
THE BRITISH CRISIS |
XI..Plural Voting.
By Frederic J. Haskin.

I.OXDON. May 14.An issue in the
present political struggle in Britain that
would creaT#4 an 'nornimis amoui.i 01 in- i

forest wer»' it not overshadowed by the
Irish question is that raised by the in-
sistence of the libera! government in
passing the plural voting bill over the
veto of the house of lords.
In this country the possession of the

vote is due to two things.male sex and
the ownership or occupation of property.
It follows that if a person is a male and
over twenty-one years old he may vote'
In as many different places as he owns

property or uses property.
T~nder this system a man who lived in

Connecticut, had an office in New York
and a factory in New Jersey would have
a vote in all three states, to say nothing!
of the votes he might have in North
Carolina or Florida by virtue of a shoot-
ing box or fishing camp. In a state electionin Connecticut he might \ote in a

dozen different towns if he owned prop-
ertv in as many.
The women who are most clamorous

fo* suffrage in England.there will .be a

story about them later on.are not at
war with any feature of this system exceptthe sex. They are perfectly# w illing
to take the franchise on the same condi-
t ons that men have it. although this
would not enfranchise nearly so large a

percentage of women as it does men. j
ince so many of them are not inde-
pendant "occupiers'' of property. «

* .

Other suffrage reformers have urged the
doctrine of "one man one vote".that is.

that every man

Manhood Suffrage over twenty-one;
tt_ t, « j be permitted to
Has Its Advocate*. V*G t 'e %v*ith0utj

an* respect to his relations to property.
others have gone farther and. asking,1

fr>: more even than Mrs. Pankhurst has

asked for the women, have demanded
universal adult suffrage. .

'

But at present the only measure that

has advanced to a practical _political ^'
status is the bill to abolish plural vot'ng.
Tf this plural voting system were in

vogue in the I'nited States it might not

havo so great an influence on politics be-
cause it would be impossible for the

many-powered voter to cover the great
distances between his various places of
voting on election day
Tn Great Britain, however, the distances

are so ?}hort mat one may go nun;

Jinv point in the kingdom to any other'

p<»"nt in twelve hours. Moreover the j
elections are not held on one day. but are

scattered over two weeks. In the last,
general election one London judge ad-'
Journed his court at \ o'clock in the
afternoon and voted four times before
dinner. He cast a total of eleven votes

before the election was over. One man.

a clergyman, who has made a fad of add-
Ins to his voting qualification«. in one

election cast no less than forty different
votes in as many different parliamentary.
constituencies. j (

Thf railroads run special trains through
the metropolitan districts for the special
'accommodation of voters who are able to

vote all around a circuit.
That the vast majority of these plural

voters are all members of one party is'j
freely admitted by both parties. The
liberals sav that the plural voters are all
tories. and that with their abolition the
tory apparent strength in the electorate
will be greatly diminished. On the other'j
hand, the conservatives say that the bill
is not a product of any desire to reform
the franchise, but merely a political trick
of the radicals to disfranchise conserva-
live voters that the government may have
a better chance of being returned to
power

It is to he noted that there is no essentialdifference between these two
views, except in the angle of deduction.
The bill is one thsrt is being passed un-

der the parliament act. That is. it hav-
ing been defeated in the house of lords
after it was first passed in 1bi:>. the gov-
ernment now proposes to pass it twice
again through the commons, whereupon
it will become law without the assent of
the lords. It has passed the second readin*.thp «ocond nassace. It cannot be-
romp a law before May 1. evenunderthe most favorable circumstances, as

the house of lords on no account will
consent to it.

