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Trizsuans

at this time of the year her average was
about as it was last night, the number
belng equally divided between first and
second-class.

Many First-Class Passengers.

One of the lpspectors of the rallroad who
saw the steamer train off at the Liverpool
street station sald last night that he
thought there were more first-class than
second-class passengers, most of them be-
ing commerclal men or persons having
professional business engagements on the
continent, or else Inhabitants of the con-
tinent returning home from business trips

» to Great Britaln. Much difficulty is being
experienced in obtalning the names of the
passengers, as the tickets were purchased
from many agents In London and other
cltles, while some of the travelers may have
had return tickets. The only names the
company can be sure of are those of pas-
sengers who secured reserved berths. The
company's agents are belng asked to send
in immediately to headquarters the names
of all such persons.

The members of the crew, numbering
fifty, were mostly Englishmen from Har-
wich. The officers were Captaln Preclous,
First Officer C. Morsley, Second Officer J.
Wyatt, Chief Engineer Bennant, four as-
glstant engineers and four stewardesses.

Captain Was Competent.

The passengers were natives of Holland
returning home after visiting England.
Among the latter were several diamond
merchants who doubtless carried wvaluable
parcels of diamonds, and besldes the purser
had in his safe packages of dilamonds val-
ved at several thousand pounds sterling.

Among the members of the German Opera
Company known to have been drowned Is
Mrs. Bertram, wife of the well-known bari-
tone, Theodore Bertram, who salled for
Rotterdam a day previous to the departure
of his wife. The latter was delayed In En-
gland on account of indlzposition.

Arthur Herbert, the king's forelgn service
messenger, who was drowned, was a grand-
son of the third Earl of Powls, and was
on a mission to the courts of Copenhagen,
Bt. Petersburg, Berlin and Teheran, bear-
Ing important dispatches to the heads of
the forelgn offices at those capitals.

Capt. Precious, who commanded the Ber-
lin, was senfor commander of the Great
Eastern Rallway Company's fleet and was
considered to be a particularly competent
officer.

Report is Confirmed.

LONDON, February 21.—The Great East-

Company officlally confilrms
the loss of the steamer Berlin, with all on
board, off the coast of Holland. The Ber-
lin carrled passengers and crew to the
number of 141. Among those drowned are
nineteen members of a German opera com-
pany who had just concluded their season
at Covent Garden.

Arthur Herbert, one of the king's mes-

sengers, who was journeying to the conti-
nent, also was lost.

Members of the Chorus.

With reference to the members of the
German opera company who lett last nfgnt
on the steamer Berlln, the manager of
Covent Garden sald today:

“So far as we know these dld not Include
any of the star artists. The party was
made up of members of the chorus return-
ing to their homes. They made arrange-
ments directly with the rallway company,
80 that we are not yet able to get an exact
list of their names.

“The disaster has aroused the most in-
tense alarm among the other members of

the company, owing to the friendships and
relationships existing.”

The Number Aboard.

ROTTERDAM, February 21.—The agents
of the wrecked steamer Berlin say that al-
though they are not positive regarding the
number, they belleve the vessel carried 120

passengers and a crew of 60 officers and
men.

ern Rallway

Thirty-Five Singers Aboard

ROTTERDAM Holland, February 21.—
Herr Denninger, a member of the German
Opera Company, who has arrived here by
way of Antwerp, says that thirty-five of
the company were on board the wrecked
steamer Berlin. Denninger was too late
to catch the Berlin and came on the Ant-
werp boat.

Alive on the Boat.

HOOK OF HOLLAND, Holland, Febru-
ary 21.—The after part of the wrecked
steamer Berlin did not slip into deep
water, as at first reported. but seems to
be firmly embedded Iin the sand bank.
There are still a few persons on board,
clinging to the wreckage, and it Is hoped
it may be possible to efféct th rescue
at low tide. During high water, at the
height of the storm, the waves shut off
all view of the wreck, which led to the
belief that no trace of the Berlin had been
left. The receding tide, however, revealed
the remalins of her stern, with a handful
of survivors.

The only person who thus far has suc-
ceeded in reaching the shore Is Capt.
_Parkeston, of Belfast, Ireland. He is now
in a high fever as the result of his ex-
perience,

GALES SWEEP ENGLAND.

Bhipping Disasters and Havoe on
Land Widespread.
Bpecial Cablegram to The Star.

LONDON, February
ez hvoi- “ours. have been

R

21.—Heavy gales,
experienced

throughout the country. There have been
numerous shipping disasters and the havoe
on land 1s wlidespread. Many accldents
occurred, several of them being fatal. The
life boats were busy on all parts of the
coast. Fortunately the loss of life has been
comparatively small, except for the disaster
to the Berlin,

The gale was accompanled by torrentlal
storms of rain. In the south of England
there was snow, hail and sleet, and In the
north the telegraph and telephone services
were Interrupted. The storm area cowgred
practically the whole northwest of Europe,
Telegrams from Germany report much
damage. There are snow and thunder
storms and the rivers are rising rapidly.
The steamship Teutonlc, which was
stormbount at Liverpool yesterday, salled
after having been delayed twelve hours.

