o

WEATHER.

« ||+ fair; light, variable winds.

hours: High, #1, at
low, 27, at 3 a.m. today.

Tor full report see page 13,
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Partly cloudy tonight, with tempera-
ture slightly below freeziug.
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COURT OF APPEAL
-AFFIRMS DECISION
INNEWMAN CASE

Says District. Commissioner Is
'Not Entitled to Hold Office,
~in Opinion Today.

JUSTICE VAN ORSDEL
SPEAKS FOR THE COURT

Justice Robb Copcurs, But Chief
Justice Shepard Dissents—Views
: Not Yet Filed.

TO APPEAL TO SUPREME COURT

Mr. Newman Makes No Comment
When Apprised of Verdict. Other
Than to Say the Case Will Be
Taken Higher Up.

Oliver P. Newman, president
of the board of District Commis-
sioners, is not entitled to hold the
office and exercise the functions
of a civil Commissioner of the
District of Columbia, according
to an opinion of the Court of Ap-
peals of the District of Columbia
rendered today by Justice Van
Orsdel.  Justice Robb concurred
i the opinion, but Chief Justice
Shepard dissented.

No dissenting opinion has yet
Leen filed, but may be shortly, as
the chief justice also dissented
from the views of his associates
on the law questions decided last
April and filed a separate opinion
then. ' '

OQuster Judgment Affirmed.

The action of the uppellém court af-
firins the ouster judgment rendered
Iast ' Juiv by the District Supremse
Court, following a trial of Mr. Newman
before a jury of twelve citizens. The
finding of the Jury was that Mr. New-
man is an "usurper” of the office.

* Attorneys Ralston & Richardson apd
searge W. , counsel for Commis-
wioner Newman, will seek a review by
the United States Supreme Court of
the decision rendered today. Some
doubt is expressed of the right of Mr.
Newman to have an appeal or writ of
error, but the United States Supreme

of the President and the Senate. The
case will be hmmediately taken to the
sSupreme Court, and no effort will be
spared to oltain from that highest ju-
dicial authority a ruling upou the ls-
sues involved.”

Will Not Discuss Cage.

_.]::rkscln Il. Ralston, of counszel for
Commissioner Newman, declined to say
what further steps are to be taken in
the case.

“'I have not seen the decision of the
Court of Appeale,” he sald, "and even
after T shall have had opportunity to
;—telu_.d it I do not think I shall discuss
[t iz anticipated that application will
be made at onece for a writ of certiorar!
and final review of the case by the Su-
preme Court of the United States, Ap-
plication for writ of certlorari acts as
4 stay until the writ Ly eitljer bean
granted or denled. Tn the latter event
J;rucee-llngs are stayed until the Ea-
preme Court passes upon the case. Ac-

was explained, is usually taken within
a week after the application is filed.

Opinion of the Court.

The court, in its opinion, says:

“This I8 an action in guo warranto
brought by relator, William J. Friz-
zell, a citizen and taxpayer, challeng-
ing the right of respondeni, Oliver P.
Newman, to hold the office of clvil
Cominissioner of the District of Co-
lumbia.

“The petition sets forth that, by the
act of Congress of June 11, 1578, pro-
viding a permanent form of govern-
nient for the District of Columbia, the
FPresident, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate, was authorized
to appoint two persons from civil life.
who, with an officer of the Corps of
Engineers of the United States Army,
should be Commissioners of the Dia-
trict of Columbia. The act provided
that ‘the two persons appointed from
civil life shall, at the time of their ap-
pointment, be citizens of the United
States, and shall have been actusl resi-
dents of the District of Columbia for
three years next before thelr appoint-
ment, and have, during that period,
clabined residencve nowhere else.”

“It 15 further alleged that June 26,
1913, the President appointed respond-
ent Newman to the office of clvil Com-
missioner; ithat he was thereafter con-
firmed by the Senate, and that, July
19, 1913, he took the prescribed osth
and entered upon the duties of his of-
flee, which he ha= since held.. It 1is
alleged that respondent was not quali-
fied in law to receive such appoint-
ment: that he has unlawfully 3a§umed
and usurped the said office, and is not
lawfully entitled to exercise the func-
tions and enjoy the emoluments there-
of: that, at the time of his appointment
to'said office he had not been an actual
resident of the District of Columbin
for three vears prior to his appoint-
ment, and that, before his appointment,
he had claimed residence’ at Chicago,
111, and at FPrinceton, N. J.

Show Cause Writ.

