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RESOLUTIONS HIT
DISTRICT FINANGES

Four Measures Favored by the
House Committee Aimed at
Half-and-Half Plan.

CHAIRMAN JOHNSON
IS THE ARTHUR OF ALL

Drafted So That They Can Be Made
Amendments to Appropria-
- tiom Bill.

Tu anticipation of the attack on the
half-and-half plan, which has been
=cheduled during the debate on the
District appropriation bill, the Dis-
trict commitiee of the House today or-
dered favorable reports on four resolu-
tions of the flve which have been
drafted in such form that they can be
offered as amendments to the appropri-
ation bill.

The measures ordered out from the
committee today are simply new forms of
the old attempt to vitiate the half-and-
half principle of appropriation both by
repeal and by heaping on the tax burdens
in the District of Columbia. so that the
District shall force increased revenues to
s0 great extent thut it cna pay both
its own share of the expenses and the
share of the United States.

Bills Ordered Reported.

bills

The
Were:

1. “That all moneys appropriated for
the expenses of the government of the
District of Columbia shall be paid out
of the revenues of said District to the
extent that they are available, and the
balance shall be paid out of the money
in the Treasury of the United States
not otherwise appropriated, but the
amount to be paid from the Treasury
of the United States shall in no event
re as much as one-half of said ex-
penses.’”

2. “That hereafter all real estate in
The District of Columbia which is sub-
xition shall be annually listed
I se=sor Ior taxable purposes
instead of triennially, as heretofore,
and all lJaws are hereby repealed to the
exﬁ_;n} that they are in conflict here-
with.

ordered reported today

Provides Amendment.

2. To amend the act of 1903 by strik-
Ing out the words, "not less than two-
thirds of,” the effect of which would be
to force assessment on real estate at
full value.

4. To amend the same act further by
a change of wording which legalizes
and forces the assessment and taxation
of all personal property, tangible and
intangible, moneys, cash, credits, etc.

All these were bills prepared and in-
troduced late wyesterdany by Cha¥rman
Johnson, who had conferred during the
lay with Representative Prouty, whose
weapon of attack on the half-and-half
nlan was described in The Star of yes-
terday. The Prouty blll was not ordered
favorably reported today, but the ground
covered Is found in the Johnson bills.

Representative Winslow of Massa-

husetts, who voted against the bills with
Flepresentative Wallin of New York, said
e had been endeavoring to find through-
it the country the great outery against
tne half-and-half plan which has been
“oo vividly described in congressional
peeches at previous debates on District
nailers

“Whken T was at home recently,” said
‘iMr. Winslow, “I asked several men

lout this half-and-half plan, and three
f them were fellows who worked for

nily wages. They had never heard of
. and when I explained it to them
ithout coloring it they did not seem

» mind the fact that they Were bearing

portion of this mational expense.”

Says People Are Ignorant.

“The truth 1s, gentlemen,” said Rep-
esentative Prouty, “that the country
= in ignorance of the true state of af-
airs. People don't know generally
vt the government pays for half the
Vistrict’'s expenses.”

The subject matter in the bills is
~ell known to Washington, well
nown to Congress, and the committee
.iscussion today was reduced to the
inimum. The qguestion is one of ex-
rediency and tactics on the floor. The
vigtrict bkill is the pending businessa,
aving started late yesterday, and will
‘ontinue tomorrow. Today is calendar
Wednesday, and the Barnhart printing
3ill is the order of business.

FUNSTON'S NAME GOES IN

Nominated to Be Major General by
President Today—Other Ap-
pointments Made.

Fresident Wilson sent to the Senate
oday the following nominations:

Frederick Funston, brigadier general,
‘0 be major general

Col. Henry A. Greene, infantry, un-
w=rigned, to be brigadier general

Thomas B. Stuart of Honolulu, Ha-
waii, third judge of the circuit court
+f the first circuit of the territory of
Hawaii,

John D. Lynn of Rochester, N, Y,
western district of New York, United
itates attorney.

John A. Fain of Lawton,

nited States marshal,
rict of OKlahoma,

Ewing . Bland of Kansas City, Mo,

Okla.,
western dis-

nited States !:_‘-arshal, western dis-
rict ef Missouri.
-

SENATE PROPOSES INQUIRY,

Methods for Eradication of Cattle
Disease to Be Investigated.

Thie Senate today adopted a resolu-
ion providing for investigation of
he methods adopted by the Depart-

an

nent of Agriculture to eradicate the
wout and mouth disease. The resolution
ntroduced by Senator [‘omerene of
shio provides that the investigation
o made by the Senate agriculture
ominities, .

Charges of incompetency have been
gdged aguinst the bhureaua of animal
industry and led 1o the introduction
pf the resolution. Farmers in Ohio

are dissatisfied with the policy of plac-
‘ng quarantine on whole states and
rounties instead of placing gquarantine
nerely on infected herds.

WITH RANK OF VICEROY.

Baron Wimborne to Become Lard

Lieutenant of Ireland.

DUBLIN, December 9, via London,
La:56 pm.—The Freeman's Journal re-
prts that Baron Wimhorne probably
! succeed the Earl of Aberdeen,
Wjrd lieutenant of Ireland, early in the
&w year, when the office will be raised

the rank of viceroy.

