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VERA CRUZ SHOWS
UNIQUE SPECTAGLE

Striking Contrasts Exhibited
in City of Assembled Army
and Navy.

MEN OF EVERY RANK
MEET IN GLAD REUNION

Strange Kaleidoscope of Movements
in Official and Social Life With
‘War as Prospect.

BY WINGROVE BATHON,

Staff Correepondent of The Star with the Army
of temmpation ar Vera Oruz

VERA CRUZ, May S—Iiere Is one of
the most extraordinary spectacles. While
204y mpldiers of the regular army, ma-
rines and bluejackets are walting word
moment to march Inland to take
Mexiro City, this is a city of glad re-
mion and comeraderie,

vray-hearded officers, who wera boys
together at West FPoint and Annapolis
amd separated for nearly a lifetima, are
reeting one another. Enlisted men who
=erved In the army and navy years ago
in the I'hliippines and have since been
scuttered to all corners of the country
recognizing one another on the streets
hire,

Many
Navy

any

recent officlals of the War and
Departments are here and their
presence lends emphasis to the general
belef that there is to be field service
soon and plenty of it

In strange contrast to the Impatlence
ifested among the soldiers and sallors
the word to go forward for battle
v ture of u few American women
enjoying a social sway
winter season in
o1 ach of these women fs=
I Ly at least forty gold-lace
Leanux. While thoughts of fighting that
- come on the morrow are alwayvs in-
sive, vet the merry dance EOes on
and the ship bands are kept busy playing
“Hall, Hall, the Gang's All Here!”

American Flag Is Raised
Over Headquarters of Army

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE, VERA
CRUZ, Mexico, April 27 (by mail steamer).
—The ecorrespondent of The Star had
the honor of being present today at
one of the most solemn and mem-
orable events since the American
forces landed, when the Stars and
Stripes were formally wunfurled over
this building in the presence of Admiral
Badger, commanding the Atlantic fleet;
Admirad Pletcher, who took possession
of Vera Cruz, and the paraded troops,
marines and bluejackets, who have par-
ticlpated in the history-making events of
the past week.

The headquarters of the United States
expeditionary force are the Unlon rallroad
terminal. facing the water front. At 2

Aare
Ceay S any

| been from time to time.
| too, there has been an American flag,

| on tha roof of the building, as he ob-
| served to The Star correspondent:

“I have waited a long time for this, as
vou can well imagine. It does my old

eart .

Nearby, also, none the less affected,
stood a SBritish subject, Mr. Rorke, the
brave voung correspondent of the Cen-
tral News agency of London, uncovering
| with the Americans as the great flag took
the hreeze.
| *Beautiful colors you chaps have. Glad
| to see them there.” this Englishman sald.
ae others of hls race nodded approval,
and those present relaxed from their
rigid stand at “‘attention.”

In the glaring, burning tropical sun
whose rays have shriveled every palm or
other evidence of vegetable life which has
tried to force existence from the sandy.
dusty plaza before the Terminal bulld-
ing, the troops raised their eyes to “the
colors” that have called them to death
on so many foreign shores, inspired, as
they said afterward, with the bellef that
now that the American flag is formally
waving over Vera Cruz, in at least one
prominent place, the treacherous Vera
Cruzan assassins who have been shooting
Americans on the sly will take real heed
and warning of what the "Stars and
Stripes™ stanid for.

Tapt. Delano said to me, as he came
down from a little temporary piatform
that had been bullt around the pole on
the roof:

“Look at the faces of the men! We
don't often get a chance to ralse this
| 9ax this way in a foreign country! Long
may sho wave. God hless her!”

American Spirit Prevails.

The spirit of “Thy country, richt or
wrong.”' was everywhere manifest among
the Americans. The event was taken in
no matter-of-fact way by thosse who saw
it, and although there was at first but a
small gathering of Americans, because it
waa not generally known that the fiag
was to be raised. great numbers of them
came running through side streets and
avenues as they saw the troops take
position before the depot. Soon the crowd
was swelled to a large one.

