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Barbecues and Politics

The republicans of Indiana are get-
ting down to business -in the old
style. They are meecting at barbecues,
and going into committee of the
whole on the state of the Union.

At one of these open-air functions
the other day there was a large at-
tendance, and among the spellbinders
were both local and imported party
celebrities. Messages of encourage-
ment were delivered, and much en-
thusiasm was aroused.

A conspicuous feature of the oc-
casion was a tribute to Mr. Fair-
banks. Large posters bearing his
picture and the inscription, “For
President, 1916," adorned many trees
and vehicles. They met the gaze on
every hand, and testificd to the fact
that the former Vice FPresident is
very “solid” still with the home folks.
Undoubtedly his nomination next
year would make the campaign in
Indiana very strenuous and interest-
ing.

Mr. Fairbanks has two chances. If
the middle states develop strength
for first place, his claims should be
among the best. He needs no intro-
duction to the country. He has
served with distinction in two nation-
al offices—a United States senator-
ship and the vice presidency. He took
with him into retirement the respect
of both sides, and retains it.

If the east secures first place, the
middle country will probably get sec-
ond, and Indiana will be a good state
to choose from. The democrats will
go there again for their second man.
The east and Indiana on the one side
would then be met by the east and
Indiana on the other, and Mr.
Marshall and Mgr. Fairbanks could

"fight it out for home supremacy.
Both have shown strength at home
in past contests.

How great the injury to the demo-
eratic party of Indiana by reason of
the election frauds uncovered in the
state is a question. Some party
leaders of prominence have been con-
victed, and are now in prison. Other
feaders are under indictment and
awaiting trial. That this will tell
somewhat on party prestige is very
likely. How much nobody may say.

1t is well understood that Mr. Fair-
banks is Indiana’s favorite repub-
fican son, and has been for nearly
twenty years. He came forward
after the retirement to private life of
Gen. Harrison, and has been the
leading figure of his party in the
state ever since; and this booming
of him for President in gatherings
where toothsome roast meats and
condiments contribute to good feel-
ing and expressions of admiration
shows that his fellow citizens know
the value of taking time by the fore-
lock.

Difficulties in presen’!ﬁg an abso-
lutely peaceful attitude may yet be-
come so great as to make Mr. Bryan
feel that the failure to nominate him
in Baltimore was not so great a mis-
fortune after all. It would have been
much more difficult to resign from
the office of President than it was to
relinquish the State portfolio.

Enthusiasm aroused by the Liberty
Bell wherever it is seen shows a
healthy and enduring patriotic senti-
ment which inspires every confidence
in the future.

Strong efforts are made to keep the
progressive party from becoming so
patiently placid as to seem Chinafied.

Mississippi.

A new man has appeared in Mis-
sissippi politics—new in the sense
that his latest achievement is pointed
to by his friends as foretelling great
influence in that state, and maybe
throughout the south in the near
future. He has served in the state
senate and in the office of lieutenant
governor, but his nomination for gov-
ernor, which is equivalent to elec-
tion, shows growth of a promising
character, and he may go far.

This is Theodore G. Bilbo, less than
forty years old, college bred, a
lawyer, a rousing stump speaker, and
politically and otherwise a fighter.
For so young a man, he has seen a
good deal of politics, and likes the
game. He has been the center of
several warm contests; but the suc-
cess of his latest appeal to the
people is evidence that he has held
his own in the hurly-burly.

Mississippi is hospitable toward
young men in politics. John Sharp
Williams, now the most distinguished
citizen of the state, won his spurs
at an early age. He is not an old
man now, but has* been in Congress
so long, and so conspicuous there, he
is rated as a veteran. A lawyer by
education, a planter by choice, he is
a politician by nature; and after en-
tering politics he liked the field so
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well he has remained. When the
time comes he will be a candidate to
succeed himself in the Senate.

The rise of James K. Vardaman be-
gan when he was young, and has
been rapid. A lawyer by education,
a journalist by choice, he, too, is a
politician by nature, and reached the
Senate through the governorship of
Mississippi. He, too, likes politics;
and, being in the game, is likely to
remain. In the Senate he has sur-
prised the east, where until then he
had been rated as only a fluent fire-
eater. But he is a strong and ready |
debater, courageous in the expression
of opinions, and a student of gov-
ernment and everyday affairs. In the
ship purchase controversy last winter
he was one of the foremost partici-
pants, and helped defeat the meas-
ure.

This is an era of great opportunity
in politics for southern men. When
peace in the world is restored, and
the Panama canal begins “to get in
its work,” the south should benefit
greatly by the prosperity apparently
awaiting this country. She is a very
rich section, with her resources
largely undeveloped. The right
national policies supported by her
public servants should increase her
wealth and her importance in the
Union many fold.

The Potomac Power Estimates.

There should be no difficulty in ar-
ranging a basis for the submission of !
estimates to Congress for the pro-
posed Potomac water power project.
Obviously this is in the nature of a
joint undertaking of the United
States and the District of Columbia.
Whether the ratio of cost be half-
and-half, or one-third and two-thirds
or one-quarter and three-quarters,
as has been variously suggested, there
must evidently be a division of the
expense. The government cannot
expect the District to bear more than
its proportionate share of the cost,
certainly not more than, if as much
as, one-half, nor can the District ex-
pect the government to bear the
whole burden, inasmuch as a large
measure of the benefit is to be de-
rived by the local community. In
respect to this division of the cost the
result of the forthcoming considera-
tion by a joint committee of Congress
of the fiscal question may have an
important bearing. But it is not es-
sential to await the conclusion of
that inquiry. The estimates can be
submitted, on a broad basis, and the
question left to Congress. It is, of
course, assumed that the administra-
tion, which must take the initiative,
will not prejudice the District’s case
by proposing an unfair ratio of cost
division.

