
PLANNING 10 GREET
MAI. GEN. HARRIES

National Guard of the District
to Welcome Former Commander

Today.

FEATURES THE PROGRAM
OF FIRST SUNDAY IN CAMP

Rain Yesterday Cause of Great Discomfort
to Members of Battalions
Under Inspection.

CAMP ORDWAY. N. G. D. C.. Colonial
Beach. Va. August 21..Hundreds "met
death" in the camp of the National Guard
of the District of Columbia here tonight
and the grounds are gory fr> ill the "battle".asort of advance guard piece of
work in the battle of popularity being
fought with all the vim that the company
cook can put into them tonight. The battleswill be continued until the steamer

leaves tomorrow night with the big crowds
which have come to see what the District
militiamen do in camp.
A whole brigade of chickens was killed

for the big feed tomorrow.
Every soldier is putting himself in

order in a whole hearted desire to win
the approbation of the throngs usual 011
a Sunday in camp with the militia. It
will be a popularity contest, as it were,
and every mess tent tomorrow will have
its quota of visitors, largely composed of
mothers, wives, sweethearts and sisters.
Of course, the male visitors will be in
camp, but it is to the female of the
species that the "doughboys" are turning
their attention.
About everything has been cleaned out

of camp tonight, except the big eats and
the mud puddles made by the heavy rains
of yesterday. By dress parade in the
evening the skies had cleared up, giving
promise of a fair day tomorrow for the
entertainment of the visitors. But there
was left with the soldier boys the dampnessin their clothing annexed during the
march and inspection, when the rain
poured in torrents.

Two Battalions Inspected.
Two battalions, the 1st and 3d.

pass d through their annual field inspection« hile the rain poured oft the
broad-brimmed campaign hats in the
form of little waterfalls. The 2d Battalionwent through the advance guard
drill on the large drill field about a
mile from the cainp ground.
Anxious to put up a fine showing for

the brigade parade and review tomorrowevening in honor of MaJ. Gen.
George H. Harries, D. C. Militia, retired.the soldiers composing the new
3d Regiment went through the parade
and review in a fine spirit.

It was the first parade and review
of the entire 3d Regiment in the short
history of its existence. All the additionalcommand gained by the reorganization,including headquarters,
supplies and machine gun companies,
were in the parade.
For the first time during the week of

the encampment, which closed when
recall was sounded tonight announcingthe end of the day's work, CampOrdway proved unpopular. When the
command had been marched off the
camp ground and the strains of the
ever popular iness call were sounded
there was a rush for the mess tent
and food was bolted, followed by a
dive for the living tents to get a
chance to be brushed up for the receptionof the visitors who came on
the evening boat.
Before the sun had dropped out or 1

sight behind the little clump of woods
Which forms the western heifnSor,- "C

the camp, practically every soldier, exceptthe company on guard and the
boys who have been unlucky enoughto get into the guardhouse, had deseited.There will be no more work to do
until Monday morning, except, of
course, the customary cleaning up ofthe tents in the morning and a little
policing of the camp to gather up all
of the scraps of paper and other rubbishwhich might give the impressionthat the District soldiers are untidyhousekeepers in the field.

Bound of Pleasure Today.
It will be one grand round of entertainmentby the soldiers tomorrow,

closing only when the sad strains of
taps drift across the parade ground at
10:30 tomorrow night, of course, the
soldier boys, having been victorious in
every theoretical battle which theyhave fought since they have been here,will have something to be thankfulfor. They will be given a chance tomorrowmorning to attend dtvinceservices. Church call will be soundedon the bugle and Chaplain George F.Dudley will conduct services in theclearing in front of brigade headquarters.In his sermon he will tell thesoldier boys of the necessity of fightingfor Christianity as well as for the Hag.pointing out that they both go together.
Colonial Beach's dentist and healthofficer. Dr. Groshon, made his long announcedvisit to the camp this eveningHe was met by Gen. Harvey and

jiiij. narry roopc, adjutant general, andwas extended all the courtesies of the
camp. He learned quite a few lessonson sanitation: he admitted it. After hehad gone all over the camp and hadseen sotne real sanitary work, he pronouncedhimself very strong: for thesanitation as practiced by the Districtsoldiers. Dr. Ornshon expressed himselfto Maj. Coope as being dunifoundedat the excellent manner inwhich the soldiers kept their camp. He
expressed regret that the townspeopleof Colonial Beach did not see fit to backhim up in a campaign which would putColonial Beach on the sanitary mapon a par with the camp of the NationalGuard.