* *

When the bill was passed the last time,

thr conservative opposition demanded
that it be amended

Party Advantage 10 include a reappor.
_ _ j tionment of the parIsNot Denied. i;amentarv constituencies.The member who opener] the debatefor the opposition said that the bill

was only an evidence of the government's
desire to act "not in reforming almitted
grievances and doing good to the country.but in securing for themselves an

evanescent and contemptible party advantage.'"
The party advantage portion of this

charge was a'/mitted by the ministerialist
speaker who followed, who declared that
the torv in parliament was largely supportedby the plural voters.
The labor party view was voiced bv a
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member who said he would support the '1
bill, although it had some grave faults.
He objected to those features that permitteda plural voter to choose any of his *

constituencies where he was qualified, as

the place where he would cast his vote,
and left him all the time up to the very
minute of voting to decide where it would
count the most. He thought the man

ought to be made to vote in the constituencywhere he lived.
The chief arguments against the bill (.

were based o ntbe theory that the plural
voters based their claims for a greater
voice in affairs on their greater stake in
the community it was haid that the bill
was a measure designed to take away the
power of government from those who furnishedthe money and brains to run the
government, and that it was a mere partisantrick.

1

Just to show a proper respect for the
tsrmsn institution 01 compromise, me

government hps left in the bill a provision
ihat permits plural voters to cast their
ballots in bye-elections, although not in
general elections. The reason for this
was explained, but it was too deep and
complicated for the comparatively simple
American mind to comprehend.

It was very evidently the intention of
the Asquith cabinet to hold office for
practically the full five years for which
the parliament was elected, and thus to
have this plural voting bill passed before
another general election. Whether the
Irish crisis will prevent this by forcing
an earlier election cannot be foretold at
this writing, but it is their desire not to
risk anotther chance at the polls while
the opposition still has this advantage.
The passage of this bill will have a

powerful effect, as no less than a half
million of the n.COO.OOO votes polled in the
country are cast by men who have alreadyvoted once in the same election.
As practically every one of these 500,000
voters will be taken from the conserva-
live strength, it will greatly demoralize
that party.

*

There is no possible way of comparing rtfle total votes of the parties in the ,t

whole country. uNo Possible Way The only can- v

of Comparing Vote. ZTle'Te 1

member? of the house of commons. In
^

rrfany 'districts where one* or. the other a
party has an acknowledged majority the

^
seat is not contested.that is to say. the

£
name of onlv one man is presented on the
necessary nomination papers. When this
occurs tlie returning officer for the dis- ^

trict merely declares this one man elected
and no actual election is held. For that ^
reason thefe is" no >vay to take the s

actual measure of voting strength of the A
several parties at any one time.* *
When the army crisis was precipitated

:n March by the refusal of several officers
to serve in I'lster. and the consequent
"guarantees" given to them, the secre- a

tary of state for war. Col. Seely. resigned. v

Whether he was a culprit or a scapegoat
:t is not the present purpose to inquire.
The fact remains that the cabinet saved
itself from falling by accepting his resignation.and at a rime when the whole
country was prepared to scrutinize his ^

successor with extreme suspicion Mr. As- h
uuith solved the difficult problem by appointinghimself to the office. No one in

>

his own party questioned him. and the c

others hardly darfd at that time. a

The taking of the new office necessi- a
rated his resigning and seeking re-elec- c
Lion to the commons. If iri this election e
(for the constituency of East Fife. Scot- .j
!and> the opposition had been able to reducebis majority it would have been a

big feather in their cap. But if he had in-
creasedhis lead over thf conservative's

it would have been a positive proof that
Presbyterian Scotland was not greatly
exbited by the a.:ege:l plot against PreshyterianI"lst®r. The result was that -y(
the conservatives deq'ded discretion to be -*j
the better par; of valor and did not con- *-j
test the seat. Mr. Asquith was formally 75
nominated and as no contestant appeared 1
was fleeted by default. Had he been op- ^
posed and had he been defeated some 3
other liberal in a saie aistrict, wouia nave 4
resigned and permitted Mr. Asquith to J
succeed him. .So liquid and flexible is J
the British political system that a prom- ^
inent man in either party never lacks for 4aseat in the* commons. But many of 4j
them who now sit there by virtue of *»j
plural votes will have to find other con- ^
stituencies if the plural voting bill be- J
comes a law.

iMARY ALICE BROOKS DEAD. 3
jNoted Writer of Books and Stories 4j
4

for Young People. J
BALTIMORE. Md.. May S5..Miss Mary ij

Alice Brooks, a writer of books and ^
stories for yoling people and contributor ^
to religious periodicals, died late Sunday "f
night at the summer home of her grand- ^
nieces. Mrs. William Canby Marye and 4
Mrs. C. Addison Armstrong, at Ruxton. *