As for the initiative, it should
come undoubtedly from the United
States. The Potomac is under fed-
eral jurisdiction. The government
has paramount rights in the prem-

ises. It will naturally undertake the
work itself, when authorized,
would

It
in these circumstances be
proper for the recommendation to

come from a federal source, and not
initially from the District of Colum-
bia.

But with both sides favoring
the enterprise, and with the Presi-
dent interested to the end that the
deplorable waste of Potomac power
be stopped in the interest of govern-
mental and municipal economy, there
is little danger of a deadlock over
this question. The Potomac must be
harnessed to do the capital’s work,
and no more time must be lost in
the prosecution of the task. Not
even the necessity for large expendi-
tures for national defense, which are
expected to be authorized at the next
session of Congress, should inter-
vene to cause a further postponement
of this undertaking, the neglect of
which has already cost the people
many millions of dollars.

The torpedo has proved capable of
creating more terrible disasters than
the iceberg which caused the sinking
of the Titanic.

It would have been fortunate for
Leo Frank if the Milledgeville prison
had been as easy to get:out of as it
was to enter.
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The premium on dollars in Europe
is not high enough to tempt the
leisurely American citizen to spend
them there.

Carranza insists that Mexico is able
to attend to her own affairs, but does
not materially assist her in doing so.

Being Governor of Georgla is one
of the most delicate positivns known
to public life in this country.

The “keep off the ocean” sign has
not been removed by the German
government. A

The Renewed Demand.

The reiterated demand of the
downtown business men of the city
for the re-establishment of a fully
equipped branch postal station in the
old post office building is worthy of
serious consideration, even though a
similar demand has been rejected
heretofore. The fact that the pre-
vious petition to this effect was de-
nied does not necessarily close the
case. The situation created by the
removal of the postal facilities from
the main building to the new eity
post office is a serious handicap upon
the merchants of the mid-city sec-
tion. They have not found sufficient
accommeodation at the store branch-
es. They do not find the sub-station
at 8th and F streets adequate in point
of space. Experience has proved con-
clusively that the present srrange-
ment is a makeshift unworthy of the
government. The space is available
at the main building, and the cost
of the maintenance of a fully
equipped branch would be small in
comparison with the benefits granted
to the people. This demand of the
merchants should be taken upder ad-

visement in view of the conditions
that have developed since the earlier
effort to obtain relief came to naught.
The postmaster, whatever his orders
as to economy, cannot ignore justly
the requirements of the citizens,
whose contributions to the postal
funds go so far to support an office

Within a few hours after the lynch-
ing of Leo Frank at Marietta, Ga.,
picture post cards were being offered
for sale in the streets of Atlanta
showing the body hanging from a
tree and a crowd of men and boys
standing around it. It is reported
that these cards were eagerly bought
by the people. The postal authori-
ties, however, promptly barred them

from the mails.
This is a shocking revelation of a

morbid public mind, The picture was
revolting in its -details and grewsome
suggestiveness. It brought forth the
horrors of a tragedy that should
make all Georgia weep for shame.
But unhappily there appears to be
little of that emotion in Georgia to-
day. Men of the highest standing are
in public approving the crfme, and
there is nothing but open scoffing
for the official efforts to find the
members of the mob in order to bring
them to justice. Nobody believes
that there will be a trial, or if through
some chance somebody is arrested
and brought to court that there will
be other than a prompt acquittal.
These picture post cards stand as
a type of the public sentiment that
approves lynch law. They are a mark
of a national disgrace and a humilia-
tion that is felt by law-abiding and
respecting citizens of all states.

Agitation for a high tariff stand by
the democratic party comes largely
from republican sources. The gener-
osity with which one party offers
suggestions to another is never free
rom the suspicion of ulterior
motive,

There may be republicans in New
York who would like to see Elihu
Root made President and thus com-
pelled to devote his attention to
national instead of state conditions.

Germany’s latest torpedo demon-
stration has exploded some cher-
ished theories as to a determination
to tacitly recognize the obligations
pointed out by the American note.

Temporary relief from the summer
climate is scarcely worth the damage
done by the distant storm conditions
to which weather experts attribute
the drop in the thermometer.

In addition to their other cares,
members of the next Congress will
find the question of preparedness for
the 1916 campaign confronting them.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNEON.

Distribution.
“The question of distribution is one
of the most serious of our time,” re-
marked the ponderous man.

“It is,” replied Miss Cayenne.
“There is no telling what may hap-
pen to the simplest statement of in-
nocent fact after it has been passed
around by the gossips.”

The hardest working man on earth
is the one who is expected to uphold
a reputation of being the life of the

party.

Joyous Contemplation.
No more a dreary prospect frets.
The world shall sing its old-time
songs.
Next month the recreant oyster gets
Back in the stew where he belongs.

Improvements.

“You ought to make an effort to
improve every minute of your time."”

“That’s a good suggestion,” replied
Mr. Growcher. “It's the only style
of improvement that a man can un-
dertake in this neighborhood with-
out inviting the special attention of
the tax assessor.”

Magnifying Powers.

“Father,” said the small boy, “what
is a demagogue?”

“A demagogue, my son, is a barker
who can make a passing crowd be-
lieve that a side show is bigger than
the main exhibition.”

Solicitous Inquiry.

“Charley, dear,” said young Mrs.
Torkins, “when you start a story 1
wish you would take the trouble to
finish it. You said that at the ball
game this afternoon a man died at
first.”

“Well, he did die at first.”"

“Yes? But did he come to after-
ward?”

Quick Action.

