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sional may rejoice,
for It means a ces-
sation of trouble
for the present. as
to what June will bring they know not.
It 18 better for peace of mind not to dis-
cuss it.

It would be tiresome to the reader to
discuss some the various ways in
which the American public has been sur-
prised by a revolution in fashions after
they had got afM their summer clothes. It
ts all very well to argue from a pedestal
of St. Anthony that these changes should
not tempt women to Worry and to Invest
mere money in clothes; but the women
are nmot on the pedestal and they are
~orely tempted to be extravagant when

« fashions change, and if they do not
they make themselves quite as mis-

hf
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«rable as if they had. In these cases vir-
{1 has no reward.
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A\ Len women arrive at a state of mind
«re they are entirely careless of new
iions and are quite content .to look

ud never to buy, then we will see disas-
ous tinancial times. The high tariff
and the cost of living will be trifling fac-

in finance against the condition of
Jifference to apparel on the part of
women. And vet this is what men preach
+ the unquiet sex. They think that
women will be more sensible when they
buv clothes as they need them and not
as they want them; as a protection and

Lot as an ornament.

v suppose this thing came to pass?
Who would be the most disgusted at it?
Wliv, the men, of course. Nothing to
look at but a race of dowdy women;
the arts and vanity of dress gone, just a
drab procession of serviceable garments
that will last several years without wear-
ing out. lmagine the protests from the
mern, and vet they are the ones who llke
nwothing so well as to uilate upon this
cubiect of vanity and economy. When
beauty in dress ceases, then much of the

harm of the world will be gone, and
when women cease to choose that which
i« lovely and fashionable and wear only
that which is utilitarian. then some of the
interest in living will be taken away.
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Tiere is not as much excitement in
February over a possible change of cloth-
ing as there {s in August, which are the
two months agreed upon by the American
and French dressmakers to inaugurate
new  styles for Amerlca. These two
months mean nothing to Europe; for
Freneh women, who lead that continent,
c¢loose thelr new clothes !n October, Jan-
;ary and June. These are the seasons
that fit in with the needs of European
women, who want new costumes in June
for the races, in January for the Riviera
and in October for the town season.

It is outside of Europe that the intgrest
lies in the months of February and Au-
gust, when the French houses
special designs for the uost of American
buvers. In August there is always a wide
number of changes which are brought to
America in September, copled and re-
vised, and exhibited to the American
women. In February the styles are prac-
tically the same that the French women
have been wearing dur!ing December and
January and the American manufacturers
and dressmakers find it a sensible plan to
biring over the new gowns every few
weeks,
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Naturally the French designers change
many of the detalls of these gowns®, and
alwayvs change the materials when they
offer them to the American buyers this

VERY one sends
over from Paris the
hopeful news that
the styles will
not be radically
changed from what
they have Deen.
The layman and)
even the profel—

BOLERO JACKET OF THE FORMER.

HERE'S A TRIO OF NEW SPRING GOWNS THAT SHOW FEATURES TO BE INCORPORATED IN VARIOUS WAYS.
ON THE RIGHT 1S A SUIT OF SOFT BLUE SERGE, THE SKIRT SHOWING ONE DEEP RUFFLE BELOW HIPS; THE
SKELETON JACKET IS FASTENED AT THE BUST WITH A BLACK SILK ORNAMENT. THE GOWN IN T’HE. MID-
DLE IS OF BLACK SATIN, WITH DRAPED SKIRT, A SASH IN FRONT AND A BOLERO JACKET OVER A FULL
BLQUSE OF ARABIAN LACE. THE GOWN AT LEFT IS OF WHITE ARABIAN LACE AND BLACK SATIN, WITH A

tung, pongee, rajah and foulard, crepe
de chine, cotton ratine and flowered silks
are the materials used for the new spring
wear, with the emphasis on brocaded
crepe de chine and old-fashioned flowered
silk. The latter has been shown in

month. Crash, the Chinese silks, sh:m-l

America the last five weeks, but the
women are Yyet undecided as to what
they will do with it.