Officers Attend Lecture.
While the soldier boys, from the noncomsdown, were out frolicking along

the beach front, participating In the
jollity as provided by Kallipolis Grotto,
which landed here with a band, shortly
before 8 o'clock, the officers were held in
the srhoolhouse to listen to a lecture by
Maj. Edward Sigafoos. U. S. A., attached
to the Army War College at Washington.But the officers were obtaining

: some valuable information, which will
be useful to them in protecting the
country, their camp and their lives next
week when the big battles begin. The
subject of Maj. Sigafoos' lecture was on
map making and map reading He told
the officers all the tricks of this branchof the military profession as practicedby the officers of the regular service.
No extension of leave was allowed the

men last night, it having been deemeddesirable to get them into
at the regular hour. The men are in
the town on their honor to conductthemselves as they have been doingthe past week. No provost guard was
provided to round them up.

Signal Corps on Its Mettle.
Trained in the art of preparedness as

they are, the Signal Corps Company is
not going to take any chance on the
failure of the smoke bomb which it is
proposed to set off tomorrow to announcethe arrival of Gen. Harries at
the dock. The reel cart will be sent
out from the camp early in the morningand a real wartime telegraph line
will be established from the dock to
the camp ground. An operator will be
at each end of the wire, so that in the
event the bomb fails to go oil 3en.
Harries' arrival will be announced over
the telegraph line.
Everything Is in readiness for the inspectionof the 2d Battalion of the 3d

Infantry Monday morning and the Held
lay events In the afternoon. Capt.
Smart of the Army Medical Corps is
scheduled to deliver a lecture on army
sanitation Monday night. Maj. Charles
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Summerall, I". S. A., attacheil to the
militia by the War Department, will
lecture Tuesday night. His subject will
be modern field artillery.

To Honor Maj. Gen. Harries.
With the ceremony due his rank,

Maj. Gen. George H. Harries.the first
and only major general the District of
Columbia militia has ever had. will be
received in camp early tomorrow

morning. Brig. Gen. Harvey, commandingthe District of Columbia militia.who is Gen. Harries' successor,
yesterday completed the arrangements
for the reception. According to present
plans, announced here, Gen. Harries
will remain in camp until Monday
morning.
Gen. Harries will be accompanied by

Lieut. Col. C, Fred Cook, retired, until
recently adjutant general, N. G. P. C. It
is understood that they will arrive at
Rock Point, Md., <>n the Wicomico river,
nearly opposite Colonial Beach, about
6 o'clock Sunday morning, making the
run from Washington in an eight-cylinderCadillac automobile placed at their
disposal especially for that purpose.
At that hour the Naval Battalian auxiliarysteam launch, which has heen

anchored in Monroe bay just back of
-* ' . -a ~ ...111 ot t l-i o lnnH-
trie camp gruunua. wm «- .

ing at Rock Point. The launch will
leave here about 4 o'clock in command
of Lieut. P. V. Thompson.
From Rock Point to the "freight

wharf landing" at this place is about
an hour's run in the launch.
Escorts have been provided for the

visiting officers. AVhen the launch is
docked at the freight wharf the SignalCorps will fire a bomb. At the
camp a scout will be watching for this
signal and the troops will be ready.
Thirteen rounds of ammunition, a

major general's salute, will be fired
with the little one-pounder naval gun
which stands in front of brigade headquarters.firedfor the first time for a

major general of the District of Columbiamilitia.