There is nothing quite so moving
As a moving picture show;
It is pleasant and improving,
As the public seems to know.
There's a thousand feet of hero
And a thousand feet of girl
Whose fortunes sink to zero
As the scene begins to whirl,

There is a villain shifty
Who is wicked by the yard,
And a comic person nifty
Standing genially on guard.
And you smile or else you snicker
As you watch their rapid race
When the films begin to flicker
At 8 moving picture pace.

Oh, this ;;loddin? old existence
Which in real life we lead
Would forsake its dull persistence
If the films were true indeed!
This world might seem erratic,
But it never would be slow
If it struck the pace ecstatic
Of a moving picture show.
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WHAT THE GOVERNMENT. IS DOING; FIFTY Y.

Real hospitals for thedisease-stricken
natives of Alaska at last seem assured.
The first specially de-

Hospitals in signed government hos-

that is largely devoted to thel' Alaska pital to be erected in the

; : : 8K&.  territory is under con-
handling of free official mail. B RAs S E

struction now In Juneau, and when

1 i . completed, in the course of the next

Pictures of the Lync]m:lg. few months, will provide modern facili-

ties for accommodating several scores
of patients.

The establishment of such institutions
among the once virile people to whom
the white man's civilization has brought
havoc-working maladies has long been
the dream of the United States bureau
of education, but until now appropria-
tions by Congress for work among the
natives have been far too slender to
permit a closer approach to hospital
facilities than could be secured by re-
modeling certain small schoolhouses
Into improvised Infirmaries.

The bureau of education, through

one of the strange arrangements that
crop out now and then in the federal

governmental machinery, hag practically
the entire supervision of these people
in 0 far as the apctivities of the gov-
ernment touch them. The bureau hns
in fact, in addition to its general edu-
cational duties, pretty much the relation

toward the Alaskan natives—many of
them Indians—that the office of Indian
affairs of the Department of the In-
terlor has over the Indians of the
United States proper.

In the matter of the physical welfare
of its charges, however, the bureau has
called on the United States public
health service for assistance, and a co-
operative arrangement has been work-
ed out by which a surgeon of the
health service is detalled for special
duty among the Alaskan natives, and
has charge of a staff of medlcal as-
sistants and nurses furnished by the
bureau of education. Tt is as a result
of appeals based on the investigations
and work of this medical service that
the mnecessity for providing well
equipped hospitals has at last been
brought home in a measure to Con-
gress and that somewhat more liberal
appropriations have been secured. The
need for physical ecare has been so
great that the bureau has even felt
justified in closing several sorely need-
el schools in late years in order to
apply the funds to medical relief. It
pointed out to Congress, however, that
it took such steps only as a matter of
the most urgent necessity, since the loss
to a village of schools, the greatest
civilizing agency that has ever come to
the natives, has an immediate and un-
desirahle affect upon the general life of
the community.

"
* *

The natlonal government is carrving
on just now a vast land-trading deal

with the state of
Public Lands in Washington where-
. by that common-
Washington.  .aitn wil, in ef-
fect, recover lands that have been prac-
tically lost for vears in the depths of
the natlonal forests. The result of the
trade, so far as the state is concerned,
will be as though the scattered frag-
ments of land were gathered up and
placed side by side, for the relative
values of tracts are belng scrupulously
observed. When the trade is com-
pleted the state will have in one tract
land equal in value to that which it
has always listed among its posses-
gions as an unknown quantity, and
will have the unusual satisfaction of
being able actually to place the offi-
cial thumb on it and size it up.

The federal government, on its part,
will have its national forests in solid
bLlocks, free from numerous ‘islands”
of state lands that have for yeuars
greatly complicated forest administra-
tion. Both governmental units affected
by the land situation were 8o impress-
ed by the desirability of straightening
the tangle out that each appropriated
£50,0000 to meet the necessary eXpenses
of surveying, examining and apprais-
ing the lands.

The trouble arose from the fact that
vears ago the federal government gave
the state for school purposes sections
16 and 36 in each township, Later the
national forest reservations were laid
down over the public domains with the
school grants still intact. The forests
were therefore checkerboarded with
little patches of school land, amounting
in all to 500,000 acres.

Similar school land grants weres made
in other northwestern states, and have
proved troublesome wherever national
foresta have been reserved In such
states. Trades have already been ar-
ranged in Montana, South Dakota and
Idaho, and where completed have
greatly lightened administrative bur-
dens.

*
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A realization that the members of his
big family should be encouraged to live
more in the open air

Uncle Sam and seems to have come
S suddenly to TUncle
Vacationists. Sam, for he has done
more, perhaps, in the past twelve

months to stimulate and encourage the
out-of-door movement than in any oth-
er equal period of time. First came
the bid for a greater recreational use
of the national forests, and now the
general land office has just completed
a sale, without precedent, of sites es-
pecially for villas on the banks of the
beautiful Flathead lake in Montana.

To attract larger numbers of vaca-
tionists to the wvast forests owned by
the government, the forest service se-
cured legislation that permits the leas-
ing of sites for summer homes for as
many as thirty years for merety nomi-
nal rentals. This arrangement, which
went into effect last spring, makes
worth while the erection of substantial
improvements, and has already greatly
inereased the number of persons so-
journing in the forests in the summer
gseason. In many of the forests appli-
cations to lease five-acre tracts are
pouring in, and dwellings from simple
log cahbins to pretentious homes are
springing up in mountain glens and
by river banks and lake 2hore.