There have Dbeen reports for some
time past that the Earl of Aberdeen
was about to resign as lord lieutenant
of Ireland. Lord Wimborne, referred
1o as hiy probable siccessor, is the son
of the Baron Wimborne who died
carly this year. He brought the win-
ning British polo team to America
ilast summer. -
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SAYS BATTLESHIPS
CONTROL THE SEA

Admiral Fletcher Tells House
Naval Committee Subma-
rines Do Not.

PLUNGERS EFFECTIVE
FOR HARBOR DEFENSE

Also Bothersome to Big Fighters.
U. S. Navy Would Fight
Out in Open.

The House naval committee today for
the first time in many years, conducted
in publie its hearings on the naval ap-
propriation bill.

Hear Admiral Fletcher, commander
of the Atlantic fleet, in & general state-
ment at the outset, defended the dread-
naught as the greatest weapon of naval
warfare.

“The European war has not demon-
strated,” =said Admiral Fletcher, “that
the battleship is any less valuable in
naval warfare than heretofore or that
It s not still the main factor in final-
Iy determining a conflict.

“The submarine undoubtedly is a
very valuable adjunct to a navy. The
defense against the submarine has not
yet heen finally developed. Eventual-
Iy a defense against the submarine will
be found., just as a defense was found
against the old-style spar-torpedo and
the automobile torpedo. One defense
against the submarine already develop-
ing is the airship.”

The admiral gave it as his opinion
that great naval battles would con-
tinue to he decided, in the main, by
battleships.

Submarine Effectiveness,

Admiral Fletcher further told the com-
mittee, however, that if England chose
to war with the United States it would
be entirely practical to send sub-
marines across the ocean to dart into
an American harbor and assall the
American fleet. It was, of course, a
supposititious case as to the practica-
bility of such a move, and the ad-
miral frankly stated that England had
a “nice litle supply station” to act as
a base of operatlons 700 miles away
from New York harbor, the British
island of Bermuda.

The naval commander was bombarded
with questions bearing upon the efficiency
of the American submarine fleet, the
effect of the scouting work of airships
upon the value of submarine operations
and a host of other matters as to pre-
paredness and naval policy. He said
the fact that an alrship could deter-
mine the presence of a submarine slight-
ly affected the value of the submarine.
The admiral asserted that he would
recommend as good policy the bullding
of more submarines for coast and har-
bor defense. He urged that an increases
of eight or ten submarines would be
sufficlent. He would not recommend a
radical increase, he explained, because
there was very rapid progress and
evolution in thelr development, and
“we do not want to build too many un-
der those circumstances.”

He emphatically asserted that the
real success of the navy must ulti-
mately rest with the dreadnaughts and
the battleship fleets generally.
“Considering the location of this
country,” asked Representative Bath-
rick of Ohio, “do you think that the
United States’ war poliey, if there
should be a war, should be to have the
navy operations largely on the de-
fensive?

* “Well,” replied Admiral Fletcher, “in
that event it would leave the enemy
free to @@rive you off the ocean and
block off #11 your commerce.”

Sea Control Not Affected.

Commander Fletcher also told the
committee that control of the seas was
not materially affected by the number
of submarines operated by a belliger-
ent, and that while Germany might
£ain some more advantage by a larger
number of submarines_to operate in the
North sea, the advantage would not ba
proportionate to the amount of the in-
crease in number.

Representative Roberts of Massa-
l'_hus.ens and others pressed Admiral
Fletcher us to the actual condition of
American ~ubmarines. He finally per-
mitted to go on record the statement
that there was but one submarine now
in actice first-class commission. Others
are being overnauled at the navy yards,
undergoing alterations by contractors
because of development of defects aft-
#r they had been put in commission, or,
for other reasons, not now really in
first-clasas readiness. About twelve suh-
marines, he sald, were undergoing an-

nual overhauling. All of the sub-
miirines, he added, should be in full
readiness and preparedness for first-

class active service “some time in Feb-
roary, and they will then be effective
weapons.” -
“How far off shore could a most mod-
ern battleship lie and effectively shell
one of our cities?" asked Representa-
tive Stephens of California.

“Off our coast,” answered the ad-
miral, “the effort wounld be to obstruct
our commerce. On the transatlantic
trade routes they could lie 100 or 200
miles off our shores.”

“Yes, hut 1 mean to bombard and
=hell one of our cities,” persisted Mr.
Stephens

“They could drop their shells at from
eight to twelve miles distance.™”
“Would & modern battleship attack
and bombard a elty from that distance
if it knew there were some submarines
there?”

No Gain by Bombardment.

“No. nor would they erdinarily, even
if it were known there were no sub-
marines. There is nothing to be gained
by bombarding a city unless occa-
sioned by the occupation of the city
by military forces and the presence of
forts, and in that case the forts should
defend the city itself without the
necesgity of recourse to the use of
submarines.”

“In case of the United States be-
coming engaged In a war do you
think it should be the policy of our
fleet to remuin in harbor?” asked Rep-
resentative Hobson of Alabama.

“No, I do not,” answered the ad-
miral, emphatically.

the United States Navy in event of war,
Admiral Fletcher reiterated that the
American warships should not remain
in harbor.

