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Fl'.W people know that ti e 1'nlted
States botanic garden at Wash¬
ington contains a unique eol-
le.-tion or w hat may be termed

S< riptural plants. There arc at least
ii dozen frees. shrubs and plants, which
an men t lOti'd in the Bible as having

.i»1 ciOM- cfirmec!ion with Christ, and
others of its leading characters and
with Kaster.
Although the lil> is our Easter flower

umphal entry into Jerusalem on that
first Palm Sunday, before His crucifix¬
ion. when the people "took branches
of palm trees and went forth to meet
Him."
The date paini has attained a luxuri¬

ous growth in the botanic* garden. it
is the tall, feathery specimen familiar
to many through illustrated Bibles.
The palm collection t the botanic
garden is notable as one of the finest
in the United States and contains over
a hundred fine specimens of these aris-

Species of Trees, Shrubs and Plants Mentioned in Bible Are Found in the Garden.Palms, Olive
Branch, Christ Thorn and Judas Tree Typify the Story of Holy Week and taster. Other
"Scriptural Plants".Wood of Aspen Tree Furnished Material for Cross of Christ.Cedar of
Lebanon.Bulrushes and a Manna Tree.

centerpiece of the wate»- .»i> pond lias man t"; spe« -;»... .>! r««s.
south of the main conservatory. It Sharon. Tne ti I- .. m i:
was from this species of rush that the its wealth o*' p .». .!
irk of Moses was made, and of which i;ro\\ m !'i 1

we read in the verse. "\nd when sh»- name ha> <»; v .r
ould no longer hide him. sh.e took taint\. 'I' :
for him an ark of bulrushes, and gracing tin ;:rou: ,i. .>

daubed 't with slime and pitch, and put tianlen was 1" r>< ?'.¦... the \ '-

the child therein." i'ash mere l»v K* ji!-.-s. >,tt-v T^ d«i»
Besides beitie: used for making ves- Steven* of IV"! i:

sols for floating upon the water, and offspring, ha % c hecn pi -it. ¦. «.

for domestic purposes, the bulrush is throughout Washington, hit th< I
famed as the material of which the showing of its use >. ?,,

Bl'LRl SHKS l\ THi: ('KMTKR OF \ FOI >T.\I\.

there fs no scriptural warrant for its
? special use as the emblem of the res¬
urrection. That it was regarded as a

beautiful flower all references prove,
l.'lirs and lily-work are mentioned
three times in Kings, for forming pat-
"Tiis of carved ornaments for the pil-

is Mini other parts of Solomon's tem¬
ple Six times lilies are mentioned in
.!>e Song «»f Solomon as graceful flow-
. ».>. emblematic of sons and sweet per¬
fume.
The !ily-of-the-valley of the Bible

»»t the flower now known by that
.due, for our lily-of-f he-valley does
or urow iti Palestine. Hut the jon-

the Narcissus .lonquilla. our love-
> white and yellow* spring lilies, of

.v'-vral varieties, known familiarly as
Kaster flowers," grow plentifully in

ilte valleys of Palestine. Some au¬
thorities think that the lily to which
Solomon was compared is the Amaryl¬
lis, that glorious flowering bulb with
'.right red and yellow flowers, which
*i>o grows abundantly In the vales of
VaVstfne. The large anemone, iris,
and the water lily are all natives of
Palestine and believed to come under
the generic term of "lily," as used in
the Bible.
Holy week commences with Palm

Sunday, and the date palm, the species
used in church celebrations of that
day. was the palm used in Christ's trl-

tocrats «>f the plant kingdom. The
date p;ilin is one of the handsomest.
The olive, the most sacred of the

trees of Palestine, especially those an-
. e ?, t specimens on the.Mount of Olives,
is not sufficiently liard\ to grow well
outdoors in this section of the country,
although it flourishes in some warmer

parts of the I'nited States. It is. there¬
fore, not adequately represented in the
botanic garden. The one "olive branch"
it possesses is :i puny specimen, giv¬
ing no idea of the tree of great growth
and almost incredible age.
Good Friday is commemorated in the

