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An International Chautauqua.

Muckrakers to the contrary, the age is
not wholly sordid. All public men are
not under the dollar's spell.

Mr. Cannon recently refused a hand-
some offer to enter the lecture field. Time
and topics were left to him. He would
undoubtedly have drawn well—better fora
time, maybe, than even Mr. Bryan. His
rugged personality, his stirring experi-
ences as Speaker, and his unconventional
way of putting things would have caught
the chautauquans. He could have filled
his wallet in a few months, Instead, he
will be serving Uncle Sam at a modest
salary here in Washington.

Mr. Beveridge, also, was tempted, but
resisted. He, too, would have proved a
<trong card. A fluent speaker, and good
looking. he would easily have held his
audiences and earned his share of the
gate receipts. He will probdbly make less
money at other employment, but will en-
joy it more than what he would have
made as an entertainer.

And the news comes from Paris that
ex-Premier Briand has just declined *an
offer of $t,000 for a series of lectures 19
be ziven in the ¢apitals of Europe on any
subject or subjects of his choice.”” In-
stead, after a rest, he will return to the
practice of law, which, in France, even
to & man of his fame and talents, brings
pno such money rewards in so short a
time. He, too, is looking at things from
a higher than a money standpoint.

But this suggests a matter. Why should
{here not be an exchange of lecturers of
a political stamp between Europe and
America” Why should not politicians
and statesmen—European and American—
who are equipped for the lecture field,
and under high considerations would be
willing to enter it, swap corners, so to
say, and thereby add to the sum of use-
ful knowledge in everyday circles? Let
European officials and ex-officials come
over here and give us their views and
experiences by word of mouth, and let
our eminent officials and ex-officials cross
the Atlantic and instruct the public over
there.

In the flield of education this policy 1is
bearing good fruit, and the kaiser, who
is an alert man on all subjects, thinks
it should be extended to the field of
music. He proposes German singers for
America, and singers in America, if not
American singers, for Germany, with the
object of showing the audiences of each
country what the musical taste of the
other is as respects oratorio and the
opera. Of course, “‘business,” to a de-
sgree, has already been active about this,
but the kaiser would invest the exchange
with something of higher spirit and im- |
portance. '

Suppose Mr. Lodge, Mr. Bailey, Mr.
Roosevelt and Mr. Hearst should visit
England, France and Germany in expo-
sition of American political policies, and
Mr. Churchill, Mr. Lloyd George, Mr.
Briand and Chancellor von Bethmann-
Hollweg should return the visits and tell
us something about politics in Great
Britain, France and Germany. ¢Can any-
body doubt that good would result on
Loth sides of the ocean? And particularly !
as money would not be the ruling con-.
sideration with the speakers.

Industrial Training.

The industrial, course whica,
nounced recently in The Star, w .l be
introduced in the local publiec schools
suould have a broadening and otherwise
heipful influence on the children. Giving
thie children an exhibition of how the
common and useful articles of everyday
life are made ought to be a benefit. There
is very general ignorance among people
as to how things of ordinary use, as, for
example, paper, giass, iron and cloth, are
produced. Although it is planned that
these exhibits and the course shall be
taken in conneetion with the usual school
Studies, it is quite probable that they will
stimulate the interest of young folk In
Liie maiter of industrial training.

As time passes in this country increas-
ing stress is laid on the importance of in-
dustrial training. Menta! tralning has
held the floor =0 long that it is interest-
ing to note the trend of op!nion that the
training of the hands is likewlise valuable.

The supply of professional and clerkiy
men is ample. Of course, there is room
at the top, but the top is higher and
higher and the climb longer and more
‘aborious. There is a great deal of talk
in nearly all the professions of over-
crowding, and professions which once
were lucrative are now only mildly so to
the average practitioner.

There is no complaint of overcrowding
in the mechanica! lines of work. The sup-
ply does not keep apace of the demand.
Skilled physical workers are needed. Pay
is higher and the number of working
hours less, perhape, than they ever were
before; certainly the general level of the
earnings of =killed labor is upward, A
koy starting out as a physical worker
has many advantages. There is go bar
that will constrain him to mechanical
work If the spirit of loftier things is
within him. The world Is open to every
man, the benchworker as well as the
deskworker,

Too many boys are belng turned loose
in the world to live in a makeshift way,
turned loose without anv one desirable
thing having been well enough learned to
make a living at it. A good brick mason
i= surer of a comfortable life than an in-
different lawyer, and he Is a bigger factor
in the upbuilding of the world.
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Statesmanship is finding it more
difficult each year to draw striect lines
and, on general principles, to oppose
everything that another party sug-
Zests.

as an-

SO

A Not Impossible Colloguy.

“You have been on deck here for a
number of terms. 1 am entering on my
first. Tell me a few things about service
in the House. Y want to make a good im-
pression on these Washington people, and
on the country at large.”

“Cut out the Washingtonians.”

or representative, makes much of a figure
locally. Statesmen are ordinary wear
here. The people are busy with their
own affairs.”

“Then about the country at large.”

“Simply keep your eyes and ears open,
and watch the corners. Don’t slight the

“Is speaking before a body of picked
men difficutt?”’

“At first. But after you've heard a
few others speak you'll gain confidence.
Modest as you may be, vou'll think well
of yourself, and soon begin to fire away
with ease.”

“Are many votes changed by speeches?”

‘“That question, old fellow, marks the
novice. The votes in Congress that have
been changed by speeches from the oppo-
sition scarcely number one {n a genera-
tion. Several years ago Mr. Hale all but
paralvzed the Senate by confessing that
Mr. Bailey by an argument had just
changed his views about the matter un-
der consideration. Assured of himself as
the Texas senator alwayvs {s, he was
clearly embarrassed, fearing that he was
being “kidded,” and in a short time Mr.
Hale went to a hospital in Baltimore for
an operation. The idea prevailed that
he was not well when he paid his com-
pliment to Mr. Bailey."”

“Are members attentive?’

“Rarely so. It's bad form. There are
exceptions to the rule. You should be
present and listen gvhen one of your state
colleagues, or a fellow-committeeman,
speaks. And you can help him, if he
begins to flounder, by rising and saying
in the way of interruption, ‘If my elo-
quent friend will allow me a question
right there.” Give him, of course, an
easy one, so that his reply will carry
both readiness and accuracy, and be as-
sured that he will never forget your
kindness. The matter will show up well
in the Record.”