“On this petition, a writ was issued
requiring respondent to show by what
woarrant he claimed the right to hold
the office of Commissioner of the Dis-

ct of Columbia. 5
“?'A ‘demurrer and motion to quash
were tiled, which were sustained, and
the petition dismissed. From this &n
appeal was taken by rela;o:h tomt:::

ent o {3
;:Il-‘t:‘\% \?;ﬁ :Esex"':gdg.m United States ex
rel. Frizzell agt. Newman, 42 app. D. C.,
T8. -

Bu-
“The cause wWas remanded to _ths

preme 'Court“ak ‘tire Distwict of Go-
jumbia, and came on for irial before a
jury. A verdict was returned finding
defendant gullty of the act of usurping
the office of Commissioner. A motion
for new trial was filed and overruled.
Motlons in arrest of judgment and for

Court may review the case on an ap-
Plication ‘or certlorari.

The proceedings to test the gligibility
of Mr. Newman were begun Ly W. I
Frizzell, a taxpayer, in September, 18913,
Mr. Newman won the first skirmish in
the lower court on the question of the
right of a taxpayer io maintuin the
nroceeding, Justice Anderson denying
1lhiat right. On appeal, the appellate
court reversed the lower tribunal and
sustaiiied the right of the taxpayer.

A trial was then held and Mr. New-
man was= convicted of being ineligible,
in that he had not been an actual resi-
dent of the District of Columbia for
three years imumediately preceding his
uppointment. From the judzment of
the lower ‘court on thi=z verdict Mr.
Newman appealed and lost,

Counsel for Mr. Frizzell are former
Senator Bailey and Attorneys A, A. Bir-
ney., Neale & England.

Strong for “Actual” Residence.

Tustiee Van Orsdel in his opinion
~trongly upholds the preseribed guali-
theation of three yvears sciual residelnice

for a nominee toe the office of Commis-
sioner. “Every reason exists for this
restrictive statute,” he suys. A= To
ino=t officers of the District there is no

sueh  Dimitation placed upon the ap-
pointing power, they nay be selected
from the country at large; but the

Commigeioners are the ehief executive
Al adipinistrative offie of the Dijs=-

&ri-‘f. and they also lewiziate for the
insEtrict in those matters specially del-
erzieten) Ly Congress It wa-, tiwrefore, |
dimpuartant to provide =ome limitation
LT TUC R R T appointing power which
would insure the =olection of min for
this position wha had resided in the
Diztrict lone on I 4 - |
auainted with ity needs -

"To what dees the contention of
spotident (Newman) logically lead”
actual residence means mers

Fe-

Tt

domicile
ar legal residence established by gix-
teen monthe’ Labitation in Washington,
continued thereafter fur a lupre of six-

1een . or {Wenty months by the mere in-
tentfon of tha party to return, the
same mental concept might hold domi-
cile or legal residence for three, ten or
thirty vears for time in retaining don-
jeile, =0 long 2= the inlentien 1o return
exiats, i= not material.

*This would defeat the evident intent
of Congress. It would foist upon the
people «f the District a person totally
unacquainted with its affairs. If the
will of Congress i= to be thus igunoraed,
better appoint a person coming

the second limitation of the statute
who had actunily resided here for
three, ten or thirty yvears, but who had
glaimed residénce elsewhere. In the
latter violation, the public good, at!

Ieast, would he better subserved.”
The court concludes thut even after

giving Mr. Newman the most favorable 1

aspect to be taken of the law the is-
mues of fact were submitted to the jury
by ample instructions, and 1t was Jeft
to that Lody to decide whether Mr.
Newman when
€0 to Chicago had a definite intention
1o return and whether in his absence
WMhe malintained =uch actual residence in
Washingten as the law required. The
Jury heard the evidence from the lips
of the Commissiouer, it is pointed out,
nud decided agaiuxt him. This deci-

#ion, the court says, must be affirmed |

¥ith costs against Mr. Newman,
“ Case to Go Higher Up.

¢ ‘ommisioner Newman, on being up- |
15ed of the opinion of the District
purt of Appeals, in which the court

4 irmed the find'ng of the
preme Court, holding him
gerve as Commissioner of
Columbia, =aid that the
nken to the Supreine Court
States for determination.

