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PROPHET AND FINANCIER,;
THE HOPES OF A DREAMER OF DREAMS

administration Building, Zion City.

SHALL return, and with ruthless
hand exterminate the vipers and
the dogs of hell that now hold the
high places In the city of Zlon.
They dreamed., and In the gross-
ness of their dreams they thought they had
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prevalled over the first apostle, And now,
priests and elders of Zion, I shall return to
strike yvou down. I shall return In an-
other form, brighter 'and more beautiful
and 10006 times more terrible, to cut ye
off In the midst of your sins. and to win
back Zion for the truth and for them that

held to the word and did no evils.," With
this final jeremiad the prophet Elijah III,
Jolin Alexander Dowle, announces hls tem-
porary death to the recusant of the city of
Zion. And that as with a Hindu god there
ia potent belief in his power to make fur-
ther descents upon earth—avatars, as It
were —for curing and cursing, demon-
strated not only by the expectation of ven-
geance upon the prophet’s rival, Vollva, by
the loyal, but in the attitifde of the elders
of the church such as Carl Edeburn of New
York. who in Pittsburg last Sunday on his
way to attend the prophet's funeral cere-
monies sald:

“Master Dowle has only passed into a
deep slumber. from which he will awaken
I the near future in another part of the
world,

"Il_ Is most ridiculous to say he has dled.
He is immune from death, and this he will
:!f-:\:u:.rrr.ne by appearing on this earth,
gifted with more power than he has herelo-
fure possessed."*

II.' this open-eyed. eritical, sclentific twen-
tieth century an ancient or medieval inci-

i= Leing enacted with an earnestness

teness of detail that should do
_ ret the myths of the herole.
Arthur of Briton, after the last grim

is

Wil ' over seas had overcome the
tLamipion of Christendem, wounded and
parently dead, Dowie is being carried
w by a Lady of the Lake to rest him

'ppy Avalon from whence he will re-
tev vanquish his assallants. In realms

* faney, In the fourth century, the
s of Dowile, his demonstrated cures,
tic heallng, his power of organ-

Ization

* bardie eloquence and tumul-
tuons energy of abusive eplthet for the un-
reclaimad and the back-falling, his prae-
tical ge . would have found no skeptics,
no opponents, no derlders.

-
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L!ke Arthur, again he might with Impu-
nity deny that he was the son of his ac-
redited father and eclaim mystical. and
miraculous origin, and all the faithful, with
the evidence of his mighty deeds before
them, would lend the ear of faith.

Dowie, in another light, may be looked
‘arbarossa, the great chieftain of
thie Germans, who could make an empire.
Dowie has bullt up a com:® arcial and re-
‘ommunity, begun with $20 in 1890,
stimated to be worth $30,000,000 in
ttle more than ten years. Barbarossa f{s
in the mountains, to return when
15 people need his ald. Already those who
ledl Bowie In his last moments are awed

on as

) t5 unfalling power, and a panic was
narrowly averted at his funeral ceremo-
nles hecause of the announcement that
A0 of Voliva's followers was dying.
I 4t week three of his lieutenants,

lar positions under Dowle,
nly, and when it was stated
was likely to die before
everal of the mourners ran from
na : shouting that Zion was ac-
LN
ited th

rs, and be

rth

& rest

~of the three thou-
ore the cooler-head-

the west when the heathen hordes |

Dowie’s Barn.

a calculating hypocrite, there can be little
doubt that Dowie had complete confidence
and belief in himself.

Reports as to the prophet’'s appearance
are as much at variance as theories of hig
spilritual nature. Says one: “‘His personai
appearance is striking: his figure, though
of medium stature, is imposing; his eye la
penetrating and his countenance, naturally
stern, freguently lights up with smiles; In
bearing in private he is a gentleman, and
his official aspeet is that of a man born to
command and Incapable of following. With

his majestic brow and venerable white
beard, he seems like some blblical patri-
arch.'’