“Hlond young barbariang,” as the
swarthy Vera Cruzanos call the Ameri-
cans, in some cases gazed with apparent
pity upon the Mexicans, who watched the
cheering Americans, Who have overrun
this city, and who are showing them-
selves so capable and efficient that they
are arousing the jealousy of Vera Cruz-
anos, who cannot even run their own
post office. But this pity is today short-
lived, evidently, for the “blond bar-
barlans,” the marinea and bluejackets,
have one point of view, terse, and seem-
ingly to the point.

“Why pity them because we Tun up
the Stars and Stripes in place of the
Mexican flag?"’ these men say. “They
don't know how to honor any flag,
their own or the Red Cross insignia,
under which they prove themselves as-
sassins."”

There was no Mexlcan flag, however,
on the headquarters building here to
come down teday, although there has
Occasionally,

run up there unofficially by “some of
the boys.'" Until today the only in-
stance of an American flag flying offi-

elally in Vera Cruz except over the
consulate was the Incident of. the
Michigan's battalion running up the

Stars wnd Stripes over the barracks of
the 12th Federal Infantry, and the men
of this eommand took that down short-
1y after when Consul Canada advised
them to get out because of the small-
pox and spinal meningitis record of
this barracks.

SIBERT WITHDRAWS OFFER.

Canal Engineer Prefers Mexican
Service to Red Cross Mission.

Lieut. Col. Willlam L. Sibert, Corps of
Engineers, builder of the great Gatun
locks and dam of the Panama canal
who Is now in this city on walting
orders, has withdrawn his tentative ac-
ceptance of the offer of the American
Red Cross to go to China and assist In
the big engineering project for the pro-
tection of the Hual river district from

o'clock this afternoon, while the bands
played the “Star Spangled Banner.”
civillans uncovered and the troops stood
at attentlon. Capt. F. H. Delano, adjutant
of the =21 Regiment of DMaripnes, in

echarge of a small party on the roof of
the railroad terminal, ran up a brand-new
Ameriean flag. proclalming to the world
that the L'nited States is in charge here.

Capt. Drelano was given this honor be-
cause he was the
when Vera Cruz was taken, Col. Neville,
commanding the 24 Regiment. United
States Murines, having been the first.
Jruring the ceremony of rai=ing the flag
'ol. Neville stood below in command of
the 24 Regiment, paraded in the plaza
before the railrpad buflding, and fanked
by the landing” battalions of the battle-
ships Utah and Florida. Befora these
troops, who were splck and span in
shining acconterments and clean uni-
forms, in contrast to the working clothes
they have worn the past week, stood Ad-
miral Fletcher and his staff and Admiral
Badger and his staff.

As “0ld Glory'' eama to the tap of the
flugpole, the Minnesota, flagship of Ad-
Fletcher, fired the national salute
tyv-one gun#, and the crowd cheer-
ain and again, as the "boom."
* of the guns camsa across the

water.
Object Lesson for Vera Cruz.

The event presented a most vivid pie-
ture It was particularly striking to
thuse troops and civillans who have been
fired on from buildings over which the
Mexican flag s=till wavea by “‘pot-shot-
aml “snipe-shooters.”” Tears came
es of Consul Canada, who stood

to the ey

second man ashore |

floods.

His action is hased on hils dssire to
serve in the fleld with the United States
Army in case of war with Mexico, and
| his disinelination to go so far away as
| China in the present critical state of af-
falrs In our neighboring republic on the
south. He has made formal application
for service in the field In case of action,
and undoubtedly would be among the
first of the appllicants chosen for com-
mand of a brigade or regiment of volun-
teers.

JUDGE PROPOSES PROBE.

| Instructs Grand Jury to Take Up
Bribery Charges in Frank Case.

