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THE DESTROYER BENHAM, ONE OF UNCLE SAM'S NEWEST

BILL TO STEVE

BY RING W. LARDNER.
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Well Steve wommens allways holling

Y. CITY, August 28.—Steve.

N,

i boueht they should ought to have sufferage and vote but if I

wis them 1 would try and lern some thing beffore 1 tride to but in
on business affuirs and voteing and so 4th. If all of them is as smart is
Giesyv | would try and lern something if 1 was then.

AMay be I told you all ready a bout our scheame for geting rid of this
here Babe thut was vissiting us and the way we was to get rid of her was
me writeing Gussy a fake letter and tell her to come and join me on the
rode on acct. of T being lone some and then when Babe seen Gussy was
zeting ready to g0 a way she would half to leave her self and go home
bellongs. Philly
Gussy got a hold of it last Mon. and when she read it she says to Bube

where she So T wrote the letter wile we was in and

well T and yon have got to part finely because my hushand insist that 1

got to join him on the rode and 1 got to start right & way o you will

half to pack up and 2o home =0 Babe says lets see the letter and Gussy
showed 1t to her in Black and White and there it was and ne geting o way
from it. So Gussy =sava [ will half 1o pack richt up and yvou betier bezein
packing and 1T will eall up and see what time both our trains Zo and may
he we can go o the depot to gather.

S0 Gussy went to her rm. and beggin ta pertend like she was pack
nz up but Babe diden:

went out In the parler and #ays why wasent Babe packing up and Babe

come u long in there with her so finely Gussy
=ays she would wait and find out what time the trains went so Gussy
telephoned to the R, R. on the phone and found out where they was a
traln leaveing for grand Rabbits at § 30 and 1 leaveing for Boston at
5 20 onily from diffrunt depots on 2 diffrunt Lines. =0 Gussy says that was
fine busness and may be they could go down town to gather and then
she beggin to pertend like she was packing up some more close but gtill
Babe dident start doing no packing vet and it was 3 a clock in the P. M.
8o (Gussy ast her again why she dident beggin and pack and Babe says
waszent (Gussy a scared to leave her flat alone and Gussy says no and then
Habe savs would Gussy mind if Babe stade in the flat wile Gussy was on
the rode with What do you think of that Steve. And Gussy says
why who would cook your meals and wash the dishes and make the bed
because 1 havent saw you do nothing sence you been here. So Babe says
dont worry about that I can do evry thing nessary and I will stay and
keep your flat clean for you and they cant no body steal nothing. Well
Steve (Gussy should ought to have told her right there that she dident
want her in the place no longer and quarled with her and in the stead of
Bahe kept coxing her and finely Gussy
give up to her and says she could stay. Mind you Steve 1 wasent in
ernest when 1 ast Gussy to Joln me and she knowed it was just a fake and
gtill and all she left thi# here womman put some thing over on her and
then Gussy has to pack up her stuff in ernest and go down and catch the
530 train and she got to Boston Tues. night and was there in the hotel
waiting when we come in Wed. A. M. Well Steve when I seen her selting
there vou couldent of knocked me down with a fether.

| sayvs whats the matter with you and she told me the hole story and
I balled her out gool Lut whats the use of balling them out when its all
been done and over and she beggin to ory and this in-that till you couldent
A fine thing hey Steve to let that womman get a way with a trick
like that and it will cost me about 1 hundred bucke haveing Gussy along
including her R. R. fair and where thé 1 hundred bucks is comeing from
I dou't .k:-ow where its comeing from and Gussy buys some thing new
evry time she goes out of the Hotel and the worst part of it is that this
here Bale will be there still waiting for us vet when we get home but
I wont go home Steve and it will lern Gussy a lesson and 1 will sleep in

me.

that she hemed and haud and

rest.

the gutter some wheres beffore I go home untill this here womman beats
There all a like Steve and if brains was money theyd be
Respy.

it out of there.
poppers ia the poor housa.

man destroyers,

BOATS OF THIS CLASS,
-

inch guns, While effective against vo-
temporary torpedo hoats, these gun-
boats are far from being fast enough
1w, and 8o the torpedo boat destroyer

—the “destroyver” of our time—was
evolved.