“Tell me about the Record.”

“A much divided, but an invaluable
publication. Make good use of it. Sow
vour district with copies. It's safer than
the pulpit. A clergyman,-you know, may
be sued for his utterances, but when you
are in the Record you are immune. No
court process can reach you there.”
“You make the House an attractive
place.”

“It {= an attractive place. You are
certaln to like it, and certain to want to
come back." -

“But if a fellow fails to come back?"”
‘“*That's rough, of course. After doing
his little best, a fellow likes to be In-
dorsed, Still, ‘tis better to have served
one term than never to have served at
all. Go in, and win. I'm with you.”
=T

Know Washington.
With sightseers thronging the streets
and bu!:dings of Washington, the thought
comes that Washingtonians themselves
might pass some idle hours in esight-
seeing. @ Washingtonlans do not utilize
all the benefits of Washington. The ad-
vantages presented by Washington are
so numerous and so obvious that too
many citizens consider them common-
place. The libraries are well patronized,

because the Washington population is
a reading population, and books are

counted as necessary things. The art
collections are fairly well patron-
ized, the museums not so well ased by

survive Bacon's rebellion and the wear of
centuries. Thence it will travel east to
Yorktown, which vies with Philadelphla
as the birthplace of the nation, and
thence southeast to Old Point Comfort,
Hampton and Newport News. It will
form a traffic artery in a country defi-
cient in good roads, and will probably
be an example and an inspiration in road
building in the counties through which
it passes.

In New York, southern Quebec and the
western end of Ontarlo, especially among
automobile owners and other boulevard
advocates, there has developed a strong
interest in the proposed New York-Mon-
treal highway.

There is also a projected sixty-foot high-

way from Philadelphia to ° Pittsburg,
which would constitute another great

artery of travel between two big popula-
tion centers.

Delaware desires to build a magnificent
highway the length of the state from the
Pennsylvania line through the Delaware
counties Newcastle, Kent and Sussex to
the Maryland line. The legislature had
before it a state highway bill providing
for a loan of $750,000 for this north-south
road and for the creation of a state road
commission. A private citizen of the
state offered to advance a million dollars
for the construction of this boulevard, his
proposition being that the counties should
turn over to him the difference in taxa-
tlon between the existing assessment and
the assessment that the Iimprovement
would create. The proposition did not

the road will probably be built by the
state.

The Star published some time ago an
article telegraphed from Wilmington,

Del.,, that a company with a capitallza-
tion of $25,000,000 would be organized in

Delaware for the purpose of bullding a
boulevard between New York and Wash-
ington. Nothing recently has been heard
of this proposition.

Progress is ‘being made In the develop-
ment of American roads. The demand
for smooth and easy roads ijs becoming
so general and insistent that the number
of boulevard projects being brought for-
ward here and there is not surprising.

—

Automobile Fire Engines.

Every fire department chief and all per-
sons directly or Indirectly interested in
promoting the efficiency of fire depart-
ments will watch the New York experi-
ment with the automobile fire engine,
motor hose wagons and motor hook and
ladder trucks. The New York depart-
ment, under Fire Commissioner Waldo,
designs to put into service within six
months twentyv-five auto steamers, six
motor hose wagons, one gasoline pump-
ing engine, and two aerial hook and lad-
der trucks. '

The first of these steamers has been
delivered and {ts trial reports are fa-
vorable. Its welght is eight toms, it runs
on hard rubber tires and can travel at a
speed of thirty miles an hour. The pace
of horse-drawn fire apparatus rarely ex-
ceeds and seldom reaches the rate of
sixteen miles an hour.

Theoretically these machines are much
cheaper than horse-drawn fire carriages,

* but it will require time and use in service

to demonstrate the theory. The first
cost 1s considerably over double that of

the home folk, and the Capitol, Mon- ¢
ument, White House and other public
buildings are passed by. The average
Washingtonian rarely goes near these
very interesting places unless eompelled
to accompany g visiting cousin, aunt or
uncle. The shop windows have more at-
traction for our people than .almost any-
thing else, and no one shquld quarrel
over this. It is human mnature. The
shop windows are beautiful, and contain
the things that every normal human be-
ing wants.

Washington ig full of sights that the
sightseer from afar greedily seeks. There
is plenty of architecture in Washington,
new and old, classic, medieval, modern
and very modern. Some of the archi-
tecture is glorious and some inglorious.
The park system Is steadily developing.
Days may be profitably spent in the
Smithsonian Institution and the National
Museum, jncluding the National Gallery
of Art. The National Zoological Park
is an interesting place, and is more pop-
ular with Washington people than ex-
hibits in the halls of Congress. Ob-
servatories are here for everybody who
wants to look at bigger things than this
small world. The government printing
office, the ordnance foundry, the bureau
of engraving and printing are immense
industrial plants. The Botanlc Garden
is not so extensive as Kew, but it con-
tains representatives of nearly the whole
vegetable kingdom. ‘There is the Sol-
diers’ Home, with its groups of the
battle men of the republic; the Columbia
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, the
Government Hospital for the Insane, and
scores of other places full of significance
and heart interest.

When the suggestion i» made that
strangers should not do all the sight-
seeing In this city, it is not overlooked
that these sightseers generally are on
vacation, and Washingtonilans at work,
and that when vacation time comes the
Washingtonian, like the citizen of any
other place, llkes to stray afar. Nor is
it lost sight of that many of- the sights
of Washington are closed when the Wash-
ingtonian quits work, and that after a
day's work few persons have the energy
to do another day's work In seeing the
sights. But holidays and, in part, Sun--
cays might be utilized in acquainting
one’'s self with the various Plcturesque
and interesting places around Washing-
ton.

=R

Mexico is inclined to agree with the
German etatesmen wito regard occm-
sional war as more or less a natural
state of affairs.

et
It is needless to point out that the Mr.
Roosevelt who has  figured with some
prominence in New York's political news
is not the same.

e

It begins to look as it Col. Roose-

velt's speeches had gone up against
some Kind of an epithet eradicator.

Peary's recompense for arctic jour-
neys was not as spectacular as Cook's,
but it i1s lasting much longer.

=Hr Dt

It wlill not be long before the reports of
good fishing will add to the hardships of
an extra session.

P
The first and most difMcult step in
international disarmament will be to
disarm suspiclon.

