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IX an old--fashioned trick residence, set

high on a terrace, over on West F
street. Judge William H. DeLacy anc!
h!s small, efficient, hard-working staff
of Juvenile Court officers have been

waging a year's battle against squalor,
misery and crime. With their hearts in
their work and their shoulders to the wheel,
this little force of good citizens has combattedvaliantly aga'nst evils, plugged away

t ceaselessly for the uplift and given generouslyof their vitality in the cause of childrenagainst poverty and criminal tendency.
Little the general public know of

the gr<*at work undertaken and accomplishedat this year-old Institution. Wi'thout fuss
or furor the Juvenile Court officers have
carried the banner of good citizenship into
thousands of Washington's most squalid
homos and tho result of the year's campaignis a bright page in the history of the
District. Children brought to the door of
the penitentiary through the Influence of
home conditions; children In training to becomethieves, murderers or Inmates of Insaneasylums; children advancing In years
with little or no knowledge save of evil and
the prospect of becoming derelicts of society.hundreds and hundreds of them,
have been reached by the helping hand of
the Juvenile Court, lifted to their feet and
guided along the straight and narrow way
uo til they have become sure-looiea enougn
to tread the path alone.
Find the cause and remedy It.this is the

slogan of the court. Punishment, to avenge
society for the Infraction of Its cod^o, plays
no part In Juvenile Court methods. It is
an Institution for correction, not punishment.and In every Juvenile case where
punishment for an offense is meted the offenderit is don" with a view toward preventinga recurrence of the misdemeanor
and not merely to answer the stern demandsof justice. It often happens that
the real guilt rests upon the neglectful
father or mother or guardian In such
cases punishment. If any. is dealt the adult
nnd tli> child is protected from future evil
Influence from the same source.

Force Too Small.
Washington was slow In answering the

irr.rit need for such an institution as the

Juvenile Court. Denver had led the movement.and other large cities had followed
slilt and built their juvenile courts up to

the highest grade of efficiency before the

worthy solons and representatives at the

Capitol saw tit to endow Washington with
a similar institution. Meager enough was
the appropriation to establish and main
»'n new court, and the d llcieney of
funds, making It Impossible to support a
force large enough to handle the work
thoroughly, has been the one great handicapund t which Judge DeLacy has labored.
The court held its Initial session July 2,

l'.xm Judge D»l.acy was on the bench.
Clerk Joseph Harper sat at a little table
In front of the court, with a huge new
record book op»n before him. Chief Probation< r Z>-d L> Copp and Probation
Officer Mrs. Gertrude B. Darwin sat to one

flimrdine the doorway to the court
and witness room, Deputy Marshal J. J.
lfoey held forth In lils new position.
Scurrying back and forth between court
and witness rooms. r mnding up prisoners
and witnesses and answering questions.
William A. Hlckey pursued the manifold
duties of his office as bailiff, assistant
clerk, messenger, court officer and probaSONS
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Written for The Star.

SO.V.K of the former Presidents of the
I'nitc >1 States are not to be discountedas factors in public affairs.
The boys of President Itoosevelt

ami President Cleveland are still
t..o young to be reckoned with, anJ Mi K!n1y Ii.t.1 nor.e, but those wearing the names

of Lincoln. Grant anil Garfield are holding
I r 'Miim nl [ laces in public life, and it is

by in) nn ans an Impossibility that one of
thi-in may yet go to the White House.
The <as»e of the (Jrants at once suggests

Itself. There are two of th in now holdinghigh i-lac s in public esteem, and one
of th> :n, Frederick Dent Grant, has folic..v. >1 the calling of l is father and is a soldi<r. The oth- r, Jesse Grant, who has
sr.i-nt mosl of his Vcarn In « ti

not quite so well known until recently a

n r ol boomtrs suggested liim as availablematerial for the democratic nominationto the Presidency.
Thin foiks began to sit up and take

notice and ask questions about Jes8e Grant.
They found out that Jesse was the third

8' n of I.ee's conquerer. that having retired
from business, in which he acquired lib.
«rally of wealth, he is now settled down
In New York.

A Democratic Grant.
Perhaps. the strongest plank in Mr.