ROME, February 21.—Severe storms of
wind, hail and snow are causing serlous
damage in Italy. Telegraph and telephone
communications are interrupted.

MAN DEAD; WOMAN SILENT.

Mystery in Shooting in Chicago Of-
fice Building.

CHICAGO, February 21.—Louls Fisher,
thirty-eight years of age, 2.d one of the
proprietors of the Harrison Art Company,
with offices In the Omaha bullding, at La
8Salle and Van Buren streets, was shot to
death in his office shortly before noon today.
A fashionably dressed woman who en-
tered Fisher's office at about 10 d'clock, and
who quarreled with Fisner, was found In
the room after the shooting. i @ -vas ar-
rested, but déclined to talk of the manner
In which Fisher met his death, and refused
to give her name to the police.

The woman entered Fisher’s office in an
excited manner, and Fisher told his office
boy to leave the office and return at noon.
The boy heard them quarreling as he left.

Some time later a shot was heard, and
when Lorenzo Blasl, occupant of an ad-
joining office, ran Into Fisher's office he
found Fisher lying on the floor with the
blood pouring from a wound back of the
right ear, and the woman standing over him
with a revolver in her hand. 1Ie took the
weapor. away and notlfled the police. Be-
fore giving up the revolver the woman
fought Blasl desperately and threatened to
shoot him. As the police were leaving with
the woman the office boy returned and
identified her as the woman he had left
with Fisher.

JAILBIRDS CAETURED.

Three Petersburg Prisoners Under Ar-
rest at Norfolk, Va.
NORFOLK, Va., February 21.—A. J.
Gregory, C. P. Pitt and L. E. Rlvenbark,
who broke jail at Petersburg, Va., early
yesterday morning by sawing their way out
of a second-story window and lowering
themselves to freedom on an improvised
bridge f bed slats and sides suspended
from blankets, were captured in Norfolk
today. They are being held for' Chief of
Pollce Ragland of Petersburg, who will call

for them this evening.

Gregory was one of a pair brought back
to Virginia recently following capture in
Florlda. When arrested he was found to
have upon him a large bunch of raiiroad
switch keys.

TEN PER CENT RAISE.

Postal Increases the Salaries of All of
Its Operators.

NEW YORK, February 21.—Clarence H.
Mackay, president Postal Telegraph Com-
pany, made the following announcement
this afternoon:

“All statements heretofore made as to
amount of Increases in salaries which would
be made by the Postal Telegraph Company
have been entirely unauthorized. The mat-
ter was passed upon finally by this ¢ m-
pany today, however, and it was ordered
that the salaries of all operators, traffic
chiefs, wire chiefs, assistant chlef operat-
ors, chief operators and managers be in-

creased 10 per cent, and that this increase
shall apply not only to the principal offices,
but to all the offices of the company in the
United States.”

KEYHAM DOCK OPENED.

Prince of Wales Presides at an Im-

posing Ceremony.

DEVENPORT, England, February 21.—
The great, new Keyham docks, which com-
plete the most Important naval dock yards
scheme of the British empire, were opened
today by the Prince of Wales with consid-
erable ceremony. The large gathering of
warships sent here in honor of the occa-
slon were dressed with bunting, and the
harbor was gay with flags as the prince,
who was accompanied by the Princess of
Wales, embarked on the commander-in-
chief's, yacht Vivid and led a procession
of torpedo boats through, the Jines of war-
ships to the scene of the ceremony.

As the Vivid steamed Into the new docks
she severed a barrier of vari-colored rib-
bons stretched across the entrance. After
christening the docks “Prince of Wales
Basin,"”
Prince
miralty officials, naval! officers and a few
civilans were entertalned at luncheon.

Disagreements between the naval and
clvilian tles regarding the latter's
participation in the ceremonies resulted in
a notgble absence of general decorations

ashore and caused the mayor and corpora-
mwntmwumtmtm

Gen. Booth's Farewell Visit.
Special Cablegram to The Star.

LONDON, February 21.—QGen. Willlam
Booth, head of the Balvation Army,
sail for the United Btates on the steam
ship Minneapolis on Saturday, and will so
begin what he says will be the last
the kind he will

:

.
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STARTLES THE HOUSE

Chairman Tawney Predicts a
Deficit of $100,000,000.

BILLION-DOLLAR  SESSION

Estimated Revenue Will Be $804,-
573,248.

HMORE PRUDENCE REQUESTED

Appeals to His Colleagues to Exercise
the Utmost Secrutiny on Every
Proposition to Spend Money.

