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FILES PETITION
N BANKRUPTCY

* Walter Hieston Has Liabilities

of $623,000.

SAYS ASSETS TOTAL $35,900

—

Majority of the Creditors Are Wash-

ingtonians,

MEMBER OF STOCK EXCHANGE

Slump in Value of Securities Alleged
Cause of Failure—Statements

by Attorneys.

Walter Hieston, stock broker, of
1420 F street, today filed a petition
in voluntary bankruptcy. He lists
his liabilities at $623,000, mostly due
to Washington creditors, and claims
assets amounting to $35.900.

Mr. Hieston is a member of the Washing-
ton stock exchange and formerly was a
member of the real estate firm of Wescott,
W ox & Hieston. Attorney C. Albert
White, who represented the petitioner and
filedd the papers in the Supreme Court of the

vetrict of Columbia, when asked for the

casons which brought about the faflure,
sadd:

“The long-continued drop In prices on the
New York stock exchange and the almost
unprecedented slump in the value of securi-
ties whieh eccurred this week in the mar-

ket are responsible for Mr. Hieston taking
the step he did today. A petition in bank-
ruptey was the only course left open to him

in order to protect the interests of his
reditors.”” 3
Further than the foregoing, Mr. White

declined to ddiscuss the proceeding.

The largest creditor, according to the
petition, is Post & Flagg of New York, to
whom Mr. Hieston is indebted to the ex-
tent of S2500W0, s security for which the
firm holds 923 shares of Traders National
Bank stock., 1600 shares of Mergenthaler
etock and 1,% shares of Mitchell Mining

Company =tack, all valued at $226,000,

Other Secured Creditors.

Other secured ereditors, the amount of
Indebtedness and the nature of the securi-
ties held, follow: R. IL Lynn of this city,
$Hon, g0 shares of Mitchell mining
stock; George Mitchell of New York,

S a0, secured by interest in stocks joint-
Iy with the bankrupt; Traders National
Bank, $40.000, partly secured by Mitchell
mining stock: E. B. Randall of this eity,
o000, sBecured by stocks and bonds; J. T.
Hendricks of this city, $25,000, secured by
Mitchell mining stock valued at £20.0m).

Mr. Hieston glves the names and claims
of his u wcured creditors in the following
list: A, G ess5a, Baltimore, Md®, $300; Ar-
thur . Plant, $6,000; D, A, Greenless, §30,-

mxi; B. F. Compton, §25.000; Joseph H. Hun-
ter, £1.0un; Joe Sacks, $1.000: O, 8. Schmidt,

$1.000;, W. B. Hibbs & Co., $2.3; Halstead
& o, S0, A B, Hines, $2000; (. How-
ard, $3,00¢; Merropolitan XNational Bank,
27000 American National Bank, $15,000;
Alice V. Hiestan, $2.00n; Wescott. Wilcox
& Hieston, $5.000; 8 N. Whitwell (joint),
$1.50 . D. A, Greenless (joint), $30.000,

The assets to which Mr. Hieston gives a
valuation of 5.0 comprise hig Interest in
the real estate firm of Wesevott, Wilcox &
Hieston valued at ¥25.000; his seat on the
Washington stock exchange, 31068, and
an automoblle said to be worth $M),

Order by Court.

Justice Barnard, to whom the petlition
was presented, ordered Mr. llleston ad-
Judged bankrupt and referred the case to
Willlam M. Hallam, referee In bankruptey.
before whom all claims will have to be
P! -

Petition by a Creditor.

Attarnevs Robert 8. Hume and John R.
Bhields ounsel for Joseph 1. Saks, one
of the creditors of Mr. Hume, today filed
& petition for the appointment of a re-
celver 1o take charge of the securities
and assets of Mr. Hieston pending the
appointment of a trustee in bankruptey.

Avcording to the petition Mr. Saks
has ; alm of £1,200 against the bank-
rupt. He alleges that Mr. Hieston holds
cert wcurities, stocks and bonds in his
possession and that It is necessary that
# receiver or recelvers be appointed In
orde: Jorees i protect the assets
for e heyet of the ereditors of the |
hanl i 1l @ trustee |= elected at the
first i i of the creditors

i el will endeavor to secure an ap-
podntient this afternoon if the signa-
T f F the judges can be obtained
to order  (Mherwise appHeation will
lLe e 1o Uhiler Justice Clabaugh early

Ceased Two Years Ago.
Ra & Siddons, attorneys
Wescott, Wilcox and Hies-
rmoon made the following
view of the announcement of the
edings bankruptey begun hy Mr.