Some think of it for entire gowns, and
others see [t at its best in Watteau
pleats, panniers, draped tunics. The
fashion for the pannier and the Watteau

pleats can hardly be called a revival, and
yet the rise and fall of the former has
been one of the interesting conditions in
the dress market. In its original sense,
as a mouffant drapery over the hips. it
is mot popular, for it gives too much
width to that part of a woman’'s figure

lwhlch she is trying to ignore. Even If
Ishe has hips she won't acknowledge it.
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] The revival of the Watteau pleat 1s
quite another matter than the rise and
decline of the Italian pannier. <Callot
| showed a gown of pink and blue brocade
|over five months ago that was an abso-
lute copy of the ones worn by china
shepherdesses. There were the lace ruf-
fles, the pointed basque, the broad box
pleat at the back and the looped-up over-
skirt. The model who wore it added
black slippers with red heels to white
silk stockings, and the onlookers who
had come in by appointment to see mew
gowns merely laughed at the charming
little mannequin and dismissed the gown
as one of Callot's caprices.eProbabdly Cal-
lot wanted them to think it a caprice,
but didn’t intend it as one herself.

This house has a canny and interesting
way of intreducing a picture model which
appears to have no bearing on the fash-
jon of the day and which, as Callot her-
self explained, is merely to make the
serious Americans laugh, and incidental-
ly, it may be added from the reporter’s
view, to give a flllip to the cable dis-
patches to the American newspapers.

This exhibition of a shepherdess gown
was in September and in December the
French were wearing the fascinating
Watteau pleats hanging from the shoul-
ders of their evening gowns and cleverly
tucked up at the knees into dashing lit-
tle overskirts. At the sides of the pleat
they added wide bands of thread lace
which spread over the shoulders and top
of the arms and dropped down over the
back in such a way as half to conceal
the definite little Watteau pleat beneath.
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This spring we will see far more of the
box pleat drapéry that hangs from the
shoulder. It will not confine itself to
evening gowns to be made only in the
pastel shades of soft brocade; it will
appear on frocks of satin, of foulard, of
crepe de chine, plain and figured. As an
adjunct to a street gown it is absurd, but
for a house gown it will be most accepta-
ble and a decided change from what has
been worn for the last six years.

Among the new coats is shown one

that for want of a better name is called
a Russian blouse. Any jacket that is
belted and has a peplum is named after
the country of Cossacks. This new one
is shown by Cheruit and has many of her
distinguishing features, such as the flat
shoulder with its fitted revers and the
effect of the pannier which she intro-
duced and which she has constantly
played upon for a year. \

This coat is made in a heavily ribbed
Chinese silk in its natural color of beige
or tan, and the skirt, which is slightly
draped, opens down the front and gives
one plenty of knee room. The coat opens
to the waist line and is outlined with
broad, flat bands that curve as revers.
There 15 a walstcoat which is far more
directoire than Russian, but is quite in
keeping with the spirit of the new fash-
fons, which desires a waistcoat of some
kind in every gown. This one is of crepe
de chine, is fitted to the shoulder, extends
into a high, flaring collar at the back
and fastens, double breasted, with white
satin buttons and long sllk loops. The
sleeves have no armholes and are three-
quarters in length amd finished with a
straight and a turnover cuff. .
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The peplum below the waist is in two
parts; the first is fitted to the hips and
the second Is turned under full width,
has some fullness and therefore gives the
effect of a very much modified pannier.
The belt is of the material, and there 1s

a big buckle in front of jade and jet.
There are other coats not as dignified
that also go by the name of Russian
blouses, but they have nothing In com-
mon with the original garment of this
kind. They are made of satin or bro-
caded crepe de chine and have a good
deal of fullness put in below the shoul-
ders to a thick cord. There is a V-
shaped opening at the neck, a double-
breasted fastening and a two-inch belt
that has some kind of fancy buckle
placed on it. The peplum is short, is