A L S

In a speech on the floor of the House this
afternoon, during consideration of the sun-
dry civil bill, Chairman Tawney of the
House committee on appropriations made
the ungualified statement that the appro-
priations at the present session of Congress
would exceed those of any session since the
foundation of the government, and that the
deficiency in the-treasury for the fiscal year
of 1808 would be not less than §100,000,000.

He appealed to his colleagues to recognise
the gravity of the situation and to do ev-
erything in their power, individually and
collectively, to prevent the appropriation of
more money than the government would
have for that year.

The greatest interest was dlsplayed by
members of the House in the chalrman's
startling announcement, and he spoke to &
crowded chamber.

“It is not possible at this time in this
short sesslon of Congress,” he sald, “to
forecast with great accuracy the totdl ag-
gregate of appropriations for the fiscal year
1908, but we have gufficient Iinformation
to make us able to predict with reasonable
certainty that thls session of Congress will
in the aggregate amount appropriated for
the expenses of the government during 1008
exceed the aggregate appropriation of any
previous session of Congress in the history
of the republic.

“1 feel it is my duty to give to this house
the information on which this statement
is made in the hope that not alone this
body, but the other branch of Congress and
the conference committee now consider-
ing appropriation hills, may scrutinize more
closely the necessities of the public service
and the necessities of appropriating for
specifie objects than has been done thus
far In this sesslon.

“I do this not in any spirit of erlticism,
but in the hope that the fact may so ap-
peal to the membership of this House and
to others that each member will feel that
personal responsibility which is his, auu
endeavor from now until the close of .ne
session to keep down appropriations, so
that the record of this session will not be
one that any member cannot fully justify.

Total Estimates.

“The total estlmates for appropriations
for all purposes for the fiscal year 1908,
as submitted in the book of estimated at
the beginning of this session, aggregate
$895,690,643.68. These regular estimates
are exceeded in five of the annual supply
billa which have been passed by the
House or passed by both House and Sen-
ate, and are now In conference, by $22,-
919,298.96.

“In addition to this, the obligations fixed
by legislation now pending between the two
houses in the river and harbor bill and the
navy bill equal $73,631,523. There were also
supplemental estimates for sundry civil ex-
penses of the government of $13,000,000,
making a total of $1,005,244,468.64, Included
in the annual estimates for the permanent
and amnual appropriations, supplemental
estimates and obligations fixc by the river
and harbor and naval bills, and by the sup-
plemental sundry civil estimates.

“Assuming that only 90 per cent of the
estimates are provided for by appropria-
tion, or that Congress reduces tnem by 10

per cent, the aggregate would still be $004,-
T20,021.78.

Estimated Revenues.

“The estimated revenues of the goverh-
ment for the filscal year 1908, upon the
basis of the current year and upon the
basis of the increase of the revenue during
the current year, will not excced $804,-
573,246,

“This I believe to be a llberal estimate.
Therefore if the several appropriation
bills are not materially reduced before
their final passage we must expect dur-
ing the fiscal year 1908 a deficit of at
least $100,000,000.

“It may be said that the appropriations
for the Panama canal are not chargeable
on the revenues, but in this statement I
have eliminated obligations created by leg-
islatlon that has passed at this session of
Congress indeterminate in amount, but al-
most certaln to more than equal all of (he
appropriations that are relmbursable to the
treasury or that may not become a charge
upon the revenues for the next fiscal year.

“In view of these facts I appeal to the
membership of this House to exercise the
utmost scrutiny and give to every propo-
sition for the expenditure of money during
the next fiscal year the most careful con-
sideration, to the end that the closing ses-
sion of the Fifty-ninth Congress will not
be charged with having unnecessarily cre-
ated a deflcit or appropriated more money
than the government, from Its revenues,
will be able to meet.”

Georgia Has a $705,,000 Fire.
BRUNSWICK, Ga., February 21.—Fire to-
day destroyed the entire plant of the
Parker-Hensell Engineering Company, In-
cluding the immense marine machine shops,

foundry, etc. Several tugs and vessels
at the wharf of the plant were saved, some
of them being damaged. The loss is esti-
mated at $75,000.

Meeting of Historical Bociety.

President Harry A. Colman of the United
States Historical Soclety has called 4 meet-
ing of that organization for & o'clock to-
morrow ¢vening at his home, 1258 Columbia
road. The session will be In the nature of
8 George Washington birthday celebration,
and there will be short talks by the mem-
bers on George Washington and other patri-
otic subjects.

Family of Five Frozen.
Special Dispatch to The Star.

OTTAWA, Ont., February 21.—A family
of five have just succumbed to the terrible
northwest winter. Radcliffe, a homesteader
and his team of oxen, were found dead on
a creek near his home near Estervan, Sas-
katchewan. In the sleigh was a load of cotl.
In the house the wife and three children
were found dead, the bodles belng frozen
perfectly solid. Radcliffe had gone to get
coal recently B0 scarce in the northwest.

