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WINTER_TODDFR_ " BASEBALL FANS

ANOTHER JAB AT
SOUTHERN TRAINING

May Be Eliminated in the Fu-
ture, Is the Tip From
Cullen.

By Clareace L. Cullen.

Special Correspondence of The Star.
NEW YORK, March 19, 1900.

Will the subtropical spring training trip
for ball players eventually be cut out?

It begins to look something like that.
There has been more talk about and
against the southerm spring training busi-
ness this year than ever before, and
there've been some rumblings on that sub-
ject for several years pasl

The original rumbler on that topic was
Clark, Griffith. He never could see the
training-in-tepid-climates thing. Never
could percelve the advaniages of taking a
bunch of men, all used to the temperate
gone, into tlie humid countries and put-
ting them through their course of sprouts
there, only to fetch them back to the raw-
nese of their own section a few weeks lat-
er on to get them all stiffened up and
knocked out of kilter. .

Grifith was outspoken on that subject
a9 long as five years ago. He never made
anv bones about his dislike of the gummy
climate training business. And his views
on that subject have spread—spread
widely. 1

An official of the Natlonal Leasue o
asked not to be quoted. gave }’D.&'hmiews
on that matter the other Gay.

“In my opinidn,” sis he, “the end of
the southern training’ pusiness is In sight.
There are several.managers of clubs in
the league with which I am comected
who are beginnjjig to sour on it. They've
good reason. o sour on it. too. They find
that the gouthern training provides too
many Charlev-horsed men for them when
the teams sail back to the north to begin
the geason. It's all very fine and flowery
anqg a]l that for the players while they're
fftually training in the south. They
.work off the meat easily under the gummy

““eun. They feel bully and nimble and agile

while thev're in the south. They think
they're going to jump over the moon for
themselves after thev’'ve been training in
the south for two or three weeks.

Stiff in the Cold.

“The trouble hegiiis when they bob
bhack to the north. Then a nor’'east-by-
easter hits them in the small of the back
or somewhere, and they begin to stiffen
up like black strap molasses glugging out
of a barrel in a country store on a win-
ter's day. The pitchers get on the fritz
first. The marrow in their salary fins
congeals into unmalleable glue. No mat-
ter how they've been blazing 'em over’in
just the right spot under the balmy in-
fluence of the southern suns, just as soon
as they erawl out onto an early spring
lot up this way they find that they can’t
throw a rock at a hen with any reason-
able prospect of Iritting the lady bird.
Some of the pitchers are so friz up. so
to speak. that they can't get emselves
thawed into heaving shape till the ides
of June are at hand—-and many a big
league champlonship has been won and
lost by the first of June, don’'t ever forget
that part of it.

“RBut it's not the pitchers alone. All
of the players feel more or less severely
the immense climatic change when they
wabble back north from their southern
training expedition. When they get back
north you'll find "em sticking around the
steam radlator in the hotels. sort of nurs-
ing the small of their backs and trying
to keep the draft from the front door,
only 350 away from them. from hitting
them on the wishhone. They find that
they can't get or keep warm when they
return to the north, even when they're
draping themselves around the heaters in
the hotel lobby.

“But it's the devil and worse for them
when they mooch out onto a raw, drear,
bleak ball yard up north, and start In to
glve an imitatlon of ball playing. Did
you ever, when you wer2 a boy, try to
vlay marbles on the frozen ground in the
middle of winter? Well, that's about like
it. You remember how stiff vour knuckles
wwere, and how you couldn't snoot your
saw marble within forty-seven cubits of
the marble that you were piugging at?
Same with ball players trying to work
rea! cute for themselves and the spec-
tators wien they raturn from spring prac-
tice in the south.

“Athietes should be tralned in the same
climate in which they're going to do their
work. That, I think. is a dictum that
common sense stands for, aside from all
sther considerations,

“There’a no reason on earth why ball
playvers of the hig leagues should not be
trained precisely as Marathon runners are
trained up here In this section of the
world. Theyv could do their outdour work,
the work that takes the winter blubber
off. just us well, and a whole lat better,
north of AMason and Dixon’s line than
they could below it And they'd have the
immen=e advantage of belng hardened,
when the plaving season begins, to the
sort of climate in which they're expected
to deliver ihe goods.

Later Start Better.

“0Of course, If the ball playing season
bhegan late in May, say, why, the gituation
would be different. Then the ball players

could train in the soutii with advantage,
becausa ihey wouldn't feel any change in
o'iinatie conditions when they got back to
the rorth. Thue wather in the noerth would .

have all of its craggy edges taken off by

that time, and they could hop out on the!
But |

ball lot and feel coltisih and things.
with ties season beginning so eariy in the
spring that the leaves are hardly full-
formed on ilhe trees and the chill blaste
shrieking around the ball yards sometimes
for a full month after the opening date,
the southern-trained players are in bad
and no mistake.

“*As [ say. the ball players could be
well tralned In open-air spaces not far re-
moved from the towns in wiileh their
~lubs are. They could do thelr long gal-
lops In the open. rain. snoew or shine,
and they could discard the meat that
way Jjust as effectually as the running
vhaps do by that system. The prize-
fizhters get down to weight amnd put
tacmselves on a tine edge by training in
the winter cimaie of the north, don't
they? You won't find one pug out of
fifty who could be bullied Into doing his
training stunds in & southern climate—ex-
cept, of course, the California-bred chaps,
like Jeffries. The pugs know that the
southern climate is enervating in its ef-
feets upen men who are going to do their
work in the north, and that's why they
take jheir road trois and the rest of
thelr work right near the scenes of thelir
northern operations, and in all kinds of
weather, at tlat.

“As for practicing, why, the ball play-
ers could do that under cover. Inclosures
are always 1o be found where they can
#all the sphore around the place without
Litting too much wall. They don't have to
play tliese regular spring training games
that we're reading about now, vou krow.
Thevy're unnecessary. All that they really
need is to practice whacking at the pill,
get their signals down pat and their arms
loosed up, and plenty of places could be
found them to do that, as 1 say, pnder
cover in ths northern climate, }They
could do their hard work out in the open.
and their ball stunts under shelter, and
't's ten to one that tliey'd all be In a
heap better shape to bezin the schedule
than they are under this system which
yanks them back from_the magnolia lands
smack-dab Into the chilling domains of
Boreas, whatever that may mean.

