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Maj. Wm. M. Sidert.
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G-HT4.7- things are expected of th

reorganized isthmian canal com

mission. As at present consti
tuted It is designed as a practi
cal, working body, and it is cor

fidentiy predicted that, under its dlrectlor
the "dirt will fly" faster and li. greate
quantities thftn at any previous period 1:
the history of the great undertaking. On
decidedly new feature of the present or

ganization is that all its members will b<
expected to live on the isthmus and person
ally superintend the canal work at th
various points where It is in progress.

Commission as Now Organized.
The commission as now organized con

sists of Mr. John F. Stevens, chairman
Ueut. Col. George W. Goethals, Corps o

Engineers. Major David DuB. Gaillard
Corps of Engineers; Major William M. Si
bert. Corps of Engineers; Commander H
K. Rosseau, civil engineer, U. S. N.; Co!
William.C. Gorgas. surgeon. U. S. A., chie
anitary officer; Mr. Jackson Smith, heac
of the department of labor and quarters
Wiih the exceDtion of Commander Ros
seau. all the members of the commissioi
are now on the isthmus, prepared to en
gage In the work Intrusted to them. CommanderRosseau sailed from New York &
few days ago for Colon.

It Is the belief of the administration thai
If uractleal results are to be accomplished
the work must be done on the isthmus,
and not In Washington. There seems to be
no disposition to be other than fair tc
those gentlemen who were formerly membersof the commission, but the President
and nis advisors nave learned several
things In connection with the digging ol
the big ditch since the purchase money
was paid down and the organization of the
great system was begun. One of these
things Is that unless the men clothed with
authority to direct the canal construction
are on the isthmus practically all of the
time the work, regardless of how efficientlythe Washington end of the project
is handled, will drag In one way or another.That Is one reason why the detal
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Early Ncrtliwest Voyages.
Khim 11»»* "< i-ii! ut t.

Beginning with the American diseoverie
of John «'iilxit in ll'.i", the search for thi
north*.-;. passage was for many years thi
object of rival expeditions from Denmark
Kngland. 1'ianie and Portugal. It wa

1'iobiaher. however. who in I37B-78 flrn
Ku\c a distinct national character to th<
<|ileHt. John Davis of Davis Strait folljwei
In thrt' vojaifcs. I.V».VS8, and then. In Hll'J
r.inie the illustrious and hapless Hen r;
Hudson. whose motto was that explorer:
should "a< hit vp what they hail under
taken <>i- else give reasons wherefore i
will not he." The search from the Atlanth
fciiie closed for two centuries with the voy
aft" of a great seaman, William Baffin, who
in a tiny boat of flfty-flve tons, with a mis
table equipment, but an undatinted heart

attained, in WW, the highest north In tlx
western hemisphere, 7" degrees 45 minute!
N., and discovered three radiating sounds
Jones. Smith ami t^incaster. the last beinj
the eastern entrance to ttM long-sough
.gUMge.
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Ex-Senator Blackburn.
t (Copyright by Cllnedinst.)

j of army engineers to the jolr has met with
l such seemingly universal approval.

The army engineer Is accustomed to being
s sent here and there at the will of his su

Deriors. Hp is in thp hnhlt nf malrintr th«
best of things, not of finding fault with
every detail that does not exactly meet his
ideas and Ideals. In addition to this, the

' President, in common with many of the
most prominent engineers of the country

I who practice their profession from the
I Vfl.ntfl.rp rrnnnil r\f nlvll Ufa Koo *>« KlrrV>.- . O p . V* IIOO IUC 411 t,U

est sort of respect for the ability of the big
men of the army engineer corps, of whom
Lieut. Col. Goethals and Maj. uaillard arc
two. These officers were selected becausc
of their peculiar' fitness for the position.
Both stand high as engineers, and It Is be1lieved by the President and the adminlsTO

