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Still T

respassing on the Mall.

Evidences continue to appear from time
to time that ti} who favor the schems#
of blazing a stra'ght treeless course through
the Mall from the O tol to the Monu-
ment persist In thelr wriaking, de i
the lack of Ilaw t that elle and |
face of undoubted publie sontimont against
It It now develops t In the empiace- |
ment of the Ur t im ciire was
taken by somebady fr just who |
s not at this time enth —that th
egite should e a manner |
as to adva th sta-boulevard pro-
Jeot Furthermore, the location of thils
memorial lias been =0 @ rmined that the
destruction of several historie trees Is in-
volved Apuart [ senthmental ob-
Jection to such a sacrifi thie lpvers of
the caplital's parks w In this single
ftem another token of Intent to uproot
anywhere from 1,470 to 2ane trees in the
Mall, monuments far more perfect and in-
finitely more preclous as features of the
ecity's attractions than any architectural

works of which man's genius is capable,
In some [nserutable manner the Ildea
seems  lodged in certaln minds that the
axls of the Mall should be moved from the
direct east-and-west Hne, which now forms
the center, and that it should run from the

western edge of the Capitol grounds to
the center of the Monument. This would
not ., even adjuzt the reservation to the
radial system, for It would still remain

askew from the center of the Capitel bulid-

ing itself. Yet In order to accommodate
existing and prospective structures to this
projected siantwise axls It is serlously
proposed to move the Smithsonian a con-
siderable dlstance to the south and all
building emplacements are arranged with

: Une,
to set

reference to the =
Were this not

of all

the minds
well-wishers beauty as well
as the prosperity of the Greater Washing-
ton distinctly against 41he project the
scheme goes further and invelves the ex-
cavation of the Malil in the western por-
tlon to a depth several feet lower than the
present level If the advocates of this
amazing plan desire to turn the Mall Into
& lake they could not go at their work in
a more practical fashlon, for as certaln
as the Potomac river flows in past the
Capital eclty the lowered Mall will flood at
high water, and indeed will durlng the
greater part of the time present an as-
pect of swampiness highly suggestive of
the tidal flats of the river front during the
old days

It is time someihing were done to put a
stop to these piecemeal, stealthy advances
in extension of a scheme that is condemned
by the best gentiment of the city and is,

enotigh

for the

morever, utterly lacking in congressional
approval. If the two houses of Congress
have not heretofore discerned in these suc-
cesslve measures a  systematic effort to
fasten this ridiculous, destructive, inar-
tistie scheme pon the lDistrict, possibly
the ep Ie o G monument em-

placem desirable pur-

! finally check

Ppose ane the trespass upon
the park, wiich is today recognized by |
landscape artists the world over as a fitting

memorial to the gonjus of
Worthy taken

in propos

Downing and a
+ wisdom of Washington
ing & capltal

L
ol 1

plan.

Mr. Root in Mexico.

S ry Taft not be permitted to
m the lin it. Secretary Root s
e hls wisit to M: and making
friey or ‘ y and himself
The reports are meager, but suffielent to
show thut the hosts are pleased with their
guest and the guest with his hosts. Later,
a3 was the cas: with Mr. Root's visit to
Central and South Ameriea, the detalls will
be read with interest in the ['nited States

The Becretary of State has good things In
mind, and the man to earry them out.
¥lts views are broad, and as they relate to
all of our neig to the south should be
supported to by

is

the every American

agency. They mean closer friendships and
more business, and progress for the whole
hemisphers

The olorado man who married his
mother-in-law s ouie of the few people
whaq go into the matrimonial lottery on a
sure-thing basis. Each party to the nuptial
contra must by thls time have ample as-
surance of the other's patience and for-
| TE Y

Thronegbout the country there is develop-
Ing a disposlt » protest that the Mis-
8isslppl 13 not tne only river that ought to
be encouraged,

Events have proved that Charles Dickens,
While an excellent novellst, wus not a good
Judge of republics

Fillpinos feel that have had hard
luck enough w ut ng called upon to
own the islang Is

Dollar-Mark Patriotism.

rden of tlie *

sell the Philippines™
dered with tiresome itera-
tion by tie Now York Herald as the organ

nisre

of the retreat-and-retrenchment party, 1is
that the money cost of their continued pos-
#esslon {8 too heavy to be borne longer by
the American people. The citizens of the
United States are tired, 1t is al cged, of the
continued draln upon thetr resources Fig-
ures are glven to show the cost in mililons
of keeping the flag fNying at Manila. The

total 1s Impressive, if one looks but to the
_gl:-';r.rial end of the so-called bargaln with
pain.

This is & shamefully low pitch of key.
4% puts the mark of the dollar on a task
‘npd & responsibliity and an oppertunity
which should be measured in higher terms,
It assumes that the American people are In
truth, as the Bpaniards snld at the outset
Ot the war of 1808, a nation of shop-keep-
or3, looking always to the pennies and the
profits,

P'robably not one out of a thousand
Americans thought for a moment of the
monctary value of the Phillpplnes to the
V'nited States when the circumstances de-
veloped In a way to make it necessary for
Vs Lo take soverelgnty over the Islands. It
required no urusual shrewdness to per-
ceive that the process of restoring order to
the arcilpelago would be painful and cost.
Iv. It was appurent to any Intelligent ob-
server that it wou'd be many years be-
iore the expenditures there could be over-
taken by trade returns, The policy of paci-
ficatfon and continued control was indorsed

? the people because of an overwhelming
ationgl Lellef that it was a solemn duty

on the part of the United States to do its
best to bring that part of the world out of
the darkness of its barbarilsm and savagery
when once the currents of warfare had
carried us thera.