“Thera are other reasons. I was read-
ing the otrger day that Delehanty of the
Washingtong¢lub bucked about going
south with the Washington outfit, be-
cause he said. a sald truthfully, that
the southarn gag given him a bad
dose of malaria on a previous training
trip and that he'd had agaorts of bother
in trying to eliminate the malarial poison
from his system.

Malaria on Tap.

“That experience of Delechanly’s Is no

uncommon one. Plenty of northern ball
players become infected with that south-
ern malaria dope durirg the spring train-
ing stunts. And, once they get that ma-
laria stuff Into their systems, they're
wogg'ebugs for the rest of the playing
season, if not for a considerably longer
period.

‘‘Again, the southern training trip Is
an immensely and needlessly expensive
affair.

f it were actunllﬂy necessary the
ot

expense Involved would be any valid
consideration. But when it fsn't at all
necessary, but, In my opinlon and the

opinion of wiser base ball men than I
am, positively harmful, then the matter
of the expense of the thing reasonably
becomes a very decided and distinet con-
sideration.

*“I wouldn't be In the least surprised to
see the southern training trips altogether
abandoned within the next two or three
yeare. When the players come back from
the south soon and start In to work, and
many of them find that they're all punk-
ed up by the northern spring, there'll be
a hot renewal of the anti-southern train-
Ing thing, and I wouldn't be surprised to
see enough of the managers of both big
leagues go on record against the south-
ern training business to cancel that st
at an even earlier time than 1 am antic-
ipating.””

< @
I MANAGERS’ MISTAKES. J’
Y

Edwards in Cleveland FPlain Dealer.

You never can tell by the looks of a
recruit how much base ball ability he
may - have stored up ready to deliver
when ha gets the opportunity and the
proper encouragement.

Pat Tebeau once sald that Billy Bradley
was so awkward he would never make a
ball plaver, while the same clever 1.5
ager turned Tommy Leach dowgfecause
he was £ little.

Billy Nancg 1" the time in question
captaly of the Kansas City club, ordefjed
George Stovall off the fleld. George was
only an amateur and Nance said the
field was intended for real ball players.

Walter Johnson once signed with
Tacoma for %5 a month., but was re-
leased because of ineffectiveness. With-
In a vear he was a member of the Wash-

marvels of the decade.

Matty McIntyre, twice a member of the
American League champions, received a
scanty trial with the Athletics, but was
turned loose before the season opened.

The Cleveland magnates and e&cout
lack of judgment in this case may be
demonstrated.

Detroit ence had Pitcher Clcotte, but
discarded him and the young Frenchiman
almost beat tlie Tigers out of a pennant
last =eason.

The Boston Nationals once regarded
Jimmy Collins as a base ball lemon and
shipped hini to Loulsville, but were mighty
glad to be able to get the great third-
sacker back agalin.

Harry Howell was of so little aceount
that Griffith threw him in ‘“‘to boot” when
he bought Jack Powell

Harry Davis was canned by several
managers before he became one of the
best first basemen in the land.

Topsy Hartsel, still regarded as one of
the very best outfielders in the business.
was regarded as a joke by Cincinnati
and shipped to the Indlanapolis farm.

Lancaster was the first club to give
Rube Marquard a trial. The opposing
team scored nine runs off hiim in one in-
ning and his release came mighty quick.
Three years later New York pald $11,000
for the same pitcher.

Some ten years or more ago Fred
Clarke went up to Dayton to look Elmer
Flick over, FHck fanned three times and
Clarke designated him as a lemon. A
vear later Clarke would have been willing
to pay filve times what Armour had
asked for Flick.

Ty Cobb could run when he first re-
ported to Augusta, in the South Atlantie
League, but could do little else. He
was farmed out a couple of times before
he was finally counted a regular. Toledo
let Nig Clarke go a few years ago, Strobel
not considering him worth three postage
stamps. About the same time Addie Joss
was farmed out to Tecumseh by Toledo.
The other pitchers, however, went bad
and Joss got his chance.

Kid Elberfeld had trials with Phila-
delphia and Cincinnati and was placed
in the discard twice before making the
most of his opportunity with Detroit.
L.ou Criger, another star, was farmed
out by Cleveland to Fort Wayne prior
to his becoming a regular with the old
Spiders.

So it goes, A manager may never
know when he has a diamond in the
rough in some youngsters just off the
lots or out of the bush leagues. You
| sannot blame the managers, however.
| 1f a recruit falls to show at the outset,
{the manager cannot afford to retain him.
| The manager is hired to win games, not
run a kindergarten for recruits who may
| make good at some time in the distant
| future. Consequently the farming sys-
i tern was adopted, so that a club wouid
Inot lose the services entirely of a re-

| cruit who seemed to have some promise.

Three I League.

“Barn storming’” s sport and every
{ ball player who has had experience In
{ this line manages to get more fun out of
la few games than he does during the
| champlonskip sgeason, writes Addle Joss.
! When the All-American and National
!.Lcague teams were working their way
! to the coast a fow years ago the clubs
! were scheduled to play at Cedar Rapids,
Iowa.

This clty Is represented in the Three
I. League. The season had closed a few
weeks previcus!y and as ithe ground-
keeper had not teuched the diamond it
was naturally rough.

To make matters worsa a circus had
used the grounds a couple of days before
we got there and it was almost lmpos-
sible for the infielders 1o tell where a
ball would bound.

Early in the game some one hit a
ground ball to Claude Ritchey, who was
covering the keystone position for the
National I.eague club.

“Rich” can play a bad bound as gooid
as any one, but thigs ariv:, just as 1L
was about to reach (lande, "l one of
these ruts and taking a use bound. hit
him just above the eye.

Ritchey was blinded fer a moment
but resumed his position. As he went o
the bench at the end of the inning with
a beautiful *“shiner,”” some cne jokingly
remarked: “Well, Rich, a feliow
three eves to gel them on “his ground.”