COP
the house and confess they know nothing
about the matter and "won't you pleasefix It up."
And yet the entire matter of such

constant and practical utility Is very easy
to understand and easier still to employ
when once acquired. As for those whose
work Is of a professional nature.ministers
with their weekly announcements, tracts,
pamphlets and sermons; lawyers with their
briefs and countless forms pertaining to
every branch of the work; physicians with

i treatises, and chairmen of committees, club
wumen, icauers 01 leagues, promoters 01 re- l

r ligious, social and industrial enterprises ]

f w
Jfl ) ^ashi
T/ 1
. I As an adv

_/ vestment Wuhl
y- / \ tttrutive field.
/^y ) Ina'torNpoln^a |

. I embraced In t)
V ) f~and the com
"« I Maryland and

1 capital of our
I government ^ai

J0f ' tellicence and

y / m> an annual i

_ \ aOO.OOOArfpreaen© j countrj

(in coniparh
m / population It

~JS largest body of
*/ / of any clty^^TII\ <lmmonfyam r\l ai

* / B&lar^s reach a

KH 0/\ |2^<».000A The!
5 ) jfforithly, assurl

/culatlon of $1,:
v » >/ )/ ' week^ in wint

i( 1300.000 monthl;

| /\ salary clrculatlc

**/'!( Wgshingtoi
.r" / / manufacturing i
/' I I flUhmenta etui

' J paid people^t ii
j dence city of

* I J of *11 foreign r
"/ / becoming me at
* \ and cultured pe
/c / / of this Country,

' ) ^It Is the only
1 be thoroughly c<
1 newspaper.
I /

«i/ ( The^Evei
i /is aeiiverea into m<

t of the white ljam] Any other advertit
I largely dup.lcation.

Evils in High Hats.
From I he rtiiladelpbla North American,

s A French physician has been making exeperlments to prove that the wearing of high
e hafs is injurious. They cause an abnormal

temperature In the heart. To carry out nin
s tests he has had thermometers inserted in
t the crowns of the high hats of <\ number of
e his friends, and also carried one in his own

i hat. The observations he made of the rec'ords of his own thermometer wfcre borno
>' 'lut almost Invariably by those In the liats
s of his friend*.

In the early morning, when the doctor was
' -L *1-1- -J n,hIU »li

WUlKlJig III [lie uuia Ut: ovuji/bii^, n tint nit

shade temperature was 77 degre« s. the instrumentinside the hat registered !10 degrees.At noon, when the outer air was at
JO degrees, the temperature inside the hat
was 108 degrees. In the evening, with a cool

! breeze at tSS degrees blowing, the top hat
, temperature was 88 degrees. The doctor as;serts that this unnatural beating of the
t head eausos many nervous diseases and affectionsof the brain.

ANAMA CANAL
John F. Stevens, Chairman.
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Col. W ,mC. Gorges.

tration authorities that the army training
these gentlemen have at their fingers' ends
will do a great deal toward smoothing out
the kinks in the administrative system on
the isthmus, which, already great. Is destinedto be one of the most enormous
forces ever employed on any sort of work
in the history of national undertakings.
Mr. Stevens, who has resigned the positionof chief engineer, will remain on the

Isthmus a few days longer, lrf order to assistthe army engineers who have been assignedto work on the canal in becoming
familiar with current constructive opera-
lions. «joi. uoethals will succ.ed him as
chief engineer and also as chairman of the
commisstwn, and will be the actual administrativehead of the commission. Former
Senator J. C. S. Blackburn of Kentucky

d t
avu.v-1 i r
with entertainments, lcctures or investmentson their hands.all awl eacli at a
moment's notice find themselves as much
involved in the technicalities of proofreadingas though they were professional contributorsto papers and magazines or even
book makers. One only weed stop a moment
to contemplate the raagnKfcde and number
of the great printing establishments, irre-
specttve of the publishing houses, to obtain
some Idea of the amount of matter dailybeing ordered by the general public.
To acquire skill in the use of the proofreaders'symbols it Is only necessary to

become acquainted with the characters,
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Motor Bus.
From the Loudon Chronicle.
The age of liurry appears to have aged

the motor omnibus, and we learn that many
scores of them arc resting.having started
life, a? It were, too young. Dividends are

sinking, and to the average waiter for the
i *.ii." n............ .Irl;n

iiiuiur uiuiiiuua na tciu^uicii ^ ucticj/auuc as

obvious. A night or two ago this writer
waited (witii a wife who is adamant against
the horse-omnibus) for twenty minutes at a
point where there is supposed, to be a fiveminuteservice But from all eternity, one
supposes, the omnibuses came in flightslikesea gulls pecking and squabbling. One
would welcome a certain regularity.
But the hurry has hurried up, and, Just

