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MEXICAN PROBLEM
1S TAKEN UP AGAIN

Secretary Lansing and Pan-
American Envoys Meet
in New York.

CARRANZA TO BE ASKED
TO SEND REPRESENTATIVE

Warning to Americans to Quit
Northern Mexico Doesn't
Foreshadow Recognition.

NEW YORK, September 18.—
Secretary Lansing and the pan-
'American diplomats resumed
their efforts to solve the Mexican
problem today at a conference
here in the Hotel Biltmore. The
Secretary of State came here from
Washington last night on his way
to spend a vacation in northern
New York, and the representa-
tives of the South and Central
American republics gathered from
Washington and their summer

quarters.

The diplomats had before them the
latest official information relating to
the relative military supremacy of the
contending factions in Mexico. Their
accepted policy was that eventually the
party which can demonstrate its su-
perior strength and its ability to en-
force a stable government shall receive
support and recognition. There was
no thought that this guestion could be
settied at today's meeting. The con-
flicting claims of the opposing move-
ments in Mexico must be exhaustively
considered. 5

Invitation to Carranza.

One point apparently already agreed
uponr was that Gen. Carranza would be
asked to send a representative to meet
the conferees. Simllar invitations will
be extended to the other leaders. The
shifting military situation In Mexico
and the claims of the warring chief-
tains offer a difficult barrier to any de-
cision regarding the territory and pop-
ulation under the respective controls.

The diplomats here to confer with
Becretary Lansing are the ambassador
of Argentina, Brazil and Chile, the A,
B. C. powers, who figured in the con-
ference at Niagara Falls, and the min-
Isters of Bollvia, Uruguay and Guate-
mala.

Mexicans, Seeking a Fight,
Bring on a Border Clash;
Two Engagements Bloodless

Reports to the War Department to-
day concerning the firing across the
Mexicon border yesterday, told of in
mews dispatches, declared that there
were two engagements, and that al-
though no one was killed, “it was evi-
dent that the attack-was made by Car-
ranza soldiers, and that their com-
mander endeavored to make it appear
that our scldiers fired first.” The re-
port was signed by Col. Blocksom, the
United States Army officer in charge
where the =hooting took place.

Diplomatic interest in the Mexican
%ituation today shifted to New York,
where the pan-American diplomats are
conferring on the possibility of peace.
Secretary Lansing of the State Depart-
ment left for New York last night to
attend the meetinge.

In the meanwhiie the most important
report received in Washington was that
from Col. Bocksom. Yesterday morning
the sheriff reported to him that an em-
pioye of the Diega ranch near the
Brownsville pumping station had been
fired on. Col. Blocksomn sent Lieut.
tilase to the scene with twenty men.
Just as he arrived a shot was fired,

Lieutenant Appears Alone.

The lieutenant left his detachment
under cover and appeared on the bank
alone with his hat in his hand. He saw
a man on the opposite hank fishing and
called to him. The fisherman, the re-
port says, went back to the levee and
picked up his rifle, reappearing with
four others, all of whom opened fire on
Glass, ru shots having yet been fired
by the American troops. Glass im-
mediately got under cover and ordered
hi= men to open fire. The Mexicans
Were immmediately reinforced by another
[ 11 1. About noon, the report says,
American (Consul Johnston informed
Col. Hlocksom that American soldlers
were firing at Mexican soldiers, but
that the Aexicans were not returnig
the fire, and asked Col. Bocksom to stop
the firing

“l sent word to Lleut. Glass to with-
draw,” Col. Blocksom telegraphed, “‘hut
be had already done so

In another engagement fifty Mexi-
eans appeared on the river bank oppo-
pit= Red House ferry and 100 shots
Were exchanged, but there were no
gm.n.mltlﬂs. according to a report made

¥ Maj. Anderson at Harlingen.

Villa Expresses Surprise.

Maj. Gen. Scott, chief of staff of the
frmy, has received through a New
York agent of Gen Villa a personal
telegram from the Mexican general ex-
préssing surprise at the recent warn-
fng to United States citizens to leave
northern Mexico, Gen. Scott is well
Requainted with Gen. Villa, aml the
two have conferred on Mexican af-
f.;.,'nq several times. Colncidentally the
Biate Department has made public an
announcement sayving that the warning
to Unitedd States citizens to leave north-
ern Mexico should npot be construed as
Indicating an intention on the part of
the United States to favor any partic-
ular faction. It has been widely print-

ed that the warning to Upited States
Citizens was the first step toward the
recognition of Carranza, but this s
oflicially denied.