Mr. Joseph G. Canmon shows a resolute
inclination to. be a majority leader or
none‘at all

N

Boulevard Projects.

Virginia has a boulevard idea which
is full of promise to the good roads cam-
paign, to dwellers in the country to be
directly benefited and to automobilists
in general. It is a Richmond-to-the-sea
road. It is to be elghty-eight miles long,
thirty feet wide and well built of sand
and clay, a combinatlon which, it is said,
may be made into excellent roadbed.

This way would opén up to the common
run of travelers one of the really pie-
turesque and historie reglons of our coun-

u‘v)]"_ -:-o

“Well, Conzress is nn ald aud ever day

the high-power horse-drawn steamer, but
its speed and radius of action are more
than double, and the saving on horses,
forage, harness, etc., will, it is belleved,
soon offset the difference in the original
outlay for the machine. Besides, increased
speed and larger sphere of service make
for increased efficlency, and these aids to
fire fighting are worth an extra outlay.
SR G

Roosevelt’s Old Spelling.
Spelling reformers are charging Mr.
Roosevelt with orthographic apostasy.
They point out lapses in his game trail
book. Some of the phonetic spellers hope
that not the author, but the publisher, is
to blame. In the latest issue of the
Simplified Spelling Bulletin {t is sald that
Mr. Roosevelt’'s book contains many
antiquated or awkward spellings, such as

“oriticising”” with an *s,” “fusillade,”
“sombre,”” “although,” ‘“veldt” and
“Khartoum.”” The simplified spellers are

particularly shocked that Mr. Roosevelt
writes “brousing.”’
i
Some Europeans find it Impossible to
conquer thelr resentment of the fact that
America loves art .well enough to pay lib-
erally for it.

The difference between the April fool
and the other kind is that he sees the
deception the same day it is arranged.

Explorations of the antarctic reglons
may be Interesting, but there 1is little
hope of their doing much in a contro-

versial way.

i

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Able Assistants.
“That’s a fearfully profane parrot you
have."”
“Yes,” replied the canalboat man; “but
I've got to have some help in driving
these mules.”

The Red Breast.

The robin is a joyous bird
Whose springtime sense is of the best.
He wears all prudently, we've heard,
A red protector on his chest.

Caution.

“Did you tell the proprietor of the hotel
that the roof over your room leaked?"”
asked one traveling man.

“No!" replied the other. “I was careful
not 10 let him know it. He'd have charged
me extra for a shower bath.” 1

Resemblance.

“My doll was full of sawdust,” sald
one little girl.
“Maybe it wasn't sawdust,”” replied the

other. *“Maybe it was breakfast food."”
A Musician’s View.
“Remember,”’ said the business man,

“that time i money.”

“Yes,” replied the discouraged com-
poser; “but nowadays, In order to repre-
sent any money worth mentioning, it has
to be ragtime.”

The Speech.

My Uncle Jim looks surly.
His smile was once so0 bright!
He gets up very early
And toils till late at night.
O'er hills of paper streaming
Are rivulets of ink,
His lofty brow is steaming
As he sits down to think.
The lexicon is near him
With other books Immense,
A crowd will flock to hear him
With eagerness intense.
He has a way that's winning
In®all sorts of debate.
He says a good beginning
Is of importance great.
Upon the page he scatters
His words with might and main;
Then tcars the sheet to tatters
And starts to write agaln.
‘Twill be a triumph pleasant
When forth that speech is sent;
But all he has at present

try. ‘The road is to lle seutheasterly to
Williamsburg, clty of a thousand mem-
corfes, eo'onial amd revolutionary: thence

\ $ amosion oF 8 ruins as

Is *“*Mr. President!”

favorably strlke the popular fancy, and!

| a desire for vengeance that could not be
! restrained. Gen. Houston's cool and brief
i narrative does not contain the story of
! the encounter, which was told again and

Capture of the campaign and dis-
- guised himself in the
Santa Anna. cotton garments of a

THE INDEPENDENGE OF TEXAS

BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS.

\

Special Carrespondence of The Star and the Chicago Record-Herald.

HOUSTON, March 23, 1911

The city of Houston is forty-seven miles
from the Gulf of Mexico and its ambi-
tious citizens are determined to make it
a seaport by deepening a natural canal,
called Buffalo bayou, which runs through
IMstoric ground. TUpon the bank of this
bayou, where the Daughters of the Rev-
olution have erected a monument, was
fought the battle of San Jacinto April 26,
1836, which decided the independence of
the republic of Texas.

You will recollect that Texas was orig-
inally a part of the Mexican state of
Coahuila, but in early days so many
Americans drifted upon its broad acres
that they outnumbered the Mexican pop-
ulation. Suspicious that the United Siates
was planning to take the province, Mex-
ico passed a law forbidding any more
Americans to settle in Texas and im-
prisoned without trial several colonists.
Taxes were increased and various forms
of' tyranny were practiced. These were
the chief causes of the revolution, but
back of them was an irrepressible hostil-
ity between the American and the Mexi-
can races.

»
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In 1832 the people of Texas held a con-

vention and petitioned the Mexican gov-
A ernment for a
Convention of Texas repeal of the

. decree prohibit-
In 1832' Ing " American
!mmlgratlon. for the creation of Texas
as a Separate state and for the free Im-
port of agricultural implements and other
necessary articles for the development
of the country. No notice was. taken of
this petition. The next year a second
convention repeated the requests and!
drew up a constitution for Texas as a.:
distinct Mexican state. Stephen F. Aus-
tin, who took the petition to the City
of Mexico, was arrested, thrown . Into
prison and was not released for two
years. In the meantime the American
settlers in Texas organized a revolution
and appointed their own provisional gov-
ernor. Gen. Santa Anna, the dictator
of Mexico, marched north with an army
to bring the rebels to terms. The slege
of the Alamo, at San Antonio, and the
massacre of its garrison was followed
by similar barbarities at the town. of
Goliad, where more than 300 Texans, who
had surrendered, were butchered in cold
blood. Santa 'Anna, at the heéad of an
army of abeut 1,300 men, then attacked
Harrisburg, where the provisional Texas
government had its headquarters, burned
}):&;. town and passed on toward Galveston

Sam Houston, who had been appointed
general-in-chief of the forces of the new
republie, organized a body of about 800
men at Columbug, on the River Brazos,
where Deaf Smith, a famous pioneer,
brought the news of Santa Anna’s ap-
proach. Houston moved rapidly toward
the enemy and attacked their camp
while they were taking their siesta in
the middle of the day. The approach was
made silently; the Mexicans, entirely sur-

prised, scattered in terror, while the
A}'nericans sprang upon them shouting:
G'il_ieénember the Alamo! Remember
oliad.”