Death was due to heart failure. Miss 7
Brooks was seventy-six years old. 7

Thousands of persons throughout the 7
nation are familiar with the wj-itings of
Miss Brooks, but of this number a com- 4
paratively few know the name of the au- >
thoress. for she wrote under the penname
of "Alls." Among her best known works f
are "Day Dreams." "t'nele Amos and I
the Boys" and "Jack Frost".a Christmas 4
story for children. 4
Miss Brooks was the daughter of the >

late John and Mary High Brooks. Her ?
father was a merchant. She devoted most, 7
of her life to literature, but was forced 7
to give up this pursuit several years ago 4
on account of ill health. 1'ntil she be- 4
came a partial invalid she was much in- 4
terested in charitable work, particularly f
when children were the objects of her 7
bounty. ^
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WILL WHEI THEIR WITS
TO GET FOREIGN TRADE

Industrial and Commercial Hen BeginSessions in Capital
>

Tomorrow.

Moip thanl."»0<» delegates, representative
of industrial* and commercial organizationsfrom % every section of the United
States. are\expected to attend the first
national foi^?ign trade convention, the
first session iof which is to be held at
the Raleigh '.Hotel tomorrow morning.
rhe convention^will close with the Thursdayevening session. The sole social featureis to be the .banquet at the Raleigh
tomorrow evening.
Secretary Kedfield of the Department

yf Commerce is to, open the convention
tomorrow morning with an address in
which he w ill discuss! the importance of
the country's foreign'* trade. Secretary
Bryan of the State»Department is to be
the principal speaker at the banquet tomorrowevening.
The fullest restoration* of national prosperitythrough the systematic developmentand enlargement of the foreign

trade of the United States, it is stated,
s the object of the conference, which
will be the first of itstkind ever held in
this country. (

Response to Wilson Remark.
The convention, which is to open tonorrcowmorning, it is stated, is in the
lature of a response to President Wilon's\declaration that the new tariff
iShers in an era in Which American
rits are\to be whetted in contest with
ne wns (fi'ine worm.

"Get together for a bigger share of
he world's business.' is .the sentiment
nimating a.trjfinload of 150 or more

lanufacturers and exporters from New
England andVNew York. The big deleationincludes Charles E. Jennings,
resident of the American Manufacurers'Export Association; H. G. Her;et,Edward N. Hurley and John M.
rlenn. president, vice president and
ecretary, respectively, of the Illinois
lanufacturers* Association; John F.
'itzgerald of the'Boston Chamber of
Commerce. Charles S. Schfceren of New
'ork. James A. l^arrell, president of
he I'nited States* Steel Corporation,
nd others eminent'in the export trade
/orld.

Alienists in Convention.
BALTIMORE. Md.. May 2fi. The
eventieth annual meeting of the Amer;anMedico-Psychological Association
egan here today and the.sessions will be
ontinued until Saturday. Alienists from
.11 parts of the country are in attend.nceand papers will be read and disussedby some of the most widely known
xperts on insanity in-the I'nited States,
'he forenoon session was devoted to
rganization.
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WILL INSPECT BOOKS
OF J. P. MORGAN & CO.

Hearing by I. C. C. in New Haven
Case Suspended Until

June 3.

Further testimony before the interstatecommerce commission on financial
affairs of the New Haven railroad was

postponed today until Wednesday. June
3, to permit special examiners to inspectthe books of J. P. Morgan & Co.,
»«u personal papci o ui iuc ioic o. x »oipontMorgan.
The announcement that further takingtestimony would be delayed came

after a conference of the commission.
Commissioner McChord stating that
the wait Vas to permit the inspection
of the Mcrgan books, and that in the
meantime the commission would considervarious phases of the question.