GOWN FOR THE SOUTH OF WHITE CREPE DE CHINE WITH PANNIER
SKIRT AND SHORT JACKET BODICE WITH BOHEMIAN LACE. OBSERVE
THAT THE BUTTONS ARE IN A STRAIGHT ROW DOWN FRONT, WHICH I8
A RETENTION OF A FASHION THAT HAS LASTED TWO YEARS. THIS IS
ONE OF THE FEW ADVANCE GOWNS THAT SHOW ELBOW SLEEVES.

without fullness and is made of the ma-
terial. The sleeves are long, are put into
lowered armholes with a heavy cord that
is on a line with the one used across the
figure. And by the way, however full
the sleeve may be above the wrist, it is
ticht at the wrist—so tight that it must
be fastened up after the hand has been
run through it.
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Possibly the designers were put to it to
discover new detalls to enliven the gowns
they were to sell to American buyers;
but, whatever the reason, they have
found that the introduction of Roman

ribbon as well as Scotch plaid is a taking
fashion. Neither of these ribbons is

strikingly new as adjuncts tb gowns, but
they have only been experimented with
in the last two months. Now they have
become a fixed fashion, and we shall see
a good deal of them on spring and sum-
mer frocks.

The use of the Roman ribbon is a shade
neWer. It Is also attractive in its color-
ing and design and may find more fol-
lowers than the plaid kind. Children will
wear it as well as grownups, and mil-
liners seem to be as delighted with it as
the dressmakers are. It is extremely at-
tractive on hats, especially on the various
woven straws like panama and its many
imitations.

As this season is heralded as an all-
white one, the use of Roman ribbon will

not like a colorless scheme of dressing.
It is especially helpful in the sash lina
and the multiplicity of girdles is amaz-
ing. Some of them are almost overskirts
or tunics, and many of them are cer-
tainly panels and box pleats. They not
only go around the walst (this is & minor
detail), but threy grow ambitious and
cover up a large part of the skirt. They
have folds and convolutions, queer wavs
of tucked up and going inte zig-
zags. In fact, a sash is parasitic; giva
it & foothold on a gown and it will soon
cover the surface.
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One cannot allow elther Roman or
Scotch ribbon to behave in such a man-
ner even on an all-white gown becauses
its coloring is too vivid and its design too
pronounced. A little of it goes a long
way and it is probable that the world of
women will recognize that at the start.

There is no hope of extra width in the
new gowns and draping will not disap-
pear from the face of fashlon. This 1s
good, for If we have one W& desire to
have the other. When a skirt is tight
it should be draped In some slight meas-
ure that will give freedom to the knees.
The so-called hobble skirt owed some of
its ugliness in 1its initial stage to the
curved llne at the back of the kneas,
which gave one the impression that
women were tied in like Geraldine Far-
rar in *“Madame Butterfly,” so that
walking was strictly hampered.

The first improvement of this condition
was the straight length of the line at tha
back so that it would not curve in at the
knees; then came drapery, which relieved
the condition immensely.

All the drapery was not well done. It
was. too full to begin with and was un-
suitable for any figure that was not extra
slilm and tall; then came the moditied
drapery which is accepted by the de-
signers for the spring gown. It is a mera
holding in of the cloth over the knees or
at the hips so that the appearance will
be that of a straight line, and the slender
silhoutte will not be interfered with;
but the gown has more grace and im-
parts it to the wearer when she walks.

(Copyright, 1913, by McClure Newspaper Syndicate.)

Buttons Promir;ent Among
the Spring Trimmings

TRIKING Bulgarian effects are secn
in buttons, as well as other trim-
mings. The rich colors show off to spe-
clal advantage in contrast with clear
crystal. The new styles are strikingls
original in shape, color and combination
In addition to the Bulgarian effects there
are crystals with pompadour floral deco-
rations, clear and delicately colored erys-
tals with quaint settings of rhinestones
and some cup-shaped crystals in colors
with clear crystal centers and black and
white striped effects. A sgtriking novelty
in a flat four-holed clear crystal has a
black center, from which rgdiates tiny
bead-like spokes. A gold rim surrounds
the black portion and decorates the edge.

