
RESOLUTIONS HIT
OlSTRjCTFINANCES

Four Measures Favored by the
House Committee Aimed at

Half-and-Half Plan.

CHAIRMAN JOHNSON
IS THE ARTHUR OF ALL

Drafted So That They Can Be Made
Amendments to Appropria

tion Bill.

111 anticipation or tne attacK on tne

half-and-half plan, which has been
scheduled during the debate on the
District appropriation bill, the Districtcommittee of the House today orderedfavorable reports on four resolutionsof the five which have been
drafted in such form that they can be
offered as amendments to the appropriationbill.
The measures ordered out from the

committee today are simply new forms of
the old attempt to vitiate the half-andhalfprinciple of appropriation both by
repeal and by heaping on the tax burdens
in the District of Columbia, so that the
District shall force increased revenues to
so great an extent that it cna pay both
its own share of the expenses and the
share of the United States.

Bills Ordered Reported.
The bills ordered reported today

were:
1. "That all moneys appropriated for

the expenses of the government of the
District of Columbia shall be paid out
of the revenues of said District to the
extent that they are available, and the
balance shall be paid out of the money
In the Trensnrv of the I'niterl Stntoo
not otherwise appropriated, but the
amount to be paid from the Treasury
of the United States shall in no event
be as much as one-half of said expenses."

2. "That hereafter all real estate in
the District of Columbia which is subjectto taxation shall be annually listed
by the assessor for taxable purposes
instead of trienniallv. as heretofore,and all laws are hereby repealed to the
extent that they are in conflict herewith."

Provides Amendment.
S. To amend the act of 1903 by striking:out the words, "not less than twothirdsof," the effect of which would be

to force assessment on real estate at
full value.

4. To amend the same act further by
a change of wording which legalizes
and forces the assessment and taxation
of all personal property, tangible and
intangible, moneys, cash, credits, etc.

All these were bills prepared and introducedlate yesterday by Chairman
Johnson, who had conferred during the
Jay with Representative Prouty, whose
weapon of attack on the half-and-half
plan was described in The Star of yesterday.The Prouty bill was not ordered
favorably reported today, but the ground
covered is found in the Johnson bills.
Representative Winslow of Massahlispfts.vhn vntoH n inot +1^* v»nic

Representative Wallin of New York, said
i-e had been endeavoring: to find throughoutthe country the great outcry against
the half-and-half plan which has been
-o vividly described in congressionalpeeches at previous debates on District
natters:
"When I was at home recently," said

MMr. Winslow, "I asked several men
'out this half-and-half plan, and three

f them were fellows who worked for
niiy wages. They had never heard of
and when I explained it to them

.thout coloring it they did not seem
1 mind the fact that they were bearingportion of this national expense."

Says People Are Ignorant.
The truth Is, gentlemen," said Rep*sentativeProutv, "that the country

s in Ignorance of the true state of afairs.People don't know generally
iat the government pays for half the
istrict's expenses."
The subject matter in the bills is
ell known to Washington, well
nown to Congress, and the committee
.iscussion today was reduced to the
linimum. The question is one of expediencyand tactics on the floor. The
nstrict bill is the pending business,
iaving started late yesterday, and will
ontinue tomorrow. Today is calendar
vVednesday, and the Barnhart printingjill is the order of business.

FUNSTON'S NAME GOES IN
Nominated to Be Major General by

President Today.OtherAppointmentsMade.

President Wilson sent to the Senate
-.©day the following nominations:
Frederick Funston, brigadier general,

:o be major general.
Col. Henry A. Greene, infantry, untsfigned.to be brigadier general.
Thomas B. Stuart of Honolulu, Hawaii,third judge of the circuit court
A the first circuit of the territory of
Hawaii.
John D. Lynn of Rochester, X. Y.f

western district of New York, United
states attorney.
John A. Fain of Lawton, Okla.,

..mted States marshal, western disrictof Oklahoma.
Ewing C. Bland of Kansas City, Mo.,
nited States marshal, western disrictof Missouri.

SENATE PROPOSES INQUIRY.

Methods for Eradication of Cattle
Disease to Be Investigated.

Tlte Senate today adopted a resoluionproviding for an investigation of
he methods adopted by the Departmentof Agriculture to eradicate the
oot and mouth disease. The resolution
ntroduced by Senator i'omerene of
jbio provides that the investigation
>e made by the Seriate agriculture
.omrnittee.
Charges of incompetency have been
odged against the bureau of animal
industry and led to the introduction
Df the resolution. Farmers In Ohio
=ire dissatisfied with the policy of placingquarantine on whole states and
ounties instead of placing quarantine
merely on infected herds.

WITH RANK OF VICEROY.

Baron Wimborne to Become Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland.

DUBLIN. December 9, via London,
p.m..The Freeman's Journal reportsthat Baron Wimborne probably

vjil succeed the Earl of Aberdeen,
4rd lieutenant of Ireland, early in the
aew year, when the office will be raised
k> the rank of viceroy.

