12

THE EVENING STAR, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1907T—PART 1.

REAL SHERLOCK HOLMES DISCOVERED IN PERSON OF
HIS NOTE

Sz AR THUR GONAN DOYLE WHO PROVED HIMSELF
GREATER THAN SHERLOCK HoLmES IN EDALJI CASE

IR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE cre-
ated “Sherlock H-ylmes," prince of
modern ue.ectives, and thrilled the
fictlon-reading and excitement-love
Ing world.

“What an Ingenlous Imagination was
the exclamation of the milllons who had fol-
lowed the adventures of the masterful
sleuth.

“What a fund of fancy, but how thor-
oughly logical withal!" they erled.

Now "Bherlock Holmes' is n- longer a
creature bullt of the sluff *“‘that dreams
are made of." He |8 no longer merely the
stage conception of hls dramatie frlend,
Willlam Glllette. He Is a real iive man.

And his name is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
Thereby hangs a story that has stirred all
England and sent its echoes far across the
distant seas,

Even as his own hero worked many times
In fiction just for the glory of clearing a
man’'s name of 1'shoner and righting the
wros gs of the oppressed, so Sir Arthur has
labored in the interests of justice, without

reward save the knowledge that his deed
was gond, and he has triumphed In two
particulars,

He has cleared a man unju-tly accused—

cleared him at least in the eves of the
world, If not completely in the legal sense,
and

He has gained, through his efforts, the
right to be called the original “Mr. Sher-

Jock Holmes of Bak«r street.”’

Tardily enough, but none the less emphat-
feally, bard-headed British justice has in-
dorsed his work, for within a few days the
authorities with whom the author weorked
for yiars to clear his much-wronged client |

have consented to arrest another man ac-
cused of the crime, and have admitted that
they biundered badly in the first instance.
This is how it all eanie about:

Startled the Nation.

In the early part of 1903 all England was

Ismrt]ed by a serles of flendish crimes in the

country about Great Wyrley, district of
Bitaffordshire. Cattle and horses belonging
to farmers and “country gentlemen” living
ifn that picturesque part of the island were
found by their owners shockingly malmed.
Horses, cows and sheep were slashed with
knives or stabbed and left lying In field or
stable. Many of the beasts were not fatally
hurt, iIndlcating that the ‘“slasher's” sole
desire was to inflict pa aful wounds on the
dumb brutes. He would visit one or two
farm houses in one locality on the same
evening, and the next time he would be
heard from many miles away from the
scene of the previous outrage.

To many it seemed like the work of a
lurnatic, but the stolid, unimag!native land
owners decided that it was some one try-
ing to wreak vengeance for a fancied
wrong. But so silently and so swiftly did
the flend work that the local police could
find no clue to his identity.

Finally anonymous letters began to ar-
rive at houses in Great Wyrley—letters
threatening fresh outrages, and the cattle
slashing was repeated. Many of the land
owners got these letters and turned them
over to the police, but still the authorities
could find no clue.

Among the persons who received lstters
at this time and turned them over to the
l!o]i{'_e was George Edaljl, son of a Church
o.r Lngla'nrl clergyman, who was vicar of
Great Wyrley. The elder Edaljl was a
FParsee, who had been educated in England,
and had become Christianized. The son
wits a studious youth, who had studied law
aftﬂj a university course, and had obtained
admission to the bar.

Miscarriage of Justice.
Either because of racial prejudices against

| him, or because the pollee In their feverish

desire to run down the criminal, grasped
at any straw, the authorliles determir- 1
lo arrest George Edalji, because they
fancied they detected a resemblance be-
tween his handwriting and that of the
anonymous letter writer. They asserted
that he had maimed his neighbors' cattle

because of fancied insults, and that he had
written the anonymous letters and had in-
cluded himself in the list of those threat-
ened to avert suspicion.

In vain the young man protested his Inno-
cence, and in vain his father, the viear.
swore that his son was In his own home
on the nights when the outrages were coms-
mitted. Public sentiment was agalinst
Edalji; he was convicted and sentenced to
geven years in prison.

Meanwhile there were many who belleved
that Edalji was the victim of a miscar-
riage of justice, and among these was Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle. The more he thought
of the pecullar circumstances the more
he felt convinced that Edaljl was not the
real culprit. One day he made up his mind
to go to Wolverhampton, where the young
man was imprisoned, and llke his hero,
Holmes, he acted on the spur of the me-
ment, hurried to an exoresSs, and was soon
on the scene of action.

Bringing to bear the famous “Holmes
system of deduction,’”” Bir Arthur went to
wo-k on the case with an erergy that would
have thrilled his hero’'s Boswell, “Dr. Wat-
son.'”” It wasn't long before he had some-
thing to work on, and presently he knew
that Edalji could not have committed the
crimes with which he was charged. It was
a perfectly simple yet apparently conclu-
sive polint.