Licenses to Practice.

As the result of the examination held-in
January, the following licenses have been
issued by the board of supervisors of medi-
cine and pharmacy in the District; To

practice medicine—Hugh Nutting, Charies
A. Bimpson, James Birckhead, William A.
Tolson, Stanton W. Howard, Earl C.

BUFFALO, N, Y.,

Cunneen, former attorney general of the |

state, died at his home here today.
Actor Found Dead.

SOLDIERS THREATENED

REMARK SAID TO HAVE BEEN
mrgm.rm

People of Brownsville in
the “Shooting Up.”

“Major, if there 12 not an arrest made be-
tween this hour and 11 o'clock, every en-
listed man we see on the streets will be
.hot.l’

According to the testimony of Wilbert
Voschelle, formerly corral boss at Fort
Brown, before the Senate committes on
military affairs today, this threat was made
to Major Penrose, commander of the negro
battallon, at about 5:30 p.m. on August 13,
several hours preceding the “shooting up”
of the town. Voschelle s white and is the
man who has peen quoted by negro wit-
nesses as saying that he had learned of a
plot to massacre the negro soldiers.

He was called to the stand at noon today

and examined Benator Foraker. He
testified that at 5:30 o'clock on August 13
he had gone to the canteen to get his mall,
and while coming out he met . Pen-

rose, Mayor Combs and the quarantine of-

. ficer at Brownsville, whose name he after-

ward learned to be Evans. As he passed
the group Voschelle sald he heard Evans
make the threat quoted, The witness said
that Evans was excited and making wild
gestures as he talked. Voschelle sald he
understood that Evans was the husband
of the woman alleged to have been assault-
ed by & negro soldier on that day.
Awakened by the Noise.
According to Voschelle’s story, he was
awakened on the night of the shooting by
hearing rapld firlng. He slept at his house,
about a block and a half outside the mil-
tary reservation. While on his way to the
corral he saw two Mexican policemen run-
along the outside of the reservation
wall near the ks. The men were not
shooting, and he could not see whether they
were carrying guns. The soldiers supposed
to be posted at the wall were In thelr
places, but it was ten minutes or more after
the firing had when he saw them,
At the corral the Witness sald he found
three c¢ivillan employes absent, and two of
these were Mexicans. The police at Browns-
ville, according to the witness, wear khaki
uniforms, with blouses unbuttoned. He
thought it would be difficult to tell a po-
liceman from a soldler at night.
The witness had not been cross-examined
when the noon recess was faken.

NEW TREATY WITH JAPAN.

Supposed Subject of a Conference at
State Department.

Viscount Aoki, the Japanese ambassador,
had a long conferencé today with Secretary
Root. He declined, however, to make known
the matters discussed, although the con-
ference presumably had to do with negotia-
tion of a new treaty with Japan.

TOKIO, February 21.—A written Interpel-
lation regarding the Ban Franclsco school
question was presented to the government
today by a member of the house of repre-
sentatives. The reply of Foreign Minlster
Hayashl Is expected In a few days,

The Japanese of San Franclsco have
cabled a strong appeal to Toklo, asking the
government to support thelr cause, and
pointing out that the restriction of Japanese
emigration would eventually result In the
extinction of their compatriots residing in
San Francisco.

The Japanese newspapers have not com-
mented on this appeal up to the present.

CLAUSES MADE PUBLIC.

Text of the New Dominican 'Tru.ty
Published.

The Senate has made public the treat
between the United States and the Domin’:-
fcan Republic, providing for the collection
of the revenues of the latter country for tha
benefit of creditors by a general receiver
and assistants to be appointed by the
President of the United States. The treaty
directs that the sums collected shall be ap-
plied as follows:

First, to paying the expenses of the re-
ceivership; second, to the payment of inter-
est upon sald bonds; third, to the payment
of the annual sums provided for amortiza-
tion of said bonds, Including interest upon
all bonds held in sinking fund; fourth, to
the purchase and cancellation or the retire-
ment and cancellation pursuant to the
terms thereof of any of said bonds as may
be directed by the Dominican Republic;
fifth, the remainder to be pald to the
Dominlcan Republic

The expenses of collectlon are limlited to
5 per cent of the total, and it is required
that on the first day of each month $100,000
shall be paid to the fiscal agent of the loan.
The remainder of the previous month’s col-
lections is to be turned over to the Dominl-
can government er be applied to the sinking
fund for the remption of bonds. Any col-
lection in excess of $3,000,000 a year is also
to be placed in the sinking fund. The Do-
minlcan government I8 not permitted to in-
crease its public debt or modify its tmport
duties until all its bonds are pald, without
ghe consent of the President of the United

tates.

SHIP SUBSIDY PROSPECTS.