Whether our national motives were at
the beginning alfruistic or reifish, whether
we tock the Philippines Ibr sirategic, trade
or civilizing purposes, the fact remains that
we took them, and with them we assumed
a responsibillty. It is now clear to every
citizen who views large matters in thé
broad light of nationa’ism that for us now
to put the dollar test to the Philippine oc-
cupation would be to confess hefore the
worid that we went into the far east as
speculators and that we have repented of a
bad bargain. Buch a proposition would not
muster a corporal's guard in its support In
any national election. The candidate who
stood for It before the people would be
buried under an avalanche of votes so deep
that he would never more be heard of save
as a polltical Joke.

During the clvil war the cry was now
and then raised in the north that the con-
test must cease because it was costing so
heavily. The dollar-mark patriots clamored
for peaca because war was hurting thelr
business, The “'sell the Philippines' clamor
evidently comes from the same type of
Americans, and it will meet the same In-
dignant response from the country.

The Allurements of the Presidency.

A dispateh  from  Rlchmond, Ind., the
other day sald:

“Becretary Root, whie in Rlchmond to-
day, siated emphatically that he has no
preshicential aspirations, and that the presi-

dency has no allurements for him.”

The “bonnet” of every public man of na-
tional reputation and influence is supposed
to harbor a presidential “bee,”
undoubtedly do. No bec is more famous for
buzzing. Where it finds a home there I8
ever afterward only ungulet, All may
abandon rest and comfort after giving it
hospliality,

But there are many public men who es-
of eminence and usefu ness to
presidency makes no appeal.
They do not “disquiet themselves in valn''
because of that otiice. I8 value they fully
appreciate, but they go their ways without
a thougnt of uying for the great glitter-
ing prize which s so dithicult to win, Some
of them have studied it at close range.
Othiers have examlied it from atfar off.

The ilustrious American trio, Clay, Web-
ster and Calhoun, whose disapjpolntment at
failing to reach the presidency was pro-
found amd 1s historical, (ived for years close
to the ofice. All scrved n one capuacity
or another in Washiington, But students of
political history are well agreed that ne.ther
would muade a gouod chief executive.
Mr., Ciay, as Mr. Prenuce said, would have
been swamped oy Lie muititude o promises
e had made In hig ¢forts to win. Mr.
Websler wus a good orator and lawyer
rather than an administrator, while Mr.
Calhoun, who was a cne-ldeacd man, wou-d
probably have brougiit on war over slavery
Vears sooner than at last it came.

The effect of close observallon has been
different on Mr, Hoot, who is a great law-
yer and student. His service here has been
under two Presldents—men of opposite tem-
perament. Mr. Mckiniey was calm, de-
liberate and conservative, and except for
the war with Spaln would probably have en-
Joyed h's stay in the White House as much
as any man ever did or could. He knew
all the ropes, and men of both parties
liked him, Mr. Roosevelt is enjoying his
stay hugely, although it is all tempest and
strenuosity. The roar that goes on around
him is music to nis ears. So that Mr.
KHoot, who has seen Lhe White House hoth
in calm and In storm, llkes [t under neither
condition, and probably Is .thinking of a
return to the law with feelings of impa-
tience.

The allurements of

Cape—Imen
whom the

lisnive

the presidency are

strong, but are not ag generally felt by
pubiic men as supposed, It all depends on
the man.

“Martin Chuzzlewit.”
At Calro the President referred to “Mar-
tin Chuzzlewit,” and advised everybody to
read, or reread, the story. It was good ad-

vice, for theres may be found in the pook

| both amusement and instruction for every

Amerecan with a sense of humor and a
good digestion. As a people we are grown-
ups now, and should be able to go over our
earlier days with the greatest English car-
leaturist of the nipeteenth cenlury without
any uncomfortable feelings.

Mr, Dickens taught by broad lines and
high colors. He was a master of exaggera-
tion. He achieved all of his effects—and

they were numerous and valuable—by that
means., His philosophy was of the sime
echool of that of the old Mlississippi river
wteamboat mate, who when expostulated
with for his torrent of profanity and his
liberal use of the snake-whip n managing
the roustabouts replied: *“If you talk to

‘em and treat ‘em In reason, they won't
| mind.” Mr. Dickens applied the lash of
ridicule in the same spirit, and obtained

Ereat results.

American readers should remember, too,
that If we “caught It Inu "Chuzzlewit,” the
Engllsh did also. The autner did not spare
his own countrymen. Our Pograms, and
Jefferson Bricks, and Staggerses, and the

| Fest were no worse than the Pecksniffs, the

Jonas Chuzzlewits, the Montague Tiggs,
and the rest on that side the water. The
master was out with his shellalah, feeling
good, and he whacked everything and ev-
erybody that failed to catch h's fancy. No-
body on either slde was so bad or so good
as palnted, but the yarn held well together,
and met with a stirring reception. On this
slde we were mad as hornets, though as
Impatlent as anybody else for the author's
next book.

As the President says, ‘“Chuzzlewit”
makes good readng for Americans today.
If there be still, for some, a little acid in
the taste of ““Eden” and its Inhabitants,
there can be none in Mrs. Gamp—who, In
her way, and before Bernhardt's day, was
the Divine Sarah—nor in Tom Pinch, who,
if a llttle too good for everyday use, wears
well, and holds lh_e affection. And the per-
son who can read of Tom's ride to London
on the Balisbury coach, and not feel him-
self on wheels and see and enjoy the coun-
try on the way, Is of a dull and unrespon-
give mold. Of its kind the description is as
good as may be found in the whole range
of the author's work.

It is a solemn fact that the undesirable
citizen masquerading as a captaln of in-
dustry is much harder to get at than the
one masquerading as a labor leader.

The presence of snails In Pittsburg ex-
plaina why so many millionaires leave the
town when they yearn for a rapid pace.

