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BUILDING WARSHIPS
FOR COLD STORAGE

Representative Gardner So
Asserts in Assailing U. S.
Government’s Policy.

CONSTRUCTION OF FOUR
DREADNAUGHTS HIS PLEA

Urges House Naval Affairs Commit-
tee Not to Be Penny Wise and
Pound Foolish.

“Fhe demented policy of building
warships for cold storage,” is the de-
scription  applied  hy Representative
Gardner of Massachusetts, before the
naval affairs committee of the House
today in speaking of the American
raval progrime The Massachusetts re-
publican who is responsible for much
of the present agitation on the subject
of preparedness for war In this coun-
iry gave the naval committee a good
scoliling. his statement being prinei-
pially devoted to throwing the lime-
jight on some of the points brought
ot in testimony of naval officers and
Navy Brepartment officials:

“1 am here to ask you to appropriate
for the fu!l number of ships recom-
mended by the general board for this
vear' program four dreadnaughts.
Tion't he penny wise and pound fool-
ish,” he said “The country s going
1o watch us for a change.

Sorry Over Daniels’ Act.

“l1 am sorry to say that Secretary
Traniels in his recommendations to
Congress has cut the mnaval board's
buildini program for this vear almost
exactly in two. Moreover, some of you
gentlemen will take a further hack
at it if vour nerve holds out strong,
as 1 have no doubt that It will, and if
you are not outvoted.

“If vou gentlemen had permitted me
to present as witnesses a few Trecently
retired officers in a single day the
country would have learned of our
demented policy of buillding warships
for ‘-old storage,” because we are Loo
mean to vote crews for them. Out of
our thirty completed battleships, do
vou know that twelve of them are
uravailable without a long delay omn
account of our refusal to pay the bill
for menning them?

“Fighty fighting vessels of our modest
navy are not available for battle in an
¢mergency. Think of it, and yet you
talk about being prepared for war.

Cites Evidence for Proof.

*“1 charge that our navy is 15,000 en-
isted men short, and a further shortage
of 40,000 men is in sight. In support
of my charge I call to witness the evi-
dence of Assistant Secretary Franklin D.
Rooseveit of the Navy, and 1 also cite
the evidence of Rear Admiral Charles J.
Badger. Both of those men say that the
navy is 15,000 men short, not counting
the sailors needed for ships now building.
Rear Admiral Victor Blue estimates onur
navy 1o be short for war only 338 en-
Isted mern. Yet the general board which
has actually made our war eatl-
mates the enlisted force of the navy as
between 30,000 and 50,000 men short for
war.”

More Submarines Needed.

Representative Gardner tork up the
submarine subject and criticised the
Secretary of the Navy for recommend-
ing only eight when, according to Rep-
resentative Gardner, the country needs
at least a hundred for coast defense
alone. He also criticised the lack of
air craft, and then said:

“Rear Admiral Straus tells us that
all battleships which are in commis-
sion now or which will be in commis-
sion before the Nevada and the Okla-
homa are completed, ‘are equipped with
short-range torpedos which may be con-
sidered obsolete for the batus fieet.’

“However, the admiral cheers us up
with the glad tidings that in two years
we shall find the situation much re-
lieved.

War Vessels Obsolete.

“Two months since, ! could get in-
formation pretty freely down in the

Navy Department. 1 learned that a
very widespread bellef exists among
well informed officers that after fl.teen

Years service, rather than after twenty
Years' service, many lypes of wWar ves-
sels are us obsolete as a Homan
trireme. The same story was told this
committee Wednesday by Assistant
secretury Roosevelt. If =uch is the
cuse, a considerable number of our
#hips which still linger like ghosts
upen the navy list have, in reality, been
zathered to their fathers in their last
long sleep,

A vear ago Rear Admiral C. E. Vree-
land testified that we are third in the
1are and morcover that we are a
pretty bad third, for he said that we
should still be third in 1920 even if we
wdopled the bullding program of the
Reneral board.”

Gardner Praises Officers.

Representative Gardner praised the
vourage of Assistant Secretary Hoose-
velt, Capt. Yates Stirling, Rear Ad-
miral Fiske and Secretary Garrison and
#nid he hoped that by telling the truth
a= they had “they have not interfered
with their own prospects.”

Comparing the aircraft strength of

the foreign countries, he sald he didn't
wish to violate neutrality by lnentlnn-I

Germany and other nations by
me and he was willing to refer 1o
1he countries as Tommy Atkins (Eng-
land), Johnny Gapeaun (France), and
Hoch der Kaizer (Germany), and he did
not know how to refer teo Servla.
Chairman Padgett said there wus no
veutrality involved,

Alleges Shortage of Torpedoes.

liepresentative Gardner charged that
tihe navy had a serious shortage of tor-
pedoes. Chairman Padgett interrupted
say that the pending bill carries
= 1,000,000 for torpedoes to replace half
ol the older torpedoes that were up to
«ate when manufactured.

Representative Gardner countered
with a4 memorandum, prepared for him
byw Hear Admiral Straus, chief of the
11 ordnance, October 22,

“Rear Admiral Straus,” he said.
“told me that the navy ought to have
2,738 trwworpedoes; that when those ar-

to

ranged for are completed the pavy
would have 2.327 torpedoes, and that
il present there are no long-range

torpedoes except fifty-eight, which are
practically complete, and that 500 more
wre contracted for or else are being
built by the United States.”

