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THE DOUBLE CROSS.

Significance and Symbolism of the
Cross With Two Bars.

<T» the Editor of The Star:
Mr. William K. Curtis, in a recent letter

descriptive of the country around Riverside.Cal . alluded to a tradition extant in

that country concerning the mode adnptedby Father Junlpero Serra, the Franciscanmissionary who established the
famous missions along the California
coast, for summoning the Indians to mass

by ringing a bell fastened upon the neck
of the donkey he rode, raising above the
bell the "doitble cross." Mr. Curtis then
says:
"I wish somebody would explain the

significance of the double cross.the cross
with two bars. They tell toe here that
it Is the Indian "rein cross." but 1 cannotdnd any printed references to sustain
that s.ingestion. 1 have talked with severalecclesiastics, but. they have 110 exp'ana'ion.The chief object of prayer in
tie native n;inri was rain, moisture to
freshen the crops, 'be corn, the heans and
fruit. According to tradition. Father
Serra always prayed for rain whenever
he set up his double cross. "Where the
idea originated even so learned a man as

Bishop Dennis O'Connel! was unable tc
t*-tl me. and it is a worthy subject of invstigation."

1 cannot here go Into the history of thr
ess; I refer those interested to Rich; rd

"Payne Knight's "Worship of Priapus:"
Moore's "Oriental Fragments;" lnman">
"Ancient Faiths;"' Westroppe's "Primitive
Symbolism;" Furlong's "Rivers of Life;"
Hargrove Jennings' "Phalllctsm-Celestial
and Terrestrial;" Hi gains' "Anacalypsis,"
ami a store of other standard writer}
upon the "origin of the cross." Godfrey
Wiggins, In ills "Celtic Druids," says
"Few causes have been more powerful ii
producing mistakes In ancient history
than ihe idea that every monument ol
antiquity marked with a cross was ol

1 >1. .. 1.
nnsnaii ui 1^111 i mc ti ns* is nis cummoi

in India a« in Egypt or Europe "

Tn ancient Egypt particularly the cross
was the symbol of fertility; the peoplt
marked their sacred water-jars with the
tau. and it was set up by the Nile am
blessed, as an object of veneration at the
rising of the river, upon which event »<
much depended the sustenance and happi
ne»s of the people
The particular kind of cross mentionec

by Mr- Curtis was known as the Sistrun
of Isis. It is the virgin's symbol and !i
closely allied with sex worship. The ban
Across the feneetrum (the form In whicl
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it is generally known) are bent so they
cannot be taken out. When the cross was

,

adopted as the symbol of Christianity the
double-barred form of it was adopted to put
represent the nature of the celestial yor
mother, borrowing the beautiful symbol
from the ancient faiths of two thousand J

years before the advent of Christ, it is l,P°
associated in ancient and modern times last

> with the idea of fertility, and thus it is ,jjff
set up as an object upon which prayers .

for rain may lie appropriately directed. '

and Father Serra used it as an emblem "ro

or object to which the savage could pray sen
for rain "to moisten and freshen the brp
crops." In all arid regions of the earth
in primitive times the sistrum accomIpatiled prayers to the ralngod. and was itRj held in deep reverence by the people. Sor

A. J. BOYER. and
hits

Well Worth Beading. f,enrt
In our np\t Sunday Magazine: Nr. 0 *PI

in our series of old songs. ' Then You'll
Remember Me," illustrated by "William pr0
D. Stevens; the opening installment of a far
new serial story. "The Secretary of has
Frivolous Affairs." by Mrs .lacques Fu- Old

i trelle; "Honors Even." p:.rt two of the
Rudvard Kipling story. < hristiana." t)ie
entry Xo. in our prize story contpe- motition. hv L,. J. Beeston. atithor of "The ..n,I 4 'mirit'u 14 a nW M Wlion V'ao TI> « U «
* iniiu ij i luiiw, " 'i'-u » cr a hi cv* itier < hP
Dare." by Sewell Ford: "A Maker of t^e

» Judges.' by James Hay. jr.. and the final pjainstallment of "The Sovereign Power," v»a
by Mark Lee Luther. U

| kin
The Virginia Fire and Marine Insur- wl1

ame Company and the Virginia State *or
'

Insurance Company have retired from colJ
the Southern I nderwriters" Associa- ove
tion. lest

! , bet
anc
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Concert at Soldiers' Home. I ion
i Concert by the Utiited States "ee

Soldiers' Home Hand, bandstand.
r Wednesday afternoon. May 17, a,
f 1011, beginning at 4 p.m. John S.
1 M. Zimmermann. director.