More Faking.

Something will have to be done to check
the spread of nature faking. It would
seem as though every time the censor of
the naturalists Interposes an objection or
endeavors to ralse the standard of veracity
‘n this fleld of composition some one gets
into evidence with a fresh assortment of
outrageous libels on the an!mals and birds,
ascribing to them human, and even super-
human, qualities which they would prob-
ably repudlate with scorn and indignaffon
it they were capable of glving testimony.

Possibly the absence of the censorial per-
sonage on a long water journey toward a
place of comparative {solation for some
days is the incitement of this latest offer-

ing, which comes {n a dispatch from Win-
sted, Conn.:

“A party of pgolfers, including W. H
Phelps, cashier of the Hurlbut Natlonal

Bank, and Timothy Allen of New York

| which we live,

and many | full

4 any

city, who 1s visiting here, went to Norfolk
yesterday to play on the links of the Nor-
folk Downs Club. Richard Hooker of Nor-
folk drove the ball, and a fox darted from
the woods skirting the links and started
after it. Hooker waved his hat to Rey-
nard, whereupon the fox snapped up the
ball and disappeared in the woods."”

The question most seriously pressing
upon the man who related this alleged oc-
currence is why that fox stole the ball. It
might be averred in his behalf that he
wanted the ball because he thought it was
an egg. Or perhaps he was a playful fox
and saw a chance to contribute to the
amusement of his offspring. Or again, it
might be suggested, possibly ngnard. be-
ing a thoroughly up-to-date fox, recognized
the wisdom of laying In a store of fur-pre-
serving materials and mistook the white
pellet for a moth ball.

In any case, a formal report should be
made of this incldent to Washington, care
the Department of Unnatural History, so
that later, when there is sufficient leisure
between speeches and expeditions, the cen-
sor may examine it with a view to Ms
proclamation in proper terms as an un-
mitigated fake.

Conversation.

The Phlladelphia Ledger strikes a note
of warning in the following comments upon
the deplorable trend of the average conver-
sation of moderns: '

“It must be confessed that very much
of the conversation casually heard, even
in supposcdly cultivated clreles, does not
reflect the enlightenment of the age In
Iearning was never more
diffused than now., Good literature, the
&oil in which ideas are brought fo:th and
material for rational conversation is pro-
duced, was never before so cheap and
abundant. It is the age of discovery and
of suggestions for the active mind;
vet the talk of the masses, to a very great
extent, is on a low plane In form and
quality, and is given over for the most part
to pointlesa gossip. Perhaps the abundance
of printed matter has encouraged the
habit of relylng upon wrlters to do our
thinking for us, and we turn to gossip, in-
nocent or otherwise, as a rellef from too
much applicatlon to books and newspapers.
The love of gossip seems to be abiding.”

It is perfectly true that never before was
there such a fund of topics upon which to
draw for inte-esting talk. Yet the average
conversation ls flat, stale and unprofitable.
It relates chiefly to the sports of the
perind, to the fashions of the season, to
cooks, children, business and the most
trifling details of existence. With many
people a conversation consists almost
wholly in the repetition of current jokes,
borrowed from the latest vaudevilla per-
former's repertolre or repcated from the
newspapers. Of serlous talking, with a
purpose either to Illuminate another mind
or to carry conviction, there fs so little
outside of the realm of the higher intel-
lectuality that it would seem at times as
though modern people had lost the power
of thought.

Our publlec schools might profitably un-
dertake to train the young in the art of
good talking and of good listening. For
listening is as much a part of a conversa-
tion as the talking. Half an hour a week
devoted in the classroom to bright chat, on
current questions, not didactic or argu-
mentative, but Informing and Informal,
would possibly produce excellent results
In the course of a few seasons. Some
children are in so-e need of training In
this respect and never overcome their
habit of reticence. The bashful talker Is at
a serious disadvantage in life and he
might have been saved in youth from many
embarrassments.

It is pleasant to hear Mr. Taft assuring
the mikado that there will be no war with
Japan. In fact, it would have been most
embarrassing if he had gone over with any
ather kind of 2 message.

Inasmuch as Commissloner Bingham’'s
trained dogs have not been caught taking
protection money, they may be re-
garded as successful additions to the New
York police force.

-

The Presldent can retire to the cane-

brake with the serene consclousness that

his speeches have not aroused nearly the
vindictive antagonism that was feared.

Senator Platt’s warning that Gov. Hughes
is building up a machine I8 unquestlonably
the word of an expert In political ma-
chinery. =

The first thing Wu will do on his ®rrival
will be to ask a lot of embarrassing ques-
tlons about why some people do not like
him.

And as long as there is no posslbility ot
war there is no reason why a fleet should
not go wherever it chooses.

Events indicate that in politica it is safer
to be maligned 28 an [ceberg than as a
cocktail convivialist.

The bears are now hoping that they will
get off as lightly as the trust magnates did.

SHOOTING STARS.

Political Influences.

“I suppose we had better be ecareful
about the speeches at thls political menu,"”
sald the host.

“Never mind the speeches,” answered the
friend, ‘‘you watch the menu and see that
the caterer doe8 not produce any alcoholic
beverages that can be popularly recog-
nized."”

Blight Drawbacks.
This world's a place that doth unfold
New changes as each season flles;
Too wet, too dry, too hot or cold—
But very pleasant otherwise,

A Tardy Commendation.

“Nero fiddled while Rome burned!"” ex-
claimed the student.

“Well,”” replied Mr. Growcher, ‘“‘that's
better than the custom many violinists
have of practicing at a time when every-
thing s nice and quiet otherwise.”

The Sure Winner.
“Her hushband must be very liberal. S8he
never lacks for money."
“He {sn't exactly liberal.
him teach her to play poker."

