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NATIONAL DEFENSR
PROBLEMS.

X.——Lessor;s_;f the War..
Battleships.

By Frederic J. Haskin. [

The man on the street is to be treat-
ed to a surprise when the reports
which naval experts are to make to the
Fresident, and upon which the Presl-
dent will base recommendations to
Congress, are made public. This sur-
prise will be due to the fact that the
naval authorities of the nations will
say that the submarine is of little im-
portance and that the dreadnaught still
rules the waves.,

This, the experts hold, is ona of the
big lessons of the war, but one that is
not apparent to the casual observer.

The submarine hus been one of the
most striking developments of the
great conflict, has attracted more at-
tention than any other of the new de-

vices. Yet 1t has falled to materially
interfere with the commerce of Great
Britain or France or to have any effect
upon their dominance of the seas. The
ships of England have gone steadily
about their business despite it and the
logses of vessels leaving British ports
has heen but two in a thousand. The
4998 have borne’ their cargoes to the
porta for which they cleared. The
logsses have been accepted as a chance
of war and have not prevented other
ships from putting forth.

A path of the sea has been steadily
kept open between England and Franes,
soldlers have been freely transported
and supplies have gone forward in a
constant stream. The loss of trans-
ports or fighting ships has bheen so
slight as to amount to almost nothing.

*
* X
Yet, the experts point out, the condi-
tions roundabout England are ideally

ad vantageous

Success of Craft to submarine

i warfare. Ger-
Due to Conditions. many has had
her own home ports as a basis of oper-
ations, and the sea lanes leading out
from British harbors have been In easy
reach of the German base. The same Is
true of the Ttalian ports with rela-
tion to Austria. Yet the submarine
has proved itself but a wasp that could
sting most aggravatingly at times, but
which could inflict no mortal wound.
If submarines could not prove them-
selves a vital element in a war be-
tween Ruropean natlons situated as
are those engaged in the present con-
fAiet, it i3 = that it would deserve
little constde on in any conflict with
anv nation that could he considered an
anthitious possible enemy of the United
The distance that lies between
this 'nunrr\' and any other that is at
all powerful would reuder the subma-
rine so much less effective than It is
around England that Uncle Sam would
have little to fear from it.
Edqually  interesting Is the expert
opinion upon the part that the dread-
ngught has playved in the present war
and upon its importance in a conzider-
ation of possibilities that may arise.
The biz figbting craft have made so0
few spectacular appearances thut they
haye heen almost forgotten and the
public has begun to =ay that the hig
ships are a thing of the past and that
future naval battles will be fought by
submarines and small, fast cruisers.
With this opinion the experts
strenuously disagree. They state that
the preatest victory of the war so far
has been won by the battleship, almost
without having fired a shot. That vie-
tory is the dominance of the seas. The
hattleships of Great Britain have bhot-
tled up Germany Thelr very presence
in hidden havens around Scotland or
Treland, or wherever they are, has pre-
vented the German fleet from leaving
its home ports. They have in this way
mpude It possible that German merchant
ships should be driven from the seas
and that German trade should pe en-
tirely cut off. : : :

s - ‘

The navy men hold that the feature
that promises to eventually conclude
the war -is
Point Out Measures this bottling

% up of the
That Will End War. __ .\ na.

tions and the consequent exhaustion of
something that is essential to its carry-
ing on. If the central nations are aven-
tualiy successful they must establish
a dominance of the seas, an accomplish-
ment possible enly through meeting the
enemy fleet and defeating It This
would have to he done hy hig ships,
The importance of this dominance of
the =seas is pointed out by the experts
when they gay that if the central na-
tinns should defeat Russia and Franece
and all their continental enemies they
would still be blocked off from worid
commerce and would suffer more from
a continuation of the struggle than
would Great Britain. Only big ships
would bring them relief.

The fighting between ships of the
navies of the warring nations has been
chiefly among the smaller units, the
cruisers. In all of those contests the
victory has been won by the vessel that
carried the biggest guns. The #ix-inch
gun has dominated the four-lnch, and
has in turn gone down hefore that of
a larger caliber. Speed has proved [t-
self of importance chiefly in running
away, and the results of the war would
indicate that it was of less lmportance
than was previously thought. 1t s not
of great offensive valde.