Mounted Escort Provided.
In the absence of cavalry in the .DistrictNational Guard, a mounted escorthas been provided by Capt. Terry,

commanding the Signal Corps Company.In addition to this escort there
will be at the dock to receive Maj.
Gen. Harries and escort him to camp
Maj. Joseph C. Castner. 1'. S. A., adjutantgeneral, D. C. Militia; Maj. AlfredP. Rohblns, chief ul the t^uartermasterCorps, and Maj. Harry Coope,
adjutant general. N. G. 1>. C. Gen.
Harries' private horse, which has attendedmany encampments, will be at
the dock for the use of the general
when he steps out of the launch.
The escort will proceed along the

beach front and westward along the
road which leads to the northern entranceto the cainp. tVhen he enters
the camp limits a detail under OrdnanceSergt. Joseph Cornish will begin
tiring the salute, timed so that the last
gun will be fired just as Gen. Harries
and the escort reach Gen. Harvey's tent.
After breakfast at the brigade headquartersmess. Gen. Harries probably

will make an Inspection of the camp.
All the honors due his rank will be
paid him. He will be the guest of
Gen. Harvey in the latter's tent, a sectionhaving been fitted out for the
exclusive use of the visitor.

In the evening there will be a paradeand review in honor of Gen.
Harries. The troops will be paraded
in line of masses. In the evening a

reception will be tendered Gen. Harries,the officers of the entire brigade
being invited to greet the former commandinggeneral of the District of ColumbiaMilitia.

Machine Gun Company Conspicuous.
One of the commands which are attractinga great deal of attention at

this encampment is the newly organizedmachine gun company. Within a

few days, as soon as the new men get
accustomed to their places and know
the drills of such a command and the
methods of handling the rifle under
field service conditions, they will go to
a point on the river, set up targets and
have target practice with real bullets.
At the rate of a thousand or so a

minute shots will he pumped at the
targets to give the District militiamen
a chance to steady their aim.
Coming as a part of the reorganizationscheme, the new company receivedits equipment just after it arrivedin camp It is commanded hv

Capt. Herbert C. Earnshaw, regimental
commissary officer. I.ieut. Homer M.
Groninger, nth Cavalry, stationed at
Fort M.ver, Va., is here to teach the
men how to operate the guns.
Shortly after the guns arrived came

a number of balky mules, untrained to

the ways of war, not to mention the
peculiar and queer equipment which is
loaded on their backs. The first few
days were spent in training ihese mules,
and then a little attention could be
paid to the men.
Excellent progress was made In the

drills, and yesterday the command was

marched to the open space in the front
of the brigade headquarters' tents,
where the men were given instructions
under uttual tiring conditions, feeding
the long strings of cartridges into the
rifles, tiring and reloading.
The little mules which are a necessarypart of such a command are loaded

with a few hundred pounds of deadlylookingwar material and marched out
onto the roads and fields, where the
men unpack, get into action and kill
a few of the imaginary enemy which
has been prowling around these parts
for the past several days.

Visitors in Camp.
Thousands of visitors besieged the

camp shortly after the. boat arrived
last night, and remained until the
bugler sent the call of tattoo across

the camp grounds, when the sentries
quietly and unceremoniously put them
0UI. iumuiiu« .1 la CApectedto make an inspection of the
grounds.
in camp. Sunday is a day of rest.

There will be no drill, aside from the
grand parade and review in honor oi
Maj. Gen. Harries. The soldiers will
have plenty of time to entertain their
visitors, and many of the latter are

expected to stay for the midday mess.
At least that's what the boys expect,
for they have admonished the cooks
to put up a good meal. Feathers flew
thick and fast over the camp last
night, and by 10 today the savory odors
of fried chicken will pass over the
camp grounds to drive out the smell
of burnt powder.
The only duty which the men

will be called upon to perform will be
guard. Only one company will participatein this. The time of the guard
mount has been changed from 7 o'clock
at night until 11 o'clock in the morning.So the two companies, the retiring
guard company and the on-coming
guard company, will split the time foi
entertaining. Of course, the companj
which takes up the guard at 11 o'clock
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will not be able to entertain friends
at dinner.

Admonished to Guard Their Buttons.
if v.r. Kniriipr hovs don't look out the

open day tomorrow might take the
form of a raid, for along with the disappearingerowd when the' bugler
sounds tattoo tomorrow night may disappearnumerous trinkets from the
soldiers' tents, for every one knows
that the girls are fond of camp souvenirs.There will be buttons, collar
devices and the like, all. serviceable in
making various ornaments for milady's
wear, from a hat pin to a belt buckle.
And what sentry would be mean

enough to hold up a fair visitor, who
has accepted the hospitality of the
camp, to learn if some soldier's buttons
or collar devices have d sappeared?
During next week Gen. Harvey expectsa delegation from the WashingtonBoard of Trade to visit the camp,

j The general is trying to give the businessmen a chance to see what the
employes of Washington are doing
while in the field, living under regularwar-time service conditions. He is
In receipt of a letter from the Board
of Trade announcing that Odell
Smith, chairman of the committee on

public order of that organization, will
be here next week tb make an "inspection."W. J. W.