“] should say he dors™ replied tue
clever second baseman; ‘“‘no wonder they
call it the Three 1 League.”

For Sunday Base Ball.

NEW YORIK, March 20 —Since the pas-
sage of a bill legalizing Sunday base ball
games by the Indiana legislature plans
have been formulated for the introduction
of similar measures in two other states.

At Harrisburg the Pennsylvania legzisla-
ture will soon consider a bi!l legalizing
Sunday games between the hours of 3:30
and 6:30 p.m. and providing for a scale
of licenses from $20 to $3U0, according to
the size of the grounds. It is sald that
the new owners of the Phlladelphia Na-
tional League Club, Including several
state senators, are behind the measure,
and that it stands an excellent chance to
become a law,

A bill legalizing bal!l games on the Sab-
bath will be introduced in the New Jer-
sey legis’ature at Trenton shortly. It will
pruvide for fixed hours and may also call
for the payment of a state tax on gate
receipts. Sunday games have been played
for several vears in various Jersey towns,
including Hoboken, Newark, Paterson
and FElizabeth, without interruption. It is
reported that Jersey City and Trenton
politiclans who are indirectly interested
in the national game will advocate the
proposed bill. In New Ygprk state there Is
apparently no chance for a Sunday base
ball law covering professional games, but
the amateur clubs have been fighting for
legislation at Albany for several years.

ington club and one of the piltching

could not see Rube Marquard, but their

needs !

WHY CRIGER LEFT
THE BOSTON TEAM

Real Story of the Trouble Be-
tween Lou and Boss
Taylor.

HOUSTON, March 19.—Lou Criger {s
{ probably the most contented man in camp,
;though. be it known, the entire squad is
iabout as happy a lot of men a= has ever
| beenn assembled together. The new
catcher has his wife and little san with
t hitn and is one continual round of smiles.
He is popular with all, and has undertak-
'en the task that is expecied of him with a
vim and vigor that bodes ill for the other
this

I —————

| candidates for American

{ League pennant.
In the most important branch of base

| ball the Browns have strengthened,

iwlwreus its two mest formildable rivals

can be said to be weaker. In developing

{ young pitchers theres is hardly a man in
|a class with the Elkhart receiver, and as
{an inside mZn he is the best in the busi-
| ness. . R e
| As a sample of the results he produces
| with young pitcl &7 1’ 8 conceded that
he develpped the Boston pitching staff,
ang- fo get verification of this one must
| only hear the praise bestowed upon him
|hy those that have had the benefit of his
{teachings. Jake Thielman, when passing
{through 8t. Louis récently, picked the
Browns to win the pennant and gave as
h:isd. reason the strength that Criger would
a

vear's

Criger “Calls” Taylor.

It secems that the bottom of the whole
Criger matter was a petty difference
which the catcher had with Taylor, own-
er of the Boston team, a man who s hard
|to get along with. During the last sum-
{ mer Criger had noticed that several little
annoyvances had bheen thrust in his way
and made mention of it. Young and Cril-
ger went to Taylor late in the season and
Lou asked Taylor “If he had anything
against him?" Taylor answered ‘“'No."
Criger said:

“I am pleased to hear this, as 1 like
Baoston."”

Taylor sald everything was satisfactory
and he had no idea of letting Lou go, as
he appreciated the fact that the catcher
had been the means of making valuable
material of Steele, Burchell, Cicotte, Arel-
lanes and Wood, and the value of this
staff would depreciate many fold were
Lou an absentee,

The coolness failed to disappear. though.
and again Criger and Young went to the
owner with their grievance and I.cu want-
ed an understanding. Taylor hemmed and
hawed. and finally sald:

“Welk Criger, I'll tell you Last year
I gave you $400 to make a trip to Colo-
rado for your health, and you failed to
do this, so that Is what I have against
you." 2

Lou Thoroughly Cured.

In explanation Criger stated that he had
gone to a health resort in southern Il-
linois, and also to St. Louls to go under a
doctor's care, and had not only spent the
$400 that the Boston owner had advanced,
| but had expended several hundred dollars

of his own and had effected a cure; fur-
thermore, he gave the Boston club the
best he had in stock.

Young at the time stated that If Criger
was to go he wanted to go als=o, and de-
sired to finish his career with Criger.

Last fall, during the final Cleveland
game, President Hedges sald that a lack
of brains behind the bat was the reason
the Browns failed to win the pennant,
and that next season he would have the
best catcher In the American League.

Further questioning failed to bring any
more light on the subject, the impression
being that either Criger or SBullivan was
to be a member of the 1009 Browns. Dur-
ing the world’s champlonship series in
€hicago President Comigky was approach-
ed and the question asked:

“If an offer had been made by the St.
Louis management for Sulllvan?"’

The “0Old Roman’ answered in the neg-
ative, so 1t can be seen that Criger was
a Brown probability as early as Septem-
ber, 1008,

Taylor Throws Young Down.
Another matter which Criger has in his
heart against “Champagne Charley” Tay-
lor is that he led the Boston public to
belieye that he and Young were anxious
to leave Boston. Lou says this was far
from the case, as he was a favorite with

the Boston public.

Stiil another sore spot was the treat-
ment accorded Young. Both were prom-
ired that if any trade was made the bat-
tery wonld stay intact. McAleer under-
stood that this was the status of the case
when the last league meeting was held,
and accordingly went to Taylor with a
muniticent bid for the wveteran pitcher's
gervices, Taylor seemed to think favor-
ably of the matter. What happened in
the meantime, when Somers & Co. cajoled
Tavior into parting with Young, is an-
clent history. Down at the bottom of the
| whole trouble is a Imatter of a pallry
3400, which Taylor has allowed to stand
1ln the way of upbuilding a promising ball
'} team.