_Ti:in dominance of the blg gun has
given an added importance to the big
ship, for ft is those vessels that may
carry them. In the end, the authorities
say, a4 =hip must meet the enemy, and
there must be a grapple to determine
which dies first. The biggest guns are
almost sure to survive.

*
x *

A= far back as 1903 the general board
of the navy recommemled that a con-
tinuing plan of con-
Etruction he adopt-
«d that would pro-

View of Navy's
General Board

< duce, by 1919, 4 bat-
tleship fleet of forty-eight hig ships
and smaller eraft In proportion. Be-
inning at that time, it would have
een necessary to bulld two hig ships
each year to accomplish that end. Con-
gresg failed to Keep pace with this

plan It appropriated some yvears for

two battleships and some yeurs for one.

::1‘“?[':': A L'!.OL::I’ {::': g:::l::::::: The general board still held that Its
Balliug every 28 days from Vancouver, B. Q. plan to look to the future and provide
Lpply (\.“J“ Pacifie Rallway, 1418 New York | & NaVY of a given 8ize at a glven time

auﬁ‘Wuhl ton, D. C.., or to the Canadign | Was the correct ane. It therefore rec-
‘. I.'l:‘l_.la d."l Mall Line, #40 Beymour st., | ommended the building of an additional
ancouver, ship on years following provision Ior

laying down but one. Bo [t came to

UNION-CASTLE

FRIGA = LINE

Sanderson & Bon, Gen. Pussenger Agents,
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For Your Vacation—

» BERMUDA

9-Day Tour—All Expenses, $45.50 Up
loilmired Attractions for Varatiooists
Conjer than Middle Atlantic Coast Resorts.
Send for Low Rate Inclusive Tour Clrcular.

"
Twin Bermudian”
Baf ort- Sails Altarnate
and Baturdays,
m!}f‘s 8. 32 Broadway, N. Y.

Or any Locai Ticket Agent.

FABRE LINES = PARIS

AFLER A\D MARSEILLES
SANT" A.vu .Bept. T | PATRIA (pew).Sept. 30
Via Anores, thun and f‘lbrlllar
SEPTEMEBER R

ROMA,
Jas. W. Elwell & (o., G. A., 17 State 5t., N. Y.
BARBADOS, BAHIA

S.MTM RIO DE JANEIRD, SANTOS

B0 & BUENOS AYRES

Lamport & Holit Line

rnq-m ﬁll.ll ':f-w York by new and
zmm m‘tr Bteamers
IL“ & DA'\lElb hr:n Agts.,

ask for as many as four ships in a year,
At present the bullding plan of the ex-
perts {8 behind by the matter of elght
ships. There are now thirty-two bat-
tleships in the firet line. It would be
necessary, that the plan of forty-eight
ships in 1919 be realized, that battle-
ship production be very materially
spesded up,

The general hoard has made the same
recommendstion each year sinece 1%03.
Itg membership has changed over and
over again, its pulding geniuses have
come and gone, secretaries, administra-
tlons, parties, have assumed authority
and given it up. But the generel hoard,
the official expert body to whom the
task of determining the size of navy
needed {8 delegated, has remained con-
stant in its belief that the plan laid
down should be followed.

Expert observers and naval attachea
abroud have exerted every energy to
learn the lessons of the European war,
and have reported in minute detall to
the home government. The bureau of
intelligence of the Navy Department

has operated as its clearing house. The
general board has weighed all facts
that have been developed.
L 4
= W

Now the Presldent has asked the See-

retary of the Navy to make to kim a re-

port of the needs of

Probable Result the navy in the face
of the Inquiry. .,

the past year.

I 53 auERIC

of the developments
The Secretary will rely on his

REPLACING STONE STEPS ON EAST FRONT OF THE CAPITOL.

and those men will repeat the advice
that they have glven each year since
1803, There is, they will say, nothing
in the present conflict that disproves
the correctness of thelr old position.
The nation should have forty-elght bat-
tleships in 1919, and the necessary aux-
iliaries to make up a well balanced
fleet.