botanic gard« n by the Christ thorn, as
well as by the reed, for on the day of
Christ's crucifixion "they platted
crown of thorns and put it upon Ills
head, and a reed in Mis right hand.
The specimens of Christ thorn here are

somew hat ungainly growths, w i.th long
tlngerlike boughs, and they rarely
grow in graceful proportions. Tne
little twig conforms in every detail to
the spiked crown of' thorns which
tJuldo- painted so realistically on the
head of the famous "Xazareno."
This tree, somewhat rare In our coun¬

try. grows plentifully, both as tree and
shrub, all over Palestine. It is a tall,
gaunt tree of sinister aspect, which
weirdly fringes the brink of the Jor¬
dan river and the lake of Tiberias.
Two shoots of the thorn tree from the
botanic garden were set out some
years ago in the grounds of the Capi-

THK (Treat Russian festival is near

at hand. The last stretch of the

long I^enten fast is about run,
when church bells peal out loudly

0 Russian Flaster eve. which is two
\ e*ks later than our Kaster.as they
v ;!! despite the war.rich and poor

will know that the time of denial
1> <\er. and that joyous Ka&ter is conic.

What ('hristmas is to other coun-

Kaster is to Russia, at leant in
i-mr.s of p*ace. The "Merry Christmas''

ringing chincs of Christmas morn-
' it convey no more happiness of spirit,
ilo\%ship and kindliness toward all
etl than .Joe*? tin* "diristos Vnss-

s." w ;th its accompanying kiss of
' i- l.ussian Kaster morning, ami the
a? %)> of invriad bells. rus.g fveryw her*»
and b"-* everybody on Kaster day, fo'
Rjssla 1:« the land of b"lls, and Kafcter
'« the greatest fe.stiral of thr year.

In marked contrast, to the jubilation
of the day Is the ijuiet of the Saturday
r^^^'-dinff ''bun lifs are closed and
PMfits a: e nowhere to be seen. Hous*
« ivcs ore shut it.. with their varied
Preparations for the coming feast, and

alik* are too much weakened by
;ong abstinence to relish much activity.

\ little before midnight things begin
to stir The priest arrives at the

uich. Old and young flock in aft« r
ni until there is not an inch of space

b ft unoccupied Suddenly the great
bell tolls the hour of midnight, the
d-»orn of the holy sanctum of bronze or

gold open wide, disclosing Hi* holy «»f
holies, an<l the priest standing in the
midst of incense-laden vapor.
Simultaneously the tapers in the

ehurch, and those vi hich each indi¬
vidual has brought with him. are kin¬
dled, and the church, before dark, now
blazes into light At the same time the
congregation raise their voices in the
; ieh harmony of the Russian Kaster
chant. whil« the priest passes among
them, blessing earh one. and swinging
the golden censer over their heads

m
* *

Then they pass from the church, still
carrying the lighted tapers, and march
f' om one village to another siiiKiiiK,
r*joiel:i«. exchanging Kaster saluta¬
tions. and producing streams of il-
jrnination wherever they go.
\i 1 ;. m. the church refills, this time

peasants bringing huge hampers
i. ii with the food which they arc to

or th» !». llr^t breakfast after the
c« and which must be blessed

b; the priest before they will be per-
»i#*il to gratify appetites lony held
leash. On every side 'inpatient

^ urge the priest to "bless my
..ad," "my meat," ov "ray butter."
p.- ceremony is at last completed, the
n>pers carried back home somewhat

'AShtened by the toll given the priest
f«». his pains in bestowing his bless-
.>iz. aii'l all of the good things are
i.mediately sampled.
But this early morning meal is not
.. only feasting done at Kaster, for

it continues throughout the day, when,
ms Is the custom, calls arc made from
house to house, and at each place

o.ce cakes and wines are served to
. very newcomer.
Kggs are as much a feature with the

kegstan Easter as with ours Not only
are real eggs much in evidence, hut
Kifta of every conceivable class and
character are also concealed in egg-
shaped packages. It is said that a
huge egg, once presented to a lady

of the nobility, proved to contain a
wonderful Russian conveyance. An¬
other remarkable egg formed an ornate
covering to a nine-gallon flask of
vodka. It whs speedily tapped, a tube
inserted and vodka poured in continu¬
ous streams into tbe outstretched
glasses of the revelers.
The final ceremony at Kaster is the

blessing of the bread. The priest dis¬
tributes bread to the people, breaking
it from loaves w hich have been in¬
scribed witVi the words, "Kristos
Koskposs, .J es u ffoiniiium Salvator."
Those who obtain ;¦ piece with one or
more letters of the first five words re¬
joice exceedingly and deem it a piece
of marvelous good luck, bestowing
good fortune throughout the year.
Those receiving a pie« e with she letters
of the last word grieve terribl for it
is a sign of ill omen