March, "Our Governor," the
Zimmerman fatOverture. "Jubilee" Bach the

Meditation, "Ave Maria," cra
Bach-Gounod ot

Grand selection, "Martha." Flotow tyr
Fantasia. "Alpine" Tobani ^
Excerpts from "Madame Sherry"Hoochna

1 tV*.u Suite. "Gold and Silver," hui
i Lobar Jus

s Finale. "A True Soldier," Lacalle abl
p j "The Star Spangled Banner." his
» . an

Us

ID OF TRADE PLANS
FOR ANNUAL SHAD BAKE
iting at River View Saturday,

June 3.Committee's
Elaborate Program.

he program for the annual shad bake
the Board of Trade, which will take
ce at River View Saturday, June J.
been practically completed by the vaiscommittees in charge. Two trips

1 be made by the steamer, one leaving
e at 10:30 o'clock in the morning and
other at 1:30 In the afternoon. The
irn trip will be made in time to bring
members of the board back to Washtonby S o'clock that night. Two dinswill be served, one at 1:30 o'clock
the other about 4:30 o'clock. There

I be another meal for those who take
early boat.

Morning Game of Base Ball.
* o Ko oq ho 11 o-Qniz* Kn »,1o l'Orl iinnn
*- uu i i h(l>< »x > i > i uc j»ia j \.u >" i" * *

arrival of the morning boat. Much
rest is being manifested in this game,
the Star laundry has donated to each
nber of the winning side six months'
ndry free. Dr. Duffey will have his
as of medical attendants oti hand durthebase ball game and while the
ietic events are being run off.
le athletic events will take place in
afternoon. Louis C. Wilson, chair1of the committee fri sports and
isements. lias arranged an elaborate
Ietic program, as follows: ;
it-yard dash, open to all; tifty-yard
It. open to all; tifty-yard dash, open
nen weighing "JOO pounds or over; po»race, open to all; egg race, open to
three-legged race, open to all; sack

\ open to all; soap-huhhle blowing
test, open to all; dipping for apples,
n to ail; tug of war, two selected
ns; pie-eating contest.

Sixty Prizes Offered.
ir committee on prizes. E. R. Brooks.
Irman, has secured sixty prizes from
different merchants of the city, to be
irded the contestants in the ath:events. The F. G. £{mith Piano
ipany lias donated a piano, which
he awarded the person holding the

ty ticket number. Each shad bake
et is numbered and the numbers will
drawn from a hat.
le "Kazoo Rand" has been practiotwicea week for the past month
promises a musical treat. Prof,

d J. White is in charge of tlie band
its members are confident of making
work of the band the feature of tho
's sport.

rSTERIOUS MURDER
OF A BANK DIRECTOR

t

lan, Italy, Police Find Signor
Setagalli Dead With Nine

Dagger Wounds.

Ign Correspondence of The St Br.
*

MIL,AX. May 6, 1011.
mysterious murder has been enacted

the Lombard Bank of Milan, in an inapartmentof which at 10 o'clock at
ht the head director. Signor Metagalli,
discovered stabbed to death with

} dagger wounds. The victim's pocketk,supposed to contain about *,100, is>
sing, but his gold rings were unched.Although a bunch of private
s, including that of the strongroom,
e lying on the office table, the steel
8, which inclosed $1,000, had not been
pered with.
nother circumstance that seems to
it to private vengeance is the finding
a lock of female hair on a tiny bed
he corner of the office,
gnor Setagalli's bod* was half stripThepolice, however, are divided in
lion as to the motive of th£» crime,
Is known that the director expressed
rs of an attack on the bank from susouscharacters haunting the nelghbord.
here was but a single entrance to the
k. Some surmise that the assassins
e disturbed before they could unlovk
safe. The murdered man's wife deresthat toward midnight she went to
balcony of their private residence to
if her husband was returning, and
erned a couple of men trying to eftan entrance at the front door. Poringthemselves watched, they retired
the cover of the shrubbery.