Quotes From Memorandum.

Quoting from =« memorandum from
Admiral Fiske, Mr. Gardner said that
the submarines had altogether just sev-
cuty-eight tubes, the destroyers 3185, the
armored cruisers twenty-eight, the first-
line battleships Afty-two and the second-
T'ne battleship thirty-five, making 511
tubes altogether.

Mr. Gardner called attention to the
ofilcial report of Admiral Btraus that all
the battleships anterior to the Nevada
and the Oklahoma, which Mr. Gardner
«xpliined “meant every battleship afloat,”
are equipped with a short torpedo, which
may be considered obsolete for the bat-
tleships ™

Admiral Fiske Creates Sensation,

Rear Admiral Bradley A. Fiske, chietf
9l the bureau of operations of the Navy

-

Department. created the greatest ex-
citement yet observed in the present
hearings when he sald, yesterday after-
noon, the United States Navy could not
be prepared for war with a first-class
Europezn power in less than five years.
Admiral Fiske is a member of the gen-
eral navy board and a former president
of the Naval Institute. He sald the
floating forces of this country are de-
ficient in aircraft, mines, scout cruils-
ers, torpedo boat destrovers and sub-
marines,

Members of the committee were par-
ticulariyeinterested in Admiral Fiske's
views as to the possibility of foreign
aireraft dropping bombs upon Ameri-
ean cities. Hesponding to questions he
expressed the opinion that an attack-
ing fleet might begin sending its air-
ships on bomb-dropping flights over
New York from a range of 500 or 600
miles off the coast.

Says One Navy Excels in Gunnery.

One foreign navy, which was not
named, the admiral said was more effi-
cient than the American fleet in gun-
nery. This he declared, however, was
so only because the American marks-
men had not been given adequate op-

portunity for practice. In speaking of
the “highest state of efficiency,” the
officer explained that he had In mind
the state of a certain unnamed power
whose officers and men have imbred the
spirit of a military nation.

Admiral Fiske said the forts at each
end of the Panama canal would not be
sufficlen to protect It asm he figured
an enemy could place land troops with-
in a few miles of the canal and make
the defense of the canal a difficult
problem.

High Army Officers Confer
Secretly on State of Coast
Defenses of the Country

Headed by Assistant Secretary Breck-
inridge, a speclal board of army officers
of high rank has been in sesslon at the
War Department for several days con-
zidering the state of the coast defenses
of the country, and particularly the
military situation in the Canal Zone.
Necessarily the proceedings of the
board are secret, but it is expected
that evidences of thelr work will soon
be visible through recommendations
to Congress for funds to carry out and
develop certain plans for the Improve-
ment of the coast defenses, doubtless
based In some measure upon the re-
markable developments in the slege
operations in the existing war.

Beside Mr. Breckinridge the other

members of the board are Maj. Gen.
Leonard Wood, Brig. Gen. Willlam

DENIES ISSUANCE
OF ANULTIMATUR?

Gen. Bliss States He Sent No
Such Communication to
Mexican Forces.

EFFORT, HOWEVER, TO STOP
FIRING ACROSS U. S. LINE

Victory for Carramza in Tampico
District Reported—Fair Trial
for Iturbide Assured.

Brig. Gen. Bliss at Naco, Ariz., late
last night telegraphed Secretary Gar-
rison that published reports that he
had dellvered an ultimatum to Gen.
Maytorena were *“false in every par-
ticular.”

Secretary Garrison conferred with
President Wilson last night, giving
him the latest reports from Gen. Bliss.

The reporta showed that the condi-
tions had undergone no apparent change,
although there was little firing in evi-
dence. While the United States govern-
ment ia determined, if necessary, to open
fire on the two Mexican forces to compel
them to stop shooting into the state of
Arizona, it was learned that no decisive
action was planned, pending the efforts
of Brig. Gen. Hugh Scott, chief of staff

to Naco, to influence the two factions to
adjust the situation.

Carothers to Assist.

George C. Carothers, special agent of
the State Department, with Gen. Villa,
has been sent to Naco to joln his ef-
forts with those of Brig. Gen
Scott, who arrives there tomorrow, to
stop firing from the contending Mexi-
can factions into American territory.

Secretary Bryan has secured, through
the government of Gen. Gutierrez, as-
surances that Goy. Iturbide will have a
fair trial.

Reported Victory for Carranza.

Crozier, chief of ordnance: Bri T
D. €. Kingman, chief of engineers;
Brig. Gen. Erasmus M. Weaver, chief
of coast artillery; Col. Richmond P.
Davis, Coast Artillery Corps; Capt. |
Harry S. Knapp, 1. 8. N.;: Capt. Wil-
lam R. Shoemaker, U. 8. N., and Capt. '
Frank S. Cocheu of the general staff as
recorder. - 1
Maj. Gen. Willlam W. Wotherspoon,
recently retired as chief of staff, was
also present at the meeting. Brig. Gen.
Hugh L. Scott, chief of staff, and Col. |
George W. Goethals, also members of
the board, were unable to attend by
reason of absence from Washington,

HOUSING COMMISS!ON
FOR DISTRICT PLANNED

Amendment to Pending Appropria-
tion Bill Introduced by Senator
Works of Califormia.

A commission, to be known as the
housing commission of the District of
Columbia, to devize plans and means
for caring for the indigent, improvi-
dent and needy Is provided for in an
amendment to the pending District ap-
propriation bill, introduced in the Sen-
ate today by Senator Works of Cali-
fornia.

