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INTEREST MANIFESTED IN
NEW HALL OF RECORDS

Selection of Material for

ment Building the Question--Local Ex-
pert Advocates Concrete.

Construction of Govern-

Ever since the renewal of agitation
for the construction by the government
in Washington of a Hall of Records,
which may be a repository for all of the
important documents of the various de-
partments and of the recordg of the
courts, construction engineers have been
taking a lively interest in the possible
form which this building may take. It
is generally conceded that the structure
must be fireproof not only in its walls
and floors, but in its every appointment,
because countless thousands of the docu-
ments wheh it will contain will be in-

valuable. Many papers and reports and
books never could be replaced if de-
stroyed.

To be sure, every government depart-
ment now maintains its own storehouse,
where récords are Dplaced, and it was
the very fact that documents of immense
ifmportance in such places as the Supreme
Court, the patent office, the pension of-
fice, State, War, Nahy, Imterior and
other departments are continuously ex-
posed to danger from the destroying ele-
ment—fire—that led to the demand IOr
one central structure, as nearly fire-
proof as human ingenuity could make
it. for the storing of all of these papers.
Congress made an appropriation, and the
ground for the Hall of Records was pur-
chased, but there the matter stands at
the present time, as it is declared the
amount available would not pay for. both
ground and bujlding.

But since the purchase of the ground
spells much toward the success of the
plan, and since the selection of any one
material for such a building means prac-
tically the indorsement by the United
States government of the fireproof quali-
ties of such material, the advocates of
various flame and heat resisting construc-
tion methods are, figuratively, on their
toes awaiting the competition which must
ensue before Uncle Sam chooses one or
another for use in the making of his hall
of records. Concrete, terra cotta, brick,
brick and steel, stone, granite, marble,
granite and steel and brick, and all of the
combinations of these various materials’
are, by thelir representatnves, on the qui
vive, and great will be the rejoicing in
some one camp when (its material
draws the prize of approval by the gov-
ernment engineers.

Local Expert Speaks for Concrete.

One of the most active figures in the
preliminary skirmishing is Edward P.

Cowell, formely industrial representative
of the Philadelphia and Reading rallway,
who is now a resident of Berwyn, Md.,
and actively engaged in the local building
fleld, and he is an advocate of concrete,
first, last and all the time. Mr. Cowell
is an authority on concrete, and in an
interview yesterday he presented a num-
ber of cogent reasons why not only the
Hall of Records, but every structure
whose builders are interested in protec-
tion from fire, should be constructed of
concrete. He quoted liberally from other
authorities, and from government and
from underwriters' reports.

“The Pennsylvania railroad has declded
to build a reinforced concrete building for
the preservation of records at its home
office in Philadelphia,” said he. *“The
boards of underwriters in New York,
Philadelphla, and other cities have tested
concrete up to 1,700 degrees Fahrenheit,
with quick reduction of the temperature
of the test walls by subjecting them to
streams of cold water at high pressure,
and concrete has come out victor svery
time. In the Baltimore and S8an Fran-
cisco fires concrete showed better resist-
ance to the heat than any other material.
The term fireproof is a misnomer. ‘Fire-
resistant’ is much better.

“F. W. Taylor, M. E., and 8. E. Thomp-
son, 8. B., writing on ‘Fire and Rust
Protection.” say: ‘Observations of steel
imbedded in concrete which has heen ex-
posed to fire or to corrosive action and
experimental tests prove conclusively
that two inches of dense Portland cement
concrete, made in ordinary proportions
with broken stone, gravel or cinders of
good quality, and mixed wet, will effectu-
ally resist the most severe fire llable to
occur in builldings, and will prevent the
corrosion of steel even under extraor-
dinary conditions. In builldings concrete
has been found a more effective fire-re-
sisting material than terra cotta and
fully equal or even superior to first-
class brickwork. Brickwork cannot exist
in a structure except in combination with
some other material like steel or wood,
both of which are seriously affected by
fire, whereas concrete reinforced with
steel may replace not only brickwork,
dut also the steel or wood columns and
beams.’