Battery A, Field Artillery,
Busy With Recruiting Work

Despite the fact that Battery A, Field
Artillery, N. G. D. C., has Just returned
from its annual encampment at Tobyhanna.Pa., and that this is usually the
most inactive season of the year, recruitingis steadily going on, and
efforts are being made to bring the
battery up to full war strength. As
soon as the enlisted personnel reaches
172 the new Battery B will be organized.The War Department will not

recognize less than eighty-six as a

lottery; therefore, in order not to lose
the benefit of equipment and Instructionwhile the new battery is being
brought up to this strength it has been
decided to keep the men in one battery
until full war strength is reached. The
field guns of the local battery were

loaned to the Bethlehem steel works
early in the summer and have not yet
been returned. The Bethlehem works
organized a battery but could not get
guns for this summer, therefore, the
local artillery loaned theirs for instructionduring the annual encampmentat Tobyhanna, Pa. While waitingfor their guns the local outfit is
going ahead with foot drills, and every
Thursday night the broad streets in
the vicinity of Union station are the
scenes of much activity and they attracta good deal of attention from
passersby who stop to watch the drills.

Corp. E. H. Hoffman, Corp. M. W.
Smith and Corp. U. K. Mohler have reenlistedfor the third time in the battery:Private E. G. Mohler and J. T.
Dinger for the second term, while H.
I,. Smith enlisted for the first time
Thursday night.

All the officers of the battery left
Washington Friday x morning on the
St. Johns for a visit to the remainder
of the National Guard In camp at ColonialBeach. They will return to
Washington tomorrow. The party consistedof Capt. D. C. Vogt, First I.ieuts.
G. G. Wilson and George Bonnett and
Second Uieuts. Harry Shilling and El- «* 1 1 r«,. * Tfi rp C? * 1
WOOQ MOifiit-iiu. a. oicjmenison of the Medical Corps, who is atItached to the battery, acoompanied
the party.
First Sergt. Homer M. Mohr is on a

furlough of three weeks, and is visit;ing his old home in Warren, Pa.

Chief Mechanic Willis S. Bryant is
busy at present going over the harness
of the local outfit. The War Departmenthas provided an assistant for him,
and Corp. Milton T. Noyes has been
designated for the position.

Kallipolis Grotto and Friends
Given Key to Colonial Beach

Special From a StafT Correspondent.
COLONIAL BEACH, Va. August 21.

Kallipolis Grotto and its friends own
Colonial Beach tonight. Why shouldn't
they, when Mayor W. K. Blllingsley

I formally presented Monarch LIbbey
with the key of the city? The key
was about four feet long, and everybodywondered what kind of a lock it
was made to fit. But as it was the same

key that has been used at every annualvisit of Kallipolis Grotto for
years, presumably it was all right.
More than 500 members of the grotto,

accompanied by a sufficient number of
1 friends to make a total of more than

1,400 persons, landed with a bang at
the beaoh this evening. They brought

- a band, "Billy Kallip," the official goat,
and "Jocko," the monkey, and pro
ceeded at once to take possession of

r the place. The crowd was so great
i that amusement* on the boat were imi
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, VIEW OK THE CAMP.
EPH C. CASTXEB, 17. S. ARMY (MOUN1

possible, so the visitors started to
make up for lost time.

Initiation Ceremonies Held.
Ceremonies of initiation were held tonightin Masonic Temple, at which a

number of candidates were enlightened
as to the mysteries of the grotto. Tomorrowmorning religious services are

to be conducted by Rev. Hugh T,
Stevenson, and in the afternoon a long
program of athletic and aquatic events
is to he run off.
Tonight the grotto members and

their friends, with about all the enlistedmen and non-commissioned officersof the National Guard of the Districtof Columbia, in camp near here,
who could be spared from duty, are in
possession of the boardwalk, and
things are a little more lively along
that promenade than they have been at

I any other time this season. Prospects
are that a majority of the big crowd
will see the sun rise across the wide
stretch of water in the morning.
there's too much fun on fdot to make
beds very attractive to most of the
Jollifers. " \y, J,W.

