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[PPINES PLOT
STIR SEDITION
AID T0 GERMANS

Department of Justice and
British Embassy Said
to Have Data.

RADIO PLANT IN D. C.
IS BEING INVESTIGATED

Btory of Spies in State and Treas-
ury Departments Proves
‘“Bombshell” Here.

T

SEES DOCUMENTS

armg e

BIELASKI

Department of Justice Secret Service
Head Furnished With Papers
by the New York World,

It Is Stated.

" The existence of a plot by Ger-
mans, which has not yet been car-
ried out, to stir up sedition in the
Philippine Islands against the gov-
ernment of the United States, was
reported in Washington today as
the latest development in the
charges which have been pub-
lished the past few days against
German officials now in the
United States, which purport to
connect such officials with various
activities of a devious nature to
further Germany's interests dur-
ing the war.

This new charge, much more
serious than anything so far pub-
lished concerning the alleged
devious activities of German offi-
cials, in view of the fact that if
true it involves a direct attack
upon a neutral government by a
iriendly power's officials, is re-
ported today as being similar to
the charge recently made that
German officials attempted to
bring about a complication of af-
fairs in Mexico inimical to the in-
terests of the United States gov-
ernment, and for the same pur-
pose, namely, to hamper the
United States government and
distract its attention while the ex-
changes of notes between Ger-
many and the United States over
the Lusitania tragedy and subma-
rine warfare were being con-
ducted.

Another development in the
series of charges today is that
there is now in operation in the
northwest section of Washington
a wireless station whose con-
ductors are occupied with “listen-
ing in” to United States govern-
ment and other radiograms sent
and received by the big high-
powered wireless station at
Arlington. This wireless stdtion,
it is reported, is installed upon the
house of a German, whose care it
is, the charge is made, since the
Savville wireless plant was taken
over from its German ownership
by the United States, to record
messages from or to Arlington
which might have an interest for

ermany.
Plant Being Investigated.

Information as to the alleged Philip-
pine plot is in the hands of the Depart-
ment of Justice,” as well as in the
hands of Capt. Guy Gaunt, naval at-
tache of the British embassy, and has
been for some time. Information as to
the alleged German wireless plant in
Northwest Washington was placed to-
day in the hands of the Navy Depart-
1ent and the Department of Commerce,
and it is =aid that the plant is being
investigated.

Great activity is in progress today In
he hureau of investigation of the De-
artment of Justice in régard to the
various reports of German spy activi-
ties in the United States, and it was
v to the

he past few days have brought about
n investigatiorn of the activities of
ierman officials, such investigations
rave been going on for some time.

The Star printed, July 22, the first
tory published in comnection with the
lleged ramifications of German secret
rork in the United States, designed to
urther Germany’s interests during the
‘ar. That story came out as the re-
ult of charges then made by Samuel
iompers, presjdent of the American |
ederation of Labor, that
overnment and its efficials had en-
eavored to bring about strikes in the
‘nited States by the use of money. In
his story it was said that German
gents had arrived in this country last
“ebruary, and that information of their
ctivities had been conveyed to the
ritish embassy, with the result that
ritish officials in this country had
coffed at the reports at the time, al-
hough they were understood in July
o be attempting to gain the informa-
ion. they had at first received so cav-'
lierly.

Work of D. A. Thomas.

It was said in Washington today
at since then a2 Washingtonian iIn-
rested in the British cause, and who
as financial connections in London of
e highest importance, wrote to Lon-
n, with the result that cablegrams

a foreign | perial

Slaton Would Hang
All Frank Lynchers;
Calls Act “Outrage”

SAN FRANCISCO, August 17.
—Former Gov. John M. Slaton
of Georgia, who, as chief execu~
tive of that state, commuted to
life imprisonment the sentence
of death passed upon Leo M.
Frank, and who is here visiting
the Panama-Pacific exposition,
was informed this morning that
Frank had been lynched.

“The act was a consummate
outrage,” said Mr. Slaton, “and
every man engaged in the lynch-
ing should be hanged, for he is
an assassin. Such an act is
contrary to the civilization of
Georgia, and one which every
good citizen will condemn.

