PART,

EDITORIAL

1 The Sundiny

e

WASHINGTON, D. _0., SUNDAY MORN]_NG,_ MARCH 17, 1907.

z— =

HAS A LEVER IN SUEL ;

Sultan May Repeal Charter of
Canal Company.

WHAT IT WOULD MEAN

‘Why the Powers Never Carry Out War
Threats

EXPLAINED BY A DIPLOMAT

The Complicated Politics Surrounding

the Enterprise—Opposition Between
France and England.

Recent special dispatches In The Star,
eoming directly from Constantinople, indi-
eate that another demonstration is about to
be paraded at the doors of Turkey, on ac-
eount of Abdul Hamid's unwillingness to
consent to another demand of a European
power. The preparations for the naval
demonstration, or the demonstration itself,
are not of sufficient Importance to be taken
up as worthy of consideration. What is ex-
traordinary In these pageants, authorized
at different times by all the great poOwers,
s their Imevitable return to their respective
ports without having ac complished any-
thing save the amusement of the sultan, or
his subordinates, if he be not present. It is,
therefore, evident that a good reason must
exist for such empty-handed returns. It
never could be charged that any fleet which
has gone to the Bosphorus was not power-
ful enough to destroy every port and eoast
village in European Turkey. But not even
an ordinary rifie was ever shot on these
occasions. The cannon were all polished,
but the ammunition remained in the hold.

A Star reader wants to know what this
fmportant mystery is. The question “luq
Propo undul to a prominent dl[’:lomat w I.U
answered: “The Suez canal .'l’hvr_t:in”lits
the generally accepted explanation. Then
he added:

questlon Is one seldom considered,
mm I g n gnll to glh you some facts con-
ern » it which will correct erroneous im-

I

;n L The powers have often threat-
eneid to seize a Turkish port or blockade
the Dardanelles. If sm-':'. a .hing is ever at-
tempted, 1 ne more may be expected of
the sultan a ll Jflant stand: but the
powers will : to carry out their
threats be hey know that the |‘IiI'.'}' of
Turkey eal the charter of 1!11-.t3un:z
CAan y i 1ld held it for redress. The
sult ithority in the canal zone 1s
rl'. ! ire and often forgotten. If he
sho .n‘ de he forfeiture of the char-

ter. the gzer continental
y‘-.»-.-;--: and; for a time,
u" Tans ernment Now re-

cefves probab 10 per cent of all

iIncomes derived by the payment of tolls.
Of course, Abdul Hamid would not do such
a thing 1 3 -esaure should be LrouZzht
to bear 1 n . but the result would se-
riously affect the financial centers of Eu-

rope.
Project Centuries 0ld.

history led '-:' to this condition of
je complicated, but it is Interesting
in view -'r'.’ the troubles and for-

affalr
and timel

tunes e Panama enterprise,” explained
the diplomat. “When M. de Lesseps, the
originator and builder of the Suez canal,
was received Into the French Academy
Ernst Renan. one of the !mmortals, told his

andience that the cutting of the waterway
was one of the dreams of antiquity; that
lL.eibnitz recommended it to Louls XIV, and
that the French directory put it in s pro-
gram when it undertook the expedition to
Egypt. °‘As in the time of Alexander,” sald
Henan, ‘the conguest of arms was a con-
quest of sclence. The day before Christmas
of 1708 our illustrious collengue, Gen. Bona-
parte, left Cairo accompanied by Berthler,
Monge, Berthollet and soveral other mem-
bera of the institute, and of certaln mer-
chants who had ohtalned permission to join
his escort. On the 3uth he found to. the
north of Suez the remains of an anclent ca-
nal and followed it for five leagues; five
days afterward he saw near FBEelbes the
ther extremity of the canal of the Phara-
ohs. The researches of the Egyptian com-
mission were the starting point of all the
subsequent designs. One error only, the be-
lief In an Inequality of the levels of the
two seas—always denied by Laplace and
Fourler—wag mixed with these valuable re-
searches, and It delayed for half a century
the cecution of the work planned by the
hervie engineers of 1798.°

Hostility of Britishers.

