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'!' rif's at the Military Acod'»my ami ]

t i :n: i.-iiipmon at the Xaval Academy
win undoubtedly take part in the inauguralparade March -4- The young men

:; Min West Point and Annapolis formed
an inif i f .-tinjr and attractive feature of

. p!m< .-t-s on four years ago. and it is

appreciated that th<-re is always great
-.li> interest in tl'O appearance of the

< !«i -1 - and midshipmen. The West;
i *- '-v: w;: i pro'»ahly be quartered in

' i \\ a: Inpartment urridors. aithoupli
it i? a h' taii wli h has not been set-

'l e midshipmen are to come to

Washington and return to Annapolis the !
> iu day on .i special train, thus avoid:n t a necessity of providing quarters'

ihern in the city. It is considered
ii - 'aide ti at the young men should not

main long away from their academies.
f>i of ti c suggestions made to he

Navv Ixpartri »tu regarding t ie enlisted
oi» on tiie battleship fleet on its return
m;h» - t .at the crews he brought to
Washington for participation in the in-
muni parade March 4. where the blueii-k'ts tiid mar net would ho hound to

attract considerable attention and arouse!
mu' ntimsiasm on account of the prom-
inencc .vh! *u "r*is come to the enlisted
torce l>\ reason of i*s long cruise.
Should ihey form a par* of 'lie ma igural
procession, the men prn»ul ly would i»e
a'Jawed a - hor» period 0f liberty pr»-p.irat.r\ to ?. joining their ships to proceed to
t Otiantaiiamo rang« s. wh< r« the usual

rg t prai tlee will be held.
Severe Tests of Scout Cruis°rs.
T o bureau of navigation is at work on

i program for the tests that are to he
(jivvn t ie new scout cruisers in the next

:< vv weeks. The three greyhounds of the
:ivy have been ordered into dock at Bostonto prepare for the ordeal *o which

they art- t<> be subjected Th-» Ches'tr
and Birmingham are to do a number cf

-:s over a measured mile to determine
u:s detailed questions of water consumption.These tests will occupy perhapsa fortnight. after which the long

ruise of the three vessels together to
< tannine relative efficiency will be in
oider. There are to be two cruises, one
of l.(M> miles and one of 2.UOO miles. The
att< w:ll probably be down from Boston
pa.-t CSuantanamo and across the Car.bl.v-ji)and ba k to Guuntanamo. The
shorter cruise will be down through the
Mon a passage to Guantanumo. The
three vessels wi'l be required to be withinsight of each other during the entire
< mis?. Boards of officers will be on ea<di
v. sel fo nmke accurate observations of
* \ > detail tearing on the technical
tpi. stious relating to comparative ctli%
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NAVY NEWS
ciencv to lip determined. The plans thus!
far are tentative, but it seems likely that
the three ships will g< t off on the long !
run the latter part of this month or early :
in October. The regular board of inspectionand survey, with a rear admiral jas president, will be on one of the ships.
with a special board on each of the other
two. The Salem and Birmingham are
fitted with turbine engines and the Ches- |
ter with reciprocating engines. The i
Chester made the highest speed on her
trials, making her th'- swiftest ship afloat
above the torpedo class. It is expected |
that these tests will determine whether I
the turbine or reciprocating engine shall
be adopted, although the navy has tentativelydecided already to install a new
type of American-Curtis turbine in tiie
battleships Utah and Florida, constructionon which will begin in December. The
outcome of these tests will be watched
with particular interest by all navies.

To Greet the Big Fleet.
Tlio Vfivv npnnrl m^nf will «crf»r»n »nl*o un

the question of preparing for the receptionof the returning Atlantic fleet. Onepropositionincludes a joint military and
naval demonstration, with a parade on
shore of troops, as well as bluejackets and
marines. A squadron will be assigned to
tie duty of meeting the Atlantic fleet.
probably at Gibraltar, and making the re-
mainder of the voyage borne with the big
command. The ships to be selected will
undoubtedly be tiie battleships New
Hampshire! Idaho and Mississippi and
possibly the battleships Montana and
North Carolina. The commander will be
Ri ar Admiral C. H. Conway, with the
Dolphin as his flagship, that vessel being

