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HEROIC FIREMEN
CLOSE TO DEATH
IN BLAZING RUIN

Seven Sent to Hospital After
Hours Under Debris of
Fallen Wall.

TWO DESTRUCTIVE FIRES
IN BUSINESS SECTION

Flames Extinguished Only After
Losses Aggregating $70,000
Have Resulted.

THREE ALARMS FOR EACH

Every Company in City Except Nine
Called to Save Property on 7th
and D Streets From

Destruction.

Two raging fires a few blocks
apart in the downtown section of
the city early this morning caused
injuries to seven firemen and a
child, furnished an opportunity
for a series of thrilling rescues,
did damage estimated at'mnearly
§-0,000 and aroused almost the
entire city by bringing all but nine
of the thirty-six fire companies
of the District of Columbia clang-
ing through the streets to the
scenes of the fires.

The first fire, which broke out
shortly after 1 o'clock, almost de-
stroye'd the American Five and
Ten Cent Store, at 314-318 7th
street. Just as this fire was being
gotten under control a blaze was
discovered in the iron and wire
works of Fred G. Gichner at 1214-
1216 D street, which quickly as-
sumed alarming proportions. Both
were three-alarm fires.

Buried Under Tons of Debris.

¥lames which Yeaped high in the air at
both fires lighted up the downtown aec;
tion of the city during the early hours :!
the morning and brought hundreds“ce
people from their beds. Mounted pouce
joined squads of bicycle and foot po

rowds.
to handle the huge Cro _ 3
Pinned for more than two hours b:t
neath tons of debris from three ﬂoor;r .
the five and ten cent store fire, five e
men from No. 6 engine company we;;‘eazlail;
most given up for dead, and were a.l:ld y
rescued by Fire Chief W a.gn(-zrl P
corps of half rraHﬁcTcl;)Tmt?:-s;- o:;r i e
roic endeavors. a
‘:ﬁve is considered remarkat?le. L
Cut and brulsed in many placfeis. -
pone fatally injured, the five tt!::!;‘ers
were freed one by one from therried =
which bore them down andhhuone
i'Zmrrgenc‘y Hospt“%le.ln:g&;dw All were
pucr i e il
E\ -':-.-ud‘:-u:-’:‘:d by water from their own
sl d their chief danger Is now

hose line, an .
‘rom pneumonia. The men are:

List of the Injured.

Frank Hellmuth, thirty-two yea:s old,
private, No. 6 engine company. of T17 6th

sireet mnortheast, badly crushed x_md
Lruised.
Cornelius Lanahan, thirty-two Yyears

old. assistant driver No. 6 engine com-
pany, of 07 K street northeast, bruised
and cut about body.

Willilam A. Schwerdtferger, thirty years
old, private No. 6 engine company, of
i Virginla avenue southwest, cut and
iruised.

Clayton Birech, twenty-five vears ol‘d_.
private, No. 6 engine company, of 23
Todd place northeast, shock and |
bruises, . .

Frank M. Dyer, private, No. 6 en-
gine company, of 667 South Carolina
avenue southeast, shock and bruises

Two other firemen were badly cut
while on a ladder in the front of the
burning building when some glass and
other debris fell on them. Thv'y are:

Thomas Bucklev, lieutenant, No. 4 en-
zine company, of 804 4l street south-
west, cut and bruised. L

Marshall B. Long, private, No. 14 en-
gine company, of 710 3th street south-
west, cut and bruised.

Caught by Falling Wall.

Pushing their way into the blazing
bullding from the T7th street side, the
five men of No. 6 engine company, led
by Private Hellmuth, made their way
to within twenty-five feet of an alley
in the rear. Then the four-story building,
water soaked to the core, suddenly col-
lapsed, bringing thousands of pounds of
debris on their heads.

By chance the little group of men with

thelr hose were within a few feet of a
s de wall when the crash came! This
chance saved their lives.

The falling beams formed a slanting

shed over their heads and kept them
from being crushed to instant death.
There was no tire directly near them,
but from the nozzle of the hose, press.
ing sgainst the back of Fireman Dyer,
water poured in a (steady stream,
threatening them with drowning. ).

For more than an hour the terrible
plight of the imprisoned firemen was
unknown to their eomrades. Their ab-

sence was unnoticed. In other parts of
the building the fight against the
ilumen was going on. But slowly the
tons of debris pressed down from
above and the watler rose Irom below.

In the words of Fireman Dyer:

“We thought we were done for.”