Valter Hicston and the suggestion therein

stithriedd he is a member of the firm

f \\.< seott licox & MHieston, we have to
#ay his association therewith ceased two
rvears ago and the firm is in nowise affected
by or concerned In his bankruptey, except
% It members are hig friends and former
assoclates or may in a small degree be
Lis creditors.™

Known on the Street.
The fallure of Walter Hieston had become
known on the street before the meeting of

the Washington stock exchange at noon
tiday, and during the session it was the
chief tople of conversation among the
members, Mr

Hieston Is one of the young-
er members of the exchange, and has held
therein for a number of years. He
wis furmerly the vice president of the ex-
change, and for a time wgs one of the
most active traders, but in the past year
b transas little business there. During
the last few months, it was said today,
Mr Hieston had not been present at the
mectings and had not been seen very fre-
Guently in financlal circles in this city.

al

ted

It wase claimed by many brokers that Mr.
1i ¢ston has greatly overstated his Nabilf-
Pes. The gencral Impression is that the fall-

tre wi'l not have any noticeable effect on
il business conditions.
Liabilities May Be Overstated.
J. Thiman Hendrick, a member of the ex-
inge, stated o a Star reporter this after-
thoon that he understood Mr. Hieston had
named twenty-five thousand dollars as the
amount owing to the speaker, but that such
wWis wn exaggeration. All that Mr. Hieston
owes him, he sa'd, Is something less than
eight thousand dollars, for which there ia

gecurity which will bring the loss down to
less than one thousand dollars.

Benjamin Woodruff, local manager for
Post & Flagg, stated that he believed Mr.
Hieston has overestimated his liabllities to
that firm. ;

“We went over the matter last night,”
Mr. Woodruff sald, “and we stand to lose
about $10.00 by the failure. It may be
only $5,000."

Rohert M. Harper, president of the Amer-
jcan National Bank, sald:

“Whatever Mr. Hieston owes the bank, or
the cashier of the bank, was amply and
catisfactorily secured by both indorsements
and collateral."”

Mr. Hieston's failure, it Is understood,
cannot affect his official position on the lo-
cal stock exchange, since none of his of-
ficial transactions have any connection with
the present fallure, but were made pri-
vately.

Could Not Be Located.

An effort was made to locate Mr. Hieston
by Star reporters this afternoon, but he
could not be found at any of his accus-
tomed visiting places.

At his Tesidence. the Rochambeawy It
was said he had not been there all day.

A search of the stock-broking establish-
ments along F street was made, but Mr.
Hieston was not seen, although his failure
was heing generally discussed and com-
mented upon.,

CCEAN STEAMSHIP MOVEMENTS.

SABLE ISLAND, March 16.—The steam-
er Caledonia, from Glasgow for New York,
was in communication by wireless tele-
graph with the Marconi station here when
140 miles east, at 11 p.m., March 15. Wl
probably dock about K:30 a.m, Monday.

The steamer Minnehaha, from London
for New York, was in communication by
wireless telegraph with the Marconi sta-
tion here when 160 miles southeast, at 3
o'clock a.m. today. Will probably dock at
5:30 a.m. Monday.

NEW YORK, March 18.—Arrived: Steam-
ers Campania, from Liverpool; Nord Amer-
{fca, from Naples,

COLORED TROOPERS SELECTED.

Members of the 9th Cavalry Ordered

to Duty at West Point.

For the first time in the history of the
United States Military Academy at West
Point, colored troops are to be stationed
there to form the detachment of cavalry
which Is one of the fixtures of that institu-
tion. The present detachment is composed
wholly of white cavalrymen, and it has been
represented that they are dissatisfied with
the extra duties devolved upon them in the
care of the horses used by the military ca-
dets, It 1s alleged that while they were
willing to look after their own individual
mounts, they did not like the duty of caring
for all the horses of the cadet battalion.

