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farce
The
how-

HERE are times when
has to be taken serionsly.

a

first few performances,

ever amusing to the autli#nces,!

are fraught with suspense for
the promoters. While this stvle of piay
is regarded as the broadest of humor,
its effects often depend on the most
delicate contrasts, and the mechanism of
the story has to be adjusted with a nicety
that makes the skill of, the author akin
to that of the engineer. Its egervice to
thonght and endeavor may be slight, but
the contrivance is elaborate and ingenious.

“The Blua Envelope" in its trawvels

* k *
goes over a route that is made jovous
by =everal bubbling oases of fun. Be-
tween them are arid places in the con-
versational journey, but the play has

n its favor the fact taat mome of the
«omie eplsodes linger in recollection, and
rempt the auditor to try to describe them
tn @ friend. There Is no surer way to
get 2 man to go to a show than to try
to tell him about something that hap-
pened in the way of a comic scene. He
is compelled to go to satisfy his curiosity
am to whether anything you described
as yvou did could possihly be as enter-
taining as you said it was

* * %

The fine effects in “The Blue Envelope™
are dependent chiefly on the work of W.
J. Ferguson., an actor with a remarkable
vareer. Few men have had the compli-
ments that Ferguson has enjoyed. It is
related that Richard Mansfield said of
him, “Ferguson ia the greatest actor in
America—naxt to myseif.” This was
when he was playing with Mansfield in
“Beau Brummell” The occasions for
complaining of modesty in an actor are
not many; but the occasion seems to
arise in the case of this eminent, though
unstarred, player, who for years has gone
on content to apply the utmost finease
to roles of subordinate rank. Yet his
performances have always been character-
ized by a subtle unction and a tempera-
mental buoyancy that gave them distine-
tlon. “The Blue Envelope” follows farce
precedent in presenting & story whosse
moral is obscure. If the farce is the out-
growth of any old morality play, the
hardships and embarrassments of the
spouse who undertakes a surreptitious
lurn on the primrose path of dalliance
are lost might of in the appeal to the
sense of the ridiculous.

* &

It is not often that a singer still
young in professional experience meets
4 more exacting test than that which
Gretchen Hood met when she sang
with the San Carlo Opera Company on
Wednesday afternoon. The singers in
the cast were gifted performers, sea-
soned by experience and accomplished
to the last detail in histrionic as well
as in vocal expression. It was an evi-
dence of confident judgment on the
part of the management to place her
thus in evidence, for the slightest im-
perfection could not fail to be em-
Phasized by the high quality of her
surroundings. No Marguerite was ever
more gently beautiful in appearance or
more {ree from self-consclousness. She
=ang with a security that matched the
case of her gtage presence, revealing a
voice whose gweetness and flexibility
made it seem the expression of nature
ieelf rather than of skill

* & %

The San Carlo singera have made a
place for themselves among the music
lovers of Washington, their perform-
ances having created a sincere enthusi-
asm far beyond that which most or-
ganizations essaving grand opera on
tour have aroused. The assemblage of
=0 remarkable a list of singers is an
schievement which shows the keenest
dizcernment of quality on the part of
he management. The San Carlo per-
formances represent grand opera for
grand opera’'s sake, and mnot for the
vommercial exploitation of readyv-made

reputations.
* & =

The songbirds are recognized as the |
signs of approaching spring, and even|

wliile grand opera was paying the city
a lLenten wvisit, announcements were
made of more opera of all kinde and
caliber, The Columbia Theater will
give musical comedies and the Nation-
el will offer the =tandard productions
for which the .Aborns have become
known and esteemed. The possibility
that the gupplementary theatrical sea-
pon will be quite as interesting as the
reguiar =eason is by no means remote.
FHILANDEF. JOHNSON.

Ais Interesting Company.—Thers are
aor = interesting young people nf the
sta e in “The Poor Little Rich Girl"”

l.eonie Dana, who has the title role,
has acted since she was two years old
with the late Pete Dalley, Thomes Jef-
ferson and was the original child with
Faversham in “The Equawman” and in
many New York productions, including
“Passers-By” and “The Piper.” Viela
Fortescue, the snake woman of the
play, Is the daughter of Georxe K.
Faortescue, a famous female burlesquer,
rather than impersonator, in Rice's
Evangeline” and kindred frivolities of a
quarter century ago. Helen Gurney,
the deceitful nurse, was trained in
Augustin Daly's company, and ia the
wife of Branche O'Brien, a well known
sdvance agent. Ella Rock, the soclety
bee-hunting mother, s a FPhiladelphia
girl who began with Elele Janis in
musgical comedy.