All were conscious and realized their
danger. They were within a few feet
of each other, and soon began calling
for help. But all around them was a
hlazing, roaring furnace, and their

frantic shouts went unheard. It seemed
as though their trap was to be their
deathbed.

Chief Wagner Leads Rescuers.

|
Then Chief Wagner, who had rushed to

the fire on the second alarim, noticed the
hose line reaching into the building, and,

kicking it with his foot, realized that
water was pouring through it. He asked
what company the line belonged to, and
was told it was No. 5. Then he had

Capt. Lanakan of Neo. € who had been
(Uentinued on Second Page.)

MEXICAN REBELS
 RETAKE TORREON

Twelve Thousand Men En-
gaged in Battle With
Much Loss of Life.

RIFLES FOR FEDERALS
DISCARDED BY JAPAN

Contracted for Last April, It Is Said,
and U. S. Cannot Interfere
With Shipments.

JUAREZ, Mex.. December 24.—After
heavy fighting at Torreon the rebels have
retaken that city from the federals, ac-
cording to reports brought by couriers
today from Jiminez, half way between
Chihuahua and Torreon.

The reports sald that 12,000 men had
been engaged. that there was much loss
of life and that Gen. Monclovio Herra,
the rebel commander, had been wounded.

Federal Troop Train Blown Up.

MEXICO CITY, December 23.—Un-
aware of the presence of north rebels at
a point so far south, a train carrying a
detachment of government troous on a
tour of exploration ran over a rebel
dynamite mine near Charcos yesterday
and was practically destroyed. A ma-
jority of the federals who escaped death
in the explosion were killed afterward
by the rebels. Charcos, which is now
occupied by the rebels, is just north of
San Luis Potosi, and is the farthest point
south to which the northern rebels have
advanced.

Mexico Gets Discarded Rifles.

The arms which the Huerta government

! is obtaining in Japan are the rifles and

ammunition discarded by the Japanese
army recently in favor of a new musket
which resembles the extremely efficient
weapon with which the United States
army is now armed.

Although manufactured originally in
the imperial Japanese armories, like the
old Springfield muskets ard the Krags
which followed them in this country,
these arms were disposed of by the gov-
ernment to private dealers, and it is un-
derstood that is how the Mexican gov-
ernment has been able to get them. Nat-
urally these old ritfles, while good weap-
ons, are to be had very cheap, as well as
the ammunition for them.

It was said at the State Department
that the contracts for the delivery of
these guns were made last April, before
the United States government had an-
nounced its policy of refusing recognition
to the Huerta government, and that there
is no legal warrant for interference with
the deliveries.

Arms Go First to Ge}'man]r.

American arms and ammunpition for
Huerta, denied direct exportation to-Mex
ico, are being shipped from the United
States to Hamburg, Germany, and re-
shipped to Mexieco. This became known
to officials here today, when it was found
that a large shipment recently had been
made by that route.

Roberto Pasqueira. confidential agent
here of the constitutionalists, today de-
nied emphatically that the rebels have
ordered any Japanese to leave the state
of Chihuahua, as has been reported. He
stated that not only have no such orders
been issued, but that all Japanese sub-
jects within the constitutionalist lines
are being treated with every considera-
tion.

INDORSE REDFIELD PLAN

Members of Chamber of Commerce of
United States Favor Trade
Attaches Abroad.

By the overwhelming vote of 62f to 2
constituent members of the Chamber of
Commerce of the United States in a ref-
erendum indorsed in the main the plan
of Secretary Redfield of the Department
of Commerce for more direct stimula-
tion of commerce through the bureau ot
foreign and domestic commerce in his
department. Secretary Redfield has
asked Congress for $750,830 for use dur-
ing the coming year, about half of which
will be expended on the work of com-
mercial attaches and commercial agents
of the United States in foreign countries.

Another referendum of the Chamber of
Commerce to establish a bureau or bu-
reaus of legislative reference and bill
drafting in Washington to overcome
difficulties experienced by congressmen
in the preparation of bills is still being
taken.

- A -—

Charles Francis Osborne Dead

PHILADELPHIA, December 24.—
Charles Francis Osborne, prfoessor of
the history of architecture at the U'niver-
sity of Pennsylvania, died here today. He
was fifty-nine vears old and was widely
known in his profession. He was a mem-
ber of the teaching staff of the University
of Pennsyvlvania for thirteen vears and
prior to that was for fifteen yYears con-
nected with Cornell University.

Mitchel Takes Oath of Office.