Meaning of His Discovery.

At his first meeting with Edalji the Iat-
ter peered at him steadfastly as though
trying to see through a fog, and when
Sir Arthur extendad his hand the young
man g-oped for a moment In the alr before
he could grip the novelist's fingers.

“Near-sighted,” sald the real *“Sherlock
Holmes;" "almost blind.”

And such was the case. Edaljli had baen
a close student all his days, and h: d!d not
realize that his eyes, never naturally
strong, were growing weaker and weaker.

8ir Arthur, himself a physician, ordered
spectacles for his protege. Then, as he

HERBERT GLADSTONE.

thought it over, he realized what his dis-
covery meant.

How could a man who was almost sight-
less, to whom the world appeared as in a
mist, steal across moor, bog and field on
the darkest nights, creep up upon horses in
the pasture, or find his way into a stable,
gl :sh the animals after the manner of the
Great Wyrley fiend, cnd then steal noise-
lezely away Into the dark? How could s:-h
& man find his way over streams and
ditches without a slip or a false step to ‘e-
tray Lim?

if Sir Arthur had any doubt of his eclient’s
Innocence, this development removed the
last trace of it.

Then began the -battle between the real
“Sherlock Holmes' and his theories, g-4
the stern law which called for facts as
lo 'y and as Insistently as ever did Mr.
Gradgr. There were sneers for Sir Ar-
thur; he was calle *“drramer,” *“‘idle thco-
rist,"”" and even ‘‘crank.” The secretary of
gtate for home affairs, before whom he
carried tl.e ease, snubkbed the author-de-
tective, and other government officials fol-
lowed suit.

But Slr Arth + had mioech of the public
with him, and so great became the popular
clamor that after Edalji had served three
sears, the home secretary, Mr. Herbert
Gladstone, announced that the crown
would “pardon” the young man. So Edaljl

WOLVERHAMPTON , ONE OF THE SCENES IN THE
EpALvi '

D CREATOR, SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE

DrAMA.

L - out of prison with a pardon, but not a
vindication; he was free, but he could ob-
tain no satisfaction for the years he had
Ep~nt in jall.

Slasher Again at Work.

Edaljl, with Blr Arthur's aid, then began
a ﬂxﬁt to clear .ls name and recover
damages for false imprisonment. But the
government was obdurate. A ~pardon”

was all Edalji could get.

Then, like a thunderbolt from a clear
sky, came the news that thes Great
Wyrley “slasher” was at work agaln. And
this time Edalji was a hundred miles away
at the hour the outrages were committed.
Sir Arthur had prophesied when he was
arguing with the government that the
“slasher” would return, and that Edalji
would then have an absolute alibl. Time
had vindicated his client.

At last the officlals made an arrest of a
suspect at Wolverhampton. There wasn't
anything very important about this arrest
itself, for the prisoner is not supposed to
be the man wanted, and Sir ..rthur has a
theory that 1-»'nte a vastly different way.
But it did - absolutely that the police
were ready | mit that Edaljl had been
wrongfully accused, and that Sir Arthur
was right in his protestations of his client’'s
innocence.

That Edaljl will get the compensation he
gseeks for false imprisonment and full res-
toration of his rights no one doubts.
Meanwhile Sir Arthur may prevall upon
his friend, Dr. Watson, to tell another
story of the real “Sherlock Holmes."

In an Interview the other day on the
Edalji case, Sir Arthur said:

Undoubtedly a Madman.

‘““There is no doubt in my mind that the
erimes of 1903 and 1807 were committed by
the same man. When at Great Wyriley,
where, by the way, nobody knew me, I
traced back the history of the whole miser-
able business to personal vengeance. For
reasons which I need not go Iinto there
wera two brothers who hated Edaljl like
poison. One of them is now dead; the
other., who 1s still alive, appzars to me,
speaking as a medical man, to be a type of
the malignant degenerate,

“He undoubtedly is a madman. His par-
ticular mania might bz called cruelty to
animals. It is a sort of blood lust, and well
known to students of the psychology of
erime. It can be seen frequently In chil-
dren who do flendish things to animals and

irdg.” =
bShould the Wolverhampton suspect prove
his innocence, it is quite likely that the
police, now thoroughly humbled, will seek
out Sir Arthur and take up his once de-
spised theory of the madman, even as they
indorsed his efforts by deciding to make
the first arrest.

They are telling storles now in England
about Sir Arthur's early ability as a- de-
tective. Long beiore he brought -out
“Sherlock Holmes"” he met a man at his
taillor's who was buying a suit of cl_othes,
and seemed to have a strong objection to
any material with a stripe in it

Sir Arthur at once set the man down as
an ex-eriminal, and, to satisfy himself as
to how far his deduction was correct, he
determined to try to trace the man's his-
tory. This was by no means an easy mat-
ter but some months afterward, chancln_g
to visit a convict prison, he saw the man's
portrait in the rogues’ gallery.