In order to meet that condition the War
Department decided to try the experiment
of having colored cavalrymen at the West
Point institution. That was rendered possi-
ble by the fact that there are seventy-six
members of the 9th Cavalry whom It is un-
desirable to have accompany that regiment
to the Philippines, for the reason that thelr
terms of enlistment will expire within the
next few months, Orders were accordingly
issued at the War Department today assign-
ing the seventy-six members of the 8th
Cavalry, who are named, to duty with the
detachment of eavalry at the military acad-
emy, and transferring ‘a!l the members of

the detachment there to other stations, and
in some cases to other arms of the service.
About twenty of the white cavalrymen are
assigned to duty with the detachment of
fleld artillery at the military academy. The
others are ordered to other stations.

The detachment of colored cavalrymen at
West Point will constitute all the colored
troops in the United States, all the others,
including the 9th and 10th Cavalry and the
Z4th and 25th Infantry, being in the Phillp-
pines or on their way there.

GOING TO BOSTON.

Gen. Bell Will Address Massachusetts
Militia Officers.

Maj. Gen. J. F. Bell, chief of staff, ac-
companied by Col. E. M. Weaver, assistant
to the chief of artillery, and Capt. William
M. Wright, general staff, will leave here to-
morrow for Boston to take part in the
Evacuation day celebration Monday, The
next day they will mauke an inspection of
the military posts in the vieinity of Boston
and in the evening will attend a meeting
of the field oflicers’ institute of the Massa-
chusetts Volunteer Militla, at which Gen.
Bell and Col. Weaver will make addresses
m regard to the relations between the reg-
ular army and the National Guardg

COMPLAINT FROM PANAMA.

Government Hotel TUndersells

Merchants on Certain Articles.
Secretary Taft has before him a protest
from certain merchants and hiotelkeepers
of the city of Panama against the manage-
ment of the government hotel, known as
the Tivoll, originally erected for the accom-
modation of the superior class of em-
ployes on the canal work, but also open to
the extent of the unoccupied quarters to
transient visitors to the isthmus, The pro-
test is not so much against the accommo-
dation of the transient guests, for the
rales charged are not sufficiently low to
interfere to any senslble extent with the
private hotels in the city of Panama, but
riather against the fale to these guests of
lquors, tobacco and such articles,

Owing to the fact that these things are
imported by the government into the zone
free of duty, the keeper of the Tivoli is
able to sell them to the public at a very
reasonzble price. The Panama hotelkeep-
ers. on the other hand, being obliged to buy
goods which are taxed heavily hy the
Panaman government, cannot meet these
rates, hence the complaint.

It will be a part of the duty of Secretary
Taft to endeavor to adjust this matter
during his approaching visit to the isth-
mus.

Its

TO BEAUTIFY THE NIAGARA.

Improvement of River Banks Below
the Falls.

Secretary Taft will leave Washington to-
morrow for New York and will be in New
Haven, Conn., Monday to attend a meeting
of the Yale corporation. On Tuesday he
will have a conference In New Yark at the
office of Mr. Charles McKim with F. L.
Olmstead, Frank B. Millet and Mr. Mec-
Kim concerning the beautification of the
American shore along Niagara river below
the falls. In his decisign of January 18
granting certain guantities of water to
power companies now operating along the
Niagara he designated these three men as
a committee to make suggestions for the
improvement of the appearance of the un-
sightly power plants and factories adjoin-
ing the falls on the United States side.
Capts. John 8. Bewell and Charles W.
Kutz, Corps of Engineers, have been in-
vited to attend the meeting at New York,

The United States Navy at Bordeaux.

The Navy Department has sclected the
protected crulsers Denver and Cleveland
and the armored cruiser St. Louls of the
Atlantic fieet to represent the United States

at the Fulton celebration at Bordeaux,
France, beginning June 1. After leaving
Bordeaux the Denver and the Cleveland
will proceed to the coast of China and join
the Aslatic t.

AFTER A BRAIN

STORM.

MAY BE FIRST OF MAY

Union Station Probably Ready
Then for B. and 0.

SECTION NEARLY COMPLETE

Formal Ceremonies of Ded_ication to Be
Held Later.

OLD STATION TO BE TORN DOWN

Grounds to Form Part of Approach to
Depct—Conference Held
- Yesterday.

