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WHERE THE BEI

at this time of the year her average wa»

about as It was last night, the number

being equally divided between first and
second-class.

Many First-Class Passengers.
One of the Inspectors of the railroad who

saw the steamer train oft at the Liverpool
street station said last night that he

thought there were more first-class than
second-class passengers, most of them beingcommercial men. or persons having
professional business engagements on the
continent, or else Inhabitants of the continentreturning home from business trips
to Great Britain. Much difficulty Is being
experienced In obtaining the names of the

passengers, as the tickets were purchased
from many agents In London and other
cities, while some of the travelers may have
had return tickets. The only names the
vuuiyiiii} IHII u« sure UL are muse ui passengerswho secured reserved berths. The
company's agents are being asked to send
In immediately to headquarters the names

of all such persons.
The members of the crew, numbering

fifty, were mostly Englishmen from Harwich.The officers were Captain Precious,
First Officer C. Morsley, Second Officer J.
Wyatt, Chief Engineer Bennant, four assistantengineers and four stewardesses.

Captain Was Competent.
The passengers were natives of Holland

«fiui mux inline uner visiting c>ngiana.
Among the latter were several diamond
merchants who doubtless carried valuable
parcels of diamonds, and besides the purser
had in his safe packages of diamonds valuedat several thousand pounds sterling.
Among the members of the German Opera

Company known to have been drowned is
Mrs. Bertram, wife of the well-known barltone,Theodore Bertram, who sailed for

t Rotterdam a day previous to the departure
of ills wife. The latter was delayed In Englandon account of Indisposition.
Arthur Herbert, the king's foreign service

mi*»senger, w no was urownea, was a gTana
onof the third Earl of Powis, and was

on a mission to the courts of Copenhagen,
St. Petersburg, Berlin and Teheran, bearingimportant dispatches to the heads of
the foreign offices at those capitals.

C'apt. Precious, whi commanded the Berlin,was senior commander of the Great
Eastern Railway Company's fleet and was

considered to be a particularly competent
uuaci.

Report is Confirmed.
LONDON, February 21..The Great EasternRailway Company officially confirms

the loss of the steamer Berlin, with all on
board, off the coast of Holland. The Berlincarried passengers and crew to the
number of 141. Among those drowned are
nineteen members of a German opera companywho had Just concluded their season
at Covpnt fJnrrloTv
Arthur Herbert, one of the king's tn(S

engers.who was Journeying to the continent.also was lost.
Members of the Chorus.

With reference to the members of the
German opera company who left last nfgnt
on the uteamer Berlin, the manager of
Covent Garden said today:
"So far as we know these did not Include

any of the star artists. The party was
made up of members of the chorus returningto their homes. They made arrange-
nients directly with the railway company,
so that we are not yet able to get an exact
list of their names.
"The disaster has aroused the most intensealarm among the other members of

the company, owing to the friendship# and
relationships existing."

The Number Aboard.
ROTTKRDAM, February 21..The agents

of the wrecked steamer Berlin say that althoughthey are not positive regarding the
number, thev hpllpva the £11.a.. 1 .«1"". . - . « c«l I ICU liU

painK'ngers and a crew of GO officers and
men.

Thirty-Five Singers Aboard.
ROTTERDAM Holland. February 21..

Herr Dennlnger. a member of the German
Opera Company, who has arrived here by
way of Antwerp, says that thirty-five of
the company were on board the wrecked
teamcr Rorlln. Dennlnger was too late

to catch the Berlin and came on the Ant- .

werp boat. ]Alive on the Boat.I
HOOK OF HOLLAND. Holland, February21.The after part of the wrecked
learner Berlin did not slip Into deep

water, as at first reported, but seems to
he firmly embedded In the sand bank.
There are still a few persons on board,
clinging to the wreckage, and It.Is hoped
It may be possible to eff&ct their rescue
at low tide. During high water, at the
height of the storm, the waves shut oft
all view of tike wreck, which led to the
belief that no trace of the Berlin had been
left. The receding tide, however, revealed
the remains of her stern, with a handful
of survivors.
The only person who thus far has succeededIn reaching the shore Is Capt.

Parkeston, of Belfast, Ireland. He Is now

In a high fever as the result of his ex-

perlence.

GALES 8WBX7 ENGLAND.

Shipping Disasters and Havoc on

Land Widespread.
Special Cablegram to The Star.
IX)NTX>N, February 21..Heavy gales,

; ,:i i- our». have been experienced
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LLDT WENS DOWN.

throughout the country. There have been
numerous shipping disasters and the havoc
on land is widespread. Many accidents
occurred, several of them being fatal. The
life boats were busy on all parts of the
coast. Fortunately the loss of life has been
comparatively small, except for the disaster
to the Berlin.
The gale was accompanied by torrential

storms of rain. In the south of England
there was snow, ncHl -ana sieet, ana in xno

north the telegraph and telephone services
were interrupted. The storm area covered
practically the whole northwest of Eurofce^
Telegrams from Germany report much
damage. There are snow and thunder
storms and the rivers are rising rapidly.
The steamship Teutonic, which was

storm bount at Liverpool yesterday, sailed
after having been delayed twelve hours.
ROME, February 21..Severe storms of

wind, hall and snow are causing serious
damage in Italy. Telegraph and telephone
communications are interrupted.