The amendment provides for the ap-
pointment of five persons by the Presi-
dent to serve on the housing commis-
sion, without compensation. The duty
of the commission will be to make in-
vestigations and report to the Presl-
dent, who shall transmit its report,
with his own recommendations, to Con-
ETess,

The matters to be investigated by
the commission are as follows:

Matters for Investigation.

First, a suitable location for a suffi-
cient number of model sanitary houses
for the accommodation of such persons
as should be cared for and under the

Becond, the kind and probable cost
of such houses as may be needed for
the proper housing and care of such
persons,

Third, the best means of rentin
otherwise providing such hous;sgfg:r-

persons able to make T8
therefor. i e
Fourth, the hest and most practicable
way of policing, superintending and
securing proper care and sanitation of
such houses, and the grounds provided
for the construction, and of improving
the moral and sanitary conditions of
the people Bo provided for.

CLYMER FOR YANKS.

If Farrell Retains Club Buffalo
Leader Will Manage Team.

Special Dispatch to The Star.

SCRANTON, Pa., December 18.—Mort-
imer Sullivan of the Elmira New York
State League team stated today that
“Wid™ Conroy, former Senator, who
managed Elmira and won the 1914 pen-
nant, has been granted permlission to
dicker with President Stein of Buffalo
for the management of the Internmational
League team In Buffalo,

Htein is of the opinlon that Billy Cly-
| mer, his present leader, will be named
| manager of the Yanks if Frank Farrel
| continues as owner and he desires to get
| Conroy, who s under a player's contract
| to Elmira, if he loses Clvmer. Clymer,
iwhn Is wintering here admits that he

has talked over the managerlal question
with Farrel.

MASKED MEN ROB JEWELER.

Two With Guns Steal $4,000 Worth

of Diamonds.

8T. LOUILS, Mo., December 18.—Two
masken men last night entered a jew-
elry store near Grand and Ollve streets,
the heart of the city, seized $4,000
worth of diamonds and, after exchang-
Ing a dozen shots with the proprietor
of the store, escaped.

The robbers entered the store with
leveled revolvers, and while one covered
George Garver, a salesman, the other
filled his pockets with diamonds and
jewelry. Two bulldogs In the gtore at-
tacked the men, but one bullet put both
dogs to flight. -

At the sound of the shot Henrv H.
Gerhardt, owner. started into the store
from a rear room, but another sghot
halted him behind a glass door. A
pistol duel followed, the robbers using
the salesman as a shleld and the store
owner firing from behind the door.

None of the shots took effect. The
robbers escaped, in spite of the fact
that the eeshe was two blocks from
several theaters and dance halls and
the streets were crowded.

—

Jurisdiction of L C. C. Questioned.

Argument on the point as to whether
the interstate commerce commission
has jurisdiction over Interurban elec-
tric lines will be begun before the com-
mission late this afternoon. The case
iffects electric railroads all over the
‘ountry which operate systems rTun-

& across state lines.

direction of the national government. |

Gen. Caballero, in command of the
Carranza forces in the Tampico dis-
trict, has defeated Gen. Carera, a Villa
commander, at Torres, south of Tam-
pico, according to a message from Vera
Cruz to the Carranza agency here. The

i dispatch says that Gen. Obregon is in

command of the troops in the vicinity
of Puebla, which place was reported
vesterday to have been evacuated by
the Carranza iroops. !

Gen. Lucio Blanco has been appointed
secretary of the interior by Provisional
President Gutierrez. says a report to
the State Department from Mexico
City. No minister of foreign affairs
has yet been named.

Gen. Cabral has left for the west
coast with 15,000 troops, according to
Canova's dispatch.

Evacuation of Puebla.

MEXICO CITY, December 17, via El
Paso, Tex.,, December 18.—Details of
the fall of the city of Puebla were re-
ceived here today. It was said that
after evacuating the place the Car-
ranza {orces made a stand to the north,
where they were defeated, losing many
men.

The Carranza troops retreated in
disorder toward the Interoceanic rafl-
road with the evident Intention of
making their way toward Vera Cruz.
The retreating forces burned freight
and passenger trains. The oll tanks
in the vicinity were emptied and set
an flre. Gens. Zapata, Arguemado and
Almazon are In command of the Villa
troops. They place their losses at
fifty killed and wounded.

GARDEN AND CANNING
GLUB AGENTS CONFER

Fifteen Women, Each Representing
a Southern State,
Meet Here.

Fifteen . woman agents having in
charge the promotion of garden and can-
ning club work throughout the south,
and each representing a southern state,
are today in conference session in the
office of farmers’ co-operative demonstra-
tion work of the Department of Agri-
culture.

Their meeting s an annual! “get-to-
gether” affair on the order of a teachers'
institute. The delegates discuss methods
of efficiency and varfous problems that
arise In connection with their special
work, and are giving particular attention
to the encouragement of diversity in the
products ralsed and preserved by girls
who live on farms.

Through the girls, by the way, their
mothers, the farmers' wives, also are
reached, to the consequent betterment
of life and livelihood on the farm.

33,240 Girls Enrolled.