The “destrover of desiroyvera” has
now _appeared in the British light

cruisers of the Arethusa amd Undaunted
cluss, which have done such noteworthy

gervice in . the, North a. ‘They are
thirty-knot vessels of 2,500 tons dls-
placement, carryving two six-inch and

gix four-inch guns and carrying four
twenty-one-inch torpedo tubes. In one
action the Undaunted sank four f(ier-

-
. * *

As was to be expected from its close
patrol, the destroyer took part in the
first sea fight between British and Ger-
man warships, August 2% 1914, off
Helgoland bight. A strong force of
British destrovers, acting as scouts and
headed by the light cruiser Arethusa,
rounded up and attacked eighteen or
twenty home-bound German cruisers
and destroyers, Later, when enemy re-
inforcements appeared, the British bat-
tle cruiser squadron also arrived. After
some  hours’  tighting, three German

uisers and two destrovers were sunk
with 900 officers and men. The British
casualties were sixty-nine killed and

UNITED

and fierce fight they completed the de-
struction begun by the Undaunted. Four
German destroyvers were sunk with 193
men. The British easualties were five
wounded,

i Destroyvers also served conspicuocusly
in the engagement of January 24 off
the Dogger bank in the North sea, be--
tween British and (German battle cruis-
ers. A fiotilla of patrolling British de-
stroyers, headed by the light cruiser
Aurora, sighted and attacked the ene-
my at 7:30 in the morning. The Ger-
man force consisted of three battle
cruisers, the armored cruiser Blucher,
six light cruisers and some destroyers.
The Germans turned and the British
destroyers pursued, followed by thelr
battle cruisers. At a distance of about
ten miles the battle cruiser Tiger open-
ed fire and a running fight began, which
énded in the sinking of the Blucher
with 635 officers and men and the seri-
ous injury of two of the German battle
cruisers. Dhuring the action the Ger-
man destroyers emitted vast volumes
of smoke from their funnels, in order
to obscure the movement of their cruls-
#rs. The British casualties were Very
=llght. One of their battle cruisers and
one destroyer were disabled and towed
into port.

*
% &

Count , von | Heventlow, the German
naval eritic, says, feelingly: “The tor-
pedo boat (destroyer) is the subma-
rine’s worst enemy.” The count Is qite
right, for, so far as is publicly known,
submarines have been sunk only by
swift light eruisers and destrovers dur-
ing this war. Indeed, if England had °
had enough destroyers to patrol fully—
the North sea and her territorial wa-
ters Geérmany's submarine blockade,
salight, relatively, as its results have
been, would have bLeen prevented
wholly.

There are several reasons for the ef-
fectiveness of destroyers working to-
gether in .close patrol over specified
stretches of sea. A submarine must
expose [ts periscope in order to sight
its target and-take- aim. This instru-
ment is essentially a revolving, right-
angled telescope, which views but a
sectlon of the horizon at one time. It
has many forms, but in most if not all
of them the enemy vessel {8 first “pick-
ed up” by i magn!fying lens on the
eyvepiece, and then ,with the magnifier
removed, the speed and course of the
target are estimated by normal vislon.
All of this takes a hrief but-appreciabls
time, durlng which an alert destroyer,
slghting the perigcope from its bridge,
can either leap to the spot and ram the

the intermittent way in which the sub-

marine blockade has been preased.

The investment of Santiago by Ad-
miral Sampson’s fleet was probably the
last Instance of battleships being used
in close blockade. As soon as the
present war started, the late Admiral
Mahan predicted that the blockade
proper would be maintained by numer-
ous light crulsers and destroyers. For

a time, the British also employed the

STATES DESTROYER DUNCAN UNDER FULL SPEED.

latter is led by light cruisers to their
preyv, whose probable location is know:y
from prior scouting. In close forma-
tion, at high speed, and with all lights
masked except a glimmer at the srern,
the destroyvers endeavor to get within
succegsful torpedo range.

