
stand pat now for a final showdown
on the question of the rightfulness of
Germany to pursue the submarine policyshe has persistently followed. The
"United States has taken its stand after
careful thought, and one nation or the
"other must recede. This country will
not do so.

Break Might Be Averted.
Should Germany come forward with

an official statement that a submarine
did not sink the Arabic, buttressing
this statement with facts, or indicate
that the vessel was sunk by mistake
and the act was regretted, the final
break might be averted at this time.
The President is said to feel that the

"unsatisfactory situation between the
two governments has existed long
enough, that each ought by this time
fully to understand the other, and that
nothing will be gained by delays or temporizing.

Germany Wants Friendship.
Unofficial word was conveyed to the

President today that close friends of
Count von Bernstorff believed his telegram.giving his instructions from
Berlin, received here yesterday, foreshadowedaction by the Berlin governmentwhich will satisfy the United
States. The President was informed
through friends of the ambassador
that Germany desired to maintain
friendly relations with the United
Elates and tnat the next message from
Berlin would be of a favoraM character.
Officials of the administration here

did not accept Count von Bernstorff's
message as a disavowal, but they were
hopeful that it indicated a disavowal
would be forthcoming
At the State Department it was said

that no further report had been receivedfrom Ambassador Page in London,and that no new messages had
come from Ambassador Gerard in Berlin.Secretary Lansing said that he
had received no request from Count
von Bernstorff for a conference or for
an audience with the President. The
Secretary declined to say whether he
would make any reply to the von

Bernstorff% message of yesterday, or to
comment in any way upon the message.

Text of Instructions.
The text of his message from Berlin

Was telegraphed the State Department
by Count von Bernstorff. the German,
ambassador, yesterday afternoon. It
follows:

"So far no official information availableconcerning the sinking of the
Arabic. The German government trusts
that the American government will not

(it/a V, .... n»1<.

the reports of one side, which, in the
opinion of the imperial government,
cannot correspond with the facts, hut
that a chance will he given to Germany
to be heard equally. Although the im-
perlal government does not doubt the
good faith of the witnesses whose
statements are reported by the newspapersin Europe, it should be borne
In mind that these statements are naturallymade under excitement which
might easily produce wrong impres-
slons. If Americans should have actuallylost their lives this would naturallybe contrary to our intentions. The
German government would deeply regretthe fact and begs to tender sin-
cerest sympathies to the American gov-
ernment."

Facts, as Given, Doubted.
Particular attention was attracted

here by the assertion in the German
communication that in the opinion of
the imperial government the accounts
of the sinking of the Arabic which have

comefrom England could not correspond
with fact. These accounts in affidavits
by the captain of the ship and Americansurvivors have agreed that the
Arabic, an unarmed passenger vessel
bound for the United States, with no
contraband in her cargo, was torpedoed
without warning by a submarine.

It may be a week or more before
Germany is lfeard from further. The

reportof the submarine commander
must be awaited in Berlin, and it is
known that sometimes ten days or
more elapse before the underwater
boats return to their bases and com-
municate with the admiralty.
In connection with the German ambassador'scommunication it was recalledhere that three days after the

sinking of the Lusitania the ambassadorpresented a note expressing the
sympathy and regret of his governmentfor the loss of American lives.
There was *no attempt, however, to
deny that the Lusitania had been sent
to the bottom with her passengers
without warning, and blame for the
disaster was placed upon the British
government, which permitted a vessel
carrying contraband to sail with passengers,including neutrals.
Postmaster General Blirleson saw

President Wilson yesterday afternoon
and received word of Count von Bern-
storfTs telegram. He said he hoped it
meant that Berlin was planning to
take action suitable to the United
States.
"I am a man of peace," he added.

Thinks Situation Better.
Chairman Simmons of the Senate

finance committee, who saw President
Wilson today, said he believed the situationlooked much better as a result
of the message from Count von Bernstorff.

"I do not believe that the telegram
would have been sent unless the Germangovernment intended to meet the
position of the United States." said
Senator Simmons. "I think the mes-
sage snows inai uermany ".toes not
want to break with the United States."

Arabic Did Not Attempt
to Ram Submarine or

Escape, Managers Say jLONDON, August 25..The managers
of the White Star line at Liverpool jhave just given out to the newspapers
the following:
"At the time of the Lusitania torpedoingmany misleading and untrue statementsappeared regarding the vessel.

Similar statements are beginning to be
hinted at in connection with the
Arabic, which are equally untrue. For
this reason we thought you would like
to have one or two definite facts that
had better be published at once in
order to prevent people from hazardingopinions and finding excuses for the
torpedoing. The facts are:
"There is no Aouht the Arabic was

struck with a torpedo. Capt. Finch
did not see the submarine, but, un-
doubtedly. saw the torpedo.

Submarine Not Seen.
"There is no question of the Arabic

having tried to ram the submarine, becauseit was not seen from the bridge.
"There is no question of the Arabic

having tried to escape, except the very
proper precaution of having put the
helm hard over when they saw the
torpedo.
"The Arabic was undoubtedly sunk

without warning. She was in peace^jityading, with various nationalities
aboard. She was outward bound, so
there is no question of munitions, and
she was not disguised in any way, nor
had she any guns mounted.
"The statement has appeared in the

press that she was off the south coast I
of Ireland, which leads some Deonlf to I
think she was near the coast. As a
matter of fact, she was over sixty miles
south of Ireland.

