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BALKAN CAMPAIGN
AN EXCITING RACE
FOR TURK CAPITAL

“Hold On for Five Days!” Is
Message From Entente
Allies to Serbians.

BOTH RUSSIA AND ITALY
PREPARING TO SEND HELP

British Troops Leave Saloniki to
Join With French on Bul-
garian Front.

GERMANS PRESSING ADVANCE
Berlin Reports Tell of Steady Prog-
Made by Teutonic
Forces South of

the Danube.

ress

BERLIN, October 26, by
wireless to Sayville, N. Y.—
A further advance was made
yesterday by the German
forces in Serbia. East of
Visegrad, Bosnia, further
progress was made and
several positions were occu-
pied. South of Palanka
ground was gained on the
northern slope of the Raca
valley.

Farther east'the Germans
captured Markovatsh, Laope
and Kutshevo. During the
last thres days g6o- Serbians
have been captured.

Race for Turkish Capital.

LONDON, October 26, 11:43
am.—The race for the road to
Constantinople has reached an ex-
citing stage. The Bulgarians are
within a few miles of forming a
junction with their Austro-Ger-
man allies, while the French, in
small force, already have joined
the Serbians.

The French are not yet in suf-
ficient numbers to assume an
actual offensive in Macedonia, but
the rapidity of the Bulgarian ad-
vance in that region already has
diminished. Along the old Bul-
garian frontier. from a point
northeast of Vranya to the Ru-
manian border, the Serbians are
vielding little ground.

Actual junction between the
Bulgarians and their allies, which
may be a matter of only a few
hours, will show whether
the Serbians are able to hold their
mauntain positions until the en-
tente allies bring up strong forces.

Russia and Italy to Aid.

iz has completed preparations
e dispatch of sirong forces of
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J the expectation is that Mr. Kitchin will

HOPING FOR UNITY
ON DEFENSE PLANS

President Wilson to Have Con-
ference November 16 With
Representative Kitchin.

HOUSE LEADER IS SAID
TO OPPOSE PROGRAM

Mr. Wilson Seeks a Definite Under-
standing—Administration Officials
Predict Complete Line-Up.

 —— e —

A conference which DPresident Wilson
today arrang to have November 16
with Representative Kitehin of North
Carolina, next chairman of the Wiys
amd means committes of the House
amnd demo tie leader of that body in
the next ¥ =ettie whether
the 'res in a clash
with the ye rolinian over
national pr cdnesz and other mat-
ters that will have the support of the
administration. Mr. Kitchin has been
quoted in the last few months as
making statements fndiecating that he
may join the ranks of those who will
stand out against the program which
the FPresident has definftely adopted
and which he hopes to have through

Congress with r!nrnp.lr:lllvﬂﬁj little op-
position,

_AS democratic leader of the House
it 13 recognized that an awkward sit-
uvation would e erepted for  Mr.
Kitehin to oppose the hig featre
of the administration's 1 ive
BEram. L,

A\ir._ Kitchin- is admittedly a strong
man in his own stute, but o clash with
President Wilson would do neither man
any zood, and of the two Mr. Kitchin
would be more seriously hurt, it is
pointed out. As leader of the House

work in
with a
next

harmony
view to
year.

Definite Understanding Desired.

The President will he able to ascer-

with the
demecratic

Fresident
Prospects

CONSPIRACY CRARGE
FREFERRED BY U. S

Three Alleged Plotters Against
Munition Ships Freed and
Rearrested at Weehawken.

ANOTHER MAN IS HELD
UNDER $25,000 BAIL

Fifth Still at Liberty and General
Alarm Is Sent Out for His
Apprehension,

NEW YORK, October 26.—Robert Fay,
a lieutenant in the German army ; Walter
l.. Scholz and Paul Daeche were ar-
raigned in a Weehawken, N. J., police
court today on charges in connection with
an alleged plot to blow up steamships
suiling from New York with munitions
for the allies. The three men were dis-
charged by the court, but were immedi-
ately arrested by federal agents on
charges of conspiracy sworn to by Chief
Flynn of the secret service.

