government, and If the att!
tude of the mikado’s government 18 correct
ly interpreted by officials on this side thers
will be an end to the Immigration of Jap
anese to this country, and consec:ently n
need for either an excluslon act or an
more herolcs from the SBan Frascisco dele
gation about the order barring the Jap
anese from the 8an Francisco schools.

. Japan’s Attitude.

The Japanese government Is understood
by American offictals to be not only willing
but anxious to prevent the emigration of
laborers to' America, preferring to have the
native Japanese go to Korea and Muanchu-
ria to help bulld up the Japanese interests
in those countries. As was explalned in
The Star recently, the Japanese govern-
ment. for some time past has refused to
issue passports to its subjects who wanted
to come to the United States,. but since
there has been a large Japahese population
in Hawall and many applications were
made for passports to join mlleged friends
and relatives in the Islands, passports have
been Issued to those applying for them to
go to Hawall. Once there, it was an easy
matter for the Japanese to continue to the
malnland In Californfa, and In this they
were helped by regularly organizged emi-
gration companles and by the rallroads and
other. large Interests who * wanted labor.
Bince the Japanese exclusion question has
been acute the Japanese government sald
that it did not want any excluslon act paas-
ed by the United States agalnst its sub-
jects for the sake of natlonal pride. But
it was perfectly willing to cut off the pass-
port privilege if that would settle the diffi-
culty and prevent the Japanese from goling
to any part of the United States.

The Latest Proposition.

The proposal of the Presldent to Con-
gress I8 to have a provislon inserted in the
Immigration bill refusing admission to this
country of Japanese who have not pass-
ports to this country or Its possessions.This
would put the burden of selectton on tha

Japanese government Itself, The plan Is
understood to have appealed favorably to
Speaker Cannon and the mors Influential
members of the House and Senate. It is
even sald that It 1s agreeable to Mayor
Schmitz and his assoclates, though they are
afrald that it will not be accepted by the
politiclans of Callfornia as a reason for
backing down on their expressed determi-
nation to exclude Japanese children from
the S8an Francisco schools.

: The Proposed Amendment.

The remedy is provided in an amend-
ment to. the Immigration bill, agreed upon
by éoriferees of the Senate and House to-

day and reported to Congress. The provi-
slon agreed upon is as follows: ol

“That whenever the President shall be
satfsfied that passports 1ssued by any for-
elgn government to its citizens to go to
any country, other than the United Btates or
to any Insular possession of the TUnited
States or to the canal zone, are being used
for the purpose of enabling the holders to
come to the continental territory of the
United States to the detrimént of labor
conditiong therein, the President may re-
fuse to permit such citizens of the country
lssulng such passports to enter the conti-
nental territory of the United Btates from

possesstons or from the canal zone."”

Secretary Root prepared the proposed
amendmant to the immigration bill, It was
learned from a high officlal source last
night that this arrangement, which s In-
tended to exclude the Japanese laborers
only until a new treaty can be negotlated
with the Toklo government has been ac-
cepted by the Japanese ambassador, Bec-
retary Root has cabled the text of the
draft of the proposed amendment to Am-
bassador Wright at Tokio.

R tative Hayes, spokesman for the
Californla delegation In Congress, refuses
to discuss the proposition. “If you have
kept posted on the situation In the last
few days you can appreciate the signifi-
ecance of this conference without my mak-
ing any comment. I look for a satlsfac-
tory adjustment of the gquestions at lssue
and hope that the agreement will be reach-
ed at today’s conference”

Mr. Hanihara Reticent.

Mr. Masanao Hanlhara, second secreiary
of the Japanese embassy, says that let-
ters bearing on the questions at issue have
been exchanged between BSecretary Root
and Viscount Aokl, the Japaness ambassa-
dor. He refused to give any intimation as
to the nature of the communications and
would not admit that any agreement had
been reached looking to the exclusion of
Japanese laborers elther by treaty or by
legislation. When asked the question as to
whether Viscount Aok! had been In cabla
communication with the foreign offiee at
Tokio, Mr. Hanlhara sald it was not proper
‘“for us to discuss this queetlon."

Another Conference Today.

Another conference has been arranged
for the Callifornla delegation at the White
House this afternoon, when the matter will
be gone over agaln and possibly some de-
clsion reached.

It is sald that Mayor Schmitz and his
assoclates stand ready to rescind the school
board’'s order establishing the orlental
schools and to again admit the Japanese
to the white schools, provided the Pres!-
dent can give assurances that in the near
future he can secure congressional legisla-
tion or negotiate a treaty with the Tokio
government which will exclude the coolle
laborers from the United States. If an
agreement is reached at today’s conference
it will be on this basls.

California Benators Satisfled.

If the passport arrangement for the con-
trol of Japanese immigration to this coun-
try proves satisfactory to the committee of
citizens of San Franclsco headed by Mayor
Schmitz it will be satisfactory to Senators
Perkina and Flint. This statement was
made to a Star reporter this afternoon by

ing of the conference report on the Immi-
n:‘;lo:ltth: that agreement exists

. o mbaul.dor and the
b e e e
ties will see to the eai out o s ar-
rangement in good faith, and that Japan

mainland 6f the United States.
be admitted to the Philipplnes

usual.

Members of the California delegation In

the House were non-committal upon the

satisfactoriness of the amendment. al

though it is believed they do mot view
t until they

bave mma"h' “with the San
delegation.
Confidence at

it

' of hostile to Japan,
m:’nmw her and disparage
her power.-




