THE EVENING

STAR. SATURDAY. MARCH

LS ol

1915—PART 1.

(4 ]

DANGER!-

A NOvelette of Extraordlnary Tlmely Interest Written Just Before the Openmg of the

Showmg How Great Britain Was (in Flctlon) Starved Into Submission by a Submarine Campalgn Lll(e

Being the Log of
Capt.

John Sirius

—By SIR A. CONAN DOYLE

Present Great War, and

That Recently Undertaken ]Jy Germany Conan Doyle Is One of England Most Active therary Defenders..

and HIS Strllung Story “DANGER“ Was Evulently Written to Warn the British Government to Provide

Some Effectlve Measures to Meet the leﬁcultles of Such an Attack on the Sources of Gfeat Britain's Food Supply

The Star has made special arrangements to print this re-
markable story in three instaliments, beginning today. The
second instajiment will appear in The Sunday Star tomorrow,
and the third and concluding installment in next Monday’s St-r.
Star readers are advised to order tomorrow’s Sunday Star and
Monday’s Star in advance, as the supply is likely to be ex-
hausted.

The s.tor.y deals with a conflict between a minor European
nation—presumably Holland, although not distinctly so stated
—and Great Britain. The minor nation is about to yield to an
ultimatum, when Capt. John Sirius, who is in command of a
small submarine fleet. objects, and proposes that he can settle
matters by a submarine campaign, similar to that now proposed
by Germany. The story is told by Capt. Sirius.

t Colijers

Tt is an amazing thing that the English, who have the repu-
being a practical nation. never saw the danger to
were expused. Tor many vears they had been
« hundred millions a vear upon their army
ind their fleet.  Squadrons of dreadnaughts costing $12.000,000
cach had been launched. They had apem enuTmous sums upon
cruisers, and buth their torpedo and their submarine squadrons

tation of
h they
-pending nearly

whie

were exceptionally strong. They were also by no means weak
in their aerfal power. especially in the matter of hyvdroplanes.
Besides all this, their army was very efficient in spite of its lim-
ited numbers. and it was the most expensive in Europe. Yet
when the day of trial came all this imposing force was of no
use whatever and might as well have not existed. Their ruin
could not have been more complete or more rapid if they had
not possessed an ironclad or a regiment.  And all this was ac-
complished by me, Capt. John Sirius, belonging to the navy of
one of the smallest powers in Europe and having under my
commmand a flotilla of eight vessels. the collective cost of whicl
was £1800.000. No one has a better right to tell the story
than L

I will not trouble you about the dispute concerning the co-
lonial frontier, embittered, as it was, by the subsequent death
of the two missionaries. A naval officer has nothing to do with
politiecs. T only came upon the scene after the ultimatum had |
been actually received. Admiral Horli had heen summoned to
the presence. and he asked that 1 should be allowed to accom-
pany him, because he happened to know that I had some clear
ideas as to the weak points of England and also some scheme
as to how to take advantage of them. There were only four of
us present at this meeting—the king, the foreign secretary,
Admiral Horhi and myself. The time allowed by the ultimatum
expired in forty-eight hours.

I am not breaking any confidence when I say that both the
king and the minister were in favor of a surrender. They saw . |
no possibility of standing up against the colossal power of
(ireat Britain. The minister had drawn up an acceptance of
the British terms, and the king sat with it before him on the
table. I saw the tears of anger and humiliation run down his
cheeks as he.looked at it

“I fear that there is no possible alternative, sire,” said the
minister. “Our envoy in London has just sent this report.
which shows that the public and press are more united than he
has ever known them. The feeling is intense, especially since
the rash act of Malort in desecrating the flag. We must give
way.

The king looked sadly at Admiral Horli.

“What is your effective fleet, admiral " he asked,

“I'wo battleships. four cruisers, twenty torpedo boats

vhit ~ubmarines.” said the admiral.

The king shook his head.

“It woull be madness to resist.”
" said the admiral, “before sou comie 1o a de
-honld wish you to hear Capt. Sirtus. who has a very
dennite plan of campaign against the Engli-h.”