Gen. Villa's telegram, received by

Gen, Seott, 18 a8 follows:

“l thank you for your communlcation
End beg you to manifest respectfully
1o the government of the United States
gat it caused us great surprise that

¢ government has given such in-
Fyuctions to American residents in the
tone dominated by our forces, because

e have always glven every kind of
rmrantee and protection to foreigners

9l we fail to understand the motive
5;:- such action. Please manifest that

zone completely safe for foreigners
and outeide of any danger is the one
from .Jiminez to the border north, and
;uen__ here in the Laguna district the

oreigners will have all necessary pro-
tection and will only be exposed to the
gl‘encles of war in case the enemy

PAY FOR MUNITIONS
OBSTACLE T0 LOAN

Majority of American Bankers
Apparently Oppose Com-
mission’s Program.

OTHER UNSETTLED POINTS
NOT A BAR TO AGREEMENT

Interest Rate Probably 'Will Be §
Per Cent, With No Under-
writing Profits.

NEW YORK, September 18.-—The two
parties to the negotiations looking to
the creation of a mammeoth credit loan
here to Great Britaln and France met
in secret again today in an effort to ad-
just their differences over this gues-
tion:

“Shall the blig credit—billion dollar
or otherwise—provide funds for the
payment of munitions of war as well
a8 wheat, cotton and other commodi-
ties, or shall a separate and distinct
method be adopted in settling the bill
for rifles, shrapnel, war automobiles,
aeroplanes and other items coming un-
der the meaning of the word muni-
tions?"

The Anglo-French financial commis-
=ion, which lg conducting negotlations
on behalf of Great Britain and France,
is said to want the credit to take care
of munitions.

American Bankers Divided.

The American bankers, or what ap-
pears to be a majority of them, ap-
parently do not. In their camps, how-
ever, there is marked division of opin-
ion, while the commission is reported
to be unanimous.

On the following things both parties
are said to have reached an agree-
ment:

The life of the loan is to be five
years, ten years or from five to ten
years, as may¥ be deemed advisable

tc be first lien (first mortgage) bonds
on Great Britain and France jointly;
and the collateral, it having been
agreed that there shall be no collat-
era

Points of Disagreement.

On the other hand there {8 an appar=-
ent disagreement on thesge features of
the proposed credit:

The question of including munitions
of war; the matter of Russia's partici-
pation, and the interest rate. The last
named, it is said, however, Is practi-
cally settled, as the commission has
taken the positive stand that Great
Britain and France will not pay more
than a straight 5 per cent Iinterest
rate, bankers and investors to obtain
the bonds on the same terms. If this
be the case there Will be no under-
writing syndiecate, no big fees for
placing the lgan, ang the subscription
books will be opened to all comers,
pro-German or pro-ally.

So-called pro-German financiers of
New York, it is sald, are willing to
subseribe llberally to such a loan it
none of the money be spent in paying
for munitions of war.

A possible solution for the vexing
munitions questions is the suggestion
that such shipments be paid for in
gold, to be shipped here by Great Brit-
ain and France.

Prepared to 8hip Gold.

It {8 a matter of general knowledge
that the two natlons are prepared to

(Continued on Second Page.)
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WELL WORTH
READING
TOMORROW

“AUSTRIAN CHILDREN PUT
THEIR SHOULDERS T THE
WHEEL,' the story of what
tiny potriots are doing to help
their countri.

“AN  AMERICAN BANK IN
SOUTH AMERICA" another of
the “trade relations™ articles, by
ROBERT F. WILSGN,

“WHERE IS ALL THE MONEY
COMING FROMP asks BUE-
TON J. HENDRICHK, referring
to the vast erpendifures for the
war in Eunrope.

“WHAT THE WASHINGTON
AUMMER CAMPE HAVE
DONE FOR CHILDREN THIS
SEASON.”