“l could use no language too
condemnatory. | believe the Gov-
ernor of Georgia will use all the
power of the state to punish the
malefactors who disgraced the
civilization of Georgia.

“Their act was one of
cowardice, which belongs alone
to the assassin.

“l am shocked and horrified
beyond expression. Any man
who approves of this action of
this mob of murderers is un-
worthy to be a Georgian. Any
man or newspaper which con-
dones this offense ought to be
driven out of the state. But the
conduct of this miserable mob
of assassins is the conduct of
the same sort of people who
shoot people from behind a
fence or murder a woman from
a cowardly heart.”

AGCEPTS PROPOSAL
MADEBY GERMANY

United States Agrees to Set-
tlement of Frye Case by
Mixed Commission.

WILLING FOR THE HAGUE
TO INTERPRET TREATIES

Insists, However, Upon Statement by
Imperial Government Regarding
Future Naval Operations.

The American reply to Germany's last
note on the sinking of the American
sailing ship William P. Frye, made
public here today by the State Depart-
ment, accepts the proposal that dam-
ages be fixed by a mixed commission
and that the disputed treaty provi-
sions be submitted to arbitration at
The Hague, but calls on Germany for
a statement, meanwhile, as to whether
she intends to conduct her future naval
operations in accordance with her in-
terpretations of the Prussian-American
treaty or with those of the United
States.

The rote is regarded as putting the
famous -case well on the way to a set-
tlement.

Text of American Note.

1t is addressed by Secretary Lansing
to Ambassador Gerard at Berlin, and
follows:

“You are instructed te present the
following note to the German minister
for foreign affairs:

“U'nder instructions from my govern-
ment T have the honor to inform your
excellency, in reply to your note of
July 20 in regard to the claim for repa-
ration for the sinking of the William
P. Frye, that the government of the
U'nited States learns with regret that
the objections urged by it against the
submission of this case to the prize
court for decision have not commended
themselves to the imperial German
government, and it equally regrets that
the reasons presented by the imperial
German government for submitting
this case to the prize court have failed
to remove the objection of the govern-
ment of the United States to the adop-
tion of that course.

“As this disagreement has bheen
reached after the full presentation of
the views of both governments in our
previous correspondence, a further ex-
change of views on the questions In
dispute woulq doubtless be unprofit-
able, and the government of the United
States therefore welcomes your excel-
lency’'s suggestion that some other way
should be found for settling this case.

“The two methods of settlement pro-
posed as alternative suggestions in
yvour excellency’'s note have been given
careful consideration, and it is belleved
that if they can be combined sc that
they mayv both bhe adapted thev will
furnish a satisfacfory basis for the so-
lution of the questions at issue.

Attitude of U. 8. Government.

“The government of the United States
has already expressed its desire that
the question of the amount of indem-
nity to be paid by the imperial German
government under its admitted liability
for the losses of the owners and cap-
tain on account of the destruction of
the Frye should be setiled by diplo-
matie negotiation, and it entirely con-
curs with the suggestion of the im-
German government that tvhe‘
simplest way would be to agree, as
proposed in your note, ‘that each of the
two governments designate an expert,
and that the two experts jointly fix the
amount of indemnity for the vessel and
any American property which may have
been sunk with her,” to be paid by the
imperial German government when as-
certained, as stated in your note. It is
assumed that the arrangement will in-
clude some provision for calling in an

umpire in case the experts fail to
agree.
“The government of the United

States notes that your suggestion is
made with the express reservation
that a payment under this arrange-
ment would not constitute an admlia-
sion that American treaty rights had
been violated, but would be regarded
by the imperial German government
merely as fulfilling a duty or policy
founded on existing treaty stipula-
tions. A payment made on this un-

LED FRANK HANGED
BY A'MOB TAKING
HIN FROM PRISON

Armed Men Carry Him 100
* Miles to Point Near Mary
Phagan’s Home.

BODY HANGS FOR HOURS
BEFORE GREAT CROWDS

Mutilation of Body Urged by Speak-
er, But Vote of Spectators
Prevents Course.

CORPSE IS SPIRITED AWAY

Started Toward Atlanta, After Being
Cut Down, Upon the Advice
of Former Superior Court
Judge.