'FIRST BASEME
WILL KEEP JOBS

There 1s cone position on the American
League teams the coming season which
will be filled by familiar faces. = Aside
j from {he question of whether Freeman
or Ungiaub will play bag No. 1 in Wash-
{ington, there seems not to be the slightest
[dm;bt that the same men who filled this
 pusition on the teams last season wili
(again be on the job this year.
| Chase is certain of his place with Néw
York. That also holds good for Jake
Stahl at WHoston, Donohue uf Chicago,
:1.‘:wis= at Phiiadelphia, Jcnes ut St. Louls,
Rossman at betioit and Stovall at Cleve-
lasid.
| 4dranziz, the Red Sux's new man, Is said
to be a good piayer, but he will have to
"0 some to dispi.c» Siabl
¢ The same condition will not exist with
reference to any other position on the
teame and shows that the present crop

of first basemen is the best available. It
used to be that the manager of a ball team
never gave first base much thought. After
all the other positions had been filled to
his satisfaction, he would take whatever
was left and use it at first base. So long
as a chap could catch a thrown ball he
was thought capable of filling the place.

In the old days Charley Comiskey revo-
lutionized the system of play at that bag,
iand not until Fred Tenney broke into
playing the position did it dawn upon
the base ball world that first base was a
rather important position after all.

Today as much attention {8 given the
selection of a player for that position
as for any other, for,k in these days a
team must be well balanced to hold its
own.

Salvie Is a !"henom, Sure.

One of the young twirlers who will be
given a trial by Connie Mack this year is
Gus Salvie, who last season made a re-
markable record for a youngster in tha
matter of star performances. Salvie was
with the Columbia, 8. C., Club of the
South Atlantic League last year, when he
twice manipulated the horsehide so ef-
fectively that not a hit was made off him
in either game.

He held one team down to four hits in
twelve Innings, and he secured the record
for the league by shutting out Savannah
in a sixteen-inning 1 to 0 contest. Bavan-
nah made only three hits off Salvle in
this contest, and he struck out ten bats-

men,
the thirty

Ot contests in  which he

| with base ball?” 1 sneered,

worked, Balvie won fourteen, lost fifteen
and tied one. His record, however, looms
up better than this, for in the thirty
glrncs his opponents made only 175 base

its, an average of less than six to a
game, and only eighty-five runs, or less
than three runs to a game. Salvie gave
8D bases on balls and fanned 180 bats-
men. His flelding average was .055 and
his batting percentage was .144.

After being the star pitcher of the East
Providence, R. I., high school team for
three seasons, Salvie was given a chance
with the Regents of the Providence Ama-
teur I.eague. From there he went to the
Richmond, Va.. club. Hughey Duffy draft-
ed Salvie for his Providence club, and then
sent him to the Celumbus, 8. C., team.

Salvie 13 now only twently-two years old,
as he was born in Jamalca Plains, Mass.,
in 1887, and for the last fourteen jMears
rﬁe Ihas been living at East Providence,

PLAYERS WHO GET
ONE MORE CHANCE

Eighteen or Twenty Men Will
Be Given Another Tryout
. for Maior Leagues.

Something like eighteen or tw@énty play-
ers are now about to try their luck In fast
company for the second or third time,
after a brief chance to think it over in
the minor leagues. The coming back of
thege men will offset the departure of the
veterans of the national game for the last
ten or fifteen years who have been sent
to the minors the past winter.

Some former Detroit players are coming
back for another trial. notably Clements,
the outflelder: E. Jones and Justus, pitch-
ers; Archer and Stannage, catchers.

Three former Naps are also ‘‘come-
backs.”” They are IEarl Moore, Jap Bar-
beau and (atcher Starnagle. Moore gets
another lease of life with the Philadelphia
Natlonals.

Jap Barbeau put in {wo good vears at
Toledo, after being released by Cleveland,
and If he falls to be retalned by Man-
ager Clarke of the Pirates, Bresnahan
will probably give him a third trial. A
come-back, grabbed by Murray, is Clem-
ents, the Jersey City outficlder. who once
wore a Detroit uniform in the days of kEd
Barrows’ management of the Tigers. He
went to Detroit under the name of
Schultz. He is the man who broke the
base-circling record at the big fleld day
at Cincinnati a year ago last fall. Others
that Murray has picked up are Shortstop
Shean, who was tried out by Connie Mack
two years ago, and Catcher Crist.

In Briscoe Lord Cleveland gets a man
who was tried out by Connle Mack and
shipped to New Orleans after he had
fallen a victim to malaria. Lord looked
like a real live wire when hLe first joined
the Athletics, and many experts predicted
that he would crowd £eybold for the
team. But the youngster's health gave
way and it has taken him two years to
acquire big league form agalin.

Frank Chance wlill have four men that
have seen big league ball before. They
are Catcher Archer, Outflielders Stanley
and Havden and Pltcher Kroh. Archer
was with the Detroit champions in 1907
and caught one of the games of the
world's ssries, says the St. Louis Globe-
Democrat.

Then he went to Buffale, and now he
joine the club agalnst which he played in
the greatest series of base ball. Pitcher
Kroh was twice tried out by the Boston
Americans and shipped to the minors
each time. Outflelder Hayden was a
member of the Red Sox as well but aflter
his famous encounter with Hobe Ferris,
in which Ferris kicked Hayden In the
jaw, he went to Rochester and then to
Indianapolls. Chicago tcok him last fall
and he aided the Cubs to win the pen-
nant. Stanley was a membeir of the
Washington club for two years and was
noted for his abllity to fleld. Weakness
at the bat caused him to drop out of the
American League.

The New York Americans are scheduled
to try out a few men who have b:en “‘up”
before, the come-backs being Ward,
Kn!ght, Brockett and Hughes. The last
two were with New York before, and per-
haps have been only “covered up’ this
time. Ward used to be with the Phillies
and jumped to the Tri-State ILeague,
while Knight served a year at Baltimore
after being let out by Boston.

Cincinnati gets Roth from Milwaukee.
Roth having been a member of at least
three big league clubs prior to his signing
with Milwaukee. \Walter Justus, bought
from lLancaster by St. Lcuis, had a brief
trial with Detroit, while (leveland and
8t. Touls formerly tried Catclier Star-
nagle. now egecured from Altoona by
Brooklyn. Catcher Stanage, touted as a
wonder by Detroit writers, once worked
for Brocklyn and St. Louls. Detrolt got
him from the Eastern League.