“The fleet,” he suggested, “could un-
der this polley remain but in one place.
If the fleet adopted a defensive policy
only and stayed in one port, the enemy
could strike our coast at any point, say
one 2,000 miles awav.

“The fleet mhould not be at any one
port, but should be out at sea and
#hould stay there. That policy would
prove the best defense for cur coast.”

“Do you think,” asked Representa-
tive Hobson, "“that the presence of
either a small or a large number of
submarines would have any material
effect on the contrcl of the sea?"

“The control of the sea would not be
materially affected,” replied the ad-
miral.

“If Germany had 500 submarines in-
stead of twenty-four or fifty, do you
think it would be much more effective
for Germany?"

“No, 1 doubt If it would be much
more effective.”

Battleships Control Sea.

Mr. Hobson asked if, as long as the
allies in Europe maintain the battle-
ship superiority so as to insure control
of the sea, it would be of practically
little consequence for Germany to have
many more submarines so far as the

effect on commerce is concerned. Ad-
miral Fletcher replied In the negative,
but mdded that the submarines could

-

Discussing the gquestion of policy of]

BIG ENGLISH COAST DEFENSE GUN CAPTURED BY THE GERMANS.

Y

AN

THIS GUN WAS PRIMARILY SHIFPED FROM ENGLAND, TO BE MOUNTED IN THE COAST DEFENSE OF ANTWERP. UNAVOIDABLE DELAYS CAUSED
THE BIG PROTECTOR TO REACH ANTWERP JUST IN TIME TO BE CAPTURED BY THE GERMANS.
NUMBER OF WHOM ARE SEEN EXAMINING THE BIG BORE OF THE COAST DEFENSE WEAPON, WHICH IS ABOUT FIFTY-NINE FEET IN LENGTH.

IT IS BEING USED BY THE GERMANS, A

nevertheless seriously obstruct _the!
enemy's battleships in their operations |
and could make the enemy’s ‘l'_oattle-
ships resort to a great deal of “incon-
reni e and disadvantage.”
"‘l:l\!:‘\i:!‘{;\s~1ess." insisted Mr., Hobson,
*“no German battleships ecan venture
into the sea so long as the haltle;s_h:ps
of another nation control the sea.
“That,” replied the admiral, “seems
to be the controlling factor in the
i tion.”

m'{'g}in. Wotherspoon must have been
nervous and excited’ when he wrote
that report,” remarked Chalrman Hay.
“Do you think these supplies are suf-
ficient?” asked Representative Kahn.
“I think we should get on hand thﬁ
amount projected as soon A8 poa_xsible.
replied the chieff of staff. He said that
at the present rate of appropriations
it would take about four years to com-
plete the projected supply.

“WWhat i our condition as to national
defense as compared with two, four or
six vears agzo?' asked Representative
McKenzie of Illinols. =

“Tt is constantly improving. -
“YWhat would you say as to the atti-
tude of Congress toward the national
defense? 1Has it been derelict In Its
duty as to supplving appropriations?”
“The condition of things is constantly
improving,” said the general.

“That is what T thought,” remarked
Representative MeKenzie. “It would
be a serious reflection not only on |
Congress, but on those who have had
charge of the executive branch of the
government, if that were not so.”

Military Information.

Brig. Gen. M. M. Macomb, president
of the Army War College, discussed
with the committee the appropriations
for the securing of military informa-
tion and the maintenance of military
attaches abroad.

Secretary of War Garrison may re-
view the bill with the committes be-
fore the measure is submitted to the
House. The Becretary has not yet ap-
peared to discuss this year’s appropria-
tions.

Gardner Is Determined
to Continue His Fight;
Gets Unexpected Support

Despite the reéfusal of the majority
members of the House rules committes
to grant his request for a hearing on
his resolution to direct a special in-
quiry into the military preparedness of
the TUnited States, Representative
Gardner of Massachusetts was deter-
mined today to continue his fight for

such an investigation, and support for
his idea came unexpectedly from Rep-
resentative Macdonald of Michigan,
who introduced another resolution in
the House today on the subject.
Representative Macdonald proposes to
submit to the people of the nation by
referendum three natlonal defense pol-
icies, following an investigation similar
to that proposed by Representative
Gardner of Massachusetts.

Representative Macdonald’s Plan.

The commission, under the Macdonald
plan, would submit recommendations
along three lines: First, the main-

tenance of the present polley with
an annual appropriation not ex-
ceeding 5uv per cent of the gov-
ernment expenditures, until an in-

ternational naval police may be formed
by agreement with the other great
powers, second, provisions for adequate
military and naval equipment to de-
fend the United States and its posses-
gions and to maintain the Monroe doc-
trine through the establishment of a
“pan-American naval pcolice,” in conjunc-
tion with all other American nuatlons;
third, provision for military and naval
strength sufficient to defend the United
States and its possessions, maintain
the Monroe doctrine and guarantee
the foreign commerce of the United
States with a fleet “equal or superior
to that of the strongest adversary
likely to challenge any foreign policy
of the United States.”

A second commission would be aun-
thorized to take charge of submitting
thesg three proposals to the people at
an advisory referendum and to report
the resulta of the referendum to Con-
gress.

Terms of Accepting Refusal.