NEW YORK, December 24.—John Pur-
{ roy Mitchel, elected mayvor of New York
last month on the fusion ticket, took
{ the oath of office today. The oath was
i administered by Supreme Court Justice
Ford in the presence of a few personal
friends. Mavor Mitchel will not take
office until the first of the year.

|

GlenmoreDavis’
Circus Story

will appear next Sunday. 'The

title is "THE CONFOUNDING

OF HOLLOW.” If yvou want to

forget your troubles, read it in
the next

A

- Sunday Magazine
Of The

Sunday Star
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"Prof. Otto T. Simon will lead the chorus,

CHRISTMAS PEANS
0 ASGEND T0 SKIES

Great Chorus- Will Assemble
A_bout Community Tree
at Capitol.

BEAUTIFUL TABLEAUX
PART OF CELEBRATION

Scenes of Impressive Beauty Expect-
ed as Shades of Night

Begin to Fall.

The ecelebration of Washington's
“Community Christmas”™ will begin
afternoon abhout half-past 3 o'clock, when
a giant Norway spruce, which has been
set up in the plaza at the east front of
the Capitol, will be electrically lighted in
colors from tip to base, and the full Ma-
rine Band will begin to play the hymn
“Creation.’ :
Freparations for the event are being
rushed to completion this afternoon, after
a day filled with the carrving out of
many details. A great platform has been
erected in the Capitol plaza and the big |

first
this

Christmas tree placed in position on it, |
g0 that it may be wholly visible, well up
above the heads of the multitudes of
Washingtonians who are expected to be
present.

Back of the platform for the tree |

has been erected another for the Marine |
Band, and the center steps back of the
band platform have been roped off for
a chorus of 1,000 singers, who will co-
operate with the Marine Band.

Tableaux of Nativity.

Above the heads of the chorus will |
shine out in electric lights the Christ- |
mas legend, “Peace on Earth, Good Will
to Men,” and on the center steps and
near the chorus will be carried out a |
serles of dramatic tableaux depicting
the story of the nativity.

The organizers of the celebration pre-
dict a scene of impressive beauty before
the Capitol at dusk. With the massive
dignity of the great portico and its
terraces of steps for a background, it
is expected that the picture to be pre-
sented will be inspirational in quality
and a distinct appeal to the imagination.
Forty-seven cities of the United States
at the same time this evening will be
celebrating a “community Christmas,”
80 rapidly has grown the idea of such
a celebration this year, but nowhere in
the United States will the celebrators
have such an impressive background as
the Capitol affords, nor such * splendid
natural advantages in the way of an
amphitheater on an eminence as the
plaza in front of the Capitol at the east.

Those Assisting Event.

To Neighborhood House, led by Mrs. J.
P. S. Neligh, belongs the credit of or-
ganizing the Dbe..pr

which consists of many volunteers from
various singing societies and individuals,
as well as children of Neighborhood
House and the schools, who were to have
danced about the tree, although that

part of the program has been abandoned.
The tree was donated by Blackistone, and
it was erected by Gude Bros. The elec-
trical lighting effects. which are to he
produced from current supplied from the
Capitol building, are being provided by
the National Electrical Supply Company.

Led by Lieut. Santelmann, the Marine
Band, as soon as the signal is given for
lighting the tree, will play the “Creation
Hymn,” and following that the chorus,
accompanied by the band, will sing *‘Oh,
Come, Immanuel.”

One Interesting Feature.

The first of the tableaux will then be
presented, the chorus and band render-
ing the hymn, *“O Little Town of Beth-
lehem.” On each of the great abutments
at the east front steps the statue groups,
on which evergreens have heen draped,
will be focused a great spot light, to il-
lumine the tableau, which will be that
of.Joseph and Mary on their way to
Bethlehem. At this moment an .enor-
mous star, signifying the Star of Beth-
lehem, at the top of the tree, will be
lighted, and on the right of Joseph and
Mary will be seen the tableau of the
shepherds, following the guiding light of
the great star. The tableau will be held
for a minute and a half.

Then will follow by band and chorus
the hymn, “O Come All Ye Faithful.
Joyful and Triumphant,” preceding a
tableau of the Adoration. Mary and
Joseph will be seen in the center of
a great central picture, beside a man-
ger which is to hold a Christ child. The
shepherds will arrive, and then will
also come three wise men, bowing in
worship. In reverent silence the chorus
and musicians will bow their heads
while light is thrown on this picture.

Angel Figures to Appear.