In order to determine just what the
forests present in the way of attract-
ive gites for summer homes and facili-
ties for boating, bathing, fishing, moun-
tain climbing and other outing activi-
ties, the forest service 18 now making
a recreational survey of the domalins
over which it has control and will list
and publish the data as rapidly as pos-
sible. Now, it 18 realized, most of the
applicants for cottage sites are per-
sons who happen to be familiar with
the forests. When the data now being
collected are available, however, city-
bound souls who long for the woods
but have neither the means nor the
time to make long searches for satis-
factdry sites will be able to choose just
about what they wish without stirring
from their doors. ]

In his unique sale of villa sites Uncle
Sam struck a note not quite so demo-
cratic perhaps as in his forest-leasing
plan, but he made It possible in this
way for his more prosperous citizens
to build up a community of more com-
modlous permanent summer homes.
The land divided Into the villa sites
was formerly a part of the Flathead
Indian reservation and was reserved
under special legislation when the res-
ervation was allotted.

The sites—from two to flve acres in

extent—border the southern half of
Flathead lake, which is thirty miles
long, ‘twelve miles wide and lies be-
tween the picturesque ranges of the
Rocky mountains only ‘a few miles
southwest of the Glacler National
Park. The shores of the northern halif
of the lake have been under private
ownership for years and are dotted
with orchards, permanent homes and
villas. A regular line of boats plies
the waters of the lake and an automo-
bile boulevard skirts itas shores and
connects it with Glacler National Park.
When the land was sold at auction re-
cently persons from practically every
state In the Union were on hand and
made purchases. Every one of the %05
sites was sold, and as a result $125,000
found its way into the coffers of the
Indian funds. !

"
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How many drug addicts, popularly
known as “dope flends,” are there in
the TUnited States?
Drug Addicts in Some writers have

. gone so far as to
This Country. ,.qert that 2 per cent

of the population of the country, or
about 2,000.000 persons, are victims of
habit-forming drugs, but experts of
the 1 nited Siates public health service
whn have just completed an inquiry
into the matter reach the conclusion
that the number is probably not far
from 200,000, just oqe-tenth the lay
estimate.

The public health mervice found the
question a difficult one to answer for
obvinous reasons, and was obliged to
make checking estimates from various
points of departure. It was known,
for instance, that the amount of opium

and its derivatives legitimately im-
ported In a vyear I8 sufficient for
2.500,000,000 average doses, and that

the amount of cocoa leaves and cuocaine
similarly brought into the country an-
nually would make 325,000.000 averasa
doses. Since the amount of habit-
forming drugs brought in illegitimate-
1v is known to be very amall, the
serviece took the import records as set-
ting the extreme limits of use by ad-
dicts.

In Tennessee, where an exceedingly
strict anti-narcotie law is in force, the
gervice found the most trua_twurt[l_\.'
diata as to the number of addicts and
the amounts of drugs consumed. Just
2270 users of habit-forming drugs,
two-tenths of 1 per cent of the nopula-
tion, were registered a year after the
law went into effect and the users of
opium and its derivatives each con-
sumed an average of 12,000 doses a
vear. The same ratio applied to the
whole country would give 118,000 ad-
dicts using 1.416.000.000 averaze doses.
Cocaine users, the public health rerv-
ice estimates. increase the total of
drug victims to 200,000,

Though the new federal antl-narcotie
law has been in effect only a few
months, the investigators found that
such statistics as it has made availa-
hle 8o far bear out thelr statements
that previous estimates of the number
of “dope flends” have bheen excessive.
The government's health experts stale,
however, that the real conditions are
bad enough and that the amount of
opium and eocoa consumed in America
is out of all proportion to the needs
for medical purposes.

*

* *
The passage of child labor laws,
however stringent thevy may be, does
not neceasarily dispose of

Child Labor all problems in regard to
the employment of chil-

PIObth' dren, as many persons as-
sume. The children's bureau of the De-
partment of Labor has recognized this,
and is now determining just how valua-
ble the laws in various states are as a
protection to children by a ecareful
study of their administration and oper-
ation.

The study of the child labor situation
in Connecticut, the first state to be
considered, has just been completed, and
has emphasized the fact that the In-
vestigation is to be largely concerned
with the child labor certificates issued
when a child of a certain age is per-
mitted to go to work. They are the
means of the children’s identification,
and are, in a word, their state-issued
“working cards.”

The systems for issuing and making
use of these certificates vary widely
in the different states, the variations
to a great extent measuring the effec-
tiveness of thke laws. The children’'s
bureau hopes, with the data to be gath-
ered, to be able to frame a standard
law containing the provisions that have
been found in the various jurisdictions
to be the really essential ones.

Although the general outlines of
child labor laws in the various states
are eglmilar, they are known to vary
wldely in the theories on which they
are administered. For Instance, the
certificates may be issued and looked
after by different agencles, and may be
the property In one state of one of the
interested parties, and in a different
state of another. The law as a whole
may be elther a part of the labor leg-
islation or may be regarded as a part
of the compulsory education laws. The
latter consideration was found to hold
in Connecticut, where the entire admin-
istration of the law is in the hands of
the state board of educatlon. Thus it
wuas found that the main element in
enforcement of the certificate law is
an elaborate system of following up
children for enforcement of the com-
pulsory achool attendance law, since a
child between fourteen and sixteen
yvears of age must he either in school
or legally employed.
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Most antiseptics are poisonous not only
to the troublesome “germ"” which they are
suppoged to destroy, but

Production to persons and animals
a8 well. Therefore the
of Thymol' valus of thymol in medi-

cine and sanitation, for It s dlmost
unique among Inexpensive drugs in that
it has powerful germicidal properties, and
is not harmful to humans. But, as in the
case of many other valuable drugs and
chemicals, the United States has been de-
pendent in the past on importations from
Europe for its supply of this exceedingly
valuable substance, and waf conditions
have put a stop to its arrival.