In a letter which he sent to Repre-
sentative Henry, chairman of the com-
mittee, Mr. Gardner declared that he
would accept a refusal to grant a hear-
ing only from a meeting of the full
committee. i

His letter was in answer to one from
Chairman Henry advising that his proper
forum for a hearing was before the regu-
larly constituted committees of the House,
which were in dally session considering
matters pertaining to the military and
nuval strength of the country.

Members Must Go on Record.

“If you desire to pigeonhole my reso-
iution without a hearing,” Mr. Gard-
ner wrote Mr. Henry, “¥You undoubted-
1y have the vote to do o, but you must
first call a meeting of yYour committee,
and at that meeting Representative
Lenroot of Wisconsein will require you

all to go on record.”

The %enate military committee will
meet Friday to take up matters pend-
ing before it. Severzl bllls including
the Chamberlain nationzl defense
counecil measure, have been referred to
this committes.

FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE.

Co-Operation of All Promoters In-
vited by Perry Belmont.

Perry Belmont, a member of the ex-
ecutive council of the Army League of
the United States, has issued a plea
for the co-operation of national de-
fense societies. He mald:

“*The maultiplicity of organizations,
intended to promote national defense,
demonstrates the wideapread recogni-
tion of the fact of our unpreparedness,
and the need of improving our mili-
tary and naval establishments. The
oldest and most influential soclety is

the Navy League of the United States.
Some of the recently organized pa-

triotic socleties are the Natignal Se-
curity League, the National Remount
Assoclation, the National Reserve

founded two years ago. At a meet-
ing February 19, 1912, to organize the
National Remount Association, I of-
fered myself a suggestion for the for-
mation of the Army League, which
met with the outspoken approval of
Gen. Wood, Gen. Evana and other lead-
ing army officers.

“In all parts of the country similar
organizations are springing up with
great rapidity. While it has been
charged in some countries that such
movements were being promoted by
the sellers of war munitions, these or-
ganizations are spontaneous and are
supported by citizens whore motives
are patriotic and unselfish.

“In justice to their membership and in
order that the purposes of such leagues
can be effectively and economically
carried out, it is of the utmost im-
portance that there should be co-op-
eration and co-ordination. They
should merge their efforts into a na-
tional defense federation.”

REDFIELD OPPOSES
RENTED BUILDINGS

Wants Department of Com-
merce All Housed Under a
Single Roof.

Condemnation of the polley of the
Eovernment paying rent for bulldings
it occupies and pointing to the separa-
tion in rented bulldings of several bu-
reaus in his department as an exam-
ple of daily loss of money and effec-
tiveness, BSecretary Redfield of the
Commerce Department In his annual
report urges that money be Immedi-
ately appropriated for the construec-
tion, on land already purchased, of a
building which will houss all of the
bureaus of the department.

Of the building housing the bureau
of fisherles and the one in which the
coast and geodetic survey Is located
he Espeaks in particular, and he con-
demns the unhealthful conditions un-
der which tha employes of the coast
survey ara compslled to work, saying
the whole building plant "“is out of
date and discreditable to the govern-
ment,” and “would in private businass
cause the discharge of the superin-
tendent who allowed them long to con-
tinue.”

At Maximum of Expense.

Disgcussing the coast and geodetic
survey and the bureau of fisheries, Sec-
retary Redfield says:

“One Is near the Capitol and the
other on the Mall, both so placed as to
insure the maximum of expense in op-
eration and malntenance with the least
efficiency in results. Furthermore, the
buildings owned by the government in
which the coast and geodetic survey
and the bureau of fisheries are located
are ill adapted for thelr purposes. It
would be hard to find two buildings
worse suited for the uses to which
they are put than these. Important
work of the coast and geodetic survey
is conducted in what was an old stable,
and the invaluable plates and records
of the survey are in constant danger
from fire. Two small fires have already
occurred and would have resulted in
the destruction of the building if they
had not been early discovered by accl-
dent. The building occupied by the bu-
reau of fisheries was bullt as an arm-
ory for the militia of the District of
Columbia in 1856. In 1878 it was a
storehouse. In 1882 it was used for a
fish hatchery. It has long been out of
date. No private concern with an eye
to economical management would per-
mit the use of these buildings for
their respective purposes longer than
necessary for obtaining the funds to
replace them.

“] recommend that the proposed new
government building for tha Depart-
ment of Commerce be so planned that
it shall contain the coast and geodetls
survey and the administrative portion
of the bureau of fisheries.

Urges Modern Aquarinm.

“The bureau of figheries should be
provided with a modern aquarium,
suited alike for the educatlion of the
public and the carrying on of the sci-
entific work of the bureau. This should
be housed in a separate building, lo-
cated as near as practicable to the
proposed new bullding for the depart-
ment,

“Land has already been purchased
by the government for a bullding for
the Department of Commerce and it
would, In my Judgment, be eazsy to
revise the plans for the space intended
at the time the plans were made for
the bureaus since diverted into the
Department of Labor, 8o that the
building may receive, as above stated,
the filsheries and coast and geodetic
purvey, allowance at the same time
being made for the removal of the
bureau of corporations, which has been
merged into the federal trade com-
mission. In this connection 1 renew
my protest against the policy of pay-
ing rent to private partles for build-
inga for the public mervice, especially
when this requires the work of a great
department to be split into separate
parts at a greatly enhanced cost for
operation. t Is not good business
sense to pay through rentals to pri-
vate parties twice ns high a rate of
return on their Inveatments as that
which the government would pay for
money Iinvested In bulldings of its
own.”

