
APPLE PICKERS IN
fin;

FPOKAXE. Wash September 10. 1'.«>T.

AI'I'I.E p:ckers iii Washington or-

cl arils are having the time of their
livr.« The total acreage Is near

Ihe ii?'.(<:!i matk «r.d t trees are

I. avily laden and wag-.« bigger
11 an ( vcr I . fore in the history of the ln-

<1 ,;:ry Tie . top is estimated b> growers

and iii.-! tors t.> be wor... front |sJ,t*s».iitio
,..'j this Mason, and of this more

t .n " "» will be jail for fru.t packed
| e bulk ot ti e crop Is made

pot nburgh, Newtown pippins, w.ne-

t j u ! other win.tr varieties,

^v,,. t s ,ip;»'I any w here. the thief

til, ;s i . :ig the Yakima, Wenat.-hee.
<; ... ! l'r r valle; s in tlte order

I !. .1
; ,,{ '' f ,:it wil! 1-e sent to Atlantic

coasl markets and Kngland, France. iici-

111:t:. \ t: .i and t .. oiient New'York.
>11 U! « 1. agi» are the chief dls-

t !.r.^ j lists . as! of the Koi ky moun-

ta and fr..m these tiie Jobbers and

ib a is in vai. -us [arts of the west, east

an.I s ut ar« supplied, The Mg red apple
is t' fa. rite of Americans and Aus-

trallai >. v. .i >. the Englishmen are fond ot

tt. various varieties of pippins, which also
l.a'w re. a: ons in l>enir.ark and Sweden
mul otia-r | a. ts of Kurope.
Stated i ownercially. the erop of Wash¬

ington this jiar Is a matter of ft.0ii0.000
boxes- i arli eontainlnK fifty pounds of ap¬

ple? The fruit was grown in th rty-seven
. ,unties, i tse having more than Ta.oio

tiees l» ius Yakima. 1.24S.tM>; Chelan, -lOo.-

<»«'; Spokane -ill.lio. 1'ier '.'fio.oiK; Whit¬
man. »o::(«m. Cowlitz. Uta.too, Ivir.sap. I.M.-
»? o. Whatcom. ttM>G0; Columbia. 80,00®, and
*1' :rs!i'ii Ts.Tii* orop would till

cur:- of pounds each, or make .'>0

ti.i s of thlrty-tlir e cars each, l.ald end

t.i «.!. I the boxes, egt.te-n 'nches in length
sin,l twelve int lies h:gii. would stretch 1.4110
n...t ml if pi'.- d up they wou'-d make a

s- aft HIT miles high.
Packers do not pa k barrels in this coun¬

try. Tin y are too unw iMy. Fine boxes

are used, and they rea< a the growers an 1

packers 'knocked down." the price being
1'J-j cents each, to wii h must be added
1 cent for nailing. As a rule pickers and

pa kt ri are paid by the day. the wage
s a'e ranging from S-.to £{, though
:r some Instantes the pickers aie paid by
ti e box or tae entire orchard, which con¬

tain from mi to 10H trees to the acre. The
a -.'erase cost of picking, packing and pack¬
age to tii<? grower is cents, but it 13 not

unusual for shippers or eoinnrsslon inen to

bay the products of the orchard on the
trees, paying from J1 to $1.25 a box and
doing all the work.

*
* *

\s Wa-i ngton apples are now handled
In the highest priced markets of the world
every care is taken with the packs, the
fiu;t being s- act and of uniform size, color
anil flavor. They are hand-packed after
grading, and every pr caution Is taken
atainst I rulsing. and they are free from
stains a 1 pests. Kvery apple Is wrapped
in paper lo prevent contact Only the high¬
est quality fruit is selected for export, and
for this the growers rcceive at least $1 a

box more in the foreign markets than they
do on the local markets, where competition
Is not so keen. Dostonlans will readily pay
the top 1 rice for big red apples, the New
York market is best for Winesapc and
Fpitzenlurghs and Chicago wants flavor
more than color and size.
Krar infected with the codling tnoth or