But she lets

Not in His Line.

“Who dlscovered steam?' asked the man
who is always looking for information.

“Don’t know,” answered the man who is
abnormally chilly, “but T am willing to bet
it was not the janltor in our apartment
house."”

To a Poem.
Ah, lttle poem! Like a flower
Safe sheltered in the magazine,
Whose leaves surround thee as a bower,
There by the ruder world unseen
You gladden the enlightened few
With fancy's flashes meteoric
Or else with just a thought or two
Well phrased and quaintly metaphorie.

Ah, little poem! How you teach

The plodding mind a rhythmic measure,”
Or bid it stoutly toll to reach

Some brilllant philosophle treasure!
Though many vow you cause distress

And public taste does nbt demand you,
I like you, though I must confess

I very rarely understand you.

No. 268 Broadway’s Affinity.
From the Chicago Tribune.
Standard Oil's affinity is Miss Dividend,

| rors found In that city by the army of

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

The financial panlc contlnued to be an
absorbing subject of discussion In Wash-
Ington at this time half a

Money century  ago. Conditlons
Crlsi were easler locally than In
other “citles, but there was,

nevertheless, grave apprehension. In The

Star of SBeptember 28 1857, is printed the
following comment on the situation:

“Very naturally the all-engrossing topic
of conversation here as elsewhere since
Friday noon last has been the monetary
condition of the country. Men have been
. holding thelr breath, after uttering, upon
the receipt of news from some distant
paint, simply, *“Where next?'

“The Star’s readers who recollect the
tenor of our letters from the west, pub-
lished in June last, will eredit ua for some
foresight in writing that we were by no
means unprepared for the disasters over-
taking business just now In 80 many dif-
ferent quarters. Chicago, as we explalned,
and all portlons of the west where the
speculation manla had Induced the mer-
chants to gamble in lands instead of hus-
banding their money to pay with it thelr
debts due In the east. had then ceased to
trade In New York, which would not trust
them and were patronizing the importers
and jobbers of Philadelphia and Baltimore.
We believe that the sales of the merchants
of those two cities to the broken traders of
the northwest, and that only, made it a
question whether the commercinal men in
them should pretty much all fall or thelr
banks should suspend. and that the latter
alternatlve was adopted; wisely, it strikes
us, under the circumstances, as less actual
distress and loss will be the consequénce
among the people at large—far less.”

*
» %

Amerleans were anxiously walting for
tidings from India, where the Sepoy rebel-

llon was in full swing, caus-

&POY ing the keenest distress of
the clvil-

M 3 mind throughout
utiny. | .4 world, In The Star of

September 20, 1857, are dispatches from St
Johns, New Brunswick, giving the news
brought by steamer from Cork, under Lon-
don date of September 13. Cawnpore had
been relieved and Lucknow was next in
line of succor. The latest tidings bore
date of August 14, but gave few dsotalls

of the progress of Gen. Havelock’s column
from Cawnpore. A description of the hor-

relief is given, In appalling terms:

“Om the morning of the 19th of July
the force marched into Cawnpore. The
goul-harrowing spectacle which there pre-
sented itself to them begears deseription.
A wholesale massacre had been perpetrated
by the flend Nana Sahib. Eight officers
and ninety men of Her Majesty's Sdth
Regiment, seventy ladles and 121 children
of Her Majesty’s 324 Foot, and the whole
European and Christian population of the
place, including civillans, merchants, pen-
sloners and thelr familles to the number
of 400, were the victims of this Satan. The
courtyard in front of the assembly rooms,
in which Nana Sahib had fixed his head-
quarters, and in which the women had been
imprisoned, was swimming in blood. ¢ * ¢
Only four women escaped, the wife of a
merchant and three others. Gen. Have-
lock, in a dispateh to the governor general,
says that Nana Sahib drowned himself, with
his family. He had an intention of going
to Lucknow, but when he got as far as the
river the eavalry and Infantry deserted
him. They are all gone off, after destroy-
ing thelr anms, to their different homes."

The statement that Nana Sahib had
perished was erroneous. The leader of the
mutiny lived for many years. presumably
in Nepal, and, indeed, some Hindus belleve
that he is still alive, insane and a wan-
derer on the frontlers of India.

*
* &

Washington's fire department in 1857 was

wholly voluntary, and was by no means Im-
mune from the prevalent tend-

Fighting ency of that perlod toward in-
< dulgence in mllitant methods.

Firemen. . The Star of September 30,
1857, is a news article descriptive of a riot
which had occurred the evenlng previous:

“A riot which caused a general alarm In
that part of the city took place last night
about 9 o'clock near the corner of Four-
and-a-Half street and Pennsylvania avenue
betwe-n the States Hose and the Northern
Libertles fire companles. The Northern
Liberties company were parading, in prep-
aration for their visit to Philadelphia, and
on reaching the point mentioned a shot
was fired, some say by a sort of picket
snquad consisting of members of the States
Hose, while others claimed it came from
the parading company. A general riot fol-
lowed, and from fifty to one hundred shots
were fired by the F_ontl?nding companles, re-
=ulting in the wounding of s=veral perscns.
The only wonder {8 that, with plstol and
gun balls flylng in all dlrectlons, no person
was killed. We hope this matter wlill be
sifted and that it will be explained why
the States Hose, who were not on parade,
were collected at that cor.er, and also why
the Northern Libertles company were
marching in that partlcular dlrection. Re-
spectable merchams in that neighborhood
say that symptoms of a row had been
brewing all day, and had been evidently
purposed by the two companles in settle-
ment of a deadly feud. It is not competent
for either party to throw the entire blame
upon the other, and both should be held
up to reprobation for outraging the laws
and recklessly endangering the llves of
peaceful citizens.”