«TiHE BROWN EYES OF THE
LAW.” an entertaining story, by
HOLWORTHY HALL

LNEW SUPERINTENDENT OF

CENTRAL UNION MISSION
BELIVES IN BJFOUP, S0OAP
AND SALVATION"

“WHEN SHE BRAID ‘YES'"—a
double-page spread of photo-
graphs from wmoving picture
films.

CHARLES M. PEPPER tells how
CANADA is one of England's
chief rescrve TESOUrcos.

STHE FOOL MAKER an amusing

story, by OCTAVUSE ROY
COHEN.

FRANE G. CARPENTER writes of
the new Rtio de Janeiro.

“A WOMAN WHO MAKER
$o0 WORTH OF FLIES

EACH YEAR™
“SAFEGIARDING FAMILIES

FROM POVERTY BY KNOW-

ING HOW TO MAKE A WILL"

ASHMUN BROWN interviews the
“FATHER OF THE SIUR-
MARINE IN AMERICAN

NAVAL FORCES™"

“THE FIRST WOMAN PLUMBER”
and “SHALL I INVEST IN
OIL STOCKS

“U. 8 REPRESENTATIVES

ABROAD WORK TO BRING
WORLD TRADE TO AMER-
ca”

San Blas Indians of Panama open
“FORBIDDEN COAST” to for-
eigners after 0 years.

“ALL WASHINGTON, IT SEEMS,
IS NOW PLAYING TENNIS.»

IN THE
SUNDAY STAR

.~ §Coptinued op Becond Fage)

later; the form of the bonds, which are !

NOT T0 PRESS
FOR POTONIAC DAN

Secretary Garrison Thinks
Project Good, But Believes
It Should Wait.

WATER SUPPLY ADEQUATE
FOR COMING FIVE YEARS

Federal Government Not Greatly
Interested in Early Develop-
ment of Power.

Secretary Garrison is fully impressed
with the great advantages of the falls
of the Potomac for supplylng power
for federal and municipal purposes In
the Distriet of Columbia, but he does
not feel justified at this time in asking
Congress to appropriate for the pro-
posed power plant just above Chain
bridge, estimated to cost altogether
£17.271,600.

Early last month he had a conference
on the subject with Commissioner New-
man and a committee of the Chamber
of Commerce, with special reference to
the submission to Congrees at the com-
ing session of estimates for beginning
the construction of the power plant
and providing for an increased water
supply. He called on Gen. Kingsman,
chlef of engineers, for a special report
on the subject, and the latter has had
numerous conferences with Col. Flag-
ler, the engineer officer in charge of
the water supply system, and with Col.
Jadwin, the engineer officer at the War
epartment in special charge of such
questions.

Letter to Mr. Newman.

The result of these deliberations is
embodied in a letter just sent by Sec-
retary Garrison to Distriect Commis-
sioner Newman, in which the Secre-
tary sayvs:

“Referring to the conference of Au-
gust 4, 1415, with yourself and the gen-
tlernen representing the Chamber eof
Commerce of the city of Washington,
relating to the Great Falls power proj-
ect, I beg to inform vou as follows:

“The bill S. 3931 Sixty-third Congress,
second session, considered at the con-
ference, proposes the executlon of proj-
ect No. 3, described in the report of
Col. W. C. Langfitt, Corps of Engineers,
published in House Document Neo. 1400,
Hixty-second Congress, third session.
This project proposes the comblnation
of a power development and an in-
crease of the water supply of the city
of Washington, at an estimated cost of
15,021,600,

“Jt was the view at the time and un-
til reecently that work for increasing
the water supply should be commenced
in the near future. However, in his
annual report thle year the then Dis-
trict engineer officer reported that on
account of the installation- of meters
and other measures taken to reduce
consumption per caplta, it would ap-
pear that the work, so far as the In-
crease of the water supply was con-
cerned, need not commejice before 1920,
and that experlence may then. show it
safe to postpone commencement for
several yvears more. The advisability of
undertaking the project In the near
future must therefore depend upon the
advantages expected from the power
development.

Full Power for Economy.

“The economies of the development
have been guestioned in some quarters.
the estimate cited above contemplated
the generation of only power sufficient
to meet the needs of the federal and
District government.