On the other hand writing of Elijalh T1I,
who made his invasion of New York with
a cost of $300,000 and was laughed at for
his pains, one of the unredeemed says:

At the close of the hymn Dowlie ascended
the pulpit and began to read from a mas-
sive Bible. The people saw a short, squat.
podgy old man whose pink face was
framed In long white hair and beard. Hls
age had been advertised as fifty-seven
yvears, but he looked fully tén years older.
His sharp little eyes gleamed with cun-
ning from beneath shaggy black brows
slightly tinged with gray. The voice of
I)u_\xlu was a shock, harsh, shrill, metallic,
grinding, the expression of a bullying
spirit that will not tolerate a suggestion of.
opposition. It suggested scolding.'

But however these things may be, dnd
Dowie himself kept an official photographer,
for whem he was constantly posing, and
his pictures with ais *“leaves of healing’’
were sent everywhere all over the world
for edification of his converts, it must be
true that he had for certain classes at least
exceptional personal magnetism, It has
heen said *“Cagliostro had no surer grasp
on the falth of his dupes and Napoleon was

not followed half so blindly by his sol-
diers.”

*
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Johin Alexander Dowie was a genius.

The story of his rapid but gradual devel-
opmeént into the general overseer of the
Christian Catholic Church of Zion is a wou-
derful financial If not the more unusual
kind of a miracle.

He was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, May
28, 1847, Only after trouble in Chicago in
the last few years dld he announce that
Judge Dowie is not his father. He was said
to be proud of the fact that a nameless

W. S. Peckham, Jeghier Zion City
Bank.

from his earnings !n thrifty Scotch fashion
to enable him to return to Edinburgh and
to take a five years’ course in classics and
theology. No one has ever accused him of
failing to look after his own interests, but
his father, John Murray Dowie, testified in
the federal court at Chicago on June 22,
1006, that It was he who bore the expense
of his son’'s education at Edinburgh Uni-
versity, and who afterward secured for the
voung preacher the ttle Congregational
church in Newton, a suburb .of Sidney,
which was the future Elijah III's first
charge.

The fleald was scarcely congenial to so
restless a spirit as John Alexander Dowie,
but he appears to have put in his time dur-
ing his six years’ pastorate to good purpose
in preparing himself by reading and more
practical experience for the evangelistic
work on which his heart was set.

»
* X
In 1878 he cut loose from his church, and
from all denominational affiliations as well,
and started out as an independent preacher.
One of his leading tenets was the efflcacy
of divine healing, a gift with which he
claimed to be endowed, and his epergy and
the apparent success of his Intercessory

power in time attached to him a consider-
able following., To keep It in hand he bullt

Dowie and the Chinese Prime
Minister.
From the Zion City Leaves of Healing.

John Alexander Dowie.

than a hundred dollars when he landed on
the Pacific coast. It was nesessary for him
to “live on the country’”. as he made his
way across the continent., The land and
the people appeared to offer so fertile a field
for his ministrations that by 1903 he had
prc;greased only so far as Chicago. In fact,
it deemed well to him to bring the United
States to hls standard before he undertook
to convert the British isles.

He at once set to work, with nis cus-
tomary ardor, to build up a strong mission
church in the Windy city. The world's
fair, however, proved too strong a counter-
attraction while it lasted, and Dowie's
meetings in his small wooden structure at
Woodlawn were but poorly attended. Still,
he was undiscouraged. Lack of rpprecla-
tion, even when it took the form of open
opposition, failed to daunt him. When he
was told to go away, told that Chicago did
not want him, he answered that for that
very reason it was just the piace that
needed him and where he ought to suay.
“1'll stay and flight It out,” he declared,
“and I'll win In the end.”

»

W ¥

After the Columbian exposition had clos-
ed its gates. and the excitement it had
created had subsided the world began to
hear of Dowie. Certainly it was from no
reticence on his part in making himself
head. His language was vigorous, livelya
humorous—after its fashion—often Impas-
sioned and too often abusive of those who
presumed to differ with him or to criticise
him. At all events, he was different from
other preachers. He attracted atten..on.