*
* *
Local music lovers were given a rare

treat half a ecentury ago, and there are

admirers of the art of this

Noted generation who will envy

i them their opportunity. In
Artists. e %

The Star of Beptember 30,
1857, 15 a4 news paragraph thus describing
a concert:

“Notwithstanding the tightness of the
times, c¢nough persons were found willlng
to exchange gold for notes last night to fill
Carusi's saloon to its capacity. The per-
formance of Thalberg was just what it was
on hls previous visit here—a specimen cf
undemonstrative, perfect Instrumentatioa
unblemishel by a particle of musical tri:k-
ery. Vieuxtemps, the great viollnist, who
reappears in this country after a lapse of
twelve years, made his bow last night to a
Washington audlence. His style is not so
sympathetic as Ole Bull's, and he lacks the
fine presence of the tall, broad-shouldered
Nourwegian, but by the musical dilettante,
we believe, he is considered the superior
artist. In the ‘Carnival of Venice" (en-
core) and the ‘Witches' Dance' he showed
himself a thorough master-of the resources
of the violin. His octaves and his perform-
ance without the bow struck his hearers as
something approaching the marvelous.
D'Angr! Improves on each appearance and
never before has she sung here with sueh
ease and yet with such a display of re-
served power."”

ECHOES OF THE BiG SIX

From the Milwaukee Journal.

There's a Great-Jehovah-and-Continental-
Congress ring in Presldent Roosevelt's
speech which will carry conviction to the
people and send a shiver down certain high
tinancial backs. =

From the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

What's the use of a formal type-written
“message’’ from a President who delivers
messages hot out of the rostrum on an
average of once a week?

From the St. Louls Globe-Democrat.

No doubt Col. Bryan is wondering what
President Roosevelt can say in slx speeches
and a message to Congress that he (Bryan)
has not already sald a thousand times in
thunderous. tones.

From the Worcester Evening Gaszette.

In saying ‘‘Men and women of Ohiop,"” be-
ginning the speech at Canton, and “Men
and women of Iowa,” in beginning that at
Keokuk, President Roosevelt emphasizes
the setting of a style of address particularly
appropriate to American audlences.

From the Plttsburg Gazette-Times.

Incldentally Mr. Roosevelt threw a hard
one at the antl-centralization folks. *

From the Buffalo EXpress.

Keokuk would never have dared to poke
its funny name into prominence if the

President had not made a speech there,

MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES

Many reasons conjoin at thls moment to
attract the world’'s attention to the ex-
terlor relations of Mexlico,

Center of which has become politically
fore-

A _ and economically the

tteniion most of Latin Amerlcan
couniries, Mexico ceclebrated on the 1Sth
of Beptember the ninety-seventh annlver-
sary of natlonal independence, which dates
from the Insurrection of 1810. Presldent
Dilas in opening the annual session of the
congress on the 18th reviewed the satis-
factory progress of the country, financial,
industrial and politizal, and among other
questions the laber problem and the Cen-
tral American conflicts iIn which a disas-
trous war had been avolded, due to the
combined action of Mexico and the United
States. The presence of Mr. Root at the
Mexican capital, where he has been re-
celved with great cordiality by both presi-
dent and people, marks an epoch in the rela-
tions between the two representative re-
publics of America.

President Monroe's message to Congress
in 1822, fol'owlng the treaty at Cordova
concluded by Iturbide in 1521, recommend-
ing the recognition of the Spanish-American
states, may be sald to have been the first
move toward a rapprochement belween
Mexlco and the United States, Jam-s G.
Blaine was the flrst American statesman
to formmulate a policy of American industrial
union, of American protection, political and
economical. Elihu Root lends directlon in
the present movement to the manifest des-

tiny of both republies until now shut within |

wal's of prejudice quite as high and insur-
mountable as those of Peking.

Just here and for reasons that will be
apparent In the criticlsms of our present
relations with Mexico It is well to recall
the past relations of the ['nited States to
that country the bettar to refute the asper-
slons which are belng cast upon the mo-
tives and good intentions of the government
at Washington.

*
& %X
Mr. Joel Roberts Polnsett was appointed

in 1825 minlster to Mexico by President |

Adams on the recommenda-
tlon of Mr. Clay, Secretary
of State. He was Instructad
to bring to the notica of the
Mexican government the message of Mr.
Monroe (on the 25th of December, 1523), as-
serting certain Ilmportant principles of in-
tercontinental law :n the relatlons of Eu-
rope and America. The first principle as-
serted in that message {8, that the Ameri-
can continents are not henceforth to be

E‘nnuldered as subjects for future coloniza-
on by Eurcopean powers, The other prin-
ciple asserted In the message Is, that while
we do not desire to Interfers In Europe with
the political system of the allled powers,
we should regard 2s dangerous to our
peace and safety any attempt on their part
to extend their system to any portion of
thls hemisphere.

These instructions wera afterward made
the subject of some diseussion in the House,
in the course of which Mr, Webster sald:

“The proceedings of the allled powers at
Troppau, Labach and Verona were well re-
mombered, and in the course of the very year
then expiring the King of Bpain had been
established en his throne by the army of
France. Under these circumstances the
question was, how s it llkely the allled
powers will act toward the former Spanish
colonies in America? Having succeeded in
establishing such a government as suited
them in Bpain Itself, would they not, or
might they not, be willing to go further,
and to assist the Spanish monarch In re-
conquering his rebelllous provinces? Tt
was possible they might do this—perhaps
it was not very {mprobable, At this
Juncture the Pres!dent’s dec'aration was
made. The amount of it was that this
government could not look with Indiffer-
ence on any combination among other
powers to ass!st Spain In her war against
the South American states; that we could
not but consider any such combination
among other powers as dangerous or un-
frlendly to us; and that it If should be
formed it woul!d be for the competent au-
thorities of this government to decide, when
the case arose, what course our duty and
our Interest should require us to pursue.”