The importance of the position these
state agents hold and the influence
they wield Is shown by the fact that
they directly supervise the work of

no less than 33,240 girls enrolled in the
various clubs. An indlcation of the
work already accomplished is the fact
that four years ago but two counties
in the state of Misslssippi had organ-
ized garden and canning club work;
the next year twelve counties had been
enrolled; the third year twenty-three,
and now there are thirty-five counties
which are being bettered by the work
which these state agents supervise.

OLD LANDMARK TO PASS
ON SCENE OF NEW PARK
Historic Brick Mansion on Meridian

Hill Will Give Way to Im-
provements.

Another old landmark has been con-
-demned as blocking the march of im-
provements and =oon will be nothing but
a memory. It is the historic old brick
mansion standing in dignified decay on
the brow of Meridian Hill, between 15th
and 16th streets, overlooking the original
city of Washington. It Is the last of
the structures to be removed from the
land purchased by the government in
that sectlon for conversion into Meridian
Hill Park. It is now without a tenant,
and Col. Harts, U. 8. A, in charge of
public buildings and grounds, says it is
beyond repair and is of no further use
to the government.

On his recommendation, Gen. King-
man, chief of engineers, has authorized
him to contract for the removal of the
building on the best terms he can ob-
tain for the materials. The proposed
improvement of Meridian HIll Park
will cover a long period of years. The
ground has been almost entirely cleared
and arrangements are being made for
the construction of a cement retaining
wall on the 16th street side, extending
from Florida avenue to Euclid street.
The high bluffs at that point are to be

-

made into terraces,

of the United States Army, now en route '

369 county agents, who, in turn, direct ;

TAFT AND HERRICK MEET

Former Executive Confers With
Possible Candidate for the
Presidency.

Former President Taft, who attended
the meeting of the Lincoln memortial
commission today, left Washington for
|Detroit immediately after the con-
clusion of the business of the commis-
sion. He wfll deliver an address in
Detroit before the New England So-
ciety there tomorrow night. He was
4 guest of W. J. Boardman at his resi-
dence here last night.

While there he had a long talk with
former Ambassador Myron T. Herrick,
but he denied that it was on political
questions. However, the meeting of
the two distinguished men Is regarded
as significant, in view of the fact that a
boom for the nomination of Herrick as
the republican candidate for the presi-
dency 1s well under way.

SIDDONS MAKES PLEA
FOR HALF-AND-HALF

Appears Before Senate Subcommittee

Opposing Change in Organic Act
‘Without Full Inquiry.

District Commissioner Siddons ap-
peared before the Senate subcommittee
of the appropriations committee In
charge of the Distriet appropriation
bill and strongly opposed any change
from the organlc act unless It was
preceded by a full investigation.

Commissioner Siddons urged that the
Johnson amendment to the pending
District blll, repealing the half-and-
half principle for appropriating for the
District as provided In the organic
act, be stricken from the bill

The subcommittee did not pass upon
the Johnson amendment today, but
members of the committee sald later
there was no doubt but what ‘the
amendment would be taken out of the

bill,
Each Item Discussed.

Engineer Commissioner Kutz was be-
fore the committes also. The hearing
of the Commiseloners, except for Mr.
Siddons' statement regarding the
Johnson amendment, wae a routine af-
fair.

They went over in detail the items in
the eatimates which the House left out
of the bl) or reduced, and asked the

Senate committee to follow the esti-
mates. The consideration of the bill
was not completed and the Commis-
sloners will be given further hearing.
It is expected that the subcommittee
will completa consideration of the bill
before Christmas.

Commissioner Newman is out of the
clty and could not appear this morning.

RIGHT TO MAKE DECISION.

State Roads Commission Upheld by
Maryland Court.

Special Dispatch to The Star.

ANNAPOLIS, Md., December 18—
Holding that the state roads commis-
gion is vested with the discretionary
power to determine what roads are
to be improved, under the state roads
svatem, Judge Brashears in the cir-
cuit court here today dismissed the bill
for an Injunction brought agzinst the
commigsion. The plaintiffs were Caleb
C. Magruder, clerk of the court of ap-
peals, and other taxpayers of Prince
FGeorges and Anne Arundel counties.

| The main contention of the plaintiffs
|was that under the original road law
of 1508 it was provided that the high-
way between Annapolis and Washing-
ton should be built over the course of
the "old stage road.”

PROSECUTION COMPLETES
ITS CASE AGAINST CLEARY

NEW CITY, N. Y., December 18.—The
prosecution today completed its case
against Willlam V. Cleary, town clerk of
Haverstraw, who is on trial in the su-
preme court here, charged with the mur-
der of his son-in-law, Eugene M. New-
man. The state produced eyewitnesses
to the killing, two of whom, on ecross-
examination, asserted that the actions
of the defendant prior to the shooting
were “strange and wild."

Frank Comesky, chief counsel for

Cleary, announced today that Cleary's
caughter, the widow of the victim,
would go on the witness stand to testify
in her father's behalf,

Two alfenists were in court, one to
testify for the state, the other for the
defense,

HUTCHING WILL CASE
DELAYED BY ARGUMENTS

Attorneys Address the Court on
Propriety of Question Asked
Trustee Dante.

Attorneys representing both sides in
the Stilson Hutchins will contest case, be-
fore Justice Anderson and a jury in
Probate Sourt, devoted the greater part
of today's session to argulng the ad-
missibility of questions framed in a cer-
tain manner. Willlam J. Dante, who
has been on the witness stand for one
week, was undergoing cross-examination
today, having completed his direct testl-
mony Yyesterday.