"Honors Even" Concluded.
udyard Kipling's Kngllsh ragging tale,
onors Even," comes to its last half
the next issue of our Sunday Maga8.Of course all our subscribers have
?ady read the first Installment and will "

d no persuasion to finish it. Those
0 didn't, had better buy or hep it right »

ay, so they will not miss this latest
ieve-ment of the writer whom many*sider the world's master story teller.

AMUSEMENTS j !
\

Belasco. l
The Man Front Home" was a long ®

e petting here."Just couldn't seem to *x
the time".as Daniel Voorhees Pike l

s. it, because of lengthy stays in New t
k. Philadelphia. Chicago and Host on. (

: he received a warm-hearted welcome
(

in his arrival at the Belasco Theater f
night. He was liked because lie was .

erent fro-n many recent visitors to '
il playhouses, because of his-drawling {
illery, his homespun David llarum c
se and his manner of making his acts 1
tg hack a love for "home." r
The Man From Home" is in a way £
t "The Old Homestead." Not because 1
scenes are rural, for they are laid in
rento. in Italyi where go the idle rich;not that it employs the dialect of theiking bee, for just plain American
ves to convey the rich humor of the *
ts. "The Old Homestead" made its \
teal as a truly American drama be- ']ise a big majority of the playgoers (o saw it in its earlv ilnvu «i-«

_ nti r I IIC ,duct? of the very atmosphere of the
m which characterized i:. America }
i moved since the early days of "The t
Homestead" 10 more uniform char- f

eristics, and In "The Man From Home" a
se characteristics are contrasted withcharacteristics of Europe. The comnhuman type of the small American
, is put in contrast with a typo of Vtitle-bearers of Europe. The lure of V
city of "Tlie Old liomertead" Is recedby the lure of the title in "The

n From Home."
: was a happy thought of Booth Tar- Jortnti Q»wl II n * »... 1
ti»u c.j.. mm) i*un vvnson. to "

om American playgoers are indebtedthis play, to pluck from Russia, a ,intry that many Americans believe is .irburdened with overbearing- and heart- .
* noblemen, a type to plead for theter qualities among the titled gentry t1 to select from England, the land ^Ich Americans generally credit with real ,Is and ladies, the models of the gold-- tking, title-selling persons of the peer- si. It was felicitous, too. that the jhors portrayed, to uphold the honor i"the states," not the type of person 1t has to have his table manners at 1dining tables of Europe excused be- 1
iso his heart Is In the right place, butmodest, commonly polite and demo- I.tie lawyer of the county seat.the kind i
man all Americans like to think of as iilcaily American. i
[r. Hodge, as the Indiana lawyer at
i county seat, relies not on action or iJca to hold the interest or create the
mor. Lucky in securing a role that i
t suits his dramatlo abilities, and prob-
y needing another role to demonstrate i
versatility, Mr. Hodge might be calle4 1
egotist because he likes himself for <

J
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r
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F
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£
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L
(The above are all perfect piec«
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ust playing a part which suits him, just
is lawyer Pike was pronounced an egoistbecause lie lilted himself for being
ust what he really was.

Carrying the honors with Mr. Hodge
ue several members of his company,
ielen Harvest plays with feeling the selfvilledand title-worshiping expat riated
tirl her life abroad had made her until
tor American blood whispers to iter heart
hat "lord" may cover a multitude of
litis, and "mister" mean a multitude of
irtues. Dodsou Mitchell, as the Grand
Duke of Russia, lias a part of dignity
hat is. despite the opportunities, never
>verdone to the point of stiffness or

nonotony. Echlin P. Gayer does an ex

ellentpiece of character work as ilie
unpty-headed and impoverished Hon.
Mmeric St. Aubyn. George Re Gttere
jives vivacity to the part of the impulsivecad. Horace Granger-Simpson.
Hiss Alice Johnson, well known as a

ltoir singer here before she went into
iglit opera, charmingly plays a minor
ole. And not a little of the enjoyment
if the play is due to the efforts of AnhonyAsher as a waiter.