j a part of the new third squadron of the jAtlantic fleet. The arrival of the fleet at j
a home port will be followed by a short
period of liberty for the members of the
crews and leaves of absence for the oftl-
vers, after which the ships will proceed to
Cuban waters and engage in the regular
record target practice with heavy guns !
and in small-arms tiring for the men on

| the ranges at Guantanamo. Then a programof maneuvers Is planned, in which
the new third squadron will take part.The ships will 'ater proceed to the New
York and other navy yards for the ex-
niu-nr «-i iictunnK iney are iiKeiy to need
after the voyage around the world. It is
thought that there will be so much in
the way of alterations and repairs that
special authority will have to oe asked
of Congress to do the work without regardto the cost limitations imposed bylaw.

To Consider Flying Machines.
The army board of ordnance and fortificationswill hold its next meeting October1 and will then arrange to take up

the subject of dirigibles and aeroplanes 1
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as applied to military uses. Members of
the board are highly gratified at the successof the Wright aeroplane, which has
made such remarkable records at Fort
Myer. For a number of years there has
been some criticism on account of the alk-gedfailure of the flying machine designedby Prof, l^angley of the Smith-
sonlan Institution, for which the board jallowed about twice as much money as
will be paid the Wrights if the maximum
they can earn under their contract is
given them. The Smithsonian authorities
have been watching the flights of Orville
Wright at Fort Myer closely and have
announced that they will make an exhibitionof Pangley's machine and data. The
machine never flew, although a small
model did.

Retirement of Enlisted Men.
By direction of the Secretary of War

army regulations governing the retirementof enlisted men in the army have
been amended so as to provide as follows:*

I

When an enlisted man of the array
shall have served as such for thirty
years, either in the army, navy, or MarineCorps, or in all. he may apply to the
adjutant general of the army for retirement.Upon the approval of the applicationan order will be issued from the
War Department transferring him to the
retired list and directing that transportationin kind to his home and commutationof subsistence during necessary travelbe given to him.
"Service as a commissioned officer of

the United States Volunteers, organized
in 1H!»S and 18!>9. or of the Porto Kico
Provisional Regiment of Infantry, or of
the Philippine Scouts, will count for the
purpose of retirement as an enlisted man
as though tendered as such, and length
of war service with the army in the field,
or with the navy or Marine Corps in activeservice (either as volunteer or regular)during the war of the rebellion
and aetuai service in China, Cuba, the
Philippine Islands, the Island of Guam.
Alaska, or Panama, or prior to April !H>.
1904, in Porto Rico, will be doubled in
computing the thirty years' service necessarvto entitle an enlisted man to be retired."
Military Guardhouses Overcrowded. {
The army guardhouses are being tilled

with culprits beyond their capacity, and
the military authorities are much troubledover the problem of accommodating
prisoners with the somewhat limited facilitiesexisting at posts. It is not alwayspossible to send men sentenced to
imprisonment to the large military prisons.although that is usually done where j
the period of confinement is a long one
or it is desirable to get rid of a partieu- i
larly troublesome character. It is neces-

sary. however, to maintain discipline at
the guardhouses, and that is not always
found possible under the conditions at
most of the garrisons. There have lately
been many attempts to escape on the
part of inmates of guardhouses, and the
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extent of this effort lias required th<
adoption of some unusual rule for the
guidance of those in charge of prisoners
Candidates for Marine Commissions
Examinations of candidates for appoint

merit as second lieutenants in the Marine
Corps will lie commenced October 2d it

this city and elsewhere. There are ai

present fifty-eight vacancies m trat grade
Already candidates have been giver
permission to appear for examination am

that number will undoubtedly b increasedbefore the date of tiie examination.
To Supply Naval Colliers.

The Maryland Steel Company has beer
awarded the contract for fu: mailing th-er
steam colliers for »he nivy under bids
opened September 1 last. That eompanj
offered to build, according to the depart
nrent plan, three vessels of 7.2fM> tons

cargo capacity and twelve knots speed
for ¥470,000 each. Under its own plant
it offered to construct the three vessels
for $408,000 each.