Fay and Scholz were brought to New

York in custody of the federal officers.
When Fay and Scholz reached New
York shortly after noon they werc

tiken to the office of Chief Flynn at
the Battery, where, it is understood,
they were Agaln questioned. Arrange-
ments were made to keep them there
till their arraignment at 4 pm. before
I'nited States Commissioner Houghton.

The complaint charges that the three,
in conjunction with Dr. Herbert Klenzle
heid 1 $25,000 bail vesterday, and Max
Breitung, still at liberty, conspired to
commit an offense against the United
States,

After failing to locate Breitung at
either his home or office here, police today
seiit out a general alarm for him.
Daeche, when arraigned today, at
first agreed to go to New York with
the federul officers, but when counsel
advised him that he had the right of
arraignment before the nearest rn;deral
commissioner, he claimed that privi-

tain detinitely ut the conferenee wheth-
er reports of Mr. Kitchin's opposition
are accurate, =o that can map the
he hopes preparedness legisla-
tion will fallow body

The President understood to be
nopeful that the reporis are erroneous
and that Mr. Kitchin, like Mr. Hay
and others who were represented as
ready to head the opposition, will join
hands with what is now believed to be
a sure majority in both branches for
administration plans,

Une of the objects of the President's
request that Mr. Kitchin eall upon him
is that the machinery of the House
may be placed in readiness to put
through defense legislation in a com-
paratively rapid manner, so thai the
world will get the impression that this
country means business and is solid in
its purpose to prepare itself against at-
tack from any direction.

Officials Optimistic.

Administration officials were enthu-
thiastic today over prospects for the
enactment of nationa] defense legisla-
tion at the coming session of Congress.
This optimism was based upon ap-
proval by RHepresentative Hay and Sen-
ator Chamberlain, chairmen, respective-
l¥, of the House and Senate military
committees, of plans for strengthening
the army. Representative Hay's ap-
proval was announced following a con-
ference with President Wilson, and
senator Chamberlain already had simi-
larly expressed himself.

Approvial by these two leaders of the
army plans and the approvil already
of the navy plans by congressional
leaders is believed by officials to insure
the full support of administration
forces for the entire program.

Secretary Garrison Elated.

he
COUTEE
in that

15

Secretary of War Garrison voleed his
delight over the situation, sayving that
approval of the army plans by Chair-
men Hay and Chamberlain insured the
best possible results. He declared that
thi= meant wunited support in both
housges of Congress. “This situation,”
said the Secretary, “should hearten and

to help the Serbs at points
ere they are most needed, according |
io Petrograd advices. |

Heuter = Malta correspondent reports |
more Italian classes are bemg'
summorned to the colors to enable Italy
1o co-operate with the allies in the
near eas! as soon as possible.

The allies have asked the Serbian
headguarters to resist the Teutons and
Bulgarians for only five days more, by
which time effective aid from the al-
ltes will be forthcoming, says the Daily
Telegraph's Nish correspondent under
date of Sunday. The correspondent
adds tnat, judging by the fine wpirit the
Berbian troops are displaying, they can
nold out double that time,

Bulgar Troops Distrusted.

The report that Turkish troops are
being concentrated at Burgas, Varna and
other points on the Black sea coast of
Bulgaria s reiterated in advices received

="

that

here today from Athens Reuter's cor- |
respondent says that the Turks are toI
oppote Hussian attempts to land troops, |
han replaced Bulgurians, because it
was feared the lutter could not be counted |
on o resist the Hlans

A dispatch to the Exchange Telegraph
Company says:

“Five thousand soldiers from
Caonstantinople replacing Bulganans
3 the Hiack sea littoral. De-
e of the coast hus bLeen Intrusted to |
erinany.”” i

e Heuter dispalch asserts the damage
ted on Dedeaghatch by the bombard- |

fyerman
are

a MLt on

of an allied fleet jast week was |
rable. The extent of the property |
birgely to the fire, which, fan- |

¥ 4 lugh wind, swept through the |
wongested shipeng guarter. |

Pursued to the Frontier.