Trains will begin running in and out of
a section of the new unlon railroad station
about May 1, provided arrangements for the
service can be completed by that time, and
it is belleved they can be. This statement
was made to a Star reporter today by Mr.
Edward Wilmann, who is in charge of the
work at the union station for Burnham &
Co. -

The first trains wlll be those of the Bal-
timore and Ohlo rallrcad. That company
will vacate its old depot at C street and
New Jersey avenue about that time and
move into a completed sectlon of the union
station, It 1s sald the oceupancy of the new
structure by the Baltimore and Ohio as
etated wlill not be marked by any speclal
ceremonies, but it Is planned to celebrate
the opening on a grand scale upon the com-
pletion of the bullding, which it Is expected
will be turned over to the railroads and
the public next December. At that time
Congress will be in session and many rep-
resentatives and senators will be asked to
take part In the Imposing ceremonies of
christening the station.

These matters were talked over at a con-
ference vesterday between D. D. Crothers of
Baltimore, chief engineer of the Baltimore
and Ohlo; E. B. Temple, assistant chief en-
gineer of the Pennsylvania railway; E. R.
Graham, representing D. H, Burnham &
{o., the depot architeets; W. F. Btrouse, as-
sistant engineer of the Bal!timore and Ohlo;
R. Farnham, assistant engineer of the
Pennsylvania, and Mr. Edward Wilmann.

Will Be Filled and Graded.

It is sald the site of the present depot of
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, which has
been used as a terminal for many years,
will be filled and graded and will form part
of the approach to the new station. It was
also stated that six tracks will be uilized
by the Baltlmore and Ohio when it begins
running the first trains into the union sta-
tion. As a result of yesterday's meeting
these tracks will be put down at once and
every preparation made to recejve the trains
as scheduled.

The present arrangement of the statlon is
sald to contemplate the president’s room
and the state reception quarters to be pro-
vided for in the east wing. These will be ar-
ranged for occupancy about May 1, A tem-
porary walting room will be arranged, as
will baggage apartments. Quarters for the
express confpanies and other necessary
rooms will plso be fixed for receiving the
people.

ATLANTIC EXI'iEBB WRECKED.

Serious Accident on the Grand Trunk
Line.

DURAND, Mich.,, March 16.—The Atlan-
tic express on the Grand Trunk railway,
due here at 5:56 a.m. from Chicago en
route to Port Huron and the east and run-
ning late, ran into an open switch at Ban-
croft, five miles from here, today and
struck a freilght train.” Five persons were
severely injured. two of them perhaps fa-
tally. Engineer A. B. Schram and Fire-
man Frank Cowan, both of Battle Creek,
Mich., s=uffered broken limbs and severe
scalds and may die.

I. F. SBmith of Dowagiac and Mrs. D.
Shook and Miss Ruth Shook of Lansing,
her daughter, were severely scalded, but
are not thought to be fatally hurt. A pum-
ber of other passengers received minor in-
jurles, but were able to proceed east on &

later train.

ELLSMOREKILLS THREE

LESPERATE FIGHT OF DRUNKEN
MOUNTAINEERS.

EBpeclal Dispatch to The Btar.

LEXINGTON, KXy., March 16.—News
reached here this morning from Letcher
county- of a desperate flght which took
place in a boat on the Kentucky river in
which three men were killed and the re-
maining man badly injured. Thacker Rice,
John Ellsmore and Speed and Elijah Balley,
brothers, were crossing the middle fork of
the Kentucky river in a boat when Ells-
more and Rice began quarreling. Ellsmore
was using an oar, with which he struck
Rice over the head, knocking him Into the
water.

Rice climbed back into the boat and at-
tacked Ellsmore. The two Baileys took
sides with Rice and all drew knives or pis-

tols. Rice had a knife and pistol, as dld
the Balley brothers. Ellsmore got into ac-
tion and shot and cut all three of his oppo-
nents. They in turn wounded him, but he
is sald to have continued stabbing them
until they were insensible,

Eilsmore then padd‘the boat to the
shore and the three were taken to
their homes, dyving later. Ellsmore will re-
cover. The fight followed a carousal at the
home of a mountaineer who had given a
dance at which moonshine liquor flowed
freely. Ellsmore has not been arrested.

BIG DEAL RATIFIED

SALE OF 8,616 SQUARE FEET OF
GROUND.