.Mrtii siories '-luster :i round Kaster
«'iperstitions In a tit tie \illage of
South Russia, runs one of them, lived a

poor v-idower ;«nd his daughter. On the
day before Kastei the neighbors gave
Them all sorts of cookerj food so that
they might celebrate the festival joyous¬
ly. fwayiy the daughter plac*<j »he dishes
on the table, with a candle at each or-

tol. southwest of the building. These
have grown to be about thirt\ foot in
height. As market! in the botanic
garden :i11«1 in the < *:» i»it«.! anmiuls the
tree is known as Zi/.phus Vulgaris, or
< "hrist i horn.
Thf botanic eral'lcn also shows the

reed, which was used in mockcrx as :i
scepter before t'hrist's crucifixion. If
docs not attain its full height in this
climate until late summer. Rotanical-
ly it is known as Papyrus Antiriuorum,
an«! ii grows in 11jextensive marshes
contiguous to the. Like of «la lee
and in other parts of the Holy Land
The specimens in the botanic garden
are very fine, and their waving plumes
attain :i height of about twenty-five
feet. Last summer they formed the
apex of the magnificent hundred-foot
bed of grasses an«J reeds, which was
one of the finest features of the gar¬den.

It is not definitely known vhat wood
composed the Savior's cross, but there
is a tradition to the effect that the
aspen was the cru«>Uagent. The aspen,
or trembling poplar, is common in
Palestine, and ii is possible this was
used. In ;. lovely poem, "The Aspen'sSorrow," .1. Maclean Watt gives voire
t.. the popular legend regarding the
aspen's connection with the divine
tragedy. He says:
While kirulh similiter swaihes ;|i(. nii-tT worM.
Ant] all thing* sad nr- slt-<-|>ii>g,

What voice a\vake«.
And s'.trrttwing breaks

ner. fin! perhaps her exuberance and
'he thrill of the coming feast bewil¬
dered both her and her father, for
they forgot to leave log burning on
the tire, from which they might light
the Master taper on their return from
the midnight mass. Failure to do this
not t.nly brought ill luck on the- house¬
hold. but showed an unforgivable indif¬
ference to he mandates of the bun
Vainly the Kir! sought from house to

house for a light, but no one would take
pity on a person who had been so wicked
as to neglect keeping the Faster log
burning. Weeping, she returned to her
father. As he opened the door to admit,
his daughter he spied a tire burning far
away in the fields, and at once concluded
that some hand ot' wanderers were camp¬
ing out there for Hit* night. They at
least would not. refuse, so he went to
them atid found, as lie expected, a num¬
ber of me;i Ling around a camp fire.
Thej gave him leave to light his taper,
but "as soon as i» was lighted it vent
out again.
"You had better take some of the glow¬

ing e rubers." said the eldest, of the
stra tigers.
"But how <an f afry them'"
In the skirts of your 'oat

The man. not tjnrst ioning the strange
instruction, tothwith held out his coat
and the strangers heaped coals i.f tire
into it.

\\ hen the candles were lighted lie
threw the embers on the earthen floor,
ami found, to his surprise, that his coat
had not even been singed. The flour on

the other hand, v as glittering w Iter# \ er

tie tire that he had cast away had
fallen, and on examining the embers
h« found them to bo pure gold.

'I* various times since the war be-
'Cn\ Kan. hist August, there l.avo

come dispatches reporting: the
czar's promise of greater liberty arid
peace for inhabitants of Russia who
were not rornmanirants of the orthodox
<»reek Church, the church of stat**.
Which recalls an anecdote of the pres¬
ent emperor's father when he was czar
and told by a member of the Imperial
Russian . Geographic Society to help
bear him out in his belief that the rul¬
ers of the Russian empire possessed
more leniency than ordinarily ascribed
to them.