Eric Jewett is the son of Henry Jaw-
«!f, the only male surviver of Mans-
field's original “Arms and the Man"
cast, who has recently been making
Shakespearean revivals in Boaton. J.
Palmer Colllns, the sympathetic old
~rgan grinder, acted with Bir Henry
Irving and Beerbohm Tree in London.
Horace Mitchell, personator of the
kindly physician, was a pupil of the
famous elocutionist, James E. Mur-
dock, and was stage director of the San
rancisco  company that Jincluded
Charles Richman  Gladys Hanson,
t'harles Cherry and Rose Coghlan last
summer. Joseph A. Bingham, the flat-
heuded policeman, has blown his whis-
vle at every performance of the Eleanor
«iates fantasy for the past thresa peg-
sols. Mignon Leris appeared here

rith Digby Bell in veaudeville. Mons.

lphonse, personating the King's Eng-
lish, and the tale-bearing Ilittle bird,
njas circled the globe as ventriloguist
and magician.

Al Grady, the puffy bear, has Im-
persona all sorts of animals, and
was the amiable Tige in over one thou-
sand four hundred performances of
“Buster own." Trevelle Foster has

pinyved children in “"Rebecca of Sunny-
brook Farm,” “The Blue Bird" and
“Prunella,” a= well as the slangy lit-
tie thief in "Within the Law And
. last, but not least, the courtedus voung
manager. “back with the show,” is
Frank Young, a son of the dramatizer
! of “Ben-Hur."

karl Jorm.—Karl Jorn's father was
! a mechanic in the city of Riga, Rus-
| sia. where Karl was born. A wealthy
| neighboering family having lost their
only child persuaded the Jorns to let

them adopt Karl, and they lavished
upon him all that love and wealth
could give. His foster-parents were

patrons of grand opera and took him
with them. Eventually he found he

cultivated. .
He made his first appearance in opera

at the town of Freiburg,
lLater he sanlg with the aopera com-
panies in Vienna, London, Berlin,

'aris and other European capitals Six
vears ago he came to this country as
ia member of the Metropolitan
pany.

A vear after getting here he applied
! for his first naturalization papers, and
now he is a full-ledged naturalized
American. He owns and lives on a
200-aere farm at Bremen, Pa., when not
filling operatic engagements, and he
works there from sunrise to sunset,
just as all the farmers of the neigh-
borhood do. He does a good deal of
hiz own mowing and baying, and his
neighbors, it is s=sald, are even vyet
loath to belisve that he is the Karl
Jorn of whom they have read in new’
letters from New York city.

Children With Star's Names.—What's
in a name?

A first glance at the program con-
talning the cast of artists who appear
in “The Things That Count” might
lead one to suspect that the play is to
be presented nere with an almest all-
star cast, for the program includes no
less than four names which have
adorned the Great White Way in elec-
tric lights.

These, however, are the stage names
selected by the four juvenile charac-
ters in the play who have chosen, to
help them on their climb up the slip-
pery ladder to fame and fortune by tne

footlignt route, the mnames of well
Kknown stars. They are Grace George
Dougherty, who plays Dulel; Maxine

Elllott Hicks, as Blawnch O'Denovan;
wdna Wallace Hopper, as Elvira Vanni,
and Nick Long, jr., as Mickey U'Dono-
van.

‘‘hese children are all said to be so
clever that their more illustrious pred-
ecegsors may well feel proud that they
are the ones who have selected to per-
petuate their names before the pub-

. NATIOMAL

" RKlaw and Erlanger will present
Eleanor Gates celebrated play, “The
Poor Little Rich Girl," at the New Na-
tional. this week, starting tomorrow
evening.

This play is foremost among latter-
day contributions to the stage and has
engaged much attention. It ran for
eight months in New York and has had
notable success on tour from the At-
lantic to the Pacific. It is a big play for
men and women and intensely interest-
Ing.

The author, Eleanor (3ates, has taken
& novel idea and handled it with strik-
ing ingenuity. She tells a story of
present-day wsociety and at the same
time shows wonderful excureions into
dreamland. She calls it a play of “fact
and fancy.” There iz a combination of

sentiment, humor and spectucular
splendor, and the dual action is ab-
sorbingly entertaining. There is

shown the neglect of a child, Gwen-
dolyn, by wealthy parents, who are
taken up with worldly ambitions. The
child falls desperately i1l through an
overdose of opiate glven by a deceitful
nurse. In her delirium she goes to
places her fancy had created, guch as
“The Tell-Tale Forest,” where there
is no duplicity; the “Land of Lights"
where candies are burned at both ends;
and “Robin Hood's Barn,” where everyv-
body rides hobbies. There she meets
“the two-faced thing": the “snake in
the grass”; the organ grinder who
makes “tongues in all languages''; the
footman who murders the "king's Eng-
lish™ after furious combat; together
with no end of other eurlous creatures
born of the child's fevered imagina-
tion.