*Absurd!” said the king impatiently. “What 15 the use?
Do you imagine that vou could defeat their vast armada?” |
“Sire.” 1 answered, “I will stake my life that if vou will

follow my advice you will within a month or six weeks at the
utmost bring proud England to her knees.” There was an as- |
-urance in my voice which arrested the attention of the king. :

and

~aul lie.
“And yet, sire,

i=ton |

The Sinking of a Great Food-Laden Liner, as Described in the Second Installment of This Story in Tomorrow’s Sunday Star

“T would advise, sire, that the whole fleet be gathered
under the forts of Blankenberg and be protected from attack
by booms and piles. There they can stay till the war is over.
The eight submarines, however, you will leave in my charge to
use as I think fit.”

“Ah, you would attack the English battleships with =sub-
marines 27 .

“Sire, I would never go near an English battleship.”

“And why not?”

“Because they might injure me, sire.”

“What, a sailor and afraid?”

“My life belongs to the country, sire.
these eight ships—everything depends upon them.
risk them. Nothing would induce me to fight.”

“Then what will you'do?” ;

“T will tell you,

And I did so. For half an heur | spoke. | was clear and
strong and definite, for many an hour on a lonely watch I had
spent in thinking out every detail. 1 held them enthralled.
The king never took his eves'irom my face.
as if turned to stone.

1t 1= nothine. Buat
I could not

sire.”

The mamister sat

“Are you sure of all thiz?

“Perfectly. sire.”

The king rose from the table.
“Send no answer to the ultimaium.” -aid he. " Announce
i both houses that we staud firm in the face of menace.  \d-

miral Horli. vou will in all re~spects carry out that which Capt.
Sirius may demand in furtherance of his plan.  Capt. Sirius, the
field 1s clear. A grateful
Ling will know how o reward you.”

o forth and Jdo as vou have said.
1 need not trouble vou by telling yvou the measures which
were taken at Blankenberg, since. as you are awarce, the fortress
and the entire fleet were destroved by the British within a week
of the declaration of war. I, will confine myself to my own

world to such an extent that people have begun to think that
there was something peculiar in their form and capabilities. This
is not so. Four of them, the Delta, Epsilon, lota and Kappa.
were, it is true, of the very latest model, but had their equals
i (though not their superiors) in the navies of all the great pow-
ers. As to Alpha, Beta, Gamma and Thefa, they were by no
means modern vessels and found their prototypes in the old F

class of British boats, having a submerged displacement of 800
tons, with heavy oil engines of 1.600 horse power, giving them

a speed of eighteen knots on the surface and of twelve knots
submerged. Their length was 18 and their breadth twenty-
four feet. They had a radius of action of 4,000 miles and a sub-
merged endurance of nine hours. These were considered the
latest word in 1913, but the four new boats exceeded them in all
| respects. \Without troubling you with precise figures, I may
sayv that thev represented. roughly, a 25 per cent advance upon
the older boats and were fitted with several auxiliary engines.
which were wanting in the others. At my suggestion, instead
of carrving eight of the very large Bakdorf torpedoes, which
arc nincteen feet long, weigh half a ton and are charged with
200 pounds of wet gun-cotton, we had tubes designed for cight-
cen of less than half the size. It was my design to make my-
self independent of my base.

And yet it was clear that T must have a base, so 1 made ar-
rangements at once with that object. Blankenberg was the
‘last place 1 would have chosen. \Why should I have a port of
kind? Ports would be watched or occupied. Any place
would do for me. 1 finally chose a small villa standing alone
nearly five miles from any village and thirty miles from any
To this T ordered them to convey, secretly by night. oil,
spare parts, extra torpedoes. storage batteries, reserve periscopes
and evervthing that 1 could need for refitting. The little white-
washed villa of a retired confectioner—that was the base from
which 1 operated against England.

any

H Port.

was assembling. The ultimatum had not yet expired, but it
was evident that a blow would be struck the instant that it did
Four of their areoplanes, circling at an immense height, were sui-
veying our defenses. From the top of the lighthouse |
thirty battleships and cruisers in the offing. with a number of the
trawlers with which in the British service they
the mine fields.