“The origin of the present enterprise goes
back to 1854, Mehemet All was in the Lib-
yan desert with 11,000 mden, and his camp
was near lake Mareotis when he was join-
ed by de Lesseps, who had known him In
Parls. I Lesseps abta'ned there and then

the concession of the canal. He made a pre-
liminary exploration of the country with
Mougel and linant Bey, he verified the
0<,":'.l|“\- of the level of

¢ two seas, which
had already been demousirated. =

“Notwithstanding the strenuous opposl-
tion of Lord Stratford de Redeliffe, then
English ambassador at Constantinople, de
lLesseps secured the approbation of the
grand vizier. After some negotiations, it
was agreed between 1the governments of
France and England that the two leave the
affair of the Buez Isthmus to Itself, and
would consider it a mere commercial and
Industrial enterprise. De Lesseps met op-
position in England. l.ord Palmerston was
very hostlile to the project, and his hostility
was felt at Constantinople. After four
years of appeals to public opinion de Les-
seps dared to make an appeal to the Eu-
ropean public. The capital of the com-
pany was fixed at 200,000,i0 francs, in 400,-
) shares of MM francs each. He re-
perved N5, shares to England, Austria
Russia and the Unlted States, while the
rest was offered to the French public. The
emission was covered and the soclety was
legally cuuslilutet‘

“The work to executed extended for
120 kilometers, and five years were judged
necessary for the maritime canal. It s
not easy to Imagine now all the diMculties
with which de Lesseps had to contend,
fiaanclal, technical and economical. Me-
hemet's successor, Said, died in 1563, and
was replaced by Ismall Pasha, who received
the title of khedive. The lalter subsiituted
free labor for the forced lahor or ‘corvee.’
It was thought that this reform would ruin
the company, but the use of improved and
gigantic dredging machines =saved it. The
guration of the ecanal occurred late in
W, with great pomp and In the presence
of nutabilities, Among these were Finpress
F.ugente, the Austrian emperor, Khedive Is-
maull, the Princess of Holland, the heirs

presumptive to the crowns of Russia and i

Netherlands, as well as the Emir Abd-el-
kader
How England Obtained Contrel.

“The financial difficulties became very
great,” continued the diplomat. *“Yet the
receipts rose gradusily. In 1875 Khedive
lsmail, whose expenses had Leen excessive,
gold the 1706802 shares which he possessed
to the English government at the price of

100,000,000 francs, which represented a
value of M8 francs a share. When these

shares were offered to England parilament !
was not in sesslon, but Lonl Beaconsfield

bodly bought them, had them pald for tem- |
porarily by the Rothschilds, and jater ask-
ed t for a bill of indemnity,

he had no difficulty in obtaining. In conse-
quence of this purchase England obtained

a representation on the board of directors.

As the credit of the British government was
such as to enable it to borrow on better
terms—{ per cent being the Rothschilds’ in-
terest—a sinking fund was established,
which actually redeemed the entire cost of
the canal, so that England now holds about
$120,000,000 worth of property for which
nothing has been paid out of the British
treasury.

““The bombardment of Alexandrla in 1882
and the victory of Tel-el-Kebir gave Eng-
land a predominant influence in Egypt. M.
de Freycinet asked the French chamber for
a credit with a view to the protection of the
canal; this credit was refused by 418 votes
to 70 and the French retired from Egyptian
waters. The British became practically the
masters of Egypt, but they did not abuse
their victory with regard to the canal.
Lord Granville at the beginning of the
year 1883 addressed a circular to the great
powers. An international commission was
appointed and sat in Paris. The discus-
slon lasted several years, and a paper was
signed In 1888, in virtue of which the neu-
trality of the canal was formally recog-
nized, Or, rather, the language of the
treaty shows clearly that the powers
agreed to treat the waterway as neutral;
they did not agree to guarantee its neu-
trality.

“¥From the very first the Suez canal was
clothed with an international character,
and the original concession contemplated a
neutral canal. It is a private enterprise,
conducted by foreigners of various na-
tionalities, in territory subject to interna-
tlonal control, and under a concession from
a government too weak to afford adequate
protection, and itself subject to interna-
tional supervision.

A Circle of Authorities.

“Egypt is the land of political fictions.
Technically, the khedive is the well-nigh
absolute ruler, under the suzerainty of the
Sultan of Turkey. In reality, the authority
of the khedive I1s only nominal, while the
actual powers of government are exercised
by England. - Above the sultan, above the
khedive, and above the British govern-
ment, [s the concert of Europe, exercising
an ultimate supervision.