Pan Jose scale is confiscated and destroyed
wherever found, anil to give the consumer

every prote tion against these pests and in¬
sure freedom from disease H. A. Huntley,
state fru.t ommissioner, has an experienced
horticulturist as Inspector in each of the big
nrple districts. The legislature at Its last
session also enacted several laws to Insure
better fruit, among the provisions being the
follow ins
"All boxes, crates, baskets or packages

containing fruit offered or transported for
sale within this state shall be marked with

WEST
DING A GOLD MINE
the name of the variety (or if the variety is
unknown the said box, crate, basket or

package shall be marked 'variety un¬

known), and with the name of the actual
locality or district where grown, and no

r-uch box. ciate. basket or package shall
h?.r tli-' name of any other locality, place
or district other than that in which said
fruit was actually grown."

I *
* *

That there is "big money" in apple or-

d.:i«. an industry yet in Its infancy in
tli" state of Washington, and, in fact.
throughout the northwest, becomes ap-
rar-nt when it is known that trees aver-

nge live boxes each every season, and that
.11 n.any of the older orchards containing
f c.rn fifty to seventy-five trees It is not un-

m:r.nn to harvest from fifteen to twenty
box* s The younger orchards are set with
from eighty to 108 trees to the acre. A
i:.ovf?ni dollars gross the acre Is not un-
cointnun in the western part of the Spokane
country, where apple growing has assumed
a commercial importance second to none in
the district. Forty and fifty acre orchards
( ontaining from 3.500 to 4.SO) trees are not
rare These are more than twice the size
of the biggest orchards in Massachusetts,
which has an orchard of 1,700 trees at
Hayder.ville, declared to be the largest in
New England. However, big orchards are
nut the rule, as-there is money In five and
ten acre tracts, which, with the practice of
ir;igata>n, have been made heavy pro¬
ducers. Thousands of acres of land tribu¬
tary to Spokane have been put under the
ditch in the last few years and thousands
more will be added as quickly as the ma¬

terial and men necessary to do the work
can be assembled. It has been demon¬
strated that a twenty-acre orchard properly
tended under irrigation will net more profit
than the lOO-aere fruit farm In the east.
These small tracts are being rapidly oc¬
cupied by men, who, while working in
Spokane and nearby towns, Ind time to
care for their orchanrs.

*
* *

While there have been good and poor
years in the history of the apple industry
in the 1'nited States, the records show the

export business has been one of gradual
expansion, and while the growth probably
has not been so great as it will be during
the coming few years it has been encourag¬
ing. The number of barrels of apples ex¬

ported to Europe was 239,252 in 1 .SSI, and
in 1S.H2 this increased to 395,594. The num¬

ber had increased to 709.219 barrels in 1884,
and in 1KSS the export business amounted to

1,407,409 barrels, and this increased In 1S06
to 2,919,840 barrels and 913,000 boxes.
There was an unusual number of apples

produced in the United States in 1890, a

crop the size of which, considering the
number of bearing trees, may never be
equaled again. It Is estimated that 05,000,-
000 barrels of apples were raised in this
country during the year. Naturally, such
an abnormal crop caused the exportations
of apples to be high, and It did not again
equal th.'s record until in 1903-4, then the
exports amounted to 3,409,703 barrels and
413.356 boxes. It Is estimated that the
total will reach 4,000.000 barrels or 12,000,-
000 boxes this year, and it will continue to
increase more rapidly than ever before in
the annals of the business.

It is not in apples alone that Washington
has come to the front as a fruit producing
state. Reports compiled by State Fruit
Commissioner Huntley and submitted to
Gov. Albert E. Mead show that in addition
to almost four full townships of apple
trees the state had at the beginning of last
year 949.299 plum and prune trees, 701,956
peach trees, 500,033 pear trees. 243,459
cherry trees, 30,089 apricot trees, 23,862
English walnut trees, 15,185 almond trees
and 6.988 quince trees, and that thousands
of trees have been planted since the statis¬
tics were gathered for the foregoing state¬
ment.

Wolfskin makes the best drumhead.