conmntend

break throneh

The approaches were actually with o0

mines. half contact and half ebservation. but the result=howed

=OWT

that they were msurticient to hold orf the encmy, <ince three
days later both town and ileet were speedily 'i.l'""l'l_\' d
However. | am not here to tell you tie incidents of the war,
but to explain my own part in it, which had such a decisive of-
fect upon the result. My first action was 1o send 1wy four ~cc-
ond class boats away instantly to the point which | had chosen
for my base. There they were to wait submerged, Iving with
negative buoyancy upon the sands in twenty feet of water anid
rising only at night. My strict orders were that they were to

attempt nothing the
tunity. All they
til they received further orders.”Having made this clear 1o Com-
i

upon the enemy, however tempting OppOT-

had to do was to remain intact and unscen un-
mander Panza, who had charge of this reserve tloulla. 1 shook
him by the hand and bade him farewell, leaving
sheet of note paper upon which I had explained the
used and given him certain general principles wh
apply as circumstances demanded.

with hun a
tactics to be
wch he could
My whole attention was now to vwn Hotilla,
which 1 divided into two divisions, keeping lota and Kappa
under my own command, while Capt. Miriam had Delta and
Epsilon. lle was to operate separately in the British channel,
while my station was the Straits of Dover.
plan of campaign clear to him. Then | saw that cach ship was
provided with all that it could carry. liach had forty tons of
heavy oil for surface propulsion and charging the dynamo which
supplied under had
cighteen torpedoes, as cxplained, and.ﬁnu rounds for the col-
lapsible quick-firing twelve-pecunder which we carried on deck,
and which, of course, disappeared into a water-tight tank when
we were submerged. We carried spare periscopes
less mast, which could be elevated above the conning tower
when necessary.

given nn

I made the whole

the electric engines water. Each also

and a wire-

There were provisions for sixteen days tor
the ten men who manned each craft.
of the four hoats which were destined to bring to nanght all

Such was the equipment

the navies and armies of Britain. At sundown that day it
was April 10—we set forth upon our historic vovage.
AMiriam had got away in the afternoon. since he had so

much further to go to reach his station. Stephan of the kappa
started with me: but, of course, we realized that minst
work independently. and that from that moment we
shut the sliding hatches of our conning towers on the =till
waters of Blankenberg harbor it was unlikely that we should
see each other again. though consorts in the same waters. 1
waved to Stephan from the side of my conning tower and he
to me. Then I called through the tube to my engineer (vur
water tanks were already filled and all Kingstons and vents
closed) to put her full speed ahead.

Just as we came abreast of the end of the pier and
the white-capped waves rolling in upon us I put the horizontal
rudder hard down and she slid under water. Through my
glass portholes 1 saw its light green change to a dark blue,
while the manometer in front of me indicated twenty fect. I let
her go to forty, because T should then be under the warships
of the English, though I took the chance of fouling the moor-
ings oi our own floating contact mines. Then [ brought her
on an even keel, and it was music to my
;  gentle, even ticking of my electric engines and to know that
I I was speeding at twelve miles at hour on my great tash.
| At that moment, as 1 stood congrolling my levers in mv
tower, I could have seen, had my cupola been oi glass,
vast shadows of the British blockaders hovering above e
I held my course due westward for ninety minutes and then,
shutting off the electric engine without blowing out the water
| tanks. 1 brought het to the surfiace. There was a rolling
| and the wind was ifreshening, so I did not think 1t safe to keep
{ my hatch open long, for so small is the margin of buovancy
that one must run no risks. But from the crests of the rollers
I had a look backward at Exlankenbcrfr, and saw
funnels and upper works oi the enemy’s fleet with the
house and the castle behind them, all flushed with the
glow of the setting sun. Even as I looked there was
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“You seem self-confident, Capt. Siriu<” | plans, which had so glorious and final a result. The boats lay at Blankenberg, and thither I went. They of a great gun. and then another. I glanced at my watch. It
“T have no doubt at all, sire.” The fame of my eight submarines, Alpha, Beta, Gamma, | were working frantically at the defenses, and thev had only to was 6 o'clock. The time of the ultimatum had expired. We
“What then would you advise? Theta, Delta, Epsilon. lota and Kappa, has spread through the | look seaward to be spurred to'fresh exertions. The British fleet were at war.
> ]
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capable; and short of that, its destiny  gemand of any other city. We have ! the citizens of the United States; and will be happy if that is the limlt of his “The abuse of narcotic drugs invol es
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m-u the Washington municipality have i fact clearly and unmistakably. 11'i a vacation, having had practically no liealth guestions that collectively coo-

-namt.urmd a4 partnership in
u--p uof the capital, and without any

ggestion that the nattonul eud of the
---';'mr'm-ruh!p was not alsolutely just

THE PRIDE OF AMERICA!