KAN DEAD; WOMAN SILENT.

Mystery in Shooting in Chicago OfficeBuilding.
CHICAGO, February 21..l.ou!s Fisher,

thirty-eight years of age, 8..d one of the
proprietors of the Harrison Art Company,
with offices in the Omaha building, at La
Salle and Van Buren streets, was shot to
death In his office shortly before noon today.
A fashionably dressed woman who enteredFisher's office at about 10 <?clock, and

who quarreled with Fisner, was found in
the room after the shooting, t .e -vas arrested.but declined to talk of the manner

In which Fisher met his death, and refused
to give her name to the police.
The woman entered Fisher's office In an

excited manner, and Fisher told his office
boy to leave the office and return at noon.
The boy heard them quarreling as he left.
Some time later a shot was heard, and

when Lorenzo Blast, occupant of an adjoiningoffice, ran into Fisher's office he
found Fisher lying on the floor with the
blood pouring from a wound back of the
right ear, and the woman standing over him
with a revolver in her hand. le took the
weapor. away and notified the police. Beforegiving up the revolver the woman
fought Blast desperately and threatened to
shoot him. As the police were leaving with
the woman the office boy returned and
Identified her as the woman he had left
with Fisher.

JALLBIBDS CAPTUBED.

Three Petersburg Prisoners Under Arrestat Norfolk, Va.
NORFOLK. Va.. February 21..A. J.

Gregory, C. P. Pitt and L. E. Rlvenbark,
who broke Jail at Petersburg, Va., early
yesterday morning by sawing their way out
ui u. ?tn;unu-Biui y wuiuuw ana lowering
themselves to freedom on an Improvised
bridge it bed slats and sides suspended
from blankets, were captured in Norfolk
today. They are being held for Chief or
Police Ragland of Petersburg, who will call
for them this evening.
Gregory was one of a pair brought back

to Virginia recently following capture in
Florida. When arrested he was found to
have upon him a large bunch of railroad
switch keys.

TEN FEB GENT RAISE.

Postal Increases the Salaries of All of
Its Operators.

NEW YORK, February 21..Clarence H.
Maekay, president Postal Telegraph Company,made the following announcement
thla afternoon:
"All statements heretofore made as to

amount of Increases In salaries which would
be made by the Postal Telegraph Company
have been entirely unauthorized. The matterwas passed upon finally by this companytoday, however, and it was ordered
that the salaries of all operators, traffic
chiefs, wire chiefs, assistant chief operators.chief operators and managers be increased10 per cent, and that this increase
shall apply not only to the principal offices,
but to all the offices of the company in the
United States."

juiiboa v«Ai& uruMJii/.

Prince of Wales Presides at an ImposingCeremony.
DEVENPORT. England. February 21..

The great, new Keyham docks, which completethe most Important naval dock yards
scheme of the British empire, were opened
today by the Prince of Wales with considerableceremony. The large gathering of
warships sent here in honor of the occasionwere dressed with bunting, and the
Harbor was gay with flags as the prince,
who was accompanied by the Princess of
Wales, embarked on the commander-inchiefs,yacht Vivid and led a procession
of torpedo boats through.the lines of warshipsto the scene of the ceremony.
As the Vivid steamed into the new docks

she severed a barrier of vari-colored ribbonsstretched across the entrance. After
christening the docks "Prince of Wales
Tinain " n Iafm rnmnnnv inrlnMlnv th»
Prince and Princess of Wales, the admiraltyofficials, naval officers and a few
civilians were entertained at luncheon.
Disagreements between the naval and

civilian authorities regarding the latter's
participation in the ceremonies resulted In
a notable absence of general decorations
ashore and caused the mayor and corporationto refuse to attend the function.

Gen. Booth's Farewell Visit
Special CikbfrM to The Star.
LONDON, February 21..Gen. William

Booth, head of the Salvation Army, will
kaII for th* TTnitMl An tha iitMtn-

ahtp Minneapolis oil Saturday, and will so

begin what he s&ya will be the last trip of
the kind he will make. After staying a week
In New York he will go to Canada, where
he will remain a month. The remainder
of his Itinerary has not been announced.
Hla Intention la to return to England in
June, when he will have entered his
eightieth year.

STARTLESJHE HOUSE
Chairman Tawney Predicts a

Deficit of $100,000,000;

BILLION-DOLLAR SESSION

Estimated Revenue Will Be $804,573,246.
MORE PRUDENCE REQUESTED

Appeals to His Colleagues to Exercise

the Utmost Scrutiny on Erery
Proposition to Spend Honey.

In a speech on the floor of the House this
afternoon, during consideration of the sundrycjvll bill. Chairman Tawney of the
House committee on appropriations made
the unqualified statement that the appropriationsat the present session of Congress
would exceed those of any session since the
foundation of the government, and that the
deficiency in the-treasury for the fiscal year
of 1008 would be not less than $100,000,000.
He appealed to his colleagues to recognise

the gravity of the situation and to do everythingin their power, individually and
collectively, to prevent the appropriation of
more money than the government would
have for that year.
The greatest interest was displayed by

members of the House in the chairman's
startling announcement, and he spoke to a
crowded chamber.