New National.
If the music lovers of Washington

;ould have known what a fine treat
vas to i>e presented at the National
'heater by the Aborn English Grand
)pera Company last evening it is
loiibtful if there would have been
standing room in the house. As it
vas the audience was one of large
iroportions, hut certainly not as large
s the splendid performance merited.
"Rohengrin." Wagner's famous opera,

,vas the offering, anil seldom has it
teen better presented here. In every
letall the cast was adequate and satsfactory,the chorus musical, true, well
Irilled and pleasing, and tiie orchestra
inder the aide direction of Carlo Niosiathoroughly equal to the demands
ipon it. Nor was there anything lackngin the staging of the opera or tlie
ostumes. All contributed to a satisfactorypresentation of the splendid
ipera which will easily take rank witli
iie offerings that have preceded it by
he Aborn company this season.
With voice and dramatic tire suited
o the role. Rila Robeson as Ortrud.
vife of Telramund, made a marked impressionand found warm favor with
lie audience throughout. Miss Robeionhas a. voice of singular beauty and
lower that almost tempts one to bei*.v»»its range is illimitable, but with
ier singing, as with her acting, she
is always mistress of her role and
teeps her rare talents well in hand.
Aidn Hemml. as Klsa, repeated her

:rlumphs won in the other roles in which
she had appeared. Throughout she
sang with fervor and feeling and her
rolce was In excellent condition.
In no role in which he has thus fat

appeared in Washington has Christian
Hansen seemed to he better fitted than
Tor that of Lohengrin, the Knight of the
Holy Grail. His splendid voice was dis>
played to advantage at every opportune
ty, and in dramatic portrayal he wai

dignified and impressive, well preservlnf
'/
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traditions of the role.
Harry Kuckstone, a memory of t lie

time when the Aborn company meant far
less to Washington than it does now.
sang the part of Telramund. I lis voice
has lost none of its richness and beauty.
It met pleasingly and satisfactorily ail
the demands of the role, and made it,
from a musical standpoint, an attractive
feature of the opera. Herbert Waterous
was Henry 1, King of Germany; KatherineGrant was Gottfried. Klsa's brother.and Vancleft Cooper the herald
They had their share, though in minor .

proportions, in the success of the evening.
"Lohengrin" will be repeated every

evening, with Wednesday and Saturday
matinees, this week. Throughout the

, week Jane Abercronibie will alternate :
with Aida Hemmi as Elsa, Marie I/otilse
Rogers with IJIa Robeson as Ortrud. !
George Crampton witii Harry Luckstone
as Telramund and Leonid Samlou witii
Christian Hansen as I-oiiengrin, beginningthis evening.

Columbia.
Sometimes hisses from an audience are

the greatest tribute the tense situation
can command. And so it was in ttie
third act of "The Girl of the Golden
West" at the Columbia Theater last
night, when Jack Ranee, sheriff and lllyflngeredgambler, struck Dick Johnson,
a tied and helpless man. a brutal blow
that resounded. The hisses which followedwere evidence that George W.
Barbler. as Jack Ranee, sheriff, and A.
H. Van Buren, as Dick Johnson, realized
the situation and were playing their
parts for all there was in them.
This drama of David Belasco is not an

easy one for a stock company to present.It abounds in character sketches,
miner, western, sombrero-and-alkall
roles, and its fascinating story rests entirelyon three people. There are but
two women, and one of them is "The
Girl," of course.
The other Is an Indian squaw. The

story goes hack to the days of the fortyniners.and Is set In the California moun-
tains. "Tne uiri, a mining camp favorite,runs a saloon and dance hall, not

_
a lady-like occupation, it is true, but she
is a good girl and "ace high" with "the
boys." Along comes the fascinating
stranger and wins the gfrl. He is a
robber, the man with a price on his head,

,
and he is found out. But the girl sticks
to him, and In the end they take up their
new lives far away from the Blerras.

It was "The Girl," played by Frances
Xellson. which attracted the attention.