The second element in a well balanced
fleet, in the opinion of the general
board, is the destroyer. Whenever a
battleship Is put Into commission, four
destroyers should accompany it. These
are the scouts of the fleet, the screens
of the dreadnaughts. They do the work
that is performed by battle cruisers in
the navies of Europe, for the American
fleet manages to get along without
cruisers because they are not so nearly
indispensable as are battleships or de-
stroyers, and there is no money for
trimmings.

The United States now has bullding a
few great seagoing submarines that are
helieved to be the most ambitious ma-
chines of the kind in the world. The
nation of the west usually leaps to
t he ultimate of the possibilities of a
new development much gquicker than do
European countries. In addition near-
Iy a score of coast defense subma-
rines are now being built. These are
of & much smaller type and are not in-
tended to attempt the very difficult
frat of operating with the fleet,

The general board has not changed
its view since it made its last official
declaration on the character of the
fleet, which was as follawsa:

“In the matter of battleships the gen-
eral hoard remains of the opinion It
has alwayvs held—that command of the
seas can only be gained and held by
vessels that ean take and keep the sea
in all times and In all weathers and
nvercome the strongest enemy vesasels
that may be hrought against them.
Other types are vrluable and have
their particular uses, all of which are
indispensable but lmited in character.
But what has been true throughout all

naval wars of the past, and what is
equally true today, is that the back-
lone of any mavy that can command

the sea consista of the strongest sea-
zoing, sea-keeping ships of its day—
ity bLattieshipa™

*

* *

The exparts clte the fact that at the
termination of the civil! war the mon-
itor was hailed as

Monitor Proves the battleship of

P . the future, ~ Rat
Its Limitations. the monitor soon
proved itas limitations, When the de-

stroyer waa first brought to a high
degrea of efficlency, with speed ax-
ceeding any battleship, with ita torpedo
tubes handy for the launching of those
deadly missiles, with the possibility of
stealing in upon the big ships in fog
or darkness, it was hailed as sounding
the death knell of the big ship. So
with the submarine. Yet the big ship
etill survives and in it still lies the
pogsibility of making the United States
immune to attack.

The experts will warn the natlon
agalnst the neglect of the development
of this keystone of the fleet in favor
of underwater craft.

CHAPLAIN BROWN TO0 RETIRE.

Former “Rough Rider” Ends Active

Army Career Tomorrow.

Chaplaln Henry A. Brown, attached
to the 1at Battallon of Engineers at
Washington barracks, tomorrow will
Le placed on the retired list of the
army with the rank of lleutenant
colonel. That action was taken on his
own application under the provisions
of the gepecial act of Congress ap-
proved March 4, 1915, authorizing the
retirement in the next higher grade
of all officers who served three years
or more in connection with the con-
struction of the Panama canal.

Chaplain Brown now holds the rank
of major and Is one of the senior offi-
cers in hias corps. Ha is a graduate
of Oberlin College, class of 1888, and
served as chaplain of the 1st United
States Volunteer Cavalry (Rough
Riders) during the Spanish war. In
Novembher, 1808, he was appointed post
chaplain in the regular army and
reached hls pregent grade of major
in November, 1908, Most of his early
service was in the artillery arm of the
army. He was transferred to the En-
gineer Corps in May, 1908,

Britain Takes on 104 Citizens.

Correspondenco of the Associsted Press.
LONDON, August 18.—There were 104
casern of admission to British natinn-
ality during the meonth of July. Five
of the new British citizens were for-
merly Americans, twentyv-five were
Germans, thirty-four were Russians

and four were Belgiang, Of tha twenty-
five Germans twenty-two were cases
of readmission of Britizh-born widows.
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BY THORNTON W. BURGESS,
(Copyright, 1915, by J. G. Llayd.)

A Little Cloud Saves Sticky

Toes.
The rain {a coming, coming soon:
I hope ‘twill come this afternoon.