France Recovers 1870 Flag.

PARIS, December 9.—The Emperor
of Russia has restored to France n
flag which since the war of 1870 had
been in German hands, until its recent

capture by the Russians during thel
invaslon of East Prussia. . £

Edward M. Chambers, jr., nineteen
years old, son of the late Patrolman
Chambers, dled at Crelin, Garrett
county, Md. He was struck by a lum-

Corps and the National Defense League,

ber truck and his skull was fractured.

WARVIVIDLY PICTURED
IN'MIDWEEK MAGAZINE

Star Has Had Ample Supply Print-
ed and People Can Obtain
All They Desire.

The second nmumber of The Evening
Btar's midweek war extra, a pictorial
magazine giving vivid plctures of the most
important events of the titanic conflict
that is wrecking Europe, is being sold
throughout the District and neighbor-
ing territory today.

The issue today is
the one last week,
favorable comment from every one
who saw a copy. The particularly
striking feature today is a double-page
illustration of the famouns painting of
a cavalry charge during the Franco-
Prusasian war of 1870-71, by Detallle,
then but twenty-two years old, who
had just won his first medal.

The demand for these art war extras
last week exceeded expectations, and
a supplementary order had to be rushed
through to provide a supply for those
who wished to order copies through
The EStar business office to preserve a
complete pictorial history of this
greatest war in history.

Provides Against Shortage.

To provide against any shortage this
week, The Star has had a much larger
number printed, and the public may
feel assured that they can get all thes
coples desired. They sare being sold
by the newsboys and the newsdealers
throughout the District. They can also
be had at The Star business office.

This pictorial magazine is printed by
the new Rotogravure process, giving a
beautiful sepia print tone which brings
out In nice detail all of the lights and
shades that mean 2o much in giving a
reallatic reproduction of such battle
scenes and destruction as are typical
of the war today.

This midweek extra of The Star
shows the commanding officers. Im-
partially, The Star will present the
heroes of all the armlies now in the
fleld. It also shows the wreck of bhat-
tlefields, the grinding of famous tem-
plee and art palaces to dust, the inti-
mate life of the refugees and the make-
ghifts of the men in the trenches. It
gives n near view of all the important
events and heart-interest sidelights on
this greatest war in history.

The First Dreadnaught.

even better than
which won such

The frontisplece is “The First
Dreadnaught,” Nelson's flagship, the
Victory, In Portsmouth harbor. The

naval alrship Parsival is seen fiying
over her and the periscope of a sub-
marine is just peeping out of the
water under her guns. A twelve-pound
gun of the British flagshlp is shown
in the foreground.

The rear cover Ia of particular news
Interest. It {llustrates a message re-
cently received by the American Red
Cross telling of the praise given by
Queen Mary of England to the work
of the Red Cross surgeons and nurses
as it had come under her personal ob-
servation at the American Woman's Hoge-
pital at Palgnton. This picture shows
the queen arriving at the hospital, where
she spoke to the 400 wounded British
soldiers who are being cared for by the
American women, many of them of high
social rank.

GEN. BEYERS, BOER REBEL
CHIEF, REPORTED KILLED

PRETORIA, via London, December
9 —The circumstances which led the
government to announce that Gen.
Christlan Beyers, the rebel leader,-had
been killed were made public here
today.

1t appears that during a sharp en-
gagement on the banks of the WVaal,
Beyers, with some others, endeavored
to croes the river. They were fired on,
and Beyers was seen to fall from his

horse. His body drifted down the
stream and then disappeared under
water. A search is being made for the
body.

Gen. Beyers was the only important
rebel leader still at large.

(GGen. Beyers formerly was comman:-
Ing general of the defense forces in
the union of South Africa, bul resign-
ed last September becauss of his dis-
approval of British actlon against the
Germans in Africa. He joined with
Gen. Christian de Wet in a rebellion,
but his forces met with several defeats.

Recently Gen. de Wet was captured
after a long pursuit by a Union con-
tingent.

GAY LIFE OF VIENNA
UNDER DAMPER OF WAR

VENICE, via London, December 9.—
Reports received from Austrian official
quarters admlt that 60,000 wounded
goldiers are now in the Vienna hos-
pitals, and that at least double that
number are slightly wounded or con-
valescent.

By order of the police all public re-
sorts in the Austrian capital are closed
at 1 o'clock, and no music is allowed
after midnight. The official order de-
clares that it is unseemly that the
residents of Vienna should be dancing
or otherwise amusing themselves by
night while the young manhood of the
nation is fighting at the front. The
municipal authorities have decided to
abandon the annual ball of the city of
Vienna, and 8o far no arrangements
have bean made for any large func-
tions, but ibly two or three will
be arranged for charitable purposes.

As the result of a cut on his chin last
Wednesday, Willlamm Rasmussen, aged
nins years, son of Charles Rasmussen,
died of lockjaw at a Baltimore hos-
PRERL =g B GRS ¢

BARON KATO'S REMARKS
CREATE INTEREST HERE

Statement That Japan Made No
Promise to Return Kiaochow to
China Attracts Officials.