R. Ross Perry, counsel for Walter Stil-
son Hutchins and other caveatees, pre-
cipitated an argument when he asked
Mr. Dante a question framed as follows:

“On March 6, 1912, when Stilson
Hutchins said to you, “Pay the taxes,' if
he had said, instead of those words, ‘I
want all my property to go to my son,
Lee Hutchins,’ would you have consid-
ered that he was competent to give such
directlons, and would you have consid-
ered that he understood what he was
saying?"

Counsel for Lee Hutchins, caveator,
interposed objection to the question,
basing the objection on numerous
rulingas of District courts to the effect
that lay witnesses may only state con-
clusions or opinions when these are
based on actual knowledge or observa-
tion of matters that have occurred.

Before the argument was ended all
of the counsel on both sides had ad-
dressed the court at greater or less
iength, and the 12:30 o'clock recess
came before the court had ruled as to
the propriety of the question.

As the time of Justice Anderson's
court was occupied with a number of
lunacy proceedings during this after-
poon, further hearing of the Hutchins
case was postponed until tomorrow
morning.

NEGRO HOLDS UP DRIVER
TO GAIN COVETED MONEY

Walter Jackson the Victim—Two
Other Robberies Reported
to the Police.

Walter Jackson, 1702 Half street
gouthwest, was held up and robbed of
$5 last night at Half and Q streets
southwest about 9:30 o'clock by a col-
ored man.

Jackson, who was driving home in
his wagon, stopped to water his horse.
Just after Jackson started from the
trough the colored man entered his
wagon, pulled him partly from the seat
and took his money, according to
Jackson's story to the police.

"I know the man well, although I
do not know his name,” Jackson told
the police, “and was talking to him
Tuesday. When I saw him Tuesday he
told me I had plenty money and ought
to glve him some of it. Last night
when I saw him.” added Jackson, “I
had no idea that he was going to rob
me. There was another man with him,
but he took no part in the robbery.”

Henry Shoemaker, employed at the
northeast plant of the American Ice
Company, complained to the police of
the loss of a watch worth $80. He
said he left the watch on a window
sill at a restaurant and it disappeared.

Complaint of a robbery committed
at the house of Lillian Tyler, 1005 24
strest northeast, was made to the
police. Entrance was gained through
a kitchen window some time between
noon and 5 o'clock yesterday after-
noon, the house ransacked and %0
taken. No clue to the identity of the
burglar was obl.@.ined.

s ——

PLEADS FOR PROHIBITION,

Senator Sheppard Urges Constitu-
tional Amendment Resolution.

Senator Sheppard of Texas, co-author
of the resolution to submit to the
statea a constitutional amendment for
national prohibition, urged adoption of
the resolution in a speech in the Sen-
ate today. He directed his argument
against the objection raised to the
amendment that “it is an invasion of
the rights of the states, an interference
with thelir police powers,” and he main-
tained that three-fourths of the states
had a right to amend the Constitution
to affect all the states.

The issue will not come formally be-
fore the Senate until the Hobson reso-
lution has been passed on in the House.
Should the House defeat the Hobson
resolution, Senator Sheppard proposes
to press his resolution independently
and to force a vote In the Senate if
possible.
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Get All Three Numbers of
The Evening Star’s

War Pictorial

LIMITED NUMBER of the First and Sec-

ond numbers of The Evening Star War

Pictorial has been set aside for those who

wish to secure and keep complete sets of
these remarkable chapters in the great photo-
graphic history of the war.

Three numbers have now appeared, and may be pro-
cured from newsdealers all over Washington.
price is TEN CENTS each.
vour dealer is “sold out,” may be had by mail on re-

The
The two first numbers, if

This complete photographic history of the war is made
up of photographs taken at the front by the special war
two great London newspapers and
by the special camera men of all the great interna-
tional news-picture services.

The most important, the most graphic and narrative
photographs are selected, with a view to their present
and future historical interest, for reproduction by the
new Rotogravure process, in The Star’'s War Pictorial.

Your children and your children’s children will value
these pictures, if you now collect them in the weekly
issues of the War Pictorial.

Buy them. Keep them

Ask Your Newsdealer to Secure for You Complete
" Copies of The Star’s

War Pictorial

The Pick of the War Pictures

RAILWAYS GRANTED
INCREASED RATES

(Continued from First Page.)

carrifer’s revenue therefrom, and which
really resuited in substantial additions
to their earnings on that traffic.

Coal and Iron Ore Rates.

“3. Rates on anthracite coal and iron
ore, largely because they are before us
for review in other proceedings.

“4, Rates held b yunexpired orders
of the commission.”

The application of the eastern roads
for a rehearing of the rate case was
made September 15 last on the ground
that the European war and other stated
reasons had materially changed condi-
tions since the previous decision was
Eiven.

The petition for a rehearing stated
that it was made In behalf of 112 rail-
road companies, comprising thirtyv-five
railroad systems in "official classifica-
tion territory.”

Harlan's Dissenting Views.

Chairman Harlan, while agreeing that
the roads have established their needs
of additional net revenue, declared his
entire *“dissent from the course now
approved by the commission for per-
mitting the carriers to augment their
revenues,

“The original record contained no
evidence tending to prove that any of
the proposed increased rates affecting
trunk lines or New England territories
were just and reasonable, said he, “and
this deficlency in proof was not sup-
pli=d upon the further hearing.