MARIETTA, Ga., August 17.—
A small but well organized mob
took Leo M. Frank from the
state prison farm at Milledgeville,
Ga., late last night, brought him
100 miles to almost within sight
of the former home of Mary
Phagan, the girl he was charged
with killing, and hanged him to a
tree. No shots were fired.

The body, barefooted and
clothed only in prison trousers
and shirt, was found two miles
from Marietta at 8:30 o’clock this
morning. It was believed the
lynching occurred at about day-
light.

While officers were searching
the country about Milledgeville
early today, local officials viewed
as significant the fact that several
automobiles, well loaded, had left
this town in the direction of Mill-
edgeville last night. After the re-
turn of some of these machines
today officers started out on
the road which they believed
the automobiles had traveled:
They had gone only two miles
when they saw the body of Frank
not more than 150 yards from the
roadside.

News that the body had been
found spread rapidly in the town
and surroundng country. Within
a short time hundreds of persons
crowded the Roswell road on the
trip to view the body.

Mutilation I§ Advocated.

The crowd increased rapidly as the
day wore on. By 10 o'clock many
women and children were seen ming-
ling with the men in the woods at the
edge of which the body still hung.
At that hour no effort had been made
to dispose of the body, although
Coroner Booth had been summoned.
Sheriff Hicks is not in town.

Frank's body was cut down at 10:15
o'clock, but not until another spec-
tacular phase had been added to the
case. A man in the crowd advocated
muiilation of the body.

Newton A. Morris spoke immediately
after Howell, and pleaded with the
throng to allew, inquest to take
its proper course,

an

Vote Is Taken on Course,

As there was an evident difference of
opinion a wvote was suggested and
taken. It was overwhelmingly in
favor of allowing the coroner to take
charge of the body. 1t then was cut
down and the two-mile trip to Mar-
letta started.

At the suggestion of Newton A. Mor-

ris, who was former superior court
judge here, the body was taken from
the undertaker's wagon, in which it
was placed at the lynching scene, and
put into an automobile on the out-
skirts of the town. The automobile
started toward Atlanta. 7

Many Go to Cemetery,

Reports that the mob intended Iynch-
ing the prisoner and placing his body
on the grave of Mary Phagan drew a
large number of persons to the little
cemetery here early today. Many went
out as early as 6:30 o'clock this morn-
ing.

At 7:30 o'clock there was no evidence
that the plan to take the prisomer was
known in Marietta before It was exe-

cuted. Efforts to learn if several large
automohiles had left here last night
brought the response from at least one
citizen that he “noticed several of the
best automobile drivers in town are
not around this morning.”

Search of the underbrush about the
cemelery was made later on the the-
ory that Frank's body might have
been brought in and deposited there.
Nothing was found.

Five Auto Loads of Men,
| Making Raid Upon Prison,
Do Their Work Quickly

MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., August 17.—
The well organized mob, no Ilarger
than could be accommodated in five au-
tomobiles, which attacked the Georgia
state penitentiary here last night, and
took Leo M. Frank from a dormitory
and escaped with him, carried out its
work without a hitch,

For hours after the attack no trace
of the automobiles bearing the mob
could be found, but at aboyt daylight a

trail at a point on Little river, near
Eatonton, Ga. J. K. Jackson, a white
farmer, living near a bridge over Lit-
tle river, said that shortly after mid-
night he heard several automobiles

party of newspaper men picked up the,
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VETERANSOF G A R
AREGIVENLEAVE

President Wilson Signs Order!
Permitting U. S. Employes to
Attend Encampment.

-~

President Wilson today signéd an
executive order granting leave with
pay to all veterans of the civil war in
ithe service of the federal government
%“ho desire to attend the Grand Army
encampment to be held here from Sep-
tember 27 to October 2, The executlve
order grants the G. A. R. men leave
from September 26 to October 3, with
additional time to journey to and from
Washington. The order follows:

“It is hereby ordered that all veterans
of the civil war in the service of the
government of the U‘nited States who
desire o attend the Grand Army en-
campment to be held in Washington,
D. (., September 27 to October 2, shall
be granted leave of absence with pay,
in addition to the annual leave provid-
ed for by statute, from September 26 to
October 3, inclusive, that they may
have the opportunity to attend the
encampment, and that they be granted
as many more days’ additional leave,
with pay in each case, as are necessary
for the journey to Washington and re-
turn to their posts of duty.