Precautions Held Proper.
"With respect to precautions taken,

these were very thorough and very
proper, having regard to all that has
taken place in the danger zone. The
captain had life jackets on hand for
everybody. Rafts were unlashed and
deck lifeboats opened up, and both rafts
and deck lifeboats played an important
part in life saving, as well as the regularlifeboats."
The American embassy has transmittedby cable to Washington the gist

of seven depositions taken by Consul
Washington, at Liverpool, six of which
were from Americans on board the
Arabic and the seventh from Capt.
Pinch of that steamer. The last is regardedas particularly noteworthy, as

' I

it is unusual for the skipper of a ship
to furnish an affidavit to a government
other than his own.

Say Arabic Was Not Warned.
All the deponents state under oath

that the Arabic was pursuing a peacefulcourse and that she was not warned.All of them declare either that

they'saw the torpedo or heard shouts
that a torpedo was coming; also that
the Arabic made no attempt to escape
nor to ram the submarine.
Capt. Finch in his affidavit especially

emphasised the last point, saying that it
would have been, in the first place,
suicidal, and, in the second place, as

he did not see the submarine he could
not have attempted to ram her.
The depositions in full will be mailed

tomorrow.

Count Von Bernstorff
Ready to Come Here on

Mr. Lansing's Invitation
NEW YORK. August ,25..Count von

Bernstorff. the German ambassador to
the I'nitecl States, remained in seclusionhere today, with his plans for
the next few days undeveloped. He
had received no further advices from
Berlin bearing on the sinking: of the
Arabic, he said, and did not know
when such word would be received.

It was within the range of possibilities.the ambassador said, that he
would go to Washington to confer with
Secretary Lansing before receiving
further word from Berlin, hut this
would be. it at all, upon Secretary
Lansing's invitation. Unless lie should
receive such a request. Count von
Bernstorff said he expected to remain
here temporarily. He probably would
go to Washington, he asserted, as soon
as he should hear, from Berlin again
on the Arabic incident.
Count von Bernstorff had nothing to

add to his statement of yesterday makingpublic the text of instructions from
Berlin.

ARABIC LOSS OF LIFE NOT
COMPARABLE WITH WAR

Cardinal Gibbons Says Americans

Bisking Ocean Trips Put Country
in Delicate Condition.

BALTIMORE. Mr!.. August 25.."The

compared to the awful calamity of
war." is the comment of Cardinal Gibbonson the present strained relations
between the I'nited States and Germany
over the sinking of the White Star liner,
with the loss of American lives.
The cardinal has just returned from

his annual vacation trip to Long Island
and Spring Lake. N. J. While away he
kept in touch with national and internationalaffairs. He said that he had noted
that the newspapers were clamoring for
some demand of satisfaction on the part
of Germany, but he thought this demandwas somewhat without foundation.

Americans Embarrass Country.
"I would not care to discuss too deeplythe present situation between the

I'nited States and Germany." he said,
'for I am not informed of ail the details.From what 1 have read, it seems
that many Americans are embarrassing
their country by traveling on ships helongingto one of the countries at war.
If these travelers ta'ie this risk in the
face of the dangers that they know to
be present, it seems to me that they are
put irig their country in a very delicate
situation.
"There has been a gieat furore over

the sinking of the Arabic. Many of the
New York papers are almost demanding
war wiui viermany. v\ nne i nave maintainedthe strictest neutrality. 1 feel
that the loss of a few lives on the
Arabic compares as a feather when
weighed against the awful calamity of
war. If war comes, it will mean more
than the loss of a few lives. Our best
homes will be affected and our best men
sacrificed. I hope the people will considerthis well before they act."

WOULD DEFLORE A BREAK.

Austro-Hungarian View of Arabic
Case Set Forth in Newspaper.

ZITRICH, Switzerland, August 25..
The silence hitherto observed by the
press of Austria-Hungary regarding
t"he sinking of the steamer Arabic has
been broken. The Neue Freie Presse
of Vienna, whose relations with the
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clares:
' One thins is certain.the American

government has every ground to considerthe grave perils to peace which
its policy involves.
"It is absurd that the accident of two

or three Americans being injured in
the war zone should decide the questionof peace between two great nations.Germany has made reasonable
proposals, which absolutely would excludesuch threatening incidents.
"If the Arabic affair should develop

further difficulties the dual monarchy
would deplore it. Perhaps the affair,
after it is cleared up, may lead America'to revise her policy."

SONS OF VETERANS WILL
BE REGISTRATION CLERKS
Volunteer Service to Be a Feature of

the G. A. R. Reunion
Next Month.

I
The general committee on arrangementsfor the thirty-fourth annual encampmentof Sons of Veterans, U. S. A.,

met last evening at its headquarters,
1329 G street northwest, with the chairman1,George W. Sollers, presiding.
A feature of the G. A. R. encampment

will be the volunteer services of fifty
Sons of Veterans from William B. CushingCamp, No. 30;« Lincoln Camp, No. 2,
and Gen. Thomas Camp, No. 11, who
will act in the capacity of registration
clerks at the Census building. They
will work in relays day and night,
thereby causing no delay of registrationof veterans, who will be arriving
in the city at all hours.
During the encampment there will be

class initiation by the local camps ol

ing, the work to be exemplified by a
picked team. At the end of the contestthe camp having the largest percentagein new membership will b
presented with a prize, appropriate foi
use in any camp.
A committee on badges was appointed,as follows: G. A. Howe, chairman