“Protracted negotiation during the dis-
cussions of neptralization gave for the
time being the Impression that it was a
diplomatic duel between England and
France. The main question concerned the
area to be neutralized. France wished to
prohibit all acts of war and ‘all acts di-
rected immediately to the preparation of
an operation of war,” not only in the canal
itself and its ports of access; but also in
f1s aporoaches of the-.canal and. the ter-
rllnriul waters of Egypt.

“‘England, however, sought to restrict, so
far as gossible, the area to be neutralized.
In t she was not actuated solely by a
disinterested regard for  Egypt; but was
wisely seeking to safeguard her own fu-
ture interests. She foresaw that her oc-
cupation of that country might be perma-
nent, and consequently wished to keep as
much territory as possible free from neu-
trality, in order that it might whenever
necessary be utilized by her as a military
base. In this regard she carried her polnt.
But the treaty itself was a futile attempt
to reconcile irreconcilable interests, and all
she has to give her the supremacy in Suez,
whether in theory or in practice, is the
strength of her superlor fleets and her po-
sitlon in hg}pt Gibraltar, Malta, - Perim
and Aden. A R P.

The Nature of Pneumonia.
From the New York Herald,

Pneumonia, usually prevalent at this sea-
son, is at present reaping an almost un-
precedented death harvest. So commonly
are individuals attacked with the malady

that the occurrence provokes little more
than a sad and passing tcoomernt. THe
dizeaze s s=supposed to be always asso-
ciated with cold and Inclement weather,
and we take its infliction as a matter of
course. It is only when it comes home to
us that we realize its gravity and the
usual result which awaits Its 1invasion.
Apparently it must make its dreadful score
during our ever-changing winter climate,
do what we may In the way of preventing
an attack.

In taking chances the more we can learn
of the real nature of the disease, its symp-
toms, tendencies and complications, the
better we may realize the Importance of
such preventlve measures as may be within
ordinary reach. But, most of all, the prop-
er recognition of the earlier symptoms,
giving, as it does, the best hope for treat-
ment, often turns the scale In safe direc-
tions. A main difficulty is that no one can
tell whether or not a given "cold’” will ul-
timately travel to the deeper parts of the
lungs. Thus it happens that no cough,
soreness of chest, chilliness or other evi-
dence of even slisht catarrhal troubles can
be trusted these times. The only hope
rests in the fact that it may go no further.

There can hardly be a doubt, however,
that the prompt use of proper remedlea for
the preliminary “‘cold"” may often save the
day. The older the person the more care-
ful he should be. But when once the
pneumonia gets a falr start it must go to
its finish. It is essentially a self-limited

disease and must progress through its va-

rious stages either to recovery or death.

No matter how much time may be con-
sumed in the preparation for the attack,
the real onset of pneumonia is almost al-
ways abrupt and sudden, and is ushered
im by a long and severe chill, quickly fol-
lowed by pain in the side, shon. painful
cough, hurrled and difficult breathing,
“grunting” expiration, high fever and blood-
tinged expectoration. In the meanwhile
the smaller air tubes in the deeper portions
of the lung are being rapldly clogged by
effusions In nature's effort to counteract
and eventually throw off the infectious
material.

England’s Birth Rate.
From the Loodom Globe,

The report of the registrar-general of
births, marrlages and deaths in England
and Wales for 1805 is Issued as a blue book.
It says that the population of England and
Wales, enumerated at the end of March,
1001, consisted of 32,527,843 persons. From
that date untll the middle of 1805 the num-
ber of births exceeded the number of deaths
by 1,780,576. The estimated pulation In
the middle of 1905 was 34, l-ﬂbg’?

The births reglstered 111 1803 numbered
920,203, and were in the proportion of 27.2
per 1,000 of the total population of both
sexes and all ages; this s the lowest rate
recorded since civll registration was estab-
lished. In the year 1876 the birth rate at-
talned in this country the highest point on
record, viz., 6.3 per 1,000 living; since that
date the ratio has, with trifling exceptions,
steadily fallen, until In the year 1905 it was,
as already stated, no more than 27.2 per
1.000 Ihrlnx The birth rate calculated in this
way was 0.7 per 1,000 below that recorded
in 1904, and was 1.8 per 1,000 below the av-
erage In the ten years msu-lsm.