“The record showed the financial con-
dition of the trunk-line carriers gener-
ally to be much more favorable

‘“We pointed out, however, in our
original report, the sources from which
the needed additional net income could
and should be obtained—namely, by
revision of rates and an abandonment
of practices found to be unremunera-
tive or wasteful.

Believed Morally Wrong.

“] ecannot but think that a genemli

increase in the standard rates of this
country, while the rate structures of
these carriers remain full of inconsis-
tencirs discrimination and wrongful
practices, that deplete their revenues,
{8 morally wrong; that the placing of
additional burdens on interstale com-
merce that is not also placed upon
state commerce is also wrong, and that
the course approved in the supple-
mental report will ultimately be disas-
trous to the carriers themselves, as it
will be harmful to the general in-
terests.”

Stand of Mr. Clements.

Commissioner Clements, dissenting,
saye, In part: *1 can but regard the
action now taken by the commission as
out of harmony with the spirit and
purpose of the law, and as taking a
step that leads away from the sound
principles necessary to conserve the
ends of justice.”

Commissioner Clements urged that
the functions of the commission were to
establish rates that are “just and rea-
sonable,” without substantial regard
for exterior conditions which might be
either temporary or permanent.

INCREASED RATES WELCOME.

Mean Much to Illinois Manufactar-

ers, John M. Glenn Says.

CHICAGO, December 18—"The de-
cision granting increased frelght rates
to the eastern railroads is welcome
news,” said John M. Glenn, secretary
of the Illinois Manufacturers’ Assocla-
tion. “The iron and steel industries and
the car works will be most affected,
but it will tend to give new confldence
to every line. A conservative estimate

of the amount of goods of all kinds
bought directly by the railroads from
manufacturers would be $300,000,000.
Approximately 2,000,000 employes In
manufacturing plants all over the
country will bhe affected by the de-
cislon. .

“From Chicago to Cairo, I, is dotted
with manufactories, and each one di-
rectly or indirectly finds a customer in
the railroads. When the railroads re-
sume buying it will give Illinois man-
ufacturers a chance.”

DECISION BOOSTS STOCKS.

Comes at Time When Market Is

Acutely Weak, Rise Follows.

NEW YORK, December 18.—The de-
cision of the interstate commerce com-
mission came unexpectedly to Wall
street, which had not expected definite
word until next week. It came at a
time when the stock market was
acutely weak and helped materially to
bring about & general recovery.

Prices rose from 11 to 3 points above

the Jow level of the session. Reading,
one of the roads mest vitally con-
cerned, regained 2% points and Bai-

timore and Ohio 1%. Other eastern
roads scored lesser gains. The rally
was nol fully maintained, prices yield-
ing from fractions to a full point after

the short interest had covered. The
list soon settled down to further dull-
nees.

GERMANS NOW CONTROL
TURK ARMY AND NAVY

LONDON, December 15.—The latest
advices from Constantinople, according
to a Reuter dispatch from Sofia, an-
nounce that Field Marshal Baron von
Der Goltz, who recently was sent from
Berlin to the Turkish capital, has been

| appolnted military commander of Con-

stantinople and acting minister of war,
Enver Pasha having gone to take com-
mand of the troops in Anatolia. The

| dispatch adds that a German admiral

has taken over the ministry of marine,

' Djemal Pasha baving assumed com-

mand of the troops in Syria.

ADVANCE IN WAR SURGERY.

Only 31, Per Cent of French
Wounded Die.

PARIS, December 18.—No fewer than
54 per cent of the French wounded re-
turned to the firing line before Decem-

| ber 12, according to Interesting fizures
i supplied the surgical department of the

ministry of War.

Of the remainder, 24 per cent had
been given convalescent leaves, 17 per
cent were still in hospitals and 1% per
cent had been discharged from the
army. Three and a half per cent of
the wounded died.

These statistics demonstrate the re-
markable advance made in surgery and
show a lower percentage of deaths
from wounds than in any preceding

War.

STATESMEN IN WRANGLE.

Opposition Members Leave Austral-
ian Legislative Hall in Body.

MELBOURNE, via London, December
18, §:56 a.m.—During a stormy all-night
session of the federal house of repre-
sentatives the speaker cited Joseph
Hume Cook, leader of the liberal party
and a former cabinet minister, for
gross insults to the chair.

In reply Cook, amid liberal cheering,
said the party declined to =it under a
tyrannical speaker, and the opposition
thereupon left the house in a body.

Followlng their departure a motion

was carried to suspend Cook until he
apologized for his actions in the house.

The clash grew out of & debate on the
commonwealth bank bill

MEXICO NOW HAS THREE
VARIETIES OF CURRENCY

Gen. Salazar Issues Fiat Paper.
Two Americans Held in
Sonora.

EL FPASO, Tex., December 15.—Mex-
ico now has three varieties of fiat pa-
per currency, as well as three oppos-
ing governments. The new revolutionary
movement, headed by Gen. Jose Ynez
Salazar, which recently was launched

in central Chihuahua state, today
placed in etrculation Its currency. The
money, which was printed in the

United States, bears the signature of
the former Huerta commander, and the
motto “Peace and justice.”

Baldzar’s troops at Sabinal, on the
Mexican Northwestern rallroad, this
week held up a train bearing a Villa
paymaster and confiscated 200,000 pe=os
in Villa paper money. The money was
being sent to pay the Vilia garrison at
Casas Grandes.