Alexander Granger, General Financial
Manager.

zance of the lack of proper medical attend-
ance, He was denounced by the regular
practitioners, held up to ridicule in the
newspapers, and the free advertising ne
thus received served only to increase the
Dowie ‘boom.’

The year 1805 is known by the Dowleites
as ‘“the year of persecution.” Dowie was
arrested at least a hundred times for vio-
lating the city ordnance in regdard to the
care of the sick. His meetings were broken
up by the police. *“Persecution” was just
what was needed to knit him and his fol-
lowers more closely together, and there was
no lack of others to join themselves to
him.

On Washington's birthday, 1808, Dowie
organized the Christian Catholic Church in
Zion to supplant the International Healing
Association, which he had started Years be-
fore in Australia, and under the auspices of
which he had been carrying on his work.
Dowie, of coursz, was the overseer of the
new church. He built a hospltal, estab-
lished a missionary training college, a res-
cue home, g printing plant and a publica-
tion—"'Leaves of Healing.”

The advertising Tie was thus able to give
himself, In addition to what he received
from his enemies and detractors, brought
money to his coffers, although he was care-
fuil never to charge for his cures. There
were always directions, however, in which
his grateful patients could express thelr

Zion City College.

Lowie’s Residence.

Dowie had thriven under persecution and
abuse, but it was no doubt wearing in the
long run. It served while he was accumu-
lating his capital. Now he saw a chance,
he devised an opportunity for increasing
his wealth and surroundings where he
should be an undisputed and undisturbed

ruler. It was not until 1901, however, that
building began, but then it progressed
rapidly. In 1902 Dowie removed his head-

quarters to his new town.
it had 10,000 inhabitants,

The principal industries of the place were
lace making, brick making, box making,
preserve making and candy making—these,
in addition to the usual businesses neces-
sary to supply so large a place with food,
clothing, light, heat and whatever else man
requires, except pork, tobacco and alcohol.
These various industries were supposed to
be run on a co-operative, profit-sharing
basis, a sort of state socialism—and so, to a
certain extent, they were. In reality, every-
thing was Dowle’s, stood in hls name, and
no one else had any vested right in any-
thing, according to his notion and arrange-
ment. Land could be leased, but not
bought. Everything came to Dowie, and
all the money passed through h!s hands or
through those of his personally appointed
representatives. D!fferent estimates have
been made of the amount that, In the high
tide of his prosperity, Dowie had accumu-
lated. Thirty million dollars has been
named as his total means, That figure will
serve, at any rate, to give some idea of the
profits of religion when run on a strictly
business basis The training in “commer-
clal enterprises” in his youth had borne
fruit in Dowle's middle life, a hundred, yes,
a thousand fold. And the more he got the
more he wanted. His lace-making plant,
for which he imported the operatives, to
take advantage of the favorable provisions
of the tariff, occupied three acres and em-
ployed 500 people.

In another year

% %
With the Chicago success it is not strange
" that the dream which brought him from
:Milbourne to Chicago should have grown
to stupendous rmbitions. He had world-
encireling dreams, and for a time it looked
as If they might be realized. He estab-
lished branches of his church not alone In
this country, but in Australia, In Ger-
many and in England. He planned a new
Jerusalem on the Nile, a colony in Mexico,
a great temple in Zion Clty that should be

the final manifestations of Lis egomania
as due to illness. Zion Clty went into the
hands of a recelver and shrank from a
population of 12,000 or 15,000 to less than

- But It appears that even with the
fevg that remained all is not harmony.

Voliva, whom Dowle brought from Aus-
tralla to manage affairs in Zlon, is sald not
to ‘be popular.

“The present head of the church,” said
one of the converts recently, "is tyrannous
aAnd cruel, carried away by the desire to
rule.'

When Voliva a year ago came to Zlon
fully trusting in Dowle he found the out-
lt‘mk disheartening. The bank was drained,
bredit was gon. People were unpald and
hungry and there was nothing to do but
compel them to pay more to support Zlon,

and now and then Dowle drew on them
for funds.