WITH THE CAMPERS ON THE UPPER POTOMAC, WHERE
HEALTH AND FUN ARE FOUND AT SMALL EXPENSE

The Canoe is the ~Popo
Vehicle

EVER visit the camps of the upper
Potomac? Trobably not. So many
persons In Washington as well as

In other cities never do anything
but sleep, eat, work and sleep

again.. People are forever looking over

tlietr glasses and seeing romance and the
like only In foreign lands and far-off parts.
It Is too true that there are many Wash-

lngtonians who do not know their Wash¬

ington. Let some men get out of their own
neighborhood where they cannot read the

legend on a street lamp and they are lost.
Such persons Bhould wake up. They t-re

losing time. The years are slipping by and

they are letting pass opportunities for
wholesome pleasure in which recreation .md
Instruction are combined.
Go to the canvas villages along the Po-

Cf\nvfi

toman, see the brown skins, bright eyes,
ruddy cheeks, brawny arms and happy
ways of the out-of-door folks and you may
be tempted to do likewise. There is health
in it. It is alluring. It is also cheap. There
is no rent to pay. There are no gas bills.
There are no saloons. There is no tempta¬
tion to play the role of the heavy spender
or the ponderous swell. It is the simple
life with a lot of charm mixed In with the
simplicity.
The board bill usually is small, but that

i and City fziend

depends. A man pays for what he eats,
but with an out-door appetite he is apt to
eat a great deal. Much of what he eats
is country produce, bought In the country
at country prices. If he works In the city,
as most of the up-stream dwellers do, iie

must pay car fare between camp and city.
But long practice has inured him to this
hardship, for the railroads along the Po¬
tomac banks are not more In the habit of
furnishing free transportation than other
lines which all Washingtonians know veil.

The tenting idea is not a new one, but
year by year It takes hold of more people.
And when it does take hold it Is with a
hard grip. The idea has been developed
until now a very respectable number of
camps and campers are strurg along the
river both on the Maryland and the Vir¬
ginia side, from the Chain bridge to Great
Falls. A "camp'' here means a single tent
or a group of tents. Sometimes a lone
camper tenants one tent. Now and then
the lone camper has two tents.a living tent

'In Cahv.

and a cook tent. Sometimes a single tent
Is occupied by a group of men- * club-
usually with an Indian or a near-Indian
name. There may be two or ten in this
club. Some o' them may be youths and
others advanced beyond that. Another
can.p will comprise a man and his fasnil\ .
a wholesome-looking wife and a covey of
bronzed children. Still another camp may
contain a group of clubs or families. You
can find almost any sort of camp you look
for if you explore all the out-of-way places
along the higher Potomac.

It would be tedious to compile a directory
of the. camps, but believe the writer they
are there. One is not apt to catch a

glimpse or more than a glimpse of these
sequestered places by looking out from the
trolley car, or while whirling along tho
Conduit road in an auto. Travel along tho
towpath of the canal and here and there
a vision of a fleecy white tent will come to
you, betrayed by a breach in the foliage.

*
* *

Where the tents are most numerous^ is

about High Island dam. This dam curves

from shore to shore of the river, here about
a quarter of a mile wide, and holds tho
river In check to feed the Georgetown
level of the canal. Over the dam the river
pot'rs and boils and fumes and sprays and
eddies with a boom that fills the air for
miles around with the sound of surge. Be¬
low the dam, the river is thick-strewn with
giant rocks and islets covered with the
green of sycamore and willow. High Is¬
land, a jungle-grown land, lies below the
dam and Snake Island and Sycamore Is¬
land above. .

It is in the deep woods along both shores
of the river between High and Sycamore
Islands that the largest number of camps
may be found. Some of them are rather
plain and others approach the sumptuous,
but all are homelike and hospitable.
Anyhow, if you do not care to visit he

camps, take the walk along the canal tow-
path and rest yourself on the beauty of
the country. Watch the passing boats and
the working of the locks. The view in tho
canal picture is looking up-stream and
shows a lock closed for a down boat.