Troops at Greensboro Celebration.
Gen, Grant, commanding the Departmentof the East, lias directed certain

troops in that department to participate
in the exercises incident to the centennia
of the battle of Guilford Court House, at
Greensboro. N. C., October 11 to 17. The
troops include band and one troop of tlie
."»th Cavalry at Fort Oglethorpe. Ga., and
one company of the 17th Infantry at Fori
McPherson. He has directed also thai
one tliirty-six-inch portable searehlighl
outfit complete be shipped to Greensborc
from Fort Freemont, S. C.

Defenses of Outposts.
The army signal bureau will purchase

$75,000 worth of cable for fire-control installationsin the coast defenses of thf
Dblil««:.A.. Tin J; 3 On.
x aijijjjmiro, nawan dtiu a l can r raiu islu.

When a Sword Is Not a Sword.
The board of customs appraisers at

New York has just decided that some
swords are not swords. They may be
"ornaments," and as such should not be
assessed at as high rate of duty as they
would bo required to pay were they real
weapons of war. The case came up on
an appeal from the decision of the collectorof customs at New York, who decidedtlint a consignment of bone swords
imported from Japan for decorative purposesshould pay duty as "swords or
side arms." "Swords are swords." lie
said, "and should be assessed as such."
In turning down the collector the board
of appraisers decided that the bone
swords were not likely to be used in
warfare and should pay a duty of :«i
per cent ad valorem as "ornaments" insteadof 35 per cent as "swords or side
arms."

Hopital Name Changed.
The name of the naval general hospital
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Stylish Black Broadcloth Coats; ft
all sizes, 36 to 44; soft and fine broa

pening we shall place on sale a large
m1, with yokes of tucks and hemstitc
nd a rare bargain at

s at Fort Lyon, Col., where tuberculosis I
! patients from the navy are sent for

treatment, lias been changed to the naval I
. general hospital at Las Animas. There
- seemed to be no good reason why an {
> ! army name should be continued for the

j institution and the name of the town
i nearby was selected as more appropriate, jL

.
A Mexican Officer Retained.

) i Lieut. Jorge Landa. Mexican army, liaviing been retained at the army service |
" ! schools at Fort Leavenworth. Kan., with

i the consent of his government, with a

view to utilizing his knowledge of the
! Spanish language for instruction pur-
, poses, is announced as instructor, depart-

j ment of languages.
r!To Represent the War Department.

| Secretary Wright has designated Maj.
5 ; John BIddle Porter of the judge advo-!
I I cate general's department of the army to
'

represent the War Department at thei5
meeting of the American Prison Associa-,

I tion, to he held at Richmond. Va., from
November 14 to 11>. l'.WS. Maj. Porter is
well informed on the subject of prison
administration and has previously repre1sented the War Department at similar!
meetings.

Without Praise or Censure.
The word "valorous" will be omitted J. from the inscription to be put on the!

I fourth and final tablet for the monument: to the regular troops on the Gettysburg!" battlefield. The tablet has been approved I| by the Secretary or War, and for a timeit becam" a question whether the pre-!scribed word could be used as part of'the legend. Investigation disclosed thati the sunury civil act for the current fiscalJ year in providing for the maintenance! of the park provided that each tabletshould bear a brief legend, giving his- jtorleal facts, without censure And with\out praise.
Criticism of Militia Commissaries.

ICommissary Gen. Sharpe, I'.S.A., rejports that the experiment of sending an
officer of the Distriet of Columbia NationalGuards, First Lieut. John C. Whltaker,to Pine Camp, N. Y.t worked so
well that he recommends that brigade
and division commanders of the National
Guard be invited to send some of their
staff officers to maneuver camps for instruction.Gen. Sharpe also suggests that
more care be exercised by militia colonels
in selecting commissaries. One or two
of those at Pine Camp, he says, showed jignorance even of elementary arithmetic, j

Militiamen at Army Schools.
Lieut. Col. E. M. Weaver. C.S.A.. chief

of the division of militia affairs, has sent
a communication to the adjutants generalof the different states requesting that
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if there be any officers of the organized
militia who desire to attend any-of the'
garrison schools and the several service (
schools or who. having been in attendance j
at a garrison school, desire to renew
their attendance for the ensuing scho-
lastie year the names of such officers be
submitted to the War Department prior
to September 30 in connection with the requirementsprescribed in paragraphs 222 j
to 224. inclusive, militia regulations, as

the War Department desires to act col-
left J\ ei.V "il nut 11 ii-qurMi »» i l j <1 \ irw iu

organizing: clashes <arly in October to
take the prescribed courses in tbe several
schools.