Conference of Friends of the Littauer
Compromise.

Representative Watson, the republican
whip, has advised the membera most Inter-
ested in the Littauer compromise ship sub-
sidy bill to hold themselves In readiness to
attend a conference some time this after-
noon and make a final disposition of the
much-discussed subeldy matter.

Speaker Cannon, Representative Grosve-
nor, chairman of the House committee on
merchant marine and ship subsidy; Repre-
sentative Littaeur, who was instrumental
in drawing up the compromise m-:-asure
finally reported by the House committee:
Representative Humphrey of Washington
and several other members will attend the

conference.

"It has beemr stoutly maintained by Speaker
Cannon that he favors bringing the blll in
under a rule forbidding amendment, but
this suggestion has been bitterly opposed by
many representatives from the middle west
and friends of the ship subsidy think If the
measure be considered at all It will be
subject to amendment.

BALLOON ASCENSION.

Aero Club to Give Free Exhibition
Tomorrow.

Washington will enjoy the sensation of a
balloon ascension tomorrow, to be made
under the direction of the Aero Club of
America, unless the weather conditions are
much more unfavorable than now seems
probable. The Washington Gas Company
has made arrangements for the flight by
laying a special pipe to a convenient loca-
tion on a lot at 12th and M streets south-
west. Here, under the police supervision to
keep the crowd in check, the racing balloon
America will be Inflated and the ascent
made by Mr. McCoy, & member of the
Aero Club. The balloon that will be used
is one bf 80,000 cublc feét capacity and the
show is likely to attract a good deal of at-

‘Thmwmhnnmmofmof

the Aero Club present from New York, in-

dm“lb. Th mtwmb?'nﬁontls
e 1

% McCoy is one of the foremost

" Bumar f By Vreck.
DENVER, Col, February 21.—It is
mored here that a wreck, with heavy

—
DENOUNCED BY LLARK

ADMINISTRAION OF FOREST
'RESERVE CRITICISED.
——— d
Claimed That Procedure is Detrimental
ta the Best Interests of tha
Country.

Consideration of the agricultural appro-
priation bill was resumed by the Senate
today at the close of the routine morning
business.

The criticlsm of the administration of the
forest preserves of the country which has
been indulged in by the Lenate whenever
the bill has been before that body was
:::mnod today by Senator Clark of Wyom-

“The constant tendency of the bureau of
forestry has been to reach out and gather
to itself land and power never contemplated
by Congress,"” asserted Mr. Clark. "Buch
procedure is detrimental, injurious and de-
structive to the Interests of the various
parts of the country in which the reserves
m'v;ll:::t?g' 1881 Congress authorized the

autho
President to create forest reserves no one
ever contemplated that In this brief time
200,000 square miles of land should be set
aside and closed to settlement.

Immense Tract Reserved.

“The area of the forest reserve {8 now
as large as the whole of New England,
with the states of Pennsylvania, New
York and Ohio added. In acres the
amount is 127,000,000,

“In addition to this Immense area, it
now is proposed in this bill to withdraw
400,000,000 acres more—the grazing lands
of the country—and place this vast do-
maln under the authority of the chief of
the forestry bureau.
po:I::-I:o iz g‘lvlnl't'hmo:'a hd?mlnlon aind

one man than is held any in-
dividual on earth—king or potenttze. o

“Talk about your lumber barons,” con-
tinued Mr. Clark, “where 18 the man ex-
cept the chief of this bureau who has in
his control 127,000,000 acres of timber
land? He can sell the timber to whom
he pleases, at the price he selects, and in
such gquantities a8 he may desire, and
wlithout belng responsible to any one.

“I may the forest reserve is being made
the damnation of the country.” sajd Mr.
Clark with Increasing emphasils, and added,
“the time has come when a halt must be
called. It has been impossible for us of
the west, who are affected by these pre-
serves, to place before the east our proper
attifude, for the man who ralses his volce
| against forest reserves is at once denounc-
ed as a grafter and a timber baron. He is
at or.ce pllloried in the press as a despoller
of the public domain.'”

Benator Patterson’s Purpose.

Senator Patterson Interrupted to say he
Intended to Introduce an amendment pro-
hibiting a charge to be made for grazing
cattle on public lands. Incidentally Mr.
Patterson remarked, “I am a little tired of
the adulation which has been poured out on
the head of this chief of bureau here in the
Benate.”

When Mr. Clark remarked that it now
seemed to be the intention of those In
charge of the forest reserves to set up game
preserves, and such a procedure was surely
not contemplated by the forestry act, a
series of Interruptions resulted, and Sena-
tors Carter, Spooner, Beverldge, Fulton and
Patterson discussed the legal rights of the
general government over its public lands.

As to the amendment permitting grazing
leases, SBenator Clark said its effect would
be to stop permanent settlement on the
public domain.