Ineligible ™o
the District
cage will be
of the United

of the Court of Appeals, merely asking
asvhether er not Lhere had bLeen a dis.
senting opinion. He appeared to he re-
Jieved on learning that =
Shepard had Jdissented from the ma.
jority opinlon. The Cowmissioner pre-
b rel a bLrlef statement in which e
s

Juzt

‘-'I'am a8 posilive ay  dver
statutory requirements
plomer, and the

ghat fact s txclusively the

under

he left Washington to

¥ Commissioner
Newman declined te discuss the undlﬁ::

Chief Justice

i 1
oy belief that T do In fuct meet t.h:
for Commis-
determination of

function

i t non. obstante veredicto were
iiligdmtl;; respondent and denied by the

rt. The judgment of ouster Was en-
't:gl?—_-rl. from which this sappeal was
taken.

Newman’s Residence.

“It appears from the evidence thgt
respondent first came to Washington in
July, 1901, remaining here until 1902,
when he went to New Mexico on ac-
count of fil health, where he remained
until April, 1904. He 1'e:sid_'ed in dif-
ferent cities of  the country until
March, 1910, when he returned to
Washington and entered the cmploy of
the Washington Times. With his :l'am-
ily he took apartments at the Kene-
sa'w apartment, where he remained dur-
ing 13& summer of 1910, removing in
the fall lo the Westminster apartment,
where he resided until July, 1911, when,
with his family, he removed to Chi-
Ccago. A

"il:t appears that he entered mt? the em-
ployment of the Newspaper Enterprise
Association 1o pFi‘{ol'In newspaper
work in Chicago In connecticn with
the approaching presidential campaign,
with the understanding, according to
hi= ownp testimony, that when his
work was completed i|_| Chicago, ‘J‘:ﬂ
“hould be returned to Washington. No
heen fixed for

timne seems to have <1
~ompletion of the work in Chicago,
“Respondent testified that while: he

“hicago ‘his household con-
v Lwo familics—witness
and himself, aod wife's fa-
mother. all occupying the
Took @ Turnished

|'r~=_*irlnrl in ¢
i £

Hg
dwelling.
apartment, having no household furni-

i ther
|

Sant the boy to the public
recollection i= that

all
in Chis

Ture at
sehool

ol

the mother entered him,  Tecalled go-
ting with her ene day to sce one of ihe
| assistant =uperintendents about whiech
school he should enter, but recollec-
tiom ie thzt was the only ln.fn'_-rma_ttmh
he had about it. ® * * They lived

first in a furnished flat: then a little

family lotel; then a beoarding house;

then a furnished flat in Evauston.
Registered From Chieago.

“It further appears from his own tes-

testiticd

ever,

his name wa= in the directory un..l|
!arter Tl returned to  Washington. |
PWhile in Chicagzo he was engaged in
| newspaper work, and traveled about

registering

Leonsiderably,  uspally
; hotels from that ey

(Continued on Second Page.)

tion on applications for such a writ, it |

!

INTATONSPOLR
I ON PRESIENT

i

i |

Many Western Cities Ask Him
to Pay Them Visits }
Next Spring. i

|

NO STOPS TO BE MADE
ON INDIANAPOLIS TRIP |

Pressing Demands From Different
Sections for Rural Credits Leg-
islation Being Considered.

The rush of invitations for Presi-
dent Wilson to stop in western and
FPacific coast cities on his return from
Panama and San Francisco next spring
began today. The Colorado congres-
sional delegation started things by
asking the President to stop in Den-
ver anid become the guest of the Press
Club of that city. The President told
his visitors he could not now tell what
he would do about making stops 11_1 the
west. The condition of public business
would largely determine his course. It
might be that he would not be able to
make any stops at all, but if he could
he would arrange as many as possible.

The tentative plans so far are for the
President to go to Panama shortly
after the middle of March and be pres-
ent at the formal opening of the canal
there, going from there to the San
Diego and San Praneizsco expositions.

Senators Gore and Fletcher. accom-
panied by Dr. Clarence J, Owens, ‘sec-
retary of the Southern Commercial Con-
gress, called on the President to ask
him to atiend the annual meeting of
that eongress in Muskogee, Okla., the
date for the meeting to be fixed to suit
hiz convenience If he is able ‘to stop in
Muskogee on his return from San Fran-
cisco.

Senator Sheppard asked the President
to vizit Dallas and other Texas cities,

In spite of many invitations to make
stops on his way to Indianapolis and re-
turn this week, President Wilson has been
compelled to decline. He will leave here
Thursday night, returning Saturday.

Besk West FPoint Designation.

Senator Swanson and Gov. Stuart of
Virginia called on President Wilson today
to ask him to designate J. E. B, Stuart
of Norfolk as a cadet at West Polnt.
Young Stuart is a grandson of the fam-
ous Confederate cavalry leader, Gen. J.