*
* *

The intervention of the United States in

Poinsett’s
Mission.

1862 to prevent the establishment of the
Maximilian émpire on the

Friendly ruins of the Mexican republic
Move. won for the Unlited States the
grateful sympathy of all

Mexico. If the actfion of the United States

until then could be taxed as unfriendiy and
incorrect, the intervention to rescue n a
moment when the republic seemed hope-
lessly lost, was accepted by Mexlco as a
propitiation for past sins.

The adven: of Senor Matias Romero as
minister of the Mexican republic to the
United States in 158 marked an era of
peace and good will which has been con-
stantly maintalned by his successors.

The present constitution of Mexico dates
from February 5, 1857. By its terms Mexico
is declared a federative repubiiec dlvided
originally iIinto nineteen states, but now
increased to twenty-seven. The president
i{s elected for six vears, but according to
an amendment in 1887 he may be elected
for consecutive terms, a provisjon made
becansa of the Iimmense popularity of
Porfirlo Diaz, who with quiet dignity has
accompllshed reforms without shock or
commotion. By the decree of May 8, 1904,
the office of vice presldent was created,
his election to take place in the same
manner as that for president. In the
absence of the president the vice president
performs the functions of the president
either temporarily or to the end of the
term for which elected. Congress meets
annually from April 1 to May 31 and from
September 16 to December 135.

*
* %

Porfirlo Diaz was born in the state of

Oaxaca and is of Indian origin on his
mother's side. He was edu-

Mexico's cated for tne priesthood, but
Prealdsnt: his Inclination led him to
enllst In the army In 1B47.

Subsequently he studied law and was as-
sociated with Juarez and later was pro-
fessor of Roman law in the institute. In
1854 Dlaz served under Herrera in the re-
volt against Santa Anna and In 1858-59 he
supported Juarez and became brigadier
general in the war for reform in 1839. Diaz
was distingulshed In the war of the French
intervention and was promoted general

at Pueblo May 5, 1862. He was com-
mander-in-chlef subsequently, defeated

Marquez and secured the surrender of the
city of Mexico in 1867. In the same year
he was defeated for the presidency by
Juarez. In November, 1876, he was chosen
provisional president and In April, 1877,
was regularly elected for the term ending
in 1880. Ineligible for re-election, he secured
tua election of Gonzales, during whose
term IMaz was In turn a member of the
cabinet, senator for the state of Morelos
and governor of Oaxaca. In Is84 he was
again elected president, and the constitution
having been amended In 1888, he was ra-
elected withont opposition In 1888, 1802,
1806, 1900 and 1904. =

Porfirlo Diaz has been great In his office.
He has recorganized the finances of Mexlico,

developed and encouraged the argicultural
and mineral resources of the country, es-
tablished an efficient public school system
and bullt lines of rallroads and telegraphs.
The Imports from the United States have
grown from §19,(00,000 ten years ago to
more than $57,000,000 in 1907, an increase
of about 200 per cent, and exports from
Mexico from $23,500,000 to more than $66,-
000,000, an increase of 173 per cent.
*
*x ¥

President Diag promulgated a decree July
8, 1807, known as the rallway consolidation
act: ‘"That by virtue of the

Railway powers granted to the execu-
Policy. tlve of the union by the law
of December 26, 1806, 1 have

seen fit to issue the following decree re-
garding the formation of the national rall-
ways of Mexico: There shall be formed a
Mexican stock company of limit:d llabll-
ity between the Mexican government, of
the one part, and seven or more stock-
holders of the National Rallway Company
of Mexico and of the Central Mexican

Railway Company, Limited, of the other
part, who may agree to exchange their
stock for stock of the new company. This
company shall be known as the National
Rallway Company of Mexico, and shall
have its domicile in the capital of Mexico.

‘“The object of the company shall bhe to
consolidate the properties of the National
Rallway Company of Mexico and of the
Central Mexican Rallway Company, with
power to acquire, construct and operate
any other raliway ‘ines within the national
territory, to perform all acts or operations
and to enter into all contraects, conforma-
ble with the purpose of the law of Decem-
ber 26, 100, enjoying in consequence, in
order to accomplish the purposes of ils
formation, the powers and authorizations
which are recited In extenso.”

It is with reference to the foregoing de-
cree that the New York Times of Octo-
ber 2 contalned an article entitled *Sinis-
ter Finance In Mexican Central,”” In which
dissatisfied Income bondholders protest to
the Mexican ambassador. A letter was
written by the counsel for the dissatisfied
bondholders, setting forth thelr grievances
and suggesting the fo!lowing solution:

“That the government of the Mexican
republic constitute a commission to exam-
Ine, sift and report upon the clalms which
may be presented against the property and
the just proportion, if any, which they
should recelve out of the guaranteed fund.
In this way the decree constituting the
holding company may receive effective and
equitable operation.'” *

*
* %

The question Is one of great interest to

both American and Canadian capitalists,

who have almost exclusively

Important contributed the money for

he construction of rallroads
estion.

Qu In Mexico. Until now English
capitalists furnished the capital for the
bul'ding of rallroads and other enterprises
in Central and South America.

The London Times contains two long ar-
ticles ostensibly from a correspondent in
Mexlco, upon which It comments at con-
siderable length, The Times invites the at-
tention of English commerclal men and
capitalists to the present prosperous condl-
tlon of Mexico and bewails the fact that
neither British exporters nor manufactur-
ers are getting what they should out of
Mexican trade.