Champ Osteen, tried by New York,
Washington and Chicago Americans, is
now a Cardinal.

Some SaltTW!th This.

“Wien I was captain and manager of |

the Richmond, Va., team in 1804,”" says
Jimmy Gilman, “‘a long, lean. rakish fel-
low came to me cne day and applied for
a job cn my nine.

“*Who are you? I asked.

“ ‘Me? I'm Lariat-throwing
O'Brien,” he sald, as if astonished be-

{ cause I didn’t know hilm.

throwing got to do
trying 1o

“‘What's lariat
move away.
**Not much, cap’n, not much, perhaps,
unless you're playing In a snake country
Hike this,” he replied, soft and gentle
like: and then he told me his story.
“:I'm a ball player by proiession and
a lariat thrower by biridy,” said Joe
O’ Brien. ‘Aty father and grandfather
made thelr living roping horses and cat-
tle on the plains. When I was fifteen
yvears old I could whirl a lariat over the
horns of a cow or bull as well as the
best of them.” Jake Welis, my star
catcher, came In at this time and heard
the rest of O'Brien's story. heard it and
belleved it, for our ball park in Rici-
mond was a regular sunning place for
snakes. OCreal, sleek black feilows as
long as a fishing rod would crawl under
the rotten fences and bask In the suft
grass and the mellow sunshine every

day.
“iOne day,” O Brien went on, ‘I was
playing center field at Kl ¥aso, Tex.

The outfield was almost alive with black-
snakes. I stepped on at least a dozen
while I was chasing the ball. Many of
them were big enough to swallow a bird
or a bunny at ene gulp, but they were
perfectly harmless and sbowed no re-
sentment when I accidentally trod on
them. In the ninth inning, with a man
on third and two out, the man at bat hit
the ball far over my head. I ran back
10 where it rolled just in time to see it
disappearing between the jaws of one of
the largest and most beauiiful black-
gnakes I had ever seen. There was no
time te try to rescue the ball, and so 1
seized the reptile by his wriggling tail.
All my old lariat-throwing insiinct came
back to me like a flash. I swung the
snake around my head two or three
times to get up speed, and then with
great adroitness siraightened him out
with a sudden snap, his head aimed to-
ward the plate. Swifter and straighter
than I could possibly have thrown iL the
ball shot acress the fleld, stralght into
the catcher's mitt, and the runner was
out by just a step. Do I get a job?

*iyYes,' says I, ‘vou do,’ and the bhase
ball records for 1504 will tell you that
Larlat-throwing Joe O’'Brlen was the best
outflelder the fans of Richmond ever ap-
plauded.”’

e

Columbia After Pennsy.

NEW YORK, March 20.—Columbia’s
track and fleld team will meet that of
Pennsylvanta on Franklin Field, Phila-
delphia, May 22, which will give the

Blue and White team two dual meets
this year, as usual. The finances of the
team are in better condition, and it is
expected that, with a strict curtailment
of expenses, there Is little chance of dis-

banding the squad.

Joe |

ORIGINAL 1RON MAW
OF BASE BALL GAME

Radbourne Pitched Twenty-
Two Successive Games for
Providence Grays.

Remarkable in many respects was the
base ball season of 1884. In that cam-
paign the record for successive victories

Ih_v the Providence Grays,
gether twenty straight; Charley Sweeney
fanned eighteen men in a nine-inning con-
test, which stlll remains a big' league
record, and Charley Radbourne gained
fame and renown by twirling twenty-
two consecutive championship games.
Early historians of base ball say that
|
{ Rad,; kingpin of pitchers in his time,
worked in twenty.seven successive battles,
{ but the files of base ball papers of that
1]
vear show that twenty-two was the num-
ber. It is possible that the *“0Old Hoss"
*pilchvd twenty-seven consecutive contests,
! but if he did so five of these were exhibl-
, tion affairs, of which there is not now
‘any trace, writes E. J. T.anigan. i
Radbourne not only pitched twenty-two
games in a row for the Rhode Isianders
iwenty-five years ago In order to win the
pennant for the Irovidence team, which
was managed by Frank Bancrofi, uow
business representative of the Cincinnat|
c¢lub, but he officiated on the rubber that
season in seventy-two contests, and when
he wasn't pitching was playing either
righit field, shortstop or first base. Rad.
bourne seeins 1o have been base ball's
ariginal iron maun. Certain Is it that there
is no flinger nowadays capable of pitching
twenty-two games in a row, or of accom-
plishing what Radbourne did in 1884—
winning tifty-nine contests.

Sweeney Deserts.
Providence's average that year was .750,
the National League teams then playing
112 games. Of the eighty-four triumphs
of the Grays Radbourne was responesible
for fifty-nine, Charley Sweeney bagging
the lion’s share of the other wins. But

Sweeney jumped the Rhode Island team
in midsummer, leaving the Grays with
Radbourne to depend on to win the pen-
nant. They had two other hurlers—Conly
and Miller—but these-qgnen were inexperi-
enced, and Bancroft seldom used them.

There are many tales of how Radbourne
started on his record-breaking exploit of
pitching twenty-two straight games. Some
chroniclers say that Sweeney walked oft
the field 4n St. Louis and refused to
pitch any more for Providence, leaving
the *“Old Hoss” as the team’s lone box-
man. If the Californian did this the pub-
lic prints of 1884 do not mention that fact,
and the tale that the team had no other
pitclier than Radbourne doesn't agree
with the scores, which show that Miller
and Conly were on the club's pay roll
and ocecasionally twirled for the Grays
after Sweeney jumped to the St. J.ouls
Maroons of the short-lived Union Asso-
clation. s

Radbourna's remarkable record of twen-
ty-two games in a row, of which nineteen
were victories, started August 21, 1884
against the Chicago club, and ended Sep-
tember 24, agalnst the same team.

Eleven Straight.