HUNT ON THE STAND

HE TESTIFIES ABOUT HIS CON-
NECTION WITH THE BASSETTS.

Speclal Dispatch to The Star.

OMAHA, Neb., February 21.—For the
sixth consecutive day, excepting Sunday,
Mrs. Fannle Rice Bassett was today plac-
ed on the witness stand in her divorce
suit against Charles C. Bassett of Wash-
ington. Mrs. Bassett appears completely
exhausted by her long testimony and Is
on the verge of a collapse. Yesterday
after having reached home from court
Mrs. Bassett fell in a faint and remained
in that condition for two hours. After an
hour of close examination Mrs. Bassett
gave way and was carried into a private
room, a physician summoned and the at-
torney took up other matters.

Chester Bassett, the ten-year-old son of
the Bassetts, was placed on the stand, but
was ruled off temporarily, It was In-
tended to show by the boy several cases
of cruelty on the part of Bassett. Mr.
Bassett ig yet In the city, but has not ap-

peared In court. He remains closely in
his room. i

When Mrs. Bassett recovered sufficiently
to resume the ‘stand she told of having
| letters between herself and Mr. Bassett
pass through the hands of Rev. Hunt. This
was after the separation, but before dl-
vorce proceedings had been instituted.

Hunt Gives His Evidence.

Just before moon Mrs. Bassett was dis-
missed from the witness stand, but will
be recalled before the end of the case.

“I feel like making a trip to Washing-
ton and ridding the world of one who has
upset my peace of mind,” wrote Mr. Bas-
sett to his .wife. This “one” was agreed
upon between the counsel as referring to
Rev. Lawrence Hunt. Rev. Hunt was call-
ed to the stand just before the noon
recess,

He claimed Brooklyn as his home. Rev.
Hunt testifled that he was at one time gec-
retary In New York city of the Young
Men's Christian Assoclation, also at one

time secretary international commission,
Y. M. C. A, for college work. He met the
Bassetts at the church of which he was
pastor in Washington. Rev. Hunt told of
the visit to the Bassetts on a Christmas
evening, when the first break occurred be-
tween him and Bassett, substantially as
Mrs, Bassett related the incident.

An Error as to Testimony Corrected.
To the Editor of The Btar:

In my testimony before the state corpora-
tion commission at Alexandria county court
house on Baturday, F uruary 16, In the case
of the W., A. & F. C. Rallway Company, I
am reported In your paper the following
date as stating ‘‘the rates prevalling are
better than those charged on the steam
road” and ‘“that the company purchased

“were as good as new.”
Such a statement would be a dellberate
falsehood, as any patron of the road can

themselves. I made no comparison

was stricken with trl a week and
never rallied. His vlgur and
M. Cralger, who resides

his Sherman
hﬂ.:'...!'ﬂlcﬂ]’.
Alarm of Fird. ;’4

About $25 damage was caused houss 1215
35th street at 1:3 o'clock this afterncon.

survive

VARIANGE IS ALLEGED

FATAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
INDICTMENT AND PROOF.

Point of Law Raised During Trial of
Representative Binger Hermann
" s=Jury Excused.

Still another phase of the case of Rep-
resentative Binger Hermann, on trial be-
fore Justice Stafford in Criminal Court No.
1, developed at the morning session today
when Attorney A. 8. Worthington of coun-
sel for the defendant introduced a new plea
for taking the case from the jury and dis-
misging the charge agalnst Hermann.

“We offer to prove that there Is & fatal
variance between the indictment and the
facts as existent at the time the true bill
was returned,” Mr. Worthington sald. Ob-
Jections was made by United Btates At-
torney Baker, but upon suggestion by Mr.
Worthington the jury was temporarily ex-

ment of the int in-
cu-edm during argu po

Elliot P. Hough, formerly secretary to
Mr. Hermann, as commissioner of the gen-
eral land office, was the only witness called
before the discussion arose. He was asked
if he had been a witness before the grand
Jury and was excused from the stand.
Counsel for the defense then outlined their
contention that the indictment did not par-
ticularize, when it might have done ®o,
that the destroyed books were kept in the
commissioner's private office; that the
books contained letters signed by the de-
fendant and that the books were marked
“‘personal,” as dlstinguished from other
books and records of the department.

Should Operate as Acquittal.

A varlance between the Indictment and
the evidence, according to the claim of the
defense, should operate as an acquittal for
Mr. Hermann.

The opposite view was taken by United
Btates Attorney Baker and Asslistant
United States Attorney Jesse Adkins, and
both declared the Indictment In its descrip-
tion of the destruction of the thirty-five
letter press copy books was sufficlent to in-
form the defendant of the charge he would
be required to meet. n

“You cannot take a technicality to get
the defendant off,” Mr. Baker sald.