Gurnon R. Scott and George W. Sollers

Many Bequests for Heservations.
The committee is daily receiving a

large number of requests for reservations.All such requests as well as lo
cations of rooms, description and terms
should be sent to W. F. Crown, chairman,4T6 O street northwest, or roorr
15, District building. Gurnon R. Scott
Dr. O. A. T. Swain arid Dr. A. G. Hal
were added to the public comfort committee.The chairman of the genera
committee, George W. Sollers, announcedthat members of the Marylant'division, Sons of Veterans, who will b<'in the city during the encampment, wil
be enlisted as members of that com|mittee.
Arthur B. Barringer, past commandei

af William B. Gushing Camp, No. 30
was added to the entertainment anc
music committee.

f

GEN. MILES MAY BE
PARADE MAM

Noted Military Leader Will Bi
Asked to Serve at G. A. R.

r. x

tricampmem.

PROGRESS IS REPORTED
ON PLANS FOR EVEN1

Number of War Vessels Will B

Anchored Near City During Great
Veterans' Gathering.

L.ieu|. Gen. Nelson A. Miles, U. S. A
retired, veteran of the civil war an

commanding general of the Unite
States Army during the Spanish-Ameri
can war, is to be invited to serve a

grand marshal of. the parade durin
[the national G. A. R. encampment t
be held in this city September 27 t
October 2, which is to commemorat
the fiftieth anniversary of the gran
review of 1865. This announcemen
was made ly Acting Chairman Rober
X. 'Harper of the citizens' G. A. R. com

j mittee at a meeting held today. It i
understood that an adjutant to th
grand marshal will be appointed at
later date.

Plans Are Well in Hand.
At the meeting today reports wetreceivedfrom the chairmen of praeti"

cally all the subcommittees of the citi
zens' committee. They indicated tha
iirransemenis ror me iorincuining en

carnpment are well in hand. Actini
Chairman Harper spoke of the diffl
cities in having the proper mounts fo
commanding officers of the veteran:
organizations and others in the gran
parade. The committee authorized hir
to appoint W. P. Mahoney as inspecto
of mounts. Mr. Mahoney, who ha
served in similar capacity at severa
inaugurations, will have supervisio
of the horses am! will see that the
are properly saddJed.

It was announ<*?d that the motio
picture play, "The Battle Cry of Peace,
which tells of the need of more ade
quate national defemse. would be show
during the encampment as one of th
entertainment features for the veter
an?.
An effort is to be made to have

"human flag" composed of 500 or mor
girls in red, white and blue dresses o
the grandstand at tb*e south end of th
Treasury, which will command a viei
down Pennsylvania avenue. The commit
tee has not a sufficient amount ot' mone
to defray the entire expenses of such
feature, but it is beJieved that ther
are hundreds of girls and young worn
en in Washington wliao would be. will
ing to volunteer their services in orde
that tltey might occupy a seat on wha
is considered one of the most desir
able reviewing stands. The matter i
in charge of the music committee.

Accommodations Registered.
Chairman Sinclair of the accommoda

tions committee reported that 17,00
boarding and rooming" house aecommc
dations have been registered. The com
mittee proposes to print 2,000 copies c
the list of boarding and roomin
houses for distribution.
All contracts for badges to be fur

nished the members of the various or
ganizations in attendance at the en
campment have been made, accordin
to a report made by Chairman Gallihe
of the badges committee.
An appropriation of $100 was mad

to enable the decorations committee t
have four searchlights illuminate th
dome of the Capitol during the encamp
merit week. Chairman Gans of th
decorations committer outlined th
plans for the distribution of flags fo
the decoration of homes.
Seventy-four active physicians hav

been appointed members of the medica
committee, according bo Chairma
Lewis J. Battle. Rest rooms an
emergency stations are to be establish
ed at the Emory building and alon
the line of march.

Much Publicity Work Done.
Plans for the services to be rendere

visitors to the city at the informatio
booths were outlined to the committe
in a report from Chairman E. C. Gra
ham. Chairman Lord of the publicit
committee stated that approximate!
40,000 pieces of copy 'describing plan
for the encampment have been distrih
uted by his committee. This does nc
include plate matter which has bee
received by 7,000 newspapers. "Mr. Lor
stated that the publicity matter is be
ing well received by the newspapers t
the country and that columns of new
concerning the great gathering of vet
erans are being printed.
A number of war vessels of ligt

draft which can navigate the Potoma
will be anchored near the city durin
the encampment, according to a repoi
made by Chairman Frank E. Gibso
of the entertainment coanmittee. D:
Gibson said that both the War an
Navy departments have promised to ct
operate in every way in the entertain
ment of the veterans. There will b
flights by aeroplanes and hydroplane;
drills at Fort Myer, Va.; drills b
marines and exhibitions on the Monu
ment grounds by theh Signal and Medi
cal Corps of the army.

To Invite State Governors.
The committee decided to invite th

staffs of the governors of the states c
the Union to the encampment. Nearl
1,200 invitations to prominent army an

navy officials, active and past con:
inanders of various veterans' organiza
tions, state governors, members c
Congress and others have been at!
dressed and are ready to be mailed,
was reported.
Chairman Owen reported that ai

rangements for the grandstands to b
located along the line of march ar

progressing rapidly. He said a definit
decision as to the design for the com
of honor, to be erected in front of th
White House, will be reached in a fe1
days.
Chairman Stiles reported on th

progress being made in the arrange
merits for printing the list of liistori
ntes and program.
Mrs. W. hi. Andrews of the ladle:

committee said that the planting t
several trees near the Lincoln uiernrial,now under the course of construe
tion in Potomac Park, by various won:
en's organizations affiliated with th
U. A. It. probably would be a featur
01 me encampment.