ITALVMlfS
WARONTURKEY

(Continued from First Page.)

tirely in the hands of Austro-Hungary.
In some few places the Italian army
has refrained from invading Austrian
territory, as it could have done, in orderto take better advantage of local
conditions, but nowhere has the enemy
dared to invade Italian territory.
"As a result, all the fortifications of

the Austrian first line of defense are

now under heavy fire from Italian
siege guns, and a considerable extensionof land has been wrenched from
the enemy and definitely occupied by
the Italian army.
"Austro-Hungary had to evacuate in

eastern Kriuli positions specially suited
for a stubborn defense ana retreatea

to the even more strongly fortified line
of the Isonzo, with the object of placingbetween our own and the enemy's
armies a river well known for its unfordablecourse and frequent inundations,on »the mountainous banks of
which she had erected a whole system
of modern fortifications justly describedby the Archduke Kugene in his
proclamation to the Austro-Hungarian
troops as 'formidable.'

Italians Pass Isonzo.
"The Italian troops have, however.
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passed the Isonzo and captured Importantpositions, such as Caporetto
and Piava and all the lower course of
the river from Gradisea to the sea. It
was their well known dash that enabledthe Italian troops to accomplish
the feat of crossing the river under the
heavy fire from the enemy's artillery.
Tiine after time the bridges thrown
across the river gave way under the
shelling and the pressure of the swol1len waters, but they were instantly rebuiltby the brave Italian soldiers.
"On the upper Isonzo the greater part

of the Montenero was captured and occupied.Tolmino has been closely attackedand its fortifications are battereddaily by the Italian artillery.
Further south, between Tolmino and
Gorizia, our troops succeeded in establishinga strong bridgehead at
Plava, where, having advanced with
daring that surprised their very enemy,
they are now able to cover our bridges
from the left, bank of the Isonzo and
repel the daily counter attacks launchedagainst them.
"In front of Gorizia, the strong net1work of fortifications the enemy still

holds on the right of the river is being
approached at some points to within a

few paces and the Austrian press has
admitted that our rifle fire reaches the
houses in the town. But the Italian advancewas even more successful on the
Carso plateau, which constitutes the
main stronghold in the Gorizia defense.
There.in few weeks our troops have
forced their way on to the outer edjje
of the heights running from Gradisea
to Montfalcone and then pierced the
enemy's strong line of defense on the
plateau Itself from the Sella dl San
Martina to Monte Sei Bus! and the
heights and forts of Montefalcone.
Therefrom they are carrying on with
slow but steady progress their attack
on the next line of Austrian defense.

Losses of Both.

"These results, which Austro-Hungaryherself has been' unable to deny
in her official war reports, nave naturallynot been attained without sacrifice.Our losses, however, do not
amount even to one-sixth of the 200,000
casualties attributed to us by our enemies.We have taken 18,000 prisoners,
although we fiad to make frontal attacks.while the enemy has taken only
a few hundred, so few that he does not
mention them in his official reports.
Austrian losses have been ascertained
to be extraordinarily heavy, and all
Austro-Hungarian officers taken prisonersby us have admitted it.
"The Italian offensive continues and

, the enemy is unable to check It, notwithstandingthe flow of reinforcementsbrought up against us. Violent
counter attacks attempted at times in
strong numbers have everywhere been
repulsed. Our offensive is steadily developing,although it has to face and
overcome defenses which are of the
strongest ever produced."
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TWELVE DOWNED ^
IN ST. LOUIS FLOOD,o

Ith
It*1Eleven Bodies Recovered inU>
Uc

City.Another Death in df

Suburbs Reported. "£
c<

WATER SUPPLY SHORTAGE %
IS FELT IN GALVESTON

°'

Eural Texas Localities Will Need a!

