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Reminiscences of Memorab
Performances Here ThirtyFive

Years Ago.

It was more than thirty-live ye:
aao that Henry !. Ihivis. afterwa
United States attorney for the >istr
of Columbia. who was in Kurope
the time, impressed by the sensati
then being created by the meiodio
and satirical little r.ias: erpiece of <1
bert and Sullivan, secured and broug
t Washington the score of "Plnafon
\* the same time Miss Nannie Wai
daughter of the then distinguish

^
chief Justice of tin- Supreme Court
tlie United States, s- eur. and broug
over with her tin libretto. Both we
submitted to I'rof. H.. r\ c. Shermz
a leading mus this eity a

organist of St. .\i«»y>ius Koman Cath
lie Church, where also Mrs. Sherm,
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was the contralto soloist in its the
famous quartet.
So impressed with the novelty an

beauty of the operetta were they a
that hut little time was.lost in gathei
ing ami organizing a company of lau
irig amateurs of Washington to produc
it. This was during the fall and wir
ter months of 1S78.
The performance itself was given z

what was then known as Ford's Oper
House now called the Majestic), s
the intersection of Louisiana avenu
fdh and C streets northwest, the ever

» ing of January 23, 187!>, for tlie benef
of the Central Free Dispensary.
Third Performance in JThis Country

Sit was the third time the opera wa

presented in the United States.. an

the performance was a brilliant sue

cess. Even then, anticipating th
spectacular effects aimed at by tf
New York Hippodrome of the preset

i|e day. a nautical ballet was introduce
during the first act by Prof. Sheldoi
then a leading teacher of dancing, wh
naa n aaneea i»v ui ure vim

dren pupils of his school.
The cast for that performance ir
hided .Mrs. L. K. Camp, as Josephiiu

.Mrs. Henry C. Sherman, as Little Bui
tercup: Miss Lottie Swallow, as Cousi
He he: W. H. Daniels. as Captain Coi

us coram J. O. Hugh, as Ralph Ra«-kstra^
rd Howard S. Nyman as l>ick Deadey<
j(.t hid B. Hay. one of the most popula

men who ever lived in Washington, a
Sir Joseph Porter. K. C. B.: C. S. Heii

011 as Boatswain: Al. Elliott, as Boai
us swain's Mate, and Master Harry Jezet
ij_ son. son of Ralph Jeflerson. himself

t talented dramatic amateur, as midshir
.. mite.

e.

te. H. E. Davis' Invaluable Assistance
cd His thorough recollection, of th

lit he had seen it presented i
London enabled Mr. Davis to contribut

re
invaluable assistance in making a sue

m,
cess of the Washington production. II
acted as stage manager for the firs

l0" two performances, the second perform
an ance being given Saturday eveninj
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Lt
re* February 1. 1879, at Ford's Opera e'

House, and like its predecessor, for the j.
benefit of the Central Free Dispensary. T
Other presentations of the opera, were

T» given later at the National Theater, at
Lincoln Hall, on the site where the Jl* Strand Theater now stands: in Fred-

d erick. and In Annapolis, Md. Prof.
*- Harry~C. Sherman was the musical diierector for all but a few of the later
lc performances.

For the later performances some
11 changes were made in the cast also. At
d different times Miss Eva Mills, then a
i, brilliant soprano of Washington: Miss
io Sallie T. Ancona. Miss (Jeorgianna Mcl-Cann and Mrs. J. It. Fairlamb. wife of

Prof. Fairlamb, also a prominent local
i- musician and organist at the Assembly
»; Presbyterian Church, took the part of
L- Josephine. Mrs. Jeartnie P. True, the
ji part of Utile Buttercup, and E. C. Hoff,
r-j whe subsequently became the leading
r; tenor of the Boston Ideal Opera Coma;pany. the part of Ralph Rackstraw, while
tr famous .Thad K. Sailer became stage
is [manager and Dr. E. S. Kimball, musical

uirt-ciur. un one occasion. ior ine Denentil of the Potomac Boat Club. Dr. Kimball's
son, now Judge Edward B. Kimball of

a the Municipal Court, then participated,
and in the language of one of the re-
viewers of the day. was "as cute a mid-
shipmite as ever seen with any com-

». pariy." j j
ie Performances Never Surpassed. j
n There are those living today who will j;e contend thai thesevearly productions and jperformances of Gilbert and Sullivan's