Justice Stafford deferred his decision on
the understanding that all of the afternoon
session would be occupled with arguments
of another point of law Involved in the case,
and the jury was excused until Monday.

Argument This Afternoon.

The argument of the afternoon session
was In reference to the admimabllity of let-
ters between the defendant and the men
Joined with him in the Blue mountain con-
spiracy case and other alleged conspiracy
cases {n the west. -

“We expect to show Mr. Hermann com-
mitted other crimes and our dbject is to
prove his motive In destroying the books
was to conceal evidence,” sald Assistant
United States District Attorney Adkins. A
long list of court decisions were quoted to
uphold the contention of the government
that it has a right to show Hermann's
motive for destruction of the copy books.

All of the session of court yesterday aft-
ernoon was consumed In reading to the jury
a series of letters written by the defendant
while commissioner of the general land of-
fice and copled into the letter press books
around which the present case is being
fought.

WAR NOT DECLARED.

Recent Clash Between Nicaraguan
and Honduran Troops.

According to Ambassador Creel of Mexico
and Senor Corea of Nicaragua, both of
whom today saw Secretary Root, neither
Nicaragua nor Honduras has declared war
agalnst the other. The information imparted
to Secretary Root was that some Honduran
troops clashed with about twenty or thirty
Nicaraguans on the frontier and that the
latter were driven back Into Nicaragua.
Ambassador Creel sald, however, that al-
though the affair was very unfortunate, it
nevertheless has not interfered with the ne-
gotiations for the arbitration to which the
presidents of both Nicaragua and Honduras

have agreed.

The ambassador's reports of the collision
between the  Nicaraguan and Honduran
forces were conflicting, each side claiming a
victory, according to the source of the re-
port. The one fact to be gathered from them
was that the situation was serious and the
controversy between Honduras and Nicara-
gua had now reached the point that abso-
lutely demanded active work by the United
.Btates and Mexico to prevent a general up-
rising. The ambassador belleved that it was
necesary now to present some concrete
proposition to the belligerents; something
which would bring them at once to arbitra-
tion. No other. American countries were in
the same favorable position as the United
States and Mexico-for that. “The republics
adjacent to the belligerents a.l had Interests
so closely interwoven with those of these
two countries that their motives would not
be free from suspicion of self-Interest were
they to go much further than they already
had In urging Nicaragua and Honduras to
get together peaceably. So it is probable it
will be for the United States.and Mexico to
take upon themselves the duty of making
some very urgent representations to the
small republics to prevent them from driit-
ing into a disastrous war that might easily
involve all Central America.

Planned Funeral and Died.

LOS ANGELES, Cal., February 21.—After
providing for his funeral expenses by de-
positing a sum of money on a table, John
Nelmes, & retired merchant of Brooklyn,
N. Y., yesterday shot and killed himself.
Nelmes, who was about fifty years old,
had been in this city three days. His action

was attributed to despondency resulting
from cootinued ill health. He left written
directions that the news of his death be
communicated to his famlily In Brooklyn.

Downtown Temperature.

The temperature recorded by Feast &
Co.'s standard thermometer was as fol-
lows: § a.m., 30; 12 noon, 38; 2 p.m., 37.

Building Permits Issued.

Inspector Ashford issued the following
building permits today: To H. Wardman,
for one four-story brick apartment house at
1723 20th street northwest; architect, A. H.
Biers; builder, H. Wardman; estimated
cost, $50,000.

To Mary L. Norton, for repairs and alter-
ations at B15 14th street northwest; archi-
tects, Marsh & Peters; builder, John C.
Larcombe; estimated cost, $8,500.

To John Bennett, for repairs and altera-
tlons at 425 Tth street northwest; builder,
James A. Dawrick; estimated cost, $1,200.

Gravel for Jamestown Exposition.
‘While there is sand by thé million yards
on either hand at the Jamestown expJsition
grounds there Is no gravel to be had there,
and the exposition authorities have had to
look elsewhere for gravel for the walks
and- for other purposes. Gravel of a
ticular size 1s wanted for use in a
position' roofing which is to be used
some of the buildings going up there,
thousands of yards-of the little stones
being shipped from Alexandria and
ts on the river to the exposition
schooner Grace
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New Ambassador Reticent
About His Instructions.

EN ROUTE TO WASHINGTON

Says American Friendship is Valued
by England.

COUNTRY NOT AIDING JAPAN

h‘lplomt Declares Capt. Hobson's
Btory About War is Ridiculous—
Bees No Chance of Conflict,

NEW YORK, February 21.—James Bryce,
the new British anibassador to the United
States, and Mrs. Bryce landed today from
the Oceanic, having been detained off Sandy
Hook bar over night. They were met at the
pler by the British consul general at New
York and several attaches of the British
embassy In Washington, and went at once
to Jersey City to take the 11 a.m. train
for Washington.