The battleship's guard is assumed to
be her own screcning destrovers and
her searchlights sweeping the horizon.
but the value of the latter is open o

4 memorial to a pioneer of quaint, un-
u=ual apd charming  chiracter, and
whom thousands of the early settlers
fn Tndiana, Ohio and in other parte of
the Ohio valley cuine to think of fond-
Iy That man is best known te the peo-
ple of the middle west as Johnny Ap-
pleseed, and it is not clear that during
the many vears Johnny Appleseed was
cngaged in his peculiar philanthropy
the peopls he came incontact with on
his long travels knew him by any other
name, though persons whs &ave delved
into the suhject have learned ‘that the
name of this strange man was Jona-
than Chapman. 1

Johnny Appleseed planted apple seeds,
developed little apple nurseries and

UNITED STATES DESTROYER CASSIN.

hegvier,- out-of-date - vessels of what
they call the “Forlorn Hope' section
of their fleet, but the bitter lesson of
the loss of the Aboukir and her con-
egorts showed them that high speed was
the only protection sgainst submarine
attack, Since then, Mahan's prescrip-
tion, with added battle cruisers always
within call, has been followed. Until

UNITED STATES DESTROYER AYLWIN.

wounded. While their cruisers took
the principal part, the British offieial
report says: “The destroyvers them-

selves did not hesitate t© engage the
enemy's cruisers, both with guns and
torpedoes.” Had it not been for the
high speed of the Arethusa and her de-
stroyer flotilla, the German squadron
would have escaped.

Again, October 17, off the estuary of
the Ems, the light crulser Undaunted
and four destroyers on patrol were at-
tacked by German destroyer flotlllas.
At a range of flve miles the crulser
opened - fire with her six-inch guns, and
then she and the destroyers closed in
for a running fight. The destroyers
not only protected her from torpedo
attack, but one of them shot away one
of the funnels and the propeller of an
enemy ship, and throughout the short

~1 L ]

submarine or else shoot its periscope
away.

Again, for submerged running, the
submarine must charge its storage hat-
terles by operating its oll engines on
the surface for six or eight hours.
These engines, like those used in the
early automobiles, are still Iimperfect
and exceedingly nolsy. Sounds carty
far on a still night at sea, and the
racket made by hér machinery will
draw destroyers to the submarine like
moths to an are light.

Whert the war began Germany was
credited officially with thirty-one sub-
marines. Despite a year of feverish
building night and day, she is now said
to have only about seventy in commis-
slon. She has lost fully a score, If not
many more, by destroyers and engine
breakdowns. The latter would explaln

Italy entered the war, France also used
gixty destroyers and submarines in the
close blockade of the Austrian fleet in
the Adriatic, although she sorely nead-
ed light crulsers of the British Un-
daunted class to lead her flotillas.

A daylight attack on a battle fleet by
destroyver flotillas, except in the- melee
of a general action, would be futile,
since it would be repulsed savagely
both by guarding destroyers and by a
great volume of fire from the second-
ary barteries of the battleships. In
this battery and for -this purpose
the dreadnaught Pennaylvania ecarries
twenty-two five-inch rapld-fire guns,
which could wreck a destrover at a
range of 2,000 yards, 5 t

fleet attacks, daylight favors the
battleship and darkness the destroyer.
In night attack, a massed force of the

-

‘Eines,

question, since {t reveals her location.
While the beam cannot dazzle the tor-
pedo tube crews on the destroyer if
they use tinted glasses, it can be kept
steadily on the advancing craft to ald
the aim of the battleship’'s gunners.
For lack of actual war experience in
this mode of night attack, its value is
still debateable,

Intermittently, and especially since
the outbreak of this war, naval in-
ventors have advocated replacing the
destroyer by a vessel capable not only
of performing ite duty on the surface,
but of submerged running and attack
as well. Such a destroyer submersible
wouid have great military valus for
attack on fleets and fortifications, but
practical difficulties seem likely to pre-
vent its realization.

*
» ®

It Is possible, of course, to construct
a submarine cruilser of any reasonable
size, although increase of displacement
both lessens invisibility under water
and makes the hoat slower in diving.
When, however, such a submersible is
required to be as efficient on the sur-
face as the destroyer, submarine de-
Bigners advance strong and apparently
valld objections to the proposed com-
bination.