SHANGHAIED, SHIPWRECKED AND CAST AWAY ON JUAN FERNANDEZ ISLAND

man who follows the sea™
sald Chief Yoeman Myers of
the navy, “leads a fascinat-
ing life, but at times, as in
other walks of life, he goes
up against the real old thing.

“Did 1 ever tell you of the time that 1
was shanghajed on a whaler? No? Walt
untll I get this old pipe goilng—seems like
1 can talk better when I'm smoking.

1 had been serving on the south Pacific,
and my term of enlistment having expired
1 touk my discharge at Valparaiso, Chile.
1 had been knocking about the town for a
week or so, and was getting tired of sho.e
life, kind of homesick for ti:e ship, 1 guess.
One evening 1 took a walk down on the
water front—ever been on the water front
at Valparalso after dark? No? Well, f
you ever go there you wanl to keep your
eve peoled b

“Having nothing better to do, I was stroll-
Ing along thinking of my last shlp and won-
dering where she was, half wishing 1 was
back on board of her. I noticed a ¢ouple of
susplelous looking characters come oul of |
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one of the numerous rum shops that line
the f1 but paid no particular attention
to them until I heard one of Lhem say,
‘That's the fellow,” and before 1 knew what
meant 1 got a elip en the head that

they

put me completely out of business.

“When I came to 1 heard a gruff volce
calling, "Bear a hand there; get a move on
yourself; youve played gent long enough;
Kot 1 deck.'

Sitting up I fetched my head an awful
whacrk on a beam overhead. Looking

in ge top bunk of
most evil smelling
s 1 Lad ever seen. Through thz
from dirty, smoky, hanging
that 1 was In one of a
The deck overhead and

found myself

dirtlest,

i
il see

pumber of bur ks

Av beams were dirty and coverad with
enoke The floor was strewn with chests,
poxes, boots and dirty ol skins. The amell
was Leorrible Again 1 heard that volca
“ome, tumble out there, no more skulking
below for you, m'hearty. Hustle out o
this or I'll lend you a hand.’

“My temple throbbed, the pain was some-

thing terrible. When [ tried to move the
light danced before my eyes and 1 almost
fainted. Scarcely knowing what 1 did, 1
tumbled out of the bunk and staggered
toward the ladder. I scrambled up, and

as I poked my head through the compan-
lon way and looked around I knew I was
on The number of boats, ihe
cranes, the slovenly look of the rigging and
sails, her short topgallant masts, the vig-
ging sla~t and weather worn—she had not
besn tarrod down for ages—clumsy sallor-
ing and jubberly looking splices were in
evidence,

a whaler,

*
%
“The captain was a down-easter, with
big, bushy whiskers and a elean shaven

upper lip. His uniform consisted of hip
boots, a red sweater and an old sou-wester
stuck on the back of his head. He was no
beauty, and tke créw looked more like &
bunch of hay-makers than sailors. Noth-
Ing about the decks was ship-shape, nor in
place. The deck itself was dirty, oily and
cut by the chimes of casks. 1 looksd around
and turned sick at hear: as I realized what
was before me. 1 looked to seaward; the

sky had a pecullar look—cold and angry
lilke—and there was an ugly sea on. I
knew we were in for a blow.

“I judged rightly. 1t scemed but an in-
stant before it was upon us. As the gale
struck the shlp she almost went on her
bezam-ends, rigging and spars snapping and
cracking, every line as taut as a fiddle. The
lee rai} buried in a smother of foam.

*“*Lay aloft there, yc lubbers,’ bellowed
the captain, ‘and get that canvas in.'

“The crew In the meanwhile, like a lot
of sheep, was huddled in the lze of the
galley or ecook housea that stood a'mid-
ships, just abaft the break of the short
topgallant forecastle,

“'Up you go—drive 'em up, Mr. Mate;
drive 'em up." s

“The mate riushed among them, and 1
truly felt sorry for them, but I didn't wait
for a secoad Invitation—I didn’'t want a
dgse of the same medicine, and along with
another young fellow scrambled aloft.

“We were under single reefed lower ton-
sails. We reached the top-sails and worked
and worksd our way out on the weather
yvardarm. The vard was clewed down, the
halliards all gone. We fisted the sail—it had
a long head and a short leach like most
whalers have, making it much harder for
us. The sail was as stiff as a board, but
by beating and hammering, hauling and
pulling, we finally got it furled, the wind
in the meantime blowing so hard as to
almost nail us to the yard. By the time
I reached the cdeck I was almost exhaust-
ed, but the mate would give us no rest.

“**Out there and furl those head sails," ae
howled almost before we striuck the deck.