E. B. Stuart, and the President asked
Bome questions about the young man.

The policy of nearly all Presidents
for some years has peen to fill the
vacancies allotted them at West Point
with designations of the sons of army
officers.

_Senators Smith and Hardwiek of
f::;“g"la. ;;1;? tudahy remewed their

L men ona - that the Pre t
naminate T. S, l’%lder."!nrmerﬂt‘wmﬂde:y
general of Georgia, as a member of the
interstate trade commisslon, were told
by Mr. Wilson that he has not made
ueleetions_tor the commission and that
he is finding difficulty. getting men he
.regards as suitable for the work. He
has been considering the name of Mr,
Felder along with others.

George Toster ' Peabody, the New
York banker who has been prominent-
ly mentloned for a place on the com-
mission, is to see FPresident Wilson
Thursday, but his visit is said to be.in
connection with another matter. It is
regarded as probable, though, that the
acceptance of Mr. Peabody of an offer
of a place on the commission will be
settled that day.

Dr. Eduardo R. Soler, the retiring
minister from the Dominican Republic,
bade the President good-bye today. His
successor, Enrlque Jiminez, son of the
new president, will present his cre-
dentials tomorrow.

Considering Rural Credits.

President Wilson, it became  known
today. Las received pressing demands
from different parts of the country that
rural credits legislation be taken up
during the present sesgion of Congress,
and iz nmow considering the question.
In his last address to Congress the
Pregident said it would be impossible
to take up the matter during this ses-
sion.

Chairman Carter Glass of the House
banking and currency committes, today
told the President it would not be ad-
visable to take up rural eredits in
Congress until’ the farin loans features
of the federal rescrve act have an op-
portunity to be worked out. He said
that all national banks can now make
leans on farm land.

Mr., Glass ddeclaved e was readv 1o
frame a rural credits bill it the Pres-
fdent :uu: Congress veally think it us

5 it

BESHTY that e hoped nothing
wonld he done present,.  Some con-
gregsional leaders feur that an extra

ger #ion of Congress will be liecessary
it \he subject is taken up.

War’s Worst Effects Over.

A. W, Bhaw of Chicago, magazine edl-
tor, told President Wilson today that
a thorough canvias= of business condi-

tions in the United Slates had con-
vinced him the worst effects of the
Kuropean war had pas:ed and that

timony that he never registered or
|voted in Chivago. ITis pame and ad-i
| dress appeared in the city directory of |
Chicago for the year 1912, Lie, how-|

that he did not know |

at
but never regis-

N l unable Lo answer them personally. |

husiness was growing better steadily.

Von Hindenburg Sends Thanks,

HEADQUARTERS OF THE IKAST,
| POLAND, via Berlin to London, lanu-
lary 4. 9 p.an.—Field Marshal von 1fin-
denburg, commander of the German
army in Poland, requests the press to
give expression {o his heartiest thanks
for the good wishes tor the new yeuar
| transmitted to him by so many friends
lin Europe and America, as he is wholly |

A Year of Increased
Usefulness

The past year has been one of increased
usefulness in The Star’s service to both its
| readers and advertisers, as shown by the greatly
increased circulation and consequent increase

- in advertising.

Distriet Su- |

The total circulation of The Star during the
year, daily and Sunday, was 23,954 811, an in-
crease of 834.800 copies over the year 1913.

The total lines of advertising of all natures

was 10,896,033, an increase of 142,292 lines, or
J 466 columns—an average gain of over a column
a day throughout the entire year.

L

WHEN - FATHER* PLAYS .SANTA TO

HIMSELF.

artillery combat along the front, it was o i

« “Only near Thann (Alsace) did tiie enemy show g-_re:;.-nctlvity. - After
an overwhelming bombardment of the helghts'to the.west of Sennhéim,
the enemy succeeded: during the evening In capturing our _ﬂq‘mr_jnahed
trenches on these heights and in° nnection therewlith the village of
Steinbach, which we atubbo
been mentloned in our reports during the last’ few days.
during the night after a bayonet attack.
village of Steinbach continues. .

WEere reto.lc

The weather was rainy.
“of the front.
man batterles to silence.

violent.

Cernay.

forty-live miles northwest of Kar

destroyed the rallway.
fresh success.

left bank of the Vistula.

rounded the German.