"It is not possible at this time in this
short session of Congress," he said, "to
forecast with great accuracv the total air-
gregate of appropriations for the fiscal year
1908, but we have sufficient information
to make us able to predict with reasonable
certainty that this session of Congress will
in the aggregate amount appropriated for
the expenses of the government during 1008
exceed the aggregate appropriation of any
previous session of Congress in the history
of the republic.
"I feel It is my duty to give to this house

the information on which this statement
is made In the hope that not alone this
body, but the other branch of Congress and
the conference committee now consideringappropriation bills, may scrutinize more
closely the necessities of the public servloe
and the necessities of appropriating for
specine oojecis man nag oeen oune iuu»

far In this session.
"I do this not in any spirit of criticism,

but in the hope that the fact may so appealto the membership of this House and
to others that each member will feel that
personal responsibility which Is his, aim
endeavor from now until the close of .ne
session to keep down appropriations, so
that the record of this session will not be
one that any member cannot fully Justify.

Total Estimates.
"The total estimates for appropriations

for all purposes for the fiscal year 1908,
as submitted In the book of estimated at
the beginning of this session, aggregate
$895,690,643.68. These regular estimates
are exceeded In five of the annual supply
bills which have been passed by the
House or passed by both House and Sen-
ate, and are now in conference, by $22,919,298.96.
"In addition to this, the obligations fixed

by legislation now pending: between the two
houses in the river and harbor bill and the
navy bill equal $73,634,523. There were also
supplemental estimates for sundry civil expensesof the government of $13,000,000,
making a total of $1,006,244.488.0*. included
in the annual estimates for the permanent
and annual appropriations, supplemental
estimates and obligations fixe by the river
and harbor and naval bills, artd by the supplementalsundry civil estimates.
"Assuming that only 00 per cent of th«

estimates are provided for by appropria-
tton, or that congress reduces tnem by 10
per cent, the aggregate would still be JU04,720,021.78.

Estimated Revenues.
"The estimated revenues of the goverhmentfor the fiscal year 1908. upon the

basis of the current year and upon the
basis of the increase of the revenue during
the current year, will not exceed $804,57:i,24«.
"ThU I believe to be a liberal estimate.

Therefore if the several appropriation
bills are not materially reduced before
their final passage we must expect duringthe fiscal vear lilOR n r*t q»

least $io0,ui)0|000.
"It may be said that the appropriations

for the Panama canal are not chargeable
on the revenues, but in this statement I
have eliminated obligations created by legislationthat has passed at this session of
Congress indeterminate in amount, but almostcertain to more than equal all of ..he
appropriations that are reimbursable to the
treasury or that may not become a charge
upon the revenues for the next fiscal year.
"In view of these facts I appeal to the

membership of this House to exercise the
utmost scrutiny and give to every propositionfor the expenditure of money during
the next fiscal year the most careful consideration.to the end that the closing ses-
aion 01 inu riiiy-ninm congress will not
be charged with having unnecessarily createda deficit or appropriated more money
than the government, from its revenues,
will be able to meet."

Oeorgia Has a f75.000 Fire.
BRUNSWICK. Ga., February 21,-Fire todaydestroyed the entire plant of the

Parker-Hensell Engineering Company, Includingthe Immense marine machine shops,
foundry, etc. Several tugs and vessels
at the wharf of the plant were saved, some
of them being damaged. The loss is estimatedat $75,000.

Meeting of Historical Society.
President Harry A. Colman of the United

States Historical Society has called a meetingof that organization for 6 o'clock tomorrowevening at his home, 1258 Columbia
road. The session will be In the nature of
a George Washington birthday celebration,
and there will be short talks by the memberson George Washington and other patrioticsubjects.

Family of Five Frozen.
Special Diapatcb to The Star.
OTTAWA, Ont., February 21..A family

of five have Just succumbed to the terrible
northwest winter. Radcllffe, a homesteader
and hia team o( oxen, were found dead on
a creek near his home near Edtervan, Saskatchewan.In the sleigh was a load or cotl.
In the house the wife and three children
were found dead, the bodies being frozen
perfectly solid. Radcllffe had gone to get
coal recently so scarce in the northwest.

Licenses to Practice.
As the result of the examination held in

January, the following licenses have been
issued by the board of supervisors of medicineand pharmacy in the District; To
practice medicine.Hugh Nutting, Charles
A. Simpson, James Birckhead, William A.
Tolson, Stanton W. Howard, Earl C. Stevenson.To practice pharmacy.Rotoera L
Myers and Bernard Larrick. To practice
midwifery.Louisa C. Mills and Antanette
Catalan.

John Cunneen Dead.
nriPPAI/t V V F«hmnrv *t Tnkn

Cunneen, former attorney general of the
state, died at his home here today.

Actor Found Dead.
NEW YORK. February 21.Frank MacVlcars,who had been playing in the "Man

of the Hour" at the Savoy Theater, was
found dead today at the foot of a short
Might of steps leading from the sidewalk
to an areaway of the Hotel Rlvoll In West
38th street, where he lived. His skull was
fractured. It is believed that his death
was accidental.

SOLDIERS THREATENED
REMARK SAID TO HAVI BEBH

MADE TO KAJ. PEITROSE.