Results in Actual Fires.

“Numerous experimental tests have
been made showing the value of concrete
as a fire-resisting material, but the best
proof of its value in this respect lies in
the fact that it has actualjy withstood
very severe fires. The fire in the four-

story reinforced concrete factory of the
fic Coast Borax Company, Bayonne,

N. J.. built entirely of concrete except|$

the roof, utterly destroyed the contents

of the building. the roof and the interior
framework, but the walls and floors re-
mained Intact, save in one place where
an eighteen-ton tank fell through the
plank roof and cracked some of the
floor beams, and in one place on the out-
side of the walls, where the surface of
the concrete was slightly affected. The
fire was so hot that brass and iron cast-
Ings were melted to junk.” :

“The effect of filre upon concrete in
various buildings located in the center
of the burned district of Baltimore is
best appreciated by an examination of
the reports of experts upon the fire. Capt.
James 8. Sewell in his report to the chief
of engineers, United States Army, in re-
ferring to the fire In one of the .build-
ings bullt with reinforced concrete col-
umns, beams and -rches, writes: ‘It
was surrounded by non-fireproof build-
ings, and was subjected to an extreme-
ly severe test, probably involving as
high temperature as any that existed
anywhere. The concrete was made with
broken granite as an aggregate. In' the
upper stories where the heat was in-
tense the concrete was calcined to a
depth of one-fourth to three-fourths of an
inch, but it showed no tendency to spall
except at exposed corners. In the lower
stories the concrete was absolutely un-
impaired, though the contents of the
building were all burned out. After-
ward I witnessed a loading test of this
structure. One bay of the second floor,
with a beam in the center, was loaded
with nearly 300 pounds per square foot,
superimposed, without a sign of dis-
tress, and with a deflection of not cx-
ceeding one-eighth of an inch. The
floor was designed for a total working
load of 150 pounds per square foot.’

Quotation From Bulletin 370.
“The latest printed data upon ‘The Fire-
resistive Properties of Various Bullding

Materials’ is bulletin 370 of the United
States geological survey, prepared by
Richard L. Humphrey, and which reads
in part: ‘The investigations herein re-
ported are a preliminary part of a com-
prehensive series undertaken with the ob-
ject of determining the fire-resistive prop-
erties and rates of heat conductivity of
various building materials, apnd the com-
parative efficlency of the various methods
of fireproofing. These investigations have
the further object of greatly lessening
the liability of loss by fire in government
bulldings and greatly reducing their cost
through more efficient methods of con-
struction. While the tests are conducted
primarily for the purpose of obtaining in-
formation of essential value to the gov-
ernment, it is belleved the results will
prove to be of much importance to the
general public.’

‘“The tests were conducted in the under-
writers laboratories in Chicago,”” Mr.
Cowell continued, “and they were elab-
orate in character, upon i,ll of the most
important materials used Yn building con-
struction. The report doces not announce
any conclusion to be deduced from the
tests, but merely states the results, and
this is one of the most forceful state-
ments of all: ‘A fact brought out most]
clearly by the tests is the low heat trans-
mission rate of Portland cement mortars
and concretes. This is one of the de-
rirable qualities in materials for fire-
proofing purposes.’ .

“The large filre losses in this country—
six times per capita those of Germany |
and France—show that more attention
must be given to the proper construction
of buildings. The govetnment should |
lead in this respect. A new building is
needed here for the housing or storing of
records. Will it be up-to-date, of modern, |
reinforced concrete construction?’ .