“A jater study made in the District
office indicates that this partial devel-
opment of power will not be econom-
{eal, and that if work is undertaken it
should” be on the basis of developing
the full power. The cost of such devel-
opment is placed at $12,799,000, inde-
pendent of any features for increasing
the water supply, estimated to cost
about $4,472.600 additional, making the
total cost of the power plant and in-
crease of water supply $17.271,600. In
additlon & 8team reserve must be main-
tained. as the flow of the river is occa-

sionaily Insufficlent to generate the
average load which the plant should
CATTY.

“The question of abandoning the
plan of combining water supply with
the power plant and obtalning the in-
crease of water supply from the Patux-
ent river has also been considered. It
ig, however, the present view of the
chief of engineers and myself that any
increase of water supply should be ob-
tained from the Potomac river, and
power development if constructed first
ghould be so done that no unnecessary
increase of expense will be incurred
later.

“There Is now, however, being bullt
by the Treasury Department a central
heat and power plant which ig under-
stood to be planned to furnish in con-
nection with the Capitol plant, ade-
quate power for practically all federal
services in the Distriet of Columbia, so
that, as far as the federal government
is concerned, it {8 anticipated that pow-
er can shortly be obtained at a rea-
sonably economical rate.

Wise Policy for Future.

“From the information at hand, I am
nevertheless of the opinion that the
undertaking will certainly eventually
be wise public policy and that the pow-
er proposition will become more at-
tractlve as coal increases in price.

“In wvlew, however, of the circum-
stances recited of the many urgent
niutters to be financed by the govern-
ment in the near future, and of the ad-
ditional time rendered available for In-
creasing the water supply, I am not
vet prepared to recommend the sub-
mission of an estimate.

“A new District engineer officer has
recently taken chayge of the aqueduct,
and as he will probably be charged
with the construction of the power
plant if Congress should declde to en-
ter upon the work, it wil] be well for
him to have opportunity to atudy the
plans and to make such suggestions as
he may find desirable. The study of this
matter will, therefore, be continued,
and if the District Commissioners de-
sire to shoulder the responsihility of
submitting an estimate at thls time for
teginning the work, it ls poasible that
information sufficient will have been
obtained to enable the departmi®nt to
throw further light on the proposition
when it reaches the stage of hearings
before the committees of Congress.”

Rockefeller Repudiates Interview.
NEW YORK, September 18.—An-
nouncement has been made from John
D. Rockefeiler's office here that Mr.
Rockefeller had been communicated
with regarding a published Interview,
under date of Cleveland, Ohio, In which
Mr. Rockefeller was quoted as saying
in effect that he would not confider
taking a part in the war loan now un-
der negotiation by the Anglo-French
commission and that both England and
Russia had asked him for loans, which
were refused.

Mr. Rockefeller's reply to the inquiry
from his office hers was that he “gave

out absolutely me interview whatso-
oveR™ 4 . 1
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PREPARING AGAINST PREPAREDNESS.

FRENCH DESTROY
TURKISH POSITION

Enemy Mine Gallery Blown Up
Without Loss—Moslems
Claim Gains.

LONDON, September 18.—The de-
struction of a Turkish position on the
Gialltpoll peninsula by the French
forces was announced today by the
French war office. The announcement
follows:

“In the Dardanelles from September
12 to September 17 there was no move-
ment of importance. The Turks at-
tacked several positions of our front
by means of mines, which had not been
employed by them up to this time. The
morning of the 17th an enemy mine
gallery was destroyed, after it had been
advanced for several days, by our
counter mines. The operation was per-
fectly muccessful without costing us a
single loms."

Reuter's Dardanelles correspondent,
under date of August 31, reports that
the poxitions of the comhbatants had
heen virtually unchanged since the
fighting of July 12.

No Ammunition to Waste.

“Our position,” says the correspond-
ent, “is In essence what it has been for
months, the fighting in the early part
of August being only intended to pre-
vent the Turke from mending back re-
inforcements to oppose the allies land-
ing at Suvla bay. There are signs that
the Turks, though still well supplied
with ammunition, have none to waste,
now that they are threatened on two
fronts, and that they are making up
for the expenditure of ammunition on
the Buvia front by firing virtually none
on the Achl Baba front.

“During the present lull the question
of greatest interest for the army ia
what arrangements will be made for
the coming winter. There are still two
months of fine weather in which to pile
up stores for the winter, but if there
I8 to be a winter campaign there will
be an enormous amount of work to do.”

Turkish Statement.