Eleven of Radbourne's twenty-two
games were consecutive victories, the
break coming September 9, when the Buf-
falos. with Jimmy Galvin pitching, took
the Grays into camp by a score of 2 to 0.
The Blsons on that date, moreover, stop-

ped Providence from recording twenty-one
triuhphs in a row. The temporary set-
back did not disconcert Radbourne and
his teammates, for they got busy again
and won eight contests in a stretch. Their
next defeat was sustalned at the hands of
Detroit, which club had Charles Getzein
on the rutber. and then won its only game
of the season from the champions, the
score being 7 to 1L  September 24 the
Grays agaln were beaten, this time by
Chicago, and on the next day Radbourne
took a well earned rest, Conly doing the
flinging for the New Englanders.

In the twenty-two games Radbourne's
opponents only thrice were able to make
ten or more hits off him. August 23
the Chicagos, who finished fourth in that
vear, zot eleven wallops off Providence's
iron man. while August 30 and Septem-
ber 18 the De:roits, who were tailenders,
made ten safeties off him, the first of
these games going eleven innings. Show-
ing his great and sustained effectiveness.
Radbourne s adversaries were able to bat
only a .211 clip in these twenty-two games
and averaged less than three runs to the
contest. His record of twenty-two
straight engagements follows:

A Great Record.

Date. Against. Res. Ab. R, H.80.C.B.
Augz. 21 -Chicago. .......-. W 32 3 B 4 a
lAug. 23-—Chicago....veseee W BT 83 6§ 2 6
{Aug. 27- Chlcago...ceeenee W 3t 3 6 *’: 1
| Avg. 28--Chleago. ... ceeee W 33 4 11 21
Aug. 29—-Detrolf.......... W 34 1 9 6 0
| *Aug. 30-—Detroit..... ceee W 44 510 T 1
| Sept. 2—Buffalo....coveee. W 20 o 3 10 0
Sopt. s—Buffalo........-. - T | 9 s R
Sept, 4—Cleveland....... - W 3s 1 8 3 0
Rept. H—Cleveland........ \\' 32 4 9 R 0
Sent., G—Cleveland........ W 21 9 13 8 1
| Sept. 9—Buffalo. . ... Iy, fgn L_ .!'J ..' 5 8B ‘1'
| Sept. 10—Cleveland........ w35 3 $ 1 2
Sept. 11— Cleveland. ... W & 1 H 11 O
sept o _Buffalo. ceeeee-n- ‘\: o4 2 6 4 0
Cont., 10—Bofftalo. ... ... “’ 3501 T ’i: 1
Sept. 15—Cleveland....... W 35 2 9 6 0
Sent. 16—Detrolt.....co.en W32 2 6 f ‘1
Sent. 17-Dotrolt.......... W & 8 7 7 2
Sept. 18—-Detroit.......... W 38 6 10- 4 2
Sept.  20—Detroif.......-. I .'i? 1’ g ) ‘f
Sept. 24—Chlcago..... S 7 - e T e
Totals ...ccon-n- tivasess. T54 61 150 133 27
sk leven iunings.

}ere is some good news for the long-
suffering fans about the American League
eirenit, who have always phioned home to
keep supper warm when it was anpounced
that George Mullin was to pitch for De-
troit. Although Mullin has never acquired
the reputation in the papers for being
slow that Cuppy and Joe Doyle did, he
consumed about as much time in his de-
livery as either of the human torioise.
But Mullin is to work with haste in the
future. Charley Schmidt, the Tiger catch-
er, stands sponsor for that statement.

In his weekly hold-out letter to the De-
troit papers Schmidt says:

At this time I want to say something
about George Mullin. Well along in th2
season Mullin was losing and all the other
pitchers were winning. George had the
blues. He had bees beaten in Chicago
and then they got after him strong in
Boston. I ‘kidded’ him at the time and h:
was so sore over hls bad luck that he
would not talk to me for two days. But
one night he came to me and said:

* *Charlie, what do jyou think of my
luck in pitching?

1 said, '‘George, I will tell you why
vou can’'t win. When you go into the box
the infield gets set and you don’'t pitch
until they relax. Then vou pitch and they
are not set for a ball if it is hit their way,
and that is why S0 many go by that
would be fielded If you would pitch quick-
er. I asked him to try it next time and
he said he would. He beat Boston 2 to 1
and pitched the game in one hour and
thirty-five minutes, and followed it up by
beating New York in one Lour and
twenty-eight minutes. He was the most
tickled fellow I ever saw and bhe finished
out the season pitching fast. He pitched
fast agalnst the Cubs and he sald he was
a third better by pitching fast. :

*l want to make a prediction that Mul-
lin will be vne of the winning pitchers
of 190%9. If he isn’t, I shzll be badly foof-
ed. Regarding thie other pitchers on the

peat sure. Suggs will make good this time
and the club does not need a thing to
strengthen it.

““Keep your ecyoe on

club, 1 will say that *Wild Blil' will re-}

Mullin this season 'Aprll 1t

| agailnst Columbia.

—_—— ——

and see how near I come to picking a
winner."”

Were Good Base Runners.

It is not always the fast man who
makes the best base runner. Ed Dele-
hanty and “Big Bill"” Lange in the hey-
day of thelr carecers were as good as the
-best. It was not fleetness that made them
wonders on the paths.

Both were big men who had silding
down to a sclence, and this, with the
fact that they managed to get a lead and
took advantage of their bulk to Intimi-
date basemen. made [t next to impossible
for them to be caught.

Every pitcher has some peculiarity
which lets the runner know when he Is
going to pitcli. Once Lange or Delehanty
was wize to this they took advantage

. - H 3
for a major league club was establishea | ©7 it.

who put to-!

When under headway thess men Kept
the man who was covering in view. and
whichever way he went for the throw
they siid the opposite way.

Both were big fellows, and whenever
the baseman refused them rigit of way
they never Lesitated to slide into him.

>
! STRIKES AND SPARES.
& .

_—

Reisler bowled 110, 105 and 106 In the
Rowvals-Arlington set, averaging 107.

O'Donnell averaged 203 against the
Warriors. You're looking good, Danny.

The Monotype team rolled a 1,028 game
What's tha matter,
going crazy?

Rodrick of the Royals averaged 111
against the Arlingtons. A regular three-

ace affalr.