A dispatch to Heuter's Telegram Com-
pany from Athens says
‘el received concerning
the last hattle near Valandovo ia to the
effect that the French pursued the Bul-
garians to the frontier. The Bulgarians

able

news

have been defeated in the sector of
Krupuli. to which three Serblun regl-
ments from Strumitsa proceeded and
gecupied the left bank of the Vardar.

The Bulgarians for two days occupled

section of the raflway, but, owing to
tack of ecxplogives, falled to do
erfous damage The French occupy
he gector between Detran and Gratzo.”
Buchareet, Humaniu, COrrespon -

e Times sends the following:
troo) s have withdrawn
hborhood of the Danube

zirians have crossed the
traver=ing the Island of QOda-
The Austrian forces will now

(Continued un Second Fags.)

| and

enthuse all those who are interested
In secing this vital =ubject properly
considered and properly settled.”
Methods of raising additional revenue
on account of the proposed defenge
legislation will form the subject of a
conference during the week between
President Wilson and Representative
Kitchin., democratic leader of Lhe
House and chalrman of the ways and
means committee. An effort will be
made 1o bring Mr. Kitchin into line for
thie entire program.

PARCEL POST DISCONTINUED.

German Government Announces

Suspension of Service to America.

BERLIN, October 25, vla London, Oc-
tober 26—The parcel post_service to
America has bLeen discontinued until

further notice. No official reason for
the discontinuance s given.

American postal authoritles sald today
they had no intimation from Germany
of a discontinuance of the parcel post
with the I'nited States. -

Lasgt April =everil thousand parcel
post packages malled from Germany to
the United States via Switzerland were
returned to the senders by the Swias
postal asuthorities because the British
Frenclh  governments had given
notice that parcels addressed to Ger-
man citizens in the United States
would be seized whenever they would
be found on shipboard. Parcels sent
from Germany to Spaln and Portugal
have met a similar fate in France.

April 7 the German postal officials
suspended the parcel post service to
various parts of South America.

MASSACRE OF ARMENTANS. -

Turks Reported to Have Killed En-
tire Population of Kerasund.

LONDON, October 26-—A dispateh
to the Daily Mail from Odessa says:
“The Turks have massacred the en-
tire Armenan population of Kerasund,
on the Blauck sea.”

Kerasund lies seventy miles west of

Trebizond on & TOoCKY promontory. The
[town bhas a population of 24.000. The
|numbel' of Armenians in the town is
not known. Kerasund does a large
| business In the exportation of nuts and
|nut kernels,

T

Telephone Main 2440.

A telephone message to
Main 2440, or postal card
mailed now, will start the
delivery of The Star tomor-
row,

e L

|then was turned over to an

lege, snying he had nothing in common
with the others and did not care to go
to New York without arraignment. He
asggistant
of Chief Flynn.

While waiting for the men to he
transferred to his custody this morning
hief ¥Flynn sald he was in possession
of information which showed that Fay
had told a man named Veig that the
proper way to stop the shipment of
munitions to the allles was to blow up
the chemical works. He explained that
it was useless to try to blow up shell
and powder works, because those plants
could make repairs easily and the worst
damage that could be done them would
delay them only a week or so. If the
chemical plants were attacked - they
would be at the fountain head and re-
pairs could not be quickly made.

Ridicules Bombs Found.

Fay had also, the chief said, ridiculed
of the bombs found on various

some
ships in the harbor and declared they
were no good and made by amateurs.

“Joke bombs,"” he termed them. He
said they would do no effective dam-
age.

E;\ccordlng to the chief, Fay asserted
that when he left Holland for Amer-
ica on the Rotterdam he carried a let-
ter 1o a very high official, but on the
first day out he destroyed it, fearing
he might be searched and the letter
found.

Chief Flynn, when asked If he con-
sidered that Capt. Boy-Ed and Capt.
von Papen had been implicated {n any
way, replied that Fay absolved them
from all participation.