A powerful domestic drama is acted
at the same time wonderful adventures
in the land of fantasy are depicted,
tual persons are also fantustic beings
and are visible in both forms, and real
actions are merged into the strange
and wonderful fabrics of a child's men-
tal pletures. Gwendolyn's dreams are
visualized while vital drama is plaved.
“The Poor Little Rich Girl”" s strong
in emotional quality and merriment. Jts
story is fascinating and it Is massive
in spectacular effects.

A big cast is ealled
person has a dual
the thirty

for and each
character. Among
membars nof the company
are lLeonie Dana, Ella Rock, Viola
Fortescue, Helen Gurney, Suzannue
Rowe, Margaret Houck, Mignon Leris,
Nellie Preston, Horace Mitehell, J. Pal-
mer Collins, Eric Jewett, Harrv Linkey,
James Eryson, Joseph A. Bingham, Al
Grady, A. Alphonse and others long
identified with the success of the play.

“The Things That Count.” which will
be presented under the management of
William A. Brady at the Helasco The-
ater this week, had a run of over eight
months at the Plavhouse, in New York
citl, last season.

“The Things That Count” is a play
that concerns itself neither with the
problems of the hour nor the perplexi-
tles of tomorrow, but employs charac-
ters natural and famillar to every one.
The main interest attaches to an old
couple well past the meridlan of life.
Affecting a deep Interest in love and
charity, and associated with a char-
tered organization of benevolent society,
they are none too familiar with these
virtues when encountered outside of
the abstract. The love thread of the
play is carried by a Young actress, left
destitute by her husband's death, and
& young phyelcian, who was the hus-
band's best friend. Throughout the
three acts there is a hint of Christmas
and the spirit that goes with tinseled
fir trees and holly.

The play begins in the morning room
of & home on Washington square, and
the two remaining acts pass in w«
fourth-floor room In a tenement house
of lower New York.

The original cast, promised hers, in-
cludes Florine Arnold, Evelyn Wiéd-
ll!lg. Francis J. Gillen, George Pai
Wallace Erskine, Hilda Hellstrom, Nick
Long. Idalene Cotton, Florence Mack,
Loulse Muldener, Rena Howard, Grace
Q. D?ugherly. Edna W. Hopper, Max-
ine E. Hicks and Nick Long, Jr. There
will be the usual matinees Wednes-
day and Saturday at popular prices.

COLUMBIA

Beginning tomorrow, twice daily, the
World Film Corporation will present
for one week the hundred-thousand-
dollar photodrama, “S8alambo” from the
famous novel by Gustave Flaubert.
“S8alambo” is both a spectacls and &
love story of 2,100 years ago. Carthage
was at war with Rome and ths pro-
ducers of the film take advantage of
the fact to give many stirring hattle
scenes. Moreover, the religious life of
Carthage is shown in several eplsodes
in the temples, and the people's love
of gorgeous displays is also freely il-
lustrated.

In respect of its presentation, settings
and gcting ?!ulamho" iz declared one of

had a volee and his good fairies had it

o= |

|

Germany., 1

the greatest motion pletures ever made.

And it includes also a wonderful love
story.

Salambo, princess and priestess, a
lovely woman with a woman's prefer-
ences and susceptibilities, prefers the
love of a handsome slave to that of

Nurr Havas, the warrior selected for
her by her father, and the slave, Matho,
dares much to win her, and does so in
the end by the art of his slave, Splen-
dius,

The settings and scenes in the picture
are beautiful, There are crowds of ac-

tors and actresses, battles, temple
scenes, 4ll 1he constituents of a vast
film spectacie of stupendous propor-
tions.
e
BTKEITHS
- : ]
Falith  Ialinferro, Tarl Jesh, Sam
Chip and Mary Marble are the three
extraoridinary atiraciions heading the
B F. Ke Theater bill this week.
Miss Taliafeérro, former star of “Re-
of Sunnybrook Farm,™ “Young
m” and “Polly of the Cireus,”

betrayed his trust, but in the end all
things are set right.

* The play abounds in clever lines end
interesting character studies, while the
pictures of chlldhood, as in all Miss
Crothers' plays, are unexcelled.

Miss Maud Gilbert will have the lead-
ing role, played originally by Misa Nill-
son, while Rockliffe Fellows will be
seen in the role created by Frederic
Truesdell. Robert Lowe will have the
Henry Kolker role, and Graham Vel-
sev will follow John Westley gs the
older brather.