Seek Apartment House Thief.
The police have been instructed t

arrest an unidentified white man wh
is suspected of having committe
thefts in apartment houses, it is sai
that he visits such buildings and enter
apartments when he learns that tnei
occupants are absent.

j Germany Plans Third War Loan.
ZURICH, August 24, via Uondon, Au

gust 25..The third German war loa
j will! be issued at 99 at 5 per cent inter

est. according to the Munich Neuest
i Nachrichten, and greater facilities wi
f be offered small investors who will h
1 permitted to pay their subscriptions i

easy installments. The public, the pa[ per says, is urged to sell foreign s
curities and Invest in the war loan.

1

j Gen. Sam Hughes Is Knighted.
LONDON, August 25..Gen. Sai

Hughes, Canadian minister of militii
[ was knighted yesterday afternoon dui
i ing an audience with King George i
Buckingham Palace.
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0 NOVO GEORGIEV.SK. August 21, via
»- courier to Warsaw and London. Au-gust 25..By the capture of Novo

Geo'rgievsk the Austro-Germans have
S opened for their use the great Vistula

river transportation route into the in-terior 'of Poland. German steamers
are in waiting at Wyszogrod, a few
miles below the fortress, and within a

^ day or two tows of barges laden with
ammunition supplies for the army and

e coal and provisions for the occupied
o region of Poland will be heading up

e 1~r.e Hfn »

e saw to the Galician frontier,
e The captflre of the fortress also
r opens a highly important railroad line

from Germany via Mlawa to Warsaw
® north of the Vistula, whereby Railroad
n communication can be established to
f] eastern Poland and the present mili-tary front without awaiting the regbuilding of the great bridges across

the Vistula at Warsaw which were destroyedby the Russians before their
retreat.

d
n Not a Second Przemysl.
e The importance of Novo Georgievsk

for these strategic reasons presumably
y explains the Russian decision to attempt
v to hold this one Vistula fortress after
8 their retreat. But any hope they held

that Novo Georgievsk mig*ht prove a

11 second Przemysl which would block
d communication for months or even weeks*

was dashed by its unexpectedly speedv
capture by Gen. von Beseler's army,

8 composed chiefly of artillery and landsturmtroops.
It is too early yet to tell the size

lt; of the besieging force, but, as at Ant,cwerp and Maubeuge, it was small d>m»pared with the captured garrison. The
prisoners faken seem to include not only

n the regular garrison but also many solr;diers and units which had strayed in the
Russian retreat.

Town Is Purely Military.
s» Novo Georgievsk is purely a fortress.
^ Its buildings and bridges are virtually

all of a military natftre. The town was

tired by the Russians just before they
capitulated. The walls of flame rising
on every side, spitting from the emebrasures of the citadel and the military
storehouses and the great pall of

y smoke floating down the valley of the
d Vistula made one of the most spectacularscenes furnished by the war.

At the summit of Citadel Hill a massive,square-towered building with a
>f Red Cross flag floating from its
l_ staff, rose above the city. In the

shadow of the flag burning storehouses
of small arms ammunition provided 'an
uninterrupted fusillade as the flames
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w ITALIAN STATEMENT.
e ROME, Aomiat 24, Tin I'nrlM. AuKHMt 2.%:

ine enemy irieu luns-rauge ainuci^
c actions yesterday at several points
g. along: the front. His guns were

,£ promptly and efficiently replied to by
>- ours.

In the upper Cordex^ole valley and at
l~ the head of the Rienze and Bodenebach valleys the enemy made atetacks supported b>* the fire of machineguns and volleys of hand grenades.They were invariably repulsed.

In the Tolmino sector and on the Carso
o plateau there has been nothing of

especial importance to report.
On the morning of the 'JI'd enemv aero"planes flew over Schio and dropped

d several bombs, killing one woman.

£ TURKISH STATEMENT.
CONSTANTINOPLE, August 2.\ viu
Amsterdam and London, August 25:

August 2- the enemy ^ttacked on his
i- new front near Anal'arta (on the
n Gallipoli peninsula), but was repulsed,with heavy losses,
e On the Irak front our troops attacked
11 a British detachment near Akike, on

,e the Euphrates, inflicting heavy losses.

n RUSSIAN STATEMENT.
!- PETROGBAD, August 24, via London,

August 25: #

In the Riga district there has been no

change. In the direction of Jacobnstadt and Dvinsk, toward the west,
i, on Monday there was fighting in

places, with alternating success. In
n the district from Kovno to Vllna,

Sunday night and the following day,
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tplies to Army
Russia.

reached one depot of cartridges after r

another.
Along the railroad track were long

rows of freight cars loaded with shells
and other supplies, to which the Rus- r

sians applied the torch before their surrender.TJhese explosives would have
made the entrance of the Germans
highly dangerous had not the slowburningpowder merely blown out the
fuses instead of exploding the shells.
These munitions apparently were loadedon trains to be carried away with
the retreating army, but the breaking J

of a small railroad bridge within the
fortress under the weight of a flat car
loaded with a heavy mortar prevented
the Russians from saving them. This
may have been a contributing reason
for the Russian decision to defend the
fortress.