War Officially Reported. -

 German Statement

BERLIN, January 4, by wireless to. London,

1y defcnded,

“In the east.rn theater of the war the

513D

5 e

p.m.—The l_omcial

communication issued today by the German ‘army headquarterg:says:
“In the western theatsr of the war, exoppt for/m midre or ‘iﬁ eany.
.generally quiet.": R

L3 )

and which frequently has

';‘hn helghts
Fighting for the

“uation 1s unchan'gedA Our

attacks in Poland to the east of the Rawka river co:

French Statement

PARIS. January 4, 2:45 p.n.—The Y¥rench war office gave out! an

official statement in Paris this afternoon as follows:

nue.”

“From the sea to the Oize the day passed in almost complete calm.

There were artillery exchanges at some points
In front of Noulettes our heavy artillery reduced the Ger-

“On the Aisne and in Champagne- the cannonading was particularly

Our batterles showed their superiority and brought under thelir
fire reserve forces of the enemy. We became possessed of several points
of support held by the Germans in the region of Perthes and of Meanil-
les-Hurlus.
“Between the Argonne and the Meuse, as well 4
the Meuse, there was intermittent cannonading. An effort made yesterday

s:on-the heights of

morning by our troops to occupy Boureuilles did not succeed.

“Our advance continued in the forest of Le Pretro, which is to the

northwest of Pont-a-Mousson.

“In vpper Alsacc we occupicd an important height to the west of

A counter attack by the enemy was repulsed.

“In Steinbach we have taken possecssion of the vicinity of the church

and of the cemetery.

Turkish Statement

4.—The Turkizhi war oflice

CONSTANTINOPLE, vian London, January

has given out the following communication:

“COmr troops took Ardaban (o Russian fortilied town in Trauscaucasia,

i <
ced Dece

); January 1., Ardahan was defended by
ien, Zachen, with 23,000 infantry, l,n‘rqu Couseacks, slx field guns and two
machline guns, g
“The battle for the town, which commen
the flight of the Russizns, who lost heavily.

mber 29, ended in

“Qur troops, In conjunction with Tersian tribesmen, have completely

ki

defeated 4,000 Russlans, who had more than ten cannon, ten miles north-
west of Saonjbulalk. ¥our hundred Russlans were
=ix cannon. 4

lled, and they lost

“According to reports from Drzerum, Turkish Armenia, great trans-

ports of Russian prisoners from the latest battles are on the way there.

“In the past ten days we have captured 2,000 Russlans, eight cannon,

thirteen quick firers and a great quantlity of ammunition and war ma-
terial.

“Retween Sarikamysh and Kars we captured two military trains and

Our troops are advancing farther north, with

“Troops advancing from Touschkerd into Russian territory dispersed

Russian Statements
PETROGRAD, January 4.—An official . communication issued by the

a Russian battalion, which lost 200 dead and 400 prisoners.”

general staff of the Russlan army regarding the fighting in Peoland and
Gallcia says:

“A strong artiliery combat has been fought all along the front of {hg

The attempt of the Germans to gain ground in
certain places in the reglon of the Bzura river was without success.

“The night of January 2 we discovered the passage of Germans across

“About I pan. January 2

the Bzura in the vicinity of ¥ozleff and Bishoupl.
concentration of the enemy’s forces, one of our glorlous regiments sur-
They attacked them with the bayonet without
firing a shot, and in the hand-to-hand Etruglgle which fo!luwsd_igll]ed
several hundred men. The survivors saved their lives by sl._lrrendlr!ﬁg.
a brigade of German infantry attacked our
position neuar Borjimow, northeast of Bo‘limo_w...but the IGaI[map asszult
was repulsed with enormous losses by the fire from several batteries
and a ceunter attack made with the bayonet. FRRE
wDesperate fighting occurred during the night of January 2, coatlnixlug ;
until daybreak, northeast of Rawa, where we succeeded in.dislodging
the enemy from some of the trenches which they had previously taken.
“Sauth of the Pilica river fighting took plicé at Matairie and Gaschek, '
west of Inowlodz, and also southeast of Ma C ) min, -
we repulsed all attacks of the enemy.’ ;

Having watched

RECORD FOR Y WHEAT

Reaches $1.32%—Highest Since
+ the European War

CHICAGO, January 4.—Wleat prices
today overtopped all previous high rec-
ords gince the beginning of the European
war. May dellvery went to $1.32% a
bushel,- a8 compared with $1.33 Septem-
ber b last, when speculative excitement
In regard'to transatlantic developments
was most acute. ' o 5

Shutting out fear of Argentine com-
petition was the immedlate cause of to-
day's advance in the wheat market.
Ocean frelght rates from Argentina have
so0 sharply advanced that the Bouth
Ameriean grain is no longer relatively
cheap. Besldes higher quotations at
Iiverpool this morning showed the
urgency of 'European demand.