Besides advocating the use of reinforced |
concrete for the Hall of Records and for |
the construction of business houses and |
offices, Mr. Cowell cited a number of|
unique uses to which concrete has been |
and may be put. i

One of the earliest recorded examples
of the application of reinforced concrete
was a boat of concrete and iron, built!
by L. J. Lambot in France, and shown |
at the Paris international exhibition in
1855. This boat is still in existem-e.‘
Early last year several barges were
built in Italy for commercial purposes,
and this vear a hull is being construct-
ed for a government cruiser. Several
barges weréd also buillt on our Missouri
river. The material also may be used
for telegraph poles, hitching and fence
posts, water tanks and troughs, thin
garden walls, silos, chicken house, barns
garage, boathouse, monuments, chimneys,
grain elevators, statues, stadiums, walls
and roof of bakeovens, flower pots, sew-
er pipes and drains; and in the fine arts,
the fine detail of some work is convincing
evidence that cement is well adapted
for use in statuary where delicate effects
are required. In recent work done by
Brommsgrove Gulld, Worcestershire,
England, flgures tHree feet to six feet
high were made to {llustrate the econ-
omy of cement, which is less than one-
half that of lead. The work of this guild
is typical of what is transpiring in all
parts of the world since the many ad-
vantages of cement have become appar-
ent. One six-foot statue of Father Time,
cast in lead, cost $380, while the cost for
the same figure cast in cement was but

100,
Edward Tuck, an enterprising Ameri-
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can resident of La Malmaison near Paris,
France, who wished to erect a chimney
in a grove of trees, hit upon the idea of
making it of concrete so as not to spoll
the landscape, and he had the concrete
molded to resemble a tree, and the illusion
was rendered more perfect by planting a
Virginia creeper, which soon covered the
“dying monarch of the forest,” and with
its branches and leaves made the smoke-
stack a thing of beauty.

NEW PEOPLE'S DRUG STORE.

Popular Company Will Occupy En-
tire Adler Building.

The increasing popularity of Tth street
as a business thoroughfare was well at-
tested this week when M. G. Gibbs, man-
ager of the People's drug store, 824 Tth
street, completed arrangements to se-
cure new and much larger qudrters for
his establishment. Mr. Gibbs took over
by lease the old Victor Adler building, at
the southeast corner of Tth street and
Massachusetts avenue, and as soon as al-
terations are finished, which will be
about October 15, the People's drug store
will open at the new location.

The People's drug store will occupy
the entire three floors of the Adler build-
ing, and with the installation of new fix-
tures and a comprehensive stock it will
be one of the handsomest business houses
of its kind in the city.

Local Broker Seils Lenox Estate.

Following closely on the sale of his-
toric Rosemont in the Shenandoah, for

Charles E. Clapp of Pittsburg, to Harry
Wardman of Washington, Grant Parish,
real estate broker, has sold the Hempley
estate, near Lenox and Stockbridge, Mass.,
for $65,000. Mr. Parish now has busin2ss
at Newport, Tuxedo and Bar Harbor, with
foreign connections at L.ondon, Paris, Pau
and Biarritz to handle the international
demand for furnished villag, now so much
in vogue among Americans ‘of wealth and
leisure. Mr. Parish has opened a New
York office at 38 0Oth avenue, but will
retain his Washington office as his princi-
pe! place of business.

Mrs. Cromwell Buys Home.
Mrs. Oliver Cromwell has purchased the

handsome residence at the corner of New
Hampshire and Oregon avenues north-
west, formerly owned by Col. Tyrer. The
house is three stories In height and it
stands in a lot contalning 35,300 square
feet. While the price was nct announced,
it is understood that about £35,000 was
involved in the transaction. William Cor-
coran Hill and Stone & Fairfax were the
brokers who negotiated the =ale.

NEW STORE FOR PEOPLE'S DRUG COMPANY.

SALES AGGREGATE $700,000

MOORE & HILL REPORT LIVELY
BUSINESS SINCE JUNE 1.

The three-story residence, No. 2616 Con-
necticut avenue extended, Woodley Park,
has just been sold to a local attorney, who
will reside in same in the near future.