There have been reports for some
time past that the Earl of Aberdeen
was about to resign as lord lieutenant
of Ireland. Lord Wimborne, referred
to as his probable successor, is the son
of the Baron Wimborne who died
early this year. He brought the winningBritish polo team to America
last summer #
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SAYS BATTLESHIPS
CONTROLJHE SEA

Admiral Fletcher Tells Houst
Naval Committee SubmarinesDo Not.

PLUNGERS EFFECTIVE
FOR HARBOR DEFENSE

Also Bothersome to Big Fighters
U. S. Navy Would Fight

Out in Open.

The House naval committee today for
the first time in many years, conducted
in public its hearings on the naval appropriationbill.
Rear Admiral Fletcher, commandei

of the Atlantic fleet, in a general statementat the outset, defended the dreadnaughtas the greatest weapon of naval

"The European war has not demonstrated,"said Admiral Fletcher, "that
the battleship is any less valuable in
naval warfare than heretofore or that
it is not still the main factor in finallydetermining: a conflict.
"The submarine undoubtedly is a

very valuable adjunct to a navy. The
defense against the submarine has not
yet been Anally developed. Eventuallya defense against the submarine will
be found, just as a defense was found
against the old-style spar-torpedo and
the automobile torpedo. One defense
against the submarine already developingis the airship."
The admiral gave it as his opinion

that great naval battles would continueto be decided, in the main, by
battleships.

Submarine Effectiveness.
Admiral Fletcher further told the committee,however, that if England chose

to war with the United States it would
be entirely practical to send submarinesacross the ocean to dart intc
an American harbor and assail the
American fleet. It was, of course, a
supposititious case as to the practicabilityof such a move, and the admiralfrankly stated that England had
a. nnjc iitie suppiy station" to act as
a has© of operations 700 miles awayfrom New York harbor, the British
island of Bermuda.
The naval commander was bombarded

with questions bearing upon the efficiencyof the American submarine fleet. th<
effect of the scouting work of airships
upon the value of submarine operationsand a host of other matters as to preparednessand naval policy. He said
the fact that an airship could determinethe presence of a submarine slightlyaffected the value of the submarine.
The admiral asserted that he would

recommend as good policy the building
of more submarines for coast and harbordefense. He urged that an increase
of eight or ten submarines would be
sufficient. He would not recommend a
radical increase, he explained, because
there was very rapid progress and
evolution in their development, and
"we do not want to build too many underthose circumstances."
He emphatically asserted that the

real success of the navy must ultimatelyrest with the dreadnaughts and
the battleship fleets generally.
"Considering the location of this

country," asked Representative Bathrickof Ohio, "do you think that the
United States' war policy, if there
should be a war, should be to have the
navy operations largely on the defensive?"

"Well," replied Admiral Fletcher, "in
that event it would leave the enemyfree to iflrive you off the ocean and
block off Ull your commerce."

Sea Control Not Affected.
Commander Fletcher also told the

committee that control of the seas was
not materially affected by the number
of submarines operated by a belligerent,and that while Germany might
gain some more advantage by a larger
number of submarines.to operate in the
North sea, the advantage would not be
proportionate to the amount of the increasein number.
Representative Roberts of Massachusettsand others pressed Admiral

Fletcher as to the actual condition of
American submarines. He finally permittedto go on record the statement
that there wa.s but one submarine now
in actice first-class commission. Others
are being overhauled at the navy yards,undergoing alterations by contractors
because of development of defects afterthey had been put in commission, or,for other reasons, not now really in
first-class readiness. About twelve submarines,he said, were undergoing annualoverhauling. All of the submarines.he added, should be in full
readiness and preparedness for firstclassactive service "some time in February,and they will then be effective
weapons."
"How far off shore could a most modernbattleship lie and effectively shel

one of our cities?" asked RepresentativeStephens of California.
"Off our coast," answered the ad

rniral. "the effort would be to obstrud
our commerce. On the transatlanti<
trade routes they could lie 100 or 20(
miles off our shores."
"Yes, but 1 mean to bombard ant

shell one of our cities," persisted Mr
Stephens.
"They could drop their shells at fron

eight to twelve miles distance."
"Would a modern battleship attacl

and bombard a city from that distanc<
if it knew there were some submarines
there?"

No Gain by Bombardment.
"No. nor would they ordinarily, ever

if it were known there were no sub-
marines. There is nothing to be gainec
by bombarding* a city unless occasionedby the occupation of the citj
by military forces and the presence ol
forts, and in that case the forts should
defend the city itself without th«
necessity of recourse to the use o:
submarines."
"In case of the United States becomingengaged In a war do yot

think it should be the policy of oui
fleet to remain in harbor?" asked Rep
resentative Hobson of Alabama.
"No, I do not," answered the ad

miral, emphatically.
Discussing the question of policy o

the United States Navy in event of war
Admiral Fletcher reiterated that th<
American warships should not remaii
in harbor.
"The fleet." he suggested, "could un

der this policy remain but in one place
If the fleet adopted a defensive polic:
only and stayed in one port, the enem:
could strike our coast at any point, sa1
one 2,000 miles away.
"The fleet should not be at any on

port, but should be out at sea am
should stay there. That policy wouli
prove the best defense for our coast."
"Do you think," asked Represents

tive Hobson, "that the presence o
either a small or a large number o
submarines would have any materia
effect on the control of the sea?"
"The control of the sea would not b

materially affected," replied the ad
miral.
"If Germany had 500 submarines In

stead of twenty-four or fifty, do yo
think it would be much more effectiv
for Germany?"
"No, I doubt if it would be muc

more effective."