Bulgarian crochets in ball  and seml-
ball designs are worked in novel knot
stitch with a central floral decoration in
rich Bulgarian colors. A button of this
kind would transform the plainest gown
into one of distinction. Cotton crochets
in white and champagne will be used
on dresses of linen, ratine and similar
materials. A novel ratine button, which
{s made of ratine arranged in sections
and joined together, will also be used on
ratine dresses.

Rhinestone stud buttons in cluster ef-
fects of three, either in bar or triangle
shape, and also rhinestone in combination
with pearl will be widely used.

Among the novelties are painted china
buttons in designs of minlature roses,

es, forget-me-nots and lilies of
the wvalley. Delft blue and heliotrope
are among the favored color combina-
tions. Another interesting novelty button
which springs from the oriental fashion is
an old gold or silver ball button in fili-
gree work.

-

A blg bow of black satin. or velvet with
long streamers is fastened directly be-
tween the shoulders of some charming

come in as a first aid to those who do

BEOWNS.

DECORATING ROOMS TO HARMONIZE
WITH ONE’S STYLE IN DRESS

T is the eariy house cleaning that in-
sures speed in procuring repairs,
<ince it 1s not difficult to procure
workmen before the busy season.
Moreover, it is worth while to plan
adventure in economy which will

wed the housewife into a larger knowl-
ctlze of interior decoration, and she must
omcthing when she plans the re-
yr of her apartment or flat.

first thought is that the walls of
<olid and for that reason any
at removes the impression
they are substantial is not true art.
to convey the wrong ldea and
of an inconsistency

egrn
aperik
The
are
coverins t!
thal

it 1S sure

to give the feeling

ihal destrovs repose. It is absurd to sug-
sesi that one ls living in an arbor by cov-
cring the walls with flowers climbing on
srellises or hy choosing effects that are

v oan. way misleading.

flaving frmly fixed in the mind the
dea! of solidity the next consideration
i« @ care about using color wisely. This
seans that patterns of every sort must
e =vlected cautiously. It should be re-
ruembered that wall paper originated as
& ~leap substitute for tapestry and that
many of its earliest designs were imita-
1lons of patterns famillar in the hangings

of palaces aznd castles. Wall paper at
sirst was regarded contemptuously, but
i1s pnovelty won it a vogue that for a

tine caused it to supersede the costly
fabries that were employed to hide bare
(11= or to break their monotony.
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room is really a piecture, or at least
<iruld be composed with due regard to
possibilities. The walls are
. keground of which doors and win-
dow< are a part. The furniture is in the
Al ddistance and the family furnishes
foregronnd.
It s evide that if the wall paper is
w0 conventional designs are always
et o toe deslgns should be worked
y varving tones of the dominant
dominant color may be any
jerds itselfl charmingly to Interior
tion It shouid be soft, rich and
I in ite varyving shades.
not enough that it should
i o3 and curtains or contrast
armonivisly with them. It should be
avorsule as a backzrouud 1o the persons
e e ke the main part of the picture,
<hiould bri vut the llesh tones, or at
not =poil them, and it should mnot
<lv with the colors of the garments
worn by those who pass thelr time within
waualls of the room. Moreover, it
sheuld simplify the lighting problems,
e the position of windows or the
¢ et of clectric lamps is taken into con-

='deration.
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1'or instance, a certain application of
Tielft blue in dining rooms has been at-
sended with more or less satisfaction
during the daylight hours, but it absorbs
+he artificial light and causes the dinner

and so are light shades of green, which
cast a sickly pallor upon everything.

The woman who makes an excursion
in economy naturally desires wall paper
that will give the largest amount of wear
and the greatest possible pleasure, in
that it imparts to a room an air of com-
fort and repose, while it makes every
person as weil as every piece of furniture
appear even better than reality proves
them to be. For that reason the neutral
tints that are warm in tone are always
desirable. If browns are used the yellow
tints must be apparent and in the grays
just a suggestion of pink should be dis-
coverable. Care must be exercised lest
they fail to give back the sunlight or the
lamplight when it strikes them. That
does not mean that there should be any
gloss on the surface. The dull papers
with rough or plain surfaces are pref-

erable. But there must be possibilties
for soft shadows that make the furniture
appear to belong in corners and
convenient spates.