“To go out on the jib-boom meant al-
most certain death, but we struggled out.
We were under water more often thon
above it. They had slacked off the head
shects and manned the down-hauls. The
salls filled with wind and bellied out as the
ship would sink down in the trough of the
sea, and I thought it would jerk the boom
out of her. We had just gott:n well out
on the boom when the sails filled wia
wind, the ship gave a mighty plunge, and
away went the canvas, blown eclean out
of the bolt repes. Tons of water poured
down on us, and I thought my last moment
had come, 8o clung on with denperut!oﬁ.
As she came up we hastened inboard,
and none too soon, as she took another,
even worse than the first, which carried
away all the head gear and the fore top-
mast with it. Another plunge, with a
heavy roll to leeward, and the mainmast
went by the board.

L
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“The crew, with the exception of the
captain, mates, boatstecrers—who, likke my-
self, were old sallors—were panic-stricken.
I seized an ax and with the mates star ed
to clear away the wreckage. The falling
masts had carried away the lee rall, and It
was but the work of a few monments to
cut away the spars and let ‘em drift

Survivor From

Whaler Off Crusoe’s Isle.

astern—but say, that old hooker was &
total wreck. The seas would board ms
with every roll, and wash her from stem to
stern. The boats which had been secured
in the chocks amidships were smashed to
smithereens. The quarter boats on' the
davits were to all appearances In goad
condition, but it was worse than useless Lo
attempt to lower them.

““To make matters worse, when soundings
were taken we found that the.old tub
had sprung a leak, so It was ail hands to
the pumps. It was heart-breaking work
trying to keep that rotten old huik afoxt.
We pumped and pumped, but it was no use.
The water steadily gained on us, and I
saw that it was only a matter of a fow
hours until she foundered. The captain sa-v
that our efforts were useless, and he or-
dered us aft to clear away the quarter
boats. It was a desperate chance.

‘“We lowered the weather boat first. BShe
was safely in the water, but before she
could get clear a huge sea broke over her,
rand she was dashed against the ship's side
and ecrushed like an egg she!l. The bal-
ance of us had clamberzd into the lee boat
and by hard work managed to get her clear
of the ship, and only just In time. We
were hardly at a safe distance when an
immense sea boarded the ship, her stern
rose high out of the water, took a down-
ward plunge, and down she went, stern
first.

*x .
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“The boat was overladen and we found
our condition terrible. The seas broke
over us contim:ally: We made a grating
fast to the boat's palnter and hove it over
the side. It acted as a sea anchor, and
kept her head up to the sea, but still 't
requiring constant baling to keep our frail
craft afioat. Night settled down and our
condition was even worse. Bleep was out
of the question, and we felt vastly re-
lleved as we saw the first sign of dawn.
During the nirht the wind had modera‘ed
somewhat, and the sea had gone down con-
siderably.

“At daybreak we saw the loem of land
In the distance. We dragged in the grat-
ing and headed for the island, as it proved
to be. It was late In the afternoon before
we reached it The sea was running so
high that it was madness to attempt a
landing, but we skirtcd the island, and,
coming to a small cove, or bay, the captain
decided to make the trial; asything was
better than another night in the open boat.
We had almost succeeded In making the
beach when a big sea came rushing toward
us. Before we could get the boat head
on it wroke over us, the boat capsized, and
we were all thrown into the water. My
head strusk a projecting rock, sight and
sound were merged [nto utter darkneas,
and I thought the end had come.

=
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“When I came to myself I was lying high
on the sandy beach. The wind and sea

Yeoman Myers, U. S. N,, Tells of Strange Adventyre That Befell Him at
Valparaiso — Sole

Wreck

of

”,
had died down. The surface of the bay
was like a mill pond. I endeavored to ‘et
on my feet, but a sitting posture was all
I was equal to. It was well along in the
day. The sun glistening on the water
blinded me and a dizziness came over me.
I clesed my eres and fell back unconsclons.

“It was during the night some time that
I regained my senses. My tongue was
parched and swollen. I must have water.
I staggered to my feet and started inland.
After a short walk I heard the sound of
trickling water—say, that was the sweetest
music I ever heard in my life. I rushed
forward and threw myself into a stream of
the most delicious water I ever tasted. I
drank until nearly bursting. I plunged my
head in up to my neck, then I lay down
and rolled in It. I just couldn’t get enough.
I crawled out and strctcht_*.‘d myself on the
grass alongside the brook and passed off
into that sleep which only total exhaus-
tion can produce.

“When I awakened it was broad day, and
my first thought was of my companions.
1 went down to the beach to look for them,
but no sign of boat or men could 1 see,
and I reaHzed that I was the only one of
thet entire ship's company that had sur-
vived.