Iid l.ee Wrothe and the “Ginger Girls”
will be the attraction at the Gayety
Theater this week. In the new produc-
tion Wrothe appearas as a Janltor of a
fashionable apartment house on Riverside
drive. The piece is staged in two acts,
entitled “Higgins at Home™” and “Higgins
in Alaska.” Wrothe is supported by a
good ecast. Jane La Beau is at the head
of the feminine contingent. Owen Mar-
tin, Augusta Lang., Estella Colbert and

NANON WELCH

1

will present for the first time hnre!

Tom Barry's “A Breath of Old Vir-|
ginia,” an (0d Dominion romance of !
love and loyalty, in which Miss Talia-}
ferro assumes 4 hoy's costume, Her |
supporting company includes Otto Kru-

ger, Charles Knowlden, Charles Bart- |
ling and A. . Weed., The Wagnerian |
tenor, Karl Jorn, from the New York
Metropolitan  erand  opera company,
will, 1n costume, sing a numhber of
BONES Music lJovers will recall hlm
in the roles of “DParsifal,” “Seigfried”
and “Lohenerin” Sam Chip and Mary
Marble, supported by Jobn W. Dunne
and Paul MefGall, will be seen in
“The Land of the Dykes,” a Hollandese
skit full of drollery, ditties and dances,
The sketoh is by Herboert Hal]l Winslow
and the music and Iyvrics by Albert von
Tilzer. Other features inelude Van
Hoven, “The Mad Mag tn"; VYVaughn
Comfort and John King, blackface
comedians, in “Coontown Divercons:
the Mevako sisters, Japanese singing

glrls; Jesse L. Lasky's posing spectn-
cle, "The Aurora of Light”: Alberta
Moore and Myrtle Young, the popular
pipe organ recitals and the Pathe week-
1y news pletorial,

Today it 3 and S:15 pm. vaudeville
concerts will be given, at which Ger-
trude Hoffman and company in her
“Revue” and the other numbers in last
week's bill will appear.

POLIS
Rachel Crothers' charming little com-

edy, “The Three of Us,” which- first
brought stellar fame to Carlotta Nill-

son, will be the offering of the Poll
Players this week. The story deals
chiefly with the fortunes end love cf

Rhy Machesney, the oldest of three

children, who have been orphaned. Rhy
Is the head of the family, and her
chief interest in life is to guard for
her younger brothers a mine which has
been left to the family by an im-
provident father. In the course of her
efforts to preserve this patrimony sahe
meets . Young mining engineer, who
discovers that a wealthy syndicate is
endeavoring to secure a right of way
through her property. He tells BRhy-
of his discovery under seal of secrecy,
but is overheard by Rhy's younger
brother, who plays into the hands of
the enemy. When the secret leaks out
the young engineer belleves Rhy has
L3
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AUGUSTA LANG

Max Fehrmann feature In the comedy.
A large and comely chorus is promised.
A wrestling bout is announced for Wed-
nesday evening and speclal featureas for
Friday evening.

Cosmos.

Six vaudeville acts new to Washing-
ton, including two big headline attrac-
tions and the biggest comic feature
photoplay of the day, showing Charlie
Chaplin in “The Champion,” besides the
Hearst-Selig news plctures and a serles
of other film features as added attrac-
tions, is the announcement of the
Cosmos Thesater for St. Patrick’s week,
beglnning with the matinees tomorrow.
As a special feature, in Keeping with
the season, Bernardl, the famous cor-
netist, will play the familiar melodies
of Ireland, while on a screen on the
atage will be thrown scenes of the
lakes of Killarney and other pictur-
esque epots in the Emerald Isle

The headliners are "“The Visitor,” a
tense dramatic playlet, presented by
Porter J. White and company, and a
muaical comedy with a real plot, funny
situations, lots of bright dlalogue end
a host of pretty melodies. The story
concerna a young couple, betrothed by
their parents, who seek to escape mar-
riage by impersonating their own mald
and valet, and then getting caght in
the net by Cupid.

The Bennett Sisters will offer dainty
songs and dances, with & novel ven-
trilogqual climax; the Vynos, their
musical farmyard, in which fence
palingd, milk cans and even a cow are
made to serve as musical instruments,
and another act will he announced in
the program.

Casino. ,
Returning to its original builders and
ma:ingarn. the Mayer Amusemeént Com-
pany, the Casino Thegter announces a
program of six acts ‘ijeleuted vaude-

ville of high class drawn from the
Amalgamated Vaudeville Circuit of
New York and headed by Daisy Har-
court, the noted London music: hall
singer and protean artlst, in character
songs, eketches and her own peculiar
type of comedy. The remaining acts,
not yet specifically verified, will be an-
nounced in the program at the mati-
nees tomorrow. As an added attrac-
tion, an exhibition will be given at
each performance of high-grade photo-
play features.

At the concerts today from 2 to 10:30
p.m. specialties new and popular with
other attractions will be presented in
addition to the feature photoplays and
an orchestral program.