If the paper is satisfactory its effect

rugs and draperies. A woman
never forget the value of contrast and
the wisdom of obtaining masses of color.
If brown is the dominant color then
touches of yellow will mean much in the
room, for there is infinite charm in the
repetition of a color note With the
grays the old faded reds familiar to all
who admire the furniture of Spain In
bygone times are most effective,

Nothing offers more pitfalls than the
reds when applied in interlor decoration.
For the home it is desirable to zive sug-
gestion of this strong color, but it should
have a decided rose tinge and it should
be used sparingly. Beauty of color de-
pends largely upon the opposition of
tints, and if this is kept in mind many
an esthetic peril will be avoided. lose
colors, pure and simple, should
handled with care. Women are inclined
to strong color fancies and they have a
tendency to inflict ithelr favorite hues
upon their families. Thev shonid not
forget that, even if a pink room might
have seemed desirable in thelr zgivlhoowd
days, their own color schemes
just as their faces change. The
keeper who had her drawing room done
in & rose color that was reminiscent
the times when the French beauties hung
their walls with damasks discovered thag
only when attired in evening dress couid
any of the family appear passahiy well
against the delicate =atiny background.
Sllks and muslins of delicate shades be-
longed in the room and the practical
tallormades were as much out of place as
they would have been in a ballroom.

&
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With the right wall paper much of the
shabbiness of furniture can be hidden.
The marred places made by long usage
sink out of sight just as soon as a chair
or a table comes Into its right relation
with its environment, and there is no
need to worry about trifles If unity and

house-

hour to be one of more or less gloom.
Certain browns also are quite hopeless

harmony have been established.
In the use of rugs the same principles

v |

may be spolled by the wrong choice of |

change ;

against |
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that govern wall papers should be car-
ried out. Birds and flowers were never
intended to be walked on, and the woman
with any idea of the fitness of things
never would make the mistake of placing
on a floor a carpet that is not fairly and
squarely appropriate for its uses. Rugs
and carpets should be always subordi-
nated, and the oriental rug has become
s0 cheap that all who can afford carpets
can buy rugs of beautiful weave.

There will be many a temptation to-
ward florld adornment the coming spring.
With the chintzes now so popular papers
quite as gay as any design from France
or England are shown, but nothing could
be worse than a flowered wall, flowered
curtains and flowered upholstery. When

it comes to adopting a floral scheme of
decoration it is a good plan to think
whether real flowers could be employed
advantageously, and then to satisfy the
floral mania by filling a vase with real
blossoms.

As a last word let it be recalled that
with the tapestry origin in mind the
 yvall paper carrylng a design is recog-
nized as not properly a background for
pictures. Pictures when they are worth
while should be distributed sparingly on
a plain wall. The fewer pictures the bet-
ter the effect, for pictures more than
any other of the precious famlly posses-
sions should have real value as filne re-
productions or'as works of supreme tal-

ent.

~ SEEN IN THE SHOPS

*

ASSAGE sets for home use are sold
M for $£2050. These sets, in mneat
leather cases, contain three mas-

sage implements, with directions for us-
inz them, Sets of larger size for $4 30
contain six different implements, a mas-
sage roller of some kind on each end of
three  celluloid or  ivory composition

handcles.

Shaving mirrors firmly attachel to a
strip of white painted wood, which is
provided with nickel screws So that it
can be fastened to bathroom or dressing
room wall, are sold for $1. The mirrors
are small but clear, and can be adjusted
at any desired angle.

Small glass vases, two inches tall per-
i .. and not more than two inches in

circumference—are filled with imitation
sroen moss, from which two or ﬂ_!reu:
artificial snowarops peep. These little

vases are sold for luncheon favors.

Iiose ping of gold or silver, the pin
straight, the bar shaped like a bow 8o
that it wildl hold several stems securely,

“lare a convenience seen in the jewelers'
OF | windows.