Cause of Speculation.
The delay coming closely upon yesterday'sconference between President

Wilson and Attorney General McReynolds,and persistent reports that the
investigation probably would be halted,caused a great deal of speculation,
but there was nothing official to bear
out the view that the conference of
vesterdav was responsible for today's
J^velopment.
Chief Counsel Folk read an affidavit

from Dr. Frank W. Hughlett of Groton,
Conn., to the effect that Morton F.
Plant is suffering from heart complicationsand high blood pressure, and
that his health would not permit his
coming to Washington to testify.

Directors Lewis Cass Ledyard. LawrenceMinot and J. S. Klton of the New
Haven were ready to testify.

POSLAMSOAP]
| SOOTHES THE j
; TENDER SKIN;
| PREVENTS ROUGHNESS

? f'se Poslam Soap if your skin is tender and )
) 3tiier«*oap* Irritate. \

\ You will find Poslam Soap soothing and [
(more heneflciai to your skin than you over/
{ ihoajthi a soap could bo. Medicated with )
) Poslam. the great healing remedy, makes \
\ it so. (
( Beautifies the complexion. /
f Makes hands soft and velvety. )) After shampooing leaves the sealp clean
land sweet and the Lair in superb condition.
( Discourages dandruff.
r Sold h> all druggists ererywhere. )
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Ilj Never Forget the Bargain Basement 1 '

Tomorrow's Best Bargain, =ji
^ ^ White Dresses.Samples at $2. J

J L

j^j
I Trimmed Hate $2.95 1
5 .Included Black and White Hats. Were $6.

6A Few Words of Explanation.
/ Reductions in prices may mean much or little. The estabjSlishments treasuring their hats for months, finally "letting go," ;.

15 must have not a few that are "terrors." The establishment
£ where a week-end sale keeps the stock free from accumulations
$ surely has a better variety at all times. Thus it is that reduced
5 prices can mean very little or very much.

If Endlong1 the "May Sale" With Lli

1 $L79 Bridal Trousseaux and Sets That Have I

The 'White Sale" opened May i with Bridal Trousseaux, in

\ Gown. in conjunction with "Corsetless" Combinations, Bloomers

^ Drawers, Etc. In many instances the complete sets were not reqc

^ tind bewitching garments at Si.3Q and $1.79, in instances worth moi

i comparatively small in quantity, it is still great in variety, and wli

5 span," the reductions in prices will surely appeal.

| 9i.^o j //J| First Floor
* Xear Elevator , g^.. \j

1 =

| Qlove=Fitt!ng' Swiss Ribbed
. The Makers End Their Season and Si5.000 Worth Is Offe

f 14c 19c 27c 5
* Were to 35c. Were to 35c. Were to 50c. Were

Women's "Com- Women's Union Women's Union omer

f.y' VhroaHA e8in Suits, vests and Suits, all sizes to ' "!°n R"lisle thread, all 1 « .. « «* «
sers,R

sizes, including* ex- pants, ordinary largest. Bo>s and Pa]
tra sizes, at 14c. and extra sizes. sizes, 4 to 16 years. makes.

13c 13c - 49c 9,
Were to 29c. Were to 25c. Were to 75c. Were

Women's Ribbed Juveniles' Gar- Women's Bloom- Women
Vests, with plain ments.girls' and ers of superior ers: mei

and lace trimmed boys' ribbed viests. lisle thread, black look 1

yokes: all sizes to pants, shirts, and and white; in all black, ^

iargest.drawers, all stales. sizes.pink; all

|| lie Bargain Basement.Hints

feSJS' -Blouses
$ ' Values up to $1.00.

£ Lace and Embroidery
5 Dresses.last of various lots,
g some showing signs of han- {fakRv

dling. Values to $8.00, at a

| Wash Dresses,
g Values to S4.00. ^ | <Q)g y* J;ygH^ i

« Of film}- wash tissues in V Af I

g Dolly Varden and other sum-

I ...VI 6..» .- - - G »

riety.for early visitors.

A LisNER The Greater

The New Men's Shop i \
l G Street.Two Doors East of Eleventh. y

Trowser Seat "Sfaedfflker" l'ni0" Suiti>- 2
Standard at $1.00.New Men's Shop price. tx>c.