Dr. Krienzle, manager of a cloak
company in this eity, was arrested yes-
terday on a charge of plotting, with
others, to destroi steamers plying be-
tween New Yor and foreign ports.
He was arraigned In the federal bujld-
ing and held in §25,000 ball for fur-
ther examination.

Daeche, arraigned later in Jersey
City before United States Comminsioner
(Carpenter, asked for delay in the pre-
liminary examination, and his case
was put over untll November 3. Bail
was filxed at $25,000, in default of
which he was locked up.

In addition to the charge of con-
spiracy, covering the cases of the other
prisoners and Breitung, Daeche also
wis charged with having and conceal-
ing a high explosive for the purpose
of blowing up a ship In the jurisdic.
tion of the United States. United
States Marshal Kavanaugh, who pre-
ferred the charges, did not go into da-
tails concerning the additional charge.

Plan Hatched on Battlefield.

Lieut. Fay confessed that while on
the battlefield he talked with his au-
perior officers about a device to blow up
ghips, that later his idea of coming to
America and carrying his scheme through
was well recelved by the German secret
service; that he came well enough sup-
plied with money to act on his own re-
sponsibliity, and that he talked with
Capl. von Papen, military attache, and
Capt. K Boy-Ed, naval attache of the
German embassy, about the plan, but
they had refused to have anything to do
with it.

The confession of Fay covers his arrival
in the United Btates April 23, his making
of clock worked bombs since then and
his activities in ehpeslmen:ling with ex-

logives along the Hudson river.
pa'feut. Fay explained how he planned
to attach mines ecarrylng his device
to ithe sterns of ammunition-laden ves-
sels sailing from New York. By prop-
erly arranging the device, he calcu-

jated, the mine would be exploded
when the steamer was about half a
day out.

Fay declined to say whether he had
attempted to attach mines to any ships
in this harbor, but declared he had not
attached loaded mines to any vessels.
He aid he had been ready since early
in July to carry out his mine-planting
campaign, and walited here, hoping the
German military and naval attaches
would change thelr minds about ac-
cepting his offer. The prisoner sald
the Germanm authorities flgure it re-
quires about twenty shells to kill one
soldier. Fay sald he understood the
average steamer leaving New York
with ammunition carried enough shells
of all kinds to kill 20,000 soldlers. Fay
sald he relized that his plans were
contrary to the United States laws, and
algo that he probably would have been
safer on the firing line in Burope than
doing the work he planned here.

Scholz gave out & statement explaining
his actions since coming to this country
and his relations to Fay. To Fay he
gave all the credit for the idea of the ex-
ploding devices to be attached to shipe,
but said that only an empty mine was
ever actually used. Scholz sald he came
here four years ago from Cologne, where
he studied architecture and civil en-
gineering. It was while working on a
farm at Waterford last April that he
received, he said, the request from Fay
to come to this city.

“Fay wanted me to work for him, and
said he would glve me 325 a week”
Scholz eaid in the statement. “Fay told
me of his secret to make mines. We
made fests of explosives and experi-
never attached ocaded

[ mine to any

ments with the exploding devices. Wae

ship. We did attach an empty mines to
an English vessel that was loading at

L iContinued -on, Second . FPaged _
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GERMANY’S TERMS

AND SPAIN,

FOR PEACE

TO BE OUTLINED TO THE U. S.

SO MADRID HEARS

today that Prince von Buelow,

posed to discuss terms of peace.
The report is contained in

wag to Baden-Baden.

Prince Von Buelow, Former Imperial Chancellor, Re-
ported to Have Been Selected to Present Conditions
to President Wilson and King Alfonso.
LONDON, October 26, 1:33 p.m.—A report reached here

former German chancellor, will

shortly submit to President Wilson and King Alfonso of Spain
an outline of the conditions on which Germany might be dis-

a Reuter dispatch from Madrid,

and has not been corroborated from any other source. The dis-
patch gives as authority Prince Camporeale, an Italian noble-
man, who is a brother-in-law of Prince von Buelow. The re-
port was first published in Madrid, the correspondent says, in
the form of a message from Rome.