My next thought was of food. In the
distance I saw what looked like a small
hut. 1 walked to it and a curlous sight
met my gaze. It was a small cavern, the
front boarded over with' roigh weather-
beaten boards, and cut deep into one »f
them were the words, ‘Here llved Crusoe.’

“I rubbed my eyes and looked agaln,
There it was beyond a doubt. I was cast
away on the Island of Juan Fernandesz,
the home of Alexander Selkirk, the Robin-
son Crusce of fiction. 1 entered the cav-
ern. Driven in the walls were & number
of pegs or wooden pins. Around one side
was arranged a rude couch or bench.

“I left the hut and started to explore
the island. Of fresh water there was an
abundance. One stream of considerable size
in about the center of the islamd came
down from the mountains, forming nume--
ous waterfalls and cascades of great beau-
ty. Along the beach grew the tall cocoa
palms, and I found a number of wild
quince and peach trees. The eastern slope
of the mounteir was coveéreli with a dense
growth of wil® oats. I knew I would not
suffer from the lack of food. I had never
seen such beautiful ferms and grasses, and
the trees were alive withy bifSs of thp
most beautiful plumage. I jodgkd the is-
land to be about fourteen miles long and
about five or six wide. I knew it to be
located in about 33 degrees south latitude
and some 300 mliles off the coast of Chile.
The island is mquntalnous, and 1 deter-
mined to elimb to the highest point. The
slopes of the mountains were covered with
a dense growth of timber and tall grasses.

* i
* %

“I gathdred some fruit and started for

the top. High up I found ‘Selkirk's Look-

out’ and the tablet erected by the British
government to his memory. I forget now
the exact wording on the tablet, but re-
member that it was erected to the memory
of Alexander Selkirk, mariner, who spent
four years in complete solitude on the s-
land. The location afforded me a view of
the sea for miles around, but 1 saw no
signs of a passing ship. Tired out with

my day's tramping, I returned to the hut |

and prepared for the night. Beforc turning
in I collected a large quantity of brush,
driftwood and the like—having carried my
maiches in an ollskin bag they were in
good condltion—and made a beacon, or
fire. I put on enough wood to burn
throughout the night, entered the hut,
stretched myself out on the bench and
was almost Instantly asleep.

*“In the morning I replenished my fire
ard putting on a quantity of green
branches and moldy and damp wood made
a greatl smoke; then I started for the look-
out. I was dctermined that no ship should
pass me If I could prevent it. In coming
down the mountain that afternoon I discov-
ered dug in the foothills great caverns or
tunnels, and I remembered that this island
had been used as a penal colony by the
Spanish. 'These tunnels were no doubt
where the convicts had been confined by
night. It is =ald that they finally re-
volted, killing the entire garrison. I was
satisfied that 1 was the only human being
on the island, and as the thought of Sel-
kirk came to my mind I wondered if I, too,
were doomed to three or four years' soll-
tude, and the thought was by no means
pleasant,

“buring the day I found an old plece of
wire on the beach. The waters in the
vicinity of the island were allve with fish.
I took my wire, made a rude hook, and in
a short time landed a fine fish, Night came
once more, and I rebuilt my fire. This
program I kept up for a week or more,
when one morning I was overjoyed to see
a small schooner in the offing.

1 rushed down to the beach, and as a
small boat put off from her it was all I
could do to keep from jumping into the
sea and swimming to meet her. The schoon-
er proved to be a trader. Bhe had been
down among the islands and was on her
way to Ban Francisco, having called ::
at .I:;m Fernandez for water. I told her
caplain my story, and he gave me passage
to "Frisco. As soon as I got to San F‘ra:-
cisco I re-enlisted in the navy, and I tell
you after that little experience it's the navy
for me. No, siree, no more whalers in
mine,"” and the yeoman knocked the ashes
from his pipe and turned to another appli-
cant for enlistment who at that -moment
entered the office,

The inscription on the Selkirk tablet seen
by Chief Yeoman Myers is as follows:

“In memory of Alexander Belkirk, mapi-
ner, & native of Largo, In the county of
Fife, Scotland, who lived on this island In
complete solitude for four Years and
four months. He was landed from the
‘Cinque Ports’ gallery, ninety-six tons,
eighteen guns, A. D. 1704, and was taken
off in the ‘Duke,’ privateer, 12th February,
1700. He dled lieutenant of H M. 8.
‘Weymouth," A. D. 1723, aged forty-seven.
This tablet is erected near Selkirk’'s look-
out by Commodore Powell and the officers
of H M B ‘Topax,’ A. D. 1868."
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IS LIFE ELECTRIGITY?

WASHINGTON SCIENTIST MAKXES
RESEARCHES INTO VITAL FORCE.

New Society to Investigate Relation-
ship of Organic Electricity and
the Problem of Life.

“Advanced age will be a commonplace, T
myself propose to live as long as 1 pleasa.”