This is one of the two houses which was
erected by Franklin T, Sanner about a year
ago, and contains twelve rooms and two
baths and finished throughout in quar-
tered oak. The sale was negotiated by
Moore & Hill, incorporated, at a consid-
eration of $15,000. o

Moore & Hill have also sold for Au-
gustus P. Loring, executor of the Hughes
estate, the three-story ten-room house No.
1453 Girard street, Columbia Heights.

Moore & Hill report they have sold since
June 1 properties aggregating nearly
$700,000 in value. Some of the properties
sold include the following:

For H. Rozier Dulaney, 18,000 gquare
feet of ground, in Woodley Park, the
purchasers being F. T. Sanner and Wil-
liam A. Hill, who are now improving
same with high-class houses.

For Kennedy Brothers, eight houses
in Ingleside and Woodley Park.

For P. W. Pickford, 1442-1444-1446 C
street southeast.

For Mrs. Jane 1909 I
street northwest.

For Charles W. King, six houses on
the heights.

Winston Apartment Transferred.
For Bales ‘Warren, the Winston
apartment, located on Mount Pleasant
street, containing twenty-four apart-
ments; also three two-family apartment
buildings.

For Lacey & Belt, the houses re-
cently erected at the corner of F street
and Tennessee avenue northeast.

G. Graham,

For Willlam W. Trew, 4403 Kansas
avenue, Petworth.
For Joseph A. O'Hare, 405 T street

northwest.

For George DP. Plitt,
northeast.

For e¢x-Gov. William P.
Q street northwest.

For Bladen Forrest, the Alamo apart-
ment house, located on 12th street be-

207 C street
Kellogg, 1730

tween M and N streets, containing
twenty-four apartments.

To  Bladen Forrest, the Harvard
apartment house, located on Harvard

street, Columbin Heights, and premises
903 S street northwest,
For Zepp Brothers. twenty-one of the

twenty-six houses recently erected In
7 street, Rock Creek Church road and
Giulncy street, Petworth, at a total con-
plderation of $82,000. \

Houses in Demand.

For the Eichorn estate, 1006 1st street
northwest.

For the People’'s Mutual Benefit Insur-
ance, premises 2028 North Capitol street.
_ To Mre. Grace A. Smith, 532 Tennessee
avenue northeast.

For H. A. Caswell,
southeast.

- For Ben M. Rawlings, a residence on
Newark street, Cleveland Park.

For F. R. Gorddh, 1409-1411 D street
northeast.

To George B. Wells, 911 French street

northwest.
To Dr. T. S. Palmer, 1521 Columbia

street northwest.

1110 6th street

For Clarence B. Hight, 727 Fairmont
street.

For Percy McGlue, 1751 8th street
northwest.

For F. T. Sanner and William A. Hill,
1321 Fairmont street. Columbia Heights;
also 1906 G street northwest.

For B. F. Saul, 3103 11th street.

To Ernest P. Heil, 1740 Church street

northwest.

For Jacob Zarin, lot corner 18th street
and Kalorama avenue, Washington
Heights.

To the John Moore estate, the three-
story store and flat building, corner 9th
and M streets northwest, and the proper-
ties, 027-20-31 Louisiana avenue and 616
M street northwest.

For Joseph McReynolds,
street.

For Frederick K. Barbour, T42-T42%-T44
Pth street northwest.

To Edward F. Slanke, 1410 Harvard

1758 Church

street, Columbia Heights.

For Dr. Martha C. Burritt, 1110 23d
street northwest.

To J. H. Rinehart, ten houses, Nos.

1513 to 1331 O street northwest. |

For Hood & Apple, trustees, 1524 East
Capltol street.

For Harry Wardman, 3310 Ross place,
Cleveland Park.

For Mary (.
place northwest.

For Mrs. Catherine Fowler Wells, 228-
290-232 3d street southwest,

For Chiswell & Kite, 837 3d street north-
west., -

For Mrs. Anne P. Gaynor, 1420 U street
northwest.

For Willlam A. Hill, 1824
street, Washington Heights.