Grant's platform la opposition to Mr.
Koosevelt. He does not believe In the
policies Inaugurated by the strenuous man

from Sagamore Hill. He does not think
that a trust is necessarily pernicious, he
favors a restriction of immigration and
lie deplores the elaborate ceremonials that
are now deemed essential to White House
hospitality.
Mr. Grant delights to recall the days

,when his father was President and to tell
F of their simplicity. Ills father s first act,

toe Bays, wan to order out of ths Whits
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tlon officer. These were the half dozen
worthy citizens that entered enthusiasticallyupon their duties over a year ago in
the old brick house at 1816 F street. The
casual visitor to the court will find on any
afternoon the same six workers, laboring
with undiminished enthusiasm for tlie
cause. There is only one difference. The
big record book has had successors.
inuring tne nrst twelve months or tne

court In the neighborhood of 4,000 children
came under the personal observation of
Judge DeLaey and his assistants. Of juveniledefendants actually brought into
court for trial there were 2,25(1. Of these
about 500 were dismissed by the court, leavingapproximately 1.750 children about
whom some action was taken. When it is
remembered that each of these 1,750 youngstersis given personal supervision by probationofficers and each case carefully
looked into from all sides the magnitude of
the work undertaken by Judge DeLacy's
little corps of officers may in a measure be
appreciated.

Investigating a Case.
With the fundamental idea before them

that correction is the objective and punishmentincidental, it is necessary that the
r"irrihn fliiii nffii'urH cVinnl^ l/n/itv tV»<* morita r\f

each case before it comes up for trial. To
this end the court sessions have from the
beginning been opened in the early afternoon.The morning hours are spent in
looking into the cases on the docket.
A boy, for Instance, is arrested Wednesdayafternoon for attempting to gain an

entrance through the rear of an empty
house. He is taken to the house of detention,
and, if his parents or guardians are unable
or unwilling to deposit the necessary collateral,he is held over for trial. Early in the
morning the arrest is made known to the
proouuou uinct-ra. jar. vopp or ivirs. uarwin.or, as Is often the case. Marshal Ifoey
or Court Officer Hickey talk with the prisonerand pet hi» side of the story. Then a
visit Is paid the home of the unfortunate
lad. Parents are Interrogated and talks
had with the neighbors. The probation officerIs usually able to pick up a fairly accurateIdea of the boy's character, habits
and surroundings In an hour or two, and is
prepared to assist Judge DeLacy to a
proper solution of the caf>e when It comes
up for trial that afternoon.
At the appointed time the boy and the

witnesses in the case are haled into court
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House all the soldiers placed there on
guard.
"The President of the United States Is

only a citizen." was the way Gen. Grant
put It, "and needs not the guards that are
used to surround monarchs."
The other prominent Grant, Frederick

Pent Crant, is not now a presidential sug-
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and take their seats In the front row of
chairs before Clerk Harper's table. The
probation officer who Investigated the case
has already told the Judge the facts and
deductions picked up during the morning inni'lrvn n<1 tho rmirt 1c ren rlvr tn /»arrv tho

Investigation to an equitable solution.
Judge DeLacy Is the judicial Pooh Bah

of the District. In his official capacity he
performs four functions.those of Judge,
Jury, prosecutor and counsel for the defense.He is a czar, but a kindly one. His
object is firstly to attain the facts, and,
secondly, to decide what action should be
taken to help the youthful defendant to
become a useful, industrious citizen.
The defendant and witnesses stand and

are sworn. More often than not.such is
the pitiable ignorance that the Juvenile
Court's officers have to deal with.neither
defendant nor witnesses know what it
means to be sworn. Suspecting this, the
judge usually asks them whether they do
or not before Clerk Harper administers the
oath. If Ignorance of the meaning of an
oath is professed the judge has a simple,
set form of explanation for young and old
alike:
"When you are sworn as a witness In

court you hold up your right hand and take
God to witness that what you are about to
tell the judge Is the truth, the whole truth
and nothing but the truth. Moreover, you
ask God to help you tell the truth, saying
'So help me, God,' and if you don't tell the
truth you are guilty of the awful crime of
perjury. We send perjurers to the penitentiaryfor as lone a term as ten vears.
Now. do you understand?"
They usually do after that, and the oath

is administered by Clerk Harper.
Direct Examination.