Heavy Guns Sealed irate.
vtcii. OCBCitri n ujjeiHiiuiih
were directed chiefly against the northeasternfront of the fortress where the
approach Is least hampered by swamps
and rivers, which constitute great naturalbarriers against attack.
The fate of the fortress was virtually

sealed as soon as the heavy siege guns <
were brought into position. Behind the
covering of infantry these big guns
were pushed forward within range of
the first of the outer forts and then
of the inner girdle. Comparatively few
shots were needed to finish the work.
Some of the surrendered forts were

scarcely disfigured. One of the intermediateworks.an inside fort.visited
by the Associated Press correspondent
did not show a single shell mark.
Gen. von Beseler's siege park includeda number of the famous "fortytwos"of both German and Austrian

make, together with Austrian twelveinchautomobile mortars, whose mobilityand power placed them in a class t
with their bigger sisters, and batteries
of German mortars, to which the
Krupps have given an ingenious carriage,making them easily transportableas siege artillery.

Off to Other Battles.
It took scarcely an hour to demount

one of these guns which a few hours *
earlier had helped pound the last Russianfort into submission. A little while
later gun and mounting, on great caterpillarwheels, were well on their way
to a new scene of operation.
The celerity with which the siege

park was headed for other fields was,in fact, one of the features of the siege.
The Russian fiag barely had disappearedfrom the last two forts which
for a time were inclined to disregard
Gen. Bohr's capitulation and conduct an
independent resistance, before the great
guns were headed away from the fortress,the officers and men not even
visiting the stronghold they had helped
to take. f

*

LY REPORTED |
1

the enemy continued to exercise
pressure on our troops who were
holding back his offensive movement. rBetween the Bobr and the Narew we thave fallen back from our generalpositions on the left bank of the
Bobr. In conformity with this move- ^
ment we evacuated Sunday evening gthe fortifications at Ossowetz, which cforms a sector of these positions.During Sunday night and the follow- j.ing day very stubborn attacks by the fenemy continued in the region to the jeast of Bielsk and along the sectors jof the front Kleshtshele-Wysoka- 5Brest-I-itovsk-Orlia. Some of these £attacks, notwithstanding the numer- eical superiority of the enemy, were jrepulsed with great success by our tinfantry, supported by cavalry. We ^captured some prisoners and quickfiringguns. These actions facili- 3tated considerably our occupation of
new positions on the right bank of
the Bug.

cSunday night we stopped an attempt aby the enemy to resume an offensive
in the direction of Kovel. In the £Puschka region a battle which beganMonday continues.

aIn the coastal region of the Caucasus
there has been an artillery duel. In ^the Dassln valley there has been vsome activity by both infantry andartillery. On the rest of the front tthere is no change.

t
SEBBIAN STATEMENT. Jj

NISH. Serbia. August 24, via Arnster- °

dam and London, August 25:
The enemy's work on fortifications be- u
tween Orchauska and Honya, on the 11

left bank of the Danube, was inter- J1rupted Sunday. A few cannon shots ^the same day also interrupted the a
enemy's work on the west bank pf t

tlie Save near Pernia. We also preventedthe enemy from placing; wire
entanglements opposite the island of
Digauhlia.
AUSTRIAN STATEMENT.

i'lEXXA, August 24. via l.ondon, A«K"«t25:
Russian war theater: Northwest of
Brest-Eitovsk the enemy, who is resisting:in the district of Wierohowtce
and Razna. was repulsed again yesterdayand forced to retreat. The
number of prisoners taken by the

army of Archduke Joseph Ferdinand
in the last battles was 1,300 men and
4 officers.

northeast of Yladova our allies again
repulsed the enemy and gained
ground. Austro-Hungarian and Germancavalry, in pursuit of. the enehiy,entered Kovel <forty miles
southeast of Brest-Litovsk), and now
are advancing northward.
talian war theater: On the southern
wing of the coastal district front o»r
heavy artillery silenced hostile guns
at the mouth of the Sdobba. An Ital-
ian coast battery near Golavetto was

destroyed. The enemy's infantry, j
hrni w-Jiiio.i a fen-, finer on the

heights of Monfalcone opposite our J
positions, hurriedly evacuated their
trenches before our gunfire.

Cast of Polazzo our troops bloodily re-

pulsed two weak attacks near San
Martino and three attacks which!
were carried close to our battle
front. An evening attack by strong
enemy forces against the Tolmino j
bridgehead also failed. In the fortifieddistrict of Flitsch and Raibl en-
emy infantry is approaching closer
to our lines at some points.

)ur fortifications on the high plateaus j
of Lavaronne and Folgaria again
were heavily bombarded yesterday.
Kneniv artillery also opened tire j
against our positions on the Stilfser
ridge.

FRENCH STATEMENT.
PA.RIS, August 2.", 2:40 p.m.:
In Artois last night throughout the
entire sector to the north of Arras

the artillery fighting was of a fairly
spirited nature. Furthermore, there
were engagements with hand grey
nades in the vicinity of Souchez and
Neuville. Around Roye and in the
rieighbohood of I^assigny the artilleryexchanges yesterday and last

flight continued actively,
rrom the Champagne district and from
the Argonne the only reports receivedrefer to fighting in which
mines were exploded,

n the Vosges there were yesterday
engagements with hand grenades on
the Barrenkopf. *

V French aviator last night threw
down bombs on the railroad station
at Lorrach, grand duchy of Baden,
twenty-eight miles to the southwest
of Friborg.

