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jgaagy.i UWK XAIWUUM 'fL^w.. "

VVl_/ Dally Average. 73.S07; Snndny, Mm
CLOSING NEW YORK STOCKS PAGE IT. ^ ^ m ^

No. 20,119. WASHINGTON, D. C., THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1915. TWENTY-FOUR PAGES. *ONE CENT.
I . . --. -.. . - 1

USKUP IS RETAKEN
BY SERBS IS CLAIM;
BULGARSRETREAT

King Ferdinand's Men Said to
Be Falling Back onVelesKomanovoFront.

VARNA IS BOMBARDED
BY A RUSSIAN FLEET

Fierce Fighting in Timok Valley,
Both Sides Reporting

Successes.

PIROT SAID TO HAVE FALLEN

Bulgarians Also Seize Zajecar
Xniajevats. Height ofXrenovaclava.FrenchMarch

on Istip.

LONDON, October 28..Unoffirnlr#»nnrtc frr»m I IrooL- cr\nrc<.c

represent the situation in southernSerbia as sol(|fe\vhat more favorableto the entente-allies. A
dispatch from Athens, which has
not been confirmed, states that
the Bulgarians have withdrawn
from Uskup before the Serbians.
Advices from Saloniki tell of a

fierce battle along the YelesKomanovofront, with the Bulgariansretreating. Hope is be-jing revived in London that the
Serbians will be able to reform
their lines along the Monastir:
front. In the Strumitsa region
the J'rench have occupied the villageof Tirteli.
"A Russian fleet arrived at 4

o ciock tnis morning ntt the Bulgariancoast," says a Bucharest
dispatch, "and immediately began
a bombardment of Varna. Shellingwas still proceeding at 11
o'clock. Considerable damage has
been done to the town."
That the Bulgarians have been

repulsed in the Timok valley after
two davs of desperate fighting is
the news conveyed from Italy. |
One of their regiments is surroundedbetween the Timok and
the Danube, and will be obliged
to surrender, it is declared. Two
Serbian divisions, under Gen.
Gloknwitch. are marching against
the Austro-Germans.

Berlin Claims Advance.
The Austro-German invasion of Serbiahas been pushed further to the

south, German army headquarters announcedtoday. Thus army of Gen. Gallwitzhad taken 2,033 prisoners since
October 23, it is declared.
The Bulgarians have captured Zajecarand Kniajevats, having crossed the

Timok over a large front, Berlin announces.Zajecar and Kniajevats are
on the railroad from Xerotin to Nish.
against which the Bulgarians are now
marching. Kniajevats is about thirty
miles from Nish.
The height of Krenovaclava, about

fifteen miles northwest of Pi rot (east
of Nish), has also been occupied by
Bulgarians, who have captured several
guns, according to Berlin. Gen. von
Gallwitz's army has taken a number of
machine guns from the Serbians.

Bulgarians Take Pirot.
Bulgarian forces also have occupied

the strongly fortified town of Pirot,
says a dispatch to the Mali from Salonikl.Pirot is thirty-five miles east
of Nish. It was the scene of an importantbattle itfftween Serbs and Bulgariansin 1S85.
Since Sunday the allies' troop trains

have run without interruption between
Gtevgoll arid Veles. This section, it is
said, has been entirely cleared of Bulgarians.
The Bulgarian authorities have occupiedthe railway line between

T>edeaghatch and Oktchilar, which Is
now worked by the Bulgarian state.

Albanians Fight Serbs.
Albanians in the Kossovo district of

Serbia (the Prizrend region) have begunhostilities against the Serbians,
according to the official statement is-
sued In Sofia by the Bulgarian war}
office
The entire armament on the Bosporus

has beer, transferred to Tyhtaldja and
Adrianople. while the Turkish garrison
has been sent to the Bulgarian fron-
tier. A correspondent at Athens wires
that he has this news from reliable
sources in Constantinople. For fear of
raids by Russian aeroplanes Constant!-
liople is plunged in obscurity nightly.