Grand Opera Concert Tonight.

The entire membership of the San
Carlo Grand Opera company will ap-
pear in a grand opera concert at the
Belasco Theater tonight in a program
that will present the entire eighteen
principals of the organization.

The grand operatic concert which
Tmpresario Gallo has prepared as a
fitting close to the successful week of
his colony In Washington Is =o ar-
ranged that the entire chorus and or-
cheetra, with the leading artists, will
be heard in some of the most popular
ensemble numbers of the opera world.
Rossini's beautiful overture from the
“Barber of Seville” will open the pro-
gram, which wlill be in two parts, and
close with the famous sextet from
Luecla,

Programs of this nature are glven
every Bunday night at the Metropoli-
tan Opera House, New York, and are

Thou Know That Fair Land,” from
“Mignon,” Thomas, Mlle, Edith Ah'ord':
prayer from “Cavalleria Rusticana,”
Mascagni, Mme. Kaestner and chorus.

Intermission ten minutes.

Part 11—Barcarolle from “Tales of
Hoffman,” Offenbach, orchestra; Coat
aong from “La Boheme,” Puccinl, Sig-
nor Emillo Sesona; “Dance of the
Houris,” Ponchielli, ballet and_ orches-
tra; aria from the “King of Lahore,”
Massenet, Signor Angelo Antola; arla,
“Cieli Azzurri" from “Ailda,” Verdl,
Mme. Leda Errera; "Che Gelida Ma-
nina,” from “La Boheme,”" Puccini, Sig-
nor Gluseppe Agostini; sextet from
“"Lucia di Lammermoor,’”” Donizett,
Vaeccari, Sedelmayer, Graziani, Rossini,
Antola and Cervl. Musical director,
Gluseppe Angelini; at the piarno, Maes-
tro Barducei.

Cosmos Concerts Today.

Tabani's “Hungarian
T=chaikowsky's “1812" Overture, Ben-
dix's intermezzo, “Butterfly”: wvon
Blon's “"Whispering Flowers,” Hosmer's
air de balet, “Pirouette”; Czlbulka's

Overture,”

idyll, "Woodland Whispers,” Joyce's
waltz sulte, “Passing of Salome', Man-
vell's “Glockenspiel Polka,” with bell

2olp by Jack Gresset, and other classic
and high-grade popular selections
will be plaved in the concert program
of the orchestra at the Cosmos The-
ater concerts today from 3 to 10:30 p.m.

EDA [ RRERA !
Sm;‘cag:.o GRAND OFPERA CO

New specialties and other attractions
will be featured.

Boston Symphony Tuesday.
The Hoston Symphony Orchesira will

close its series of local concerts for
the present season Tuesday afternoon

in the New XNatlonal Theater at 4:30
o'clock. The soloist will be Beatrice
Harrlson, the voung English violon-
cellist. Miss Harrlson took the gold
medal given Jjointly by the Royal
Academy and Royal College of Music
of London, when she was nine years

old, and when she was seventeen she
received the Mendelssohn prize in

Berlin. A greater part of her study-
Ing was done with Hugo Becker of
Frankfort.

The program, arranged by Dr.
Muck, comprises Goldmark's overture,
“Sakuntala”; the “Fourth Symphony"”
of Guy Ropartz, Tachaikowsky's varia-
tions on a Rococo theme for vielon-
cello and orchestra, and Weber's over-
ture, “Der Freischutz.” Eopartz's
“Symphony in C Major, Neo. 4" will be
a novelty to Washington. Ropartz, a
pupil of Cesar Franck, will play in
this symphony.

Von Unschuld Recital 'Wednesday.
The program of Mme. von Unschuld's
first recital, Wednesday, will be devoted
to Beethoven, Schumann and Schubert.
On her recent concert tour in the prin-
clpal cities of New York, Mlchigan,
Ohio and Minnesota Mme. von Un-
schuld was warmly praised for the
rare combination of truly singing fin-
ger tips and brilliancy. She is a pro-
ficient technleian, and has an acute
dlscernment of the inner medning of
music which she brings to light with

considered among the most delightful
events of the opera season in the
metropols,

Popular prices have been announced
for tonight's concert.

The program in detail is as follows:

Part I—Overture, “Barber of Seville,"
Rossini, orchestra; Cavatina from
“Cenerentola,” Rosaini, Signor Natale
Cervi; Toreador from “Carmen,” Bizet,
Signor Modestl and chorus; Elsa's aria
from “Lohengrin,” Wagner, Mme. Mary
Kaestner; aria from “La Tosca,” Puc-
cini, Bignor Salvztore Sclarettl; “Dost

peculiar interest and strength.

Elmendorf Thursday.