Battleships Control Sea.
Mr. Hobson asked if. as long as th

allies in Europe maintain the battle
ship superiority so as to insure contre
of the sea, it would be of practicall
little consequence for Germany to hav
many more submarines so far as th
effect on commerce Is ooncorned. Ad
miral Fletcher replied in the negative
but addqd that the submarines eoul

a,
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enemy's battleships in their operations J
and could make the enemy's battle- J
ships resort to a great deal of "incon'venience and disadvantage."|

I "Nevertheless." insisted Mr. Tlobson, J
"no dermnn battleships can venture
into the sea so long as the battleships
of another nation control the sea."
"That." replied the admiral, "seems

to be the controlling factor in the
situation."
"Gen. Wotherspoon must have been

'nervous and excited' when he wrote
that report," remarked Chairman Hay.
"Do you think these supplies are sufficient?"asked Representative Kahn.
"I think we should get on hand the

amount projected as soon as possible,"
I replied the chieff of staff. He said that

at the present rate of appropriations
it would take about four years to completethe projected supply.
"What is our condition as to national

defense as compared with two, four or
six years ago?" asked Representative
McKenzie of Illinois.

1 "It is constantly improving:."
"What would you say as to the attitudeof Congress toward the national

defense? Has it been derelict In its
duty as to supplying appropriations?"
"The condition of things is constantly

improving," said the general.
"That is what I thought," remarked

Representative McKenzie. "It would
be a serious reflection not only on

Congress, but on those who have had
charge of the executive branch of the
government, if that were not so."

Military Information.
Brig. Gen. M. M. Macomb, president

of the Army War College, discussed
with the committee the appropriations
for the securing of military informationand the maintenance of military
attaches abroad.
Secretary of War Garrison may reviewthe bill with the committee beforethe measure is submitted to the

House. The Secretary has not yet ap-
peared to discuss this year's appropria-
tions.

Gardner Is Determined
to Continue His Fight;
Gets Unexpected Support

Despite the refusal of the majority
members of the House rule9 committee
to grant his request for a hearing on

his resolution to direct a special inquiryinto the military preparedness of
the United States, Representative
Gardner of Massachusetts was determinedtoday to continue his fight for
such an investigation, and support for
his idea, came unexpectedly from RepresentativeMacdonald of Michigan,
who introduced another resolution in
the House today on the subject.
Representative Macdonald proposes to

submit to the people of the nation by
referendum three national defense policies,following an investigation similar
to that proposed by Representative
Gardner of Massachusetts.

Representative Macdonald's Plan.
The commission, under the Macdonald

plan, would submit recommendations
along three lines; First, the maintenanceof the present policy with
an annual appropriation not exceeding50 per cent of the governmentexpenditures, until an internationalnaval police may be formed
by agreement with the other great
powers; second, provisions for adequate
military and naval equipment to defendthe United States and its possessionsand to maintain the Monroe docitrine through the establishment of a

"pan-American naval police," in conjunctionwith all other American nations;
third, provision for military and naval

l strength sufficient to defend the United
States and its possessions, maintain

) the Monroe doctrine and guarantee
the foreign commerce of the United

1 States with a fleet "equal or superior
to that of the strongest adversary
likely to challenge any foreign policy

i of the United States."
A second commission would be aucthorized to take charge of submitting

» these three proposals to the people at

3 an advisory referendum and to report
the results of the referendum to Congress.

Terms of Accepting1 Refusal.
I

In a letter which he sent to Repre[sentative Henry, chairman of the com.mittee, Mr. Gardner declared that he
r would accept a refusal to grant a hearfing only from a meeting of the full

I committee.
, His letter was in answer to one from
Chairman Henry advising that his proper
forum for a hearing was before the regularlyconstituted committees of the House.
which were in daily session considering

l matters pertaining to the military and
r naval strength of the country.

Members Must Go on Record.
"i# to nieeonhole mv reso-

f* iution without a hearing-," Mr. (Jard.ner wrote Mr. Henry, "you undoubted6ly have the vote to do ro, but you must
1 first call a meeting of your committee,
. and at that meeting Representative
!. Lenroot of Wisconsin will require you
f all to go on record."
9 The Senate military committee will
9 meet Friday to take up matters pendingbefore it. Several bills including
e the Chamberlain national defense
i council measure, have been referred to
& this committee.