The etatement by Baron Kato, the
Japanese foreign minister, in the dlet
vesterday, that Japan had made no prom-
ise to any country to return Kiacchow
to China attracts much interest in
official circles here and has caused a
general review of the various utterances
of a more or less official character on
the subject since Japan entered the war.

Secretary Bryan would not comment
today and referred inquirers to state-
ments already made.

When Japan delivered her ultimatuom
to Germany demanding the evacuation
of Kiaochow, the statement was pub-
lished that the territory would be re-
turned to China. That, it was later
pointed out, was upon the supposition
that Germany would comply with the
terms of the ultimatum and volunta-
rily turn over the territory. However,
as Japan was put to & general mill-

EMPHASIZES NE
OF ADDITIONAL AID

Force of Red Cross Surgeons
and Nurses in Europe Not
Sufficient.

STORY OF THE SUFFERING
TOLD BY ROBERT LANSING

Reports Made at Meeting of Relief
Board Shows Wide Scope of
Activities.

Surgeons and nurees, to the number
of 180 or more, have been sent by the
American National Red Cross for
active service in the war zones of
Europe, and many more are urgently
needed, declared Robert Lansing, coun-
selor of the State Department and
chalrman of the International rellief
board of the American National Red
Cross, at the annual meeting of the
American Red Cross in the ballroom
of the Shoreham Hotel this morning.

“Never since the creation of this
board,” said Mr. Lansing, “have calia
for active service been so many and so
far-reaching. For the first time, and
we may hope for the last time, the
misfortunes ‘'of war rather than those
of disasters have occupled most of its
activities.

“So great are the numbers of wound-
ed that there are constantly bsing re-
celved reports of tha need of vast quan-
tities of surgical and hospital supplies.
To theass needs the Red Cross is re-
sponding as promptly as possible. It is
a satisfaction, amid =0 much misery
and distress, to know that through the
medium of the Red Cross, and with the
spirit of neutrality and humanity, we
are enabled to aid in the rellef of the
untold sufferings caused by this world-
wide tragedy.”

Synopsis of Reports.

At this morning’s session the report
of the central committee, of which
Maj. Gen. George W. Davis is chair-
man, was presented, the report con-
sisting of a genseral review of the
Year's activities of the American Red
Cross.

The report of the national relief
board, which is usually read by Ernest
P. Bicknell, director of the Ameri-
can Red Cross, was presented by 5.
Poulterer Morris, director of the
mountain divieion, owing to the fact
that Mr. Bicknell is now in Europe,
having been loened by the Red Cross
to the Rockefeller Foundation for tem-
porary famine rellef work in Europe.

The report was a synopsis of thse war
and general relief work of the organ-
ization in Mexico. Miss Fannie F,
Cl L, intendent of the

tary campaign to get ol of
Kiaochow, one contention was, In the
Japanese mind, that the original pledge
was not binding.

Not Seeking Expansion, Says Okuma

After the entry of Japan into the
war, Count Okuma, the premier, in
reply to an inquiry, announced that
Japan had mno Intention of securing
territorial extension as a result of the
war. Kiaochow was not specifically
mentioned in that statement, although
it might have been inferred that it
was included.

The Japanese embassy here, however,
never made any formal statement to
Secretary Bryan that Japan would re-
turn Kiaochow to China, salthough it
is said to be possible that some such
impression may have been conveyed in
conversation by a member of the em-
bassy staff, but nowhere, it i sald
now, was there any formal pledge to
that effect.

Subject Still Undetermined.

It may be stated authoritatively that
whila Japan has not formally under-
taken to surrender Kiaochow, she has
by no means officially committed her-
self to its retention; the whole subject
of the disposition of the former German
possessions in Aria and Australasia is
still under consideration and unde-
termined.

Practically, it has been decided that
those guestions must await the end of
the war for their answer, because to
diplomatists that would not only m=eem
to be prudent in view of the uncer-
tain issue of the hostilities, but for
the further reason that Japan realizes
that her allies may properly claim a
volece in determining the future of
those possessions. The fact that Great
Britain participated actively with her
troops and ships in the captura of
Kiaochow is referred to as supporting
that position.

ADJUDGED A TRAITOR
DEATH AWAITS AHLERS

LONDON, December 4:53
Nicholas Ahlers, former German consul
in Sunderland borough, was today con-
victed by the Durham assizes of high
treason and sentened to death.

The grand jury of the Durham assizes
returned a true bill sgalnst Nicholas
Ahlers on a charge of high treason
early In November. According to the
indictment Mr. Ahlers was naturalized
is 1905. After the declaration of war
he engaged in helping German reservista
to leave IEngland for Germany.

EARL ANNESLEY SHOT
WITH AIR COMPANION

LONDOY, December 5.—Earl Annes-
ley and his companion, Lieut. Beevor,
who disappeared early last month
after starting on an aeroplane flight
to the continent, have both been killed
by Germans. Countess Annesley has
been notified that the men were shot
November 5 while flying over Ostend.