King, 3023 Cambridge

Biltmore

For Mrs. Eliza C. Merrill, 416 T street
northwest.
For Miss Margaret C. Shrugrue, 1633

19th street northwest.
To Mrs. Rosa Rosenthal, a store and

dwelling on Georgia avenue northwest,

RECORDS OF BUILDINGS IN
FIFTY CITIES IN

AUGUST

Figures Important to Real Estate Operators Because
Increases Mean More Houses to
Rent and ot Sell.

At the opening of the present autumm
building season, when all of the Indus-
tries connected either directly or indl-
rectly with the furnishing of material
and supplies for the new structures in the
National Capital are booming as never
before in their history; when the mem-
bers of all the mechanical trades are at
peace with their employers and are labor-
ing steadily and happily and are thus
adding their wery material quota of earn-
ings to the general prosperity, and when
the city 1z galning steadlly in its assess-
able values because of the construction
of almost countless new homes and apart-
ment houses and businers structures, it is
probably of more than usual interest to
compars tne growth of Washington with
that of the other more important cities of
the country. The marked development of
property in all sections of the District of
Columbia concerns not only the real es-
tate operator, because it means more
houses for him to rent and to sell, with
consequent profit, but it also has its bear-
ing upon every walk of life. The individ-
ual house owner sees his little investment
accruing in value because of the addition
of other improvements to the neighbor-
hood, and the merchant and the profes-
sional man see a constantly broadening
fleld because the steady demand for
homes foretells more foreibly than the
actual census figures that the city is
growing—and students of economics are
a unit in declaring the greatness of a city
can be measured in the exact ratio of its
population and in the growth of such pop-

ulation.
Gain of 34 Per Cent.

Manifestly it is unnecessary to point
out that a wave of prosperity is sweep-
ing the entire country, and it is equally
obvious that the National Capital is
high on the crest of the billow. Noth-
ing more clearly indicates prosperity.

than the willingness of the investing
public to spend its money in new build-
ings. According to the official bulletins
to Construction News, the organ of the
bullding Interests of the country, con-
struction operations all over the coun-
try for the month of August show a
heavy increase. During the month just
closed permits were taken out in fifty
cities, according to official reports to
Construction News, for the construc-
tilon of 15,551 buildings, involving a
total estimated cost of $§58,140,011,
against 14,520 buildings, involving $43,-
22,101 for the corresponding month a
year ago, an increase for the month
closed of 1,030 buildings and $14,817,-
010, or 34 per cent. This Is one of the
most interesting reports from the
staydpoint of the remarkable increase
which it shows that has been made
public for a long time and clearly il-

’

lustrates the enormous activity prevafl-
ing in building in all sections of the
country. Probably nothing like it has
ever before been known. It is a better
{llustration of the fact that s new era
obtains in the‘+affairs of this country
than anything that has come to light in
a long time.

One of the most significant features of
the situation is the fact that out of the
fifty cities only eleven show decreases,
while thirty-nine have remarkable in-
creases, clearly indicating the buovant
conditions all over the country. The In-
creases are g0 general and so large that it
is scarcely worth while to attempt analy-
sis, while the decreases are in cities which
have shown remarkable activity in bufld-
ing heretofore and are so widely scattered
lhalt they have little bearing upon the sit-
uation.

Significance of Some Decreases.
The most significant decrease probably is
that in Chicago, where in August, 1908,
permits were taken out for 922 buildings,

involving a total cost of $5,641,050, against
894 buildings, aggregating In cost, it is es-
timated, $4,801,650 for the month just
closed, a decrease of about 15 per cent,
but the fact of the matter is that the in-
crease for the preceding months of the
year has been upon such an enormous
Scale that a lower level was to be ex-
pected, inasmuch as the totals for 1909 are
now upon par with the entire twelve
months of last year. There is nothing
particularly depressing in this state of af-
fairs. It is not surprising to find a de-
crease of 37 per cent in Seattle, for the
reason that that city “has been a scene of
unusual activity for years and is now de-
voting its attention chlefly to the Alaska-
Yukon-Pacific exposition. Pittsburg has
a decrease of 28 per cent, Baltimore 37,
New Orleans 13, Louisville 28, Toledo,
Ohio, 11; Terre Haute 22, Mobile 28, Sac-
ran:emo 3 and Harrisburg, Pa., 1 per
cent.