ATLANTA, Ga., May 8.—It has been
announced that Judge Ben Hill of the
superior court, who Wednesday denled
a new trial to Leo M. Frank, will instruct
the grand jury, which begins its seaslons
a week from Monday, to make a thor-
ongh and rigid Investigation of the
charges of perjury, coercion and Intimi-
dation of witnesses made against each
| other by both sides In the famous murder
| CASe.
| Counsel for Frank were busy vesterday
| preparing to take his plea for a new trial
| to the state supreme court 1t was sald
the solicitor would mnot oppose steps in
this direction., he having stated that he
desired to expedite final determination of
the case.

GEN. BLISS EXPERT
ONFEEDING TROPS

Contends Well Fed Soldiers
Can March Farther and
Shoot Straighter.

COMMANDS U. S. FORCES
ON THE TEXAS BORDER

Ranks High as Strategist and Lin-
guist and Is Expert on Coast
Defenses.

GEN. TASHER H. BLISS.

Gen. Tasker Harmon Bliss 1s In com-
mand of tha Thnited States troops along
the Texas border. Every one hopes that
there will! be neo conflict thers between
the Americafi soldlers and the Mexicans.
But—if thers ghould he a confilct—those
who know Gen. Bliss are falrly easy in
their minds. He Is regarded a=z one of
the most thoronghly competant soldlers
In the army. And as a flghter he's
simply grand. But his especially long
eult is in ferding the troops.

“A well fed sgoldler,”” says Biles. ‘"can
march farther and stay awake longer
and shoot straighter than tha other
sort."

Some one told the other day a story
of tha Spanish war. Bliss was In com-
mand of a company etatloned near &
village which was held by an over-
whelming force of Spaniards. Bliss' or-
ders wera to keep his eye peeled like an
onlon. If he saw anything—!f he heard
anvthing—if he just had a telepathic
huynch of anything—he was to gather his
mien and fall back as far as he could and
as fas: as he could. Bliss heard the or-
ders and galuted. No one, to look at
Bliss, would dream that he had an¥y-
thing in mind except an Immediate and
infuriated falling back. Instead of which
he tied his sword on a mule, so It
wouldn't trip him, and chased the loath-
some Spaniard out of that village with
whoop and hallo. Next day headquar-
ters happened along to find Bliss sitting
in front of the village hotal, wearing a
smug and eatisfled smille. Headquarters
iseued a hard call

Odor of Onions Did It.

“Why did vom attack this village"
asked headquarters, “when you Kknew
you were largely outnumbered?”

“Shucks,” sald Bliss—except that he used
the regular army substitute for shucks,
which Isn't a West Point word—''shucks,
1 didn't attack this dog town. My men
have been living for four days on half a
cracker and a swallow of water. And
last night the wind was just right and
some squaw over hers started to Iry
onlons—"

Bliss was born In Pennsvivania in 1853
Those who know anything about that
state know that it just reeks with pies,
doughnuta, heans, raised biscuits and
other things that keep the Inner man
lLappy. He gradpated from West Point
in 1875 gnd was assigned to the artillery
| as n second lieutenant. e made his mark
there and then that Pennsylvania senti-
ment for food came over him. He saw
an opening in the commissary depart-
ment, and he knew that the soldiers were
not being as well or as promptly fed
as might be, and he hopped right into
the opening. Then he went right up the
line. He knows all about rations, how
many of them a man needs and how few
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of them he can get along on iIf the merry
villagers keep chickens. Just previous
to the Spanish war he was military at-
tache at Madrid.

The Spanish war gave him his first
chance to make good In a conspicuous
way. He knew Spanish as well as he
does English—he knows most of the con-
tinental tongues, by the way—and had
specialized in coast defense plana. He
became chief of the customs service and
secretary of finance in Porto Rioo. Five
vears ago he won the war game in Mas-
sachusetts, heing in command of the Red
forces. Perhaps civillans didn’t know It,
but that war game attracted International
attention, and Bliss won more praise on
the other side of the water, parhaps. than
he dld here. It was held by the visiting
attaches that he displayed a real genius
for war and that the measures he took
for provisioning his men under modern
conditions in a populated countryside
were worth studrving.