THEORY THAT OUR NEIGHBORS ON PLANET MARS ARE
CALLING BY WIRELESS THRILLS WORLD OF SCIENCE

^G/qMNN/
j)/jC0Z£ef£3S
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ON«*K aga::. the astronomical world
1 as N-fr, t hi.lied. and this time It
is a thrill v\: <-h the la> man may
er.j<>> 1: ;s the thrill which lol-
1 v\ - the thought that somt* day

rot 4 r r we will he able to exchange

gr. .*< w. our planetary neighbors,
the J of" Mars, now tnat proof of their

prc-< :¦ tier* appears to he ac« umulating.
Prof IVrc.val I<ow* 11 of I-owell ohsvrva-

torv Fi tgstaff \r / photog:apher. geogra-
phei ami t> j>i.grai-4ier of Mars, lias Just
returned from South America. wh?re, In

the Andes ran mtaius. he has been making
observations a: d 'ak.ng photographs of the

planet during its apposition. We were com-

paraliv. ly "r ar the planet then.some
f«rt\ ml :<»r.s of miles away 1 it quite close
astronomy aII> speaking. Prof Lowell, who
has ;,!w;r>s h-Id th* belief that Mars was

Inla'.ud. fom< s hack brimful of en-

tbusiasm for having obtained what he re¬

gards as absolute proof tfiat his theory is
corr? et.

Sur.im.ng :p the ivsult of his work, this
is what th' professor says:
"It is a d ie t sequitur from this that

the planet :s at present the abode c»f intel¬
ligent constructive life. 1 may say in this
connect ion that the theory of such life
upon Mars was !n no way an a priori
hypothesis «.;* my part, but deducted as an

outcome of obs-rvation. and it lias been
since fully confirmed by my observations.
"No oih r supposition is consonant with

all the facts ohser> <1 h- re."
Hut t!iat is not all. There is a more

startling though perhaps not so scien¬
tifically icliabl0 suggestion that we are

being "called up" by wireless telegraph
s< ross th" awful distance which stretches
between our planet anu our flery-looking

heavenly neighbor named for the god of
» ar.
One night a few weeks since an operator

in charge of a lonely wireless telegraph
station on ths North Atlantic coast caught
three distinct "taps" or flashes on his in¬
strument. He could not recognize the call as

any he knew, nor did he appear to have
Intercepted a message, for the flashes were

not repeated. The next night the "taps"
came again almost at the same hour, and
when the thing happened again the third
night the operator did 6ome energetic
thinking.
There was something about those mys¬

terious signals which seemed uncanny. They
did not sound to him like any other he had
heard before.
So he told another man at a station far¬

ther down the coast, and to his surprise
this operator, too. had received the same

signals at the same hour.
And uo and down the coast the news ran,

only to be confirmed by every man who
worked a wireless "key."
"It's Mars calling." some one suggested,

and science did not frown upon the ex¬

planation. There wore those who fe'.l in
line with tlie suggestion, and still others
who feared to combat It. remembering the
wonders which astronomy had proved by
line and arc and angle
Is Mars railing us? Has she found some

method of driving the electric waves across
the gulf between us and telling earth that
she, too. Is peopled with the "Intelligent,
constructive life" Prof. Lowell speaks of?
Surely Prof. Lowell argues logically enough
In supporting his assertion that there are

people on the planet to send such a mes¬

sage.
Prof. Lowell and his associates began

their observations of Mars In the Andes last
March. This was three months and a half
before the apposition of the planet. From
then on until the middle of July the obser¬
vations continued. They set up their ap¬
paratus in much the same fashion as did

grwrnr

Prof. Pickering of Harvard -when he took
his famous photographs of the moon In
Jamaica. The observatory stood at the top
of a hill, with the long tube of the tele¬
scope running downward about 1H5 feet to
a smaller inclosure in which were fixed the
lens and a mirror attachment. The photo¬
graphic plates were placed under the lens
In this lower building, and by the aid of
tha mirror the observer who sat in the
house on the elevation saw the reflections
of the planet.
Prof. Lowell's last expedition was a sort

* 1
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of "checking up" on earlier observations.
In the first place, he had satisfied him¬

self that the planet had an atmosphere
through certain variations In the light
about it.
Then he wafohed the "south polar cap,"

a great white field on the lower axis; saw
It fade away and reappear regularly as

though controlled by the seasons. As the
cap disappeared Its out r edge was bordered
by a deep blue line, and when the blue line
faded out the canals came Into prominence.
The explanation was soon forthcoming.