Dwight Elmendorf will close his regu-
lar season with his {llustrated travel talk
“Around the United States'” at the New
National Theater next Thuraday after-
noon at 4:30. Beginning,with views of
Washington, he will conduct his hearers
to the Colorado Rockies and ‘thence to
the Grand Canyon of Arizona. Cylifor-
nia will be the next objective, ter

[}
an early view of the two great exposi- |

tiona to be held there this year and a
vieit to Yosemite walley the tour is con-
tinued to Mount Ralnier National Park
and the Columbla river country, and
finally to America’'s great wonderland—
the Yellowstone Park

John McCormack Friday.

John McCormack, the Irish tenor, will
make his last appearance in this city
this season Friday afternoon at 4:30
o'clock at the New Natlonal Theater.
His program will include recitative

and arfa from *“Engedi,” Beethoven;
“Singer's Consolatlon,” Schumann;
“Ave Marla,” Schubert;: “The Three

Comrades,” Hans Herman; Irish songs,
“The Enchanted Valley,” arranged hy
Wood: *“The Ballynure Ballad,” ar-
ranged by Hughes: “Reynardine,” ar-
ranged by Hughes: “Tha Snowy
Breasted Pearl” Hobinson: “"When the
Dlew Is Falling,” written for Mr. Me-
Cormack by Edwin Schneider;, "Serc-
nade,” Ludwig Schwab; “Before thé
Dawn,” Hubert Bath, and “Eleanore,”
Coleridge-Taylor. “Reynardine” is a
traditional Irish air recently discovered
by Mr. Hughes in a remote section of
County Kerry, where they tell the story
of a fairy who i8 supposed to turn into
a fox.

The concert is under the local man-
agement of Mrs, Wilson-Greene,

Hutcheson Recital Saturday.

Next Saturday morning in the small
balliroom of the New Willard the third

of the serles of recitals by Ernest
Hutcheson will be glven.

Powell Lecture Next Sunday.

E. Alexander Powell, author and war
correspondent, will present his illus-
trated lecture, “Fighting in Flanders”
at the Belasco next Sunday night, in-
stead of this evening, as originally an-
nounced. Mr. Powell went through the

Belgian campaign as a correspondent,
attached to the Belgian armies in the
fleld, and was on the firing line from
the capture of Brussels to the fall of
Antwerp. The lecture will be lllustrated
with photograps taken by Mr. Powell
and the press photographer who ac-
companied him.

e

“The Bird of Paradise.”

“The Bird of Paradise™ is to be pre-
sented agaln at the Belasco Theater
next week. It is a western production
with an eastern success. The author,
Richard Walton Tully, is a graduate of
the University of California. The pro-
ducer, Ollver Morosco, is the western
genius who has taken New York by
atorm with his Impressive plays and
casta during the past two seasons; the
story of the play itself concerns
Hawall, and the actors, without ex-
ception, are either western born or won
their laurels in the west

Paul Willson, a sterling young
American physician, falls in love with
a native Hawailan girl, named Luana,
endowed with all the charm of an ex-
ceptional member of her sex, whether
reared in London or Tahiti, but be-
neath her brown skin she is essen-
tially and always an untamed, pa-
thetioc savage. The emotions which
this primitiveness engenders and the
interplay of love and hate and regret
which ensues, formulate the web of one
of the strongest plays of recent years.

Mies Lenore Ulrich as Luana, William
Desmond as Dr. Paul Wilson and Rob-
ert Morris, David Landau, the original
Hawaiian hula dancers and others of
the large cast ere promised here in
the eastern production.

Elsie Ferguson March 29.

Charles Frohman, Klaw and Erlanger
will present Elsie Ferguson at the
New Natlonal Theater Monday, March
29, in *"Outcast,” the play by Hubert
Henry Davies in which she has been
appearing all the season at the Lyceum
Theater in New York. Washington is
the first city Miss Ferguson will wvisit
after concluding her New York engage-
ment. ‘“‘Outcast” = a gripping, thor-
oughly human play of a phase of
modern London life. As Mirlam Miss
Ferguson has achieved by far the
greatest success .of her career. BShe
will be surrounded by the company at
present appearing with her in New
York, including Charles Cherry, Mar-
guerite Leslie, Warburton Gamble, J.
Woodall Birde, Nell Compton, .Leslie
Palmer and Gilllan Scaife.

Calve at Keith's.

Mme. Emma Calve, the gramid opera
prima donna, world renowned for her
incomparable “Carmen,” has been se-
cured for the B. F. Kelth Theater next
week, heading a standard Keith vaude-
ville hill totaling ten features. Mme.
Calve has been singing thes past two
weeks at the B. ¥. Keith Palace The-
aler, New York city, and, as was to be
expected, she has drawn audiences
breaking all past records of size. Fol-
lowing New York the Keith manage-
ment decided to let Washington have
the next opportunity.