Then will come another Christmas
hymn, followed by the chorus, “Hark,
the Herald Angels Sing,” and between
the great white columns of the Capitol
will appear white-robed, winged angel
figures, trumpeting “Tidings of Great
JO)‘."

At this point will follow what musi-
cians consider one of the most thrill-
ing of all the Christmas hymns, “Holy
Night, Silent Night,” by the Marine
Band and the chorus. Simultaneously
will shine out aloft the message of
“PPeace on Earth, Good Will to Men,”
while down below at the base of the
pillars of the portico a manger will be
illumined. The voices of the chorus
will ring out in a great alleluiah. “All
Hail the Power of Jesus' Name,” and
those who depict the angels wlﬂ take
up the song of **Crown Him' Crown
Him!"”

Madame Mountford, the Svrian mission-
ary-lecturer, has loaned her collection of
costumes of the orient for use in the
tableaux, and with Mr. Neligh. Mrs. John
Jay White and others has assisted M's.

Neligh In preparing the tableaux. The
characters will be taken as follows:
Joseph, John J. Boobar; Mary, Mrs.

William 8. Campbell; shepherds, Madame
Muuntford, Ralph Campbell and William
Grenier; wise men, George H. Clement,
Howard A. Treat and O. H. Robhey;
angels, Miss SBophie Siebert. Mrs, Ralph
Barnard, Mrs. Charles Keefer, Mrs. G. 1.
Pohlers and Miss Alda Fluekiger. -

Members of Chorus.

Among the members of the cliorus will
be the following members of the Camp
Fire Girls' Club: Helen Frost, Annie
Tresselt, Katie Tresselt, Lillian Stern,
Elva Murphy, Amy Shapiro, Able Warrer,
Hazel Altman, Bernetta Beaver, Marguar-
ette Conner, Bertha Tresselt, Helen
Birch, Pearl Myer and Marie Harmon,

The following girls of the Neighbor-
hood Peace Club will be in the chorus:

Eva Ball, Caroline Bayhausen, Roge
Berger, Edith Blinkhorn, Agnes Boyd,
Ethel Coleman, Ada Cooper, Mineryy
Cox. Wilhelmina Christopher, Ellunora
Dant, Pearl Degges, Constance de Ment,
Elizabeth de Ment, Eileen Desmond,
Flaine Gal'alorn, Louise Galalorn,

Lillian Hatton, Edna Kennett, Margaret
Lerch, Katherine May, Anna Niegbel,
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THE CIVIC CHRISTMAS.

WHITE HOUSE GIFTS
FOR NEEDY OF CITY

Two Automobile Loads of
Presents Delivered Today
to Deserving Ones.

BASKETS FOR GROWN-UPS
AND TOYS FOR CHILDREN

Remembrances Also Distributed by
Miss Eleanor Wilson Before
Leaving for Trip South.

Two White House automobiles, loaded
with Christmas cheer and happiness, pull-
ed out of the White House grounds this
morning and did not return until their
errands of joy had been performed. They
locked like traveling (hristmas trees as
they left, bound for different parts of the
District and the suburbs.

FORMER PREMIER DIES
INCOPENHAEEN TODAY

=,

d _ﬁﬁhmt for Years
on Cabinet Issue.

COPENHAGEN, Denmark, December
24.—Jacob Brovennum Seavenius Estrup,
for many years the leading politician of
Denmark, died here today. For nineteen
vears from 1875 to 1894 he was premier
and finance minister in. the Danish
cabinet. He was born April 16, 1825,
and entered politiecs in 1854 as a mem-
ber of the lower house.

Estrup, together with the King of
Denmark, defied parliament for many
years when it demanded that the mon-
arch should choose the ministers of
state from among the representatives
of the people. On many occaslons
Estrup dissolved the chambers when
they refused to pass his budgets, and
the finances of Denmark were kept in
order by means of provisional laws.

During practically the whole of his
term of office the majority in parlia-
ment was against him.

Estrup did much for the development
of the Danish railroad system and for
the planning of the splendid roads now
to be found In Denmark. An attempt
to assassinate him was made October
21, 1885, and as this was believed to

have been committed by a political
opponent the parhament was dissolved
the next day.

Tn 1900 Estrup was made a member of

tl'lt: uppur hou.‘h}.

POPE T0 SEND GRE

Christmas Season to Be Celebrated
at the Vatican With Usual
Formalities.

ROME, December 24.—The recent
deaths in the cardinalate haVe cast some
gloom over Christmas festivities at the
Vatican, but the season will be gen-
erally observed with the usual formali-
ties. The Pope will send his personal
greetings to all the Catholic sovereigns
of Europe, with the exception of the
King of Italy, with whom he is sup-
posed te hold no communication.