' even admitting that the large audience
was greatly interested in the work of Mr

» Van Buren. the new leading man of the
Columbia Players. And Miss Neilson unmistakablyrose to all the demands of her

' part. The flrst act of the play gives
' but little indication of the strong emotion

in the "big scene'' of the second act.
In the flrst act Miss Neilson has more
of light and airy western comedy than

' anything elee- But all that follows gives
her a eplendid opportunity to display her

I talent, and the audience which watched
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her closely last night seemed to feel
she had made a success and applauded
her accordingly.
In thtf» fasrinflfin? rnfld ne'pnf who pamn

to rob "The Girl." and remained to be
captured by her. A. H. Van Buren struck
the popular fancy of a stage hero.
He Is pleasing In his acting, and If last

night's indications are followed up Mr.
Van Buren Is going to be a warm favorite
in Washington.
Jack Ranee, played by Mr. Barbier, is

the rather difficult role of an unpleasant
villain with certain gentlemanly principlesabout "playing the game fair." It
is a clever creation, t-his dandified
sheriff, and Mr. Bat bier worked the part
out to its logical conclusion. As a villainhe made "a hit." not only with his
fist, but with the audience, as evidenced
by the genuine, heartfelt hisses When lie
struck the road agent a blow in the face.
In Nick, the bartender, Everett ButterHeldhas a character role with more suppressedaction than words. It is a part
which places him in a new light with a
Columbia audience. In the first act, when
he Is more in evidence than at any other
time, he divided the honors equally with
the three main characters of the story.
To give the local color many character

parts are necessary. Of these Miss
Emiiie Melville plays the odd role of a

squaw. John Kline that of a dusty miner
and Frederic Forrester, a Wells-Fargo
agent, and does it well. Stanley James,
as Trinidad Joe, also has a minor part,
but it is a picturesque one. Aubrey Beattie,Herbert Parker. Theodore Hardy,
Charles James. Arthur Ritchie, John Ellis,
Joseph Hazleton. Fred Gury, Al Dashfield.V. S. Miller and Holland Hudson
are others who in wesiern character roles
did well and were given applause.

> Chase's.
For "get-away" or closing week at

Chase's a program lias been provided
that will leave a good taste In the mouths
of lovers of vaudeville, and make them
long for the reopening next August.
Three exceptionally entertaining sketches
are on the bill, three of the four specialtiesare of the highest class, and the
motion pictures are far above the ordinaryIn originality and excellence.
The chief attraction this week is Sam

Mann & Co., in "The New Leader," a

rapid-fire sketch by Aaron Hoffman. The
story tells of the trials of the ttage managerwith a drunken leader, his substitute,and the funny work of the
men and women behind the scenes. Mr.
Mann, as the substitute leader, is u Germancomedian of exceptional ability.
His dialect and conversation with the
people on the stage kept the audience in
continual laughter. The supporting companywas also very good.
Another clever sketch is that presented

by Homer Miles and company, entitled
"On a Side 8treet." It tells of the trials
of innocent persons in the bands of an
unscrupulous detective, who meets with
stubborn resistance from a wise janitor.
The Janitor, played by Mr. Miles, is a
deft piece of character acting. The others
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in the cast were all that could be asked.
Percy Waram and company gave "The

Boatswain's Mate" in entertaining style.
The sketch is of the quaint order and
very pleasing. Other good numbers on
the bill are Weston, Fields & Carroll, in
songs; Josie Heather, a charming singer;
Reed brothers, in a good acrobatic act.
and Dixon & Dixon, comedy musicians.

Cosmos.
A show that ranks with the besi of its

kind may be seen at the Cosmos this
wveek. It is headed by the Fol De Rol
Girls in a dainty musical comedy with
attractive costumes and catchy songs.
One of the pleasing specialties is that of
Homer Barnette. a character vocalist,
with a good voice, in a collection of
songs seldom heard In vaudeville. I'raona,Italian harpist, with regtime melodiesand operatic selections on his instrument,won many encores at the performancesyesterday. Bertha Waltzinger.
a prima donna of the old Bostonians. is
making her first appearance in vaudevilleafter several yaars of retirement.
She is still the possessor of a soprano
voice both brilliant and flexible. Wolfheims"living bronze statutes are artistic
reproductions of classic groups and
poslngs. Other features are Miller Brothers,witli an exhibition of swift and
fancy dancing, and fgtweli and Ksther

j Drew, in a playlet, "A Remedy for j
j I>ove,-' with novel scenic setting. Sev1eral motion picture plays are Included Ln
the program.