CONBTANTINOPLE, September 17, via
London, September 18. — An official
statement jssued tonight at the Turk-
ish war office sald: *“Near SBeddul Bahr
our artillery on the left wing caused
the explosion Thursday night of enemy
mine throwers.

“Our fleet has bombarded a lighthouse
and factory on the south coast of
Crimea. :

“On the Irak front our volunteers
surprised an enemy camp in the district
of Kalaat-Ul-Nedjim. Another attack
followed, in which the enemy lost hun-
dreds of dead.”

MEETS DEATH IN RESERVOIR.

H. 8. Vance Drowns, Witnesses Be-

ing Powerless to Rescue Him.

KOKOMO, Ind., Beptember "18.—Mak-
ing repeated frantic efforts to get a
ETRSD on a smooth concrete wall of a
regervoir belonging to the Indiana Rall-
ways and Light Company, H. 8. Vance
went to his death here yesterday in
thirty feet of water. yance while fish-
ing in the reserveoir fell into the water
and although a number of persons saw
him make desperate efforts to save
himeelf they were powerless to lend
aid and the hopeless struggle was soon
ended when Vance disappeared from
view.

His body was later recovered.

Memorial at Antiefam Unveiled.

HAGERSTOWN, Md., September 18—
A granite onument, erected by the
state of New York in memory of the
members of the 14th New York Regi-
ment of Brooklyn who fell at the bat-
tle of.Antietam, was unveiled and ded-
icated yesterday, the ffty-third anni-
versary of the battls, on Antietam bat-
tlefleld at Sharpsburg. The monument -
stands

on Corulleld avenum

Crowned Heads of Europe as Army Commanders

Recently the Czar of Russia took command
of all his fighting forces. Is he a soldier? Are

puppets?

the other crowned heads fighting men or mere
Read the article tomorrow in

THE SUNDAY STAR

GERMAN GOVERNMENT
PLANNING ANNEXATION

Will Claim Occupied Territory in
France and Bel-
gium.

GENEVA, September 18.—The Lau-
sanne Gazette says It has learned that
the German government has decided to
jssue a declaration annexing to the
German empire the occupied territories
in France and Belgium.

The Gazette says this measure has
been determined upon for the near fu-
ture, because it now appears impossible
that the war will be ended as had been
hoped before winter.

According to this mnewspaper, the
German government intends to organ-
jze the conquered territory from a po-
litical and administration standpoint,
which is expected to strengthen Ger-
many's moral position. Civil adminis-

tration has been slowly replacing mili-
tary rule in the occupied regions and
the Gazette says this process will be
extended methodically.

VALUE OVER $100,000,000.

Total of Property Owned by Y. M.
C. A. in United States.

CHICAGO, September 18.—Property
totaling more than $100,000,000 is now
owned by the Young Men’'s Christian
Assoclation In citles thronghout the
country, according to the annual re-
port made public today. The money is
invested In 769 buildings, with their 11-
braries and equipment. The current ex-
penses of the'work in the United States
totaled last year §13,000,000. In foreign
lands there was an expenditure of
$433,100.

There was a gain of 40,000 men and
boys enrolled in Bible classes, the to-
tal numbering 164,000. The total as-
soclation membership 1s 620,789,

Employment was found for 53,257.
In physical training 447,000 were en-
rolled.

MRS. SELINA M. HOLMAN DEAD.

Was for Fifteen Years President of

the Tennessee W. C. T. U.

NASHVILLE, Tenn., September 18.—A
Fayetteville, Tenn., special says that
Mrs. Sellna Moore Holman, for fifteen
years resldent of the Tennessee W. C.
T. U., died at her home there this
morning. Ten days ago she was
seized with an acute attack of appen-
dicitis. She was sixty-five yeara old

and for thirty-five years was an ardent
worker in the temperance cause. She
was the wife of Dr. T, P. Holman and
was widely known for her work.

Burman Breaks Mile Auto Record.

PROVIDENCE, R. 1, Beptember 18.—
Bob Burman broke the world record in
the first of the automobile events on the
new speedway here today. Burman cov-
ered the mile in 45.78 seconds, .47 of a
second faster than the record made by
Louis Disbrow at 8t Louis in Augpst,
Pt

—

SERBIANS BEAT BACK
ATTEMPTED INVASION

New Austrian Movement Increases
in Scope, But Efforts
Prove utile.