So sang Sticky-Toes tha Tree Toad
over in the Old Orchard, and all the
little meadow and orchard and forest
people rejoleed, for there had heen no
rain for so long that there was not
one who did not suffer. But the hours
slipped by and etill jolly, rournd, bright

Mr. Sun smiled as bhroadly as ever, and|

the heat was even greanter than bafore,

and there was no slgn of rain. Any-
way, there was no sign that any one
but Sticky-Toes could understand. You

see he could feel In the air something
that warned him that raln wouhl come
soon. He ecould feel It hecause Old
Mother Nature has given him the power
to feel it.

By and by, as there was no sign of
rain that the other little people could
see, they lost their good spirits and felt
just as miserable as hefore. Tndeed,
they felt more miserable than before.
You see they were dlsappointed as well
as uneomfortable.  Then they began to
grumble, and pretty =oon some of them
tegan to say ugly things abont Sticky-
Toes hecause he had promised rain and
there was no rain.

“He's played a trick on us. Yes, sir,
that's just what he's done,” sald Sammy

POMPEIAN
OLIVE OIL-
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$1 Double-Bed
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T ood Quality
Double-hed "Size
Crochet Bed-

Double Stamps Every Day Till Noon

85c Sateen

Petticoats

59c

Fine Saft-finish
Sateen Under-
skirts, ful! width
and pretty pleat-

spreads; pretty
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10c Yard-wide Bleached Cambric
Good soft finish bleached cambrie,
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full yard
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Very special at
a0,
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Poplin 18

materials

prettier.
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made with
with
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hack.
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44,
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at $12.95

215 Is the Downtown Price.

for fall suits—and
cut in the newest of the sea-
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special

convertible velvet collar, and
straight,
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The miltlary
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SUITS

New Fall Millinery
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sruare-cut
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effect is
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Combinations

Of Satin and Velvet

of black vwvelvet facings and pink,
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turned-up effects or straight sailor styles.
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Special for Wednesday
New Fall Dress of
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Trimmed Hats,
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5¢ Handkerchiefs
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$1.25 Maids’ Uniforms
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Button
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good fitting shapes. Spe-
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up to El,s,.

For Boys
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est wear. Made especial-
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Special price,
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with «double sole, high
spliced heel and rein-
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$1 Silk Camisoles
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with lace and sllk
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$1.49

shouldar straps.

$1 Waists, 55¢

Summer Waists must go! Not
one of these walsts is worth less
than $1 and furthermore they were
made to sell at this price. Volles,
Lawns, Organdies, Handkerchlef
Linens, Silk Mulls, Embroidered
Voiles, Lawns and Crepes.

$1 & $1.98 Summer
Dresses, 69¢

Beautiful lot and beautiful as-
sortment of materials and styles.
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bl cl
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‘a thing like that just to make us more

Jay. "“He wouldn't call rain when we
needed it 80 much, and now he's prom-
ising rain when there isn't a slgn of it.
I believe he made us all glad just to
see us disappointed.”

“Perhaps he really thought it was
going to rain. I don’t believe he'd do

miserable,” said Peter Rabbit,
“Maybe w¥you don't, but I do,” de-

clared Sammy, who was judging
Sticky-Toes by himself. "Listen to
him now. It's hotter than ever, and

vet he's stlll saying it's going to main.
Much he knows about it!" Sammy
quite forgot that he had been one of
those who had believed the foolish
story that Sticky-Toes could eall rain.
“He ought to be taught a lesson,” con-
tinued Sammy. "We know where he is

“I DON'T BELIEVE HE'D DO A THING
LIKE THAT JUST TO MAKE US
MORE MISERABLE,” SAID PETER
RABBIT.

now, and we can punish him for not
calling rain before and for playing such
a trick as this”

Now, if Sticky-Toes had stopped call-
ing that it was going to rain, It might
have ended with no more than a little
grumbling on the part of his neighbors.
But he didn't stop calling. You see, he
still had that gueer feeling which he
knew meant rain, and so he kept call-
ing out the good news as cheerily as

good news that he didn’t see them until
they reached the tree wheres he was
and formed an angry circle around him.
At least the feathered people did that.
Those who could neither fly nor climb
sat on the ground underneath and
looked on. It was too late to even try
to hide. Sticky-Toes broke off his eall
right in the middle aml gulped very
hard as he looked at the angry faces
about him.