At last reports Prince von Buelow was ill. A message from
Rerlin on Sunday said he was confined to his room in Cologne
as the result of a slight indisposition.

The prince was on the

GERMANS REGAIN LOST
WORKS IN CHAMPAGNE

French War Office Says Fighting
Continues With “Limited
Fluctuations.”

BERLIN, October 26, by wire-
leas to Sayville, N. Y.—German
advances on all fronts are re-
ported in today’s official state-
ment.

Captured Trenches Retaken.

German positions over a front of 250
meters in the Champagne north of Le
Mesnil, which the French captured
Sunday, are eaild to have been retaken.

Five oificers and 150 French soldiers
were captured. Only one amall trench
northeast of Le Mesnil remains in the
hands of the French.

Bays Germans Were Checked.

PARIB, October 26, 2:30 p.m.—Fight-
{ng has continued i{n the Champagne
district at La Courtlne, with limited
fluctuations, according to the an-
nouncement made by the French war
office this afternoon. The stubborn
French resistance and the offensive ac-
tivity of the French troops checked the
counter atacks of the Germans.

BERLIN REPORTS GAINS
ON THE RUSSIAN FRONT

BERLIN, October 28, by wireless to
Sayville, N. Y.—According to today's
official statement by the German war
office, on the northern part of the Rus-
sian front Field Marshal von Hinden-
burg’'s army has again crossed the JIl-
loukst district and reconquered Kasi-
mirshiki farm.

Further south, the Bavarian army of
Prince Leopold repulsed Russian at-
tacks east of Baranovichi and south of
Vygonovskoye lake.

The army of Gen. von Linsingen has
stormed the Bussian position east of
Kolk!{ and west of Czartorysa and re-
pulsed & Ruesian counter attack. Four
officers, 1,460 men and ten machine

URGES REGISTRATION
OF AUTOS AND BOATS

Tax Collector Prince Suggests Plan
in Lien of Personal
Taxation.

Annual registratfon of motor ve-
hicles, motor boats and other water
craft in lleu of levying personal taxes
on such property. I8 being urged upon
the Commlssioners by Ben L. Prince,
tax collector, as an important need of
local government administration which
should be provided.

Mr. Prince's plan i{a to have every
owner of an automobile, motor cycle,
motor vehicle and motor craft register
annually, the charge to be determined
by the amount of horsepower. In this
connection he ha® familiarized the
Commissioners with the scheduls of
charges In vogue In Maryland and Vir-
ginia under the registration system.

The present custom in the Dlstrict is
to levy a personal tex on all such prop-
erty. Owners are required to submit
j8worn statements of the value of the
property in July and the tax does not
become due until the following May.
This system ias declared to be unsatis-
factory for the reason that many own-
ers dispose of their automobiles before
the tax becomes due and the Diatrict
is unable to locate them or cellect the
taxes,

Mr. Prince also has called the Com-
missioners’ attention to the necessity
of taking action against tax dodgers.
Declaring that this matter is one which
apparently cannot be remedied by ad-
ministrative actlon, he proposes that
steps be taken to bring about a well
defined way of taking the tax dodger
into an equity court and having the
claim against him adjudicated.

WAR LOSSES OF TEUTONS
PLACED AT 5,000,000 MEN

LONDON, October 28, 11:48 a.m.—The
Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant, as
quoted by Reuter's Amsterdam corre-
spondent, gives German-losses from Oc-
tober 11 to 20, at 57,424 Iin dead, wound-
ed and missing.

The total Prussian lomses ars given
as 2,021,078. The newspaper says thera
have also been issued 228 Bavarian, 209
Saxon, 2868 Wurttemberg and 53 naval
casualty llsts, as well as lists of ofMicers
and undesr officers with the Turkish

figuras

army. t the total
lasses to the-central powers-as -§,000,800,

»

of practice ars also expected
urged.