The Times Is evidently drumming for
trade and finds it good policy to remind its
readers in England and Mexlco of the lat-
ter's disastrous war in 1847 In which Mex!-
co surrendered to the victors Texas, New
Mexico and Upper California. On the other
hand between Mexico and Great Britain
friendly relations have always exlsted and
King Edward has recently set the seal of
his recognition of these relations by con-
ferring upon President Diaz One of the
highest of British decorations. It shoul
be the business of the mercantile classes o
England, adds the Times, not only to . se-
cure a share of the commerce, but also to
render needful assistance in the growth of
Mexico. And, In conclusion, the Times
throws this lance af the Amerlcan rival
whom, it daclares. posscsges “a preponder-
ance of trade over England, something ap-
[prnfmhlng a monopoly of relations In Mex-
co."

“It is probable that patriotic Mexicans
would be more willing to see the capital
required by thelr country proceeding from
many different sources than to find their
debt becoming more and more a monopoly
of any single natlon.”

The daily consular and trade reports of
the Department of Commerce are replete
with lessons to be learned
by the American business
man who flatters himself he
is “a hustler,” but who the
more often is “a bustler” in the sense of
being a nervous, fidgetty and careless per-
son. Almost all American consuls have
trouble with the bustling American shipper.
For example, the consular report of April
9, 1907,. contains a report from the consul
general at Buenos Afres. He complains that
goods are’packed so badly that It has be-
cceme & serious menace to American trade.
In one case the welght of the merchandise
was fauity. The importer falled to get sat-
isfaction, but he Informed the consul that
“a business had been started by English
capitalists In Japan which bade fair to
prove a success and that he would transfer
his trade there." Another among the many
cases may be clted:

A prominent merchant directed his at-
téntion to a shipment of Imitation leather
for railways, ordered from sample, but
which bore no resemblance at all to the
sample. The Importer wrote a letter to the
American firm, to which they replied in a
very abrupt and discourteous manner, prac-
tically telling him he did not speak the
truth.” And the consul asks, “Is this good
business? Is thls procedure conduclve to
trade expansion?"

The business methods are faulty and are
due to the employment of careless and ir-
responsible persons and the lack of a busi-
ness education. The remedy les first In
the commerclal schools and second in the
establishment of commerclal geographical
societies under the aegls and patronage of
the Department of Commerce and Labor,

In view of the Increasing trade relations
between the United States and Mexico the
organization of commercial geographical so-
cieties, heretofore recommended, are urgent
necessities to correct the very faults of
which the consuls complain. The consuls
at large under the instruction of the De-
partment of Commerce and Labor might fit-
Iy be charged with the organization of that
Important service.

Mexico City has taken the initlative and
has asked its government to lend ita aid In
the organization of an association to be
denominated the Offieclal Chamber of Com-
merce of the Clty of Mexico.

The United States should follow this ex-
ample, adding to the limited scope of the
inefficient chamber of commerce the unlim-
ited development of the Commercial Geo-
graphical Society, which, essentially popu-
lar in its character, may Incorporate as
actlve members the 100,000 commercial
travelers of America.

CH, CHAILLE LONG.

Bucsiness
Lessons.

SWEDES AND THE CUP.

From the Norfolk Landmark.

Sweden’s move to challenge for the
America's cup is welecome. New blood is
needed In the game, and the Vikings
should be no laughing matter in a sea race.

Frem the Clocinnati Times-Star.

Sweden may decide to try for the Amer-
fca's cup. We hope she will send over a
jolly gude faller.

From the New Haven Evenlng Reglster.-

By all means let Bweden come on with a
challenge for the America's cup. The more
the merrier. And almost anything that will
relieve the monotony, get the business out
of the rut, will be especially welcome.

From the Providence Journal.

The Bwedes do not anticipate any danger
or difficulty about crossing the ocean in a
yacht suitable for racing for the America's
cup. Long before Columabus salled their an-
cestors came over In rowboats.

From the Chicago Journal.

Will the New York Yacht Club accept the
challenge of the Royal Swedish Yacht
Club? If not, perhaps Tom Lawson of Bos-
ton will do so. :

SWARTHMORE'S DILEMMA.

From the Detroit Free Press.

Miss Anna T. Jeanes, eccentric Quakeress,
who left $3,000,000 to Swarthmore College
if it would abandon interco!leglate sports,
must have been as gulleless as gentle. Drop
the athletic attractions of a college and
the campus will soon be devoted to hay
crops.

From the Buffalo Commercial.

In case the Swarthmore College authorl-
tles decide to refuse the devise of about a
million dollars, glven or condition that the
students of that Institution shall ‘take no
part In any athletlc contest, there are
plenty of very respectable colleges that are
willlng to comply with all the conditions
for half the money.

From the Brooklyn Standard-Unlon.

It 1s true a foot ball eleven does not make
a unlversity, but neither does a bequest
of $3,000,000 necessarily.

From the Newark Evening News.

The next thing we know somebody will
be bequeathing a blg bunch of money to
Swarthmore on condition that she perma-
nently abandon her soulful and Inspiring
college yell, }

VARIOUS VERSES
ON TIMELY TOPICS

TRIBULATIONS OF THE RICH.

Oh, sad is the lot of the milllonalre,
Iaviting our pity the wm.

For once he has made 1t the rest of his time
s given to guarding his plie,

He cannot st down and do nothl
And tptg:. In“lluncunn his m‘::t; i
Corru, Will come and his treasure corrode—
He gn to protect It from rust.

In vain are devices of bolts and of bars,
41:‘];31 v:::l!nh ';way as the alr;
ey and one are the pl f th 1
Agninst which he has to ta :nv.l;:-. RS

And now with the trust bustera stalking t
The best we can say of the deal el
Is that Mr, Croesus must lay up his wenlth
Where the honest can't break l’n and steal.
—New York Sum.

LITTLE BILLY AND THE BEARS.