NISH, Serhbia, September 18, via Lon-
don.—The new Austrian movement
against the Serbs iz increasing in ex-
tent, after the long interval of inaction
on this front. Announcement was made
at the war office today that three at-
tempts to invade Serbia had been re-
pulsed. The statement follows:

"“The enemy thrice attempted to cross
the Save during the night of September
14, but was repulsed each time by our
infantry.

“On the 15th we levelad fortifications
of the enemy along the Danube front at
its confluence with the River Pek, and
toward thae village of Bejanla, near
Souska, on the Save front."

NEWMAN ERB HOLDS OWN.

No Change Since He Recovered
From First Effects of Poison.

NEW YORK, September 18.—Newman
Erb, wealthy raliroad reorganizer, was
reported today to ba in a comfortable
and satisfactory condition, no change
having taken place since he recovered
from the first effects of the two poison
tableta he swallowed by mistake four
days ago. Mr. Erb is confined to hls
summer home at Deal, N, J.,, where,
surrounded by his family, he 18 calmly
awaliting the crisia which four physi-
clana have told him may be expected
tomorrow or Monday.

The financier, who is sixty-five years
old, has been conscious at all times
and the fact that he has been entirely
free from pain. or discomfort of any
gort since a few hours after taking the
poison. has led the physiclans to ex-
press the opinion that Mr. Erb has &
good chance for recovery.

WRECKING TRAIN WAECKED.

Goes Through Bridge While Speed-
ing to Aid Derailed Engine.

RIPLEY, W. Va, September 18—
While hurrying from Parkersburg to
this place to replace a deralled engine
early today, & wrecking train on the
Baltimore and Ohio railroad went
through a bridge spanning a creek near
Ripley Landing, and five of the nine
men on beoard were seriously injured.
One, it was stated, would probably die.

The engineer felt the bridge glving
way as he passed the center, and open-
ing the throttle wide he succeeded in
getting across, but the four cars fol-
lowing piled up in the bed of the creek
fAfty feet below. A relief train was
sent from Parkersburg.

B. & 0. to Build Great Pier.

BALTIMORE, Md., September 18.—At
the meeting of the board of directors
of the Baltimore and Ohilo railroad,
held in New York Thurasday, authority
was voted for the construction of a
ooal plsr at the Curtis Bay terminal at
Baltimore which will have an estimated
capacity of 10,000,000 tons a year and

PROGRAM FINISHED
FOR STONE LAYING

Construction of Memorial Am-
phitheater in Arlington to Be-
gin October 1.

TROWEL TO BE WIELDED
BY PRESIDENT WILSON

Four Important Speeches to Be Made
at Ceremony to Be Feature of
@. A. BR. Celebration.

Program for the laying of the corner
stone of the Memorial Amphitheater in
Arlington at 2:30 o'clock, October 1,
which is to be, negt to the Grand Army
parade, the biggest event of the . A.
R. celebration here has been completed,
and now is In the hands of Becretary
Garrison. It is proposed to have four
important speeches at the laying of
the corner stons. President Wilson
already has accepted the invitation of
the Arlington memorial commission to
lay the stone, but will not speak,
Commander-in-Chisf Dawvid J. Palmer
of the Grand Army has consented to
make a speech. It also s belleved
Secretary Garrison, as president of the
commiszsion, and Secretary Daniels, a
member of the commisaion, and Judge
Ivory G. Klimball, the vice chalrman
whose untiring efforts for twelve years
are largely responsible for the bullding
of this memorial, will be speakers.

Other members of the commission
will be present and take part in the
exercises. They are Elllott Woods,
superintendent United States Capltol
building and grounds; Charles W. New-
ton, United Spanish War Veterans;
Willlam W. Harts, colonel United States
Army, executive and disbursing officer.

Guests of Honor Invitsd.