"Pinafore" have never been surpassed,
even by the professionals. Be that as

». it niay, certainly no professional pre-
'
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entation of the opera in this oitv ever at
let with the cordial response of the in
ublic, or achieved a greater artistic and M
naneial success than those of Wash- F;
igton's splendid amateurs "many years K
go." Si
Prior to these performances of "Pinaire"a number.of presentations of other
peras were given by substantially the
ame organization here in the city, in £nnapolis. Frederick. Hagerstown and "

ther places.
Among the productions were that em- "jodiment of musical gems and humor- j
us farce, "Cox and Pox." one of the
arly compositions of Sir Arthur Sul- n<Ivan, itself an adaptation of the old
aree, "Box and Cox." well known to arhe amateurs of long ago. which was
rst produced in Washington at Ford's -n
tpera House May 7. 1S7N. the cast in- .,r
luding Jojm <j. Pugli. as Box: Samuel 'ra
r. Young, as Cox. and Howard Nvman. tj,
s Sergt. Bouncer, with Prof. Harry C. 0f
herman as musical director. It was \n
ollowetl by an English farce entitled m
The Rendezvous," the oast .including re
Tessrs. Xyman. Story, Hampson, Kim- lo
all and John R. Gisburne, with Misses di
-ippincott, Brady and Nellie McCarthy,
loth were very successful performnces. .

Dignitaries Sit in Top Gallery. ^
May 22 following "Cox and Box" was

epeated. with Offenbach's sparkling
pera, "The Rose of Auvergne." So
reat was the demand for seats on this l,j
ccaslon that James G. Blaine, then w

ecretary of State. with his family and fr
thers prominent in social circles, hav- d
ng deferred purchasing seats, were cu
bilged to sit in the top gallery, to form or
part of the enthusiastic and deghtedaudience that witnessed the per-

orinance. in tne casx of i ne nose 01

Luversrne"were Mrs. Harry C. Sher- Ci
inn and Messrs. Vugh and Young with jn
rof. Harry O. Sherman as musical
irector. Flotow's opera, "Martha," "

ad also been presented a number of kj
lines by the singers who have been
lentioned in addition to Miss Adelaide b*
Landall and S. W. Keen. P1
About the same period Prof. J. Item- w

igton Fairlamb also formed an to
mateur organization for the presenta- or,

ion of standard operas like "Bohemian tx<
rirl," "II Trovatore," "Faust" and one st
nil tied "Valerie," of which Prof, los
'airiamb himself was the composer, te
'hese performances were given usually w
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the National Theater, and the cas
eluded such well known singers
iss Eva Mills. Mrs. J. Remingt
iirlamb, Mrs. Sallie F. Ancona. Mi
aufFmann and Miss Eucas, with Een
mpson, S. W. Keen and Hernd
orsell in the cast.
Mr. Morsell subsequently, upon t
Ivice of the noted tenor. Tom Ka
icame a prominent and popular mei
?r of the Boston Ideals, alternate
ith Mr. Karl in leading tenor rob
e was also a member of the Kmr
bbott Opera Company and was lea
g tenor for a number of seasons wi
at popular prima donna. E. E. C?a
>, then a splendid basso and ch<
rector, was also identified with t
nateur organization.
Thus in the operatic world, as in t
irely dramatic realm, Washingtoi
nateurs have proved their right
iik with the best amateur organi2
ons of the world. Their work was r

the crude, sorry-it-came varie
it possessed a polish and finish tf
ade the performances somethi
ally to be desired by the amusemei
ving public, of the highest taste a
scernment.

DUTY ON CHESAPEAKE BAT

evenue Cutter Windom Reliei
Apache During Repairs to Lattei
I he revenue cutter W indoni, Fi
ieut. H. H. Camden commandii
hich arrived at Baltimore' Thursd
om Galveston, and which has be
signated to take the place of t
itter Apache in winter cruising w(
1 Chesapeake bay and its tributari
hile the Apache is undergoing repai
ill at once, take up her duties. Lie
imden was at the department Frid
conference with the heads of t

rvice regarding the work to be do
the Windoin.

rt will probably be a month or long
fore the work 011 the Apache is co
etod and in that time the Vv'ind<
ill cruise over Chesapeake bay rea
give aid to any of the many sm

aft in service on it that may be
[»ublc through stress of weath
randing or other causes. While t
ss of the vessels aided by the ci
r patrolling Chesapeake bay in t
inter season will not amount to mu
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