The cardinals residing in Rome like-
wise have many greetings to send,
while those living abroad, including the
three American cardinals, send letters
to the IPope, which are read personally

by the pontiff and answered by Cardi-
nal Merry Del Val, the papal secretary
of state,

Reception to Cardinals.

Today the Pope received the cardi-
nals. Christmas day itself, however,
is to be a day of rest for the pontiff,
as after celebrating early mass he
shinply recelves his sisters and passes
the remainder of the time in the library
with his books.

At the Quirinal Christmas will be
very quietly observed. The sovereigns
after presenting gifts to t‘lu:u- house-
holds will retire to their prlvu_le apart-
ments and spend the day with their
children.

Chicago Veiled in Darkness.

CHICAGO, December Z24.—Darkness
Gense as midnight spread over Chi-
cago this forencon, the fourth in-
cident of the kind within two months,
Fog, smoke and the absenge of air
currents were the cause.

Grain inspectors were unable to pro-
ceed with thelr work until 11 o'cloek.
when a breeze sSprang up and drove
some of the smoke away. The dense

of Christmas shoppers made
fﬁ:wark of crossing policemen dithi-

a (Continuéd on Fourth Page.)

cult while the darkness Jasted,

J. B. §. Estrup With Danish King
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TISRESPONSE DAY
FOR KIND HEARTS

Heed theﬂestm Your Nature
and Help Capital’s
Needy.

ELEVEN OPPORTUNITIES
ARE YET UNSUBSCRIBED

Associated Charities Will Keep Open
Christmas Morning to Re-
ceive Contributions.

In the hope that the remaining
eleven of its fourteen opportunities
will be fully subseribed by Christmas
morning, the Associated Charities will
keep its office at 923 H street north-
west open tomorrow morning to re-
ceive donations either by mail or by
person. Last yvear seventy letters were
received in the Christmas morning
mail, and the full amount asked for
was oversuhscribed by just three dol-
lars when the office closed at noon.
T'welve hundred dollars more is needed in
order to make as good a record this
year.

As we in Washington celebrate for
the first time a “ecommunity Christ-
mas,” in which all citizens are urged
to rejoice around a common Christmas

tree, shall we not remember with true
community spirit those of our less for-
tunate neighbors who at this season
of peace and good will must look to
strangers outside their own family cir-
cle to provide not only Christmas
cheer but the absolute necessities of
lite?

What Christmas Means.

The happiness of little children and
the rejoicing to grown-ups, this is
what Christmas means to all of us, It
is because Christmas is the great
family holiday emanating from the
little family iIn Bethlehem centuries
ago that the Assoclated Charities has
chosen at this time to give the people

of Washington the opportunity to keep
fourteen homes intact. The true
Christmas spirit does not pass with
the passing of the holiday. It goes on
loving and cheering every day of the
next 365. To the poor Christmas is a

day of hope—what Christmas gift
would be s0 welcome as the assurance
of a regular income for food and

shelter throughout the year?

As in these last hours before the
coming of Christmas you hurry to
make the final preparation for your
loved ones' pleasure will you not re-
member the forty-eight children in the
eleven families still waiting to be as-
sured of a happy home with their
mother's care for the coming year?

Aid From Children.

A letter inclosing one dollar received
this morning by the Associated Charities
says:

“We got the dollar by voting for it
Nearly three-fourths of the children voted
for the poor family No. 10. Not one
voted for candy. I want the poor family
No. 10 to have it becaus: it is the family
that needs it worse. Yours truly,

“LUCRIETIA,
“Mett School, Room No. 12,
“Fifth Grade A."

Some one signing himself *“St. Vin-
cent” writes: “If all would help there
would be no poor in our eity. It should
be the honor of every city to point with
pride to the fact that there were no
‘poor’ within its gates. Let us all speed
the day.”

- Contributions sent to the Associated
Charities, 923 H street northwest, will be
promptly acknowledged.

THE FOURTEEN OPPORTUNITIES
Opportunity No. 1.

A mother With four small children,
who is a born homemaker and a nat-

(Continuegd on Eleventh Page.)
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ATION CROWDS FAL
TODSTURB PRESOENT

Wilson Rests Comfortebly on His
Trip to Pass
Christian.

' 4

CHARLOTTE, N. (., December
President Wilson and party passed
through here at 10:05 today en route to
Pass Christian, Miss.,, where he will ar-
rive eariy tomorrow and spend a three-
week vacation.