Rice had games of 225 156 and ZI4
against the Farmers. -That 156 score
spoiled a good sef, Tony. -

Myers of the Commissioners Lad scores
of 182, 244 apd 203 In the G. P. O. set.
Oh, you naughty *‘Cupid.”

The Manhattans took two out of three
games from the Puritans. Wieser was
the best with an average of 200.

Buckholz got scores of 124, 123 and 121
in the T'nions-Monotypsa set. Go on,
“Buck,” stop your teasing.

Thompson of the Stampers rolled F i
174 and 172. Well, he tried to be con-
sistent, and that helps some.

Who says Manager Chas2 is not a true
sport? Didn’'t he loan Crist to the War
quint and then beat them out?

Nachman bowled with the G. P. O. last
Thursday night and had games of 168,
}ﬁs and 191. Who said “Happy"” was all
n?

Goodman, he of Resolute fame, had a
string of 106, 101 and 103 games against
the ‘Hummers. A good man? You bet he
is.

Brosnan got 203, 214 and 212 in his set
against Post Office. That 209 average
made Jack feel right pert, thank you.

Redeker got two good scores against the
Tlorists—222 and 227—but spoiled a daisy
et by getting 136 in his second game.

PDouglas had a 213 game sandwiched in
between games of 150 and 158. Whats
the matter “Duggie,” get your signals
crossed?

Essex had a set of 137, 143 and 182 games
in the Navy Yard match. What were
those first two games, Frank, warming-up
affairs?

Hermann of 8t. John's rolled 103, 110
and 137 "against Westminster. "Too bad
he spoiled a neat little set by getting that
137 ecore.

Lord did falrly well last week, getiting
games of 181, 201 and 167. ‘They say
Charlie made quite a hit at Pittsburg—
with the ladies.

Bunn of the Potomacs did good work
in the Fat Men set, getting scores of 183,
199 and 200. Kather late In getting your
stride, Al?

Rose of the Agricultures had nlce
scores in the Interlor sef—202, 198 and 220,
averaging 207. A case of a rose in full
bloom,

Cooke of the Florists bowled 124, 219 and
178 in the Florists-Saengerbund set. Guess
the cook mixed up a bad mess In that
first game.

Hardle got 237 and 204 In his first and
third games in the set with the Navy
Yard. Glad to ses that the Pittsburg
trip did “Joe’ good.

The captain of one of the winning teams
in a local duckpin league won enough
umbrellas to supply his entire team. Got
any extra ones, George?

Woltz of the Sixth bowled 147 in each
of his first and second games and then
quit. That boy wasn’'t taking any chances
on his third game, he knew when he had
enough.

Is it trus that Cooper and his straw hat
are to be divorced? 168, 1358 and 163 was
the best that Jimmlie could get against tne
Aggies last week. Better shake it, Jim.

Have yvou noticed the slight stoop which
Bradley has been affecting the past few
days? It is all due to the many medals
which he has won in the Commercial
League this winter.

Th= Fat Men drcpped one game to the
Potomacs, but no great harm was done.
The *“Fats" are so busy trying to Iind
places for those new cups that they are
sometimes caught napping.

Miller of the Navy Yard rolled 193, 224
and 208 against War, and 225, 215 and
1)) against the Bureaus, an average of
205 for the six games. Charley Is show-
ing real classy work these days.

Myers had a string of 171, 236 and 176
As long |
as the big boy was able to get that 216

games against the Post Oifice.

=score, his friends have hopes that he will
survive the Pittshurg trip.

Post Office bowled with only four men
in their first game against the Commis-
sioners, but Ward got there in time to
get into the second and third. What was

{ the matter, Jim, asleep at the switch?

The Ninth Street quint looked like a
famlily affair in that set with Bethany,
three Fowlers appearing in the line-up.
Better get Fowler of tha Fifth, for one
more added to what you have makes a
little bit more.

Doyle of the Aggies had an off week,
getting 145, 187 and 165 against the In-
1erlors. Connle must have thought he
was throwing to third base, judging from
the way he shot the bail down the alleys.
Just a little too much speed, that's all.

‘éBuckarene’” Comes Back.

John Freeman, the old Miller home-
run hitter, will be back with the local
club again this season. and all of the
local fans are hoping to see the great
slugger back to his old form. Freeman
was injured last season, suffering a
broken shoulder. and for the final month
or so he was out of the game altogether.
Freeman has been working hard all win-
ter trylng to condition himself for the
season's work, and Mike Cantillon, owner
of the local club, last month sent him a
contract. Freeman not only signed and
returned the contract, but wrote Cantillon
a letter expressing his gratitude for the
favors shown him by the magnate and
confident that he would be In as good
condition as ever.

For a time Cantillon figured on put-
ting up the former Boston star on the
base ball market, but hearing that the
Minneapolls fans wanted to see John in
a Minneapolis uniform again, the Miller
leader declided to give the favorite an-
other chance. If Freeman cannot hold
his own in the all-round work he will
probably be kept on the bench to wallop
out an opportune hit occasianally. Can-
tillon recelved a letter from Freeman
last Friday and the former Miller cap-
tain claims to be in first-class playing
nondition.—Minneapolis Journal.

Anson’s Team Coming East.
CHICAGO, March 20.—“Cap’” Anson
announces he has been successful In
iocking out the eastern irip which he
propored to give his base ball team this

spring.

The games definitely scheduled include
two in Philadelphla, April 7 and 8, when
the Colts will play the Phliilies and Ath-
letics on the National League grounds
there; one game In New York with the
Giants, April 13, and a game in Newark
witlin the Eastern League team, April 12
or 14.

The veteran plans. however, to book
gemes enough to keep hix team busy in
the ecast the greater part of the month of

April. He is after games in Boston, Wash- | an announcement made here.
ington and Baltimore, and expects to get |

dates with New England l.eague teams
after the major league season opens

.|
|

STARS WHO NEVER

and Sam Thompson Among
the Number.