Another blg realty deal was closed this
afternoon, when 8,616 square feet of
ground, which is known as lot 28, block
10, Belalr Helghts, and bounded by Call-
fornia avenue or T street and 24th street
and Massachusetts avenue, was sold by
Murray A. Cobb in connection with the
real estate firm of Fitch, Fox & Brown.
The ground has a frontage of 121 feet on
California avenue or T street and 18 of a
triangular shape. It is situated immmediate-
ty in the rear ¢f the five lots which were
recently purchased by Mr. Frank O. Low-
den, and on which he wiil erect a hand-
some residence. The purchase price was

about $1.90 per square foot.
It is understood the purchasers of the
property will subdivide it into building
lots, .

RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE.

Protest Coming to the New Postmas-
ter General.

CHICAGO, March 16.—The big malil car-
rying railroads have decided to make an ap-
peal to the new Postmaster General against
the rule which the former incumben: of the
position promulgated requiring a change in
the methods of weighing the malls,

A meeting was held yesterday by the su-
perintendents of the malls for nearly all
the heavy mail carrying roads, and it was
the general opinion that the new order, if
carrled out, would make it Impossible for
the railroads to furnish the present service,
The new order requires that the average
welght of mail carried, the basis on which
the total pay is computed, shall be deter-
mined by dividing the total welght carried
for seven days by seven ipstead of six, as
at present. This will operate as a cut of
fully 14 per cent in the pay for transporta-
tion of the mail. It has been agreed that
a‘committee shall be appointed, made up of
one representative of three of the strong-
est western and two of the strongest east-
ern roads, and that this committee shall go
to Washington and lay the question before
the Postmaster General.

If the attempt does not succeed then it
will be necessary for the railroads to say
whether they will be compelled to curtail
the present mall service. Any attempt on

u;:d;nrt- of a single road, or of two or three
8 to do so, would result in a general
diversion of the malls to s which

accepted the ruling.

Therefore, 1f there is to be any attempt
to curtail the mail service, it has been ad-
mitted, it must be by a concerted move by
all-of the main mail roiites in the country.
Those who attended the conference yester-
day declared that the crisis was a grave

F mate of property and business losses.

FLOOD 1S SUBSIDING

The Worst Danger is Now Over
N
at Pittshurg.

WAVE MOVING DOWN STREAM

Immense Dalmage Disclosed by Reced-
ing Waters.

THOUSANDS ARE OUT OF WORK

Costly Machinery Will Have to Be Re-
placed—Efforts to Avert

an Epidemic.

PITTSBURG, Pa., March 16.—The rivers
are agaln backing to their channels, and
the greatest flood ever known here is a
matter of history. ’

For twenty-four hours the water has
been steadily receding, and the stage at 10
o'clock today was twenty-one feet, and still
falling at the rate of about six inches an
hour.

With the receding water the extent of
the damage caused is laid bare, and there
I8 no reason to change yesterday's esti-
The
most conservative ﬁg{:rea are $10,000,000,
and they run from this all the way to $20,-
000,000.

The loss of life In the past three days is
not yet definitely ascertained. At least a
score of persons met death in the flood,
and many are sald to be missing.

Business is again assuming something
like normal proportions, but it will be weeks
before Pittsburg, Allegheny, and the val-
leys of the three rivers fully recover from
the widespread commercial paralysis
caused by the tying up of railroad and
traction lines, the silencing of telephones

and the suspension of the mills, factories
and furnaces.

Coated With Slime.

Few, if any, of the army of workmen who
were thrown into enforced idleness by the
flood will be able to resume before Monday.
The mills are all covered with mud, costly
macifinery Is damaged and in many places
may have to be replaced.

With daylight the work of cleaning up
was begun with vigor.

Throughout the entire flooded district a

slimy ooze of mud from two to twelve inch-
es In depth covers the street, while huge
blocks of ice and debris of all kinds are
deposited in yards, on porches or any place
where a resting polnt could be found. karly
in the day the entire force of the health
department descended upon the recently
submerged sections to make an inspection
with a view to ascertaining the resuit of
the deluge as touching the matter of public
health. Bupt. J. F. Edwards sees no cause
to fear a general epidemic, although he is
taking all possible measures to avert one.

Relief Measures.