Marching Upon Istip.
The correspondent also reports that

Franco-Serbian troops, after retaking
Veles, are marching eastward upon
lstip, overcoming Bulgarian resistance
in that region.
Gen. Kirkoff, in command of the Bulgarianforces along the Greek frontierhas issued an order of the dav. in

which he says lo his troops:
"The hour has struck to realize the

aspirations of the people and hunt
down the ravagers of Macedonia. Bulgarianswill thus dominate from the
Adriatic to Thrace. Remember the
heroism of your ancestors. Give rebirthto the glory of Alexander, the
great Bulgarian."

To Make Shells for Neutrals.
PITTSBURGH, October 28 .Special

machinery is being installed in the
Breckinridge plant of the Alleghany
S.eel Company and next week work
whl be commenced tinning out shells
for neutral countries of Europe. A
number of orders were recently placed
with the company, and the first ship-
mer.ts will be to the Swedish government.
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BRIAND WILL HEAD
FWSCMET

Premier Viviani and His Ministry
Formally Resign

. Positions.

ARISTIDK BRIAND.

PARIS, October 28, 2:30 p.m..The
Viviani ministry resigned today. AristideRriand, former premier, has been
asked to form a new cabinet. It is understoodthat M. Viviani will be ministerof justice in the reorganized cabi-
net.
The cabinet in its new form will not

be ready to appesfr before parliament
this afternoon, according to the impressionprevailing- in political circles/
Paul Deschanel, president of the

chamber, will move an adjournment untiltomorrow, when the work of reconstructionwill be complete.
Information now available indicates

that M. Briand will become foreign
minister as well as premier, with Ju'.es
Cambon, who was ambassador to Germanyat the outbreak of the war, as his
principal secretary.

Probable Desigelations.
In addition to M. Viviani, probable

designations are:

Minister of war, Gen. J. S. Gallieni,
military governor of Paris; minister of
marine. Rear Admiral Lacaze; minister
of agriculture, Etienne Clementel,
former minister of agriculture and
finance; minister of commerce, L. L.
Klotz. former minister of the interior
and of finance, or Joseph Thierry, undersecretary in the ministry of war;
minister of instruction, Emile Combes,
former premier.
The other members of the cabinet

just resigned, according to this program,may continue in their positions.
Six New Ministers.

The Journal states that there will j
«1 aiaic Wlinout portyIfolios, of whom four will be senators

and two deputies. It is also said the
undersecretaryships will not be filled
except in the case of the minister of
war. in which department Albert
Thomas is to be continued in office, in
charge of the output of munitions.
Conferences relative to the ministerialsituation were continued during the imorning, with the idea of so reshapingthe cabinet as to command united supportof the country and of parliament.

Viviani Desires *"®est.
The belief was expressed by persons

in close touch with the situation that
Premier Vtviani's long service through
the period since the outbreak of the war j
imu i«iacu ii'a rsLicrigin severely ana
that he desired to rest, as well as to
bring forward some strong figure who
would better unite all elements as his
successor. 1

Briand Issues Statement.
The following statement to the press

was made by M. Briand:
"Premier Viviani took steps to enlargehis cabinet. I am continuing them

in my turn, but I have no official man-
date, since there is no ministerial crisis.
Accordingly, the conversations I have
had with various political leaders have
been only semi-official, and I ask you
to explain that it is in that sense that
my activities must be regarded. Per-
haps I may be in a position to say more
very soon."

New British Cabinet
Not Considered, Claim;

Council to Run War
rLONDOX, October 28..No reconstructionof the cabinet nor constitution of ,

a smaller cabinet is being considered
by the government at the present time,
says the parliamentary correspondent
of the Daily News. But it has been de-
cided, he says, to give official recog-
nltion to a hitherto unofficial "inner
war council or committee." i

Seven to ten ministers have hereto-
fore taken part at various times In the
deliberations of this body, which Is now
to be officially appointed with an exact
definition of powers and principles.
TV.o Anmmlttofi f V. o

* Iitnijj/aj/vi on y B,
will sit daily and will decide on executivearts of war. Such decisions,
moreover, need not in future he referredfor approval to the full cabinet.

Size Not Decided.
It is not yet decided whether membershipin the new council shall numberthree, five or seven. Two proposals

as to its formation are being considered.The first is that the balance of
political opinion represented In the full
cabinet should be preserved In the
council.in other words that the councilshould be a miniature of the cabinet.The other proposal is that the
council should contain only ministers
directly concerned with the conduct of
the war.