before the motor 'bus picks up her skirts
and eludes you, you may notice tho conductor'selision. South Kensington naturallydrons to "South Ken." But what is a

poor man to do with "Brompton Oratory"
in a hurry? There is a vanguard conductor
who has reduced it to one syllable. The
mere bungler would call it "Brorry." No
machine In this offlce could spell it.as tho
conductor rctfuces it.in a single syllable.

COMMISSION.
MaJ. D. DuB Gaillard.

iHHIBr <« ' ~~ l^j
J

|___
rdopTRRRT 1907 (J.WLD1NJT /(oj

'..^gjj^B jlskt

Jl5T0,^,^C59TwW^, ^^^

Jackson Smith.

becomes a member of the commission on
the retirement of Mr. Stevens. He Is now
In this city and will start for Colon In a
short time.
Thj present plant contemplates the gatheringof the members of the commission on

the Isthmus within the shortest possible
space of time and an immediate getting
down to business. The President is anxious
to have reports come from the isthmus
which will show to the people of the countrythat not only is the work of the canal
being "organized," "whipped into shape,"
made "ready for the real work," and all
that sort of thing, but that the dirt Is actuallyflying.not just snerely beginning.at
a satisfactory rate. Of course, the work on
the Culebra cut, the Ifete noir of the
French company's plans, has been going on

'ROOF.
which are In the main self-explanatory. It
is, however, much easier to flx the marks
in the mind when examined In connection
with a piece of corrected copy and by so
doing discover their actual bearing. There
is nothing new and unexpected about the
proof reader's symbols, in fact, every one
has no doubt seen them casually in the
uppenuix 01 large dictionaries, DUl wnai
one wants Is a handy card near at hand or
in full view, small enough not to take up
much desk room, and just such a card Is
now ready for distribution by The Evening
Star Information Bureau, room 100, Star
Building.
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Winter's Herring Catch.
from the Ottawa Citizrn.
The Canadian commercial agent at St.

Tohn's, reporting to the trade and commercedepartment, says that the total
catch of winter herring In Newfoundland
was valued at $452,144, of which the catch
of American vessels represented $288,590,
and of the Canadian and Newfoundland
vessels $1S3,348, an increase on the part
of the latter and a decrease for the Americans,as compared with previous years.

Faint Hearted Modern Lovers.
From the Woman at Homo.
The average modern young man cares

only for "tame rabbit coursing." lie laborsunder some new-fangled delusion that
It is undignified to woo unless you're more
tlian half sure of winning. Naturally, the j
sport is dull both to pursuer and pursued. {
The dainty art of courtship is nearly/for-jgotten. 1

Admiral H. H. Rousseau.

^ IrJ
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for several months at a pretty fair rate, but
It is the plan under the present Idea to
recruit the labor strength.whether the
ditch Is dug by contract or otherwise.up to
»Kn mn vlmlim 'i 11,1 fn lracn Viinp-a m/MTI n .r of

a lively rate all along the line, it is expectedthat soon after the new commission
gets together on the Isthmus that a big Improvementwill be noted. That Is the Idea
of the President and his advisers, at any
rate, and they do not anticipate being disappointed.

The Problem to Be Solved.
One of the problems connected with the

work engaging special attention at this
time is the construction of test locks at the
site of the Gatum dam. It haB been representedthat the soil at the proposed foundationof these locks Is of such an insecure
and treacherous nature that it will not be
possible to build locks of sufficient strength

withstand th#» nrpRsurfi tn which thev
would be subjected. In order to determine
that question large test pits have been
constructed and will be personally Inspectedby Secretary Taft and a committee of
distinguished civil engineers, Messrs. John
Freeman of Rhode Island, John Noble, Illinois.and Frederick Stearns of Massachusetts.These gentlemen will sail from
Charleston on the cruiser Columbia next
Sunday and are due on the Isthmus about
the 1st of April. They will be met at
Colon by all the members of the commissionnow on the isthmus and given every
facility for a thorough Inspection of the
work, so far as it has progressed, and particularlythe foundations for the proposed
lockB of the Gatum dam as disclosed by
the deep excavations made along the site
of the dam.
The detail of army engineers to the

Panama canal work has been highly commendedby many people interested In the
project, as It Indicates to them the purposeof the authorities to prosecute the
work steadily and continuously, and to

I* «n<.nIUlA * 1, . n#
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the past caused by frequent changes in the
organization of the body charged with the
work.