After discharzing their rifles they used
them as war clubs and grappled hand to
hand with the Mexicans. Then they
fought with their pistols, and, having
emptied the barrels, used them in the
same way, and, as they were shattered
upon the skulls of the enemy they drew
their bowie knives and hacked the Mex-
icans to death.

»
& B

Gen. Houston in his report sald: “The
enemy’s effective force was upward of

1,500 men, whilst our |
The Report of

aggregate force upon
the field numbered

Gen' Houston. 783. DOur situation af-
forded me an opportunity of making the
arrangements for the attack without ex-
posing our designs to the enemy. Our
whole line, advancing in double quick
time, rung the war cry, ‘Remember the
Alamo!" received the enemy’'s fire and
advanced within point blank shot before
a piece was discharged from our lines.
The confiict lasted about eighteen minutes.

“In the battle our loss was two killed
and twenty-three wounded, six of whom
mortally.

“The enemy’s loss was 630 killed, among
whom were one general officer, four col-
onels, two lieutenant colonel!s, five cap-
tains and twelve lieutenants. Wounded
208, of whom five were colonels, three
lieutenant colonels, seven captains, one
cadet; prisoners, 730. President General
Santa Anna, Gen. Cos, four colonels of
the Guerrero battalion, are included in the
number. Gen. Santa Anna was not taken
until the 22d and Gen. Cos on yesterday,
very few having escaped. About 600 mus-
kets, 300 sabres and 200 pistols have been
collected since the action. BSeveral hun-
dred mules and horses were taken and
nearly $12,000 in specie.”

This was one of the most remarkable
battles in the hilstory of human warfare.

The Texans were desperate men fin a
desperate situation, and the sacre in
cold blood of more than of their

friends within the few days previous en-
raged them beyond control and exclited

again by the survivors until the last one
went to his reward.

Before making the attack Houston call-
ed his men around him. They were al-
most without exception hardy, mature,
experienced ploneers, who realized that
the critical moment of their existence had
arrived and that the failure of the as-
sault, was death and utter disaster for
themselves, their famlilies and the scause
of independence. Houston reviewed the
situation in a brief speech. He told them
that they were going into the fight to win
or die; that they would always rank as
heroes whatever their fate. They would
be heroes if they lived and heroes if they
died. And he notified all those who were
not willing to take the chances to step
out of the ranks-and remain in camp to
protect the animals and equipage. About
thirty men withdrew. The remaining
783 obeyed the command, which was
quietly given, and advanced on the sleep-
ing Mexlcans.

&
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Santa Anna was captured in flight. He
discarded the glittering uniform he had
worn constantly during

peon. But he forgot or neglected to take

off his linen shirt. James B. Sylvester,
a printer, who was serving in the Texan
ranks, noticed this pecullarity and also
discovered that the fugitive peon wore
gold buttons in his sleeves. Suspecting
that he was something else than that he
pretended to be, Sylvester arrested him
and took him to camp.

Santa Anna tried to bribe Sylvester by,
oifering him money and a gold watch,
but his offers were received with con-
tempt and only confirmed the latter's
suspicion. As the party entered the
camp, groups of Mexican prisoners who
were sitting around rose respectfully and
saluted the prisoner, according to cus-
tom, with the wordes *“El1 Presidente.”
Santa Anna no longer denied his identity.
He was conducted to Houston's tent.
His officers were allowed to réemain with
him. His personal baggage was recov-
ered, and@ he was treated with respect.
Houston, who had been reverely wound-
ed, was asleep beneath the shade of a
great oak tree when the Mexican presi-
dent was brought in. When he awaken-
ed Santa Anna, was conducted to him,
and, bowing, safd:

“I am Gen. Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna, President of Mexlco, and I claim
to be your prisoner of war.”

Houston had great difficulty
tecting Santa Anna from the wrath of

the Americans who demanded his life,.

and 1t is one of the legends that, nons
but Masons were detailed to guard the
Mexican president while he was in
prison.

*
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Houston visited ’ Santa Anna. frequently
and held long consultations with him on

. ] the .subject of
Santa Anna Texas independ-
ence, finally in-

Agrees to Peace.  gucing  him

enter upon a {reaty, which was sighed

May 14, 1836, three wegks after the bat-
tle, in which Santa Anna“agreed that'all

hostilittes should cease at once, that the
Mexican troops should withdraw beyond
the Rio Grande, that all Americans held
prisoners by them should be released, and
that he would neither take up arms nor

use his iofluence against Texas in her

struggle for independence. __

Santa Anna was then released, and, ac-
companied: by George W. Hockley, Bar-
nard E. Bee and Willlam H, Patten, went
to Galveston, where he took a steamer
for Washington. At the latter city he

was received with courtesy by President

Jackson and remewed his assurances that

he would use his influence for Texas in-.

dependence. He remained.in Washington
for several weeks, dined with the Presi-
dent and cabinet, had his portrait paint-
ed and sailed from Norfolk for Vera
Cruz in a naval vessel provided for him
by the President. T
g *

* X

clared, .Houston was

Battle of made " its capital, dnd
. Rice's Hotel stands on

San Jacinto. the site of the govern-

ment house. A constitutional convention
assembled at the village of Washington,
on the Brazos, at once. A declaration of
independence was adopted the first day,
and a committee was appointed to draft
a constitution. There were three candi-
dates for president, but Houston was
elected by a large majority. The con-
stitution was unanimously ratified. The
first Texan congress met five months
later and authorized the president to ap-
point a minister to the United States,

who immediately began negotiations for
annexation, but it was nearly nine years
before the question was settled. In the
meantime war with Mexico over the ques-
tion became inevitable, and in June, 1845,
Gen. Zachary Taylor of the United States
Army accupied Corpus Christi, a settle-
ment on the Gulf of Mexico at the mouth
of the River Nueces. In April following
the first battle was fought above Mata-
moras by Capt. Thornton, and May 8
occurred the battle of Palo Alto, near
Brownsville, between 2,300 American sol-
diers under Gen. Taylor and 6,000 Mexi-
cans upder Gen. Arista.