9,

pm.—

Francis Annesley, sixth Earl of An-
nesley, was born in 1884. The ancestral
homes of the Annesleys are at Castle-
wellan and ¥Fonald Lodge, in the
County Down, Ireland. The earl had
no children. Walter Beresford An-
nesley, a cousin, will succeed to the
earldom.
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President Poincare Reaches Paris.

PARIS, December 9, 3:10 p.m.—Presi-
dent Poincare and Premler Vivianl ar-
rived In Paris todsy from Bordeaux.
Foreign Minister Delcasste and members
of the diplomatic corps were to follow
them later in the day.

School Decoration to Be Described.

Work being done by the League for
the Decoration of Public Schools is to
be described to the board of education
at its meeting at the Franklin build-
ing this afternoon by representatives

of the league. They are to address the
board on Invitation of Bupt. Ernest L.

L Thurston.

»

Croas’ town and country nursing serv-
ice, told of the work of the branch of
the organization.

Dr. P. P. Jacobs, In a Peport on the
Red Cross Christmmas seals, told how
the sale of these little stickers—re-
ceipts from the sale of which are used
in the warfare against tuberculosis—
began as a fad, but soon developed into
a big and important phase of the or-
ganization's work.

The annual sale of Christmas seals,
Dr. Jacobs said, was not valuable only
because of the money it brought in for
the campaign against the great white
plague, but for its educational assist-
ance in awakening the public as to the
spread of the disease and best
methods for combating it. Dr. Jacobs
asserted that in the seven years the
seals have been sold nearly $2,000,000
has been real for tuberculosis

work.
Belgian Relief Work.

Robert W. de Forest, vice president
of the American Red Cross, who pre-
slded at this morning’s session, read
the report of the Belglan relief com-
mittee and told what American men
and women, through the agency of the
Red Cross, have done to relieve the in-
describably horrible conditions exist-
ing In Beigium as the result of thes
war. Transportation of American refu-
gees from the European war zones was
described by James L. Wilmeth.

President Wilson, ex-officio president
of the American Red Cross, presided
at the session this afternoon, at which
Misa Mabel T. Boardman presented a
paper on the Red Cross and the Eu-
ropean war. In the course of her ad-
dress Miss Boardman declared that
“humanity is appealing for aid from
80 many directions, and the needs of
extended charitable and philanthropic
movements in organization work are
so urgent, the scope of the society,
broad as it is, should be enlarged.”

The work of the Red Cross commis-
sion to China was described by Lieut.
Col. William L. Sibert, Corps of Engi-
neers, U. 8. A.,, who was a member of
the commission sent at the request of
the Chinese government to devise a
plan whereby great areas of that
country might be safeguarded from
disastrous inundations, which are of
annual occurrence.

Tells of the Christmas Ship.

Mrs. William K. Draper, secretary of
the New York state board of the Amer-
fcan Red Croas, described the war re-
lief work and the packing and shipping
of surgical, medical and other supplies
from the Bush terminal, in Brooklyn.
In her address Mrs. Draper told of the
Christmas ship Jason, which carrled a
huge cargo of clothing and Christmas
remembrances to the war widows and
war orphans of Europe.

Red Cross relief work at the time
of the disastrous Balem fire was de-
scribed by Christian Lantz.

Other reports and addresses read st

the afterncon session were the report
of the bureau of medical service and
the first ald department, read by M.?}
Robert UJ. Patterson, Medical Corps, U.
§. A.; the Red Cross nursing service,
presented by Miss Jane A. Delano, and a
paper on the pattern department, read
by Mra. William Crozier. The after-
noon session is to conclude with the
annual electicn of officers and mem-
bers of the central commitiss.
Miss Boardman Is to receive the del-
egates and others attending the annual
meeting at her home, 15801 P street
northwest, at 9 o'clock this evening.

On Sale at Trust Company.

Red Cross Christmas seals have been
placed on sale at the American Sa-
curity and Trust Company this year, as
in former years. BSale of the seals is
in charge of the following: Mondays,
Mrs. Huntington Jackson; Tuesdays,
Mrs. James Mitchell; Wedneadays, Mrs.
Willlam Slater; Thursdays, Mrs. Read
Johnson and Miss Van Buren; Fridaya,
Mrs. George Howard; SBaturdays, Mrs.

Frederick EKeep.
The sale is to continue daily until

Christmas.

' No Nobel Peace Prize
in This Year of War
LONDON, December g.—
It is officially announced
that the parliamentary Nobel
committee has resolved not
to sit this year for the dis-
tribution of the peace prize,
says a Reuter’s Telegram
Company dispatch from
Christiania, Norway.

COMMUTERS FILE
VICOROUS PROTEST

Metropolitan Branch Patrons
Declare Increased Rates
Are Unreasonable.

DECLARE DESOLATION
WILL FOLLOW IN WAKE

Property Depreciation Is Set Forth
in Petition Asking I. C. C. to
Intervene.

Vivid pictures of the desolation which
1t is cloimed would follow in the wake
of Increased commutation rates on the
Metropolitan branch of the Baltimore
and Ohio railroad are painted in a ViE-
orous protest against thes proposed
rates, which are to become effective
December 21, filed with the interstate
commerce commission today in the way
of a formal complaint by the Metropoli-
tan Branch Commuters' Asociation. The
complaint was drawn up by the execu-
tive committes of the organization, and
is signed by L. Cabell Willlamson,
chairman, and J. G. Gurley, secretary.
The complaint seeks suspension of the
rates pending hearing and investiga-
tion.