Salazar's troops recently received a
large shipment of ammunition, pur-
chased by their agents in the United
States. Villa troops -have made no ad-
vance against the independent leader.

Traffic has been restored belween
Juarez and Torreon, on the Mexican
Central railway, but below the latter
point it is reported ss interrupted by
the burning of several bridges by the
Carranza troops, who are being en-
gaged by the Villa forces east of Tor-
reomn.

Two Americans Being Held.

DOUGLAS, Ariz., December 18.—C. C,
Lockhart and Michael Sutton, chauf-
feurs of Douglas, are being held pris-
oners and their automobiles have been
confiscated by the Maytorena troops at
Fronteras, Sonora, according to a re-
port recelved by Constitutional Consul
Maytorena. The matter has been re-
ported to Thomas D. Bowman, United
States vice consul here, for investign-
tion.

According to the report, the soldiers
| who captured the chauffeurs asserted
that the men had a dynamo and ma-
chine gun in their ecars for Carranza
troops.

Friends here of the two men said
they went into Sonora with automobhile
parts to repair a machine that had

been wrecked and were returning to
American ‘erritory when taken into
custody.

BAN ON WAR EXPORTS
NOT WILSON MEASURE

Assurance Is Given British Govern-
ment by the State De-

partment.

Legislation to prohibit the export of
munitions of war, arms and war sup-
plies to belligerent countries is mnot
fathered by the administration. This
assurance was given to the British
government by the State Department, in
response to inguirfes by Sir Cecil Spring-
Rice, the British ambassador, following
the introductlon of a bill to this effect
by Sengtor Hitcheock.

Ambassador Spring-Rice inquired
about the proposed legislation and was
told by Secretary Bryan that it was not
introduced at the suggestion of the ex-
ecutive branch of the government.

American Ambassador Page in London,
who cabled to ask about the probable
outcome of the attempt at such legis-
lation, also was advised that Senator
Hitchcock did not represent the ad-
ministration in presenting the measure.
Secretary Bryan has declined to make
any comment upon the merits of the
measure and no other official of the
administration has discussed it

BRITISH WARSHIPS TAKE
REMNANT OF EMDEN CREW

TOKIO, December 17, 10 p.m.—Cer-
tain British warships have captured
those members of the crew of the Ger-
man cruiser Emden who escaped at
Cocos Island when the cruiser was de-
stroyed Nevember 10 by the Australian
cruiser Sydney. The German sailors
went to sea in a Cocos Island schooner
named Aysha.

Fort> men of the German cruiger Em-
den were ashore on Cocos Island when
their vessel was overtaken and sunk by
the Sidney. Under the command of
Lieut. Muecke they commandeered 2
Cocos Islana schooner, loaded it with
provisions and sailed away. A dis-
patchi from Manila Dercember 16 said
these men later captured a collier, on
which they mounted two Maxim guns,
evidently brought with them from Lhe
Emden, and began raiding commerce
in the Pacific.

CBJECT TO FRENCH CENSOR.

Journalists Who Arve Deputies or

Senators Enter Protest.

PARIS, December 18, 12:10 p.m.—An
energetic protest against the press cen-
gorship was made at a meeling today
of deputiea and senators who are jour-
nalists. The meeting drafted a formal
statement of objections to the censor-
ship, which is to be handed to the min-

ister of justice, Aristide Briand, as
president of the councif of state.
A committee of journalists was

formed, headed by Georges Clemenceau,
former premier. Associated with him
are Stephen Plnchon, former minister
of foreign aifairs; Jean Dupuy and
Admiral Bienaime.

Increase in Cotton Seed Crushing.

Cotton seed of the c¢rop of 1914
crushed prior to December 1 amounted
to 2,493,050 tons, compared with 2,-
192,276 for 1913, the census burean an-
nounced today.

Linters produced
amounted to 342,697
with 288,468 for 1913.

December 1
compared

to
bales,

THE DAY IN CONGRESS.
Senate:

Met 4t noon. ¢

Hearings were resumed on the
Philippine bilL

Hearings begun on District ap-
propriation bill before subcom-
mittee. [

The agriculture committee he-
gan an inquiry into the recent
epidemic of foot and mouth dis-
ease among cattle

Senator Sheppard spoke on his
constitutional prohipition amena-
ment. ) e

Amendment to District of Co-
lumbia appropriation bill intro-
duced by Senator Works provid-
ing for housing commission of
District of Columbia to devise
means for caring for indigent.

Houne:

Met at noon.

January 24 was selected as the
day for eulogies for the Ilate
Representative Bremner of New
Jersey.

Representative Gardner testi-
fied before the naval committee
urging increases of sea

Hearings were continued on the
bill to limit cold storage of food.

DESTROYERS SUNK
1S GERMAN CLAIM

Two of Those Attacking Raid-
ing Squadron Sent to Bottom, )
Official Statement Says.

EIGHTY-TWO ESTIMATED
KILLED AT HARTLEPOOL

“This Is Simply Prelude to What
Fleet Is Soon to Undertake.”
Says Prince von Buelow.

LONDON, December 18, 3:15 am —An
Amsterdam dispatch to Reuters Tele
R:rztm Company contalns a German offl-
cial statement which claims that =0me
of the British destrovers which at-
tacked the German raiding squadron o!f
the Britlsh coast were sunk
munication follows:

"The retreating cruisers were attacked

The com-

by four British destrovers, one of whiclh
was sunk. Another disappeared, badly
damaged.