LAWS OF DISTRICT
MAY BE REVISED

Congress Will Be Asked to
Make Changes in Dis-
trict Code.

Congress at its next session is
to be asked to revise the code of
laws for the District of Columbia.
Several amendments and addi-
tions looking to the correction of
apparent defects in the code and
to make some changes in the pro-
cedure before the courts are to
be embodied in a bill which is to
be made ready for presentation to
Congress in the early days of the
session. Other changes, regarded
as not so pressing, will be re-

quested later of the legislators.

Chief Justice Covington has selected
a representative committee of the bar
to have charge of the proposed re-
vision. The committee had an informal
meeting with the justices of the Dis-
trict Supreme Court yesterday, and
later organized.

Members of Committee.

Adolph A, Hoehling was selected as
chairman of the committee and George
E. Sullivan as secretary. Other mem-
bers are Leon Tobriner, James S. Easby-
Smith and J. Spalding Flannery. These
five lawyers will hold weekly meet-
ings to discuss the changes which mays
oceur to them as needed in the pres-
ent code and such az may be suggested
by others.

The committee decided to invite sug-
gestions from the justices of the Court
of Appeals, the judges of the Municipal
Court, Judge Latimer of the Juvenila
Court, the Attorney General of the
United States and the solicitors of the
various executive departments of the
government. The Chamber of Commerce
and the Board of Trade also will be
asked to expresg the views of business
men as to needed changes in the lawa.

A notice has been posted by the com-
mittee inviting members of the bar as-
sociation and of the bar generally to
submit five coples, one for each member
of the committee, of such changeg as
they desire to have proposed to Con-
Bress.

It is understood that the justices of
the District Supreme Court informally
discussed with the committee some
changes which have become almost Im-
perative. One of these suggestions of
interest to the citlzens generally ls a
proposed Increase in the number of
jurors in the circuit courts and im
Criminal Court No. 2 when holding civil
business.

Much Delay Caused.

Much delay 18 caused in the law
courts by what Is known as the “long
panel” demand. Each court has twenty-
slx jurors under the present system,
and to constitute a long panel twenty
names must be presented by the clerk
to the lawyers on both sides. From this
1ist each side is allowed to strike four
names, and the remalning twelve shall
form the jury to try the case.

Under the present methed, If a jury of
twelve is consldering a verdict, there
are only fourteen avallable jurors for
the next case on the call. Should de-
mand be made for a long panel, the
court must suspend business until the
return of the jury with its verdict. Ag
knotty problems are sometimes in-
volved In the jury's consideration of its
wverdict, one, two, or even three hours
may elapse before those twelve men
become available for a long panel.

It is now proposed to summon enough
jurors in each of the courts where law
suits are being tried to obviate this
delay and to allow the next case to
proceed as soon as the other jury has
retired to consider its verdict.

Changes looking to the simplification

o be

DISTRICT TAX CRIT €S
ARE FULLY ANSWERED

Representative Rainey Voices Ainaze-
ment at Complete Rebuttal of Charges
of Underassessment in Capital.

Senator Chilton Suggests Investigation of Taxation Methods
by Congressional Joint Committee-—-Theodore W.
Noyes™ Appears for Citizens.

Representative Rainey of Illin

been answered.”

of taxation was so intimately

present investigation.

Argument by Mr. Noyes.

Mr. Noyes opened his argument by
declaring that the foundation of the
attacks upon the half-and-half plan is
the erroneous belief that the Natiomal
Capital Is not meeting its share of the
burden of its own living expenses, and
told the committee that ‘it would be his
duty to prove that Washington has not
failed to meet its obligations.