GERMAN STATEMENT.
UKKM1V, August 25, via London, 4 p.m.:

in the western theater: In the Champagnewe "successfully exploded severalmines,
tn the Vosges an attack made by the
enemy on Schratzmannele was repelledwith hand grenades, and
southeast of Sondernach that part of
the trench sections which we lost
August 17 was recaptured.

A .German battle aviator shot down a

French biplane near Nieuport.
in the eastern theater: Army group of
Field Marshal von Hindenburg.
North of the Niemen river 750 Russianswere taken prisoners during
successful engagements in the neighborhoodof Birshi.

The army of Gen. von Eichhorn is
advancing victoriously toward the
east, lighting all the way. This army
captured 3,850 Russians and took
several machine guns.

The army of Gen. von Scholz reached
Berecowka, captured Knyszyn and
crossed the Narew river to the south
of Tykocin.

rhe army of Gen. von Gallwitz capturedthe Narew river crossing on
the Sokolv-Bialvstok high road. Its
right wing has reached Orlanka,
after having driven back the enemy.
The army took more thar. 4,700 prisoners.including 18 officers, and 0
machine guns.

Armv eroirn of Prince Leopold of Ba-
varia. Yesterday the enemy attemptedin vain to bring our pursuit
to a standstill. He was attacked
and thrown back into Bialowieska
forest. youth of this forest our
troops reached the region to the east
of vfiersehowicze. We captured
more than 1,700 prisoners.

\rmy group of Field Marshal von
Mackensen.Pursuing the defeated
enemy, this army group is approachingthe hills on the western bank of
the Besma, north of Brest-Litovsk.
On the southwestern front of BrestLitovsk,at Dobbynka, the AustroHungarianand German troops broke
through the advanced positions of
the fortress yesterday.

Dn the eastern bank of the Bug. northeastof Vladova. parts of the army of
Gen. von Linsingen are hdvancing
toward the north* fighting all the
way.

POSTMASTER IS TERMED
'OBSTINATE GENTLEMAN]
'TnnonQViIp nf Armrpcintino' of

People," Says Isidor
Grosner.

While no definite announcements have
>een made as to the exact course to he
tursued, members of the executive comnitteeof the citizens* committee on

own town postal facilities declare that
he refusal of Postmaster Praeger to

e-establisli postal facilities at the
Post Office Department building will
n no way deter them in their fight for
he desired postal service.
They .declare that the movement for
he re-establishment of postal facultiesin the Post Office Department
milding has become widespread; that
irice the committee made its initial efortsto obtain the'desired branch ot!i<e
t has received promises of support
rom many sources in its fight.
Just what the next step to be made

>y the committee will be is not known.
Chairman Isidor Grosner. today said
le had the matter under advisement
md that an announcement may be
nade in the near future.

Action Comes as Shock.
"That Postmaster Praegfer has again
efused to re-establish postal facili-
ies in the Post Office Departmen
>uilding at 11th street and Pennsylvaniaavenue naturally came as a

inucr. iiuu a. »ui pi .ia>e 10 me memoern

>f the committee," said Mr. Grosner.
'But our people are not one whit re- J>uffed by the action. The fact that he
leclined to grant our request before,
n the face of the appeal of everybody
n the territory bounded by 7th to 15th ]
itreets 'and B to F streets northwest
lemonstrated, in the opinion of the
xecutive committee, that Mr. Praeger
s a most obstinate gentleman, and
hat he is imbued with that very unlemocraticprinciple that the opinion
f one man is worth more than that of 4

00.. *

"This is particularly aggravating, in
iew of the fact that our postmaster is
omparatively young in this field of
ctivity and that he is incapable of ap- (

reciating the needs of the people in )
he downtown section. i
"It would seem that more vigorous ;

ctivity will be required in the prem- (
ses, and it is certain that the require- 1
nents of the downtown business men 1
rill be given ample support. The ex- 4

cutive committee is undecided at this t
ime whether to follow a plan of action
hat has been suggested, but I think it I
s altogether likely that we will call a t
riass meeting of business men, and i
thers interested in the re-establish- <
nent of postal facilities, with a vieri- s
f carrying this matter forward to an t
ltimate success. The executive com- 1
littee will hold a formal meeting the i
atter part of this week to decide on r
he next step to be taken to secure that 1
rhich we need and which the postal c
rbiter is withholding from us at this £
ime." i
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GOVERNORS PLEAD
FOR UNIFIED POWER!

Delegates at Convention OpposeState Boards and
Commissions.

AUTHORITY DIVIDED;
EFFICIENCY IMPAIRED

Short Ballot Urged by Speakers.
Fleet Maneuvers to Entertain

the Visitors.

HoSTON". August 2.V.A review of
the north Atlantic fleet otY Boston
light was the principal event arranged
for today's entertainment for the presentor former executives of nearly
thirty -states who are here attending
the annual governors* conference. From
the deck «>f the flagship Wyoming the
visitors were 10 \v:ucn inc fvojuii'»ns
of nine great battleships and a large
flotilla of torpedo craft.

ft was announced in the morninc
that owins to the threatened showers
the Italian fiesta to have been held at
the Gloucester home of Mr. and Mrs.
John Hays Hammond this afternoon
had been postponed until the next fair
day. The governors nad been invited
to the fiesta
Govs. Charles S. Whitman of New

York and \Vinfield S. Hammond of Minnesotaand former Gov. Cole $>. Blease
of South Carolina were the speakers.