The flood sufferers who are in need of as-
sistance are being cared for by the authori-
ties In both clties. Very little distress is
reported in Piteburg, but in Allegheny
many familles are in want of the neces-
saries. -

By directlon of Mayor Kirscher of Alle-

gheny about 8,004 loaves of bread, 3,000
pounds of boiled - pounds of
bologna and 500 gall of hot coffee were
distributed to the needy ones in addition
to sending out provisions. Many tons of
coal were deposited at various points where
the victims could go and help themselves.

Railroad Situation.

The conditions at the Pittsburg terminals
of the various railroads which were crippled
by the high water durilng the last three
days are much improved, and on the ma-
jority of the roads it Is expected that

lines will be open by tonight. Trains on the |
)

Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chlcago and St.
Louls, the Wabash, Baltimore and Ohlo aml
Pennsylvania Central are arriving and de-
parting nearly on schedule time.

The Pittsburg and Lake Erie is rapidly
getting into shape and expects to have ail
lines open before evening.

The Monongahela division of the Pennsyl-
vania is operating trains through to
Brownsville and points beyond.

300 Are Homeless.
IRONTON, Ohio, March 16.—Three hun-
dred people were driven from their homes
today when the Ohlo reached a stage of

b66.2 feet. The river is rising two Inches an
hour, and a stage of 58 feet Is expected.

Rising at Cincinnati.
CINCINNATI, March 16.—At 4 a.m. the
stage of the river at Cincinnati was 57.3
feet, a rise of 4 feet.

Losses in Ohio.
Bpecial Dispatch to The Star.

COLUMBEBUS, Ohlo, March 18, —Thirty-six
lives have been lost in tae floods In Ohio
to date, with several score of sufferers
gtill unaccounted for. The losses in other
parts of the Ohio valley add thirty-three
to this death roll, with a property damags
that will probably exceed $10,000,000. Two
hundred and fifty thousand people are
homeless, most of them destitute, and hun-
dreds actually starving, especlally among
the foreigners In the Ohlo and West Vir-
ginia mine districts. All Ohio railroads ara
crippled, and the loss to railroad property
will alone run into millions, The Ohio
river at Ironton today drove 300 people
from their homes.

The losses in Ohlo as reported up to
noon are: Mingo Junction, 1u; Chillicothe,
2; Athens, 6: Gloucester, 3; Bridgeport, 4;
Marietta, 2; Zanesville, 4; Circleville, 4; Sa-
bina, 1.

Louisville Confident.

LOUISVILLE, Ky., March 16.—The Ohio
river, which has been rising rapidly for
three days, today invaded Shippingport and
that section of the city known as the “‘Cut-
«ff. Mayor Barth has notified all resi-
dents of the “Cut-off’’ to leave their homes
at once, and the board of public safety today
ordered firemen and details of police, with
a number of patrol wagons, to go to the
threatened sections and remove the people
by force if necessary. The crest of the
flood is expected some time Monday, when
a stage of forty feet, just one foot lower
than the January flood, is predicted by the
local weather bureau. The water Is not
expected to do much damage to the business
secticn, but it is already half way to Main
street on 4th street.

Serious in Cincinnati.

CINCINNATI, Ohio, March 18.—At the
rate of a little more than one-tenth of a
foot an hour the Ohio river continued to
rise throughout the night, and today
there was no indication of any immediate
relief from the flood, which has crept up

over the lowlands and into cellars and
houses. That the river will pass sixty
feet when the crest arrives here tomor-
row seems certain, and fears are ex-
pressed that the 63.1 feet reached in Jan-
uary may be passed. Reports from up
the river give little hope to those whose
property is in danger.

Portsmouth Inundated.
PORTSMOUTH, Ohlo, March 16.—Back
water forced its way into the north end of
the city today by a levee, which was weak-

| ened by the January flood, giving way. The

water spread over an area of five squares,
but the people had vacated thelr hemes in
advance. The levee in the extreme north
end of the city and one in the west end
are still intact, but cannot hold out much
longer, and a large part of the city Is sure
to be flooded. The east end defenses pro-
tecting the main part of the city will
hold. The city pumping station is under
water and the shoe factorles and other
plants have been forced to suspend opera-
tions. Water is on the ground floors of
the Front street wholesale houses. The
Portsmouth Steel Company’'s plant and
other industries between here and Scioto-
ville have shut down.

Situation at Parkersburg.