Practice in Chesapeake Bay.
Arrangements have been made at the;

Navy Department lor the third torpedo
flotilla and tlie cruiser Yankee to go
through their annual target practice in
Chesapeake bay as soon as possible:
after celebration of Founders' week in
Philadelphia from October 4 to It). These J
vessels will be under command of Lieut.
Willis G. Mitchell and may be joined in
Chesapeake bay hy the submarine licet,
under command of Commander Marsh.

Army Orders.
First Lieut. Thomas W. Hollyday. .".d

Field Artillery, will proceed to Fort Iiiley,
Kan., to take the course of instruction at
the Mounted Service School.
The leave of absence granted Capt. |

Philip W. Huntington, Medical Corps, is
extended one month.
First Lieut. Haitian I*. Tompkins. Coast

Artillery Corps, will proceed to Fort Mon-
roe. Va., for the purpose of inspecting the
United States Army mine planter Maj.
Samuel Itinggold.

Oh, Woodman, Spare the Trees.
To the Kditor of The Star:

The superintendent of the Capitol buildinggives a good reason for not taking up
and removing the fated thirteen trees on
the west side of Judiciary Park to som«
other part of said perk. namely, that
there is no appropriation for so doing,
and hence it is decreed and the War Departmentby the engineer branch thereof
approves of the cutting down of the said
fateful thirteen after the period of thirty I
days.
The superintendent is right when he

says there is no appropriation for said
removal, but he is wrong and so are the
commissioner of public buildings and his
superior in issuing the order to cut down
these trees, for there is no appropriation
for so doing.
All the superintendent can do and "all

the king's horses and all the king's men"
can do is first to wait until the Secretary
of the Treasury approves the contract or
contracts for "the erection of a fireproof
addition to the courthouse of tne Dis-
trict of Columbia." and then to await the
action of Congress in making an appro-
priation. For this purpose the sum of
'TJiO.OOO is authorized."
Be It observed no appropriation is made '
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29 of the act of May 39. 19<»8. an act to
increase the limit of cost of certain public
buildings, etc.. etc.. moreover provides
"For the erection of a fireproof addition
to the courthouse" and the sum of *2"o.<km>is authorized.
This building is "to be constructed

under the superintendence of and on
plans to bo furnished by the superintendentot the Capitol building and grounds
and approved by the Attorney General."
Not a word about locating the building
where the superintendent has set his
meies and bounds.
This fireproof addition to the courthousemust be joined to and be a part «»*

the courthouse and not an independent
building as planned by the superintendent,
fifty feet northwest from the northwest
corner of the old Supreme Court building.

It is respectfully suggested to the superintendentthat he go slow in this matter
and first secure an amendment to said
section 29 of the act of May 19'N. givingvalidity to the location as fixed by
him and described in a recent number of
The Star. J. \V. BUTTERFIEL.D.

Republican Club Meeting1.
Arrangements have been completed for

a meeting of the Taft-Sherman RepublicanClub of the District of Columbia tomorrowevening at N o'clock at Metjscrott'sHall. Illo F street northwest, at
which the issues of the campaign will bo
discussed by R. E. P"Hn of Ohio, I". AV.
Youngblood of Indiana and S. Herbert
Gicsy of this city.

f
CHILDREN'S SUMMERSICKNESS.
The following pimple treatment will

generally cure Infants' Jdarrbea within24 to 48 hours:

1. Stop feeding dairy milk.
2. Give, to about one rear old. one

grain of calomel, cut into three
doses of two hours' 'utervals.

3- Feed for a few days on thick rice
water, strained, and sweetened,
while yet hot. with some condensed
milk.

4. When cored, gradually substitute
fresh dairy uiilk. »>asteurlzeu or
scalded.

SOCIETY FOR PRKVESTIOX
OF SICKXESS.

E. BFRI.IXER. Secretary. t

A regular diet for children on condenseduiilk is inadvisable.
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