The speaker made his astonishing declara-
tion with no Yravado, but with an alr of
camness and sane conviction. He was, he
said, a student of Andrew McConnell's, a
scientist of Washington.

“Life,” he continued, “is electricity. With
the discoveries which McConnell is making
there will now be an exact science of health;
chronic disehses will vanfsh from the earth;
mind development will be systematically
cuitivated, and all the so-called miracles of
the magnetic healers, the faith cure special-
Ists, mental selentists, Christian sclentists,
and so on, which have astonished and mys-
tified and scandalized the world, will be
seen to have a simple scientific basis. Frank-
lin's kite experiments established the rela-
tionship of lightning and electricity and the
phenomenal applications of electrical dis-
covertes in these days by Edison, Bell and
Marconl, in lights, phonographs, telephones
and wireless telegraphy have prepared the
world for wonders. McConnell has only
gone a step further and opened the realm
of organic electricity which gets down to an
interpretation of life itself and makes plain
the phychic mysteries of telepathy, thought
trapaference, suggestive healing and the
proongatlon of life itself.”

The claims of Andraw McConnell's stu-
dent are so astonishing that the reporter
who called on the scientist was prepared to
find some vislonary if not an absolute
scheming charlatan. The fact i3 Andrew
McConnell is a quiet, unpretentious and un-
worldly scholar, who has for some years
been making researches Into what he calls
life force, or organic electricity. For two
years he has been making experiments
quietly in a southern community and lately
has been carrying on in Washington a se-
ries of tests in the Influence of hls new
organic electricity In stimulating vital
force, Much attention is belng attracted to
these experiments, and partieularly slgni-
ficant I8 the Interest being manifested by
the corps of scientists at the Bmithsonian

Institution,
To Aid Research.

A society_of local scientists Is belng or-
ganized under McConnell among the lead-
ing iInvestigators In varlous government
laboratories to make researches into the
laws governing electricity and life, as the
tests which have been made establish the

fact that the Investigator Is able sclentifi-
cally to perform the various cures which
are claimed to be performed miraculously
by Christian Beclentists and others. The
stated objects of the organization are to

investigate the laws of orgamic electricity,

with the threefold view of overcoming
chronic disease, increasing mind power and
lengthening life.

- Life Is Electricity.

Mr. McConnell himself is convinced that
life itself s electricity. He says:

“We have conclusive proofs that life is
electricity. We do not take up the ques-
tion of the immortal soul, but simply prove
that the physical basis of life and intelll-
gence I8 electrieity.

“In 1775, Galvani, an Itallan sclentist,
found by accidenta!ly bringing a dead frog's
legs close to an electrical machine ‘hat
the electric current made the muscles of
the dead frog contract and kick as If alive.
This proved that electrieity can produce
muscular action.

“In 1828 another sclentist, Nobill, put a
live frog on the circuit of a Galvonmeter,
the instrument that is used to detect and
measure an electric current. The live frog
deflected the needle 4 degreaes. This proved
there is electricity in animal life and is the
energy that moves all living things.

‘“The researches of Matteucclo and E. Du-
Bois Reymond proved conclusively that
muscular action is due to electricity. One
experiment was to grasp a stick with one
hand while the Galvonmeter was connected
with the muscles of each arm. When the
right hand grasped firmly the stick, tensing
the muscles of the forearm, the Galvon-
meter showed a strong current in the right
arm muscles and none in the left arm which
was lax. Then it was reversed, tensing
the left arm muscles. The Galvonmeter
showed a strong current in the miiscles of
the left arm, while the current subsided
in the right arm muscles, It was found
that all electricity left the body at death.
This is conclusive proof that muscular ac-
;1051 is due to electricity generated In the
ody.

“All know that the electric eel and tor-
pedo fish can send out at will an electric
ghock strong enough to kill another fish
and to shock a horse senseless. Belentists
huve measured the electric shock of thas
electric eel of the South American rivers
and It averages one-tenth of a horsepower.
These eels have been dissected and the or-
gans producing the electricity were found.
to be knots of simple muscles and nerves
similar to the muscles and nerves of all
animal life. This proves that electricity
can be produced by living organisms and Is
another conclusive proof that vitality is
electricity.

“In 1870 Fritsch and Hitzig were trying
to find, iIf, as phrenologists claim, the braln
acts from departments or acts as a whole.
They proved that faculties have separate
location In the brain by opening to the
brain of a dog and touching an electric cur-
rent to different portions. This current pro-
duced movements in different parts of the
body, showing that certain portions of the
brain furnish the power to move certain
organs, ete. This proved, witheut their no-
ticing it, that eleetricity in the brain can
move the muscles, taking the place of life
vitality.

“Through these five experiments we have
absolutely conclusive proof that muscular
action in all life is from electricity gener-
ated !n the body.”

Body a Voltaic Battery.