FOE NATIONAL DEFENSE.

i Co-Operation of All Promoters Ine
vited by Perry Belmont.

Perry Belmont, a member of the ex_ecutive council of the Army League of
u the United States, has issued a plea
e for the co-operation of national defensesocieties. He said:

"The multiplicity of organizations,
intended to promote national defense,
demonstrates the widespread recognietion of the fact of our unpreparedness,
and the need of improving our militaryand naval establishments. The
oldest and most influential society is
the Navy League of the United States.
Some of the recently organized paetriotic societies are the National SeI-curity League, the National Remount

I Association, the National Reserve
d | Corps and the National Defense League,

i COAST DEFENSE G
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FROM ENGLAND, TO BE MOUNTED
NTWERP JUST IN TIME TO BE CAP
AMINING THE BIG BORE OF THE C<

founded two years ago. At a meetingFebruary 19, 1912, to organize the
National Remount Association, I offeredmyself a suggestion for the formationof the Army League, which
met with the outspoken approval of
Gen. Wood, Gen. Evans and other leadingarmy officers.
"In all parts of the country similar

organizations are springing up with
great rapidity. While it has been
charged in some countries that such
movements were being promoted by
the sellers of war munitions, these organizationsare spontaneous and are
supported by citizens whose motives
are patriotic and unselfish.
"In justice to their membership and in

order that the purposes of such leagues
can be effectively and economically
carried out, it is of the utmost importancethat there should be co-operationand co-ordination. They
should merge their efforts into a nationaldefense federation."

HELD OPPOSES
RENTED BUILDINGS

Wants Department of CommerceAll Housed Under a

Single Roof.

Condemnation of the policy of the
government paying rent for buildings
it occupies and pointing to the separationin rented buildings of several bureausIn his department as an exampleof dally loss of money and effectiveness,Secretary Redfleld of the
Commerce Department in his annual
report urges that money be lmmedl-
ately appropriated for the construction,on land already purchased, of a

building which will house all of the
bureaus of the department.
Of the building: housing: the bureau

of fisheries and the one in which the
coast and geodetic survey is located
he speaks in particular, and he condemnsthe unhealthful conditions underwhich the employes of the coast
survey are compelled to work, saying
the whole building plant "is out of
date and discreditable to the government,"and "would in private business
cause the discharge of the superintendentwho allowed them long to continue."

At Maximum of Expense.
Discussing the coast and geodetic

survey and the bureau of fisheries, SecretaryRedfield says:
"One is near the Capitol and the

other on the Mall, both so placed as to
insure the maximum of expense In operationand maintenance with the least
efficiency in results. Furthermore, the
buildings owned by the government in
which the coast and geodetic survey
and the bureau of fisheries are located
are ill adapted for their purposes. It
would be hard to find two buildings
worse suited for the uses to which
they are put than these. Important
work of the coast and geodetic survey
is conducted in what was an old stable,
and the invaluable plates and records
of the survey are in constant danger
from fire. Two small fires have already
occurred and would have resulted in
the destruction of the building if they
had not been early discovered by accident.The building occupied by the bureauof fisheries was built as an armoryfor the militia of the District of
Columbia in 1856. In 1878 it was a

storehouse. In 1882 it was used for a
fish hatchery. It has long been out of
date. No private concern with an eye
to economical management would permitthe use of these buildings for
their respective purposes longer than
necessary for obtaining the funds to
replace them.
"I recommend that the proposed new

government building for the Departmentof Commerce be so planned that
it shall contain the coast and geodetic
survey and the administrative portion
nf tVir. hiirftan nf fiRhpri*»H

Urges Modern Aquarium.
"The bureau of fisheries should be

provided with a modern aquarium,
suited alike for the education of the
public and the carrying- on of the scientificwork of the bureau. This should
be housed in a separate building, locatedas near as practicable to the
proposed new building for the department.
"Land has already been purchased

by the government for a building for
the Department of Commerce and it
would, in my judgment, be easy to
revise the plans for the space intended
at the time the plans were made for
the bureaus since diverted into the
Department of Labor, so that the
building may receive, as above stated,
the fisheries and coast and geodetic
survey, allowance at the same time
being made for the removal of the
bureau of corporations, which has been
merged into the federal trade commission.In this connection I renew
my protest against the policy of payingrent to private parties for buildingsfor the public service, especially
when this requires the work of a great
department to be split into separate
parts at a greatly enhanced cost for
operation. It is not good business
sense to pay through rentals to privateparties twice as high a rate of
return on their investments as that
which the government would pay for
money invested in buildings of its
own."

France Eecovers 1870 Flag.
PARIS, December 9..The Emperor

of Russia has restored to France a
flag which since the war of 1870 had
been in German hands, until its recent
capture by the Russians during their
invasion of East Prussia.

Edward M. Chambers, jr., nineteen
years old, son of the late Patrolman
Chambers, died at Crelin, Garrett
county, Md. He was struck by a lumbertruck and his ekull was fractured.
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WAR VIVIDLY PICTURED I
IN MIDWEEK MAGAZINE

Star Has Had Ample Supply Print- i
ed and People Can Obtain

All They Desire.