The President slept long and rested
comiortably in his private car. The
crowds at the stations early did not dis-
turb him and he prepared for a quiet

journey. He breakfasted with his family
and sat out on the observation platform
during the morning. At Charlotte the
first big crowd greeted the President
and he shook hands with many.

SPARTANSBURG, 8. C., December 24—
Large crowds greeted the President along
the route through North Carolina. Many
of those who crowded about the train
were lavish in their compliments.

Many women brought their babies to
see the President, and Mr. Wilson greet-

ed them all.
“Merry Christmas,”” “A happy wvaca-
tion,”” frequently were called out.
Depart for the South.
President Wilson, with Mrs, ﬁ'ilson.

their two daughters, Misses Margaret and
Eleanor; Miss Helen Woodrow Bones and
Dr. Grayson, the President's physician,
left Washington last night at 10:45 o'clock
for « Pags Christian, Miss.,, to spend
Christmas.

The President missed the crowd which
had gathered at the depot to see him de-
part by boarding his private car an hour
before the time scheduled for its depar-
ture. He will return to Washington in
time for the diplomatic reception, Janu-
ary 13.

The presidential party traveled on
Southern railway train No, 37, first sec-
tion, ‘which is due to arrive in Atlanta,
Ga., late this afternoon. From Atlanta
the party will travel over the Atlanta and
West Point railroad to Montgomery,
where it will be transferred to the Louis-
ville and Nashville railroad, which will
take it direct to Pass Christian.

JELAYA OFF FOR FRANCE

Former Nicaraguan President Sails
Today to Visit 0ld Home
in Spain.

I NEW
-Santos Zel
ragua, sailed today for France, whence
he will 8o to Barcelona, Spain, to visit
his family. His departure is the sequence
of efforts of the government of Nicaragua
to have him extradited to that country.
These were abandoned upon the
tions imp(.mc'd by the Department of Jus-
tice at Washington that he would leave
the country within a reasonable time.
Recently agents of the department have
been watching him to see that the con-
dition was complied with.

“I am going to Barcelona J
three months with my family,” safd Ze-
laya today. *“I hope eventually to return
to my native country and die there. 1
have no wish to go there now, but I
hope that some day the T'nited States
will take hold of my country and pacify
it. T am perfectly content with the way
the United States has treated me in my
recent troubles.”

YORK, December 24 —Jose

to spend

Marshall Host to Senate Pages.

Vice President Marshall was host by
proxy today at a dinner to sixteen page
boys of the TTnited States Senate, Kdwin
| A. Halsey, chief of pages of the Senate,
sat at the head of the table in place of
the Viece President, who had left Wash-
ington for the west. The page boys yre-
ceived many Christmas remembrances
from senators. Senator Martine gave each

24.—

ayva, former president of Nica- |

condjf- |

It was ascertained that President and
Mrs. Wilson and their daughters were
unable yesterday, owing to preparations

for their departure from the city, to per-
 sonally deliver a large number of pres-
i ents for poor people. but they gave offi-
| cials of the White House a list of the
| persons to whom to make delivery and
Ithe Kind of presents to deliver and this
was the work the automobiles and their
Idri\'era‘ were doing most of the day.

Many Deserving Cases Found.

During the last two or three weeks
many anonymous letters have been re-
ceived by Mrs. Wilson and Misses Mar-

garet and Eleanor Wilson, giving cases of
poor people whose (Christmas wouild prob-
ably be devoid of not only happiness, but
the actual necessities of life.
vestigation was made of these letters and
many deserving cases of needy poor were
discovered.

The White House ladies determined
upon relief. Thev ordered many tur-
keys, hams and other eatables cooked,
and these, with fruits, fresh meals,
flour, nuts, ete, put in packages for
delivery today. In addition to the
larger packages going te the homes
of those in actual need were dresses,
toys and other things that would appeal
to the poor littie ones.

Miss Eleanor Wilson yesterday after-
noon went to the Virginia suburbs of
the District, and personally gave
presents 1o many little children who
are known to her and President Wil-
son. The President plays golf at the
Washington Country Club, along the
Virginia shores of the Potomac, and
{ the children on the road he travels
over have formed such an attachment

for him that they run out inte the
road when they see him coming and
tender juvenile exclamations of re-

spect and affection.

Miss Eleanor Wilson has been touched
by these, as well as the President, and
vesterday she went among the children
with presents. The children made many
inquiries ¢® Miss Wilson vesterday as to
the health of the President.