While here she will give the costume
arias from “Carmen,” “Perle De Bre-
gil” and other grand operas sung in
the metropolis, concluding her offer-
ing with “Suwanee River” and other
popular American S0nNgs.

Other features wiil be Kajivami, am-
bidextrous Japanese writing marvel;
the Ray Dooley trio, Duffy and Lo-
renze in “Springti " Bert Fitzgib-
bon, the original Jaffy DI come-
dian; Earle Reynolds and Nellie Done-
gan, dancing roller skaters; Slg. Am-
gelo Patricola, pianist from the Nor-
dica Concert Company; the Alexander
Kids, the pipe organ recitals and the
Pathe weekly news plctorial.

“Paid in Full.”

Eugene Walter's “Paid in Full" will
be the offering of the Poli Players next
week. This was the first big success-
ful American play from the pen of the
author of *“The Easiest Way,” *“The
Trail of the Lonesome FPine' and “Fine
Feathers.” It tells with vivid realism
the story of Mr.and Mrs. JosephBrooks,
who are living in a Harlem flat on
Brooks' salary of $25 as a collection
clerk for a shipping concern. Brooks
is a weakling, and he cannot bear to
see the pleasures which others with
more means are able to have. Event-
ually he embezzles a large sum of
money, and in the course of a few
months his peculations are discovered.
He comes to his wife and pleads with
her to go to Capt. Williams, his em-
ployer, and try to secure his promise
not to prosecute the thief. In the
apartmenta of Capt. Willlams is enact-
ed the great third act of the play, one
of the most forceful in the history of
American drama.

= Billy Watson.

“Sliding” Billy Watson aund his
burlesque carnival will be the offering
at the Gayety Theater next week. Joe

Hurtig is presenting this wversatile
comedlan in a clean burlesque pro-
duction. Two entirely different

burlesques will be presented, with an
olio of high-class vaudeville special-
ties. The first act deals with a plot
of mistaken ldentity and furnishes a
chain of farcial complications, and the
cloging burlesque has a French atmos-
phere. Watson is surrounded by vaude-
ville and burlesgue celebrities, includ-
ing a large chorus.

Elmendorf to Give a Special

Sunday afterncon, March 21, at the

New National Theater, Dwight Flmen-
dorf will give a speclul travelogue for
the henefit of the “Hand of (ool
Hope.” The subject ¢k v AFaAr-
den of Allah” is hest of
his repertoire. The lecture will start
promptly at 3:30 o'clock

The organization which (s to benefit
by the performance has the support of
many of the leading women of Wash-
ington.

“Chimes of ﬁormandy."

The Belasco Theater will be the scenum

of a production of Plunquette's fa-
mous opera. ““The Chimea of Nom
mandy,” the week of April 5 (Baster

Monday), under the directlon of Virglli
Andre Tressl. The performances will

be in aid of local charitabl

tions and every evening spe
tractions will be added. A large

atd orchestra, aml new costizmes
seenery will be provided The prine
pale have been specially selected and
include: Hazel Wegner, Marguerite vas
Horn Tedrow, Anne Dale, Muvy Mar
dralk, Gertrude T. viarth, Gladvs Bunt
ing, Cecilla Bramman, Susie Sardale
Anna May Brannan, Eugene L. Wal-
ters, I. W. Paluter, Jumes K. Younsg.

l;‘aul i-‘; Backschmid, ir.; Harry B. Mos-,
S. L. Forts, James HB. Peat. A maghi-
ficent production is promised

Aborn Opera Co. April 26.

With the melodious “Chocolate Sol-
dler” the new Aborn Cornpany wiil inan
gurate at the New National Theater
April 26 a spring and summer season
of modern musical plays. A cast
sixty people and principals includes
some of the best known opera and mn

or

sical comedy stars. Iopular prices will
be charged, the seats all heing res
at 25 and 0 cents, with thires matinees
weekly at cents all over the hor

As the Aborns will have the s

i e
sort of company in Baltimore and other

eastern cities, they will be enabled to
alternate their principals in the roles
to which they are best suited. The
plan also will be adopted of moving

the entire company between Washing-
ton and Baltimore.

A Chat W?ti Ferguson.

Modern theatricals hive been the tar-
get fgr so much abuse of all kimds that
one who knows but little of them
might be pardoned If, accepting ,the
Judgment of those whe profess ta
know, he should conclude that thers ia
no good in them. And if the plays them-
selves be so lacking in righteousness,
why not the players also?