€ uff buttons and scarf pins for the man
or woman fond of riding, coaching, hunt-
ing or riding to hounds show dogs,
horses, birds and coaches in high relief
under curved glass covers set In silver. -

Pags for opera, theater or dance made
of accordion-plaited silk or satin are dec-
orated with rhinestones and ribbons
Thev cost several dollars apiece and are
made in various soft, clear colors,

IL.eather brush and comb cases which
fold into a flat packet about twelve by
four inches are a convenlence to any
traveler. These cases, in black leather,
lined with heavy silk, contain a hair-
brush about three-eighths of an inch
thick, but of good stiff bristles, and a

comb with a handle. Some of them com-
tain in addition two clathes brushes, one

stiff and one soft. Other cases contain
only the clothes brushes. The prices
vary according to number and grade of
fittings. Two brushes in good quality
can be had for a couple of dollars.

Face cloths of Turkish toweling with
initials in one corner in pink, blue and
red are sold for 15 cents, each wrapped in
an olled paper packet.

Folding spangled net fans, about four
inches long when folded, are sold for 40
cents each. The hinges in the little white
painted sticks are almost unnoticed when
the fans are open. They can be carried
il: the handbag or even slipped into the
glove.

Not many persons who know about the
little red lip salve sticks know -that white
salve sticks are also sold, Theyv cost 15
or 20 cents each. Besides being useful to
protect the lips against chapping winds
they brighten the color of the lips in a
perfectly harmless way by moistening
them and bringing out the natural red.

Silver-plated meat and vegetable stands
are sold in the form of silver trays,
with simple beaded edges, which have
flat wooden plagues sunk in the nrid-
dle. Hot dishes place don these silver
trays are rendered harmless even on the
most sensitive polished table, for the
wood I8 non-conducting to heat. The
trays are round or oval to accommodate
hot plates, platters or vegetable dishes of
any slze or shape. They are priced from
$1.50 up. :

Apron draperies; and Ralf Russian-
shaped tun‘cs bordered with small rococo
roses appear as a pretty and fascinating
mode for the young girls' tollets.

Necklaces of - beads made of crushed
flowers—roses, violets, lilles and so on—
are actually becoming: articles of com-
merce. When they are warm they gilve
forth the fragrance .of the flower.

Ever so many of the new blouses are of
lace and net combined with chiffon, the
latter being often embroldered in Persian

‘coloringe. , . ... , . =i

Pink Crepe Lingerie.

REPE DE CHINE underwear is prac-
tical as well as pretty, for a good
quality of crepe de chine washes as well
as muslin. There is a growing use of this
sort of underwear. It is sold now in
pink, blue and white. It is all trimmed
with lace, some of it elaborately.

Crepe de chine petticoats are ldeal be-
cause of their light weight and clinging
softness. They are generally finished at
the bottom with a pleated flounce of wide
lace. Some of them show an insertion
of lace five or six inches wide and a hem
of the crepe below the insertion. The
more elaborate petticoats are trimmed
with ribbon and chiffon rosettes and
tiny artificial] flowers.

Some of the combinations and chemises
of crepe de chine are simply made, and
these are especially serviceable. For the
woman who is traveling they are a boon
indeed, for they can be worn without
froning. Hung up damp, thelr own
weight smooths them from wrinkles,

Colored handkerchiefs are persistently
shown even by the exclusive linen deal-
ers. Blue and pink and green borders on
fine dimity or linen centers, applied cut-
outs and medallions of colored lawn on
fine white linen handkerchiefs, and white
handkerchiefs embroidered with colors
are all shown. All colored handkerchiefs
are also used—pale pink with deep rose
borders and pale blue with deep blue
borders.

Straw is scarce this year, it Is said.
Perhaps that fact accounts for the great
number of cloth, silk, velvet and mohair

hats seen. Chiffon and lingerje hats, too,
for wear with light frocks, apparently

will ‘he popular.

Outing hats are made in ratine and
waterproof velour, canvas and linen,

The woman who 1s in possession of a
leghorn. Neapolitan or Fanama straw
is lucky indeed, for no matter how out
of date or soiled these straws may be
they can be cleaned and remodeled in
the latest shape.