Presents Arrive at White House.

The White House was almost swamped
today and yesterday with presents ar-
riving. in express wagons and by mail
If the President and his family had been
here they would have lived off the fat
of the land. Turkeys, hams, oysters,
celery — practically everything — arrived
from friends who did not know that the
Wilsons were going away.

Secretary Tumulty shared in the receipt
of tokens of good will and esteem, his
friends from all .irections loading him
with remembrances. He also distributed
Christmas gifts among deserving Wash-
ington people.

The White: House offices will be open
for a short time tomorrow, long enough
to enable Secretary Tumulty, who will
spend the day with his family, and As-
sistant Secretary Forster to go over the
mail and telegrams. The clerks will clear
up their work as early as possible.

KILLED IN TRAIN WRECK

Dead Engineer, Said to Live in

Washington, Is Not

Known Here.

WILMINGTON, Del.,, December 24 —
Hamilton R. Woolford, engineer, was
killed and J. H. Rawlins, fireman, was

probably fadtally injured at Clayvton, Del.,
early today, when the locomotive they
were running sideswiped another loco-
motive drawingz a freight train. Both
lived in Washington, b, _C.

The accident occurred on the Pennsyl-
vania railroad. Woolford's locomotive
was -running light and was overturned
when it struck the other engine and

he was pinned beneath the wreckage.
Rawlins jumped clear of the wreck and
was injured in falling.

The name of neither Hamilton R. Wool-
ford nor J. H. Rawlins appears in the
city or telephone directory, and at the
office of the train dispatcher of the Penn-
! sylvania road in this city it was stated
J today that neither man is listed as work-
1 ing out of Washington.
|

. CARNEGIE'S “WAR" GIFT.

lEach Member of Cabinet Gets Picture
| From Peace Advocate.
|

Andrew Carnegie’s well known ideas on
universal peace and international dis-
armament were reflected in a Christmas
gift received by each member of Presi-
dent Wilson’s cabinet this morning. The
gift was a framed lithograph represent-
ing the departure of a soldier for the field

| of battie. He is bidding his little daugh-
| ter good-bye. 19 .

The spirit of the picture is revealed in
this inscription: *“Daddy, are you going
to kill some other little girl's papa?”

FRANK KENYON IS SHOT DEAD.

Alleged to Have Been Intruder in
Home of Man Who Killed Him.

SYRAUUSE, N. Y., December 24—
Frank Kenyon, a railroad telegraph
operator, was shot and killed at Am-
boy early today in the home of Al:
bert Webster, a young business man.
The sheriff is searching for Webster,
who is charged with the killing.

family they were awakened before
L daybreak by the sound of a pistol
shot in their parlor. They rushed down
stairs and found Kenyon had broken
in the front deor and taken possession
of the parlor. As Webster entered the
room Kenyon took a shot at him, but
missed. Webster, whe had armed him-
self, returned the shot, Kkilling the
telegrapher instantly. .

No reason for Keuyon's intrusiop is

boy a present of money and Senator
Chilton gave each a knife.

given.

Careful in- !

PLANS UNDER WAY
FOR NEW CURRENC

-

Secretaries McAdoo and Hous-
ton Working on Details
of Organization.

FEDERAL RESERVE BANKS
SOON TO BE DESIGNATED

Washington Among the Cities Seek-
ing Favor—Members of Reserve
Board Not Yet Appointed.

R ———

With all the power of a law fresh from
(.h.- pen of President Wilson b hind 1t}
Secretary MceAdoo and Seeretary Houston
today began working out detajls of the
nation’s new flnancial sSVELem,

The two cabinet members,
!nrg:mizurlm: committee,
ﬂh- important preliminary
[ actual installation of the machinery that
is to operate the federal reserye syslem,
_.!Ilhnugh the law provides that the two
Secretaries shall join with the controller
of the currency in the prellminars work
of reorganization, the office of vuhtrnller
is \'at'fﬂll. and it has been decided that the
Iwo Secretaries constituting a majority
of the committee, mav Ev ahead. lLater
the members of the federal reserve boa rd
of seven will be named by President Wil-
=on.  The Secretary of the Treasury and
the new controller will be nn-mlu:r:\; of
that body and the other five will be
c:}lc_)sen from private life. If l‘residcn{
Wilson finally has made his selection for

these five places it is not k ]
Washington. T

1en.,

acting as an
will determine
moves to the

First Step in Organization.
The first step to be ta
taries will be the

federal reserve ba
EVstem,

ken by the Secre-
selection of eities where
nks, the backbone of the
are to be located. The law pro-
vides for not less than eight and not more
than twelve such banks.
tion committee is
counsel and summo

The organiza-
c-nnimwe-rwi to emplo:
. n witnesses and papers
10 g0 deeply into the location of trl‘u'-p:-e-
BE€rve reservoirs.