Testimony Tending to Implicate the
People of Brownsville in

the "Shooting Up."

"Major, If there la not en arreat made betweenthis hour and 11 o'clock, every enlistedman we Bee on the streets will be
shot."
According to the testimony of Wllbert

Voschelle, formerly corral boss at Fort
Brown, before the Senate committee on
military affairs today, this threat was made
to Major Penrose, commander of the negro
battalion, at about 5:90 p.m. on August 13,
several hours preceding the "shooting up"
of the town. Voschelle is white and Is the
man who has oeen quoted by negro witnessesas saying that he had learned of a
plot to massacre the negro soldiers.
He was called to the stand at noon today

and examined by Senator Foraker. He
testified that at 5:30 o'clock on August 13
he had gone to the canteen to get his mall,
and while coming out he met MaJ. Penrose,Mayor Combs and the quarantine officerat Brownsville, whose name he afterwardlearned to be Evans. As he passed
iae group voscneue iua ne nearu cyans

make the thr*at quoted. The witness said
that Evans was excited and making wild
gestures as he talked. Voschelle said he
understood that Evans was the husband
of the woman alleged to have been assaultedby a negro soldier on that day.

Awakened by the Noise.
According to Voschelle's story, he was

aiwakened on the night of the shooting by
hearing rapid firing. He slept at his house,
about a block and a half outside the militaryreservation. While on hie way to the
corral he saw two Mexican policemen run-

nlng along the outside of the reservation
wall near the barracks. The men were not
shooting, and he could not see whether they
were carrying guns. The soldiers supposed
to be posted at the wall were In their
places, but it waa ten minutes or more after
the firing had ceased when he saw them.
At the corral tha witness said he found
three civilian employes absent, and two of
these were Mexicans. The police at Brownsville,according to the witness, wear khaki
uniforms, with blouses' unbuttoned. He
thought it would be difficult to tell a policemanfrom a soldier at night.
The witness had not been cross-examined

when the noon recess was taken.

NEW TREATY WITH JAPAN!
Supposed Subject of a Conference at

State Department.
Viscount Aokl, the Japanese ambassador,

had a long conference today with Secretary
Root. He declined, however, to make known
the matters discussed, although the conferencepresumably had to do with negotiationof a new treaty with Japan.
TOKIO, February 21..A written interpellationregarding the San Francisco school

question was presented to the government
today by a member of the house of representatives.The reply of Foreign Minister
Hayashi is expected in a few days.
The Japanese of San Francisco havecabled a strong appeal to Toklo, asking the

government to support their cause, and
pointing out that the restriction of Japaneseemigration would eventually result In theextinction of their compatriots residing inSan Francisco.
The Japanese newspapers have not commentedon this appeal up to the present.

CLAUSES MADE PUBLIC.
Text of the New Dominican Treaty

Published.
The Senate has made public the treatyAt-.- TT-I»- » «

Yemeni me unuea states and the DominicanRepublic, providing for the collection
of the revenues of the latter country for th<5
benefit of creditors by a general receiver
and assistants to be appointed by the
President of the United States. The treaty
directs that the sums collected shall be appliedas follows:
First, to paying the expenses of the receivership;9econd, to the payment of Interestupon said bonds; third, to the payment

of the annual sums provided for amortizationof said bonds, Including interest uponall bonds held In sinking fund; fourth, tothe purchase and cancellation or the retirementand cancellation pursuant to the
lcima meieui ui any or saiu Donas as maybe directed by the Dominican Republic;fifth, the remainder to be paid to theDominican Republic/Theexpenses of collection are limited to5 per cent of the total, and it is requiredthat on the first day of each month $1UO,OJOshall be paid to the fiscal agent of the loan.
The remainder of the previous month's collectionsis to be turned over to the Dominicangovernment ox be applied to the sinkingfund for the remptlon of bonds. Any collectionin excess of $3,000,000 a year Is also
to be placed in the sinking fund. The Dominicangovernment Is not permitted to IncreaseIts public debt or modify Its import
duties until all Its bonds are paid, without
the consent of the President of the United
States.

It has beeir stoutly maintained by Speaker
Cannon that he favors bringing the bill In
under a rule forbidding amendment, but
this suggestion has been bitterly opposed by
many representatives from the middle west
and friends of the ship subsidy think if the
measure be considered at all it will be
subject to amendment.

BALLOON ASCENSION.

Aero Club to Give Free Exhibition
Tomorrow.

Washington will enjoy the sensation of a
balloon ascension tomorrow, to be made
under the direction of the Aero Club of
America, unless the weather conditions are
much more unfavorable than now seems

probable. The Washington Gas Company
has made arrangements for the flight by
laying a special pipe to a convenient locationon a lot at 12th and M streets southwest.Here, under the police supervision to
keep the crowd In check, the racing balloon
America will be Inflated and the ascent
made by Mr. McCoy, a member of the
Aero Club. The balloon that will b« used
la nna H* flft.000 CUblC fe«t CaDSCitV and thft
how la likely to attract a good deal of attention.
There will be a number of members of

the Aero Club present from New York, includingCourtland Field Bishop, president
of the club. The ascent will be made at 10
a.m. Mr. McCoy is one of the foremost
aeronauts of the world and, it is said, holds
a certificate of proficiency from the French
government, bavins made the requisite ten
flights within one month to qualify.
Following the flight in Washington there

will be the annual banquet of the Aqro Club
at the Hotel St. Regis, In New York, March
14, when prominent aeronauts from all over
the world will be present

^

Bwater (f BJf Vreck.
DENVER, Col., February 21..It li rumoredhere that a wreck, with heavy loas

of lite, has occurred oa the Union Pacific
somewhere west. The report la beta* Investigated.