In the former case the number of
members would be seven, in the latter
case either three or five. In either case
it is understood that Winston Spencer
Churchill will no longer serve on the
inner body.

Churchill May Resign.
Rumors were again current In the lobbiesof the house of commons last night

that Winston Spencer Churchill, chancellorof the duchy of Lancaster, was

about to resign his seat In the cabinet.

During the recent gossip in London
preceding the retirement of Sir Edward
< "arson as attorney general in the Britishcabinet there were rumors that severalministers might resign their portfolios.Among those spoken of in this
connection was Mr. Churchill, who, it
was declared, was eager to give up the
chancellorship of the duchy of Lancasterto go to the front.

SCHOOL BUILDING
SWEPT BY FLAMES;
CHILDREN PERISH

Twenty Pupils of Parochial
School in Peabody, Mass.,

Meet Death.

MANY OTHERS INJURED
IN FLIGHT TO THE EXITS

Cry of Fear From the Throng Starts
Panic and Destroys

Discipline.

TEACHERS MAKE THEIR ESCAPE

Frantic Parents Surround the BurningStructure and Make Vain Attemptsat Hescue.Police

Searching for Bodies.

PEABODY, Mass., October 28.
.Twenty pupils of St. John's
Parochial School lost their lives
in a fire that started in the basementa few minutes after the
morning session had opened todayand that swept through the
three stories of th.e brick and
wooden school building in less
than five minutes.

Nineteen of the boys and girls,
none of whom was out of their
teens, were crushed or burned to
death while attempting to escape.
A score of others were injured,
some dangerously. Of the latter
one, Mildred Mead, aged sixteen,
died after having been removed to
a hospital. ;
The bodies of the dead were <

frightfully burned, and of the nine- I
teen at the morgue only two, I
Elizabeth Nolan, aged seventeen
years, and Mary Sullivan, sixteen,both members of the senior
;lass. had been identified this aftef-
noon, utner rxxnes were Denevea .

to be in the ruins, and it was

thought that twenty-five -had
been killed or fatally injured.
The students, who ranged in years

rrom seven to thirteen, were in charge
>f sixteen sisters. When the Are broke
out the sisters marshaled their charges
is for a fire drill, and started them |
from the building. The processions
ivere orderly until those from the third
floor joined others pouring from the
classroom on the second floor.

flhlldren Panic-Stricken.

Suddenly there was a cry of fear from ^
>ne of the throng. It was taken up by
x hundred others and panic ensued.
The sisters made frantic efforts to
stop the pushing, struggling mass, but
to no purpose. The smaller children
fell under the feet of those behind
them and soon the vestibule was so

jammed with living and dead that the
firemen could not force an entrance,
rhe sixteen sisters escaped.

*

The flames, it is supposed, started in t
the basement, and, according to some, t
were caused by the explosion of a
steam boiler from which the building ^
was heated. There is doubt, however,
as to the exact origin of the fire.
A large percentage of the pupils were c

children of foreign parentage. In the
number were many of Irish and Italian v
descent. The firemen fought the fire
from ladders raised to the windows,
while the police cleared the vestibule. c

The bodies of the dead generally were h
burned beyond recognition.
Vf..-,, T on/1 Monnn Uovoa -nra..*.
iTiai/ j-rccvia «.»«« i«an»" v-o "o £

found in the crush badly burned but
alive, and were removed to a hospital. *

c
Located 011 Chestnut Street. ,

St. John's Parochial School stands on ^

Chestnut street near St. John's Catholic *

Church and the home of Rev. Nicholas *

Murphy, the pastor. Opposite is St. 1

John's Convent. I

The first alarm brought a hundred distractedmothers to the school yard, where y

aoon they were Joined by other relatives
of the pupils, until the building was surroundedby a great crowd of hysterical
men and women who rushed the police
lines In a wild effort to reach their chll-

dren.The police were powerless to stop
the rush, but what they failed to do was ;
accomplished presently by the flames «

which, shooting from the windows of the i
building, held back the unhappy throng, i
The school building was erected a

few years ago at a cost of about $100,000.It was square shaped with wood
fittings lining the interior of the brick
frame. There were sixteen class rooms
on the three floors. At each end of the <
building wooden stairways led down j
from the two upper floors.
The head of the school Is Mother Su- J

perlor Sister Aldegon, who was as- <

sisted by fifteen siBters. The mother
linoHor detected the odor of smoke

a few minutes after the school chll- .

dren appeared. She immediately sound- J

ed an alarm which started the chil-
dren to the street.