The People of All the States Should | has arisen of late, and in response to it |

there has been shown a congressional
Aid in Its P per | disposition to sever the connection and
Maintenance.

the up-

,let Washington go it alone.
| The arguments advanced in support
|ur this proposition lack the punch,
| They set up double taxation on the
‘Darl of the a\aer;geh;lmerlmn citizen—
=0 - | taxes ansesse ¥ s home state .md'
'z e the | kyening Telegram, Portiaud, wie w"’:;_:;:, :pl“ph“: Lonrl.rlhuuon lul the na-'
Ga BUppOr o e Capital ¢l
There i peed of a clear national | { They urge that [naamnrhpaa e\etr}y
pnderstanding and a strong national | other American city must stand on its |
sppral on behalf of the Capital city of | own feet und support Itself, Washing-
W ahin gt Itnn #hould be no whit lees Independent |

It was the dream of the hthenl DATE Ehie s rekt

Both arguments are futile and trivial. |
that Washington should become the | The national government contributes
wost maguificent capital in the world

something llke $8,000,000 a vear to the
There may bLe Americans who are

I'r;a!nl'.anlnce of “‘aahlnzton and this
Lumptious envugh to believe that it divided among the population of the
is sueh, but they are in error. It is not

country xlves a resultant tax, per
capita, that is ridlculously negligible.

the first eity of the country, as Rome

18 of Ttaly; a# Vienna is of Austria; us

| Concerning the other argument, the |
Capita! cfty has w cail for dppendenco

f Germsa : , on the rest of the country that does !
Berlin is ':l. ,elxn ni.nd thltﬂ.l i f not obtain in the case of any other
France. L ® original | i1y, because It im the capital of this

eonception are there; magnitude and | rjeh and powerful natlon—the richest
magnificence have been achieved; but and most powerful on the face of the

ias municipal magnificence in the phy-

| content with any cheese-paring policy
‘that will prevent the American capital

city known among men.
Diuring the last quarter of a century
we have evolved civic ideals of which lt”'-
we barely drewmed previously. These | that
ldpa.ug pertain to civie functions as wel

I there are seven wonders of the world.
people be resolved
the capital

the American
Washlngton,

reighth, Let us
ment of American achjevement In the |

They have to do with tne ' greategl of communal arts, that shall

mlca]l sense.

’ ns herein the . >
?:tt:‘"]\PH';'th,,o‘:m‘,,‘:"Lm?‘:mf.‘,‘.t‘ﬁ},hJ and | endure in r.-im_e. }t not 5“ ram_. a0 long
wholesomely appointed home for all ita %’-" “th" _tl}“mm‘ race shall continue to
residents; wherein will be found lhel uild cittes. }
most c-ﬂa:mi\'- npencies of Iledu('atmn,l
recreation and culture working to the | .
recreation and T ommunity. i | President Pardons W. G. Crawford.

fts own physical appearance that city
is a city of art as well as comfort and
healthfulness, and a8 assisting men
und women to the realization of their
Lest aspiration, it is the comunal
trivmph of modern times.

That is the sort of eclty, developed
i to its nth powdr, which the Ameri-
{ can people should insist Washington
should be. We venture to assert that
the intelligent and patriotic American
who stops to consider the twentlerth
century funection of cities will not be

liam G. Crawford of Wythe county, Va.,
| eonvicted of selling liquor without a
license and =entenced to serve thirty

days in prison and pay a fine of $100.
Crawford had paid hls license fees

in bed with a lacerated arm and other

able to transact any business.
fatt led to his pardon.

Antoine J. Corbesier,
two wvears old, who -for nearly
years was swordmaster at the
Academy at Annapolis, died after
protracted illness. e wus a native of

from becoming, as it should become, Prof.
the first capital of the world.