The Baybu Buffalo, on the banks of
which, as I have told you, the battle of
San Jacinto was fought, is a narrow estu-
ary, which for ages has been eating its
way through the clay soil for a distance
of forty-seven miles, and has been navi-
gated by flatboats from a very early date.
As long ago as 1842 the Republic of Texas
made an appropriation to remove the
snags from the natural channel, and al-
together $2,082,000 has been expended
upon it up to date. Last year 1,295,690
tons of freight, valued at $37,439,120, were
floated on barges down to Galveston. It
was mostly cotton, with considerable
lumber and shingles, grain and forage,
brick and tiling, hardware and machin-
ery, coal, crushed rock and other heavy
freight, which was an increase of about
10 per cent over the commerce of the pre-
vious year.

x
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There has been great rejoicing in Hous-
ton recently because of the arrival at

that port of the firsf

Houston’s Tropic ocean-going ship ves-

a sel on the 12th of
Fruit Me' March., It was the

Mercator, a steamer of 1,000 tons, 245
feet long and drawing 10 feet of water,
belonging, to the Texas Steamship and
Banana Company, and it delivered 20,000
bunches of bananas upon the docks, in
the very heart of the city. These bananas
filled a train of thirty-three ventilated
cars, which started north twenty-four
hours after arrival, some of them going to
Utah, others to Minnesota, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona.
This was the first cargo of bananas to
arrive in Houston, and was received as
an assurance that Houston would soon
become a rival of New Orleans and Mo-
bile as a distributing base for tropical
fruitt A few days later the Mercator
sdiled for Ceiba, Honduras, laden with
general merchandise, furnished by the
merchants of Houston, and made the voy-
age, which is a Ilittle less than 1,000
miles, in four days and ten hours.
January 10, 1911, the people of Houston
voted 6,243 for and 488 against a proposi-
tion to issue §1,230,000 in 5 per gent bonds
%0 imeet a similar appropriation by the
federa! government to dig a channel of
eighteen feet from the head of navigation
in the center of the city of Houston to
the Guilf of Mexico, which, according to
the estimates of the Engineer Corps,
will cost $2,500,000. "The bond issue 1s
the result of a contract entered into by
authority of the Sixty-first Congress witn
the federal government for an improve-
ment of the channel at joint expense.

—

JAPAN AND AMERICA.

From (he Chlcago News. :
Mr. Taft put the lid on the Japanese
war scare, but the morbid will continue to

try to peep under.

From the Springficld Republican.
The Japanese war scare in connection
with the Texas maneuvers has been pur-

sued to its lair.

From the Mexican Herald.

The Japanese are trying to increase
their trade, and to make Esome money,
and are not thinking day and night of

war.

¥rom the New York Benl:.J e AL
The yvimsy rumors of Japanese

plomn:s and schemings are of the stuff

that yellow press dreams aye made of.

From the Albuguerque Journal.
Japan has abundant warning from our
experience not to attempt any maneu-

vers just at this time.

From the Scranton '{;rlbune. AT,
It will be mighty mea

she neglects to declare war against® the

.United States until the opening -of the

base ball season.
From the Anaconda Standard.

Mr. }obson Is exercising more self-
restraintothﬂn usual this spring, though

he's stili jingoing some.
From the Pittsburg Dispatch.

President Taft snd the mikado say
there is no danger of war between. their

two countries, and they ought to know
what they are tolking about,

4

RUSSIA AND CHINA.

ine—————— '

From the Detroit News.

Well, if Russia goes to war with China
there will be plenty of room to fight it
out in, and plenty of targets as long as
the powder hangs out.

From the Baltimore American.
In no other respect has China been so
diligently getting into occidental train-

itilg as in the matter of military organiza-
on.

From the Pittsburg Dispatch.

S0 long as Russia conflnes itself to
diplomacy the heathen China can con-
tinue, with a smile that 18 childlike and
bland, to meet bluff with procrastination.

From the Pittsburg Gasette.

“Wars and rumors of wars” is the way
the prophecy reads, and we are certainly
getting our fill of the rumors.

From the Pittsburg Clronicle-Telegraph.

Stricken with plague, farhine and other
ills, China's *concession of the Russian
demands is not surprising.

From the Atlanta Constitution.

Russia should feel ashamed to advance
upon starving China.

From the New York Tribune,

The reported yielding of China to the
demands of Russia probably removes the
not very serious menace of war which
has existed in Mongolla and Manchuria.

From the New Orleans Times-Democrat.

In addition to the plague and the fam-
ine, China seems to be suffering also from
Russian ultimatumitis,

‘tary expediency.’

in pro-.
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FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

Although Fort Sumter was not actually
fired upon as a war measure until the
12th of April, 1861, there

Careless

was some target practice
on the part of the Con-

Gm,' federate gunners man-
wing the batteries trained upon the Fed-
eral forces in the harbor. In The Star
of March 27, 1861, is the following extract
from the Charleston correspondence of
the New York Times:

““There are a good many curious things
happening here, which do not get into
the papers, for motives, perhaps, of ‘mili-
One of these created
a terrific stir among the fair who flocked
to see their brothers and lovers, the other
afternoon, at Sullivans Island. You are
aware that an immense number of the
tallest kidd of shooting irons are scat-
tered thickly over the points that pro-
tect the harbor. This particular after-
noon the same soldiers who fired the ‘ac-
cidental’ shot at Fort Sumter were ex-
perimenting with shells. These men are
infantry, who have no practical knowl-
edge of long ranges, so they put a large
shell in one of the columbiads and let it
slide. It went ricochetting over the bay,
and to their horror they saw it fall on
Sullivans Island, directly back of the

-summer hotel, the Moultrie House, now

used as barracks. At that spot the ladles
WweTe enjoying themselves, where the
Palmetto youth gathered close around
were whispering all sorts of sweet things
in fondly listening ears, when, with a

loud whiz, the shell landed within fifty

vards of the party. Fortunately nobody
was hurt. Yestorday afternoon another
c?mpany. who &re stationed at the old
United States lightship, the Rattlesnake,
which is now off Wappor creek, on the
Ashley river, were experimenting with a
six-pounder, the mate of Old ession.
They carelessly shotted her and pointed
the gun at Bennett's sawmill, in this
city, ‘just to ses how near they could
come without Mitting,” as one of them told
me when I went over to inquire about it.
The shot fell among a group of fifty
negro women in the yard, and strange to
say it did not kill anybody, but the
women ran screeching through the city
and created great éxcitement.”