The second number of The Evening
Star's midweek war extra, a pictor^l J
magazine giving vivid pictures of the most 3
important events of the titanic conflict i
that is wrecking Europe, is being sold t
throughout the District and neighbor- c

ing territory today. t
The issue today is even better than <

the one last week, which won such t
favorable comment from every one

who saw a copy. The particularly t
striking feature today is a double-page r

illustration of the famous painting of
a cavalry charge during the Franco- t
Prussian war of 1870-71, by Detaille, c

then but twenty-two years old, who 1
had just won his first medal. t
The demand for these art war extras j

last week exceeded expectations, ana ^
a supplementary order had to be rushed
through to provide a supply for those T

who wished to order copies through i

The Star business office to preserve a j
complete pictorial history of this |
greatest war in history.

Provides Against Shortage.
To provide against any shortage this 1

week, The Star has had a much larger
number printed, and the public may
feel assured that they can get all the
copies desired. They are being sold
by the newsboys and the newsdealers
throughout the District. They can also
be had at The Star business office.
This pictorial magazine is printed by

the new Rotogravure process, giving a
beautiful sepia print tone which brings
out in nice detail all of the lights and
shades that mean so much in giving a
realistic reproduction of such battle
scenes and destruction as are typical
of the war today.
This midweek extra of The Star

shows the commanding officers. Impartially,The Star will present the
heroes of all the armies now in the
field. It also shows the wreck of battlefields,the grinding of famous templesand art palaces to dust, the intimatelife of the refugees and the makeshiftsof the men in the trenches. It
gives a near view of all the important
events and heart-interest sidelights on ,

this greatest war in history.
The First Dreadnaught. l

The frontispiece is "The First *

Dreadnaught," Nelson's flagship, the

Victory, in Portsmouth harbor. The *

naval airship Parsival is seen flying \
ViA nori aorinA n f a Rill).

marine Is just peeping out of the t
water under her guns. A twelve-pound 1

gun of the British flagship is shown c

in the foreground. t
The rear cover is of particular news t

interest. It illustrates a message re- t
cently received by the American Red t
Cross telling of the praise given by ^

Queen Mary of England to the work t
of the Red Cross surgeons and nurses I
as it had come under her personal ob- t
8©rvation at the American Woman's Hos- I
pital at Paignton. This picture shows t
the queen arriving at the hospital, where
she spoke to the 400 wounded British
soldiers who are being cared for by the
American women, many of them of high
social rank. I

GEN. BEYERS, BOER REBEL
CHIEF, REPORTED KILLED
PRETORIA, via London, December

9..The circumstances which led the
government to announce that Gen. j
Christian Beyers, the rebel leader,-had j
been killed were made public here

^
today.

It appears that during a sharp en-
*

gagement on the banks of the Vaal,
Beyers, with some others, endeavored
to cross the river. They were fired on, r

and Beyers was seen to fall from his j
horse. His body drifted down the c
stream and then disappeared under
water. A search is being made for the *
bod y. j
Gen. Beyers was the only important

rebel leader still at large. 1

Gen. Beyers formerly was commandinggeneral of the defense forces in
the union of South Africa, but resign- I
ed last September because of his disapprovalof British action against the
Germans in Africa. He joined with
Gen. Christian de Wet in a rebellion,
but his forces met with several defeats.
Recently Gen. de Wet was captured 1

after a long pursuit by a Union con- ^
IWlQOilV. c

GAY LIFE OF VIENNA \
UNDER DAMPER OF WAR

VENICE,via London, December 9..
Reports received from Austrian official 1

quarters admit that 60,000 wounded *

soldiers are now in the Vienna hos- ^
pitals, and that at least double that i

number are slightly wounded or con- i

valescent.
By order of the police all public resortsin the Austrian capital are closed

at 1 o'clock, and no music is allowed
after midnight. The official order declaresthat it Is unseemly that the c

residents of Vienna should be dancing 1

or otherwise amusing themselves by *

night while the young manhood of the c

nation is fighting at the front. The t
municipal authorities have decided to
abandon the annual ball of the city of
Vienna, and so far no arrangements »

have been made for any large functions,but possibly two or three will
be arranged for charitable purposes. *

1

As the result of a cut on his chin last *

Wednesday, William Rasmusscn, aged i
nine years, son of Charles Rasmussen,
died of lockjaw at a Baltimore hos- l
pitaL
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CREATE INTEREST HERE
Statement That Japan Made No
Promise to Return Kiaochow to

China Attracts Officials.