The polar cap was Ice.just as our own.
The disappearance of the cap at regular
seasons and the deer) blue line succeeding
it showed the Ice me'.ting, the resultant
water appearing In the darker hue and
Ailing the canals. The fact that there
were air. land and water on the planet
made it possible at least for human life to
exist.
Then came the evidence of an inhabited

planet. As far back as 1877 Giovanni
Schiaparelll, the Italian astronomer, had
observed a series of reftular lines which ho
took to be vast canals or water courses.
Prof. Lowell took up the study of the Mar¬
tian canals anil his observations devel¬
oped these deductions:
That the canals were cut with a pre¬

cision and absolute regularity which indi¬
cated beyond doubt the hand of man md
not an accidental formation of nature.
That water was exceedingly scarce on

the planet save that which came from the
melting of the polar cap.
That water being scarce and the canals

artificial, it was logical to assume that the
waterways had been dug for the purpose
of irrigation.
That the canals led from a greenish-blue-

colored region to a red-ochre-colored portion
of the planet, which appeared to be arid
land, and that patches of presumably fer¬
tile land dotted the canal routes, indicating
that the Irrigation process had made great
oases in the huge desert.
That the greenish blue or presumably fer¬

tile portions changed with the seasons, as
though inlluenced by the development of
vegetation.
Prof. Lowell saw also that the canals

were of tremendous size, the lines appear¬
ing on the planet being fuily thirty miles
wide and from 1.000 to 3.500 miles long.
"Is It not reasonable to believe that peo¬

ple who are wizards in engineering might
also be wizards in electricity?"

ROBINSON CRUSOE LIFE
OF AN ENGLISH AUTHORESS

Special Correspondence of The Star.
LONDON, September 18, 1007.

MISS Beatrice Grimshaw, who attract¬
ed a good deal of attention by her
lively stories of the doings of a

South Sea Island princess called Vaiti
went back to her beloved South seas re¬

cently to got more literary material. Ac¬
cording to a letter Just received by a

friend in London, Mii?s Grimshaw has been-
spending a month in the metropolis of
Vavan Island, somewhere around Tonga,
but has now tired of the dizzy delights of
that fashionable watering place, where
white women have been seen quite often,
and has retired to an abandoned house on

an island off Tonga, which has no other
human inhabitant whatever. She says:
"I have been making a serious study of

canoeing, and am getting on pretty well,
so I shall be able to get over to the main¬
land when I want. Swimming is restricted
because of sharks. The common and the
hammer-head shark both frequented the
waters I used to bathe in at Otea (vavan),
bo I never went in without a few native
girls, who splash and si riek enough to
frighten away a v/hale. List b.ithe I sight¬
ed something queer near a patch of coral;
swam in shore, got a canoe and paddled
out to look.and, behold, u sting-ray six
feet long, navy blue, with large whits
eyes, and a whiT-lash tail armed with a

poisoned sting, which It can driv.2 right
through your arm or leg! This pleasant
beast looked up at me intelligently, and
then slunk into a cave in the coral. I
didn't go in there again, in spite of its
modesty.
"You can picture me when this reaches

you living a Crusoe life on an island of
an acre or two, with no companions but
the cocoanut trees and the land crabs. 1
look forward to it very much; it will be a
new experience."

*
* *

Should Miss Grimshaw tarry long among
the Tonga Islands siie wiil have a literary
companion to help iier enjoy being lone¬
some. That veteran author and explorer.
Oliver Bainbrldge, who has traveled HiHi.tKH
miles in tin last twelve years, intends tak¬

ing up his permanent residence there. He
Is now on the eve of another journey to
India to execute a special commission for
an elaborate work on the native princes.
"When I have finished that," l.e says. "I

shall settle down on one of the Tonga Is¬
lands, where the natives are of remarkable
beauty, and I shall live a la Stevenson."
Is literary fame worth the pric? that is

paid for it? The answer of Helen Mathers
to that query is most emphat cally in the
negative.
"Looking back," she says, "I can only re¬

gret I did not take the crucial turning point
in my life that led on to eafce and wealth,
and away from fame, for once you have
succeeded pe.i and Ink become the genius
that seizes and ever after holds you its
slave. There is much drudgery, much self-
denial, even some heart-break, involved in
tiie profession of literature.it takes t<«j

much out of you, how< ver easily a id rapid¬
ly you write, as in my cskv; it takes you
too much out of the sunshine, and it is not
one 1 should ever recommend to any man

or woman. Fame Is a lantern of which
the bright side is turned outward to the
world, but the dark side to ourselves, and
while others play the one who perhaps
contributes to their play works in loneli¬
ness and often in dislieartenm-*nt. I regard
being happy and famous as Incompatible."