Bome of the consequences of the decreas-
ing birth rate In this country are modifled
by a decreasing death rate, The deaths reg-
istered in England and Wales during the
yvear 1905 numbered 520,081, and were in
the proportion of 156.2 per 1,000 persons liv-
ing. The rate was the lowest recorded since
civil registration was established.

No Kissing in Church.

Vienna correspond ¢ Lond Express.

Twenty Ruthenian peasants belonging to
Ispas, in Galicla, have been sentenced to
various terms of. Imprisonment from a
week to a month for kissing each other in
church.

A feud had arisen between two parties in
the town, and the priest preached a ser-
mon in which he urged the peasants to
make friends before they came to church
again. They took him at his word, and on
the following Sunday the two hostile par
ties marched up the church side by ude
and kissed the altar. They then aolelnnly
gshook hands, and kissed one another on
both cheeks In the Polish fashion to seal
the reeconcillation.

The kissing scene excited loud laughter
among the members of the congregation
and the priest prosecuted the peasants for
i unseemly conduct in church. The court
held that a church Is ne place for kissing,

» Which ' and found the peasants gullty, .

The Season’s Premier Fashion Event.
The Parker=Bridget Display of Spring Gowns,
Traps, Adillinery and Dress Elccessories,

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday,
- Matrch 18, 19 and 20.

Parker-Bridget Fashion Exhibits must not be judged
by any ordinary standard nor measured by any former
knowledge you may have acquired of contemporary
garment and millinery showings. As all Women’s
Apparel sponsored by Parker, Bridget & Co. is exclusive
and representative of an unique artlstlc standard, so nat-
urally are the Fashion Exhibits distinctly in a class by
themselves The Parker-Bridget connections in the for=
eign fashion capitals of the world open to us all avenues
for the collection -of the finest and most exclusive pros.
ductions in Dress and Millinery. Our store 1s rightly
termed the National Capital’'s University of Fashion.

Achievement, splendid and complete, appears in the
assembled Gowns, Wraps, Tailored Suits, Lingerie
Dresses, Waists and Mll]mery first shown here tomorrow.
This Fashion Exhibit may be regarded as an Occasion
Extraordinaire—one that waill challenge widespread 1n-
terest among all lovers of feminine dress beauty and regal
“dress elegance.

Nowoman can be passably intelligent upon

current fashions of high grade without con-

sulting this exhibition.

France, imperial in the realm of dress, is represented,
together with superb adaptations from Parisian models,
revealing marvelously clever and dainty handicraft such as
only the most skilled dressmakers and mlllmers can produce.

Tt is a Tasbion EBrbibit

In keeping with the Parker-

PARIS | .
Contributars to v Bridget policy - of providing
Millinery Display the best that the world pro-
Mons. Lewis, duces for women whom noth-
Susanne Blum . . .
Mume. Losison ing less will satisfy, as well as
Mme. Blonzel garments and millinery less
I ucy & Gaby
Mons. Heitz-Boyer expensive, in fact, very mod-
Camille Roger i

erate, though distinctly smart
and exclusive, and to - give
them the artistic and sensual

Maison Virot
Paulette & Berthe
M me. Georgette

Mme. Caclier 7 - S
s Socurs enjoyment which the viewing
e of such a magnificent collec-

tion of Spring Garb must con-
vey to every lover of beauty who sees it.
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The Fashion Exhibit will continue for three days,

‘Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, March 18, 19 and 20.

Head-to-Foot
Outfitters.
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From the Springfield Republican.
For the first time in a quarter of a cen-

Going Back to Oxen. found to work very well. Steam and gaso- | large farm in the unirrigated

line engines have been used for drawing | C°UBtY, and he considered the

Pa, Ave. and

R

i

plows in Kansas, but the method was t00 | caoy o o8 oD, the Idea of working
tury, say the Kansas newspapers, oxen gre | €OStly for this particular farmer,and horses | the mthn more feasible it seemed.
being used for plowing the prairie. This is | and mules were very expensive. Mr. Estes | h2d used

being done by a Finney county farmer,.| calculated that enough mules to run the w'“u e ¥ .
George Estes, llving near Garden City. | number of plows which he wished to use In yokes, and a local s s mack
This return tQ the old method Las been ' breaking up the prairie sod would buy & mmmmw
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