Judge Del^aey then calls the young defendantto the platform and has him sit
at his side. Usually the court has to combatfear, reticence or sullenness before he
can brrak the ice of Interrogation and glean
anything from the prisoner. If the lad is
very young the judge assumes a kindly,
friendly manner and tries to frame his
questions In words that can be readily understood.Usually he asks about home con.1: » I ,. . U « |n .1 .1 Imntn.l *-,«
uiuuna.uuw 19 liic uciciiuam nca^cu %jy

parents, how about school, does he get
enough to eat. what time does he come In
to bed?.and so on.
Leading up to the "crime" by degrees the

court is usually able to form a correct
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gestion even, but the advance of a man

in the military service Is often meteoric.
Riding up San Juan Hill put Theodore
Roosevelt in the White House, and It is
ever a possibility that Gen. Grant, who
bears a most striking resemblance to his
distinguished father, might figure in som«

episode of valor that would at a stroke
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opinion of the guilt or Innocence of tlie defendant.The Isolated case previously mentioned.forInstance.of the boy accused of
attempted housebreaking is brought by
painstaking interrogation to the point of a
partial confession.
"What did you want to break Into the

house for?"
"Just ter look aroun'."
"Look around for what?"
"Nothin", jus' look aroun'."
"You had no idea of taking any lead

pipe, I suppose."
"No, sir."
"You are sure of that?"
"Yes, sir."
But there Is a guilty look in the lad's

eyes and his averted face tells the true
story. At this point Judge DeLacy, having
assured himself of the boy's guilty Intention,has a set question Invariably to be
asked.
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mi mm aoove tne choice of the politicians.
Though he Is much younger. Secretary

of the Interior James Rudolph Garfield,
youngest son of the martyred President,
perhaps stands a better chanco of some
day going to the s^at his father occupied
than any other Pr*sldrnt> fon.
His career has Leen of the kind that in-
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"Would you like a thief to live in the

house with you?"
"No, sir."
"Why not?"
"He might take sumpln' of mine."
"That's it exactly? Now what did you

make yourself when you broke Into that
house to steal lead pipe?"
"I didn't steal no pipe." .

"But you meant to. just the same. What
did you make yourself?"
"I didn't moan to oteal no pipe."
"You and I both know you are not telling

the truth. What did you make yourself?"
The Judge harps upon this string until

the breakdown comes and the confession
that lie "made himself a thief" is wrung
from the now trembling lips of the lachrymosedefendant.

Questioning Witnesses.
Having: attained this much the Judge
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RUDOLPH QAR0EU>
vites expectation. He was a boy around c
the White House, he went to school at c
Hentor. studied law, graduated, made him- a
self an honorable record In the Ohio sen- g
ate and then came to Washington. \
It Is a fact not generally remembered r

tf-at Jarr.es Kudo!p1i tfarfield was hoi Mr. [
Roosevelt's first choice for civil service
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tries to imbue the lad with an appreciationof the ugly position of a thief In the
eyes of the commonwealth. Usually there
follows a let-up, during which the defend-
»"v tuiuiiiri tnun aim inc niiucoora

are put through a severe examination.
Parents and relatives, friends and neighborsare thoroughly questioned with a
view toward acquiring detailed knowledgeof the dally life of the defendant.
In the majority of cases home conditions
are found to be mainly responsible.a
drunken father, slatternly mother. If the
judge believes that the boy has no chance
to reforrji if kept at home. It is decided to
send him to the industrial school or some
institution of similar character. If the
faher can be induced to take the pledge,
or the mother promises to do better by
her child, the defendant is put on proba-
tion for a period of from three months
to two years.
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lommissloner. The place was originally
iffered to his brother, Harry A. Garfi^lJ, t

i leading Ohio attorney, and the man who o

rained fame because of the persistency b
vlth which he has opposed political co:- I

uptlon In the state. Harry declined the ^
ilare dtid It (hen w:nt to James It. t:
As soon as the latter got a foothold a. . n

IllWashington
> First Year. I

:hildren.