Col. John McElroy, acting commander
of the Department of the Potomac, who
is making arrangements for the dedica-
tion of Camp Matthew G. Emery the
morning of Monday, September 27, at §
o'cleck, in commemoration of the serv-
ices of the first commander of Wash-
Ington wvolunteers, who marched to the
defense of the capital when 1t was
threatened by Gen. Early, has invited
Willlam V. Cox, his wife, and 2ll other
descendants of Matthew G. Emery to be
guests of honor at the dedication ex-
ercises,

Mgr. William T. Russell, pastor of Bt.
Patrick’s Catholic Church, has accepted
the invitation of the citizens’ executive
committee arranging for the informal
reception at Camp Emery Tuesday
evening, September 28, when President
VWilsen is to address all patriotic orders
attending the celebration here, to pro-
nounce the beneditcion at this gather-
ing. Rt. Rev. Alfred Harding, Episco-
pal Bishop of Washington, already
has accepted the Iinvitation to pro--
nounce the Invocation. 2

The official program for the Grand
Army encampment and {its attendant
entertalnments by official Washington
and the citizens of the National Capital
went to press this afternoon, but it will
not be ready for distribution until the
week of the encampment.

Departments to Be Decorated.

All government deépartments are to
be decorated during the week of the
encampment and fully lighted each
night at the request of Isaac Gans,
chairman of the decorations commit-
tee. Mr. Gans received letters to this
effect as regards their respective de-
partments today from BSecretary Red-
tield, Postmaster General Burleson, Sec-
retary McAdoo and Secretary Houston,

Sale of tickets for the observation
grandstands the court of honor
opposite the President's reviewing
stand, which started yesterday at the
Chamber of Commerce, i8 progressing
very satisfactorily, and all those who
are desirous of making choice reserva-
tions are advised by Herbert 8. Owen,
who is in charge of this sale, to make
their applications for seats as soon as
possible.

The suggestion made by H. B. Davis,
chairiman of the information commit-
tee, to the presidents of the two Wash-
ington street railway companies for
co-operation in spreading information
regarding locations among the Grand
Army visitors has resulted in the pur-
pose by the street railway companies
to issue booklets, as he advised.
The Washington‘Railway and Electric
‘Company had representatives in con-
sultiation today with Thomas Grant,
secretary of the executive committee,
regarding maps and descriptions of
how to reach tlie most important gath-
ering places during the Grand Army
week. These include instructione how
to reach Camp Matthew G. Emery from
all sections of the clty and information
regarding the different ways to reach
Arlington, Fort Stevens and “Mount
Tabor, the rendezvous for the Signal
Corps in Georgetown.

Gen. Dimmock Reports Here.

Gen, Bugene Dimmock of the 6th New
York, who is chairman of the cavalry
corps, Army of the Potomac, reached
Washington today and reported for
duty, Chairman F. D. Owen of the
grandstands committee has called his
assoclates into a conference in the par-

in

evening at 8 o'clock
prominent persons,

be present as special guests.
most active members of the Society tori

Flag, called the attention of the deco-
rations committee today to the proper
method of arranging bunting in the
decoration of buildings. She said the
blue always should be at top and that
the trinity of colors always should be
used and never separated into blue and
white or red and white streamers, for
these are Confederate colors and would
give offense to members of the Grand
Army. ]

August Sternitzki, from Forest Park, |
Iil., member of the Phil Sheridan Post
of Chicago and a member of the 1st Dis-
trict of Columbia Militia, who helped to
defend Washington when it was threat-
ened with capture by Gen. Early, has
just returned here for the first time slnce
he participated in that action at Fort
Stevens. Comrade Sternitzki rendered an
important service to the Unlon cause in
capturing dispatches at Harpers Ferry
from a very dangerous position. While
in Washington he is stopping at Fowlers
Hill, southeast Washington, and is anx-
lous to meet all comrades of fifty years
ago.

B'lt‘.ol. John McElroy, chapirman of the
committee on reunions, today announrced
the chairman for the i7th Corps, Abra-
ham Myers, with Capt. O. H. Oldroyd as
vice chairman.

Motor Boat Licenses Ready.

Treasury Department licenses for
motor boats to carry Grand Army week
visltors to Inspect the elaven nawval
warships which are to be anchored in
the Potomac during the sncampment
here are to be issued and gcan be ob-
tained at once from Capt. A. H. Gregery

moat approximately $1,600,000,

f the New Willard Hotel this|
Siald A number of:
who are working;
for the success of the encampment, will :

Mrs, Isabel Worrell Ball, one of the !

the Prevention of Desecration of thoal

HUGE BLOW AT FOE
INNEW CAMPAIGN,
HELD GERMAN PLAN

Objective Yet Doubtful, But It
Possibly May Be Italy
or Serbia.