He recallexdd to the senators and rep-
resentatives, sitting as a joint select
committee, the charge of 1912 that the
true valuation of Washington's real
estate was $744,000,000, that it could
raise $11,000,000 a year easily on its
real estate, and that it is in no need of
financial assistance from its partner,
the United States government. He
showed that this great overassessment
would make Washington, without re-
sources such as other cities have,
worth twice as much, for instance, as
busy Baltimore and almost twice as
much as Cincinnati. :

“Don't you think that this condition
comes from the speculative value placed
on Washington real estate?" asked Sen-
ator Works. *“I have always felt that
real estate values here are more ficti-
tious than real, and that it comes
through real estate trades and deals.
Can you blame the assessor?’

Comparison of Standards.

Mr. Noves said he was not compiain-
ing of the assessor, and that that of-
ficial had used higher standards in as-
sessing Washington than those used
in other cities:

“My contention is” pursued the
speaker, “that by using In Washington
the same standards used elsewhere the
assessment would be lower than it is.
Elither the assessor here is overassess-
ing of other citles are underassessed.”

*“Is not the difference between these
figures found In the personal tax?”
asked Representative Gard.

“The personal tax matter is not in
this argument just at this point,” sald
Mr. Noyes.

“Just there,” sald Representative
Cooper, “is not the $744.000,000 valua-
tion that which was placed on the city
in the House of Representatives by the
opponents to the half-and-half plan?™

“Yes,” replied Mr. Noyes.

“There may be questions concerning
the assessment that would necessitate
the assessor himself being here,” sug-
gested A. 5. Worthington of the joint
citizens’ committee. *“Would it _not be
wise to ask him to appear?

Thig suggestion was approved by the
committee and Assessor Richards was
notified to be present, Commissioner
Brownlow, who is attending all meet-
ings of the hearing, sending the mes-
sage to the District building.

Mr. Browne's Suggestion.

“It may appear,” interposed Herbert
J. Browne, who had announced pre-
viously that he wished to get Mr. Rich-
ards on the witness stand, “that others
than those speaking would like to
question the assessor; could some ar-
rangement be made for that?”

“We will cross that bridge when we
come to it,” said Senator Chilton, chair-
man of the committee; “those matters
are always easily setiled.”

Mr. Noyes then went on to discuss
census reports of assessments, values
and taxation figures from various
clties, showing that accurate returns
were not the rule by any means and
that “true valuation” based on many
of these returns is a fiction. He said

plled z different standard for their
assessments, and proved it by showing
that on the face of the returns many
great industrial centers, of the same
population and greater than Washing-
ton, appeared to be worth millions and
millions of dollars less than the taxed
portlion of Washington.

“The delusion of underassessment,”
he sald, “is accompanied by the delu-
sion that there is too low a tax rate
here, and this erroneous impression re-
celved serious consideration in Coh-
gress, to the incalculable detriment of
the District of Columbla.”

Erroneous Method of Comparison.

Mr. Noyes told the committee that
an erroneous method of comparison
between Washington and other cities
had been adopted by the critics of the
District, whe had attempted to show
not only that Washington was the
richest of cities but also that it was
d d and dertaxed.
«“Juyst what is that erroneous method
of which you complain?” asked Rep-
resentative Cooper.

Arguments and statistics to prove that the people of the Dis-
irict are not underassessed or undertaxed, as compared with residents
of other American cities, today were submitted by representatives of
the joint citizens’ committee at the second day’s hearing hefore the
joint select committee of Congress investigating the fiscul relations
between the United States and the District.

ois, a member of the congressional

committee, said during the hearing: _
“I may say that I am amazed at the complete manner in which
the criticism charging the people of the District were undertaxed has

Senator Chilton of West Virginia, chairman of the investi-
gating committee, indicated that the question of the method

connected with the questions

of the proper burden of taxation and the proportion which the
federal government should pay for the upkeep of the National Cap-
ital city that the committee would look into the matter during the

Theodore W. Noves, a member of the executive committee of
the joint citizens’ committee, was on the stand all the morning
and continued this afternoon. He will be followed by A S, Worth-
ington for the citizens’ committee. District Commissioners Brown-
low and Kutz were in attendance at the hearing toduy.

as correct the

ratio of assessed to
true values as a basis for comparison,”
replied Mr. Noyes. “The flaw lies in

:he r(‘p]nrl\bd relations of assessed to
Tue values. These reports are totall
unreliable.* i

“Where did the critics of the Dis-
trict in Congress get this method of
making a comparison between the
Distriet and other American cities?"
asked Senator Works.