Governors Support President.
Resolutions of confidence and supportwere sent to 1'resident Wilson by

the governors of states attending the
annual conference of governors in this
city. These resolutions, introduced by
Gov. Walsh of Massachusetts, said:
"The governors of the several commonwealthsof the nation, in conferenceassembled, d *sire to tender to

you an expression of their confidence
and support in this hour of deep internationalconcern, and to assure you of
their readiness to fcdlow your leadershipin all matters which you deem best
to promote the honor and maintain the
peace and welfare of the nation and
the whole people."
Suggests More Power for Governors.

Simplification of state governmental
machinery was advocated by Gov. Mon/ii.\ 1 nvr. T /I nli /t lla fo irnrml

the "short ballot," elimination of uselessstate boards and commissions and
vesting more power in the executive
departments of the states.
"There must be absolute responsibilityfixed somewhere," Gov. Alexander

said. "While it may seem good to the
elector to have a long ballot and to
vote for a candidate for every office,
the result is.that the responsibility is
shifted from the practical heads of institutionsand government to the minor
and subordinate officials, who are
merely cogs in the wheel of governmentand not the directing power.
"It is essential that the executive departmentof the state government

should he clothed with more power and
more responsibility and held directly
amenable to the people. Whatever
power is vested in the executive department,a check could be had upon
the executive through what is commonlyknown as the recall, so that
where a bad government is selected by
electors it can be corrected by them.
"Boards and commissions are often so

constituted that they thwart the will
of the executive and of the people.
They are frequently created for the
purpose of aiding some particular interestand not to serve the general
welfare. They give some special organizationan opportunity to participatein the administration* of public affairs.
"With the short ballot and with the

people made fully cognizant that they
were voting for a business manager as
well as for an executive head, even if
it were necessary to vote for two of
three other executive department officers,a workable government would result.but executive power must be centeredsomewhere to bring efficiency and
economy. The short ballot will bringthis about.

Seeks More Appointive Power.
"The placing of a larger appointive

authority in the hands of a responsible
official, who can be made easily answerableto the people, increases rather
than decreases the power of the electorateto express its will. How often
has it happened that the people have
made an apparently successful fight
upon some issue through the election
of an official whose office was such as
to command their attention and whose
duties and powers were supposed by
them to be such as to enable him to
accomplish for them the things they
desired accomplished, only to find
themselves blocked by some other officialelected by themselves at the very
same time, but whose position was believedto be so insignificant as not to
merit their attention and, therefore,
did not receive it.

"I believe in the right of the people
to express their wijl, and I believe
that that will, hawing been expressed,
should be carried rtito effect. 1, therefore.believe in enlarged powers for
those officials whose positions demand
and receive public attention, and a
lessened power for those officials
whose positions do not receive due attentionfrom the voters, and hence 1
favor the removal from the ballot of
all names whose presence can accomplishnothing but to confuse."

Governor Lacks Power.
Gov. Winfield S. Hammond of Minnesota,who spoke on "Efficiency and

Economy in State Government." said
that one reason for the present lack
:>f efficiency was that, in effect, most
states have several governors instead
3f one. Enumerating the various state
commissions and boards which have
onie into being as a part of the execu-
tive department of a state administration,he said:
"All this lias resulted in giving the

state not one governor, hut a number
ji governors, one of whom is elected,
[he others appointed by various boards
iml commissions. The governor of the
state bears about the same relationshipto many of these boards as he
Hears to the courts, and it#is fundamentalthat the executive and the
judicial departments shall be independentof each other. If a judge resigns,the governor may appoint his
successor, so if one of these members
diould resign, the governor could appointhis successor, but lie lias about
is much to do with the policies and
:he work of these boards as he has
ivith the hearing and determination of
ases of law.
"There is little or no co-ordination

jetween these various bodies. Inspectors,examiners, investigators and
'*111 p loves of these various governing
bodies, busy in the performance of
.heir duties, are traveling over the
state. sometimes several of them
lescending at the same time upon a

ittle hamlet of two or three hundred
nliabitants, where all examinations
iml investigations for all of the state
lepartments could be done by an ablepodiedman in half a day. Salaries and
raveling expenses are continually increasing,while in political campaigns
lie cry for t^ononiy goes merrily on.
"In Minnesma f«»r some time there has

>een a feeling that there should be a

horough reorganization of these variousoffices, that they should be includedin the executive department, and
should be under the control and direcionof the executive himself or delartmentofficers selected by him. My
iredecessor in office appointed a eomnissionof thirty citizens of the state,
cnown as the "efficiency and economy
ommission." They were asked to make
l study of our system of state govern- I
nent and to suggest changes, if needed, |

to make that Kovornment an ofllcient
one and an economical one. *

Opposes Board System.
"The member* of this body made a

report to the last legislature and presenteda proposed bill for enactment
into law.
"Referring to the board system, the

commission said:
"'Students in political science are all

agreed that executive work should be
done by individuals and not by boards.
The average citizen lias come to the.
same conclusion. The hoard system
tends to delay and inet!lcienc\ It dissipatesresponsibility. No one knows
exactly who is to blame if work .*
badly done. Boards art* necessary forlegislative and judicial work. They
are useful to uive advice. They are not
suited to administrative tasks. Moreover,under the hoard system, the «<>vernorhas little control over the ad
ministration. The board members usuallyhave overlapping terms. K.»<h
governor appoints only minority.Karli board is a government by itself.'