Mr. McConnell, with the usual modesty
of the sclentist, does not cla‘m to have
made any great discovery hims=lf, but says
that he has rather summarized the discov-
erles of others and applied them. He iz con-
vinced that every vital process generates
electricity, and recaliing that every chemi-
cal change liberates energy, he regards the
process o digestion as a chemical rather
than a mechanical change, and argues that
digestion produces electricity. Dr. Priestly
as early as 1777 showed breathing to be a
chemical change, and McConneli, extending
the argument, shows that all the micro-
scopic cells of which a living organism Is
composed are constantly undergoing chemi-
cal change, and that thes= billions of cells,
whose life depends upon the continuous
chemical change, glve back the larger part
of the body vitality.

“What we call vitality,"” says the sclen-
tist, “'is the electricity that com:=s from aii
chemical changes. 'The fact iz the whole
body '1s a voltaic battery, and generates
electricity on the identical principle as the
electricity I8 generated for commercial
uses.”

When asked what he regarded as the
new and slgnificant phase of his discov-
eries, Mr. McConnell sald:

No Chronic Disease.

“Men overwork, worry and dissipate till
the vital forces are brought below the nor-
mal, with not enough power to run the vital
organs and do the usual work. One quits
work and sends for a doctor. The doctor
glves him stimulating drugs which arouse
the low reserve forces into a frenzy of ac-
tion. The drugs arouse and use the vital
forces, but do not create more. The reac-
tion makes one weaker. It is like whipping
a horse. It arouses his reserve forces, usecs
them up quickly, but does not create more.
Whipping beyond the normal strength will
soon kill a horse, and taking medicine stim-
ulation continually will make an incurable
invalid of every person who does it. There
can be no other result. This is why medi-
cine cannot cure chronic invallds. The only
sclentific way is to learn how to increase
the production of the vital forces just as
an engineer knows how to increase the pro-
duction of the engine power.

*“All know that vitality, or nature, as the
doctors call the life forces, is the only cura-
tive, strengthening and rebullding agent of
the body. If we learn how rapidly to in-
crease Lhe production of this life power we
can overcome any chronic and medically
incurable disease. Plenty of vital power In-
creases the action of the heart and elrcu-
lates the blood to all parts of the body.

Plenty of vital power Inéreases the action
of the lungs and gets more oxygen for the
blood. Plenty of power increases the Bc-
tion, mechanical and chemical, in the stom-
ach and digests more food. Plenty of
power gives more to the lver, which in-
creases its action and rids the body of the
poisoning waste. More power Iincreises
every vital process, glves plenty power for
the muscles for our work and plenty for
the mind In our thinking. Plenty of wvital

power will thus normalize all parts of the
body and give that mastery and joy of
bounding he 1

"It is estimated that an average man con.
sumes some J3.kM calorles of vital force a
day. If some day he produces but 1080 he
is fll. If he continues to produce bhut a
part of what he needs he remalns a ~hron-
le Invalid. All there is to health is ket ping
this vital power up to the normal

“Finding the motdr forces of life to he
electric energy, the next prohlem Is to find
how this life electricity is mically pro-
duced. From this I have found wayvs rap-
ldly to Inerease the production of the life
power witl t drug or electrical app i
—how one can himself Increase the el
production of his body battery B
ing one the laws of the life forces 1 Ar
electric standpoint, how to increase and
control them, 1 find an invalid can cure
himself In a few days. There should In

future be no chronle discases.'

To Explode Superstitions.

Reminding Mr, McConnell of some of the
claims of the student that the mira
the healers could be explained upon an
electrical basis, he smiled and said: 1 have
not been wliing that anything be sald on
that line, There is much still to Investigate,
but once the vital foree is proved to be
electricity, the principle has an unlimited

application. As the vital forces vary the
mind varies, and a way to Increase vital

es of

force would Increase the mind power,
Thought becomes Indissolubly connecied
with vital electric currents. Electriclty

passes through space on ether waves, as
proven in the wireless telegraph. This ex-
plains the uncanny psychic mysteries, te-
lepathy, mind reading, clairvoyance and all
the mysteries of the ages arising from in-
telligence belng communicated to a distance.
It is possible with sufliclent mind receptiv-
ity and sufficient mind unity to develop sub-
conscious telepathy into'a consclous electria
talking, where the human brain takes the
place of the receiver and transmitter of the
Marcon| wireless telegrapl Proving mind
power to be electricity, and as electricity
controls the vital life processes, nmkes scl-
entific explanation of miracles, divine heal-
ing, mental suggestion, magnetic healing,
Christlan science, and all other. lines of
faith heallng. The power that s spreading
Christian sclence, based upon the absurdity
that there is no paln and no matter, Is the
fact that they cure diseases that medicine
cannot effect., If we prove that material
science can cure In a few days ‘hese med-
ically incurable diseases, we will take the
dynamic power out of Christlan science.”