Recently one of the agents of the De-
partment of Commerce has made a study
of the source and production of the drug,
with a view to determining the prac-
ticabllity of it manufactures in America.
The situation is promising, it develops, for
the chief source is ajowan seed, produced
principally in India, with which country
trade still may easily be carried on. RBe-
fore the European war began practically
the entire supply of seed was sent to
Germany, where the thymol was extracted.
Of this drug the United States imported
in the year ending June 30, 1914, over
19,000 pounds. Now, because there have
been practically no importations for a
year, the price of the non-poisonous anti-
septic on American markets has becomse
exceedingly high.

The study developed the fact that the
extraction of thymol from the ajowan
seeds 1s brought about chiefly by steam
distillation, and that the other stages of
manufacture are not complicated. Tt was
also found that horse mint, which grows
In the United States, is a possible source
of the drug.

THE RUSSIAN RETREAT.

From the St. Joseph Gazette.

1f Russia has other towns whose
names she wants to change, now Is
2 better time than when they belong
to Germany.

From the Houston Post.

There being ohbstacles in the way
of the czar taking Christmas dinner in
Berlin, it meems that his cousin Wil-
helm {s thinking about taking Christ-
mas dinner in Petrograd.

From the Syracuse Post-Standard.

The Russian war minister explains
that it is Russian strategy to draw the
Germans on and on until they wear
themselves out. If the Russians are
satisfled with the tactics In Poland, the
Germans certainly are.

From the Council Bluffs Nonpareil.

The Russians seem to have broken
ground again, and the Germans are
continuing their pursult. Where will

it all end? '

From the Wheeling Register.,

Those who started the story that the
Russian soldiers are expert lacemak-
ers evidently did not intend to compli-
mer:lt them on thelr valor and skill in
battle.

From the Boston Advertiser.

If the Russiana are doped, as Jane
Addams pays, we don't think much of
furniture polish as a frenzy creator.
From the Raleigh News and Observer,

The way the Teutons are keeping the
Ruasians on the run makes it evident
that the pronunciation i8 Toot-ons.

From the Birmingham Age-Herald.

It would be a dark day for Russia
if Petrograd should become St, Peters-
burg again.

From the Atlanta Coostitution.

At least, we must give the Russians
credit for making a pretty good hom’
run. .

SARS AGO
IN THE STAR

Tuesday, August 15, 1865, The Btar
printed in its first edition a news dis-

- patch from Aspy
Atlantie Cable bay, Newfoundland,
stating that a large
Bmk' at se" vessel decorated
with flags was in sight off shore, and
that she was supposed to be the Great
Eastern, completing her task of laying
the Atlantic cable. Subsequent edi-
tions, however, carried the disappoint-
ing news that the cable had parted on
the 2d of August. The schooner First
Fruit had brought the news from the
British warship Terrible. The mnext
day a dispatch from Hearts Content,
Newfoundland, stated that the cable-
laying ship and her consort were try-
ing to locate certaln buoys which pre-
sumably marked the lost end of the
cable. The Star of August 17, 1865, said:
“The question whether or not the
Atlantic cable is a hopeless failure de-
pends upon the point now at issue,
whether the end sunk by the Great
Fastern is sunk or buoyed up. That
a buoy was placed at the point where
the break was made there is no doubt,
but there !s much obscurity in regard
to the gquestion whether the buoy held
up the western end of the submerged
cable or simply marked the point where
it was last seen, It may be saild in
favor of the more hopeful theory that
it is scarcely probable the Great East-
ern would be hovering so anxiously and
for euch a length of time in the vicin-
ity of a hopelessly lost wire. For
certainly no expectation could be en-
tertained of fishing up the lost end
sunk in 14,000 feet of water. The in-
ference certainly is that the buoy, in
the vicinity of which the Great East-
ern was lingering with such pertinac-
itv, was connected with the severed
wire. Consequently there is atill a
glimmer of hope yet, though that hope
must necessarily grow fainter with
every hour that transpires bringing no
news of the arrival of the Great East-
ern.

-
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When Washington was put in a state

of defense, at the beginning of the
civil war, the govern-

The Owners of ment took possession

of a large number of
Fort Lands. tracts of land for the

erection of fortifications, without re-
gard to the wishes of the owners, and
continued to occupy them until the
close of hostilities. They were then

restored to private possession, and the
question of compensation arose., In The
i‘-ta!‘ of August 17, 1865, is the follow-
ng:

“An opportunity has been afforded
by the government to owners of farms
upon which forts have been erected, to
receive the bulldings and other prop-
erty left in dismantling the works as
compensation for the occupation of the
land. A few have already accepted
the offer, but as there still remains a
large amount of valuable property un-
accepted, requiring guards for its pro-
tection, it is probable that the govern-
ment will shortly withdraw the offer,
remove the buildings, etc, and leave
the owners of the lands the unpromis-
ing alternative of getting their claims
for compensation through Congress.”

*
* *
“It was certainly to have been ex-

pected,”” says The Star of August 19,
\ 1865, “that with the

Water Service =rand benefaction of
Deficiencies, cwomac water in

abundant quantities
put within the reach of the citizens
of Washington at the slightest inciden-
tal expense, measures would at once
be taken for ite ample distributiory
throughout the length and breadth of
the city. Yet from one cause and an-
other this has not been the case, and

there are whole districts—wards, one
might almost say—thickly populated,
where mot a foot of pipe has been
laid. The buildings in many of these
localities are largely frame, and with
the growth of the city the vacant lots
once separating these wooden build-
ings are now filled up with others of
the same material, affording an un-
paralleled amount of combustible ma-
terial in juxtaposition, inviting dan-
gerous conflagration. )

“And with all this wealth of water—
squirted away by shop boys in pure
wantonness and fizzled out by water-
cartmen until Pennsylvania avenue is
a quagmire—there is not a fire plug
within reach of the parts of the city
most threatened with fire. It would
really seem that nothing but a special
providence has saved the frame-bullt
portions of this city from such a con-
flagration as visited the similarly built
city of Nantucket, where the same
want of foresight had prewvailed.