Let the forces of ecivic enlightenment
in this country be touched with patri-
wtie tmpulse and aroused to this Wash-
Ington situation. The matler of Waush-
ington malntenance is not one to be a young Ian.

fifty

“

of the
1! ['nited States of America, shall be the
make that city & monu- |

President Wilson has pardoned “’il-;

monthly on previous occasions, but was |
injuries when the internal revenue col-|
lector made his last visit and was un- |

This
eighty=-

Naval |

¥France and cume to this couniry when i financial questions connected with the

leisure since the federal reserve board
was organized, except that enforced by
his recent iliness.

Others Left in Charge.

The departure of AMr. Hamlin leaves

FOR TRIP TO COAST

Goes on Pleasure Tour, But Will 0b-

stitute one of the most sgerious= profs-
lems before the people of the United
States today,” says the bulletin.

In order to bLring about uniformity
in enactment and euforceinent ol aut-
narcotic laws, it is spggested,
who are Interested in the
should make a careful compurative

ANTHNARCOTIC STATUTE

Public Health Service Bulletin Says

serve Operations of Reserve Bank | Frederick A. Delano, vice governor;
Paul M, Warburg and John Skelton |
at San Francisco. Williams, controller of the currency,

to hold down the lid. A. C.
already in San Francisco. W, P. G.
Harding is at Atlanta, but will return
early next week, restoring a quorum
of the board. In the meaunwhile, Vice
Gov. Delano and Mr. Warburg form a
majority of the executive committee,
to which have been largely delegated
the powers of the board to administer
affuirs.

During his absence Gov,
visit the Yosemite valley, San Diego,
Los Angeles and San Francisco. He |
will not visit the exposition until he:

Charles 8. Hamlin, governor of the
1 federal reserve hoard, has left for Cali-
| fornia, where he will visit several cities
«and make a sightseeing tour of the nat-
|ural beauties of the state, observe the
operations of the federal reserve bank
at San Francisce, and take In the Pan-
ama-Pacific exposition. Mrs. Hamlin
and their daughter, Miss Anna Hamlin,
|m.compamed him. The trip will last
about three weeke, perhaps a few days

Hamlin will

Miller is |

study of the existing laws to determiin.
the reasons for the luadeguacy of thes.
laws. Btatistics should be compiled
showing the nature aud extent of the
use of habit-forming drugs, and o
est efforts should be made to secure

uniform legislation which will preveat
the misuse of such drugs.

In New York and several otler
drug addictlon is rezarded as u dis-
ease, and these skites have provided
a systematic treatment for those -
dicted to the use of drugs, while in
Michigan such a person may be ad-
judged Incompetent and a guardiun ap-
pointed. A law recently enacted in
Tennesgee permits the sale of nur-
cotice to drug addicts registered soc-
cording to the law. Similar laws exist
in other states, but the New York

Drug Problem Constitutes -
Menace to Nation. §

Solution of the drug problem, de-
clares the public health service In a
new bulletin, will be well worth the
thought, time and expense required.
All who are interested in the welfare
of the American people, It urges,
should give support to the new federal
anti-narcotic law, which aims to re-
duce the number of drug addicts and
to remove temptation from others.

Drug addiction is common In this
say8 the bulletin—so common

slales

longer. has completed his program of other'm““l" - addicts

| Gov. Hamlin hopes to evade frequent| sightseeing. Completing his visit to | as to constitute & menace to the nation. i::sifl‘:::'e:‘lu:‘ht:‘?;it:: 1(31':::;;1;;:‘-1,&““ is

| oratory on his trip west, although in| 520 F n"“l“,w,"f"' is ‘1{:‘, hll? plan to come ! The bulletin reviews efforts made 0| “mpe principal shorteomings of the

antieipation of his visit many requests| Straisht back Lo Washington. ilessen the ‘abuze of habit-forming | present laws are that ne method of

Lhave been mnde for him to speak on ETET, — e e ‘drugs, aml unaiyzes the federal and ] enforcement is outlined and no specitic
if you want work, read the want col- | s,-ta.te laws restricting or regulating | appropriations are made for their en-

operatmna of Lhe new currency sys-' umns of The Star. lthe distribution and use af opium, forcement.
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