Mr. Bryce talked very carefully with the
reporters who found him on board the
Oceanic. He sald that the voyage was une
eventful and very pleasant.

“l am glad to come here where I have
& lot of friends,” he sald in reply to ques-
tions, “'but of course I am sorry to have to
leave a number of friends at home.”

“Have you a special message from King
Edward to President Roosevelt?' .e was
asked, i 3 !

“Anything that passes between the king
and me |s a matter of secrecy,” was his an-
SWer.

“Will you say anything regarding the re-
lations betweéen England and America?”

“Everybody must know that the great
wish In England is to be on termss of the
greatest friendship with America. [ have
thought of nothing else sincde I first came
to America thirty-six years ago—In 1870,"
he replied.

No War With Ja

“Will you say anything regardifig the
probabllity of & war between America and
Japan, and England's position in case of
such a catastrophe.”

““That is touching on politics, and I must
decline to discuss anything political.”

“But the Japanese question ™14’ an Im-
portant one in America now,”. was suge
gested.

“I don't think there is any chance of
war,” sald Mr. Bryce. ..

“What about Kingston and Swetten-
ham?"*

“That is politics, too,” sald Mr. Bryce.

Mr. Bryce sald so far as he knew no
changes would be made In the personnel
of the embassy staff at Washington.

He was shown a newspaper clipping which
stated that B8Sir Howard Vincent intended
to move a vote In the house of commons
asking why Mr. Bryce's remuneration had
been increased to $50,000 a year,

“I know nothing whatever about it; It Is
a matter of Indifference to me,"” sald Mr.

Bryce.
Pleased With Mission.

““Are you pleased with your mission?”

“I shouldn’'t have come here If I were
not. I would like to say that both Mrs.
Bryce and myself have beéa deeply touch-
ed by the kind@ way In which the American
press has treated the news of my appoint-
ment,”” Mr. Bryce sald with some littla
show of emotion. Then he added: “Tho
greatest wish in England is to malntaln tha
strong friendly relations which now exlst
between England and Amerlca: - E feel that
way myself because of my long knowledge
of America."

Mr. Bryce w s told that Capt. Hobson had
recently sald that England was at the back
of Japan In her alleged desire for war with
America. - s

“That Is politics again, and I have noth-
ing to say. It Is too absurd,” fie responded.

He sald he should present his ecradentials
to President Roos‘e\'elt at the earllest pos-
sible moment.

HEIRS TO IRISH MILLIONS.

Maine Family Expect  to Inherit
Bhare of Large Estate. .
8peclal Dispatch to The Btar.

LEWISTON, Me., February 21L.—J. Dono-
van of the firm of Donovan & Dunn of this
city has just recelved word from a relative
in Ireland that the family has -been - 1eft a
large fortune from the estate of Paul
Kingston, who died recently in thfs cbuntry.
Mr. Donovan's mother was a Kingston. Her
brother Paul left Ireland when a boy, and,
it was supposed, enlisted in the army In this

country. All trace of him was lost.

There were several sisters and one other
brother in the family. All are dead. If the
story old Mr. Donovan tells is true, his
relative left a fortune estimated to be $17,-
0u),000. He has several brothers in other
states who would share with him in thelr
mother's share of the estate.

_ News Briefs.

During the twelve months ended Decem-
ber, 1906, bananas to the value of $11.674,-
202 were Imported into the United States
against $0,826,806 in 180G

Willlam Jennings Bryan, In an- interview
at Columbus, Ohlo yesterday attacked John
D. Rockefeller's recent gift of $32,000,000
to the general educational board. Mr.
Bryan sald the ofl king should have given
the money back to the people from whom
it had been wrested by lillegal methods.

Josiah Quincy, formerly assistant secre-
tary of state and mayor of Boston, owes
$262,119, according to his schedule of liabili-
ties filed in the United States district court,
Of the liabilities, $202,767 is unsecured. The
assets are placed at $46,500,

The house in Leyden, Holland, in which
Rembrandt was born 300 years ago has
been destroyed by fire. The building had
for long been a place of pilgrimage for
lovers of art.

Henry Nelson, caretaker at the Labore
mansion on the shore of the Kill von Kull
in Bayonne, N. J., which has many his-
toric associations, tore down a diplapldated
woodshed on the old estate and, while
digging below it, unearthed a rotten chest,
& foot square, which contained 160 coins
bearing the imprinta of the Spanish, Portu-
Italian, French, English and Ameri-
can governments. The oldest, a Portu-
mﬂmmmuuimmmo
newest, an American penny, was dated

There are no less than 10,000 crooks and
suspicious characters in the streets of New
York, according to Inspector McLaughlin,
chief of ves. Every night, the In-
his men bring in from forty
who have

i
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negroes charged with the eriminal assault
on Miss Gladys Shelton in that county con
January 7. No bill htn;.bnn r-tun::
rested. and none is expected.