Such, of course, is superfielal judge-

ment, rendered, as judgments are so
often rendered, absolutely withour =
real knowledge of the facts. Hut it is

made excusabhle hiv the recklessness of
modern playwrights, and it may be
added also by money-backed stars of
4 season. The products of hoth, imma-
ture and unsatisfactory when put te
the real test, have much to do with
rash conclusions that the modern Stago
has “gone to the demnition bow-wows, ™"
as Mr. Mantalin! might tersely observe.

But just as there are exceptions in
plays, so, too, are thers notable ex-
eeptions in plavers, And W, J Fer-
guson, that splendid product of the ald
school, who has been making Wash-
Ington audiences “split thelr sides with
laughter'—to use vulgar parlance—
the past week, is one of them.

Of all the players now befora the
footlights none, perhaps, has hud so
wide und so thorough an experience in
the profession which he adorns, and
none has more acceptably meat the re-
quirements in every line than Mr., Fer-
guson. And vet, after yeurs of the
most exacting training and the mo=t
indisputable proof of his ability, it
seems singular that none of the Broad-
way managers or producers hus vel

had the courage, not to say the grati-
tude—for Mr. Ferguson has been u bhig
Broadway attraction for thirty-five
yvears, and his drawing powers are stili
undiminished—to star him in w play
Mr. Ferguson beguan his theatrieal
career right here in Washington as o
call boy at the old Ford's Thenler, on
10th street, some time before the as-
sassination of President Linceln, whicly
closed the place forever as a place of
amusement. At the time of the tragedy
he was a very young man, alternating
between holding the prompt book and
playing minor parts, and sometimeas, as
on the night of the tragedy, dning both
“My father and John T. Ford” saia
Mr. Ferguson, “were deacons in one of

the strictest of old-fashioned blue-
stocking Presbiyterian churches in
Baltimore, and yet it was my father
who placed me with Mr, Ford for &«
theatrical career, heciuse, as he told
me once, he had watched me ar play
with the bovs, and he thought I had

that sort of talent.

“It was a good thing even for u Fres-
byterian deacon to do,” =said Mr. Fer-
guson, “for it put nie where I had ne

time to run around and sow wild oars
or get into mischief. I never drank
or was at a horse race in my life, And
it was the habits of life then forced
upon me, when | was earning §5

week, that have kept me well and
strong and active through my entire
life. 1 was never =ick a day 1m m:
life.” And those who saw the sprigh?

1y comedian in “The Blue Envelope” the
past week Ay judge how active
js—and he is more than twenty-five
years old.

“I had a thorough training™ lie said.

“I have actuaily during m3
career, and in its relopmaent every
one of the leading parts of Shakes-
peare’s great plays that have been

plaved and many of the minor ones,
a school

“There never was such as
Shakespeare, for he wis an actor s
well as a playwright. Shakespeare, the
Bible and Pilgrim's I'rogress [ regard
as the three books the world could
never do without, They were Lineoln's

guide to greatness, why not, therefors
the guide of lesser lights,

“But another important thing in m

training was that | learned from the
bottem up-— not from the top down
and my daughter, wha iz now plaving

with me, is learning her profession 0
the same way—from the bottom up
That is the only way in the theatrical
profession to hope to remain at the
lop—If you ever get there.

“I am now as I have always been,

hale and hearty and a glutton for
work. Work never hurt any man. |r
wis not a curse to Ada yur Giod'=

merciful blessing to soothe him, when
he had lost the gredter prize. No mat
ter whuat, when, or where 1 play, I
take my place with the cast and ger
the full benefit of the entire rehearsal,
never leaving until the last.

“I have had my successes. I have
them mnow, and it is a source of the
keenest gratification to me to know
that Broadway does not tirae of me—
and Broadway has put thousands to
sleep everlastingly. But L attribute
everything, after God's providence, to
my early hardships and tralning, to
the course 1 was obliged to follow
that yielded up to me of the best—
and to work, work, work, the very
hardest and most exacting kind of
“:::‘h fs a glimpee into the inner life
of the nimble comedian whe made
thousands laugh the past week, and
not one of them, perhaps, ever thought
or remembered for an instant that
Mr. W. J. Ferguson's road to his pre-
eminence in his profession toda;r was
“a long, long way to Tipperary.”

Cathrine Countiss in Filmland.

Cathrine Countiss, seen upon the
screen the past week in Washington
in both “The Idler” and “The Ava-
lanche,” has gained & unique distine-
tion in silent drama. Recrulta from
the legitimate usually act for a featurs
film or so and thén are seen no more.
Aligs Countis® has been starred in four
photo-dramas within the past flve
months. One of these, Haddon Cham-
bers A Modern Magdalen,'" i just re-
leased. Last weelk Miss Countiss left
~ew York for Los Angeles to act 1n a

All this is significant of her popula
on the screen.

five-reel picture for the Oz Compp_?:-_ am
TiLy
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