There can he no objection to the . <tahlishmentof boards and coiiiiii.
sions. The advice and assistance «>f
men picked from the citizenr\ of the
commonwealth for their int- lliye;.,ability and worth cannot but be of
great benetit to public officials and tothe state itself, but their duties oughtto be advisory and not executixeThe plan proposed in Minnesota wasto consolidate -lit <«c " «*

vom anddivisions of government in Ave r six.departments. « ;n-h w :tii a dirnl..r ap|pointful by tin* novprnor ami respoj siblcto him for th«* mndiiit of his department,l»ut it met defeat m the legisIla ture.

Mann's Plan to Remedy Ills.
Former Gov. William II. Mann of \ ;r|glnia spoke yesterday on "Taxation
Mr. Mann declared that while th«*r»- \v.i»

no complete remedy for general leg;sl,t.t. v e
ills, conditions could he greatly improved
if the initiative were given a governor
snhmit to the people .,t a general elcetoii
any measure previously recommended, but
which the legislature had failed t<» pas?

"The governor would know the objectionspreviously raised to the hill and the
reason it had not been passed," said Mr.
Mann, "and it is reasonable to suj>|*»se he
would not order submission of any bill
not rlearly promotive of the piibln go.
"This discretionary jxwer Would greatly

increase the labor and resinmsibility of
the governor, and, if the lulls he offered
were adopted, his ititluenee ami power for
good as well. Then the legislature would
hardly fail to pass a proj»er hill the
executive had approved, and thus rite
necessity for submission 10 the people
would greatly diminish. The people of
the state would not need to fear the governorbecause they would entirely control
him."

In discussing the people's initiative
Mr. Mann said court decisions and generalexperience had shown that legislativeenactments are less liable to e
wrong than those passed by the people
with the initiative. He said that one
vital wrong in the purely legislative
system was that the legislators representeddistricts rather than the state

urhnla r> A f . U
"»«-» «»" * I"' una j ^<x.-vu icgialaturesdid not always work for the

welfare of the entire .state.

Evils of Present System.
Under the present system of recommendationof bills by a governor. Mr.

Mann, said, an executive was forced to
place his bills in charge of a few leading-overburdened legislators. This
condition, in addition to the fact that a

bill urged by a governor was generally
of such importance as to require
lengthy hearings and investigation,
caused the governor's bills to be held
up in committee until within the last
thirty days of session, with the result
that many such bills were not passed.
In concluding, Mr. Mann said the

trend was for closer relations between
states, but that this did not mean i
law beneficial to one state would be
adaptable in the identical form to the
needs of another state. He did. however,urge uniform laws on marriage,
divorce, health and some other matters.

ELECTRiClLROAD
GETS^REE POWER
^Continued from First F'age. >

not to be termed in the sense of a
"good will" proposition.
Numerous technicalities arose about(this stage of the proceedings. CotnimissionerKutz inquired as to the rates

at which current is furnished to companiesoperating in Maryland and Virginia.<Jn the advice of Attorney
Bowen for the company Mr Ham declinedto answer this question.

"T think it is a pertinent question,"
said Mr. Kutz.

men jou no nor want to assist us
in petting: at this?" questioned Mr.
Brownlow.
The company's attorney exjdr.n--<1

that there were certain matters o t
company's business which he d ;;.,t
believe he was justified in allow :iilt
to be used, saying- that to the bt & o'
his belief this matter was on over
whi< h the District utilities commission
had no control.
After arguments based on technicalities.Commissioner Kutz proceeded

on another line of questions, sp- ificallydealing with contracts o* the
Washington. Baltimore and Annapolis
and the Washington-Virginia railroads
as to their payments within the District.
The hearing adjourned at 1 o'clock,

and was resumed at ?:30 o'clock, with
I,. K. Sinclair, superintendent of the
electrical department of the Potomac
Blevtrie Power Company, ,on the siand.
Officials of the commission would not
risk a prediction as to how much time
the investigation may consume.

JITNEY STATUS DELAYED.

Utilities Commission Too Busv to

Take Up Case.
Because its entire time today was

consumed with a hearing: of inquiry
into the affairs .of the Washington Railwayand Electric and Potomac Electric
Power companies, the public utilities
commission was unable to take up The
question of establishing a status for
the jitney bus services being operated
in "Washington.
That the jitney will l»e classed as a

common carrier and placed under the
supervision of the commission is a certainty,it was stated by an official of
the commission today. Jn fact, it has
been the intention from the beginning
to regard them as common carriers,
but action along this line has been delayeduntil the services could be established.
The District Commissioners, it is understood,considered that the more

practical course would 1>«* to license
jitneys as public hacks until jitney bus
service in the capital became an establishedfact, after which they would
be placed under the supervision of the
utilities board.
.lust when the commission will take

action in this direction probably will
be determined by the length of the investigationbegun today into the relationshipbetween the two corporations
mentioned. There is a possibility that
the matter may be disposed of before
the end of the week.

WHITE SLAVERY IS CHARGED.

Thomas H. Dewey Indicted.Bills
Returned Against Others.

A charge of white slavery is made
in an indictment returned today by the
grand jury against Thomas H. Dewey.
It is alleged that August 10, 1915. the
accused aided in transporting a woman

for immoral purposes in the District
of Columbia.
An indictment for joy-riding was reportedagainst Charles Brooks. It is

claimed that he used without permissiona motor truck belonging to the
Dulin & Martin Company.
Others indicted were John R. Courtney,;LSsault with dangerous weapon,

and David T. Jackson for non-support.