“But it 1s not only the wooden quar-
ters that need the water. In fact, a
very large portion of the city is un-
provided yet. The requisite bills for
laying we know not how many lines
of pipe have been passed by the coun-
cils, but fail of execution for want of
pipe. To enable this work to be done
this season it s requisite to give the
mayor authority to antlcipate the reve-
nue of the water fund for the pur-
chase of the needed amount of pipe.
A bill to this effect was ‘postponed’ the
other night in one board of the coun-
cils and objection was made by some
of the members that it was desirable
to get rid of the existing water debt
rather than to Increase it. Very well!
The way to pay the debt Is to perfect
the water system and make it an in-
come-producing, self-sustaining one.
Gridiron the city with pipes, put water
in every street, make the city de-
sirable, healthful and attractive to live
in. Then we may expect to see men
of wealth dlsposed to settle here, to
invest money here, and, what i{s a good
deal to the purpose, to pay taxes here.
It is this pleayune, pennv-wisa, pound-
foolish system that dwarfs all spirit of
enterprise and improvement, keeps the
city poor and shabby, drives away
from us all but the can’t-get-aways and
makes us the scoff of visitors. Pave
the streets, deodorize the ecanal, elrcu-
late the water and the debt will take
care of itself!"

CARRANZA.

T Ao not like Carranza—
His whiskers interfere;
T like that fraok expression
Which diplomats reverse,
One cannot well discover
oﬂin purpmhe tmthbi“ face, 5
r guess wha ngs ma e beyond
His Cordillera lace. .

For me the fing of Villa
Still undefeated waves,
For not more reason. I suppose,
Than that the fellow shaves,
T like his kind of candor,
For be they base or kind
His thoughts contrive no bramble bush
To hide .themselves behind.

I cannot trust Carransza—
His whiskers intervene;
They constitute, believe me,
A diplomatic screen.
One caonot well determine
His motive in his face,
Apd only God knows what's beyond
His Cordlllera lace,
—5t. Louls Post-Dispateh.

TIRED OF TYRUS.

I'd like to go away and hit
The Lay in some pice qulet spot
Peruse some sporting page, to "it,
Where Tyrus Cobb 18 not.
I lung to locale soine serene
sequestered nook beyond the reach
o1 and his swatting machine;
I'm tired of this peach.

To hide a both day and night
From Ch:;{ln and his cute mnstach

‘Would be a dream of pure delight;
But such a hope is msh, |

Ah, me! to wander down some street,

nAnd never, n;evé']: lle._e agaln i
e near bu aplins’ splaying L
Buch bliss, alas! is valn,

Nope! 19656 will find
e same old mossy pews, you bet,
There on_ the lrnnln: page outlined,
“Ty Cobb he lends them yet.”*
Apd ffty years from now I'll meet
An army of punk Chaplins, aye!
With -ﬂ.y hoofs gliding down the street
Just the same old way.
—XNew York Sua.

WILL ARMENIA BECOME A NATION?

Dispatches from Tiflis announce thg
flight of 60,000 Armenian refugees from
the vicinity of Van, flee-

Atrocious ing from Turks and
Kurds. The Turks, after
sh“'ghtu' the massacre of 10,000

Armenians in the vilayet of Bitlis,
drova 9,000 women and children to the
banks of the Tigris, where they were
shot and their bodies thrown into the
river. The American missionaries, It
18 added, attempted to protect the Ar-
menians and have appealad to Presi-
dent Wilson for protection, asking the
removal of the Armenians from Con-
Stantinople and Cillcla. A dispatch of
later date reports a Turkish army as
marching on Van to crush the Chris-
tians there. ¥

Tifiis, it should be sald, is the resi-]
dence of ¢ha Russian governor general
of the Caucasus, situated on the Kour,
and possesses a population of 105,000
Van, on Lake Van, has a population of
30,000.

Armenia was an independent nation
a long time ago, but today its terri-
tory in occidental Asig is partitioned be-
tween Turkey, Persla and Russia. The
name of “Little Armenia’’ was given to
the kingdom founded at the period of the
crusades (ninth to thirteenth centuries)
by Armenian immigrants in the regions
of the Taurus,

The Armenian does not demand much;
it is not certain that he holds any defi-
nite ideas about independence or in-
tegrality of his country. He asks only
for a little liberty and relative security
for his work and for his existence, and
that he may not be molested and mas-
sacred by the arbitrary and cruel ty-
rant, the Turk, and his predatory pro-
teges.

-
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Since 1846 the Armenians have had
their aaspirations and patriotism has

been sung by thelr

Armenian poets, such as Nar Bey,
= . Alichan, Kamar Kaliba
Aspmtmm. and Bechiktachlian;

schools have been founded in the Ar-
menian villages, as well as institutions
of superior instruction at Tiflis, Con-
stantinople and Paris, and the intel-
lectual of the wealthy class were for
the most part sent to France and Italy
to complete the instruction received in
their native schools. The Armenian,
needless to add, has shown himself
capable of cultivation of the highest
order.

Groups of youths Instructed in west-
ern methods returned to Constantinople
and elaborated the constitution of 1861.
Four great societies were created main-
ly for the purpose of giving to each
Armenian village one school at least,
and the necessary resources for the in-
struction of children of the poorer class.
In a relatively short time the people
showed great progress due to these
facts.

The Turco-Russian war came in 1878
In that war few persons know of the
role played by Armenian generals in
the service of the ¢zar. The Russlan
army established at Erzeroum evac-
uated the conquered territory on the
intervention of England, retaining, at
the suggestion of the latter, Kars,
Ardahan and Batoum.