b
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As a natural consequence of the inces-
sant rumors of a warlike outcome of the
eectional troubles business
Public in Washington was at a
Distress.

low ebb at this time half
a century ago, and the re-
sult was that large numbers of people

1 were In a distressing condition of need.
| In The Star of March 29, 1861, is the
| | following:

The battle of San Jacinto was the end
of the Texan war; the republic was de-:

“For many months past, and at this
time, 'hundreds and hundreds of honest
workingmen here, as elsewhere, are un-
able to procure a day's work; many are
now fin almost a state of starvation. In
fact, they would be at that point were it
not for friends and dealers in grocerles
and other necessaries of life who have
thus far given them credit. The owners
of the houses many of these people oc-
cupy can get no rents from them. This
state of things cannot last. Many have
families dependent upon their daily labor
for subsistence, and in times when em-
ployment was easily obtained found great
difficulty in making both ends meet. All
these men ask is employment, and that,
it seems, they cannot get now. Many of
them tell us (for they often appeal to us)
that they are in the habit of leaving
their distressed homes morning after
morning, after a very scanty meal, with
a fixed determination that if possible be-
fore they return to their families they
will get some employment; but, alas, bit-
ter disappointment meets them. They
have 1no means to leave the city, and if
they. had no one can tell them where
they may obtai#f work, because business
and employments of all kinds are, through
the disunion imbroglio, almost prostrate
in nearly if not all of the cities and towns
of our country.

-
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“If these troubles continue for any con-
siderable length of time no one can fore-
see what the consequences
Business may be. Public as well
as private improvements
Prostrate. are everywhere curtailed
and In most cases altogether suspended.
Very few, if any, who have a dollar will
risk Investing it anywhere now, while so0
much uncertainty exists. On the 1st of July
Washington’s year’'s taxes are due. Who
can =say, with the present sigms of the
times, that any considerable amount of
those taxes will be then paid; and if they
should not be the condition of our city
will be quite embarrassing, with a debt
of nearly a million, the interest of which
must be provided for; with a school sys-
tem that costs about $40,000 a year, and
a police system that costs at least four
thousand more, a poor and work hous:
to maintain which require many tnou-
sands more, besides many other heavy
items of expenditure which it is not nec-
essary to particularize. Our object is to
draw the attention of the constituted au-
thorities, national and municipal, to this
subject, and also that of the humane of
our community to the unprecedented
condition of many honest and industrious
workingmen in our midst.”

=
* *
While awaliting for Virginia and other

states to act the Confed-rate authorities
were busily preparing for a

Southern  military campaign. The
news columns of The

Tl‘OOpS. Star were at this time
fifty years ago punctuated with dis-
patches indicating activity along these

lines throughout the south. For an ex-
ample, in The Star of March 29, 1861, are
the following items:

“Memphis, Tenn., March
hundred Mississippi troops passed
through here for Pensacola today. They
had a military reception and were enthu-
siastically received.

“*New Orleans, March 27.—Two compa-
nies of zouaves left for Pensacoia today
for active service. Mobile advices say
that troops and munitions are constantly
moving to Pensacola. Several companies
were expected from north Alabama.”

T0 ARAMINTA

(Who suddenly proposes a mecting tomorrow
after a separation of several years.)
Ah! po, Araminta, 'twere betler N
To leave the affair as it was—
Myself in the merclless fetter
Of Cupid (beeausge
You refused me) and you with the memory sad
Of one who—how silly—
On grass that was chilly
Knelt down at your feet and proposed—an ab-
surd undergrad.

27.—Five

Let s probe not the past nor awaken
The power of the slumbering spell,
But leave me to langulsh forsaken—
I do that so well;
For I doubt if I know how to greet you and grin
With the zir that romances
Prescribe and your fancies
Expect of a party that's seething with passion
pent in.

Or leave me a month or two longer
Tpb learn the appropriate mien
Of a love that has hourly grown stronger,
Willle winters between
Have swept with tlheir storms; let me study the
works
Of the pens that exhibit
Poor sculs on the gibbet,
But doing thelr best to be calm in the difficult
cires.

For it's not that I fear, Araminta,
That (careless of whether it snows)
I shall sprawl at your feet aud imprint a
Chusle klss ou your toes,
Or shall whack wysel? (wild with the Leat of
my miood;
A terrible punch on
My chest after luncheon;
I never take exercise now on the top of my food.

But, unless yon can grant me a trifle

, Of studious ease to prepare

The pose of a heart that must stifle
Its passionate alr,
You may fancy perhaps from the coolnesg 1
show
That a heart you had busted
Forever (you trusted)
Has somebow got mended—and that will annoy
you, 1 know. :
—From PPuncl.

-

[TALYS JUBILEE—WAR PROSPECTS

On the eve of Italy's jublles of
Italian unity, which was inaugurated
the 27th ultimo in Rome by King
Victor Emmanuel, the ministry Luzzati
fell and was replaced by the ministry
Glolittl. .

Italy’s relations with Austria are dis-
quieting, and appear even worse than
when we had occasion to discuss them
in The Star of July 10, 1910.

t‘t

The ceremonies of the jubilee cele-
bratlon were preceded by the firing of

- cannon from the

The Iubllee Janiculum, one of the
. seven hills of Rome:
Geremomes. bells Trang, bands
played, and the streets, blazing with
light and bedecked with flags, were
filled with joyous throngs shouting

“Viva Roma'"

In the morning King Victor, surround-
ed by Queen Helena, the Duke of
Genoa, the Count of Turin, the min-
istry, diplomats, members of parlia-
ment and the foreign commissioners of
the art exhibition, assembled at the

capitol. Responding to the addresses
from the senate and chamber King
Victor said:

“Today the king is here surrounded
by the representatives of parliament
and the munieipalities of the kingdom,
living symbols of indissoluble litical
union and local franchise. n this
national meeting the oath to render
Italy freer, happier and more respected
throughout the world issues from our
breasts with fervor and irresistible en-
thusiasm. Our nation has had to make
titanic efforts to transform debased
masses into a free people jealous of
its rights.