W

Assistance, Gov. Ferguson Declares.DeathLfrt Grows. 0(
f<

ST. LOUIS. Mo., August 21..Eleven T
bodies of victims of the flood that jr,
swept a narrow section of St. Louis jn
and suburbs Friday were recovered to- T
day and the death roll as a result of

w
the gulf storm that struck this section h(
was increased by one. t
Another man perished when a boat in sj.

which he was rowing with three oth- pi
ers in East St. Louts capsized. g<
Of the eleven dead In St. Louis and cl

suburbs, ten were negroes and one was ^
a white woman. t0
The River Des Peres, the rise in te

which was responsible for most of the Tj
destruction of property and all the destructionof life on the Missouri side ^
of the Mississippi, fell rapidly today,
and normal street car service to sub- lii
urban towns was almost restored. nt
The Missouri Pacific railroad resumed

suburban passenger service this after- th
noon. bB

Bailroads Handicapped.
The St. Louis and San Francisco rail- <

road, however, was handicapped by a mi
rise in the Meramec river, and several th
bridges over the Gasconade river were te
threatened by a rise. Main line service ha
probably will be interrupted for severa, an

days.
Several large factories along the Riv- ce

er Pes Peres were damaged badly by co
the flood, and most of these establish- be
ments will be closed for days. ,

In UaBt St. Louis, 111., danger of a

great flood was threatened when the
Wabash embankment, sixteen miles otl

northeast of there, threatened to give ?e:
way.

1,1

Five square miles of East St. Louis j1"
already are under water. °e

By the breaking of the levee that cil

held back Wood river, a small tributaryof the Mississippi on the Illinois ha

side, near Alton, big sections of the ot

Big Four, Burlingtoji and Chicago and
Alton tracks were torn out. The I'rai- ta

rie State express, which left Chicago
on the Alton road for St. Louis Friday '

morning, could not get past Alton last ca

night, and the passengers were brough1 an

to St. Louis by boat today. °"
ric

256 Known Texas Dead,
With $50,000,000 Losses, J

Is Sum Total of Big Storm
GALVESTON. Tex.. August 21..A

total of 256 known dead among residentsof southeast Texas coast points
* ®

and crews of wrecked craft of all j,e;
kinds; sixty-five persons missing, many yo
of whom are believed to have perished, ce.'
and damage to crops, buildings, rail- wl

roads, shipping, live stock and other -ri

property aggregating close to $50,000,-
' '

000 was the toll taken by the hurricanewhich swept this section last
Monday and Tuesday. These figures
were reached from a careful compila- "

tlon made tonight of what are con- to
sidered the most authentic reports of cic
the loss of life and property received .

since the cessation of the storm.
Of the known dead 194 were residents ou

of the gulf coast section and sixty-two by
were drowned when the vessels they all
were aboard sank. Forty-three of the ,
missing were members of boat crews. ^
Those who perished on Galveston an,

Island, including eight in the city prop- Th
er, numbered fifty-three and ten were
still reported missing from the island.
Galveston's share of the property loss x

was placed at approximately $6,000,000. x

Reports received here Indicate condi- J
tions again are approaching normal pe
throughout the gulf coast. Mo

1 Divers today reported they had found
the leak In the submerged main which Q a

brings the city .water supply from the thf
pumping station at Alta Loma. Mayor am
Fisher tonight said the engineers re- Be
ported that a new section of pipe could I am
be substituted within forty-eight hours, tal

Officials of the Gulf, Colorado and Santa bu<

:h.

>

, *; *

jpf- ;frp
>?'

; railroad stated that 1,700 feet of the
,000,000 causeway had been washed
cay on the Galveston side, and 3,730
el destroyed near the mainland. Several
indred men were at work on the inainndtoday making preparations to begin
hiding a single track trestle across the
ty from Virginia 1'oint to this city.
Bailroads to Bring in Water.

Galveston will receive no fresh water
om its big pumping plant at Alta
oma for several days at least, owing
> a break in the submerged main
hich runs near the causeway between
:re and Virginia 1'oint, according to
ouncement by Alayor i.ewis Fisher.
Two of the principal railroads entergGalveston today were authprized to
xistruct a new pipe line along the
luseway across the bay to connect the
oken supply main of the water sysmat the mainland and the Galveston
ids. The railroad engineers expected
have an adequate supply of fresh

ater for domestic use has been furTlieproblem of a water supply for
ic city and the flushing of the sani,rysewers are regarded as the most
irious problem faced at this time by
le city "authorities. Since Tuesday
as for domestic use has been furshedresidences, restaurants and holschiefly from the standplpe which
as filled when the storm struck the
ty.
Ufliclals of the electric light and trolycar companies stated today that
le resumption of those services de;ndsupon the restoration of the city's
sual water supply.