“At another point another Engliah
destroyver was sunk.™

An official statement iseued by tho

British admiralty last night makes no
mention of any British warship having
been lost. The British statement =aid
that the light cruiser Patrol and the de-
stroyer Dwoon, which were among the
British ships that attacked the Germun
cruigers, were struck by shells and lost
five men in killed and fifteen wounded,

Official Account of Attack.

BERLIN, via Amsterdam, to London,
December 18, 3:25 a.m.—The followin:
officiul details concerning the German ”
squadron’s attack on the east coast of
England are published:

“When approaching the English coast
our cruisers were unsuccessfully st-
tacked by four British torpedo bost
destroyers in misty weather,

“The batteries at Hartlepool were . °
lenced and the gas works destroyd
There were several detonations and
three big fires in the town could b
observed from our ships.

“The coast guard station and waters
works at Scarborough and the coast
guard station and aignal station at
Whithy were destroyed.

“Our ships received some shots from
the coast batteries, but suffered only
slight damage.

(Stgned) “VON BEHNEKLE"™

Eighty-Two Dead at Hartlepool.

HARTLEPOOL, England, December
17, via London, December 18, 1:35 a.m.
—The latest officlal estimate of the
casualties resulting from the German
bombardment of Hartlepool, issued
late tonight, says that elghty-two per-
sons were killed and about 250 were
wounded.

Many of the wrecked houses have
not been explored, and it is believed
;lag Llist of dead eventually will ceach

The panic-stricken residents of the
sister towns have returned graduallv
to their homes from the country, and
are standing about in sad groups
watching the search of the demolish-
ed buildings for dead and injured.

American Consular Agent’s Escape,

C. Nielsen, the American consular
agent, narrowly escaped death during
the attack, the houses adjoining his
being crushed, together with their
occupants,

“The most remarkable feature of the
bombardment was the calmness of the
public while the shells were falling
said Mr. Nielsen. “At first we thought
it was a naval battle, but when tho
people realized it was & bombardment
there was no panic.

“Many persons stood outside their
homes watching. I saw a postman
continuing his duties and a dairyman
delivered our milk as usual during the
shelling. Our cook, unmoved by the
destruction all  about, continued the
breakfast preparations and announeed
that the meal was ready just before
the hombardment stopped.

“After the shells quit singlng, the
nerves of the public went to pieces,
and hysterical people took to the
country.”

First Inquest of Kind.

An inquest began here tddny over the
bodies of the vietims., In opening the
court the coroner sald that never he-
fore in English history had an inguest
heen held under similar eircumstances
and that he hoped the occasion would

never occur again. The sheaing of
the Hartlepools., he added. afforded
faint idea of what Belgium ana France
had suffered throurh the In-
vasion.

The evidence, thourh mostly of a f rm-
al character, brought to lght some

pathetic cases, Apn old W

wWonsEn
picking up coal droapped from cars on
the railway embankment when she was

Killed by a shell An old man and his

two  daughters were just starting
hreakfast in the kitchen when a shel!
burst in the room, Killing all three of
them.

A young woman went to the house o
hor aged mother, intenainz 1o conduo

lier 10 2 place of safety,

passageway she stumbled
mother’s body., A shell had pierced 1he
roof and killed her. Ap elderly mn:
who thought the gun firing was tha!
of British ships at practice, =at dow:
unconcernedly to breakiast, .. shelt
varried away the corner of his house,
kKilling his two little grandechildren,

Says Towns Are Fortified.

NEW YORK, December 18—That
Hartlepool, Scarborough and Whitl:
the three English town bombarded b
German warships Wednesday, are de-
fended places and that the Germans,
therefore, were justified In shelling
them, is the substance of a statemen
given out here by Capt. Franz vor
Papen, militiry attache of the German
embassy at Washinston.

Four Vessels Sunk.

Four wvessels have been sunk, with
heavy loss of life, by the mines strewn
in their wake when the German war-
ships completed their attack on the
English const Wednesduy So great
has the peril become that the admi-
ralty ha=s ordered sll troffic betwern
Flamborough Head and Newcastls
stopped indefinitely

Among the wessels known te hava
been lost are the Norwegian steamer
Vaaren, the English steamers Prineess
Olga and the Elterwater.

The fourth wessel destroyed has not
vet been identified.

Four survivors of the Vaaren werse
brought Into Grimsby yesterday Ly .
trawler, which found them clinginge
to an upturned lifeboat. Thirteen uth:
members of the ecrew of the Vaaren
and her English pilot either were kill-
ed or drowned.

Twelve of the Eltwater's crew
saved, but seven lost thelr lives
The crew of the steamer Prinecss
Olga, bound for Aberdeen, landed in
their own boats.

Entering tle

seross i

were

Welcomes Teingtan Conguerors.

TOKIO, December 18.—Lieut. Gen.
Kamio and Viee Admiral Sadakich!
Kato, respectively, the commanders of
the land and naval forces which oper-
ated successfully against the German
fortress at Tsingtau, were given an
ovation on their entry into the city to-
day. The commanders were tendercd
a banguet. A three-day festival will®
be held in honor of their return. The
event was signalized also by the open-

ing of the new central railroad statiou,
/ of the largest in the world.