The statement by Baron Kato, the
rapanese foreign minister, in the diet
resterday, that Japan had made no promseto any country to return Kiaochow
o China attracts much interest in
>fficial circles here and has caused a

general review of the various utterances
>f a more or less official character on
he subject since Japan entered the war.
Secretary Bryan would not comment

oday and referred inquirers to statenentsalready made.
When Japan delivered her ultimatum
o Germany demanding the ev&ouatlon
>f Kiaochow, the statement was pubishedthat the territory would be reurnedto China. That, it was later
jointed out, was upon the supposition
hat Germany would comply with the
;erms of the ultimatum and voluntarilyturn over the territory. However,
is Japan was put to a general miliarycampaign to get possession of
Kiaochow, one contention was, in the
rapanese mind, that the original pledge
vas not binding.
Not Seeking Expansion, Says Okuma
After the entry of Japan into the

svar, Count Okuma, the premier, in
*eply to an inquiry, announced that
Japan had no Intention of securing
erritorial extension as a result of the
uvar. Kiaochow was not specifically
nentioned in that statement, although
t might have been inferred that it
vas included.
The Japanese embassy here, however,

lever made any formal statement to
Secretary Bryan that Japan would re:urnKiaochow to China, although it
3 said to be possible that some such
mpression may have been conveyed in
conversation by a member of the embassystaff, but nowhere, it is said
tow, was there any formal pledge to
:hat effect.

Subject Still Undetermined.
It may be stated authoritatively that

*'hlle Japan has not formally under:akento surrender Kiaochow, she has
>y no means officially committed herselfto its retention; the whole subject
>f the disposition of the former German
possessions in Asia and Australasia is

ill under consideration and undermined.
Practically, it has been decided that
hose questions must await the end of
he war for their answer, because to
liplomatists that would not only seem
o be prudent in view of the uncerainissue of the hostilities, but for
lie further reason that Japan realizes
hat her allies may properly claim a
,-oice in determining- the future of
hose possessions. The fact that Great
Britain participated actively with her
roops and ships in the capture of
Ciaochow is referred to as supporting
hat position.

ADJUDGED A TRAITOR,
nriTii a11f 1 ita nil rm

UtAIH AWAII5 AHLhKS
LONDON', December 9, 4:52 p.m..

Nicholas Ahlers, former German consul
n Sunderland borough, was today convictedby the Durham assizes of high
reason and sentened to death.

The grand jury of the Durham assizes
eturned a true bill against Nicholas
Thiers on a charge of high treason

:arly in November. According to the
ndictment Mr. Ahlers was naturalized
s 1905. After the declaration of war

le engaged in helping German reservists
o leave England for Germans'.

EARL ANNESLEY SHOT
WITH AIR COMPANION

LONDON, December 9..Earl Anneseyand his companion, Lieut. Beevor,
vho disappeared early last month
ifter starting on an aeroplane flight
r» thA nnntinent. have both been killed
>y Oermans. Countess Annealey has
teen notified that the men were shot
November 5 while flying over Ostend.

Francis Annesley, sixth Earl of Antesley,was born in 18S4. The ancestral
tomes of the Annesleys are at Castleveilanand Fonald Lodge. In the
lounty Down. Ireland. The earl had
to children. Walter Beresford Anlesley.a cousin, will succeed to the
mrldom.

President Poincare Peaches Paris.
PABIS, December 9, 3:10 p.m..PresiientPoincare and Premier Vivian! arivedin Paris today from Bordeaux,

foreign Minister Delcasse and members
if the diplomatic corps were to follow
hem later in the day.

School Decoration to Be Described.
Work being done by the League for

:he Decoratio'n of Public Schools Is to
se described to the board of education
it its meeting at the Franklin buildngthis afternoon by representatives
:,f the league. They are to address the
>oard on invitation of Supt. Ernest L.
rhurston.

P

EMPHASIZES NEED
OF ADDITIONAL AID

Force of Red Cross Surgeons
and Nurses in Europe Not

Sufficient.

STORY OF THE SUFFERING
TOLD BY ROBERT LANSING

Beports Hade at Meeting of Belief
Board Shows Wide Scope of

Activities.

Surgeons and nurses. to the number
of 180 or more, have been sent by the
American National Red Cross for
active service in the war zones of
Europe, and many more are urgently
needed, declared Robert Lansing:, counselorof the State Department and
chairman of the International relief
board of the American National Red
Cross, at the annual meeting of the
American Red Cross in the ballroom
of the Shoreham Hotel this morning.
"Never since the creation of this

board," said Mr. Lansing, "have calls
for active service been so many and so

far-reaching. For the first time, and
we may hope for the last time, the
misfortunes of war rather than those
of disasters have occupied most of its
activities.
"So great are the numbers of woundedthat there are constantly being receivedreports of the need of vast quantitiesof surgical and hospital supplies.

To these needs the Red Cross is respondingas promptly as possible. It is
a satisfaction, amid so much misery
and distress, to know that through the
medium of the Red Cross, and with the
spirit of neutrality and humanity, we
are enabled to aid in the relief of the
untold sufferings caused by this worldwidetragedy."