SHIP SUBSIDY PROSPECTS.
Conference of Friends of the Littauer

Compromise.
Representative Watson, the republican

whip, has advised the members most InterestedIn the Littauer compromise ship subsidybill to hold themselves In readiness to
attend a conference some time this afternnr»n an<1 malro o final rUonnnif(ox
I1WVI* «* » MMW V» MUIM u>u|/vaiMVU U1 fcllQ

much-discussed subsidy matter.
Speaker Cannon, Representative Grosvenor,chairman of the House committee on

merchant marine and ship subsidy; RepresentativeLlttaeur. who was instrumental
in drawing up the compromise measure
Anally reported by the House committee;
Representative Humphrey of Washington
and several other members will attend the
conference.

DENOUNCED BY^LARK
ADKZH18TBAZON OT FOREST

BXSXBVB CBITICISKB.
f

Claimed That Procedure li Detrimental
to the Best Interests of the

Country.

Consideration of the agricultural appropriationhill was resumed by the Senate
today at the close of the routine mornln*
business.
The criticism of the administration of the

forest preserves of the country which has
been Indulged in by the benate whenever
the bill has been before that body was
resumed today by Senator Clark of Wyom-
111*.
"The conatant tendency of the bureau of

foreatry has been to reach out and gather
to itaelf land and power never contemplated
by Congress," asserted Mr. Clark. "Such
procedure la detrimental, injurious and destructiveto the Interests of the various
parts of the country In which the reserves
are situated.
"When In 1891 Congress authorised the

President to create forest reserves no one
ever contemplated that In this brief time
300,000 square miles of land should be set
aside and closed to settlement.

F: Zn -AM.

Immense Tract Reserved.
"The area of the forest reserve Is now

as large as the whole of New England,
with the states of Pennsylvania, New
York and Ohio added. In acres the
amount Is 127,000,000.
"In addition to this Immense area. It

now Is proposed In this bill to withdraw
400,000,000 acres more.the gracing lands
of the country.and place this vast domainunder the authority of the chief of
the forestry bureau.

"This Is giving more dominion and
power to one man than is held by any individualon earth.king or potentate."Talk nhnuf tfAn«

. .%mk / vui *UlilM«t U«I J11Of VUUtlnuedMr. Clark, "where Is the man exceptthe chief of this bureau who has In
his control 127,000,000 acres of timber
landT He can sell the timber to whom
he pleases, at the price he selects, and In
such quantities as he may desire, and
without being responsible to any ono.
"I say the forest reserve Is being made

the damnation of the country," said Mr.
Clark with Increasing emphasis, and added,"the time ftas come when a halt must be

*1 Jt T» 1 t «- *

tuai6C JJk luc IUICOI I tratrl VC3 IU Bel up giUH«
preserves, and such a procedure was surely
not contemplated by the forestry act, a
series of Interruptions resulted, and SenatorsCarter, Spooner, Bevertdge. Fulton and
Peterson discussed the legal rights of the
general government over Its public lands.
As to the amendment permitting grazing

leases, Senator Clark said Its effect would
be to stop permanent settlement on the
public domain.

HUNT ON THESTAND
HE TESTIFIES ABOUT HIS CONNECTIONWITH THE BASSETTS.

Special Dispatch to The Star.
OMAHA, Neb., February 21..For the

sixth consecutive day, excepting Sunday,
Mrs. Fannie Rice Bassett was today placedon the witness stand in her divorce
suit against Charles C. Bassett of Washington.Mrs. Bassett appears completely
exhausted by her long testimony and Is

tVl/v irOrnPA A# M V
vii mo i ui qo V4 a buiia|/oc. icaiciua/
after having reached home from court
Mrs. Bassett fell in a faint and remained
In that condition for two hours. After an
hour of close examination Mrs. Bassett
gave way and was carried into a private
room, a physician summoned and the attorneytook up other matters.

Chester Bassett, the ten-year-old son of
the Bassetts, was placed on the stand, but

i-uneu. xi nu men impossiDie for ua 01
the west, who are affected by these preserves,to place before the east our properattitude, for the man who raises his vole*
against forest reserves Is at once denouncedas a grafter and a timber baron. He la
at or.ee pilloried In the press as a despoilerof the public domain."

Senator Patterson's Purpose.
Senator Patterson Interrupted to say he

Intended to Introduce an amendment prohibitinga charge to be made for grazing
cattle on public lands. Incidentally Mr.
Patterson remarked, "I am a little tired of
the adulation which has been poured out on
the head of this chief of bureau here In the
Senate."
When Mr. Clark remarked that It now

seemed to be the intention of those In

iiuo iuiou uu iciiipuraniy. ii was intendedto show by the boy several cases
of cruelty on the part of Bassett. Mr.
Bassett is yet In the city, but has not appearedIn court. He remains closely In
his room.
When Mrs. Bassett recovered sufficientlyto resume the 'stand she told of havingletters between herself and Mr. Bassett

pass through the hands of Rev. Hunt. This
was after the separation, but before divorceproceedings had been Instituted.