It appears that it was Kaster morning
and th». czar was coming out of his
cabinet for a drive. He greeted the
soldier mounting guard at the door
with "Christ is risen' and received,
instead of the ordinary response, a Hat
contradiction "Not at all, your impe¬
rial majesty'" After the first crack
of astonishment an explanation was.
of course, demanded, for. according to
the <Geographic member, no one ven¬
tured to dissent from Alexander, even
in the most guarded and respectful
of terms.
The soldier, though expecting h:s

head to he the price ot explanation,
said bis racia opinions did not allow him
conscientiously to admit the resurrec¬
tion of Christ. To h»s complete aston¬
ishment. his sovereign commended him
for having the kind of conscience that
would endanger his life for the sake
of a form of greeting, and sent him a

gift both practical and substantial.

Down in .Moscow, where the wonder¬
ful cathedral callcd the Kremlin is and
where all this guard's closest friends
and relatives had graciously been per¬

mitted to live, the ICastcr eve cere¬
monies had no doubt been even more

purely Kussian than in St. Petersburg,
now Petrograd. Hut guards have no
time for melancholy wonder as to why
w hole races of people have haled each
other because of religious differences,
arid then coming down tin* avenue there
was the emperor, returning to the pal¬
ace. Which closed the incident for the
courageous soldier.
But down in historical Moscow the

night before there really had been cele-
b ated, in a fashion as old as the slx-
eenturied Kremlin, a strange cere¬
mony, belonging only to Russia, and
commemorating the resurrection of the
Savior.
lOaster eve had been ushered in with

a torrent of spring rain. The first
group gathered before the Kremlin to
watt for the midnight hell* was drench¬
ed by the time twice their number had
been added, and in another hour a great
throng stood in the heavy falling rain.
Patiently and silently enduring the dis¬
comfort. nobles in glistening sabies
i tihhed elbow s with peasants attired in
sheep skins which may have belonged
to their fathers' fathers, and could
hardly have been recognized by their
original owner.
Prosperous merchants were wedged

in alongside some wretched old woman
w ho probably had not been warm the
whole winter and didn't notice much
the chill of a mere rainstorm. There
were pilgrims, too, from everywhere in
the Russian empire, for the Kremlin
is a holy place, old men with white
beards and long staffs that an occa¬
sional ragamuflln, suddenly turned de¬
mure and holding a candle rather un¬
steadily in his hand. kept shy of
Kvery one of them had a candle in his
hand, every candle was lighted, and
the strange glow illumined not only
the vast cathedral, but also all the
buildings around it.
Then suddenly, after the long hours

Tin: rifRfST THOIt \.

Tli*» stillness with weeping?
Hush! *fi« lb'' appon tr«?mbliug io ti»c shad*
For rnkarv's s«»rrrov.

for anguished t.rrast
<';»n know n«» r^st.

IT. r night no ni<»rrpw
Krer tho Md<» rtf |n*r r<*mor.-e <.omcs sweeping.
I"«>r Jesus wiping.

15 j*. en n day. when Hate of tb^ world was
king.

One tiiar had walked beside FT'u. basely rpnld
Ili* Ij»r«r for gold.
To base mon's em«»l will:

And the\ who bought,
*>111 of th«* w<mh]lands grrrn the graceful a?pen

sought.
Ar.<l fr«»n> her 'w»<ly < Christ's tors fashioning.

TIipv nailed liim there upon lh«: windswept
hill.

Ami there Tlis agonizing.* entered her.
Anil, for her doom. His pain

n<T h«*nrt must stir.
In daylight, starlight. sun or shade or rtiu.

Nor f an she find,relief
Through all earth's ycars;

l or ever sound*, across the gloom, her grief.

With shuddering sigh-:, and sound of falling
f oars.