“In our virile modesty we must not
forget the mission that history has in-
trusted to Italy, to proclaim the right
of nations to live independent. With
Rome as its capital Italy represents
the tranquil- coexistence of the church
and state, the latter guaranteeing full
and fruitful liberty to religion, as it
does to sclence.”

It is an indication of the mutual in-
terests and kindly friendship existing
between the governments and people of
the United States and Italy to mention
the telegrams  exchanged between
President Taft and King Victor Em-
manuel. On the one side, congratula-
tions on the opening of the exposition
at Rome and Turin, and on the com-
memoration of the fiftieth anniversary
of Italian unity. On the other, the
king's cordial response. This is not
all, for the assembly of New York
adopted a resolution extending the good
wishes of the people of New York state
to the Italian people celebrating the
fiftieth anniversary of the establish-
ment of united Italy.

b
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The Star joins' in this expression of
congratulations to a people and nation
is

whose  his-
Congratulations tory 3
to People and Nation. jorre  on

this occasion it should nat forget to
offer also its sincere condolences in the
great loss which Italy has Jjust experi-
enced in the death of Fogazzaro, the
zreat romance writer, whose genius and
nobility of character were an honor to
Italy. A litterateur of mark writing of
the dead novelist says: “Fogazzaro was
possessed of a mnoble intelligence, 2
writer of great talent and an honor to
his country. He is not entirely dead.”

On the occasion of the jubilee of Italian
unity it is proper to recall. however
briefly, the saiient phases of Italy’'s unity.

The efforts of foreign princes imposed
upon Italy by the treaties of Utrecht in
1713, of Rastadt in 1714, of Vienna in
1738, accorded nothing of that which was
lacking, namely, Italian unity. The wars
of the revolution created the cisalpine re-
public in 1797. the Italian republic with
Milan for capital in 1802 and the Italian
kingdom in 1806. It was the beginning
of Italian unity. But the treaties of 1515
were a check in the current. Venice and
Milan were given to Austria, Florence to
an archduke and Naples to the Bourbons.
Excepting Savoy and Rome the whole
northern part of the peninsula was sub-
jected to Austrian control.

With reference to the jubiiee. at Rome
the Neue Wiener Tageblatt of March 14
published a long article on the celebra-
tion of Italian unity, which merits men-
tion because an exceptional peace of-
fering.

*
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“ A ustria-Hungary,'” says the Tageblatt,
“calutes the joyous manifestation of Italy

. at Rome. It ex-
Amnm presses the congrat-
ulations of a friendly

Salutes Italy. ,.¢i0n and it is sure

that all friends of peace are solid today.
Italy is one of the three kingdoms which
have made it a duty to defend peace by
every means. Italy will show in her
next exposition a magnificent collection
of splendid works, executed by a people
faithful to its historical grandeur and

worthy of it.

*The Italian jubilee is a peace fete; who
would abstain from saluting it as a
happy message of international friend-

e

ship between peéoples?

The immediate cause of the change of
ministry does not appear in the dis-
patches, but in view of the fact that there
is a change in the ministry of marine,
and that February 22 the question of
subsidies for the merchant marine was
again up for discussion, it is assumed
that that was the cause. That question,
we know, had already brought about the
fall of the ministries of Signors Giolitti
and Sonnino. Signor Luzzati's is the tnird.
The latter was called upon to consti-
tute a cabinet when Admiral Bettelo and
Sonnino had been opposed by the cham-
ber on the subject of subsidies.
The relations between Italy and Aus-
tria form an interesting article in the
last number of the Nouvelle Revue, by
M. Raquini. A brief summary of tie
author's views is instructive:
The relations between the two ‘natlons
alarm the friends of peace. The two
nations are feverishly arming, the one
%igainst the other, as if on the eve of
actual war. Never have two allied na-

as enemies.
relations, i
professions of friendship.
that this situation cannot endure for
long without danger to peace.

-
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Admiral <Chiari, who, notwithstanding
his Italian name, is Austrian, declared
openly a short time
ago that war was
Anothel: inevitable between
Promise of War. .. ana Austria.
It would be on the sea, asserted the ad-
miral, and the conflict would be de-
cisive, unless Austria doubled her fleet.
With her present fileet Austria would
experience great difficulties, because the |
configuration of the Dalmatlan coast
lent itself singularly to an Itallan of-

fensive, while Austrian ships would re-
main at Pola. Admiral Chiarl concludes

tions been seen who treated each other |
Distrust presides over their |

notwithstanding their mutual |
All recognize |

‘France and Germany

ias we have shown heretofore,

textually: *In order to arrive at a modus
vivendi between Italy and Austriz a rude
and even brutal frankness {s necessary.
You Italians, you say often that there
exists in Austria a party which desites
war, a ‘military camarilia,’ sas you call
it. In Austria no party wishes war. The
one to which I belong, and to which be-
long old generals, old admirals, oid
diplomats, would be the first to extend
their hands to Italy. But there exists a
war party in Italy.” At Florence Signor
de Frenzi, did he not say that it was
necessary to keep up the agitation durin<
several vears, because in 1912 Itallans
would be ready? 1 tell you when the
recent troubles shall have disappeared,
when the necessary organization sha!il
have bheen definitely accomplished after
1013, never mind what government exists
at Rome: it wiil be irresistibly drawn
on by the party. 1 do not say irredeni-
ist, but the natjonalist party.”

w
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WAar ocries
ltalian

Italy Building

All
opinion.

these
All

trouble Italian

ministries are in
accord wupon the
necessity of aux-
menting the naval

lore wmmp" budget in order to

construct two mnew dreadnoughts. ‘I'h.
Italian taxpayer, the most taxed and the
most patient of all taxpayers of the
world, according to Signor Lugzati, Is
called upon to support a new bleeding of
two hundred and 1ifty millions to prevent
the Austrian fleet from being lured int.
the Adriatic by the exploits direamed of
by Admiral Montecuccoli,

Among the many incidents which add
fuel to the flame of popular discord men-
tion may be made of the situation on
Lake de Garda, become the favorite re-
sort of Germans of Austria as well a=
of Germany. The merchants of that
region in order to flatter their guest-
write their signs In German; in the hoteis
they speak the language of Goethe an
affect to ignore that of Dante, An Aus
tro-German mnavigation ecompany pro
posed to establish a regular service oo
the lake for tourista, The ltallan nu
tionalists rang out the alarm and de
manded that the government should f{u-
terfere,

The Austrian government, raplying to
a query by the correspondent of the
Secolo of Milan, maintained that the
treaty of Prague of 1868 assured tue free
navigation of the lake, and if Austria
had not exercised this right since 1868
:he was free to do =0 when {t plea=ed

er.