Hunt Gives His Evidence.
Just before noon Mrs. Bassett was dls

J . * *
linoacu nuui mo niiiicH aianu, IIUl will

be recalled before the end of the case.
"I feel like making a trip to Washingtonand ridding the world of one who has

upset my peace of mind," wrote Mr. Bassettto his wife. This "one" was agreed
upon between the counsel as referring to
Rev. Lawrence Hunt. Rev. Hunt was calledto the stand just before the noon
recess.
He claimed Brooklyn as his home. Rev.

Hunt testified that he was at one time secretaryin New York city of the Young
Men's Christian Association, also at one
lime secretary international commission,
Y. M. C. A., for college work. He met the
Bassetts at the church of which he was
pastor in Washington. Rev. Hunt told of
the visit to the Bassetts on a Christmas
evening, when the first break occurred betweenhim and Bassett, substantially as
Mrs. Bassett related the incident.

An Error as to Testimony Corrected.
To the Editor of The Star:
In my testimony before the state corporationcommission at Alexandria county court

house on Saturday, B jruary 16. In the case
of the W., A. & F. C. Railway Company, I
am reported In your paper the following
date as stating "the rates prevailing are
better than those charged on the steam
road" and "that the company purchased
second-hand cars, which, he said, were as
good as new." I did not state that the second-handcars "were as good as new."
Such a statement would be a deliberate
falsehood, as any patron of the road can
see for themselves. I made no comparison
between the rates charged by the electric
and steam roads. M. E. CHURCH.
Falls Church. Va.

Death of John Cralger.
The death last Tuesday of John Craisrer

1JT. JUKT1D ji. lonu iraso.

Dr. David L Foster died yesterday at
the George Washington Hospital, In the
shtty-fourth year of his age. The funeral
will be held from his late residence, TB
Uth street, at 11 o'clock tomorrow forenoon.

,

*. .» **

at his residence la Garretsvllle. Ohio, hu
been announced. Mr. Cralitr, who was
formerly a resident of Forest Glen, 1U.,
had been In ill health for a lone time, and
was stricken with grip a week ago and
never rallied. His widow, Anne L., and
bis soa, Sherman M. Craiger, who resides
In New York city, survive him.

Alarm of 7M.
About S25 damage was caused bouse 1215

35th street at 1:3 o'clock this afternoon.
When the flames were discovered an alarm
was turned In from box 714 and the firemensoon extinguished the blase.

VARIANCE IS ALLEGED
WATAid DIimXHCl BETWEEN

INDICTMENT AND PKOOE.
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Representative Bingtr Hermann

.Jury Excused.

Still another phase of the case of RepresentativeBlnger Hermann, on trial beforeJustice Stafford In Criminal Court No.
1, developed at the morning session today
when Attorn#v A. fl Worthln#tftn of o«ub-

el for the defendant Introduced a new plea
for taking the case from the Jury and dismissingthe charge against Hermann.
"We offer to prove that there Is a fatal

variance between the Indictment and the
facts as existent at the time the true bill
was returned." Mr. Worthington said. Objectionswas made by United States AttorneyBaker, but upon suggestion by Mr.
Worthington the Jury was temporarily excusedduring argument of the point Involved.
Elliot P. Hough, formerly secretary to

Mr. Hermann, aa commissioner of the generalland office, was the only witness called
before the discussion arose. He was asked
If he had been a witness before the grand
Jury and was excused from the stand.
Counsel for the defense then outlined their
contention that the indictment did not particularise,when it might have done k>.
that the destroyed books were kept in the
commissioner's private office; that the
Vv/vnl.a I * .» « » " -* .
«iwiu cvuuiiucu laneni Bigimu u/ mo uofendantand that the books were marked
"personal," as distinguished from other
books and records of the department.

Should Operate as Acquittal.
A variance between the Indictment and

the evidence, according to the claim of the
defense, should operate as an acquittal for
Mr. Hermann.
The opposite view was taken by United

States Attorney Baker and Assistant

was 10 cunceai eviaence, puiu abbtoiaiu

United States District Attorney Adklns. A
long list of court decisions were quoted to
uphold the contention of the government
that It has a right to Bhow Hermann's
motive for destruction of the copy books.
All of the session of court yesterday afternoonwas consumed In reading to the Jury

a series of letters written by the defendant
while commissioner of the general land officeand copied Into the letter press books
around which the present case is being
fought.

WAB NOT DECLARED.

Recent Clash Between Nicaragu&n
and Honduran Troops.

According to Ambassador Creel of Mexico
^ « n.« katk

unuea siaiea Attorney Jesse Aduni, ana
both declared th« Indictment In 1U descriptionof the destruction of the thirty-flve
letter press copy books was sufficient to Informthe defendant of the charge he would
be required to meet.
"Tou cannot take a technicality to getthe defendant off," Mr. Baker said.
Justice Stafford deferred his decision on

the understanding that all of the afternoon
session would be occupied with arguments
. - »«v. i, ui >»n iiituttcu hi mo taoci
and the jury was excused until Monday.