In the first place, the destroyer is
gpeed Incarnate, and everything else 1s
sacrificed to this one quality. She has
a long, lean, shallow hull of the fin-
est poseible lines, built as lightly as
seaworthiness will permit. Her en-
the acme of lightness and
strength, are, for her size, of enormous
power, weighing 33 per cent of her
displacement, as compared with ¥ per
cent for the dreadnaught. Her pro-
pellera are machined all over for ac-
curacy and are then polished Ilika
jewelry. It is evident that, for a ves-
sel to be as effective as the destroyer,
these conditions must be met in their
entirety.

Now, the conventional submarine hull
—clrcular in cross-section to resist ex-
ternal pressure—is unsuitable for driv-
ing at high apeed on the surface. The
destroyer submersible would therefore
require a double hull, ship-shaped
without and circular within. Such a
hull, substantially bullt to withstand
pressure, would be necessarily much
heavier than that of the destroyer, thus
reducing the welght available for en-
gine power and speed. To this excess
welght must be added that of the stor-
age batterles and motors for sub-
merged running. Finally, a propeller
has its maximum efficiency only at
the fixed resistance assumed in its de-
plgn. The destroyer submersible, on
the contrary, would have two wholly
different reeistances—that in surface
running and that when submerged,
since, in the latter case, the body to
be driven through the water not only
differs in shape, but is greater in vol-

made public distribution of the trees
throughout most of the Ohio river val-
ley and appendant country. His labor
was inspired purely by love of his fel-
low-man and the apple tree. He asked
no other reward than the approbation
of his conscience and the appreciation
of those persons whom he sought to
benefit, and in many thousands of In-
stances did henefit. He entered upon
this strange but valuable work when
seitlers wera beginning to set up their
rude huts in the Indian wilderness
along the Ohio river and the other
rivers tributory to it. He dled while
still engaged in his apple propaganda—
free distribution of seeds and trees,
and free instruction in the care and cul-
ture of the trees. His death came in
the spring of 1847, when he was smev-
enty-two years old, and at thai time
there was no better knownesmsn than
he in the wide region over which he
traveled, which was nearly alwaye on
Toot.
*
* %

All the old families in Indlana and
Ohio hold this old man in loving re-
membrance and most of the newcomers
into those parts have learned to re-
spect his memory.

In that country there are countiess
tales and legends concerning Johnny
Appleseed and it is sald that large
numbers of the trees, or at least a good
many of the trees which he grew from
seed, and then budded, are still bear-
ing. He was seventy-two years old
when his life work ended, and he had
heen epreading the gospel of the apple
since he was a voung man. It is not
known, or seems not to be known,
when Johnny Appleseed took up this
work, but it was certainly not later
than the year 1800, and it may have
been begun ten years earlier. At any
rate he concelved it to be his duty to
carry apple trees to the homes of the
settlers at about the time emigration
from the older states of the east be-
gan to set into the northwest terri-
tory. There have been a good many
romances told and written about
Johnny Appleseed, but hard facta con-
cerning the birth, youth and bring-
ing up of this strange man are few.

As Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and Il-
linois began to fill with settlers they
all kmew Johnny Appleseed, but then
his halr was beginning to whiten and
his shoulders to stoop, and they did
not learn very much abuut the youth of
the man. He distributed geed to those
whom he believed would know how to
take care of the seedlings and the
trees; he took care of seedlings him-
self, establishing nurseries at little set-
tlements in the wilds, and later actual-
1y set out or superintended the set-
ting out of orchards for the settlera.

But Jonafy Appleseed did not talk
much about his past. It was not that
he had anything to conceal, but to him
the past had served its purpose and was

b)

himself exclusively to promoting
benefit of other people without thought
of zain for himseilf. It was re: abile
to assume that such a man was slightiy

“touched” in the head. Then, Jobhuny
Appleseed was x man with a single idon
and a single purpose.  His mi=s on was
to give to other men ile henefits of
apple trees, It is quite likely thar a
man with a single idea and a =i
purpose  should  appear  “gueer’” 0
other persons if, indeed, he Jdigd not
actually become “queer.”