During the advance.in wheat prices
here a jump of 1% since Saturday night
trading appeared of a decldedly liveller
character than has recently been the
rule. The explanation In a4 measure
was the fact that margins reguired on
transactions are mow cnly about half
what were required not many weeks ago.

0 HEAR SIDDONS AGAIN

His Nomination as District Judge
. - - Referred Back to Sub-
i ¢ committee.

The uanfaverable report of Lhe sub-
confittee in charge of the nomination
of . Commisgioner F. L. Siddons a8 us-
sociate justice of the Instrict Supreme
Court was submitted to the full com-
mittes today. and the nomination was
re-referred to the same subcommittec
20 that further testimony might be
taken. The testimony given before the
Bubcommiltee hy Mr. Siddons himeelf
was not taken down, nnd it is desired
te have this to lay before e full
committee.

The sabcommittee in charge of the
nomination consists of Senators Cul-
berson. chairman; Walsh, (Chilton,
lark of Wyoming d Nelson. With
the_exception of Senator Chlton, all
the members of the subeommittee ap-
proved the unfavorable report,

Mr. Siddons probably will be request-
ed to appear beforc the subcommittee
tomorrow.

PESTILENCE AND HUNGER
'REPORTED IN PRZEMYSL

LEMBERG, Galicia, wvia Petrograd
and London, January 4.—It is reported
here that pestilence 1s spreading in
the city and among the garrison of
Przemysl, which is now almost without
provislons.

Ineffectual sorties stil continue from
Prezemysl, but they are less vigorously

the

lagaszee, near_ Volmin, where

“In Galicia the Sghting around Gorlice and Kaklezyn continues.’
“In the reglon of Uzsok-poss and Hostoki (south qr‘LlsRo) ‘we liave

“Our offensive in Bukowina continues.”

made- progress. *We drove back the enemy, who fled in great disorder.
We captured 2,000 prisoners and some mitrailleuses. Sewveral companies
“of the Austrians surrendered. in a body.. In'their retreat-to Uzsok the
Austrians abandoned arms and ammuynition. ~ 7 |

An official ‘communication from the Russlah genéral ' staff «fn - the

iContinued on Sccon

age.)

pushed. This is due, it iy thought, to
the garrizon’s acknowledgment of the
fallure of the Austrian relief forces to
brealk through the Russian lines.

FRENCH AIRMEN’S BOMB
"HITS A ZEPPELIN SHED

LONDON, January 4, 10:30 a.m.—Ac-
cording to an Amsterdum dispatch to
the - Exchange Telegraph Company,
French aviatora dropped several bombs
in the vitinity of Brussels Saturday,

parlly: destroying a Zeppelln shed un-
uer constructlon and Lilling several Ger-
man soldiers,

N. Parker Shortridge Dead.
PHILADELPHIA, January 4.—N. Par-
jcer Shortridge, the oldest director of
the Penneylvania -Railroad  Company,
died at his suburban home in Wynne-
wood yesterday from pneumonia. He
was eighty-five years old.

| ing smore”

| gquarters, would then endeavor Lo drive
ithe HIiNl gunrrison

MEXIGANS BLOW UP
ISTHMUS RALLROAD

Destroy Tehuantepec Tunnel
and Bridges There and |
- in Oaxaca.

REFUGEES FLEEING OVER
GUATEMALAN BORDER

Villistas Here Denounce Statements
Given Out by Carranzistas as
Lacking Truth.

State Department advices today =uy !
the only tunnel on the railroad lcrossE
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, und =ev- |
cral important bridges on the road, as
well as railroad bridges in the state of
Oaxaca, have been Llown up

The legation at Guatemala City re-
vorted arrival of many Mexlcan refu-
gees, but no Americans. ;

The American consul.at Vera Cruz
reports, under date of the 24, that he is
advised by the foreign office that the
Tamaulipas state government has is-
sued a decree which prohibits the cx-
portation of corn.

The American consul at Matamoros
reports that Davis, Burnham and Hol-
land have been released by the military

aythorities and cxoneriated of all
chgrges of political activities,
Enrique C. Llorente, confidential

agent of the provisional government of
Mexico, today discredited reporte cir-
cylated fn this country, which, lie BaYE,
ure cvalculated to give undeserved im-
portance to supposed military move-
inents and alleged victories by the Car-
ranza following. He says that these
reports are in ecvery instance suhbse-
quently shown to be pure exaggera-
tions or deliberate falselibods, proven
such by the official reperts of agents
of the State Department.