The Armenians sent a delegation to
the congress of Berlin' and obtained
for Armenia the famous article 61. The
special promises made to Armenia have
not been executed, and England,
charged with enforcing the reforms
that Turkey would perform, was not
prepared to enforce them.

During many years Armenians have
given proof of the greatest patience in
hoping that Europe would finally keep
her engagements. They resigned them-
selves, notwithstanding vexations of all
kinds consequent -upon the intolerable
contact with Kurds, Circassians, Turks
and Mohadjies, red-handed M L
whom the “red sultan”™ sent among the
Armenian people to provoke and perse-
cute them. In 1887, the promises not
being realized, the secret committees
met to hasten matters, and it was thus
that subcommittees were created at
Athens, London and Geneva.

The Armenian people participated in
the movement inspired by the commit-
tees in consenting to sacrifices of money
and then of persons; in this way Ar-
menia hoped to provoke the much de-
sired intervention of Europe. England,
Armenia's political protector, was dis-
tant, and did not know or understand
the Armenian people, and under such
circumstances there was advantage
that Armenia should turn her eyes and
hopes toward another country.

*®
* &
For more than a century Armenia

was in constant contact with Russia.
Armenia knew how

In Contact the people of the
. Caucasus had fared
With Russia. under Russian rule,

and thus there was rapprochement.
The morning after the Russo-Turkish
war (1878), commerce and industry, be-
fore so miserable, took a great start;
theaters, art, palnting were developed;
the security of life was assured; the
means of communication were estab-
lished; the mnational languagle was
studlied seriously and became classical,
From Asiatics, the Armenians of Rus-
sia became Europeans. The ' Armenians
of Turkey compared their situation

that of their more favored com-
;vs{::']iots in the Caucasus. The intelli-
gent and humanitarian policies of
Prince Vorontzov-Dachkov completed
the rapprochement of the Russians and
nians.

A;.:lsetructed by bitter experience, the
Armenian people concluded that it could
count only on itself for its proper re-

eneration.
gApril 15, 1906, a soclety known as thg
“General Armenian Beneficial Unlon
was founded, with the cn~operatl_9n of
the “Universal Israelite Alliance.” The
objects of these mocleties were “to aid
the intellectual development c_nt the Ar-
menian population of Asia": to ald
their material and economical situation,
The headquarters of this society is in
Cairo, Egypt. where there is a numer-
ous and prosperous colony of Arme-
nians, composed alike of Christians and
Israelites.
The revolution of the Young Turk
party. In July, 1908, in overturning the
old Ottoman regime, placed in power
the ambitious and the discontented.
The Armenians, doubtless, acted in good
faith and had faith in the Young Turk.
The period of peace and good will was
accompanied by scenes in the ceme-
teries and streeta, where Christian, Jew
and Moslem Young Turk met and kiss-
ed one another, scenes that were des-
tined to receive & cruel contradiction.
The Young Turk soon developed evi-
dence of his bad faith, and it may prove
interesting to cite the following inci-
dents a8 tending to ({llustrate the
psychology of the pretended reformers
who Inaugurated the revolution at
Saloniki in 1908,

Two daye after the proclamation of
the conatftution of 1908 all Smyrna
was in joyous festival; the  quays
were brilliantly illuminated and In
all the » cafes and restaurants every-

thing was as merry as a marriage
bell. Toward 10 o'clock a long rom of
closed carriages filled with Turkish
ladies, carefully veiled, appeared upon
the scene, & most unusual sight at such
an hour. At the end of a hall how
and when expectation was agog. tha
train was suddenl¥ ordered to return
whence it came. t appears they ha:l
asked to be permitted to promenade |1
the streets among the Chrietian and
Jewish ladies, but this privilege wra
denied them. The followinz day or-
ders were given the police “to prevest
Turkish ladies from leaving their
homes at night or appear in pubila
on the quays, where the Christian pop
ulace might see them."”

In Smyrna an Austrian (mpresario
established a moving plcture show in
the Turkish quarter threa vearm ngo:
the local authorities permitted that
thera should he matinees Friday for
ladies only. The operator of the show
caunged two police agents to guard tha
entrance and the approaches in order
to avoid any possible contact with tha
curious. The films were duly inspected
by the censor; they represented for a
fact inoffensive subjects: subjects from
comedies, dramas and landscapes. Rut
the films were [luropean: the intariors
were quite different from Turkish
houses, the furniture belng arranged in
anather manner Priefly, the Turkish
women, inspired hy what they ha
seen at the show, arranged their furni-
ture in their salons and rooms in ac-
cordance. The Turk was nlarmed st
the Innovation and appealed to the la-
cal authorities, with the result that an
order waa immediately given to closa
the show. The Turkish women hencs-
forth were deprived of the privilege of
seeing the clnematograph. Only oncae
was an exception made in favor of tha
Smyvrnlote ladies, when, In December,
1914, they were permitted to assist at a
gala represantation In behalf of the
Red Cross, the proceeds of tha fete ha-
Ing destined to take care of the Turk-
{sh wounded.