'

Pupils Bush to Wrong Exit.
According to the version of the sis-

ters, the pupils were marching out in
an orderly manner until the leaders
who had reached the ground floor made
the mistake of rushing into the vesti-
bule at the front exit instead of going
out at the rear door as they had been
trained to do. This caused confusion
among those who followed, and congestionin the vestibule.
Meantime the flames had reached the

stairways and caught the struggling
children. Within live minutes flames
were shooting from all the windows
and exits. The local firemen, unable
to control the blaze, summoned aid
from Salem, Danvers and Marblehead,
but this came too late.
Police and firemen bent their energies

chiefly to pulling children from doors
and windows. The mother superior
dropped twenty-five of her charges
from a window on the second floor and
they were caught in overcoats and
blankets improvised as fire nets.
Two hours after the fire started

twenty bodies had been taken from the
ruins and others were being sought.
There were no fire escapes on the out-

side of the building.
Deeds of heroism were not wanting.
(Continued on Twenty-third Page.)
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CLOSE VOTE SHOWF
BY INSjDEFIGURES

Winning Candidate for Governor
of Massachusetts Will
Have Small Margin.

INDICATION OF DEFEAT
FOR WOMAN'S SUFFRAGE

iepublicans Likely to Elect the
Lieutenant Governor and Sweep

the Legislature.

BY N. O. MESSENGER.
BOSTON, October 28..Indicative of
he apprehended close vote by which
he Massachusetts gubernatorial eleclonwill be decfded are the "inside"
igures of men close In touch with the
ValBh and McCall campaigns. v
When it is realized that the demoratswould be very much gratified

f they could be assured that they
irould win by 6.000 and the repubicanswould be pleased now if they
ould count upon 7,000, it may be seen
low uncertain the outcome is regarded.
Those estimates are on the vote for
jovernor. There is absolutely no ceraintyIn the minds of the leaders of
:ither side as to assured victory, notvithstandingtheir loud public claims,
fet there is every ground for the beiefthat the republican candidate for
ieutenant governor will be elected by
lot less than 25.000 and that the re»ubllcanswill sweep the legislature.
If you ask why this discrepancy.
vhy there is such doubt of the govrnorshipand such republican confienceover the rest of the ticket.the
newer is found In the explanation telgraphedThe Star yesterday of the
art the prohibitionists and their fol>wingamong the ministers may play
n the result. The prohibitionists, it
s feared, have thumbs down for the-epubllc&n candidate for governor,vhile not attacking the others.

Each Side Strenuously Active.
With the contest narrowing to such a

:lose margin in these closing days it
lan be imagined that each side is strainingevery nerve to overlap that margin.
Both sides realize the tremendous moral
iffect the result in Massachusetts may
lave upon tne country at large.
The republicans feel this anxiety as

ceenly as the democrats, for If Walsh
should win and the republicans still
*arry the legislature, they say the countrywould cry, "Massachusetts has goneiemocratic," all the public Interest beingcentered upon the two central figures,Walsh and McCall.
For their part the democrats say that

[f McCall and the entire ticket go in it
will be a hard blow at democratic nationalprestige and discouraging to the
Taithful while giving aid and comfort to
the enemy.
A heavy vote is promised, much heavier

than last year, and the republicans take
encouragement from this. They argue
that Masachusetts is, at core, a republicanstate when the full vote turns out.
in the last election, when Walsh was
sleeted governor by 13,000, more than
150,000 voters stayed at home, and the
republicans claim the majority of the
stay-at-homes were republicans.