Why Farmers Grow Old Early.
From Harper's.
Any one who has lived on a farm does not

iceu 10 ue ioia tiic reason, ror ne Knows or
the strain under which the American farmer
lives during the Ave months of spring and
Bummer. His workday is from 4 or 5 In
the morning until 8 or 9 at night, Including
chores.fifteen to seventeen hours of the
hardest kind of physical labor, and every
minute of it at high tension, especially duringharvest. Then comes a period of relaxationin the fall, the one time in the year
when he has Just enough muscular exercise
to keep him In health. Later, the winter
season, approaching stagnation, in which he
LaAco vii iicou, bui° J i auu men Kb

furious debauch of hard labor through the
spring and summer again. No wonder that
by forty-five he has had a sunstroke and
"can't stand the heat," or has "a weak
back." or his "heart gives out," or a chill
"makes him rheumatic," and when you add
to this furlous»muscular strain the fact that
the farmer sees his income put In peril
every season, and his very home every bad
year, so that each unfavorable change In
the weather sets his nerves on edge, It can
be readily imagined that the real "quiet,
peaceful country life" is something sadly
different from the ideal.

ft. TT__.ll.nt IntAV
" i UU^fllMUIp MVbVA*

From Harper's Weekly.
A well-known American actor, who is old

enough not to consider himself a matinee
Idol by any means, was somewhat surprisedand pleased In a St. Louis hotel a

short time ago, when a pretty girl stopped
him in the corridor and presented him with
a rose, without saying a word. He was

more surprised and less pleased to receive
a note the following day reminding him of
the incident, and asking him to send the
giver of the flower two seats at the theater
in wmcn ne was piaying as a memento ot
the occasion."
"My dear young lady," the actor replied,

waxing sarcastic as he realized what had
been the object of the attention he had been
paid, "I would be glad to send you the seats
you ask for, but, on consultation with the
manager of the theater, I have been Informedthat the seats are all fastened
flown, and that he is opposed to having
Ihem sent away as so-uvenirs in any event,
so that you will have to be contented with
an autograph for a souvenir of your benev.« n A ji>.. J »»
Dicnce Ui yeaieruay juaicau.

Pear to Admit Identity.
From tUe Boston' Herald.

"It's really alarming liow hard It is gettingto be nowadays to get a person to 'admithis Identity to a stranger," said a businessman the other day. "Now, I have a
perfectly legitimate line which draws me to
i middle class of people and those who are
on the edge of so-called society. I go to
their paces of business. Some of them I
know by sight. I go up to them and ask if
Mr. So-and-So Is in. knowlnz at tho iim^

le is the man I am looking: for. Half the
time the man will reply: 'No. he's out just
now, but X will take the message.'
"When he tlnds out my business he generallylaughingly admits his identity and

says he thought I was a representative of
So-and-So. I suppose this is the result of
the modern way of living on the installment
plan, with collectors at our heels."

Pieric Acid for Burns.
Prom the Chicago Tribune.
Put your finger in the fire and it need not

burn. Chance led to the discovery o£ a

remedy which instantly will cause burns
to cease from being painful and also causes
injured flesh to at al with miraculous speed.
Dr. Thierry, a physician in the Paris

Charity Hospital, wan in the habit of using
picric acid as an antiseptic, so that his
hands were Impregnated with the solution.
3ne day in lighting a cigarette he dropped
a portion of the burning match in his hand,
but instead of feeling it he noticed not the
slightest pain.
A short time afterward while sealing a

letter some of the burning wax stuck to ills
finger, and though it cauterized the skin, he
felt nothing. He began a series of experimentsin healing burns with a saturated
solution of picric acid. AIL pain instantly
was suppressed. After having bathed the
wound in a solution of this acid blisters did
not form and a cure was effected after four
jr five days.
Thfl onlv inconvenience was thAt the

colored the skin yellow. But this is rapidly
remedied by washing with boric acid. The
cheapness of picric acid and the ease with
which a proper solution is prepared have
induced many Parisian manufacturers to
place Jars withlu easy reach ot their workmen.
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WINE IN CHINESE POETRY.