Synopsis of Reports.
At this morning's session the report

of the central committee, of which
Maj. Gen. George W. Davis is chairman,was presented, the report consistingof a general review of the
year's activities of the American Red
Cross.
The report of the national relief

board, which is usually read by Ernest
P. Bicknell, director of the AmericanRed Cross, was presented by S.
Poulterer Morris, director of the
mountain division, owing to the fact
that Mr. Bicknell is now in Europe,
having been loaned by the Red Cross
to the Rockefeller Foundation for temporaryfamine relief work in Europe.
The report was a synopsis of the war

and general relief work of the organizationIn Mexico. Miss Fannie F.
Clement, superintendent of the Red
Cross* town and country nursing service,told of the work of the branch of
the organization.
Dr. P. P. Jacobs, In a report on the

Red Cross Christmas seals, told how
the sale of these little 6tickers.receiptsfrom the sale of which are UBed
in the warfare against tuberculosis.
hacr^n on a fa^ V-.il, baar i ri a
uvgau ao c*. i.uu, uut BVUii UC'Ciwycu lUfcV

a big and important phase of the organization'swork.
The annual sale of Christmas seals.

Dr. Jacobs 6aid, was not valuable only
because of the money it brought in for
the campaign against the great white
plague, but for its educational assistancein awakening the public as to the
spread of the disease and the best
methods for combating it. Dr. Jacobs
asserted that in the seven years the
seals have been sold nearly $2,000,000
has been realized for tuberculosis
work.

Belgian Belief Work.
Robert W. de Forest, vice president

of the American Red Cross, who presidedat this morning's session, read
the report of the Belgian relief committeeand told what American men
and women, through the agency of the
rtea cross, nave none \o relieve tne indescribablyhorrible conditions existingin Belgium as the result of the
war. Transportation of American refugeesfrom the European war zones was
described by James L. Wilmeth.
President Wilson, ex-officio president

of the American Red Cross, presided
at the session this afternoon, at which
Mi6s Mabel T. Boardman presented a
paper on the Red Cross and the Europeanwar. In the course of her addressMiss Boardman declared that
"humanity Is appealing for aid from
so many directions, and the needs of
extended charitable and philanthropic
movements in organization work are
so urgent, the scope of the society,
broad as It is, should be enlarged."
The work of the Red Cross commissionto China was described by Lieut.

Col. William L. Sibert. Corps of Engineers,U. S. A., who was a member of
the commission sent at the request of
the Chinese government to devise a
plan whereby great areas of that
country might be safeguarded from
disastrous Inundations, which are oX
annual occurrence.

Tells of the Christmas Ship.
Mrs. William K. Draper, secretary of

the New York state board of the AmericanRed Cross, described the war reliefwork and the packing and shipping
of surgical, medical and other supplies
from the Bush terminal, in Brooklyn.
In her address Mrs. Draper told of the
Christmas ship Jason, which carried a

huge cargo of clothing and Christmas
remembrances to the war widows and
war orphans of Europe.
Red Cross relief work at the time

of the disastrous Salem fire was describedby Christian Lantz.
Other reports and addresses read at

the afternoon session were the report
of the bureau of medical service and
the first aid department, read by Maj.
Robert U. Patterson, Medical Corps, U.
S. A.; the Red Cross nursing service,
nresented bv Miss Jane A. Delano, and a

paper on the pattern department, read
by Mrs. William Crozier. The afternoonsession is to conclude with the
annual election of officers and membersof the central committee.
Miss Boardman is to receive the delegatesand others attending the annual

meeting at her home, 1801 P street
northwest, at 9 o'clock this evening.

On Sale at Trust Company.
Red Cross Christmas seals have been

placed on sale at the American Securityand Trust Company this year, as

in former years. Sale of the seals is
in charge of the following: Mondays,
Mrs. Huntington Jackson; Tuesdays,
Mrs. James Mitchell; Wednesdays, Mrs.
William Slater; Thursdays, Mrs. Read
Johnson and Miss Van Buren; Fridays,
Mrs. George Howard; Saturdays, Mrs.
Frederick Keep.
The sale is to continue daily until

Christmas.

No Nobel Peace Prize
in This Year of War

LONDON, December 9..
It is officially announced
that the parliamentary Nobel
committee has resolved not
to sit this year for the distributionof the peace prize,
says a Reuter's Telegram
Company dispatch from
Christ!ania, Norway.

COMMUTERS FILE
VIGOROUSPROTEST

Metropolitan Branch Patrons
Declare Increased Rates

Are Unreasonable.

DECLARE DESOLATION
WILL FOLLOW IN WAKE

Property Depreciation Is Set Forth
in Petition Asking I. C. C. to

Intervene.