Suffrage Iaaue Aids Registration.
The pendency of the woman suffrage

amendment is partly responsible for the
large registration. There is no mistaking
the fixed determination of the male
voters to overwhelm the women with an
avalanche of votes, and no one could be
found in the management of either of the
old parties who thinks for a moment that
woman suffrage will have the ghost of a
show.
The Intensity of feeling against suffrageIs remarkable, but It Is unmis-

N-REMOVING ON THE 1ST

takable among the rank and file of
democrats, although both Walsh and
MoCal! have declared in favor of it personally.
There are two other referenda to come

up for action next Tuesday. One is an
income tax amendment, and the other
authorizes the legislature to take land
land sell it for homesteads to relieve
congestion of population.
Boston' Votes on Recall of Mayor,
Then there Is a question Important to

Boston.that of the recall of Mayor
Curley of that city. The mayor 1s elect-,
ed for four years, but it is provided
that every two years the voters shall
ballot upon the recall of the mayor. It
requires a majority of the total registeredvote of the city to effect recall.
This proceeding is automatic under

the law. There Is no special demand
for the recall of the mayor, and it is
not expected that it will carry.
The whole state is pulsing with the

campaign over the governorship, and
not even a presidential election since
1896 has attracted more attention. It's
an off year elsewhere, but In this state
there Is anything but apathy, and from
now until next Monday night the campaignerswill keep the populace in a

ferment of political agitation.

BRITISfTCRlMR
IS TOTAL WRECK

Argyll Runs Aground on East
Coast of Scotland.All

Atoard Saved.

LONDON. October 28..The British
cruiser Argyll has run aground and
may be a total wreck. All hands were

rescued. This was made known by the
admiralty today In the following announcement:
"H. M. S. Argyll, Capt. James Tancred.R. N., grounded this morning off

the east coast of Scotland. Owing to
bad weather prevailing, it Is feared
she may become a total wreck. All
her officers and the crew have been
saved."
The Argyll, 10,850 tons displacement,

was laid down in 1902. Her normal
complement is 655. She is 460 feet
long. Her largest guns are 7.5 inches,
of which she carries four. She has six
six-inch, two three-inch and twentytwothree-pound guns and two torpedo
tubes.

TOTAL OF 700,000 PHOTOS.

Pictures Taken of School Pupils for
Identification Purposes.

NEW YORK, October 28..Photographs
of every pupil in the public schools of
this city are being made under the directionof the board of education "for identification."Each boy or girl whose photographhas been made has received a
duplicate identification card containing
the bearer's photograph, and has been instructedto carry it.
When the collection is complete it will

contain about 700,000 photographs. Some
of the parents are said to have protested
against the photographing of their children.

Gen. Grenville M. Dodge 111.
COUNCIL, BLUFFS. Iowa, October 28.

.Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, only living
corps commander of the civil war and a
well known railroad builder, is critically
ill at his home here. Gen. Dodge returned
three weeks ago from New York, where
he went to consult a specialist He is
eighty-four years old.

Telephone Main 2440,
A telephone message to

Main 2440, or postal card
mailed now, will start the
delivery of The Star tomor-row.
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Federal Secret Service Agents
After Those Who Supplied £

the Finances.
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Lieut. Fay, Alleged Head of Con- b<

spiracy, Discredited by German 5
% tii

Ambassador and in Berlin.
w
tu

NEW YORK, October 28..
Efforts of federal prosecutors and
secret service agents here were n<

directed today to an investigation to

of the financial backing of the
leaders of the conspiracy to blow
up war munition plants and ships,
of which Lieut. Robert Fay of the 3
Germany army is alleged to be of

the head.
Federal authorities in charge of the ga

case of the five men accused of con- ^spiracy asserted today that the govern- cj,
ment was without evidence that Robert -?n

Fay, the confessed head of the alleged applot, was acting on any authority other «

than his own. ne

Preparing Case for Grand Jury. fei
I of"We are preparing the legal aspects of

the case for grand jury consideration," Qpsaid United States Attorney H. Snowden fa,
Marshall. ex

"But we have absolutely nothing to
lead us to believe that Fay. who says
he was a German army lieutenant, was
actuated by an official authority in Eu- ,

rope. Fay has made only one confes- fsion. In .it he says nothing of having it
been commissioned by the head of any Jsecret service." JJ®Lawyers for Walter L. Scholz, Fay's j£'brother-in-law; Dr. Herbert Kienzle
Imprisoned in New York; Paul Daeche rr
In Jersey City, N. J., and Max Breitung,
who is out on bond, conferred today jwith their clients. .