Ball players who become famous in the
Lig leagues do not always work up
through the minors, by any means, and
| this was even more so the case with ola-'
{timers, Then therse was not enough
moneyv in the minor leagues to prove at-
tractive to any but the players who
hustled more for the fun than for what
ithere was in it. Some of the older pla)-
lers kept away from the game as long ns
I'.hey could resist the temptation to play,
iand then broke into it without any par-
ticular preparation in the way eof minor
!league experience. Frequently accident
|pla}'ed not a little part in their taking
|up the profession.

{ Sam Thompson, ona of the greatest
iplayers the world ever produced, broke
|into the game through an accidental op-
portunity that came about in this man-

ner.
Dropped Tools to Play.

He was a carpenter in Danviile, Ind.,
and in his leisure moments played on the
{local team. One day the famous Indlan-
apols team of the Natlonal League blew
into Danville, having arranged previous-
13 to play an off date there. The Dan-
ville elub lined up on the field and it was
soon noticed that it was shy one man.
This proved to be Thompson, the great-
est player In that section.

As the park was crowded and the Tn-
dianapolis manager wanted the admission
money, he held a hurried conversation
with the Danville magnate and the result
was that they drove down the road for a

engaged in shingling a roof.

When asked to quit work and play in
the game that afternoon Sam claimed
that he couldn't afford to lose the $1.50
that he would receive for continuing at
his labor. The Indlanapolis man offered
him §5 to play and Sam just fell off the
ladder, he was so eager to get into the
'l game.

He hit the ball all over the lot that
day, and it was his terrific batting that
caused Danville to beat Indianapolis.
The manager of the Indianapolis club
signed him before he left the grounds at
a salary of 2100 a month, and when they
put Sam into his first game at Philadel-
phia he made two home runs In succes-
slon. He afterward played with Detroit
and Philadelphia and was a slugger year
in and year out.

No Minors for These Players.

Cy Young was another player who got
into the game without goilng through the
minor league schaools.

George Browne of the Boston Nationals
and formerly a Glant, one of the best of
natura] ball players, got his chance
through the influence of Tom Kellher.
Kellher, who was a Georgetown star and
about the finest base ball playver of his
day outside of the major league, ve-
ceived an offer from Ted Sullivan, who
was then manager of the Norfolk club of
the Virginla State Leagus. to report to
his team.
his father objected to the move, and so
Tom sent George Browne in his place,
and Browne made good from the start.

Pat Donovan had no more idea of be-
coming a professional ball player than
he had of becoming a parachute jumper,
as he was a druggist in Lawrence
and was in business for himself. He
played on the local club until he was
past manhood, and then one day came
the turning point in his life.

There was to be a game at Lawrence
that day between two rival clubs for
the champlonship of the city, and rat,
who was busy at the store, had mnot
thought of entering into the contest
until some of his teammates came down
to his place and entreated him_ to
help them defeat the other fellows. Pat,
after hesitating for a long while, con-
sented to take part in the game, and by
so dolng changed the whole course of
his latter life.

In that memorable game at Lawrence
Donovan performed so many wonderful
feats, both in the batting and fielding
line, that the following week a score of
managers were besieging him. Finally
he listened to the siren song, embarked
on his professional career, and thus made
a page in base ball history.

How Spalding Started.

The first time in his life that Al Spald-
ing, the milllonaire sporting goods man,
who once was a great professional pitch-
er. ever heard of sthe nationa! game was
in 1883. Then, as a youngster of ihir-
reen, he met a seoldier at his home in
Illinois, who explained to him how thev
played a game in the army called base
ball. Young Spalding became Interested,
and had the souidier show him all tia
' points in this new game. After he had
mastered them lLie formed two teams from
| among the boys in the neighborhood, and
soon the whole community was head over
' heels in the game.

Four years after his meeting with the
soldier Spalding was clerking in a Chi-
cago grocery store. Base ball had a tre-
mendous hold on the people there and
ISunday games were a feature. 8o, in
company with other lads of his age, he
went out to the grounds one afternoon
to witness a game between two leading
teams. The pitcher of one of the con-
testing clubs twisted his leg early in the
game, and some one, knowing 8palding’'s
proficiency, recommended the boy as
being a good pitcher.

He filled the bill to the letter, holding
down the great sluggers with rent
ease. All Chicago spoke of him mnext
day as the *“boy wonder,” and he was
given a contract to sign which called for
$40 a week, which was a blg salary in
those days.

No Left-Handed Catchers.

Left-handed catchers sesm to have
gone out of style completely. About the
only one who ever did amount to much
as a backstop was Jack Clements, who

dozen years ago. He took on so much
welght, however. that Philadelphia Ilet
him go to St. Louls and he finished his

a member of the 1l1-fated Misfite in Cleve-
Jand in 1899. Jack gave up the job In
disgust along In June and returned to his
home in Philadelphia, preferring to quit
altogether rather than play with a club
whose winning streak was alwaysg con-
fined to one consgrutive game.

Fred Tenney was considered a wonder-
ful catcher when at Brown University.
He broke into the big league as a catcher,
golng from Brown to Boston as the re-
celving end of the battery of Sexton and
Tenney. He fafled to distinguish him-
self a9 a catcher, though, and was called
upon to play first base one day when tha
regular first sacker was hurt.
good at once, and has been playing first
ever since.

“Jiggs" fs another who fell

Donahue
as a wonderful flelding first baseman.
Bill Armour had him ecatching for tha
Davton team. Then McAleer gave him a
trial at St. Louls in 1902. He was a dis-
mal fallure and was dropped to Mil-
waukee. Cantillon despaired of him
showing anything behind the plate and
stuck him on first base. At first he
looked like a bloomer, but he finally ac-
quired confidence and became a star in
' that position.

Yale to Meet Virginia.
NEW HAVEN, Conn., March 20.—Yale
and the University of Virginia will meet

10, at Charlottesvilie, Va.. according to
Yale will
send about twenty men and they will go
to Virginla April 2. This training week
in the south ls expected to glve the men
an advantage in the later training seasom.

L

PLAYED WITH MINORS

'A. G. Spalding, Patsy Donovan |

mile or 8o to where Thompson was busliys

Keliher was willing to go, but

did such great work for the Phillies a’

base ball career, as did Jack Stivetts, as/

He made .

down as a catcher, but has acquired fame

.

in track games for the first time April, -