“WOODROW WILSON."”

Plans to Be Discussed.

Plans for furnishing information con-
cerning the headquarters of the vari-
ous veterans' organizations and points
of interest about the city will be dis-
cussed at a meeting of the informa-
tlon committee of the citizens’ G. A. R.
committee scheduled for tonight. H. B.
Davis is chairman of the committee.

Booths are to be set up on prominent

street corners where information will
be furnished to the visitors during the
encampment week, it is stated. There
also will be an information office at
the Emory bullding, which is to be
utilized as the headquarter® of the en-
campment.

Word was received today by Secre-
tary Thomas Grant that the Daughters
of Veterans plan to hold a reception
for Mrs. Lulu Carlin, commander-in-
chief of that organization, and the
members of her staff at the New Wil-
lard Hotel the night of September 20.

Will Attend Ball Game.

In addition to th- President, several
department heads have promised to at-
tend the base ball games at the Ameri-
can League Dbase ball park Saturday
afternoon if—their duties will permit
them. Part of the proceeds of the
zame are to be applied to the fund for
the entertainment of the visiting vet-
erans. Among those who have prom-
ised to be present if possible are At-
torney General Gregory, Secretary
Lane, Secretary Danilels and Secretary
Houston. A double-header game is to
be staged, beginning at 2:30 o'clock.

The teams which are to cross bats are
those representing the Agriculture and
Interior departments and the South-
ern railway general office and St
Teresa's Church.

PLANS POLISH AUTONOMY.

Count Velepolsky Would Have Self-

Government Under Czar.

LONDON, August 17.—A dispatch to
Reuter’'s Telegram Company from
Petrograd says:

“Count Velepolsky, chief Polish dele-
gate to the Russo-Polish conference
here, has drafted a project for auton-
omy for Poland under the sceptar cf
the Russian emperor. It edlls for a
lower house and senate and the usual
ministers, including those of war, ma-

rine and foreign affairs. The project
provides for Poland to bear a share of
the imperial expenditure proportionate
to her population and to send repre-
sentatives to the duma and the coumcil
of the empire.” ;

CYCLONE IN HAITI
DESTROYS TWO TOWNS

PORT AU PRINCE, Haltl, Sun-
day, August 15 (delayed in trans-
mission).—A violent cyeclone has
devastated the entire southern
mide of the Haitiam republie.
There have been numerous vic-
timn in the jowns nlong the
coast.

The town of Aux Cayes, ninety-
two miles southwest of Port au
Prinee and with a population of
25,000, suffered particularly. The
towns of Grande Ville and Petite
Ville were destroyed.

In the interlior heavy floods
are reported. The coffee crop has
been in part destroyed.

All communication by telegraph
or cable with the devastated dis-
tricts has been interrupted.

AVENUE POST OFFIGE
AGAIN BEING SOUGHT

Merchants Plan a Determined Fight
for Branch in Department
Building.

A aecond' effort is to he made by mer-
chants and other business men of
Pennsylvania avenue to bring about
the establishment of a branch post of-
fice in the Post Office Department build-
ing. A meeting of the committee of
merchants appointed at a mass meet-
ing of business men having establish-
ments on the Avenue between 9th and
14th streets and in the immediate vi-
cinity has been called for 1:30 o'clock
Friday afternoon by its chairman, Isi-
dor Grosner. The meeting is to be
held in the headguarters of the Retail
Merchants' Association.

Members of the committee are deter-
mined to make a fight this time that
will bring about the maintenance of
the desired branch office in the depart-
ment building. They declare they will
not take no for an answer from the
post office authorities this time.

On the occasion of their request sev-
eral months ago that a branch office be
established there the post office guthor-
ities stated in their refusal that they
considered the contract offices in the
locality capable of “handling the busi-
ness of the section. * In their petition
for a branch office, however, the mer-
chants stated that the contract offices
did not as a rule carry a sufficient num-
ber of stamps to supply the dally de-
mands and that the service rendered by
them was lacking in other ways. The
petition for the branch office was
handed to Postmaster Praeger and
upon his refusal to comply with the re-
quest the matter was brought to the
attention of the Postmaster General,
but without result.