Abraham Snydecker. attorney for J]1*Scholz, Issued a statement giving .Scholz's account of his relations with
.i 1-- ' Vv

otuwiz Htiia worttea lor ivayfor $25 a week, and although he car- ,ried packages, ran a motorboat and 8

automobile for the latter, he was ig- of
norant of engaging in a plot to place fo
bombs on the propellers on boats laden

withsupplies for the allies. la1
William J. Flynn, chief of the United of

States secret service, was quoted today eo
as saying: m<
"I believe we are going to get the Oi

financiers of this plot. Fay says he £
had and spent only $4,000. Paul Siebs fa
says that Fay told him he had $7,500 cit
when he started for this country. We ge
believe Fay spent $30,000."
United States District Attorney H.

Snowden Marshall does not believe that
the most important of the conspirators 1
have yet been captured, and expects bu
that other arrests will be made. wc
The federal officials said that if the ti,

men who had furnished money for Fay *

and his associates are discovered they bl<
will be called upon to face charges as dv,
serious as those against the men al- Qpready arrested.

Alleges He Was Deceived.
Paul Siebs said today that he was goingto appear against the alleged conspiratorsas a witness for the state becausehe had been deceivetf and led

into a trap. Siebs, who declares that he
lived In Chicago from 1910 to 1913 as
a clerk and traveling auditor, said he
came to the United States, after visitingGermany last year, to buy copper
tor the use of Germany.
Ca.pt. Harold C. Woodward of the

(Continued on Ninth Page.)

ATTACKS AS
ON DISTRICI

lerbert J. Browne
Favoritism to

Specuk
lakes Argument Before Jc

Congress in Favoi
Taj

An attack upon the assessmen

liich he charged was far too low,
>day before the joint select commit
seal relations between the federal
oluntbia.

Mr. Browne charged that the a

ble to large land speculators in the
ifluenced by men interested in \Ya
He charged that the present D

is duties in the matter of arrivin
id asserted that the assessor relied
rokers, instead of going to the Dis
ic true consideration paid for prop

Arguments were made by Mr.
ased upon land. Such a system,
eal to all parties.

Says Plan Is Not Binding. j e
Herbert J. Browne resumed the stand \
hen the committee met today. He said t
at he wished to amplify a statement j f
ade by himself yesterday to the ef- r

ct that the half-and-half plan was

>ad, since the total receipts of al'< t
nds derived from the District an- a

lally was in round numbers $10,000,- t

0 while the federal government's an- i
lal appropriation amounts to about c

1,000,000.
"Senator Chilton suggested yesterday 1
hen 1 first made this statement that
e United States must owe the Dis- 1

ict a large sum of money if I had '
ated the case correctly," said Mr. t

««T 1; ^t K.i lialf.and. I
row uc. L i ci'i'cu i».«.». ,
ilf law is not binding- upon each sue- '

ieding Congress, that in each appro- '

Ration itiil provision must be made J
»r the half and half. It never was
>nsidered a contract and never was I
msidered permanent. Therefore there
no debt on the part of the United
ates to the District." j I
Mr. Browne then took up the ques-
on of per capita expenditures in the
ties of group 2 of census bulletin No. 1

6. which includes cities of from *

0,000 to 500.000 population. He \ J

towed that the per capita expendi- *

res in these cities were as follows: c

jfifalo, $34.73; San Francisco, $62.49;!
)s Angeles, $63.53; Milwaukee, $25.38; x

ncinnati. $37.47; Newark. $36.80; New *

"leans, $24.94: Washington, $35.45. *

id Minneapolis, $33.50, the average L

>ing $39.99. T

'Yet the per capita expenditures of 1

ashington are only $35.45," Mr. e

rowne commented.
Representative Gard asked if there
ere any exceptions, so far as expendiresin Washington was concerned.
None that I know of," said Mr. 11

rowne. He said that the argument
ems irresistible that if these cities Is
group 2 chose to mortgage them- jc

Ives and issue bonds to pay for pub-
; improvements, it was a hardship to
x the people of those cities in order ^

"spare the people of the District P
om making such sacrifices and such ii
vestments."
'What is the indebtedness of the Dis-
ict?" asked Representative Gard.