PARKERSBURG, W. Va., March 18—
With a stage of 51.4 feet the river came to
a stand here today. The water Is on Mar-
ket street nearly five blocks from the river
channel. Conslderable inconvenience was
caused by several hundred telephones being
put out of commission, water having leaked
into the cables. Two of the afternoon pa-
pers were today without gas or electric
power,

FIRE FOLLOWS FLOOD

EIGHT SYRIANS KILLED NEAR
WHEELING.

WHEELING, W. Va., March 18.—Panle-
stricken, as a result of an explosion and
fire at the Warwick pottery works in the
flooded district early today, eight persons,
all children but three, lost their lives by
jumping from the windows of their homes
into the waters of the flood and drowning
before they could be rescued. The names:

Mike Bretries, married, aged thirty years.

Anna Nesbit, aged twenty years.

Charles Holman, watchman.

Allen Bretrles, aged nine years

Simon Allis, aged two years.

George Badsay, aged ten years.

Thomas Badsay, aged five years.

Effie Nimas, aged three years.

Surrounding the pottery is a colony of
Syrians. The explosion occurred about 1
o'clock this morning, and was followed im-
mediately by fire, which enveloped the en-
tire plant in a few minutes and threatened
adjoining property. Fearing death in the
flames, the frenzled forelgners leaped from
the windows into the - water and were
drowned.

The police worked heroically and rescued
many of the Syrians from the water, but
the eight named are known to have gone
down. So far all efforts to recover the
bodles have been without avail.

The pottery was completely destroyed,
and the four-story building of the Wheeling

stamping works was badly damaged. The
loss was about $100,000.

BIG LONDON FIRE.

Damage of $1,000,000 Done in Three
Hours.

. LONDON, March 16.—Three big ware-

houses In the Finsbury district, London's

busiest industrial center, were gutted by

fire this morning, causing damage to the

amount of about $1,000,000.

Starting in Featherstone street, in the
premises of Cox & Co., hat manufacturers,
the flames, fanned by a strong wind, jump-
ed the street and enveloped the establish-
ment of the Maxime Company, wood turn-
ers, and spread to the adjoining warehouses
of Green & Co., thoe manufacturers. Ow-
ing to the strength of the wind, it appear
for a time as though the whole ﬁock :%
adjoining property would be devastated,
but after three hours’ hard work the fire-
men gained control of the situation,

Mine Explosion at Greeno.
RICHMOND, Va., March 16—From Wise

‘Court House it is reported that a serious

gas explosion occurred this morning in the
mine of the Bond Coal Company at Greeno,

| troops at the exposition, has

e

UTGPIA BURNED OUT

Upton Sinclair’s Co-Operative
Colony Destroyed.

ONE WORKMAN WAS KILLED

Several of the Residents Were Severe-
1y Injured.

-

DUE T0 A DETECTIVE GAS PIPE

——

The Loss Will Be About $35,000—
The Fouse Was Wholly Destroyed
~—Fifty Are Homeless.

ENGLE“'!'_I{Ih. N. J., March 16.—By the
burning of Helicon, Hall, the home of the
Upton Sinclair co-operative colony, today
one man, Lester Briggs, a carpenter of
Providence, R. 1., was killed and eight of
the colonists were injured in Jjumping from
windows. Mrs. Grace McGowan Cooke, a
well-known writer of short stories, is he-
lieved to have suffered fatal injuries, and
her sister, Miss Alice McGowan, also a
writer, and Miss Leonie Feictenberg, cook
of the colony, are badly injured.

The financial loss Is estimated at $135,000,
Fifty-five members of the colony anid worke
ers employed by them occupied the build-
ing, which was a three-story structure lo-
cated on a hilltop and formerly used as a
school for boys.

An explosion of gas which occurred on
the main floor started the fire about dawn
today. As there were no fire escapes, and
exit by the stalrways was cut off by fire,
the colonists, including men, women and
children, jumped f{rom the windows. The
men who were first to go attempted to
catech the women and children in blan=-
kets used as fire nets, but Mrs. Cooke, Miss
McGowan and some of the others were bad-
ly injured by striking against a coping in
their fall. A number of the colonists
escaped by ropes or by jumping only a
short distance from the roof of a porch.
1nose most seriously injured were taken to
Englewood Heoespital. The bullding was to-

tally destroyed.