*“What have the brown bears done to him,'*
Said Ilittle Billy Reed,

““That he should slay thelr lives away?
'Tia very wrong, Indeed!"

““Cheer up,'" his father sald. “‘Don't frot—

He hasn't slaughtered any vet!”

“The Teddy bears—they alu't the stof,”
Rald Hitle Billy Reed.

“An’ them in Wall atreet —thes're too toughg
He cannot make them bleed !

But still his father sald, “Don't fret—

The canebreak lsn't erlmsoned yet!™*

“They've hemmed the hears on every stde—
Inclosed ‘em with a wall;
They've driven 'em from far and wide—
He's bound to KU1 'em al]l!"’
““Hold a bear sti1l,"" his father sald,
Aud you yourself could shoot it dead!™
—Atlanta Constitation,

A NEW VERSION.

The boy stood on the burning deck,
The flames arcond blm roared,

While he thelr progress sought to check
With water from a gourd.

In vain the people on the dock
Implored him to skidoo,
But he, as firm &s any rock,

to see it through.

“SBuch scenes as this,”" he smiling cried,
Are merely meant to test us—
*1 don't mind saying on the side,
My clothes are :ﬁ asbestos.""
—Jacksonville Times-Unloa.

MAUDIE UP-TO-DATE.

Maund Muller on a summer’s day
Got out the muck rake for the fray.

She ran the rake across Johm D.
And chased that worthy up a tree.

She whirled it deftly fore and aft
And raked the meat from Willilam Taft.

She even took a whack at Ted
Apd peeled the scalp from off his head.

She raked up Jonah and the whale
Anpd left them labeled *'Blg Fish Tale.”

She tripped on back to Rameses,
Apd mucked the skin from off his knees.

Bhe hammered Bryan with a thud
And raked away till he ran blood.

Methuselah she captured late
And killed him at “‘forty-elght.”

She raked up Mr. Samson's past
And showed that he was weakly cast.

And when the came ridl
Bhe jammed th’ang:nt l?:he lnng.l.lb’!m

Her muck rake's working neat g
She hasn't overlooked a'brt. S

And it's a pipe, unless you've docked,
The odds are good that you've been ‘‘mucked®

And if you haven't yet, beware—
For Maudie's muck ".e.;l ev

here.
Tennessetal,

ELOQUENGE.

'Tis foolish to insinuate
That eloquence is out of date.
This point ‘tis needless to debate
As as we behold
Our President, without a trace
Of weariness, from pluce to place
Proceed while to the ulace
He utters words of gold.

Across the land to polnts afar

He finshes llke a shooting star.

The passage of his raflroud car
The public eye delights.

1f there's & stop the crowds beseech

The traveler to make a speech.

He does, and glad he Is to preach
About the people’s rights,

Great citles greet him like a king.
They know that he is sure to bring
A message with the real ring
Of patriotic zeal.
They llke to note his eloguence,
His warmth and earnestness Intensej
That he is talking common sense
Deep in thelr bearts they feel.

On, on he moves and wearles not
Of reeling off oratlons hot,
Which never fail to strike the spot.
Most wonderful It seems
That he, day in, day out, can thus
The problems of the hour discuss
Without appearing garrulous
Or wear out thewes.

The orators of 1
Demosthenes :::ﬁ l(‘i?“zl‘ﬂ
And all that tribe would have no show

If testel now and here.
'Twould floor the Roman and the Greelk
To ask for seven stunis a week. -
Wherefore T. Hoosevelt Is unigue
And stands withont a peer.
—Pittshurg Gazette-Timesy

T0 THE WOODS.

Tramp ithe flields 'neath the {I:llow haze,
Tramp the road where the hillaldes blaze}
Over the trail so soft and brown

Steal an hour from the smoky town.

—_—

Here are pictures to charm the eye,

Fairer than any that wealth can buy;

Over the pathways, red and brown,

Steal an hour from the smoky town.
—Clevelund Plaln Dealim,

BOTH SIDES.

Bome girls who In the blossomed way
Of romance long have tarried

Now sitting up take notlce and
Start wishing they were wmarrled.

While other ones, who married young
And made of lt*e a bingle,

Are wishing they had tarried some,
And that they now were single.

That thing the witty Frenchman said
Seems true, so don't forget It,
That If you marry, or do not,
In time you will regret it.

But from the standpoint of the man,
Staid busiuess man or spoouer,
When be is wed he wishes that
He had been married sooner.
—Houston Post

A NATIONAL SONG.

(As rendered by the average American.)

My country, 'tls of thee,
Bweet land of lberty,

TI tum tom tee.
Land where my fathers died—
Land of the tum ti tum .
Tum tf tum tee tlm tum

Ti tum ti tee!l

—Loulsville Courler-Jouwrnsl

NOT NATURE FAKING.

It's cheaper to walk than to ride;
The center is not the ouislde;
'l.l'{he l'ell.owﬂ;rlth ;longh
as nore a show
Than one who has nothing but pride.

A hothouse {s warmer than snow;
A mule that {s dead canoot go;

A horse it} the lead

Is better for speed
Than one that 1s crippled and slow,

It isn't sweet spring in the fallp
One-half s not greater than allj
A traln that Is wrecked
Will selilom connect;
A dwarf Isu't mll«'@lbl{ tall.

A crazy man seldom is sane;
A loss 1sn't much of a galn;
A man in a boat
1s always afloat
Uuless he has taken a train.

A dollar is hardly a V;

A blind man the polut cannot seej
A paln in the eye
Is not In the thigh,

Nor yet 1s It down in the knee.

You cannot go west going east)
A bunlon 18 never a beast)
A cow and a half
Is more than a calf,
Apd a boapding-house

!
i

meal is no feast,
~Nashville Americay