Its decision is not subject to
cept by the federal reserve
It is possible that
of cities is decided th
mittee will visit cities
its report on informa

hand.

Cities that ecan
tentative list would
Chicago, St L.ouis,
New Orieans, with

review eg-
board.

before the guestion
€ organization com-
suggested and base
Lion gained at first
bhardly be kept off a
include New York,
San Francisco and

: Denver, Atlanta and
Seattle or Portland, Ore., near“the lolp.

Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Bos-

ton and several others e i
designation. e A

Power of the Committee.

The organization committee is eme
pPowered to prescribe regulations for
membership in the Eystem. Applica-
tions from all over the T'nited States
have been flowing into the Treasury
for several days. An unusual flood,
however, arrived today, and one of
the first duties of the committee will
be the promulgation of rules for their
dcceptance. National banks have six

i o e B “
days in which to file applications, lm{
under: the law can remain in existence
one year without joining the syvstem.

Secretary McAdoo said he expected
to begin forrna_l work on selecting fed-
ﬂf\!‘&' reserve cities tomorrow.

€ expect to consider the roble
in the light of what will moall !:::ne;li:
tl?e entire country, and local interests
will not be regarded,” he said. Te
probably will outline the districts first
and then choose the city in each dis-

trict where the fede y
i ral reserve bauk

Number Not Determined.

Mr. McAdoo did not know, he
w_hether there would be eight or
districts. That point he regarded as one

of the most perplexing before the ore
ganization committee, He expressed
great satisfaction with the way in which
the banks have responded to the law,
s ‘The law has been accepted.” he said
in a thoroughly Patriotic manner x
have never had any doubt, and have fu.-ne
nonw, that most of the national banks of
the country will enter the new system
I believe it will prove an unexpected stc-
cess and the greatest thing that has hap-
pened to the country in many years."”
Many applications have come from ine
dividuals for positions on the federal re-
serve board, but Mr. MecAdoo said he haq
not looked them over and Indicated thart
they were likely to receive scant conside
eration.

Banks Applying for Membership,

Applications for membership came

e

saud,

twe've

10«
day from banks in Seattle, Cleveland.
Denver, Trenton, N. J.: North Adams,

Mass.; New Orleans, Portland, Ore.: St

Louis, San Francisco, Roswell, N, M ;
Marietta, Ohio: Pittsburg, Kan.: Man-
chester, N. H.: Peoria, TL: Pomona,
Cal.; Poughkeepsie, N. Y.; St. Joseph,
Mo.: Palouse, Wash. : Roanoke, Va.:
Muskogee, Okla.: Ardmore, Okla.- Jeffer-
son City, Mo., and Richmond, Ind.

BUYS ANOTHER STEAMER
FOR SERVICE ON RIVER

Potomac and Chesapeake Company
Adds the Tolchester to

Its Fleet,
e —

For service on the Potomac river in
place of the steamer Capital City, which
was placed out of commission several
months ago, the Potomac and Chesa-
peake Steamboat Company, according te
report, has secured the sidewheel steame

er Tolchester, now owned in New York,
and before the opening of spring busi-

ness on the river the steamer will be
brought here for service.
C. H. St. John, the general manager

of the Potomac and Chesapeake line, with
Chief Engineer Fitzgerald, has been in
New York for several days concluding the
negotiations for the steamer and to look
her over. It is stated-that the vesse] will
be docked at once and that changes and
alterations necessary to be made in her
will be pushed in order to have her in
readiness to bring down the coast at the
first favorable opportunity.

The Tolchester for a number of years
ran excursions between Baltimore and
Tolchester Beach, Md., and at times was
used on a freight and passenger route
on the upper part of Chesapeake bay.

According to members of Webster's She is 211.7 feet long. 29 feet beam and

9.6 feet deep, and is said to be a speedy
steamer. She will probably be used
on the Nomini and Lower Machodoc
routes and the steamer Wakefield will re-
turn to service between this city and
Colonial Beach and Mattox creek.

The new schedule of the P. and ', line,
effective December 26, withdraws the
little steamer Volunteer from the Wash-
ington-Grinders route and puts her
wharves on Lhe route of the steamer