“What do you mean by fooling u=s
in this way?"' demanded Sammy Jay.

“In what way? asked Sticky-Toes
in a faint voice.

“Ry spreading a false report! By
telling an untruth! By making us a2l
happy and glad only to make na more
miserable than ever., By telling us that
it is going to rain when there isn't a
sign of rain!” sputterod Sammy Jay.
“Now we are going to tench you a les-
son vou will never forget!” He darted
at Sticky-Toes, and poor little Sticky-
Toes escaped his sharp bill only by a
sudiden jump. Then the other birds fol-
lowed Sammy's example, and it cer-
tainly looked as if this was to be the
end of little Sticky-Toes the Tree Toad.
It was just at this minute that FPeter
Rabbit looked up at the sky.

“There's a cloud,” he cried, excitedly.

y [ oNough

Everybody stopped to- lock. Bure

there was a -cloud It -was a
very little one, but {t was a cloud.
While they were looking Sticky-Toes
disappeared.

HUCESTER IS DROWNED.

‘James Berrell and Outfit Swept

Down Stream Near Hyattsville.

Specia] Mspatch to The Star.
HYATTSVILLE, Md,
James Berrell, colored, a huckster, of
Washington, was drowned in _the
Northwestern bhranch, near here, yes-
terday afternoon, and the body has not
yet been recovered. Berrell attempted
to cross the stream at Highland avénue
with a load of watermeloas. When in
the middle of the branch the swift
current upset  the wagon, fthrowing
Berrell Into the water. Dick Wood,
colorad, who witnessed the accident,
threw Rerrell a rope, but the drowning
man missed it and sank. Tha wagon
and horse were swept down siream

August 31.—
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The Wills

Of many prominent men and women name the Union Trust
Company as executor and are placed for safeKeeping in our

The example of these people can be profitably followed
by every individual, whether his estate is large or small.
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New Hours

Beginning Tomorrow—

9t 6

ANOTHER SENSATIONAL SALE
Dresses

[.ast week’s sale is fresh in the memory of hundreds of delighted—and disappointed visitors.
In little more than three hours the entire remaining Summer Dresses here—385 of them—were
Twice as many more could have been sold.
% and better dresses from the leading makers, supplying the Palais Royal.

Dresses Worth Up to $12.00

And now comes the purchase of as good

ever. Thﬁ more he c?lled the more it o
got on the nerves o his neighhbors. STELLWAGE sider >
They just ?oulgn't s;ﬂnd it to hear him ERVRED . N, Pre. t ::;
so cheerful when they felt so miser- t“. 2 I i Y lR - 2
able, and so they Imga}n to think over IT[ estpaldml 0 dOll :;
what Sammy Jay had said, and the -
more they thought of it the angrier 0 Sa Accounts oawdméA@un‘ts %
thevy grew, until at last some of them |« - o
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On sale tomorrow

morning

Offered in Three Great Lots :

LOT 1

By Actual Count 79 I On Sale Tomorrow }
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promptly at 9 o’clock, 791 dresses
including prizes worth $10 and
$12.

A collection including not only
street dresses, but daintiest of
evening and dancing frocks, built
on separate bodices. Each a per-
fect specimen of the dressmakers’
art.

Tailored dresses, lingerie
dresses, tiered, circular and flared
dresses, elaborate and simple
dresses; dresses for every phase
of woman, for every occasion.

Prices, $1, $2 and $3 for values
to $12.00, beginning tomorrow
morning, on street floor, in main
aisle, facing elevators.
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the needlework will convince the
most critical connoisseur that

these dresses are something

different, and every way superior
to the garments usually found

in “a sale.”

It is not illogical—such values
are onhly possible ’tween seasons
—and note that the makers have
to be a month or two ahead of a
season. Thus these dresses you
can wear out of doors all Sep-
tember and indoors at all seasons.

At $1, $2 and $3, beginning to-
morrow morning at 9 o’clock.
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