In Washington the report of the build-
ing inspector shows that In August of
this year permits were issued for the
construction of 330 buildings, at an esti-
mated cost of $1,194,322, as against 419
permits for buildings, to cost $1,146,038, in
the same month of 1408. The enforce-
men. of the new building regulations of
course has had a material bearing upon
the number of permits issued in Wash-
ington in August, because a great many
bullders anticipated the new laws by rush-
ing through the plans for structures on
which work was not to he begun until
months after the issuance of the permits,
solely that the amended schedule of fees
for the licenses could be avoided. Conse-
quently the figures for the District for
the past month cannot be held up for
comparison on the same basis as those
of other municipalities. The appended
table shows the increases and decreases
in building activity throughout the coun-
try, and the cities which have contrfbuted
largely to the gains reported.

SUMMARY OF REPORTS FROM ALL OVER THE COUNTRY.

Local Merchant Secures Valuable In-
vestment Property.

One of the important real estate trans-
actions of the current week was the sale
of the Clifton apartment house for
Lewis E. Breuninger to Philip T. Hall,
the F street merchant. The sale was
made by Charles Early, real estate
broker, and Mr. Hall will hold the prop-
erty as an investment.

The Clifton is a new structure, having
been completed by Mr. Breuninger dur-
ing the present summer. It contains
fourteen =suites, all but two of which are
already under lease. The Clifton is lo-
cated on Clifton street between 13th and
14th streets northwest. It is understood
the price secured for the propérty was
$70,000, and the annual income from
rentals approximates $8,800. The Clif-
ton is in a very desirable location, being
directly opposite the handsome parking
surrounding the Barber mansion, and as
it is on one of the highest pointg in that
part of Mount Pleasant, nearly all of
its windows afford unobstructed views of
all of the down-town sections of the
city and of the hills in Virginia beyond
the river.

2
Property Purchased as Investment.
The handsome brick residence oocupled
for several yvears past by Mrs. Sophia
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CLIFTON APARTMENT BOLD. |subdivision of Ingleside, has been pur.

chased by Mrs. Frances Rose, the F street
milliner, who will hold the same as an
investment. The house is three stories in
height and contains ten large rooms and
two full-tiled baths. It occuples a lot 18
feet front by a depth of 110 feet, over-
looking Rock Creek park. The house was
built by Mrs. Vogt several yvears ago after
plans designed by Oscar G. Vogt, archie
tect. It is understood that in the neigh-
borhood of $8,500 was pald for the prop-
erty. The sale was negotiated thro
the In?a.l estate firm of Willige, Gibbs &
Daniel.

Sale of Bryant Street Residenoce.

Willige, Gibbs & Danlel, -real estate
brokers, have sold for Harry J. Mattern
one of the new three-story brick dwell-
ings, numbered 351 Bryant street northe-
west, just weet of North Capitol street.

The house has nine rooms and bath
with nickeled plumbmf And is heated by
a hot-water system. It occupies a lot 18
feet front by a depth of 140 feet to a
rear alley. It is understood that $8.550
was pald for the property, which will bs
occupled as a residence by the purchaser,
Mrs. Sarah J. Dwyer.

New Firm Makes Sale.
Gardiner & Dent, Incorporated, ha
sold for Zepp Brotherr the house at
Rock Creek Church road. The house

a two-story brick of colonial design '
contains six rooms, bath and cellar.

Vogt, widow of John L. Vogt, 1771 La-

mont street northwest, in the Walbridge

t
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occupy the house as her home,