Counsel of Early Writers to a TemperancePeople.
from IDC anunguai ucia;ui/>

No one coming from western lands would
think of accusing the Chinese people of In-
temperance In the use of intoxicants. Perhapstheir present sobriety In this respect
is due to their national vice of opium smoking,and if so. there Is an additional argu-
ment In favor of letting what Is compara-
tively well alone, for of the two we take it
as proved that the evils of alcohol out-
weigh those of .opium. But whether that
be so or not. it Is certain that if the
Chinese race as a rule Is sober it is not
for want of poetry in praise of wine. In
fact, there seems no lack of evldenco for 1
the assertion that In times gone by China
has known to her sorrow what overin-
dulgence in potent beverages is capable of
producing. As early as tlio eleventh cen- i

tury before the Christian era we.flnd Wen i

Wang, a celebrated ruler in what Is now i
the province of Shansl. laying down the
law that "wine." meaning thereby distilled
Bplrlts. should be reserved for sacrificial i

purposes only, on the gronud that all na- (
tlonal calamities had their origin In the ,

ITillC V-Vl \f. |
I*ater on the poets seem to have forgotten

this sag:e command, and, like Omar Khayyam.were not ashamed to counsel all and
sundry to drown their sorrows in the cup.
Time is Inexorable, and in Tain
Against his miglit the holiest mortal strives;

Can we then hope this precious boon to gain,
By strange elixirs to prolong onr lives?

Oh, rather quaff good liquor while we may.
And dress in silk and satin every day.
So writes an anonymous scribe in the

first century B.C. Here is another of a
later date:

Here Is wine, let us sing;
For man's life is short ,

Borrows are hard to lorgSt,
What shall make us forget them?1
Wine, and only wine. J

wiles tens 118 UIUI tvaiiK i-o, a mt'ui >uuu

poet, "after having prepared a quantity of
ink ready for use would drink himself tipsy
ana lie down with his face covered up. On
waking he would seize his pen and write
oft verses. not a word of which needed to
be changed." LI Po. another celebrated
poet, perhaps China's greatest, was a wild
Bohemian. lie says:

Though the moon rannot gn allow
Her share of IIn1 grog.

And my shadow must follow (
Wherever I JogYettln-ir friendship I'll borrow,
And gajly carouse.

And laugh may borrow
While- springtime aliuws.

And again:
What Is life, after all. twit a dream?
Aud why abould aucb potber be made?

Better far to be tipsy 1 deem.
And doze all day Ions In tbc sbado.

Another poet of a slightly later date lias <

the usual experience of such as follow the
advice of Li fo. .tie wines:

I neck to drown my consciousness
In wine, alas! In vatu;

Oblivion passes <]iilckl>'
And my griefs begin again.

On one occasion a poet was desired by a

lady acquaintance to favor the company
with a sonnet. He excused himself on the
plea that ,he had taken too much wine to
write poetry, whereupon she retorted that
"It was after a gallon of wine that Li Po
dashed off a hundred sonnets and so gained
a name which will live a thousand generations."
These extracts might easily be multiplied

many times over. We must content ourselveswith but one more. »o modern that

ality." m*}IIATOJ.qui > *

§V«»0TOH.I, ' '

fi i

j quinn, |a Avenue N. W.

mDVERTISING is a
PROMISE. It is also a

CONTRACT. When we
*

agree to do certain things
we have to "make good." Otherwisewe lose the confidence and
faith of our patrons.
The principle we adopted in