If this response was little satisfactory,
the comments of the official journal, the
Volkszeitung, were less so,

“We have no idea,”” wrote the Volks-
zeitung, “‘of transforming the tourist
boats into ironclads. There is something
better to do. It is indispensable tode:
for Austria to re-establish on Lake de
Garda a torpedo flotilla like that main-
tained there prior to 1566~

There is a serious menace in that pub-
lication, serious because of its official
source. The Ttalian pacifists, n accord
with Austrian pacifists, have undertalien
the praiseworthy Initiative of establi=h-
ing an Italo-Austrian entente. At th«
head of the Italian“society is Signor BP..-
solati, deputy and leader of the =ociaiist
parliamentary group, who believes that
a rapprochement is possible bhetwoen
Italy and Austria. Tt is =aid, writes Sig.-
nor Bissolati, that a proposition tendin:g
to reduce armaments would not be a<-
ceptable to Italy, because the latter i=
still inferior to Austria, and that a pro-
portional reduction would reduce Italy to
a condition of permanent inferiorits.
But, adds Signor Biseolatl, if the larA
forces of Austria are superior In numbers
to those of Ttaly, the maritime forces of
the latter are superior to those of Aue-
tria, and the pacific deputy concludes
that 2n entente is possible.

=
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Signor Bissolati asserted that the im-
portance of the natlonaligt congress at
Florence was

Nationalist Congress =rosely exax-
gerated at VI-
at nmu' enna, These so-

called nationalists were merp headless
vouths who declared war upon Austria.
The entire Jtaliean press, with =some exX-
ceptions, blamed the organizers of that
congress, which had had no success, Na-
tionalism in Italy did not satisfy the new
aspirations of popular masses, Irre-
dentism, said the Marquis de San Giu-
liano in the chamber, does not exist anv
lopger in Italy. But this eptimism is not
accepted at Vienna, as proved by the re-
cent discourse of M. d"Aciuenthal, which
produced such a bad fmpression in Italv,

It is confessed by M. Ragueni that in
diplomatic circles Austria Is believed to
be preparing for war with ltaiy.‘ n‘n_-!
under such conditions It is askft_‘d. Wikl
Italy renew the triple alliance?

We know the motives which impelled
Italy to join the triplice. Italy was
afraid of isolation, and whether she was
right or wrong she believed herse!l meu-
aced on the one side by Austria, and on
the other by France. In allying herself
to Germany Italy obtained a govod gunr-
antee for her exterior security. In allr-
ing herself to Austria she secursd he -
| self from any disagreeable surprise fron
that quarter. . )

Italy, according to the opinion preva -

ing in diplomatic circles, has benefii
by her association with the triplice
working quietly in the develonment o

ker political and economical int.resia
There are others who maintair, howev:
that Italy would have accomplished guits
as much or more had she remained frie
and independent, and in following r1le
wise maxim of one of her most ilio:
trious statesmen, the Marquis Visconti
Venosta: “Indipenti sempre, isolati mal”
—that is, “Independent always, Isolated
never."”

The triplice, for a fact, has henefiied

only Germany and Austria. If it was
justified in the commencement it i=s no
longer so after the reconciliation of Tialy
with France. But it would be difficuit
[ for Italy to break with the triplice wiih-
out exposing herself to serious danger.
Germany, no doubi, would find means toe
avenge such action either with the Pope
tor with Austria. Germany does not ie-
inore the fact that Italy could not bhe
icounted upon in case of war, hecause
Italy had already directed her-policy to-
ward the triple entente with the under-
standing that she would act with France
and England as she did at Algeciras.
M. Raquini holds the opinion that so
long as Italy remains in the triplice Ger-
many will prevent a conflict between the
allied enemies. The maintenance of Italy
tin the triplice is an abnsolute necessity
| for the maintenance of the European
| equilibrium. It is thus that the trinle
alliance should be considered an instru-
ment of peace, having lost its original
character as the menace of war, Since
.Ithe triple alliance and the triple entente
| aspire to the same object—the malnte-
nance of peace based upon the actual
status quo of Europe—JM. Raquini asks,
“Why should not the two ailiances he
joined into a quintuple alliance?"

This singular suggestion proves how
far that writer is from a real comprehen-
sion of the gulf that separates the rivals
are separated hy
the question of Alsace-Lorraine, whiel,
may he
solved by neutralization. This is a possi-
bility. But Germany and England are
separated by an economical rivalry,
which may be dissipated only by the
supremacy of the one or the other. A
peace pact between these rivals seems an
impossibility. Italy and Austria are not

by saying that Austria would not break
the peace during the exposition, but after. |
Admiral Chiarl should here be cited |

STRIKES AND RUNS.

————————

From the Waterbury Republican.

The season is close at hand when 1::1::‘;
American newspapers will be publis! -
in two languages—English and base ball.

F the Detroit Journal.

r'?'l;:ero will be considerable anxlety ovalx;
the Mexican situation until the base ba

season opens.

From the Pitisturg
A day nearer t
ball season and the tr
the Easter millinery.

From the New York Herald.
In a few days thousands of grand-
mothers will die.

From the Atlanta Journal.
Our idea of a2 golf enthusiast iz one

Chropicle-Telegraph.
he opening of the base
jumphant display of

so seriously divided.
CH. CHAILLE-LONG.

—
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COMMENT ON FIRETRAPS.

From the St. ILoun!s Globe-Democrat.

Fire-trap conditions ought to be discowve.
ered in some other way than by a repetis
tion of terrible calamities.

From the Cleveland Plain Dealer.
If somebody would onlv think to inves.
tigate these firetraps before it hapocned.

From the Boston Herald.

The Mexican revolution has hardly bheen
so fatal thus far as a single great disas.
ter in a “fireproof” building.

From the Chlcago News.
Let the repair men move on all fire eg-
capes.

From the Eansas City Star.
Every factory bullding, every offics
building, every hotel and tenement dwell.

who plays it right on through the base

ball seazon.

ing should be rigorously inspected now.
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