TURKEY EXPECTS AID
OF BIG TEUTON ARMY

Kaiser May Be Preparing to Smash
His 'Way Through the
Balkans. i

VILNA VIRTUALLY INVESTED

Enemy Troops Now on Three Sides
of Oity—RBussians Continue
Buccess on Southern Bat-

tle Idne. A

LONDON, September 18—
Reports that the Austrians and
Germans have decided to initiate
a new offensive campaign are
multiplying, but there is little
concrete evidence concerning the
direction which it may be ex-
pected to take. Cabling from
Rotterdam, several correspond-
ents assert they have reasons to
believe the central powers have
not only decided to strike a heavy
blow, but have already put under
way the preliminary military
movements. The objective of the
new campaign is generally be-
lieved to be either Italy or Serbin

A message from Constanti-
nople, as given out in Berlin to-
day by the Overseas News
Agency, quotes Enver Pasha,
Turkish minister of war, as say~
ing that a great German army
was to go to Turkey.

There is a possibility that the
Germans and Austrians are plas-

ning to smash their way through
the Balkans.

The city of Vilna is now vi~
tually invested on three sidea
The troops of Field Marshal von
Mackensen have reached a point
near Vileika, thirty-seven miles
southeast of the city. The fall of
Vilna wonld place in possession
of the Germans a considerable
section of the railroad to Petro-
grad, a portion of which, between
Dvinsk and Vilna, they already
hold.

On the southern end of the bat-
tle line the Russians. continue to
gain  successes, their latest
achievement being the capture of
1,300 men along the Stripa. Lit-
tle activity is reported from the
center of the line, where a read-
justment is expected following
Field Marshal von Mackensen's
capture of Pinsk.

Fate of Vilna in Balance.

A Reuter dlspatch from Petrograd

says:

“The fate of Vilna hangs in the bal-
ance. The latest letters received from
there state that cannonading is heard
without interruption day and might.
Bomb-dropping asroplanes are constant
visitors. Three of them have been
brought down recently.

“The evacuation of government insti-
tutions has been completed and fac-
tories are being removed. Thousands
of workmen have already left. Thae
supply of suger has been exhausted
and the price of various commodities
has doubled. Newspapers have sus-
pended publication.” )

Russ.an war office advices state that
Vilng can be held as long as may be re-
quired by the strategzic situation on
that front. It is not the purpose of
the Russlan staff, however, to defend
Vilna at all costs, but “only as long as
the presence of an army there does not
ingpire alarm.”

The Russian forces at that point do
not appear to be in immediate danger,
notwithstanding the fact that the Ger-
man operations fanking Vilna have
been carried forward further and that
German cavalry is driving for the rail-
way between Moiodechno and 'olotsk.
This railroad parallels the Viina-
Dvingk line, about seventy-five miies
eastward. The two raillways running
south and southeast from Vilna are
atill held by the ilussians, affording
means of withdraw.ng the forces at
Vilna should it become necessary.

Germians Have Long Front.

The situation in that region is de-

seribed by the Russians as favorable.
German cavalry holds a front 115
to 120 miles long, in the form of a
great bow bending east. The German
cavalry is pushing along the railway
from Svientsyeny to Glubokoi, which
extends to within a few miles of the
Molodechno-Polotsk line.

The invaders are spreading out on
both sides of this road and are at-
tempting to cut the Molodechno-Fo=
lotsk line at several places. This, how=
ever, does not threaten the Russian re-
treat, as the rajlroad running south-
east from Vilna to Minsk ls strongly
covered by Russian forces. Moreover,
there remains the road extending
south from Vilna, through Lida to Ba-
ranovitshi,

It is pointed out at the war office that
the favorable aspect at Vilna of the
Russians is shown further by the faot
that they continue to maintain their
positions to the westward, in the direc-
tion of Orani,

A Constantinople telegram states that
at a review of troops held in honor
of Duke Johann Albrecht of Mecklen-
burg-Bchwerin, commander-in-chief of
the Turkish foroes at the Dardanelles,
Enver Pasha said the pressance of the
duke was the forerunner to the arrival

(Continued op Second Fagegn

[of & great German army :