The ideal Athletic Union Suit for summer wear.of madras S
tnd nainsook, with woven Trowser Seat. Fitted with the Globe yPrnu'cpr Srit ( rntrh tlip "Shr/til-pr '

.. .t » .. 1.... * U. /

makes are weakest. Here the unyielding -eam> of ordinary gar- /
ments are replaced by an clastic gusset that makes binding or /
drawing impossible and adds 100 per cent more wear. , £The Globe Trowser Seat is a patented combination of com- £
fort, convenience and ease. It has a full, free opening, instantly 5
fastened bv a single button : and can never gap nor sag. £ 1

Dresses Worth to $15, fSifTi '

First time on Sale.Tomorrow Morning. {JT/ 0 (£)) V^J/ '

Materials.Ratine, in white and colors: voiles, in stripes; £
crepon and lawns, in plain and flowered effects. '

Styles.New long Russian tunics, draped, ruffled and £tiered. *
Sizes 34 to 44. >
Details.The pictures give an idea. You need to critical- £ly inspect these dresses to duly appreciate their beauty of de- '

tail. Have those you fancy tried on.and learn that no al- /
terations will be required. ^
fraiim Slorte.SIG M Silk ^Irirk M ?
Stan^d aT$r5o il),TO 'J Value~ StVM\

>i All-wool Cream Serge !t=E Of black taffeta silk, the J
i and Crepe Skirts, the new ij latest tunic and ruffled £I\ season's models. Samples j, models. Samples.limited <
]'.limited in quantity. in quantity./' il L f

i>4.95 $£95 $7,45 $13.951 '

Were $ho. Were $12. Were $14. Were $25. 5i ,

0T§r==. T" . .I
Untrimmed Hats and Trimmings. £The great reductions in prices of the trimmed hats here is

|| caused by the late vast purchase of the untrimmed. enabling-|i bargain prices for made-to-order hats. £
$3 Hats g<t))£ $5 Hats $7 Hatsi
All the new shades in all the wanted braids. The flowers, £

foliage and white quills and wings for trimming are 50c to Si, £
_
instead 0P75C to $1.75. £

ngerie at FSeaDlIy Reduced Prices \
Seen "Broken"' to Accommodate Patrons,$11.39 \

ricluding Tango Garments, Appenzell Motifs, the *'En Dishabille" ft
>, Underbodices. Princess Slips. Skeleton Skirts. "Fig Leaf" g
lired.were "broken" to accommodate visitors. Thus vou now ^
re than twice the prices asked. While the srreat collection is now 2

V
lile some of the garments are now "mussed ' instead of "spick and £

^ ^1
Underwear Hosiery ;

All the Famous Makes. <
..i -4. \ ^... r
cu <11 -nuuui j.W
" 17 an 19c aid'SHo3^ Values to 50c. £
to 8qc- Were to $1.75. £

i s Lisle Women's Vests, ^ yll Iff'0 n # (f° £
Suits.Kay- of glove silk, white. \>. >JJ (ylliiiM 4 /Ji c h e lieu. pink, and sky: « , c5
ais Royal plain and embroid- * allies to£

ered. ^m

Hurry.and find best of Silk- J
g ''^e -^'erccrzcf' Hose at t<)c, £3CoJ> filmy but reinforced at soles, £

to $1.50. Were to S2.7;. heels, toes and tops. Hose *

..
* standard at w are onlv 2jc. }

IS Bloom- Women's Best », c:iT. "Onvv" and *
censed to Silk Bloomers. At are --Ilk Un>x ana 5
Ike silk: Kavser's make: all Other famous makes. At TOC /
chite and sizes, in white and |j T,..>[I.,. if i
sizes. colors. are Pure Silk Knotair Hose, y

of Tomorrow's Best Bargains. \
211 it Dresses, \(wi IL Were t« S-r.co. '

$
Street r»r Porrh ^

flight and dark shades, some >
are daintily trimmed with em- /

Dressing Sacques*

Dressing Sacques of supe- /
rior quality lawn, low neck A
with flat collar, and with g
loose belt. Sizes to 44. J

v IPalais Royal gstreet I
1