To Make Determined Fight.

“This time we are going to make a
more determined fizht than ever be-
fore,” said Chairman Grosner today.
“Hardly a day passes but what I hear
complaints about the inadequate serv-
jce rendered by the contract offices. As
chairman of the committee of mer-
chants scores of criticisms of the
service have been brought to my ai-
tention.” .

Mr. Grosner said his committee has
been promised the support of a number
of merchants and business men who
did not take an active part in the ef-
forts made several months ago to bring
about the establishment of a branch
post office in the department building.
Since that time they have become im-
pressed with the need for improved
service and have promised to aid in
every way in the fight to be launched
Friday, he said.

Other members of the committee of
which Mr. Grosner is chairman are
Charles C. Muncaser, Carl Brodt. Louis
Jacobs and George Harris.

Denies Use of Poisonous Gas.
PARIS,* August 17.—The ministry of
war has issued a note saying that the
published statements that the French
troops are using poisonous gas are

untrue.

SERBIA MAY YIELL
LAND T0 BULGARIA

ﬁews From Both Nish and
Athens Encouraging to En-
tente Allies.

LONDON, August 17.—King Con-
stantine of Greece has accepted the
resignation of the Gounaris cabinet,
which was tendered to him yesterday
afternoon by the former premier, ac-
cording to a Reuter's dispatch from
Athens.

Eleutherios Venizelos, leader of the
opposition, was invited to consult with
the king today.

Serbia Not Irreconcilable. °

From the standpoint of the entente
allies the near eastern sgituation is
clearing with the assertion, officially
inspired from Nish, that Serbia’s atti-
tude is not irreconcilable, but that the
settlement must be more general than
a mere rectification of frontiers in one
locality. i

Former Premier Venizelos, having
been sumoned by King Constantine, is
expected to be once more in the saddle

teimorrow. Rumania is becoming more
determined in her refusal to permit pas-
sage of munitions to Turkey, which
country is reported to be showing con-
cern over the attitude of Bulgaria.

Bulgaria Needs Ammunition.

The key to the Balkan situation may
lie in a shortage of ammunition in Bul-
gatia, suggests the Daily Mail to&a)- in
an article which deals with “Germany’s
anxiety to ship ammunition to that
country.” In support of this view the
Daily Mail cites the alleged statement
of the German military attache at
Bucharest, who, in pleading with Ru-
mania to allow munitions to pass
through that country. declared that

these were mnot intended for Turkey,
but destined for Bulgaria, which was
neutral.

The coneclusion of the Daily Mail is
that Bulgaria has depleted her arsenals
in favor of some other power, and now
finds it pecessary to replenish them.

NEEDS U. S. FRIENDSHIP.

Russia Will Not Join With Japan in
Any Aggression.

MILAN, Italy, August 16, via Paris,
August 17.—A long dispatch from
Petrograd outlining the situation in
Russia, which gives the impression of
having been Inspired by Sergius Sazan-
off, Russian foreign minister, is pub-
lished by the Corriere Della Sera.

The article says in conclusion: “The
proposal for a Russo-Japanese alliance

finds 10 opposition, on condition that
it be not aggressive against China and
even less so against America, whose
friendship is necesgary to Russia.”

SEEKS TRADE OF LATINS.

French Commission Retuins From
South America Much Encouraged.

BORDEAUX, August 16 (via Paris,
August 17).—The mission headed by
Pierre Beaudin sent to South America
to make an exhaustive study of the best
means to develop commercial, mari-
time and financial relations between
France and the Latin American coun-
tries, arrived home today aboard the
steamship Flanders. The purpose of
the mission was to recapture for France
the markets gradually won over by

German merchants. M. Beaudin de-
clared that he was satisfied with the
results of the trip.

The mission, he said, had been every-
where well received, and the govern-
ments visited recognized the necessity
of establishing agreements and finding
practical solutions fer commercial
intercourse, .

-BOAT'S TORPEDD
SINKS TROOP SHIP;
C0STS 1,000 LIVES

British Transport Royal Ed-
ward Destroyed by Subma-
rine in Aegean Sea.