Attractive chest protectors for evening
wear are made of blue, pink or white
brocaded silk, lined with silk covered
padding in the same shade and edged
with white marabou. These protectors
are made with a strip to go about the
neck and a shield to cover the chest
and fasten up snugly about the throat.
For wear with street suits they are made
in black slilk, edged with black marabou.
-Blue and white, black and white and
brown and white strived silk shields for
wear, respectively. with blue, black or
brown street suits are also sold. They
are edged simply with a silk covered
cord, are cut In a V shape or U shape
at the throat and button with small self-
colored bone buttons.

Tucked point d'esprit is effectively used
for yokes of nightgowns and chemises.

Some of the new evening gowns have
slipper and handkerchief or knickknack
bags and  opera caps made of the same
material as the dress. One especially
pretty combination of this sort showed
vellow satin veiled with a sort of gold
tissue. The evening cap was made of
the tissue, decorated with a twist of gold
cord and four small gilt tassels, and the
bag was of the tissue lined with the
satin, drawn up with gilt cord, with two

gilt tassels dangling from the corners of
the bag.

ADVENTURES IN HOME

and if yvou feel a bit discouraged when

you find your furniture and draperies
becoming shabby vyou should be cheered
by the knowledge that chintz is enjoying
an extraordinary vogue. If you cannot
afford to re-cover chairs and sofas with
the lovely brocatelles and the rich velours
then turn to the chintzes, which Invite
you to try an excursion in economy that
should bring joy to every member of your
family—unless you are not wise in select-
ing colors and patterns.

The chintzes may lure one into primrose
paths, along which are many pitfalls. It
{s as hard to choose just the right design
as it is to select a becoming Easter hat,
and a mistake in chintz cannot be ignor-
ed, for it will be in plain sight all the
time. The revival of chintzes has put a
bewildering variety of patterns and
weaves on the market, for reps, cretonnes
and what look as if they were merely
plain, old-fashioned calicoes are all in one
class so far as popular favor is concerned.
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Before making any purchase or even
examining materials it is well to learn
something about the varlous weaves.
Most of the English chintzes are war-
ranted to wear indefinitely, while many
of those of domestic manufacture are not

IF you are a woman of moderate means

always to be relied on, for they are likely

to fade. Most alluring of all, perhaps, are
the lovely French chintzes, which appear
in the softest colorings and the most

charming patterns.

Many of them are copies of designs that
are famous, since they are associated
with periods in history memorable for
artistic achievement. Reproductions of
the old English block prints are interest-
ing, but not always practical or beauti-
ful. With their flamboyant birds and
garish flowers of abnormal size they
cause the shopper to wonder who will
buy them, but in their right places they
are quite acceptable Combinations of
blues and reds, lavenders and blacks also
raise a question of their possible useful-
ness, but they are displayved so confident-
ly that it does not require a prophet to
predict that many a crime asainst gcod
taste in interior decoration will be com-
mitted in the name of chintz.

Among the most alluring patterns are
the coples of period designs, especlally
those that were common in the days of
Louis XIV, and the first empire. Some of
these are expensive, and it s the price
that will cause perplexity when the ad-
venturer in economy seeks material with
which to transform the dingy room that
must be done over before the spring rush
of housecleaning.
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The first surprise will be experienced
whén a double-width fabric, on which is
printed a conventional design of golden
browns and blues or of greens in several
shades, is preferred. At a distance the
effect of brocade -is given by the richness
of the coloring, and it will be discovered
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that the price is not less than that asked
for a brocade, since $1.50 a yard is not
considered too expensive for the needs of
the American millionaire whose country
house will be a marvel of old English or
renaissance ideas applied to meet new-
world demands.

After admiring the costly cotton fabrics
the housewife may find exactly what she
wants at a reasonable figure. The domes-
tie chintzes vary from 25 cents a yard to
$1.25, or even more, but it is possible to
obtain something quite satisfactory for
less than 50 cents.