Argument This Afternoon.
The argument of the afternoon session

waa In reference to the admtaoblllty of lettersbetween the defendant and the men
joined with him In the Blue mountain conspiracycase and other alleged conspiracy
cases In the west.
"We expect to show Mr. Hermann committedother crimes and our dbject Is to

prove his motive In destroying the books

UUU Denur V.U1 r« Ul UKaiugua, uum UL

whom today saw Secretary Root, neither
Nicaragua nor Honduras has declared war

against the other. The information Imparted
to Secretary Boot was that some Honduran
troops clashed with about twenty or thirty
Nlcaraguans on the frontier and that the
latter were driven back Into Nicaragua.
Ambassador Creel said, however, that althoughthe affair was very unfortunate, it
nevertheless has not interfered with the negotiationsfor the arbitration to which the
presidents of both Nicaragua and Honduras
have agreed.
The ambassador's reports of the collision

between the Nlcaraguan and Honduran
forces were conflicting, each side claiming a
victory, according to the source of the report.The one fact to be gathered from them
was that the situation was serious and the
controversy between Honduras and Nicaraguahad now reached the point that absolutelydemanded active work by the United
States and Mexico to prevent a general uprising.The ambassador believed that It was
necesary now to present some concrete
proposition to the belligerents; something
which would bring them at once to arbitration.No other American countries were In
the same favorable position as the United
States and Mexico for that. "The republics
adjacent to the belligerents a.l had Interests
o closely Interwoven with those of these
two countries that their motives would not
be free from suspicion of self-Interest were
they to go much further than they already
had in urging Nicaragua and Honduras to
get together peaceably. So It is probable it
will be for the United State^and Mexico to
take upon themselves the duty of making
some very urgent representations to the
small republics to prevent them from driftinginto a disastrous war that might easily
involve all Central America.

Planned Funeral and Died.
LOS ANGELES. Cal., February 21.-After

providing for his funeral expenses by de*
Dosltlng a sum of money on a table. John
Nelmes, a retired merchant of Brooklyn,
N. V., yesterday shot and killed himself.
Nelmes, who was about fifty years old,
had been in this city three days. His action
was attributed to despondency resulting
from continued ill health. He left written
directions that the news of his death be
communicated to his family in Brooklyn.

Downtown Temperature.
The temperature recorded by Feast &

Co.'s standard thermometer was as follows:9 a.m., 30; 12 noon, 30; 2 p.m., 37.

Building Permits Issued.
Inspector Ashford Issued the following;

building permits today: To H. Ward man,
for one four-story brick apartment house at
1723 20th street northwest; architect, A. H.
Biers; builder, H. Wardraan; estimated
cost. $50,000.
To Mary L. Norton, for repairs and alterationsat 815 14th street northwest; architects,Marsh & Peters; builder, John C.

Larcombe; estimated cost, $8,500.
To John Bennett, for repairs and alterationsat 425 7th street northwest; builder.

James a. l_>awrits, esuiimieu cuai, fi,aiu.

Gravel for Jamestown Exposition.
While there la sand by the million yards

on either hand at the Jamestown exposition
grounds there Is no gravel to be had there,
and the exposition authorities have had to
look elsewhere for gravel for the walks

. niimAOOO flFAVOl fit nflP-

ticul&r size is wanted for use Id a compositionroofing which is to be used on

some of the buildings going up there, and
thousands of yards"of the little stones are

being shipped from Alexandria and other
points on the river to the exposition pier.
The schooner Grace O. Bennett, carrying
about 400 tons of gravel taken from the
beds in Plscat&way creek, has completed
landing at Alexandria, and will sail
for the exposition grounds within the next
day or two. The schooner Mabel and Ruth
is lying in the St. Mary's river taking
aboard another large cargo Of gravel for
the exposition, and it is stated that several
barge loads or tne material win w mdi

from Alexandria to Hampton roads aa soon
as the vessels to carry It can be chartered.

Ellsworth NIblock of Ambler, Pa., has
been granted a divorce by the- Montgomery
county court He came to Norristown with
Mrs. Immi Rlderman of Ambler, and. proceedingto the prothonotary's office, paid
the fees to complete the divorce. He then
went across the hallway in On court bouse
and obtained a license to marry Mrs. Rlderman./

MR, IRYCPSMiSSION
New Ambassador Reticent

About His Instructions.

EN ROUTE TO WASHINGTON

Says American Friendship ia Valued
by England.

PA 11 MTUV VAT A11>TV/i T««a«
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Diplomat Declare* Capt. Hobson'e

Story About War la Bldlculoua.

Bom No Chance of Conflict.

VTtJmr v/\nv .

xuniv, r eoruary zi..Jtmftl Brj'C0,
the new British airibassador to the United
States, and Mrs. Bryce landed today from
the Oceanic, having been detained off Sandy
Hook bar over night. They were met at the
pier by the British consul general at New
Tork and several attaches of the British
embassy in Washington, and went at once
to Jersey City to take th« 11 a.m. train
for Washington.
Mr. Bryce talked very carefully with the

reporter* who found him on board the
Oceanic. He said that the voyage was uneventfuland very pleasant.
"I am glad to come here where I b ive

a lot of friend*," he said In reply to questional"but of course I am sorry to have to
leave a number of friends at home.*''
"Have you a special message from Ktng

Edward to President RooseveltT" wa*
asked.
"Anything that passes between the king

and me Is a matter of secrecy," was his answer.
"win you say anything regarding the relationsbetween England and America?"
"Everybody must know that the great

wish In England Is to be on teripss of the
greatest friendship with America. I have
thought of nothing else since I flnt came
to America thirty-six years ago.In 1870,"
he replied.