S!X HUNDRED MEN SAVED,
SAYS ADMIRALTY REPORT

KOVNOFORTTAKEN
BY GERMAN FORCE
S BERLIN REPORT

Allies Admit Armies of Grand
Duke Nicholas Still Are
in Danger.

CRISIS NOT YET REACHED
IN THE POLAND CAMPAIGN

Soldiers Were on Their Way to
Reinforce Expedition at the
Dardanelles.

FIRST TRANSPORT DISASTER

England Had Prided Herself on
Ability to Carry Hundreds
" of Thousands of Troops
Without Loss,

LONDON, August 17, 12:32
p.m.— The British transport Royal
Edward has been torpedoed and
sunk by a German submarine.
Announcement to this effect was
made officially today.

Six hundred men were saved
out of 1,382 troops and 220 other
persons on board. This would in-
dicate a probable loss of 1,002
men.

The text of the announcement
follows : p !

“The British transport Royal
Edward was sunk by an enemy
submarine in the Aegean last Sat-
urday morning. According to the
information at present available
the transport had on board thirty-

Jtwo military officers and 1,350

troops, in addition to the ship’s
crew -of 220 officers and men.

“The troops consisted mainly of
reinforcements for the 2gth
division and details of the Royal
Army Medical Corps. Full in-
formation has not yet been re-
ceived, but it is known that about
600 have been saved.”

/ First Troop Ship Sunk.

So far as has been reported officially
this iz the first instance in which a
British transport has been attacked suc-
cessfully by a submarine. It had been
a matter of pride with the British gov-
ernment that it had transported hun-
dreds of thousands cf troops across many
fseaa without the loss of life. It is prob-
‘able that the number of trocps sent to
France and Belgium since the beginning
of the war is considerably in excess of
700,000. In addition, large numbers of
men have been.transported to the Dar-
danelles, 1Zgypt, South Africa and Serbhia.

Troops have been brought in from
Canada, New Zealand, Australia and In-
dia for the defense of the mother coun-
try. The transports are accompanied by
an escort of warships, chief reliance
being placed on destroyers for ward-
ing off submarine attacks.

On Way to Dardanelles,

The British announcement shows that
the Royal Edward was engaged in con-
veyving troops to the Dardanelles front,
hawxing been sunk in the Aegean sea.
German submarines sent to these wa-
ters to assist the Turks have been very

active. One of them, the U-51, under
command of Capt. Otto Hersing, made

‘the voyvage from Wilhelmshaven to the

Dardanelles and sank the British bat-
tleships Triumph and Majestic.

The Royal Edward apparently had
been engaged in the transport service
since earlv in the war. Aungust 11,

1914, she sailed from Montreal with 500
French reservists on board. The last
report in maritime records showed her
arrival on October 18 at Avonmouth,
Eng,, from Montreal.

Never Confirmed Officially.

An unofficial dispatch from Berlin
February 21 reported the sinking of a
British transport with troops, and of a
steamer which was accompanying the
transport. Later it was reported a
prize offered in Germany for sinking a
transport had Dbeen distributed. No
official statement was made on this
subject, however, either in Berlin or
in London. i

The Royal Edward was 11,117 tons
gross, and 526 feet long. She was
owned by the Canadian Northern

Steamship Company. She was built in

Glasgow in 1908,

BRITISH COAST SHELLED
BY A GERMAN SUBMARINE

LONDON, August 17.—Parton, Har-
rington and Whitehaven, in Cumber-
land, England, on the Irish sea, were
bombarded yesterdax by a German
submarine, a British official statement
annolinces Some fires Wwere caused,
but the damage was slight, and there
were no casualties, the statement adds.

The text of the statement, issued last
night, follows: .

“A German submarine fired =several
shells at Parton, Harrington and
Whitehaven, in Cumberland county, be-
tween 4:30 a.m. and 3:20 am. today,
but no material damage was caused.

“A few shells hit the railway em-
bankment north of Parton, but train
service was only slightly dela_a.yed.

“Fires were caused at Whitehaven
anc at Harrington, which were soon
extinguished. .

“No casualties were reported.

Killed by an Irish Constable.