Majestic.
"A Mountain Waif" at the Majestic

Theater last night made a decided hit.
It was well presented and cleverly
acted. The play is a breezy western

comedy drama, where Justic?, tmtb and
honor rise triumphant. The opening
act discloses a log cabin barroom,
where each newcomer buya dr:nks for
the house. Here it is that Hank Jordontells the miners how his li:*Ie pal.
the Mountain Waif., flrst came to the
camp. how he and his paid became
her <l id. and how he is "savin ni.i «nggin's"to send her to the seminarv to
.be educated. A pretty love ftory
makes the play enjoyable. Miss Daly
and Herbert O'Connor plav the prlncipalroios admirably.

Casino. ,

The Casino Theater bill this week is
headed by George Thatcher, the old minstrelking, in an inimitable monologue,
delivered with the halting hesitation of
the old plantation negro. His story of his
three-hundred-and-flfty-seven-pound wife
will not soon be forgotten by those who
hear it. \

Comely Genivie Warner sings "My <

Dream of Love," accompanying harself j
on a harp. She also plays Mendelssohn's 1

v
J
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"Spring Song" on the harp, and i popularmedley, including rag-time airs Her
selections won hearty applause.
The Sombreros present a skt ch whiclgivesthem opportunity to Introduce

clever feats of juggling with hats. Tinaeteloses with a storm of hats thrown
on the stage front all directions, hundredsfalling from above. Other acts !neludeColeman and Frances, in ;> sketch
entitled "O'Brien's Christmas Kve"; Cutlerand Heagney, with Hinging and p-an «

playing; Tom Hateman, tlu dancing
sailor, who sings, recites and Iocs som"
exceptional shadow dancing; Sperry an i

Ross, in a rural comedy sket' n, and the
usual motion picture plays.

Virginia.
The picture to be shown for tii® fire'

time at the Virginia Theater tomorrow,
en*, .tied "Napoleon, or the Burning of
Slcttmv," Is said to be t!:« greatest
military subject ever produced, requiring3.00') men and costing :36.0id. It
depicts in photography Napoleon's
campaign again Russia, an-i his Ms.tstro'.isdefcut at Moscow, f.uiiwe-l by
bis memorable retreat.

Gaycty.
"Clark's Runaway Girls" returned for

the second time this season at the Gayety
Theater yesterday. where the .mgregatiou
was greeted by large audiences at both
performances.
The show opens with a strong burlesque

In two acts. "The Aviators." presenting
good singers, dancers and clever comedians.The chorus wears pretty gowns
and the voices are well trained and pleas
Ing. The leading honors, perhaps. R'» irt
Jack Reid, as "Mutto. alias Rye de Hlch
Ball," and Frank ... Wakefield, as "Jeffo,
alias Wilson de Booze." The ."wo comedianskept tlie audience last night In a
happy mood while they were on stare
The olio following the burlesque is goodthe feature being a novel pmylet, hijackReid. entitled "The Tie T.'.a." Binds,

a story of the underworld. Kstelle Rosa
is very clever in character songs and
Impersonations, and th., "Three AmericanComiques" in songs and iokes are
effective and entertaining.

Lyceum.
The stork company which ha«» been

playing at the New Lyceum for the la>-t
three weeks is closing its aeason this
week with "The Stowaways" and "A
Day at the Races."
The show is a good one and kept the

audiences yesterday in continuous laughterwith the sayings and doings of Sam
Michals and Harry Watd. two very
comical comedians.
The olio includes Griflfen and Ward,

Allen and Mifllen, with songs and dances:
Sam Michals, in character sketches an 1
parodies, and Josephine Kennedy, in
character songs.
Meta Rand still held her popularity with «

the audience, which never failed to rewardhar clever songs with hearty ai>plause.The remaindar ot the company
was acceptable.

I