1896, when CASCARETS
CANDY CATHARTIC were put
on the market, was to make no

was not characterized by PURITY
that we could always DELIVER

aw, and our PROMISE has always

fer our friends in our advertising,
RETS only ONCE! We promised,
ittle candy tablets, if faithfully tried,
Bowel Medicine ever placed before
for their effects as nature herself.
[SE we have never failed to fulfill,
riendship of millions of the Ameri;reliable quality of our product.
induce the reader to try Cascarets >
lent, it means a BROKEN PROM- ^
s patronage. I he fact that at the
>f boxes of Cascarets are sold every i
Purity of Promise'^ and have deliv'

\
rlcnn people behind oar eta tomenta, to accept oar
rnonal and family medicine for all STOMACH
r onH all ita nnmnlIna (Inna Uaaals

and Bowel*. Casrarets will trengthfn tlie wall*
actly as nature Intended them to do.NO VIOthat

Caacareta will proa to be a treat PRBtroydlaaaae germs all fhiongh the FOOD-CHANDerfecteleanntne nieitna for the iwuW
el" and Caacarete will belp yon to do It and

roar drufglst TODAT ai.d boy a little 10c. box.
TOU ASK.THE GENUINE! TM

It goes back but a couple of centuries. The
most popular of modern poets is Yuan Tie.
and he has the further honor of having
written a very excellent cookery book, from
which we cull our final extract:
"I am not much of a wine drinker, hut

this makes me all the more particular.
Wine Is like scholarship; It ripens with age,
and It Is best from a fresh opened Jar. Tlia
top of the wine jar. the bottom of the teapot,as the saying has It."
We may now come back to the point from

which we started and aak, Whence Chinese
sobriety? We may further point to Chinese
experience as some encouragement for
those who hope to see Improvement in these
matters In the west. Individual Chinese
still get drunk: but so far as we know, nobodyamong them seems to follow the
teaching of the poets to boast of It.

The Basis of Naval Power.
From the Engineering Msgnzlne.
What constitutes an efficient navy? Not

ships, guns and machinery alone or even

3hlefly, but thoroughly trained, zealous and
sfBclent officers and men. The ships of Cert-era'sfleet In 1S08 were considered by aome

good Judges to be superior to those commandedby Sampson, yet they were utterly
ii'l npd nut f 11 fl fpw hnnra Whnt a r« tha

irital elements of personnel efficiency? Good
engineers, good gunners and good seamen,
rhese are the men we must have If the nationIs to derive full value for the millions
that It has spent and is spending on the
Ueet.
It has been stated so often that It Is be-

juuiiiiK inie, uui ii in neverineieu a0B0lutelytrue, that a warship is a great floatingmachine, and obviously the men who
can maintain its efficiency must he skilled
In the knowledge and practice of handling
machinery; In other words, they must ho
engineers. The progress in naval developmenthas been such that apart from tho
medical and the accountant officers all othersspend most of their time in directing
men whose chief work is with machinery
of some kind. Even guns of small caliber
are Intricate mechanisms, and the great
suns wnii ineir turrets ure aggregations or

machinery of a very powerful and complicatedkind. The torpedoes and their anctl- »

larles are likewise delicate and complicated
machines. When we come to submarines.
even the air for respiration may depend 011
machinery. These are all mentioned as
showing: how thoroughly the work which
lias always tieen the province of the deck
officer has become engineering work. It
must be obvious, therefore, how accurate
ivas the statement of President lioosevelt
(when assistant secretary of the navy) in
IMI7 that "on the modern war vessel every
officer has to be an engineer whether he
crants to or not."

Queen Helen's Courage.
From Home Correspondence I-oudon Telegrtpli.
A little hunting Incident of which Queen

Helena of Italy wai the heroine has leaked
jut some days after the event.
8he accompanied the king to Castle Porrianoto shoot. The weather was Intensely

?old, so a big; bonfire was built, around
which tho royal party gathered.
Suddenly the Marquis Calabrinl, a royal

Kjuerry. as a Joke jumped over the flaming'
)ile. His garments took fire, and all pres:ntlost their heads except the queen, who
hrew herself on the marquis, tore the burnngparts of his clothes away, unheeding
he danger, and choked the flames with her
;lr I rt ft *

By special order of the queen tlila was
cept quiet, but one person, struck by her
:ouraitc and coolness, could not forbear ex.
>resstnff his admiration, and thus tbe IncW
lent got out.