Vivid pictures of the desolation which
it Is claimed would follow In the wake
of increased commutation rates on the
Metropolitan branch of the Baltimore
and Ohio railroad are painted In a vigorousprotest against the proposed
rates, which are to become effective
December 21, filed with the interstate
commerce commission today in the way
of a formal complaint by the MetropolitanBranch Commuters' Asociatlon. The
complaint was drawn up by the executivecommittee of the organisation, and
is signed by L. Cabell Williamson,
chairman, and J. O. Gurley, secretary.
The complaint seeks suspension of ths

rates pending hearing and investigation.
Numerous tables worked out by the

committees of the association showing
the increases and percentage of increaseat the various stations along the
Metropolitan branch are filed as a part
of the complaint, which is also accompanied.as an exhibit, by an editorial
from The Star.
First characterizing the proposed

rates as "unreasonable and excessive."
the petition then calls particular at-

^
tention to "the canceling of the quarterly(180-trip) ticket, which has been
in use on said Metropolitan branch
for more than twenty-five years. This
form of ticket is used by practically ,

all the commuters on the Metropolitan
branch, and is, it is submitted, the
logical and proper basis for comparisonwith any new commutation rates."
Then follows a compilation of the old

and new rates, showing the increases
from each station in the event the
rates become effective, and the percentagesof increase, which from one
station is as high as 100 per cent.

Increase 36 to 1O0 Per Cent.
"It is respectfully submitted," says,

the petition, "that such increases in

commutation rates, ranging, as they
>1/* fi*Am 'fi tn 1 AA n&r />«nt or* nn

their face bo extraordinary and radicalas to suggest at once the proprietyof suspending their taking effectuntil careful investigation can be
made with respect to their reasonableness.
"In the commutation rate case, decidedJune 21, 1911, the commission

said, in refusing to sanction certain
changes in commutation rates:
" 'Such Increases per month as these

certainly require a definite expl&na.tion on the part of the carrier.*
"Yet, the average percentage of increaseproposed for the Metropolitan

branch, as set forth above, is ma-
terially greater than the average in
the case Just mentioned. In view of
this fact, and in view of the proposed
rates for the Metropolitan branch,
which speak for themselves, surely it
would not be reasonable and equitable
to permit the new tariff schedule to
become effective without giving the
persons who would be affected thereby
an opportunity to be heard.
"The situation of the commuter*

whom your petitioner represents is
typical of many commuting communities.For many years these commuters
have been building up communities
along the Metropolitan branch. Few
VI II1CU1 CtljV> 1I1U. v j ,..uv

erate incomes, and many are paying
for their homes by degrees.
MA considerable portion. It may be

added, are employed in the government
departments in Washington. The Baltimoreand Ohio Railroad Company
voluntarily offered certain inducements
to people to settle along this branch
of their line, chief among which, perhaps,was a schedule of reasonable
commutation and family tickets.

Property Values Depreciated.
"With the passage of time, there has

come to be a feeling of stability with

respect to railroad conditions along the
Metropolitan branch, without which the
various suburban and* commutation
communities could not have developed.
The property values along the road
have been, and are now, dependent in
no small measure on the passenger
rates, especially on those for commuters,and the same is true to an appreciableextent of such values in many
parts of Montgomery county not served
directly by the Metropolitan branch."
Then the complaint calls attention to

the curtailment of service offered by
the roads, such as right to check baggagefree on commutation tickets,
abolishment of school tickets, and requiringschool children to use the regulartickets, and. several weeks ago,
the withdrawal of the privilege of free
transportation for marketing, froceries,ice, and many other commodities,"at considerable additional ex

- » V(«»rAnn1i.
pense to tne patrons v»*«j

tan branch."
At this point the petitioners call attentionto the depopulation and losa of

property values which will sure follow
an increase in rates.
"If the rates proposed by the Baltimoreand Ohio Railroad Company are

permitted to become operative, it in
evident that there will speedily follow
gradual and steadily increasing loss of

population within the commuting zone,
with consequent injurious effect on

schools, churches, business interests
and community life In general; serious
depreciation of property values; and,
finally, reduction in train service.
Your petitioner has every reason to believe,and does believe, that the foregoingview of the effects that would ,

follow the proposed change in rates
is that generally entertained by the
residents along the Metropolitan
branch, and the people of Montgomery
county as a whole."

Protests Excursion Abolishment.
A good part of the petition is given ,

over to the protest against the abolishmentof the two-day excursion
ticket from stations between WashingtonJunction and Rockville to

Washington, D. C. At those stations
where it is proposed to abolish the
two-day excursion there is no trolley
competition, according to the complaint.
To allow the proposed increases to

become effective, says the complaint,
in concluding, "would work injury to
the commuters and other patrons of
said Metropolitan branch. Many residentsalong the road, especially those
renting property, would abandon their
residences by reason of increased cost
of travel and of uncertainty as to
future conditions, and the same considerationswould deter others from seekinghomes along the branch. Moreover.property owners, fearing that
conditions might become worse, insteadof better, would be influenced
toward disposing of their holdings,
even at a sacrifice.
"The commuters and other patrons of

the Metropolitan branch of the Baltimoreand Ohio railroad represented by
your petitioner are without remedy or
redress for the injury that they will
suffer with respect to their incomes
and property if the proposed increased
passenger rates are permitted to be- « #

come effective, unless your honorable
commission intervene in their behalf."

A