Numerons tables worked out by the
committees of the association showing
the increases and percentage of In-
crease at the various stations along the
Metropolitan branch are filed as a part
of the complaint, which is also accom-
panled, as an exhibit, by an editorial
from The Star.

First characterizing the proposed
rates as “nunreasonable and excessive™
the petition then calls particular at-
tention to *“‘the canceling of the quar-
terly (180-trip) ticket, which has been
In use on sald Metropolitan branch
for more than twenty-flve years. This
form of ticket is used by practically
all the commuters on the Metropoiitan
branch, and is, it is submitted, the
logical and proper basis for compari-
son with any new commuitation rates’™

Then follows a compilation of the old
and new rates, showing the Increases
from each station in the event the
rates become effective, and the per-
centages of increase, which from one
station is as high as 100 per cent.

Increase 36 to 100 Per Cent.

“Jt im respectfully submitted,” =ave_
the petition, “that such increases in
commutation rates, ranging, as they
do, from 26 to 100 per cent, are on
their face so extraordinary and radi-
cal as to suggest at once the pro-
pristy of suspending their taking ef-
fect until careful investigation can be
made with respect to thelr reasona-
bleness.

*“In the commutation rate case, de-
cided June 21, 1911, the commission
said, in to sanction certain
changes in commutation rates:

“*Such increases per month as thess
certainly reguire a definits explana-
tion on the part of the carrier'

“Yet, the average percentage of in-
crease proposed for the Metropolitan
branch, as set forth above, is ma-
terially greater than the average in
the case just mentioned. In view of
this fact, and in view of the proposed

ratea for the Metropolitan branch,
which speak for themselw surely it
would not be reasonable a equitable

to permit the new tariff schedule to
become effective without giving the
persons who would be affected thereby
an opportunity to be heard.

“The situation of the commuters
whom your petitioner represents
typical of many uting umni-
ties. For many years these commuters
have been bullding up communities
along the Metropolitan branch. Few
of them enjoy more than very mod-
erate incomes, and many are paying
for their homes by degrees.

5 considerable portion, it may be
added, are employed in the government
departments in Washington. The Bal-
timore and Ohio Rallroad Company
voluntarily offered certaln inducements
to people to settle along this branch
of their 1ine, chief among which, per-
haps, was a schedule of reasonable
commutation and family tickets.

Property Values Depreciated.

*“With the passage of time, there has
come to be a feeling of stabillty with
respect to rallroad conditions slong the
Metropolitan branch, without which the
various suburban and commutation
communities could not have developed
The property values along the road
have been, and are now, dependent in
no small measure on the passenger
rates, especlally on thosa for commu-
ters, and the same is true to an appre-
clable extent of such values in many
parts of Montgomery couuly not served
directly by the Metropolitan branch.

Then the complaint calls attention 1o
the curtailment of service offered Ly
the roads, such as right to check bag-
gage free on commutation tickets,
abolishment of school tickets, and re-
quiring school children to use the regu-
lar tickets, and, several weeks ago,
the withdrawal of the privilege of free
transportation for marketing, fro-
ceries, ice, and many other comnmodi-
ties, “at considerable additional ex-
pense to the patrons of the Metropoli-
tan branch.”

At this point the petitioners call at-
tention to the depopulation and loss of
property values wllélli-ch will sure follow
an increase in ra

“If the rates proposed by the Balti-
more and Ohio Railroad Company are
permitted to become operative, it n'u
evident that there will speedily follow
gradual end steadily increasing loss of
population within the commuting sone.
with consequent injurious effect on
schoola, churches, business ioterests
and community life in general; serious
depreciation of property values; and,
finally, reduction in train service.
Your petitioner has every reason to be-
lieve, and does belleve, that the fore-
going view of the effects that would
follow the proposed change in rates
is that generally entertained by the
residents along the Metropolitan
branch, and the people of Montgomery
county as a whole.”

Protests Excursion Abolishment.

A good part of the petition is given
over to the protest sgainst the abol-
ishment of the two-day excursion
ticket from :tations between Wash-
ington Junction and Rockville to
Washington, D. C. At those statlons
where it is proposed to abolish the
two-day excursion there I8 no trolley
competition, according to the com-
plaint.

To allow the proposed increases to
become effective, says the complaint,
in concluding, “would work injury to
the commuters and other patrons of
said Metropolitan branch, Many resi-
dents along the road, especially those
renting property, would abandon their
resid ¥y T of increased cost
of travel and of uncertainty as to
future conditions, and the same consld-
erations would deter others from seek-
ing homes along the branch., More-
over, properiy owners, fearing that
conditions might s worse, in-
gtead of better, would be influenced
toward disposing of thelr holdings,
even at a sacrifice.

“The commuters and other patrons of
the Metropolitan branch of the Balti-
more and Ohio railroad represented by
your petitioner are without remedy or
redress for the injury that they will
suffer with respect to their incomes
and property if the proposed increased
passenger rates are permitted to be-
rome effective, unless your honorable
commissi intervene in thelr behalf ™

e o o el B e e

-

A