Cites Alleged Untruths.

“Puring the past four weeks,” said
Mr. Llorente, “the Carranzista sens=a-
tion makers have had President Gutier-
rez in prison twice in Mexico City and
once in flight to join Carranza; they
have had Gen. Angeles in arrest a
Bcore of times, and in the same breath
have had Gen, Villa proclaiming him
president: they liave insisted that Jose
Vasconcelos of Fresident Gutierres'
cabinet has been jailed at least once a
week by order of Gen. Zapata, not-
withstanding he has continued in daily
routine telegraphic comumunication
with me here in Washington, znd only
thia morning they have Gen. Villa
once more deposing President Gutier-
rez and putting Gen. Angeles In his
place. In other words, they just natur-
ally insist on having all .these things
happen, regardless of the true facts.
It iz tipe the public should ):m}w thai
the purposé of this campaign is to
deliberately create distrust and noth-

Villa Names Successor to Maytorena.

Gen. Villa, as commender-in-cHief of
the forces of the Gutierrez govern-
ment, has ordered Gen. Juan Cabral,
with 8,000 nien, to take charge of the
generzl situation in Sonora, supersed-
ing Gen. Maytorenz at Naco.

This order Is said to have bLeen de-
cided upon by the Gutlerres govern-
ment as the best wa¥y to prevent con-
tinuance . of hostilities at Naco and
Agua DPrieta, where there :are com-
paratively small Carranza forces.

Brig. (ien, Hugh Scott, chief of staff
of the U'nited States Army, who went
to Naco in an effort to obtain the
neutralization of that place, and pre-
vent bullets from falling ionto Ameri-
can territory, has advised the War De-
partment that the Cabral troops ure
now at Casas Grandes. Mayvtorena has
delayed signing any agreement for the
removal of his forces pending the ar-
rival of Cabral. The commhined Cabral
and Maytorena forces will total about
12000 men, while.Gen. Hill, the Car-
ranza adherent, -has only about 4,000
men.

" Officials Decline to Comment.

Otficlals here, beyond saying that
this situntion would preseptly adjust
itzelf, declined to comment on It. 1t
is generally believed, however, that
(ien. Cabral would sign an agreement
by which Naco would be declared neu-
tral, und the Iill forces would be per-
mitted to go 1o Agui I'rieta,

Gien. Cabral, it is thought in somne
out of Agun Prieta
across the American line, where they
woulil probably be interned, Should the
Hill furcas elect Lo remain in Naco in-
viting further bostilities in the helief
that tha Cutierrez troops would not
dare to attack (hem, those fumiliar
with the situation at Naco suy an at-
tack inight be made in overwhelming
numbers without firing into Ameriecan
1erritory.

The Gutlerrcz govermnent has given
assurances, as has Gen. Carranza, that
there will be ndé firing in any event
into American territory if it can be
avolded. Officials here are awaiting the
vutcome of these developments hefore
deciding..on 0 ecourse for the future,
but both Mexican factions have heen
told in emphatic terms that there must
be no further casualties on the Ameri-
can side. !

Acling Secretary Breckinridge of the
War llepartment received word last
evening from Brig. Gen. Scott acknowl-
edging receipt of instructions sent him
Saturday in connectign with the effort
to adjust the difficultles at Nacu be-
tween the Mavtorena and Hill forces.

Expect Early Agreement.

Officinls would not comment on the

situation beyond saying that they still
expected an early agreement whereby
Naco would be declared neutral and
firing into Amcrican territory would be
ended. :
* Bath Maytorena and Hill are aware
of the complications which may follow
their failure to reach an understanding
on this question. The Washington gov-
ernment is the intermediaty between
them, several proposals having becn
exchanged looking to & solution of the
problem, and officials describe its stat-
us as “still in negotiation.” :

Enrique Llorente, representative of
the Gutierrez government, denied pub-
lished reports that an ultimatum had
heen =zent to Villa and Maytorena re-
quiring immediate compliance - with
Gen. Scott's plaps for the settlement of
the Nace situation or hostilities would
eventuate. * He mald he was confident
that an agreement soon would - be
reached between Maytorena and Hill.

Loses Job Through Winning Wife.
CHICAGO, Janvary 4.—George ¥En-
field Frazer, controller of the Univers:
ity of Ilinols and professor of public

sccounting, has lost his. job through
winning as his wife, Migs Helen James,

daughter of Edmund Janes James,
president of the university.  The en-
gagement of Miss. James and Prof.