ess Than 300 Lives Lost;
Damage Estimates Too Big,

Governor Wires President
Gov. Ferguson of Texas yesterday tele-aphedPresident Wilson that the loss

life from the tropical storm along
le lexas coast win not exceed 3UU ana
iat estimates of the damage have been
-eatly exaggerated. He said the oititionwas under control.
Iteplying to a message from Presi;ntWilson offering sympathy and asstance.Gov. Ferguson telegraphed as
Hows:
"Have just returned from the Texas
:>ast and find your generous message
the tilth awaiting me. Investigation
scloses that the damage has been
reatly exaggerated and the loss of life
a the Texas coast will not exceed 300.

Situation Well in Hand.
"The situation is well in hand, but
s yet it is not fully determined just
hat assistance is necessary. I desire
> thank you sincerely for your
toughtfulness and am sure the people
Texas greatly appreciate the manl:stationof your interest in them."

Army surgeons reported yesterday that
exas City and vicinity was free from
fectious diseases, and Maj. Gen. Bell
reply to inquiry telegraphed from

exas City that no tentage or blankets
ere needed at present. He said he
jped to be in Galveston yesterday, and
i be able to make recommendations
lortly to the War Department. A hostalhas been opened by army sur;onsin the Southern Hotel in Texas
ity, and a dressing station located at
convenient point. Many minor, but
w serious, injuries have been brought
the attention of the surgeons. Sixensick have been transferred from
xas City to Fort Sam Houston.
rhe surgeons state that there is no

ty water supply in Texas City and
e population Is dependent on water
luled from artesian wells in sprinktgwagons. Neither the electric light
>r telephone service is working,
rhe surgeons reported that most of
e medical supplies saved had been
idly damaged by water.

Army Property Destroyed.
Sol. Harry L. Rogers of the quarteraster'sdepartment stated in a report
at practically all of the quartermasr'sproperty in camp at Texas City
d been lost or ruined except the field
id pack transportation.
The troops lost all their clothing exptthat worn. The field bakery was

mpletely destroyed and bread is now

ing baked in a rented civilian bakery
hicli provides S.000 pounds daily for
e troops and destitute civilians. The
leer stated he had rented restaurants
mporarily and had put soldier cooks
Charge to furnish meals for troops
d civilians. Other buildings have
en rented for the troops until tentage
n be obtained.
Heavy rains every day at Intervals
ve continued to prevent resumption
normal camp conditions.

Special trains. Col. Rogers said, were
king members of homeless families
officers and enlisted men to Houston,
de reported that the 5th Brigade
mp at Oalveston had been destroyed
d that the troops of the brigade were
the transports Buford and Kilpat-

:k.

Aid May Be Necessary.
n response to a proffer of asistance
ide by Krnest Bicknell, director of the
d Cross, Gov. Ferguson has made the
lowing reply by telegraph: i

It may be that some assistance will
necessary outside of the cities of Gal- ,
ston and Houston, but at present do
t think it proper to issue a public ap- 1

ul. If I think it necessary will advise <

u later. The loss of life will not ex- i

.j 300, and I do not think damage 1
II exceed $5,000,000." l

l

EXAS RURAL PLACES |j
IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE ]

.UST1N, Tex., August 21..An appeal t'
the people of Texas for food, 1

rthing or money, to assist sufferers 1

>m the storm and floods of last week t
tside of Galveston was issued today i

Gov. Ferguson. He requests that t

contributions be sent to the execveoffices at Austin for distribution,
'he larger cities.Galveston, Houston
d Beaumont.disclaim need of aid.
e appeal is for the benefit of the J
aller towns and communities.

'ear Increases Morowijas Is Lost.
JEW ORLEANS, La., August 21.. J
ars that the United Fruit liner i
rowijas was lost in the West In- i
,n hurricane increased today when i

s Sjoa of the same line reached port 1

J reported no news. The Sjoa left r
Use a few hours after the Morowijas a

1 followed the same course usually
ten by northbound fruit steamers, t
L saw nothing of the mining ship, i

GERMANS CLOSE IN
ON BREST-UTOVSK;
WOULD CUT OFF FOE

Russians Evacuate Their Positionon Gesia River in Vicinof
Kovno.