L
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The foregoing incidents are ecited
merely to show the mentality of the
Turk, who would at any
The Turk's price avoid contact with
. customs, habits and ideas
Attitude. of the European, and te
do this effectually he commences by
proscribing Furopean things from Mus-
sulman homes.
Armenians were not left a long time
in doubt over the {lluxion of Young
Turk reforms: the massacre of Adana
(April, 1909) were orzanized unl per-
petrated by Young Turks, facts which

no longer permitted Armenians to
misinterpret the deceptions practiced
upon them. i

The war came in August, 1914, The

Armenians fn all the cities of Europe
were greatly exercizsed. Had the hovr
of their emancipation struck? Sol-
emn masses were said in all the Ar-
menian churches J(August 18 1914)
Armenians wvolunteered or subscrihed
money for the cause of the allies,
which thev adopted as their own Ar-
menians went from Amerlea, France,
Italyv, England and Russia. and men
and monev were sent to the Caucasus
to equin veolunteers,

Tn England and the enlonles the
Armeninans furnfehed wvolunteers and a
rubseription of $200.00M.  Armenians of
Egyvpt and Ethornla contributed men and
monev and the Balkan Armenians sent
men, but no monev, that war havine
exhausted their financial means. ¥From
Rumania, Bulgaria and elsewhere in
the Balkans many Armenian volunteers
enliated for military service in the
Cancasus=,

From the declaration of the Russo-Turk
war (November, 1914), there was an ex-
traordinary manifestation of patriotle
fervor among the Armenians of Russia.
At Tiflia, erroneously considered as tha
capital of Russian Armenia, there Wera
constant meetings and lectures on tha
subject of the war. in which all classes,
rich and poor. participated.

In the regions of Artvine, Olty and the
valley northwest of Tchormnkh, Armenians
gave proof of great courase and heroism,
contributing thus to the Rus=sian victory
at Sarvkamich. The Da'lv Talegranh re-
ported: “Tn a fortiflad position bhetween
Frzeroum and the Ru=slan frontier tha
Turks had placed maxked batteriea, with
the purpose of surprising the Russians
marching upon Erzeroum. The Armenian
cure, with a few faithful followers, went
secretly’ to meet the Russians and warn
themn of the trap. The Ruszlans took the
Turks bhetween two fires, and
them entirely.

The impulse glven at Tiflls found an
echo in the principal eitles of Ruasia. At

. Moscow, Odessa, Klew, Nlini-
Novpgorod, Astrakhan. men and mone
m freely given by the Armenian resf-

&= ¥
In Turkey the situation of the Armeni-
ans has been critical. The government at
) ! Constantinople ordered
Situation the enrollment of all men
critiml up to forty-five Years,
fled to Persia,

Those who could do so

Mesopotam'a., Caucasus

and Rumania, whencs they were enabled

to join the Russian ranks, or if they could

reach Marsellle they genlisted in the
armles of France.

Notwithstanding that general exodus
the Armenians who had been gathered
In and enrolled were maintained under
compulsion In the Ottoman ranks.
Nearly 20,000 Armenlan soldiers wWere

sent to combat their brothers in Ar-
menian Russia: others were dispatched
to the Egyptian frontier. The pas
triarch at Conetantinople was obliged
by the Turk to issue a pastoral letter
to all soldiers and to npriests. exhort-
ing them to perform scrupulously thelr
patriotic duties. The Armenians, fur-
thermore, placed at the dispnsal of the
Turkish authorities their already ex-
isting hospitals at Constantinonle. d
created others, temporary hospitals
under the directlon of the Soclety of
Armenign Physicians.

The Natlonal Armenian Hospltal. st
Constantinople. placed {ts establish-
ments at the d'sposal of the Red Crass-:
mome hospitals in the provinces fol-
lowed that example. Notwithstandine
these exterior marks of attachment to
the national cause. the Turk gnvern-
ment judzed the moment opportune tn
interdict the Armenian language: the
patriarchate was reducel to a simnle
bishopric. In other words, the Turkish
zovernment, it was clear. would dn
everything to rend the scissi rad
cal and {rrevacable between it and Its
Christian subjects.

If the Armenians have no longer an
indenendent state, they have, on the
contrary, a moral and intellectnal mnat-
rimony to which thev are more than
ever attached: thev have their tradi-
tions which are dear to them.
Armeniang porsess no territorial ele-
ments am the neces=ary fartors [n the
ennatitntion of & nation. Yet they hava
100.000 men as regular soldiers in the
Russian army, and vet anothar 100,000
or more who are heing equipped for
service as volunteers.

After fifty vears of martyrdom unique
in the annals of historvy—men, women
and children. Christians. massacred
hecause Christians—Armenia rises with
her 250000 or more combatants still
unenrolled ready to fight for freedom

and liberation.
CH. CHATLLE-LONG.

From ths Olnciopat! Times-Star.

The state of Georgia is very effec-
tively demoting itself in the list of
Uncle Sam’'s commonwealths.

From the Knoxville Journal and Tribune.

It is not a gquestion of the guilt of
Leo Frank. Everybody knows the mob
was gullty, guilty of murder, and every
one in the mob should be punished for
murder.

From the Memphis Commercial-Appeal.
Lynching a_ man who had been de-
clared guilty by the law and was beilng
punished by the state is bad enough,
but if the mob carries out its threat
against ex-Gov. Blaton, who merely
commuted the man’s sentence, then will
Georgia have to stand up in the court
of common decency and humanity and
take her conviction for savagery from
an outraged public opinion.

From the Detroit Journsl,

The lynching of Frank was a success-
ful uprising against. the constituted
authorities; in other words, a revolu-

tion.

THE SHAME OF GEORGIA.

From the Harrisburg Telegraph.

The worst part about it-Is that Geor-
gla isn’'t even ashamed of herself.
From the Columbus Evening Dispatch.

Georgia will not for a generation re-
cover from the Frank case, Many ani-
mosities have been engendered among
former friends, and there is the shame
of it over the whole state.

From the Pittsburgh Dispatch.

Prison guards at Milledgeville are &
disgusting bunch of mollycoddies. Not
one of them had the nerve to put up
even a decent bluff. Laid down like a
pack of houn’ curs.

From the Pittsburgh Gazette-Times,

Friends of Atlanta ‘don't belleve she
deserves the kind of a mayor she's evi-
dently got.

From the Chattancoga Times.

Now that the preachments of Tom
Wateon and “Little Joe” Brown have
culminated fn thelr natural result,

those two precious exponents of pav-
agery and lawlessness may feel con-