Frazer was announced a few days ago.
President James suid yesterday the
resignation of his futyre son-in-law
had been accepied. because no nlu_uvg
could -serve on the same faculty wit
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Ottomans Claim Decisive Vic-
tories, While Petrograd
Hints at Losses.

STRUGGLE IN THE WEST
IS HALTED BY FLOODS

Battle of the Rivers in Russian Po-
land Has Not Yet Come
to an End.

CUITING A WAY TO WARSAW

Germans Claim to Have Captured
Borjimow, a Btrong Russian Posi-
tion to the East of
Lowicz.

LONDON, January 24, 12:28
pm.—Utterly. irreconcilable are
the claims. of the contending
armies_in the east. In the west
the unprecedentedly wet weather
precludes opetations which could
give decided -advantage to one
side or the other. :

The activities of the Turks in
the Caucasus seem to be assuming
an increasing importance, judging
from the attention the Petrograd
official communications are devot-
ing to this region.

Turks Show Great Valor.

Although™ not admitting that
the Turks have been victorious,
it is conceded that they are fight-
ing with "great ‘valor and stub-
borness in the vicinity of the for-
tified town of Sari Kamyah.

The Turks claim to have taken
this position. Russia, however,
does, not admit this, and says the
Turks have suffered enormous
losses. ‘e

‘Ottomans Making Huci‘ray.

_Compn'ring the Turklsh and tl;. Rus-
fian statements i1 would seem that the
Turks at the present timic ire making
some headway, although both sides are
losing héalvtly an their troops flounder
and fight through the deep anow mnd
In the bitter cold of those high alti-
tudes.
“The battle of the rivers in Poland
has not yet come to an end. The Ger-
mans say that they have taken Boriji-
mow, northeast of Bolimow, a strong
Russian position east of Lowlez, and a
step mearer Warsaw. This the Rus-
sian contradlet ﬂa-tly. saying that the
German assaulis here have been re-
pulsed with heavy losses, and that clse-
where they have been held at bay.

Thinks Battle Near End.

Petrograd professes 1o see the end
of the battle of the Polish rivers and a
concentration of German forces at
some other strategic point in a renew-
ed attempt to break through, but, like
the predictions of what this side or the

other purposed teo do in Belginom and
¥Franca, Lhis e vinssed
guess,

1f it
tiken another pass over the Carpathian
moenntalng, the invazion of Hungary in
real force should, in the opinion of
British observers, svon be a reality. Up
to the present time detachments of
Russian cavalry have crossed these
mountains, but therc never haes been
an invasjou in streugth,

Berlin Thinks Russ Offensive
Has Been Smashed in Galicia

BERLIN, January 4 (by wircless).—
The official press bureau has given out
the following statement:

“The situation in the east is coneid-
ered by them ilitary-critics to be stead-
ily improving. .They believe the Rus-
sian counter offensive -In Galicia has
been utterly shattered for the time at
jeast, KEvents in the eoast, however,
have so freguently brought Burprises
that predictions ae to the situation
there cannot safely be made.

“The small amount of space given by
all the newspapers to the western war
theater spparently is indicative ra". a

the central peoint of in-
E:::-L.Fsttt‘;lﬂla in Poland amg- that the
struggle in the west has sdtt]led down
intuy a monctonous endurance test.

Petrograd Claims Capture of
More Than 22,000 Austrians

PETROGRAD, wia rLendon, January
4—The Russian army “under Gen. Rudko
Dimitrieff has captured 22570 Austrlans
and forty-flve machine guns during the
jast fortnight, according to an ofttcial
arinouncement given out lhere,
Having fortified themsclves along the
line through Sochaczew, Skicrnicwice,
Rawa: and Opoczuio, Russian Poland,
the Germans have again renewed their
stubborn attacks simultaneously to the
3 aw 3nd. have
;:3:21-':?2! v:?t:rz:u‘t;? Vistaulg ri:'er
near Czerwinsk, evidently with. the in-
tention _of * directing a mmovement
against Nowo Géorgiewsk. - This is the
ynformpation contained in dl_apptghea re-
ceived here from ‘the castern war the-

ater. 2 :
Advance Toward Vistula.
in_the south, -near Groitsy, the Ger-

mnst Hs A

i true that the Russians have

himselt .

mane are attempting.an sdvanes to-
ward the Vistula in t.Iu: region T'lr
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