Five persons injured by jumping from

windows wele tuken to the hospitiy, They
are:
Miss Helen Knowles, assistan! house-

keeper at Helicon Hall, burned about the
face and injured in jumping.

Mre. Grace McGowan Cook, writer of
short stories, bruised and perhaps injured
internally®

Miss Alice Mctiowan, back injured, and
suffering from shock.

James MceNIiff, burned about the fuce and
neck.

Miss Leonie Fichtenberg, burned on face
and body and suffering from shock.

Mrs. Henrietta D, Kimball, illustrator,
suffering from shock, taken to hospital.

Some of the members of the colony, In
anticipation of fire, had provided them-
selves with improvised fire escapes of rope
which were uscd to good advantage in low-
ering some of the children and women
from the windows. Those who were in-
jured walked barefoot through the snow
to near-by cottages where they were cared
for. .
On investigation it appeared that the ex-
plosion was the result of leaking gns. Mrs,
Cook discovered the fire. The fire had
come so near her door that she had no time
to dress herself, but fled clad only in her
night robe to the latticed tower, not far
from the main huilding, seeking the bell
rope. It was gone, 80 she climbed up hand
over hand fifty feet to the top, where she
seized the rope and rang the alarn.

ROOSEVELT FOR EXECUTOR.

Named in Will Bequeathing Quarter
of a Million to Uncle Sam.
Special Dispateh to The Star.

ROCHESTER. N. Y., March 16.-By the
will of the late James H. Hooker, who died
at his home on Portland avenue in this
city, an estate of about a quarter of a mil-
Hon dollars is bequeathed to the United

States government, and President Roose-
velt 1s named as executor and the cabinet
members are to be trustees of the fund for
the betterment of the army and navy. Mor=-
rison H. McMuath is attorney for the r-sta.!te.
rela-

Although there are no immediate
tives, there are thirteen nephews §nd
nieces. Prof. It. M. Kendrick of the Unl-

versity of Rorhester and Fred H. Benja-
min of Batavia, N. Y., two of the nephews,
have engaged a lawyer to contest the will
on the grounds of mental Incapacity. Capt.

Hooker's head was affected during the
civil war, when a cannon exploded near
him.

Capt. James H. Hooker was horn in
Rochester in 1832, His father, Alexander
A. Hooker, served In the war of 1812, The
captain was his only son. He reccived &

college education, and after a while he
tock up the nursery business, later remove
ing to Wellington, Ill.,, where he purchased
a farm. When the eivil war broke out he
was one of the organizers of Company B,
s0th Illinois Infantry, known as the Flor-
ence Rifles, He received his commission In
1861, but on account of fll health he re-
tired and eame to this city, where hie spent
the rest of his life in peace.

Trouble With Longshoremen.
HAMBURG, March 18.—The shipping
companies here are having much trouble
with the longshoremen Imported from Eng-
land to take the place of the locked-out
men. One hundred and eighty of the Eng-

lishmen were sent home today, afler they
had refused to work, and seventy more of
them demand $1.75 per day and free board.

Pleaded Guilty to Conspiracy.
LIMA, Ohlo, March 16.—The Lima Heat-
ing and Plumbing Company, D. L. Bowers,
E. E. Tuttle, E. L. Canteny, T. B. Johns
and Charles Ashton, members of the so-
called Allen county plumbers' trust, pleaded
guilty today to conspiracy against local
trade, and asEed for sentence. The court
fined each 0 and costs. Indictments
against associates of these firms were
nolled. The first test case was on the crim-
inal docket for Monday.

Troops for Jamestown.

In accordance with the provisions of gen-
eral orders ‘from the War Department the
234 Infantry, from Madison barracks and
Fort Ontarlo, New York, will proceed to
Jamestown, Va., to arrive at'the designated
camp ground there not later than April 24,
1907, to participate in the Jaméstown ter-
centennial exposition.

Gen. Grant, commanding the department
of the east, who will command all the
detailed Capg.
J. L. Hines, 23d Infantry, as chief quarter-
master, Capt. Jullus N. Killian, commis-
sary, as chief commissary, and Maj. Chas.
E. Woodruff, surgeon, as chief surgeen

‘and chlef sanl officer at the camp as
Jamestown. b =

-