Expert on Coast Defenses.

Perhaps no officer is more thoroughly

familiar with our coast defense system
than Bliss, nor is there a better linguist
in the army. As a strategist, as has
been said, he 18 ranked very high by for-
elgn experts. And In the months that
have prefaced the actual breaking out of
hostilities In Mexico he has been of in-
finlts assistance In planning to defeat
hunger and cold as well as snipers and
bandits when our men cross the horder.
He never loses sight of the first base of
any army—its digestive apparatus. He
isn't a gourmand, but one would certalnly
call him a “gnod feeder.” BSome one told
him the story of the Klondyvke miner who
came back with nuggets In every pocket
and headed for Delmonico’s.
He had heard of a forty-dellar dinner
garved in that person’s establishment, and
he had determined to eat one. But when
he looked nver the French menu card he
conldn’t find the dinner.

“0h, hell.”” sald the miner, In dlsgust,
“hring me $40 worth of ham and eggs.”

“Well,” sald Eliss, "well, what's the
joke™"

INJURED ARE DOING WELL.

Statement by Assistant Surgeon Hig-
gins of Hospital Ship.

Dr. Montgomery FEarle Higgins of
Boyds, Montgomery county, Md., son of
Mr. and Mrs. James L. Higgins of Boyds,
has been stationed at Vera Cruz ever
since hostllities began there as assistant
surgeon on board the hospital ship So-
lace. His ship left yvesterday for Key
West, Fla,, to land those who were in-
Jjured, but who are hecoming convales-
cent.

Surgeon Higgins served some years in
Panama and the Phillppines as assistant
surgeon. He wrote home yesterday that
he was deing well and had many Injured
under hia care, all of whom were getting
along fine. Ha sent his parents a photo
of Huerta, whom he styles “the man of
the hour™ at this time.

Pointed Paragraphs.

Boaster may be a polite term for liar.
man gets
right.

Many & left because’
doean't do BN

Wrinkles are little ruots made by the
wheels of time.

Words are used efther to 1deas
or the lack thereof. el

Most of the things to bes had for the
asking are not worth It.

When a man's wife also talks in her
sleep—well, that's the limit.

Many a man's suocess is due to his
not making the same mistake twica.

Bchoolboys say thers ars too many
switches along the road to knowledge.

Most men who ars good at guesaing
conundrums are not much good at any-
thing else.

Many an expert mathematician fs un-
able to work out the sum of human hap-
piness to his own satisfaction.

How a married woman does envy a
apinster who has money of her own
and doesn't have to ask any one for a
cent!

SAW FORCES OF U. .
CAPTURE VERA CRUZ

H. S. Bolton, Former Washington
Resident, Describes Tak-
ing of City.

Men of British Warship Essex Fre-
quently Applauded Marksman-
ship of Americans.

H. 5. Bolton, former chlef engineer of
the Potomarc Electric Power Company in
this eity, and for several wvears superin-
tendent general of the Sultepec Electric
Light and FPower Company at Toluca,
Mex., has returned to this city. He had
not left Mexican eoll for seven years, hs
says, untll the impending trouble madse
it necessary for him to leave Toluca

Mr. Bolton left Toluca the night of
April 19 and reached Vera Cruz the next
morning. He was thers durlng the fight-
ing and witnessed the exciting Incidents
from a transport in the harbor, the
transport belng only a short distance
from the Thester, a scout cruiser.