Mr. Noyes replied that they obtained
their flgures from the census bureau,
wl!:uch prepared the fizures for them.

But the census Lureau itself has dis-

credited these figures and also the
method of comparison,” he said, “and
‘it has held that the only fair way
of making a comparisen is by means
of the per capita tax actually paid.”
He read an extract from a census

bulletin discrediting the figures which
were given comparing cities and ae-
cepting as true the ratio of assessed to
true valuesz. He showed that thess

figures had not been gathered by cen-
sus officials trained in the work, but
Were mere guesses by local authoritios,

Census Figures Misleading.

“The census nuthorities knew thess
figures were misleading and that WTOng

deductions could be made from them,
and they saud so0,” said Mr. Neves.
Representative Cooper sked  Mr
Noyes if he contended that the true
test of real value was the selling price,
after Mr. Noves had showrn, by COMPAr-

ing actual sales of property with their
asgessment, that assessments in some

cities where the true value i supposed
to be taxed are far below what they
should be.

“Yes,” replied Mr. Noyves. He con-
tinued that the only fair method of
comparison  belween Washington and
other cities in Ameérica on the gquestion
of taxation was to examine the per
caplita tax figures,

“The tigures which vou have guoted,”
interrupled Senntor Works, “would
tend to show not that Washington is
assessed too much, hut that property
in other cities is underus L. [

“No,” replied Mr., XNo “amd the
reason I =ay ‘no' i= that assessment
taken by selfl means nothing. It

must be married to the tax rate before
it can mean anvthine. a ity under-
assesses the property in its houndaries

it makes no difference, provided the
underassessment is uniformly distrib-
uted. For there is so much money re-
quired, and if the assessment is too
low, then the officiale must increase
the tax rate in order to bring in the
amount reguired. 1 do not contend

that realty in other cities i{s not bear-
ing its proper tax burden.

Argument to Meet Criticism.

Mr. Noyes #ald that the resldents of
the District had bheen charged with
underassessment and pasing too low
taxes, and his argsument was directed
to meet that critivism.

Senator Works admitted that the fig-
ures presented appearsd 1o show that
Washington compared with other
clties of similar size not umdier-
taxed or undernssessed

“But the question Lefore us,” he said,
“is whether the tax burden of the Dis-
trict is too low or too heavy when com-
pared to the proportion of the ¢cxpenses
of the District which the federal gov-

a8

Was

ernment is paving*
Mr. Noyes said that the joint citl-
zens' committee bad approached this

question by showing that the people of
the District were doing their duty in
the matter of taxes us compared with
the ‘residents of other cities of simillar

it is clear that other cities have ap-size.

“The national goverument is fixing
the tax burden, which we must bear,”
he said: “all the power is in (1g hands.
We contend that if we are paying what
other American cities are paying, Con-
gress could not justly fmpose a greater
burden of taxation upon the citizens of
the District. We believe that if we can
show this, you will conclude that
Washin~ton is doing its ftnll share, that
it 1. Jaying s full proportion of the

the National

expenses of
that it is not shirking.
“l am mnot contemnding that you are
nqt bearing your just burden of taxa-
tion,” said Senator Works, still haviug
in mind the comparison bétween taxa-
tion in Washington and in other cities.
Senator Works suggested that the fig-
ureg presented by Mr. Noves tended to
show that residents of other cities were
not taxed enovugh.

Mr. Noyes did not admit this. *I am
not slurring any other city,” he said.

Scope of Inquiry Discussed.

Capital and

Toward the close of the morning ses-
sion the guestion of whether or net
the method of ralsing taxes in  the

“Acoepting as a correct method nf

n one which acocepis in turn

!

istrict would be considered by the
oint citizens’ commitice WwWas ‘rn.tuq
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