Having chosen the chintz, the next con-
sideration to quality and price s quan-
tity. Chintz should be used as sparingly
as possible. If a sofa is to be upholstered
then it is wise to cover only one or two
chairs, or to select the cushions that be-
long to the rattan rockers. These, with
the curtains, will give the character to
the room that is to be transformed, and
plain linens of one of the dominant col-
ors should be employed wherever it is easy
to break what threatens to be monotony.
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Before making any changes in a room
it is well to study its possibilitles for im-
provement. It has been said by a well
known writer that all persons can be
classified in two ways—according to their
likes and dislikes of color and according
to their likes and dislikes of orderliness.
The housewife has no difficulty in assign-
ing the members of her family to their
proper places, so far as their inclination
to aid in keeping things In their proper
places is concerned, but there is a tend-
ency to ignore the color preference of
the men, who usually permit their wives
and’ sisters to dictate concerning interior
decoration. It is a fact, however, that
women are apt to insist on color har-
monies that are affinities—hence the one-
colored rooms—while men prefer har-
monies of contrast.

It is always economical to obtain the
greatest degree of comfort for the least
possible outlay, and when it comes to
making old furniture masquerade as new
the old chairs that are favorites have a
chance to remain in thelr accustomed
places. With new chintz covers they will
be doubiy welcome to all, and the f{irst
care should be to choose colors that will
not soil too easily, but that does not mean
that beauty should be sacrificed or that
anything like cold or dull hues need be
selected. With the thought of pleasing
the men as well as the women of the
family due consideration should be given
to the value of contrast and to the proper
massing of the dark pleces of furniture
<0 that the room will not have a mottled
or piebald appearance, SO €asy for it to
acquire when chintzes are used.
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But chintzes are not for drawing rooms
That objection naturally will arise inas-
much as it has been so long associated
with bedrooms. The new patterns are
so varied that there is something for
every part of the house. In the severely

conventional designs and low tones of
color they have the richness of velours
and can be employed so cleverly in draw-
ing rooms and living rooms that they will
not be recognized as _cotton fabrics.
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women that the use of chintz implies
plain walls unbroken by wall paper ds
signs. It is well to have one of the domi-
nant colors of the chintz repeated on Las
walls and in rug or carpet. For instanc:,
the fawn and blue combinations will as-
sure a beautiful, restful rooni. . _
The cost of doing over a room in chinis
may be exceedingly small, for the clever

woman can do her own upholstering and
can make her own curtains. An expendi-
ture of $25 will accomplish wonders, anud
it will be discovered that the chintz = o
good Investment. For all bedrooms it is
allowable to indulge in colors that are
clear and bright, the choice being wiae,
indeed, and the cost being as low as one
desires to make it. The white back-
grounds with broad bands or gay flowers
are often satisfactory, but it is wise to
avoid any combinations that are suggest-
ive of bad dreams.

FASHLONS AND FADS.

Jet hair ornaments are as much llked
A8 ever.

The pretty little Robesplerre sashes are
st_lll seen.

Draped revers are very pretty made
of brocaded silk.

Almost all the new separate skirts have
a few pleats. 1

Some of the new separate skirts are of
net, lawn or mull.

Even the crocheted laces are now deco-
rated in Bulgarian colors.

Some of the new eponge suits have
yokes on their little coats.

Oriental initials are in fashion agaln
for handkerchief corners.

The elongated shoulder line is seen on
the new lingerie dresses.

Chinese coats are particularly adapted
to the small, slim woman.

All the n~ white embroideries ara of
the vn{:r*‘ test and sheerest.

A heavy girdle of gold or silver cord
is a feature of the spring gowns.

Picture hats of printed crepe de chine
are being shown for summer.

Ratine buttons are being much used on
the ratine dresses for summer.

The naw corduroy suits in tan have
jackets cut off almost at the waist.

The most wanted low shoes for this
spring will probably be of gun metal.

The quaint ruchings of maline are seen
once more on afternoon gowns,

There seems to be a revival of cash-
mere for one-piece dresses for spring.

Pleated frills finish the elbow-deep cuffs
of some of the new long sleeves.

Long silk ties to match the stiripe are
worn under the soft collars of such

It chould hardly be necessary to remind

shirts.