*

* *
An [llustration of the condition is shown

In the faith of one of the converts

He was a lost man on the :treets of Chi-
cazo, penniless, diseased, a helpless slave to
drink and his passions. He went to Zlon
after his conversion and dug In the ditches;
then he worked in the lace factory. Then
he rose to the head of a department in the
engraving works for “Leaves of Heallng,”
the Zlon paper. When asked recently by
one of his associates, "*“Has he not robbed
¥ou? Have you not been begging for pay-
ments of 5O cents to buy bread for your
famlly, while he owes you a hundred dollars
and is spending it in luxury for himself?"
the man answered: I wlll not lightly cast
away a man who has done so much for
me."”

Voliva supposed himsell the discoverer of
this condition; but he found all hls assocl-
ates knew it and had been powerless; but
he held a power of attorney. . By a brilllant
coup he transferred all Dowle's interest to
a deposed overseer, Granger, who was given
it in trust for the people. At a conference
which followed 300 officers voted to stand
by Voliva and fight it out. The Fght leaves
Vollva still in command and Dowie resting
in the Zion cemetery.

“To gucceed widely,” said a Dowlelte re-
cently, the Zion plan of destruction and re-
construction requires a great prophet, with
unmistakable divine authority and marked
common sense, attested by a holy life and
mighty miracles. No such man is in sight.
When he appears we shall conslder his
message,”’

The gva.lue of Dowle’'s work and the fu-
ture of Zlon are now dominant questions.
The latter question is answered by many
who, believing that Dowlelsm was centered
in its founder and leader, consider it des-
tined to be added to the long list of queer
religious sects which have not outlived
their founders. The members of. the com-
munity Jjust at present seem bent upon
getting back the worldly goods which they
put into the experiment.

As for the first question, the tastes of the
rarely organized prophet were nice to dain-
tiness, the smell of liquor and tobacco, the
taste of pork were abhorrent Yo him; and
doubtless had much to do with his religious
pronunclamento agalnst thelr use In any
shape or form. So far as anybody knows,
his private life had been in accordance
with th» strictest and most conventional
moral laws, and his followers have been
rescued from evil lives and made industri-
ous citizens. He cut off in his city of
Zion all tobacco and liquor bills. He for-
bade card playing and theater going, and
encouraged outdoor games and recreations.
He demanded that his people adhere
strictly to the scriptural ritual of clean Hv-
ing. He prohibited doctors and drug bllls,
fneluding patent medicines, and, convineclng
the ailing that they were well, sent them
cheerfully to their tasks. Naturally all
Zion felt a spiritual and physical regenera-
tion, and became a clean, eager -and Indus-
trious people, Thus the dreams, Intangible
and optimistie, which a skeptical and hos-
tile world jeered at, he lived to see be-
come an actual reallty, and thousands to-
day, notwithstanding reverses and fallures
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Anecdotes Con
Well-Known People.

Doing Business,
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b l = of bu vss, 1} mate 1 |

yme (o agree with the old Japanese ldea
of It—name that it is 100 much a ga » of
cheating that it i= a pursult | I h
brave, honorable, generous persons—people
l'ke the lrish, for instance—cannot hope to
succesd

*“That, at least, Is haw modern bu
as it is exemplificd in Walli street
1..__‘”“ know the stor)g of the two Wall
= }I Iness is bus'ness,” began the tHrst

“*Whom have you been doing now? sakd
the other.”

A Fix Indeed.

W. Bourke Cockran. at a St Palrick's
day dinner, told a newspaper story

“An Irishman,” he sald. "was talking
about the case of Baring Gould. whose
obituary, you will remember, was recently
printed by mistake, Mr. Gould still being

happily with us,

“ 'So," s4ild the Irishman, ‘they ve printed
the funeral notice av a man that auin't dead
yet, hov they? Falth, an’ itU's a nice fix
Le'd be In now if he was wan o thim peo-

"

cerhing

| Ll Lbelaves Iverything they sge in t
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The Fe wer-ﬁze Better.