DUBLIN, Ireland, August 17.—Evi-
dence taken at the coroner’'s inquest
showed that David Johnston, who was
found dead yesterday morning under-
neath a window of his home in Lur-
gan, County Armagh, in which he had
withstood the siege of constabulary
for two days, wag shot by a police con-
stable. Johnston  precipitated the
trouble which cost him his life by fir-
ing Saturday at registry enumerators
who went to his house to 'deliver the.
official forms in connection the
national registration.

Teutons.- Halted at Several Points,
Press the Attack Fiercely
| at Others.

VON HINDENBURG A MENACE

Russian Retirement Cannot Be Cone
sidered Successful Until He
Has Been Turned
Back,

BERLIN, August 17, via
London, 4:15 p.m.—One of
the outlying forts of Kovno,
between the Niemen river
and Gesia, to the south of
the’ main fortification, has
been captured by the Ger-
mans, it was announced by
German army headquarters
today.

Three forts at Novo
Georgievsk also have been
captured, army headquarters
report.

LONDON, August 17.—A crisis
has not '_vet been reached in the
present stage of the eastern cam-
paign. Grand Duke Nicholas, the
Russian commander-in-chief, will
not be able to assure the safety
of his armies until the menace
presented by the operations oi
I'ield Marshal von Hindenburg
in Courland is removed.

In the Bausk district of Cour-
land the German army has been
driven back toward the Aa river,
while Kovno is still stemming the
!German tide. The chief struggle,
however, centers in the region
north of the Niemen, notwith-
standing the recent success of
Russian resistance.

Jetween the Narew and the
Bug the German drive evidently
is making some headway, al-
though Petrograd claims that at-
tacks of the invaders in this
region have been repulsed aiter
heavy fighting. Along the middle
Bug the Austrians and Germans
have forced several crossings. Ii
the Russians plan to hold the val-
uable transverse railroad running
through Vilna, Grodno, Bialvstok,
Brest-Litovsk and  Kovel, they
must soon check the Austrians
and Germans definitely.

Russian Plan Executed.

The Times military correspondent,
dealing with the warfare in Hussia,
SAVS! .

“In conformity with the general plan

of retirement, Grand Duke Nicholas has
now withdrawn his forces from Poland
to peints west of the line of Os=owelz,
Bialystok anu Brest-Litovsk, and we
shall learn within a few days whether
he intends to make a long stand on
this front. ;

“'Phe s=taffs of the Russian armies
have perturmed difficult tasks with the
greatest competence. Attacked in an
untenable position by six or seven
Austro-German armies, the Russians
fought steadily back and are now in
line.

Czar's Armies Not Beaten.

“The Russian armies are mneither
beaten nor demoralized, nor dispirited;
but they are not yet out of danger,
nor can they- be until the menace of
Hindenburg in the north is dis-

von
posed of.

“Chief interest still lies in the strug-
gle north of the Niemen, in the defense

of Kovno and in the decigion of Granu
Duke Nicholas to stand upon the Brest-
Litovsk line or to continue his retire-
ment. ‘lThe real crisig of the grandiose
operation is still to come.”

Scores of Civilians Killed.

Scores of civilians were killed and
wounded in the thres-day bombard-
ment with heavy artillery which pre-
ceded the German occupation of Lomza,
according to a Reuter dispatch from
Petrograd. While German guns were
showering tons of metal upon the town
the inhabitants took refuge in the cel-
lars of* their homes. »any houses
were blown to bhits and others were
burned.

Before the arrival of the Germans all
metals and everything of military value
had been removed by the Hussians.

Civilians are reported to be leaving
Bialystok to escape the fighting whica
is expected there. The banks and hos-
pitals already have been removed.

Difficulties for Germans,

ROTTERDAM, August 16, via London,
August 17.—No point is vielded by the
Russians to the advancing Germans
until railway bridges and everything
else of military value has been de-
stroyved, according to German reports
received here. The Cologne Gazette
admits the difficulties confronting the
invaders and says:

“The great area west of the Vistula
is covered by ceaseless processions of
wagons bringing up supplies. In this
devhstated country where the railway
bridge has been destroyed an inecred-
ible amount of work has to be done.
Only by fabulous exertions have we
been able to carry supplies for our