Another tree in tho Botanic Garden
suggestive of Christ's crucifixion is
known as tho Judas tree, tradition hav¬
ing it that the one who betrayed Christ
hanged himself upon a tree of this
variety. It is botanically known as

cereis canadensis, and popularly known
as redbud, or Judas tree. It bears a

small pink flower shaped Tike a sweet
pea. It is a native of Palestine, as

well as of many other countries, and
is common in Greece and other parts*
of the south of Europe. When full
grow n it has a stout trunk and thick,
stiff, somewhat horizontal branches.
The Botanic Garden has two fine

of waiting, the clock struck twelve,
and the deep-voiced bell in the tower
of fvan the Great began to toll. Kvery
bell in Moscow took up the glad tid¬
ings that Kaster morning had arrived,
and a battery of artillery started fir¬
ing guns in rapid succession. The
quiet crowd foil into rapt enthusiasm,
every one made tho sign of tho. cross,
and. while the raw March rain con¬
tinued to pour, the excited believers
of the Greek Church pushed forward
to Hie walls of the Kremlin.
Hi re were ranged long rows of Kas¬

ter cakes, earh bearing a lighted taper
and each to l»o blessed soon by an of¬
ficiating priest, whose every movement
had a deep significance for the ortho¬
dox who had braved the dismal,
drem-hing rain. This ceremony lasted
for more than two hours and was fol¬
lowed. as the people wore dispersing,
b\ a general giving and receiving of
kisses that signified the fraternal af¬
fection all "brethren in Christ" are
commanded to have.
Once this custom was much more

general in Russia than it is now. At
present the salutations are kept with¬
in one's circle of friends, if not simply
relatives, and consist of throe kisses
oil he eheek. "Christ hath arisen."
says the one person, and the other re¬
plies, "fri truth be lias arisen." All
classes of people observe the custom
to a greater or loss degree, even the
emperor conforms to it, for at this
hour, in the palace, two soldiers are
seen to approach the czar that he may
touch their cheeks with his lips and
say "Christ is risen."

Better Method.
MKNIIY FORD said at a dinner in

New York:
"Don't run down stocks. Stocks

possess the true spirit of finance.
" 'Did Stocks borrow money/ a man

asked at a ball, to buy wife that
magnificent diamond stomacher?'

" 'No, indeed,' another man replied.

'Stocks knows his finance better than
that. Tie bought his wife that diamond
stomacher to borrow money.* "

Woman and Prophet.
E BERRY WALL., arbiter of taste,

o looked round the tiers of boxes at
the Metropolitan Opera House one

evening and said:
"T suppose, if a woman's shoulders

are very beautiful, she has a right, a

moral right, to wear a very decollete
gown. At the same time "

Mr. Wall chuckled and shook his
head.
"At the same time." he resumed, "the

fashionable American woman of today
reminds me of the prophet."
"How so?" said his interlocutor.

"How so?"
"She hasn't much on 'cr in iier own

country," Mr. Wall replied.

Clock Collector.
/P» EX, HORATIO J,. WOODWARD said

at a dinner at West Point:
"The German armies of invasion

have the name of being great clock
collectors. The French in 1S70 accused
the German soldiers of marching back
home with two or three fine clocks
apiece. This chargc is being repeated
again today.

"It is no doubt a false charge, but it
it Is a funny one. It has given rise
to a story:
"A German uhlan, back from the

front on furlough, got out at the Ber¬
lin station with a fine grandfather's
clock on Ids shoulder, which he had
requisitioned from a French chateau.
"As the uhlan trudged his home¬

ward way beneath his heavy and enor¬
mous clock, an innocent country fellow
stopped him and said in amazement:
"'But, mein herr, but.surely--a

watch would be handier, wouldn't it?' "

Let the
Victrola or

Columbia
Grafonola

Entertain your family and
friends. Drop in for a look and
hear your favorite records. No
obligations incurred.