“And T want to say for the American
sallors and marines,’ sald Mr. Bolton to
A Star reparter this afternoon, “that they
deserve the highest commendation for the
fearless and effectlve manner in which
thew participated in the firlng and for the
way In which they deported themselves
when not in action.™

Mr. Rolton explained that. owing to
the impending danger. he had a secret
coda pertaining to travel and health,
copies of the code heing in possession
of friends in this city. and it was he-
cause of the receipt of a code message

that he left Toluca the night of April 19.
Toluca is about fifty miles from Mexlco
City In the direction of the Paclflc coast,

Changed by Troop Landing.

“Truring the revolutlon.' he stated,
“Americans were fairly well treated by
both partisa In Mexico. They had been
welcomed before that time, but the land-
ing of the marines wrought a change,
making It Impossible for Americans to

return until the troops make it safe for
them to do so.

“American interests in Mexico repre-
sent approximately $1,000.000,000, and this
business is lost for the present Omly
Americah troops can save It

Mr, Bolton explained that when mem-
pera of the party with which he traveled
reached Vera Cruz they were advised by
Consul Canada to go aboard a merchant
ship at anchor in the harbor. He wit-
nessed the landing of about 00 marines
the morning of April 21. at 11:06 o'clock:
he stated, and It was 12:20 o'clock when
the Mexicans fired upon the Amerlcans,
the firing being principally from the tops
of bulldings, tha Diligencia Hotel being
one of them.

Firing was intermittent during the en-
tire afternoon, Mr. Bolton stated, and
that night Admiral Fletcher gave Gen.

orders to put an end to the "snip-
ing"” under threat of bombardment of the
city. At the request of thes British con-
sul, he stated, the firlng was delaved
untll #:30 o'clock the morning of April
22 and then only bulldings occupled by
Mexican troops and sharpshooters were
attacked.

“The principal building attacked' he
sald, ““was the Mexican Naval School, a
two-story structure about 2% feat long.
Wa ware aboard the transport Esperanza
and could see avery move that waa made.
The BEsperanza was dnly about two ships
lengths from the Chester.

British Cheered Marksmen.

“Only three and five Inch guns were
used."” he continued, “and for fifteen or
twenty minutes the fire of machine guns
and small arms on both sides was heavy.
The guna on the Chester were trained
directly heneath the sills of the windows
of the echool, where the gsoldiers were
thought to be In squads awalting an op-
portunity to flre, and every shot hit its
mark.

“The marksmanship of our men was
magnificent. The Americans did only
what was necessary to make the oceu-
pation of Vera Cruz poasible, and while
the firing was golng on the sallors on the
British flagship Fssex frequently ap-
plauded the marksmanship of the Amer-
lcans.”

Ome of the most interesting things wit-
nesged from the transport, sald Mr. Rol-
ton, was thea cuttlng down of wireless
towers two and one-half miles doan the
shore. Four shota from the (‘hester
wrecked the towers.

0i1 Men Ask Protection.

NEW YORK, May B.—Representatives
of sixtv-elght oll companies with inter-
ests In the Tamplco region met here last
night and adopted resolutions asking
President Willson to restore gunboats In
Tamplco harbor and afford protection
for Americans operating In the ofl dis-
tricts. A committea of five was appointed
to place the request before the President,
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Hundreds of little boys
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hardships that will ha required of regular
soldiers. We hereby guarantes to be
among the first to plant the American
flag on the battlements of Mexico Oty
or any other fortress within her bounds.™

FORREST'S CAVALRYMEN
WOULD FIGHT MEXICO: . vt sove o wetesem

| #locted commander-in-chief of the United
Sona of Confedernta Veterans, succeed-
ing W. W. O, ir., of Norfolk, Va
A lively debate was precipitated at the
meeting of the Bona of Veterans by tha

JACKSONVILILE, Fla, May S8 —Gen
BHennett H. Young of Loulsville, Ky., late
Yesterday was re-elected commander-in-

chief of the T'nited Confederats Vererans | introduction of a r on calling upon
at the annual reunion hers. Richmond, ! Ongress io !“‘=“‘"- n Confederata ver-
Ya 7 " fTATIS I'he reseolution was introduced b

a., was chosen for the 1815 reunlon. | jo .. 11 i o DR N

Gen. Young defeated Gen. Felix Eobert-
son of Texas.