*

* *

When the important chapter in the

life of Johnny Appleseed opens he had
an orchard in the wild but growing
town of Pittsburgh, and the site of
that orchard was long, long ago bullt
over. Immigrants from eastern Penn-
sylvania, from Maryland and Virginia,
crozsing the Alleghenle=, destined for
the smection then called far west, which
is often now classed as in the effete
east, came to Pittsburgh to take passage
on the rough hoats that were poled
down the Ohio river, which was usually
in the spring at the times of high wa-
ter. The hlooming orchard of Jonathan
Chapman attracted many of these trav-
elers and fillled them with thoughts of
the homes they had left behind them.
There was a famous spring on Chap-
man's little farm and a great many
persons went there to drink. Loving
his own apple trees and Seeing so many
men and women leaving the east be-
hind them for the then little known
west, he conceived the plan of taking
apple trees to them. He collected the

pomace from the cider mills in the east
carefully washed out the apple s
and with a bag of them would start
into the wilderness at the first sugzes-
tion of spring. It was his mission to
promote orchards.

To some persons he would give sead,
and it is related that he gave some 1o
Isanc Stadden, a German farmer, who
had settled near the mouth of Licking
river, and that the nursery estublishel

there was the first in the new north-
west territory.
Johnny Appleseed planted u hed of

seed on the farm of Commodores Whip
Ple, near where stands Marietia, and
from that nursery distributed ivees
throughout the region. He also put in

norseries at various places along the
cariy

H.-

rivers Sciota and Miaml wvery
in the settlement of those rezions
was a frtend of the great Indian ch
Logan and because of acts of kindne=s
maintained friendly relations with tle
Indiane. He was also a friend of the
Blennerhassetts, who bought the Isle
la Beau in the Ohlo river, and which
is now called Blennerhassett Island, on
which fragments of the Blennerhasse!!
house were visible a few years aco and
probably still are. Harmon Blenn
hassett was born in Hampshire, Eng-
land, in 1764. He was of Irish blood.
He came to this country in 1796 and
bought the fisland, which 1s close to
the town of Marletta. His wife was
the granddaughter of Gen. Agnew of
the British army. Aaron Burr visited
at the Blennerhassett home and Blen-
nerhassett was involved in the Burr
conapiracy and his house was de-
stroyed, though he himseif was dis-
charged of the accusation of treason
in 1807. Later he became a cotton
planter mnear Port Gibeon, La., and
failing, began the practice of law In
Montreal. He dled in England in 1831
and his widow came to this country
to press upon Congress the Blenner-
hassett claim for redress. She died In
New York In 1841.

The Blennerhassetts knew Johnny
Appleseed well and were often with
him on hia tours through that part of
the country. But, then, all the old or
early settlers in tha Ohio river country
knew Johnny Appleseed.

Getting Round It.

OHN L. SULLIVAN sald at an Atlan-

tic City dinner party:

~You can't cheat the booze, The booz.
mekes you pay up. You can't get round
the penance of the booze like Dennis

“Dennis and Shamus were walking up
a steep hill with their ghoes full of
peas—a penance put on them-by Fathe:
John.

*“‘Dennis,’ shouted Shamua, ‘wait v
me'! Sure, Dennis, and how Is it yon
can walk so fast without Ulmpin’, while
I can hardly get on at all, at all”

““Why, Shamus,’ says Dennis, =ur-
prised like. ‘I biled my peas ufore I
put ‘em in my shoes. Didn't you: "

An Extremist.

ISCUSSING the law against aigreties
with & group of actresses in New
York, Douglas Fairbanks said:

“T agree with you. When the aigreties
are extracted painlessly from the liv-
ing bird—which, you say, Is the new
method—then this law against them Le-
comes absurd.

“1t {s llke the girl at the shore wlo
was a great bird'lover. A man sald to
h.;‘r':.\ great bird lover, but she carvies
the thing too far. She refused to tuke
a moonlight row with me the other
night because some one told her that
1 feathered my oars.’"