An Undiscovered Continent.

Just how the patient or stud: .t is enabled
to increase his 0 n vital force and develop
greater mental energy by taking advantage
of his organic electricity, Mr. McConnell
did not explain, but the reporter Inter-
viewed several of the men and women upon
whom the experiments have been tried, and
unanimously they iestify ta the immediate
electrical energizing of his method. One
case particularly Impresdive is that of Dr.
W. H, Ashmead, a member of the Cosmos
Ciub, and assistant curator of the Smith-
sonian, one of the leading ichthyologists In
the world, who has completely overcome a
severe attack of nervous prostration by life-
electricity methods,

Mr, McConnell is writing a book to elucl-
date his theories.

“If we have,” he says, "‘been able to turn
waterfalls into electric suns, making per-
petual daylight in our cities; If we have
harnessed the lightning into a Hermes-mes-
genger who can encircle the globe while an
ancient courler was crossing the street; if
through the telephone we can talk a thou-
sand miles and hear a friend's familiar
voice, surpassing the wildest dreams of
the "Arabian Nights;' if through the wire-
less ether we talk across 3,000 miles of
ocean, doing what other ages would mnot
have dared dream any but God could do;
if we have done all these miracles through
the power that resides In dead matter,
what wonders can we not accomplish when
we have as thoroughly developed the higher
energies that reside in all living forms?
Here Is the undiscovered continent of gcie
ence,” .

BROKE COALING RECORD.

Crew of the Battleship Virginia Do
Some Tall Loading.

RICHMOND, Va., October 5.—The Unfted
States battleship Virginia, which has ar-
rived at the Norfolk navy yard for repairs
before proceeding with the fleet to the Pa-
cific coast, broke all previous records in
\ the American navy In coaling at s:a from
colliers dur'ng recent maneuvers off the
Massachusetts coast. While sister ships

were loading from colliers only an average
of 150 tons of coal per hour, the Virginla's
crew rgached 233 tons per hour under or-
dinary conditions in coal load'ng from col-
liers,

The Virginia, too, came third in target
practice, a new record for a brand-new
ship, beating her s'ster shlp, the New Jer-
sey, 100 per cent.

HITCH OVER STEEL RAILS.

Manufacture of a Perfect Rail Denied
by Railway Men.

NEW YORK, October 5.—There is sald to
be a hitch in the negotiations now in
progress looking to the manufacture of a
perfect steel raill, because the steel rall
manufacturers assert they cannot make the
rail demanded by the committee of the
Amerlcan Assoclation.

It is In the chemical composition of the
steel that the rallway men and the steel
makers cannot agree. The rallway com-
mittee wants a rall low in prosphorus and
high In carbon, with a quarter of the
molten mass at the top of the Ingot cut off
as a “‘discard.”

Further meetings on the subject are to
be held, but it is expected that when E,

H. Gary calls the general meeting of rall-
way and steel manufacturers together
there will be two presented.

UNCLE SAM'S BUFFALO HERD.

Will Be Sent Soon to 8,000-Acre
Ranch in Oklahoma.

NEW 'YORK, October 5. —Frank Rush,
the western cowboy naturalist, is expected
here today to take charge of the herd of
buffalo at the New York Zoological Gar-
dens, which will be sent to the Wichiita nu-
tional forest in Oklahoma and Kkept in an
8,000-acre park which Is In readiness for
them.

Congress Included in the agricultural ap-
propriation act for this fiscal year the
money for the construction of a fence and
pasture for the herd, which has been pre-
sented to the government by the New York
Zoological Bociety,

The fence 1s complete, and it is expeocted
that within the next ten days the animals
will again be roving In the western wilds,

Young Woman a Jerome Spy.

NEW YORK, October 5.—During a mur-
der trial now In progress here it developed
that Maria Sinischalch!, a young woman
who has played a tambourine with a hand
organ in the downtown streets, has been
employed as a detectlve and interpreter for
the district attornz2y’s office since 1003,
Vouchers were produczd in court to show
tha: the young woman, who is an important
witness for the prosccutlon in the present
case, on one occason took a trip to Eu-
rope at the city's expensge to look for wit-
nesses and procure infurmation,

Revolt Against High Meat Prices.
NEW YORK, October 5.—A novel effect
of the rise in price of foodstuffs, particu-
larly meat, s reported from Augusta, Me.
Nearly 1,200 of the people of Kennebeg
county are reported in open revolt against
the high prices demanded for meat and
have pledged themselves to abstain from
all meat for ten davs, It is hoped by this
method to force tha prices down. The date
on which the strike will become effective
has not yet been announced, but the fasting
will begin In Augusta, Gardener, Hallowell,
Winthrop and several of the smaller towns
in the county at the same time.