| After the election of A commander-in-
chlef adjournment was taken untll to-|

seneral, Department of
o Veterans

tha resolutlon
WoOM, .
wrannization,

judge advo
Virginia Song «

Scarcely had
ed when W
chilef of the

been aer
commander
left him oM«

3 - : -1
day. Gen. Young recelved approximately | ... chair In order to make a speach de-
1.100 votes and Gen. Robertson 8%, Texas | nouncing it
cast Ita entire 34 votes for Roberison. | T am willing to take my coat off and
| work for funds with which 1o = ippiy o
Forrest’s Men Offer Services. | Confederate salllors™ ho Ao aved, “mni
until w re no lonss e to 0 e
One hundred survivors of Gen. For- | 4...-:-“;\:-.:; :a!'” r.‘—..h,_.r,.':..:"'.,\',.. :l i ‘,‘.‘,'.
rest’'s famous cavalry have offered thelr | them.”
servicea to President Wilson in the event The speaker was heartily chesred as he
of war with Mexico. The following resp- | f5serted that he had consulted hundreds
< Tirgint ‘eTerans dh ¥
lution was adopted: *“We read with in- .“rl\‘ ';ﬂ'l",‘?l ‘f':\ ””f Nty g ll ;"’ 3
g AR i or oo wseerning i ron
dignation of repeated insults offered 10| ). gavernment ' 0
American cltizens by Mexlcans, and, im-| Delegates from Georgla, Flarlda  san
bued with the patriotism derlved as a | South Carolina voiced disapproval of t
heritage from our ancestors, we hereby | resolution.

of | Speeches against 1 were only checks
| by the adoption of a motion to entet
've min

tender his excellency, the FPresident
the United States, if called upon, a com-
pany of 100 men to ba selected from our | the election of offcers in
COrps. Befora that time had elap=ed the

“We assure him that they will bhe able | lution was tabled by an overwhelmin
fully to fulfill their duties rnd bear t?w] viole.
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“‘Our appetite
For this delight
Is never known to fail
We must be there

To get our share

And so we come by rail.”’
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ready for it!

And it always does them good.
Not only the youngsters, but
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. Sunday Magazine |
% Ideal reading for the glad springtime! Humor ':
% predominates, and the names of some of the i
i‘;:: authors indicate the nature of the treat in store. ._
¢ The Eternal The Up Call %
+  Feminine for Torchy
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By Sewell Ford
Great doings in the Corru-

By Glenmore Davis
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A circus tale by one who

knows the life from having 8ated office! The irrepres- 3
: sible one is promoted, and <

»,
Gy

lived it, and whose style is
a perpetual picnic and joy
ride in itself.

Pulling Off 2 Thriller

his affair with Vee pro-
gresses to an intensely in-
teresting stage.
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% By William Harper Dean 3
a This is humorous, too, although there are s 4
L near-tragic features. “QOuick death and a fear ¢4
% one hovers above the twentieth century movi :

thespian,” and Mr. Dean tells of manv daring
things done by actors in this field.

Students Will Tales from
Be Students the Road

By Frank Andrews Fall By Traveling Men

“Putting the cow in the’
chapel, though not an au-
thorized part of the curricu-
lum, is considered good form
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There is humor m these tales
also, especially in the chief
prize winner of the week,

[% in most American colleges “Base Ball and Matches,”
|£ and universities,” says the DY L. D. Maxfield. and in
i bursar of New York Uni- “The Tast Laugher.” by

Billy Lorraine. Seven new

versity, beginning an article

about students' pranks. stories in this collection.

And you don't need to be told that there is humor
as well as dramatic power in The Voice in the
Fog, by Harold MacGrath, the fifth installment
of which appears in the next

Sunday Magazine of

The Sunday Star
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