Edward Everetl Hile, whose eighty-
fifth birihday is to be signalized by an im-

Dir

| pressive and fitting celebration next month,

#aid at a dinner in Posion:
“In my ideas about birthdays 1 am like

| a certain schoolboy,

|

l

“*Which do you like best? 1 asked this
boy: “day school or Bunday school?

» ':\-}“.all'.duy school,” he answered promptly.

“ W hy 7

* ‘Because it only comes once a week.' "

The Home Builders.

“Children,” =ald Judge Willard Mecllwen,
at a dinner In Chicago. “"are the great aome
bullders. A lack of ¢hildren means unhap-
piness, divorce. In the majority of the
divoree suits that [ pass on—and | pass on
a hundred a month—the couples are be-
tween thirty and forty years of age and
childless.

“So ehildren should be prized and cher-
ished, despite their faults.

“Frults they have, I will admit.

“Only the other day I heard of a littie
girl who, lunching out, was detected ia the
ac. of cramming a large yellow handful of

Spanish omelet into the pocket of her pink
frock.

“ “Why, you little pig." exclaimed her

mother, ‘what on earth are you about?
Put that back on your plate at once. Why,
I neve: heard of such a thing. What on

earth do you mean by it?

“*It Is so good, muvver,” the child ex-
plained, ‘I just thought I'd take a piece
home to our cook for a pattern. "

Neatly Put.

Miss Ellen Terry, at a reception in New
York, talked about the innumerable women
who ask her to help them get on the
stage.

“The fact is,” she said, “every woman
under thirty believes she s an actress.

“And every actress,” she added, ‘“be-
lieves she is under thirty.”
Casting Up.
A Detroit woman eald of the late sen.

Russell A, Alger:

“In company with a half-dozen other
women—a committee, in fact—I once waited
on (len. Alger to try and interest him in
woman suffrage.

“He was interested. He admitted the
truth of many of our arguments; but in
the matter of supporting us he would not
go as far as we wanted him to go.

“One of the ladiés got, I am afraid, a lit-
tle over-excited. In her address to the
general she imputed to woman more vir-
tues than any merely human creature could
possess. At the heiziit of her eloquence
Gen. Alger, chuckling, interrupted her.

“He said he had once attended a woman
suffrage meeting where the lady lecturer

on the platform had boasted about woman
just as this lady was doing. The lécturer,

he said, ended a striking climax with the

stion: )
q“!?‘\\}il@rﬁ' would man be If it had not been
for woman?'

“She looked around the crowded hall
The silence was Intense. She .raised her
hand and cried again, impressiveiy:

I repeat, where would man be if It had
not been for woman?

“Then a coarse voice from the rear re-
plied: 7]

* ‘In Paradise, ma'am.

Hard to Dodge.
Senator Fale, in an address at Elis-
worth, said of the national prosperity:
“Two tramps were conversing over a
pail of hot ale.
“ Phese s terrible times,” said the first,
as he set down the smoking pail and wiped

his mustache.

* “They certainly is’ the other answered.
‘A feller can't ask for - olk nowadays
‘thout bein’ offered it. "

Among the Cobwebs.

A lawyer was talking about the late 3am-
uel C. T. Dodd, the Standard Oil lawyer,
whose salary from the great corporation
was $200,000 a year.

“Mr. Dodd." sald the lawyer, "*had an
excellent legal talent. He it was, you
know, who organized the Standard Oil
trust. What further endeared him to Mr.
Rockefeller were his strict views on the
observance of the Sabbath. -

“They tell a story about Dodd when he
was a struggling practitioner in Franklin.

“*There was a Franklin minister who -vent
gunning a good dea!, and altogether was

rather a sporting character.
“At a little church supper one night the

and so on, when Dodd interrupted him.

““You're a good sportsman, are you? he
said.

“Well," said the minister, not suspecting
any trap, ‘I am not a bad sportsman, if I
do say it mysell.

“Yet," said Dodd, 'if I were a bird, 1
could hide where there'd be no danger of
your potting me.’

“ *Where would you hide? asked che min-
ister.