Our Easy-Ownership Plan Makes
One Possible
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specimens of the cedar of Lebanon,
both near t'u southern entrance to the
Ki'oumls. Their interest it; enhanced
by the fart i hat their seeds were
brought to Washington from the Holy
I«and by Senator Kvarts of Now York
and Senator Hoar of Massachusetts.
The cedar \v;is one of the most impor-

tant re«\s it. I11 > inc. for ii is men¬
tioned no less than lift y -one times in
tli" . »hl Tcsiamciit alone. |j appears
to ha ve I,eon highl.v p r /.ed is building
material in his day i»> Solomon, as also
by 111«. King of Syria, who obtained
cedar wood for building his palace in
Nineveh. KraRinems of cedar wood
. bout three thousand yars old were
found in tlie ruins of Nineveh by «.>;-
plorers.
The ancient and famed loealily of

the cedar of Lebanon is now reduced to
a quarter of a mile in e>,t«'iit, ?-it tinted
upon an elevation ov»-r feet abovp
the sea level. Here survive some lw»
trees, tiie largest a hundred feet in
height, and believed trr-lir* .»frot*t 1*.a'K»
years old.
A plant which erov. s in beauty in the

Botanic Oarden, and may »>«¦ seen a lit¬
tle late?* in the season when outdoor
life becomes more luxuriant, is a clump
of waving bulrush'., which forms the

paper of the ancients was made, called
pa py ri.
Another plant in the Botanic <»ard*ri

. .on neet ed with the career of Moses
is the manna tree. By Bible students
it has been considered quite possible
that this tree provided the manna
which iJod sent to the children of
Israel during their long march through
the wilderness. The tamarix mantii-
fcra. as it is botanically named, is a

small tree, or much-branched shrub, of
heathlike appearance, a very attractive
bush. Vt certain seasons of the year
its stems are pierced by a small in¬
sect. and from the bark thus punctured
exudes a honeylike liquid. When the
tree is eui at any season this sweet
fluid adheres to the knife and is very
phasing to the taste. The plant is
common in the desert of Sinai, and its
substance is even yet collected by the
Bedouin Arabs, who preserve it like
honey and harden it into cakes.

It is interesting to know that this
substance, which was in all probability
the manna of the Bible, is today used
in making a certain variety of chew¬
ing gum, once more exemplifying the
old proverb from Kcclesiastes, "There
is no new thing under the sun."
Needless to say. the Botanic Garden

fringe of planes which borders th*»
south extremity of he «'apito| grounds
and lines the main walk lip t.» j! west
ent ra nee.
Another tree of especial interest as

being connected with .: old tradition
relating to .losepli <»f Arimatloa. ii«
"certain rich mat:" who prov i«b-d *!.»¦»
tomb of t'hrist, is the fine wt c:

standinc sentinel over the norUo-in
entrance to tile Kotanic flatd.p
May this luxuriant shrub glow- with
unnumbered pink cluster vhtch
throw their pungent fragrance far and
wide This is the tlowcriug thorn,
which tradition says formed the st
of .?oseph of Arimathea. when In b«i
the pilgrim band to Brit .in to spread
the doctrine of < 'hrist i.inil >
This beautiful story, be it fad or

fancy, states that when he '"bristia's*
reached the hiil it <;iastonbut ;n the
sou tli of Kngland, know .. as "Weai
all-hill.' and near which the great
abbey was later reared. Joseph thrust
Ins staff into the ground with tb< ex¬

clamation. "We a If weary, all. hete
shall we rest." As a s«ur. of «li\ :e
cheer ami encouragement tlie st iff of
thorn burst int«» hat and bloom, ami
the travelers knew that their jourtn
was over.

A Magnificent Showing
"Glen Urquhart"
Plaids and Checks
and Roman Stripes

Suits To Measure

Our IIr. K. F. Mudtl. a deNixrner of na¬
tional reputation, ulll eut nil nilr-
inentN in tlie latent npring mtylrn.

Wc secured at a l>iy
reductii m this magnifi¬
cent line of tiic sea¬
son's most fashionable
fabrics the stylish
(ilen Urquhart Plaids
and Checks and Ro¬
man Stripes and put
them on sale Moiidax
morning in Suit> to
measure at $16. \\ hy
pav Sjo and S-i.^ for a

readv-made suit, when
you can get a suit de
signed b\ .Mr. Mudd
and tailored to your
individual measure t«-r
$103 Call for Samples.

>20"

. Stein & Co., Quality Tailors
8th and F Sts. N.W.
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