During the probation period the boy Is
kept under the most careful surveilance
hat the Insufficient number of court ofIcerswill allow. At least once each week
the home of the lad Is visited and hill
progress and that of his parents noted,
rwlce each month the boy is required to
report to the court In person. On the
[Irst Sunday of each month he, along with
ill the other working boys out on probation,assemble in the court building, or on
me playground in me rear, ana .iuukh
DeLacy nml the probation officers deliver
little talks, helpful along the linos of good
citizenship and moral living
The official figures In the following

tables show something of what Ikis been
3one by the court during the past year,
ending June SO:

Juvenile Cases.
'..arceny
flotation of police regulation* 853
i» isomer ly
[ncorrlgfbllltj h«i
Destitute of suitable home 278
IflMQlt 101
I'agrnnoy 27
rruancy 21
Destroying; property r»7
*ast Driving 3#
Cruelty to animals 9
Pals? Are alarms 10
rVmrealed weapons 4
Grand larceny 4
Threats 1

Disposition of Casss.
Dismissed 609
Security forfeited 603
Ur,.l.«tl,.n iO|

Children's guardians 207
Fined IM
Boys' Reform School 120
Girls' Reform School 11
Personal bonds 1
Sfttd Jury 3
Nolle prossed 11
runior Republic 2
Working Boys Homo 2
House of Good Shepherd 4
St. Vincent's 1
5t. Joseph's 1
5t. Ann's 24
industrial Home School f»0
Sentence suspended 71

Adult Cases.
Non-snpport of wife 27fl
Abandoned children.. 0
Keating child cru'.'lly 1
Responsible for delluii'.Kiiry of child 6

These figures tell their own story. It is Interestingto note that only ninety-eight of
the children released on probation were
brought Into court a second time.

Non-Support Cases.
A gTeat deal of interest Is attached to

the non-support cares handled by Judse DeLacy.Through his vigilance in prosecuting
the delinquent nusDiinos no nas uerome wie

most feared Distrirt official amoiiK the
lower classes. »he great majority of the
non-support ca^es ;ire brought Into couit t>v'
colored women. When it became known that
Judge DeLacy was inclined to take the
woman's viewpoint of the cas? more often
than otherwise, the word spread among the
alley dwellers that all a worn in had to do
to take life easy for. the summer was rake
together the ashes of some long-quenched
matrimonial romance nnd hale the ex-husbandInto the "jubenile cote." But Judge
DeLacy quickly ''got wise" to this and
the husbands were given every chance to
Bhow why they should not be forced by the
court to support their wives and children.
A j» oiiii iiium gi uuiui.115 auiuiiK 1110

male element of tlie alleys that "a m;in Hin t
got no chance w!d Jedpe Lacy," but thoi=e
tvho have watched the progress of th<- court
closely Snd little to criticise In the attitude
of the kindly and just czar of the "Juvenile."

THEIR FATHERS
he capital ho made a quick Impression,
nd proved to President Roosevelt that
e Is the kind of man needed to aid In
ne auminisirauon a war on corporations,
n a short time ho had been advanced
rom the civil service department and made
ommlssioner of corporations. It was In
his post that he did his most notabie
vork, and as a reward he was finally
aken Into the official family of the 1'res;lentas Secretary of the Interior.
Here Mr. Garfield gained liis spurs by
iddresslng himself to the task of dealing
vlth the land thieves. He tlso removed
nany of the red tape customs that had
>een retarding business and had put tha
rork of the department far behind. H
President Roosevelt -was much delighted H

vlth the vigor the son of Ohio's first H
nartyred President put in his work, and H
At. Garfield Is now one of th:; President's H
losest advisers. H

Son of Lincoln. H
Not so long ago it used to be the custom H
o speak of Robert T. I-ineoln as prima H
'residential material. The son of the great H
mancipator wus an early factor In political
Ifiv llandRiim<* in flibnearance. with a Rift
f eloquence an<l solid qualities of stalesnanshlp,he hailed from Illinois, the state
[ here tha love for politics Is Inbred. Ho H
ras a delegate to national conventions.
ie went to K'igland and made a reputaIonas minister to tlie court of St. James.
Ie had a place In the cabinet of President
larfield and was always consulted In a

arty council where Important matters
rere up for decision.
Garfield has the best chance, for he Is In
ho rnhinnt ft' n Pr.»ci<1f.nt n»Vin (a (lia

f bis party, an<i he is young enough to
uil.l up a nen'im-nt that In eight years
rom now nrcht n bring him to the fore.
loreovcr, he comc-3 f.-o n Ohio, wlilcU lias
ak :i the i..\-;!ac: c.' Vi-^lnla ai H
'.c.'.cr cf Pre-iJ nL».