*
* *

It is not at all likely that any literary
aspirant will be moved by this to seek tiif

lowly vale of contentment and obscurity
rather than the dizzy heights of popularity,
I doubt If shining literary lights general.y
would Indorse Miss Mather's opinion that
fame and happiness are incompatible. Marie

Corelli appears to have solved satisfac¬
torily the problem of how to be both fa-
mous and happy. So have Conan Doyle and
several others who might be mentioned.
Hall Caine does not impress one as a par¬
ticularly happy man. But that Is not be¬
cause of his success. He does not try to
dodge any fame that comes his way.
Miss Mather's pessimistic reflections on

fame are contained in an. article describing
her first success, which of course was
"Comln' Thro' the Rye." It made a big
hit and there is still a steady sale for it.
The literary aspirant who is willing to take
his chances of getting his happiness knock¬
ed out by fame will find the story distinctly
encouraging, for It shows that one may
write a book which scores a great success
although the author thinks It poor stuff at
the time.

*
* *

"Comln" Thro' the Rye" is really the
story of her own family, and particularly
her own father. She began writing it when
she was a young girl, and at seventeen
started a revised version of it, but getting
scant encouragement from her relations,
laid the work asidr It was lh3 Impov¬
erishment of tha family through her
father's rash speculations which ltd to her
taking the work in hand again. Sha
showed tome of the manuscript to George
Bentley, a publisher. He told her to go
ahead with It and finish it In tima for that
season. It was then April and retiring to
a little house in Ra.-r.sgat; she s t to work
writing with feverish en-rgy night and
day. "But," she sa>s. "I got a terrible
throw-back by happening to read 'Far
From the Maddirig Crowd.' It produced
so great an impression on me that 1 felt
it impossible to go on writing my rubbish,
and for more than a fortnight, though
every hour was of the utmost value, I did
not touch a pen. This necessitated still
closer application ia'tr on, us *.h book we a
published on the following June lit. and so

great w.is the strain that wh -n I fell asle p
I used distinctly to l.eiir a voice saying to
me, 'You must get *up.' I wrote the last
part with pain in my head so hit- rise that
I could hardiy s -e the pap r. and aft»-r til <

b*>ok was published was entirely unable to
sieep."
When she finally s nt the manuscript to

Mr. Bentley she was so pro'oundly' dis¬
counts d Willi tilt* work that sii wrote h in

it f' 11 so far short of a hat she h id hoped
to mak* it that hut fcr h r i roniis . to
lilni she would have 1 urn:"! It And yet
Thomas tiardy, whi.se 1 ook hid inspir 1
her with such a poor opinion of her own

literary powers, once told her that wh r-

ever he went ha was sir of finding two
books, the Bible and "Comin' Tliro' tlu
Rye."

*
. *

The Duke of Argyll, who has dabb! d a

good deal in literature and Ins produe d
some passable poetry end extivm -iy i -ad-
able essays, is now i-ng-iged in writing his
memoirs. If h- is in.I af Id of being a

cused of indiscretion h-' could produc»
an extraordinar.iy Interesting Look. From
infancy King Edward's i rother-ln-law has
been much "behind the sc -ries" of royalty,
l.qng before lie :a.irriod Queen Victoria's
daughter he was on t.m.s of Inthnut-i
friendship with her. He was very much
disappointed because lie did not get a

chalice to writ'- the biography of his fa¬
mous fatiier But the late dak.-'s widow,
Ina. Duchess of Argyll, also had the liti r-

ary f. vci, and undertook the work.

Not at Ecr Best.
Kn.ui the <»fiitlownuMn.
No woman looks h r best at breakfast

time. The morning sun is v-ry stra glitfor-
waid ari'l v ry strenuous, and altogether ex¬

ceedingly trying to the complexion.