BREAK BEFORE ATTACK
OF PRINCE LEOPOLD

Gen. von Gallwitz Takes Bielsk and
Drives Czar's Forces

to South.

SLAVS RETREAT ORDERLY

Large Captures by Teutons Made in
Fortresses Alone.Evacuation

of Riga Close at

Hand.

LONDON", August 21..Field
Marshal von Mackcnsen's troops
have made further progress in
closing in on the Brest Litovsk
stronghold.

I'etrograd observers point to
the Teutonic concentration <>n

Brest Litovsk as indicating that
fortress to be the goal of all
Austro-German efforts in the centralfield of war and to the apparentattempts of the Germans
to cut off the Russian arnves

whose base is Brest Litovsk from
those whose operations are based
on Ossowetz, the Russian strongholdin the west, which is still
holding out.
Near Kovno the Russian forces

have evacuated their position to

the south on the Jesia river and
retreated toward the east.
A late report from German

army headquarters recorded the
canture of Bielsk. on the Brest

r

Litovsk-Bialvstok line, by Gen.
von Gallwitz's troops and the
driving of the Russians south of
Bielsk over the Biala river.
The Russians made a stand beforethe advance of the army of

Prince Leopold of Bavaria, but
broke under the German attack
and continued their retreat, Berlinannounces.
The Russians generally still

are making an orderly retreat,
doing all the damage they can

and, except for the guns and men

taken in fortresses, the AustroGermansdo not claim any large
captures.

Minimize Fall of Fortresses.
PETROGRAD, August 21..Russian

military observers in their comment
on the recent operations in the east
minimize the Importance of the fall
of the fortresses of Kovno and Novo
Georglevsk, which for days had been
anticipated, and point with satlsfcc
tion to the heroic defense of ftfortressesby the Russian garr s

The military writers declare thai
Litovsk is the goal of all Geri
forts in the central theater
where in the near future th" "

will be forced to contend agn!
approaching armies for the ]
of this most important base.

Nearly Entire Garrison Kill

Referring to the evacuation of
it is said that almost t)ie entire .

rison gave up their lives before surrenderingthe position.
Today's official statement of the Russianwar office indicates that the Austro-Gcrmansare pressing toward

Brest-Litovsk from the northwest and
south, with the evident intention to executeif possible a flank movement to

the southeastward, v. here they have
already crossed the important north
and south railway and pushed their

forces well toward Pisha. twelve miles
east of VIodava. The Russian defense
in this region is aided by swamps,
which extend far to the east'of the
River Bug.

See Plan to Cut Off Russians.
Russian military men see in the determinedGerman efforts to push across

the railway north of Brest-Litovsk a

plan to cut off the Russian armies
based on tnat iortress irum inu>o

operating at Ossowetz, and thus enable
the Germans to approach Ossowetz
from the south. According to today's
communication the Bialystok-Brest
railway is still in Russian hands, althoughvicious battles are in progress
in various sections.

How German Lines Hun.
The German lines now run approximatelyas follows:
"Beginning at the Gulf of Riga immediatelyto the east of Riga they

>xtend along the river Aa to I'oneviexh,
thence to a point east of Yilkomir and
louthwest to Janov, through Ossowetz,
lending westward to Strekovah-Gura.
lea rthe intersection of the Bobr and
S'arew: eastward and southward along
the line of the upper Na^ew to Straoliaat the crossing of the Bialystokdrest-Litovskrailway, directly south

i.tnnlfM twelve miles north of
Brest-Litovsk. swinging wtstward M
iround that fortress, touching the river H
Bug near Vlodava and extendingH
oward Plsha. H
The presence of a German fleet in

he Gulf of Riga, where it is co-operat- H
ng with the land forces, brings the
ivacuation of Riga close at hand.

BANKER KILLS HIMSELF. I
ohn Wocher of Indianapolis, inH

Poor Health, a Suicide. I
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. August 21,.H

'ohn Wocher. fifty-nine years old, vice

iresident of the Aetna Trust and SavngsCompany, shot and killed himself
n the basement of a downtown office
juildlng here today. He had been in

ioor health for three years, and the
uicide is attributed to this.
Mr. Wocher had been prominent In
he commercial life of Indianapolis for ^B
any years. t^B