“‘I'd hide,’ Dodd answered, in pour
study.' " 7

In the Want Ads.

Clyde Fitch, at one of his Sunday *“at
homes,” took down a scrap book and read
a number of curious want advertisements
that he had clipped from the papers from
time to time.

Among these “want ads” were:

“WANTED—-The gentleman who accidenit-
ally pocketed three billiard balls on Satur-
day evening last ta return them immeadiate-
ly or come for the table. Reward and no
questions."" :

“GENTLEMAN wishes board and lodg-

ing gn. family where he can help in house-

work:"" : .
‘YOUNG MAN desires lessons in v@ntrilo-

quism in return for window cleaning."

An Authority.

Benjamin T. Nixon of Jeffersonville, Ind.,
is known as the “marrying squire” for the
very good reason that he has united in
matrimony no less than 2,632 couples,

A reporter the other day asked this au-
thority for his views on marriage. Mr.

Nixon said:
“When marriage Is failure, the fault

minister was bo about his knowledge

. -

nearly always lies at e husband's door.

Mr. Nixon mused awhile.

“It is like tuis, he said. “A man of mid-
dle age and a youth of poetical appearance
sat side by side in the smoking car of a
nearly empty train. In the solitude the
youth took a photograph from his put'k_l-l.
looked at it, and then said to his compaaion
feverishly:

“ ‘“Were you ever, sir, in love?

“The man of middle age started.
laughed.

““Was [ ever in love? he repeated, as
he relighted his pipe. ‘Was 1 ever in love?
Well, T don’t know if—' "

“You don't know? eried the youth.
‘Well, if you ever had been in love, you'd
know it. Why, when you're in love, your
life is a sweet dream, you have no taste
for food, vou think of nothing but the
beauty of !

“ “Were you ever marrled? snapped the
middle-aged man.

“'No. but—' !

“ “Well, if you ever had been, you'd know
it. Why, whep you're married, your life

“But the youth, with
and changed his seat.”

He

a scowl, got up

According to Habit.

Benator Cullom was pooh-poohing the
alarmist talk about a war with Japan.

“Such talk is so absurd,” he saild, “that
| they who spread it must have some motive
—some selfish motive.

“Altogether it is like the case of the
schoolboy _gnd his home work.
[~ ‘Johii," sald the schoolmaster to this
boy, ‘your-home work is neat enough, but
you always make errors in your additions.’

“ I get father to help me, sair,” said the
bc‘sy. timidly.

““‘Do you? Why, that's strange. I don't
see how your father can get along in life.
He can't m at all. His additions in-

business, anyway?
“‘fle's a walter, sir,’ said the bhoy.”

Classed Low.

Dr. W. C. Farabee, the Harvard ethnolo-
gist, complained quaintly one‘day before
he set out on his ethnological Investigations
among the Indians at the head waters of
the Amazon about the slighting wa)
which the world still looks on science.

“Only Jin Germany,” sald Dr. Farabee
“does sclence get her due. In some coun-
tries she Is so hardly used, indeed, that the
deduction of the westlern lrapper comes to
mind.

“This trapper, noticing a place where
roots had been dug up, examined the spot
and then sald calmly,” as he rose and
brushed the dust from his knees:

“*This must have been done elther by a
wild hog or a bhotanist.” ™

in

Inexcusable.

James Hazen Hyde, who has traveled a
good deal in the east, was talking about
the way the Mohammedans treat tael
wives.

“They certainly ean’'t trust thelr wives,”
he sald. *"Neo wife can appear on the street
save swathed from top to toe In loose drap-
eries that gibe her the look of a walking
feather bed.” -4

Mr. Hyde laughed.

“An Arab of prominence in Bagdad, on
his harem's return from tae dally constl-
tutional, said to his chlef eunuch:

“'Did all go well?

* ‘All went well, sire,’ the eunuch gravely
answered, ‘but for Fatmah, your recent
bride—you remember her—a fattish litgle
Mozabite."

“ ‘Drown her at once,’ roared the hus-
band, and he added bitterly, ‘These married

flirts make me tired.”’