No War With Japan.
"Will you say anything regarding the

probability of a war between America and
Japan, and England's position In case of
such a catastrophe."
"That Is touching on politics, and I must

decline to discuss anything political."
"But the Japanese question ''II an imnnrtnntnna In Amprlpft nnw." vm riic«

jested.
"I don't think there Is any chance of

war," said Mr. Bryce.
"What about Kingston and Swettenham?"
"That is politics, too," said Mr. Bryce.
Mr. Bryce said so far as he knew no

changes would be made In the personnel
of the embassy staff at Washington.
He was shown a newspaper clipping which

stated that Sir Howard Vincent Intended
to move a vote in the house of commons

asking why Mr. Bryce's remuneration had
been increased to >50,000 a year.
"I know nothing whatever about it; it Is

a matter of indifference to me," said Mr.
Bryce.

Pleased With Mission.
"Are you pleased with your mission?"
"I shouldn't have come here If I wors

not. I would like to say that both Mrs.
Bryce and myself have bet-a deeply touchedby the kind way In which the American
press has treated the news of my appointment,"Mr. Bryce said with some little
show of emotion. Then he added: "Tho
greatest wish In England is to maintain tho
strong friendly relation* which now exist
between England and America. I feel that
way myself because of my long knowledge
of America."
Mr. Bryce \v s told that Papt. Hobson had

recently said that England was at the bark
of Japan in her alleged desire for War with
America.
"That Is politics again, and I have notliIngto say. It Is too absurd," Re responded.
He said he should present his credentials

to President Roosevelt at the earliest possiblemoment.

HEIRS TO IRISH MILLIONS.

Maine Family Expect to Inherit
Share of Large Estate..

Special Dispatch to The Star.
LEWISTON, Me., February 21..J. Donovanof the firm of Donovan A Dunn of this

city has Just received word from a relative
in Ireland that the family haa been left a

large fortune from the estate of Paul
Kingston, who died recently in tiffs dbuntry.
Mr. Donovan's mother was a Kingston. Her
brother Paul left Ireland when a boy, and.
It was supposed, enlisted in the army in this
country. All trace of him was lost.
There were several sister* and one other

brother In the family. All are dead. If tho
story old Mr. Donovan tells Is true, his
relative left a fortune estimated to be $17,(XJ.OOO.He has several brothers in other
states who would share with him in their
mother's share of the estate.

.
News Briefs.

During the twelve months ended Decern,
ber, 190(1, bananas to the value of $11,674,2>2were Imported Into the United States
against $9,820,806 in 1900.
William Jennings Bryan, In an interview

at Columbus. Ohio yesterday attacked John '

D. KOCKereuer s receni gin 01 «^.uuu,m>v
to the general educational board. Mr.
Bryan said the oil king should have given
the money back to the people from whom
It had been wrested by Illegal methods.
Joslah Qulney, formerly assistant secretaryof state and mayor of Boston, owes

$262,110. according to his schedule of Jiabiiitiesdied In the United States district court.
Of the liabilities. $202,707 Is unsecured. The
assets are placed at $<MJ,5U0.
The house In Leyden. Holland, in which

Rembrandt was born 300 years ago has
been destroyed by Are. The building had
for long been a place of pilgrimage for
lovers of art.
Henry Nelson, caretaker at the Lahore

mansion on the shore or the mil von tvuu

In Bayonne, N. J., which has many historicassociations, tore down a dilapidated
woodshed on the old estate and. while
digging below It. unearthed a rotten chest.
* foot square, which contained 100 coins
bearing the imprints of the Spanish. Portuguese,Italian, French, English and Americangovernments. The oldest, a Portuguesepiece, bore the date 1781, and tho
newest, an American penny, was dated
1800.
There are no less than 10,000 crooks and

auspicious characters In the streets of New
York, according to Inspector McLaughlin,
chief of detectives. Every nigni, inn miipectormji, his men bring In from forty
to on* hundred of these men who have
police records, and every morning after,
aid the Inspector, the magistrates set
most of them free.
As the result of experimenting with the

Plnsen ray, a newly discovered powerful
electrical ray, little understood. Dr. John
C. Bhedd. head of the department of
physics and electricity at Colorado College,
has probably been blinded for life.
At Amherst Court House, *a., the grand

Jury Indicted Herbert Hteptoe, one or

negroes charged with the criminal assault
on Mias Gladys Bhelton in that county on

January 7. No bill has been returned
Against Peter Hudson, the Ant negro arrested.and none Is expected.
Judge Woods of the Roanoke. Va. corporationcourt has served notice on the

itoard of atdermen that If some step is ~

not taken at once to improve the condition
of the Roanoke jail contempt proceedings

, will be instituted.
'
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