Small Indebtedness Here. c

Is
Mr. Browne then gave the indebtedness p
the various cities of group two. in- V

iding Washington, as follows Wash-
gton. $9,566,137; Buffalo. $33,654,772 ; q
,n Francisco, $35,640,936 ; Dos Angeles, e

3,444,330 ; Milwaukee, $14,253,888 ; Cin- tl

inati, $66,376,0X9 ; Newark, $44,308,-
0; New Orleans, $44,167,875 ; Minne- U
mlis $23,199,804. ic

'Washington has the smallest indebted- 1

ss by far," said Air. Browne. He re- J?,
rred to arguments made in the brief p
the citizens' joint committee to the o

ect that the federal government was

posed to the establishment of manucturingestablishments in Washington, p
cept its own. jr
'1 have never been able to find that
e government has opposed the estab- SJ
hment of manufactures in Washing- ,r
nV said Mr. Browne.
'What has prevented the establishment je
these manufactures in Washington are c<
e extraordinary and excessive land val- q
s In Washington, which have been
ought about through the aid of the
ieral subsidy to the District, and which
ve themselves made the cost of living
Washington very high. It was jm- 81

ssible for private manufacturers to t;
ild and operate here because of the c<
?h cost of land and the high cost of t,ing for operatives.
"Take Baltimore, which is similar to
ashington in many ways; the cost of h
ring there is about one-half what it o
in Washington, and Baltimore is one ai
the greatest manufacturing cities d<

r its size in the country." a;
dr. Browne said that the anti-smoke ii:
w and the laws regulating the height tl
buildings were not properly to be

nsidered opposition to the establish- m
mt of manufacturing plants in the al
strict. w
Senator Works called attention to the
ct that similar laws exist in other in
ies in the country, including Dos An- da
les. th

Opposes Blocks of Small Houses.
dr. Browne said that he hoped the
UUlIlg regumoiw"o 'II me i^ioiuvi w

>uld be made more stringent, and that of
ey would prevent the erection of m

>ck on block of small, attached ^
rellings, which he said the real estate se
erators foisted off upon government st

Germany's Counterpj
Though Germany doe:

lish Halloween, Valpurgi
. May 1, is much the sann

man ghost stories equal tc
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1ESSMENTS
r PROPERTY
Makes Charge of
Large Land

itors.
m ^ m ** m M

unt delect Committee ot
r of the Single
im

t of real estate in the District,
was made by Herbert I. Browne
tee of Congress investigating the
government and the District of

ssessmcnts were not only favor:District, but that they had been
ishington real estate,
istrict assessor was negligent in
g at the real value <>f property,
upon reports made by real estate

.trict title companies to ascertain
erty.
Browne in favor of a single tax,
he insisted, would give a square

mploves as Jiomes, saying that the eost
>f land was so high that every inch
lad to l»e built upon. He suggested
hat before the hearing was completedrecords from the courts showing
eal estate transactions in Washington
vould he brought in.
Senator Works said that he thought
he long rows of attached houses were
m abomination, and called attention to
he fact thr-.i he had introduced ji hill
ii the Senate prohibiting- the erection
>f such rows of houses.
"The privately owned buildings of
A'ashington are a disgrace to the captalfor the most part." said Mr.
irowne. "Take the buildings along'ennsylvania avenue from the Capitol
o tiie Treasury Department. All are
111 worthy until you reach The Star
luilding, which is a model of archiecturalbeauty and simplicity. Then
here are the Raleigh Hotel and the
Vew Willard. and the Post < )ftice De>artmentand the District building.""1 must say," said Senator Works,'that there seems to be very little civic
iride in the matter of their buildings
imong the residents of the District.
A'e are constantly met with the argunentsthat realty is high and rents
oo low when we want to do anything.Chore is not so much civic pride inhat as tlie question of dollars and
:ents."
"You have put your finger on the
ery spot," said Mr. Browne. He said
hat drastic means should be adopted
o better the situation. He then took
ip a comparison of the manner invhich cities are built in Germany and
11 this country, with particular referneeto Washington.

Criticises Assessment Here.
Mr. Browne spoke of the underassessnentof American cities generally and
aid that it was largely due to the
truggle between the municipal and
ounty and state tax levies. He critlisedthe manner in which the law reuiringthat a two-thirds valuation of
roperty be taxed in the District, saytgthat this provision had been meant
o establish a minimum, but had alwaysbeen taken to mean a maximum.
Taking up the contention of the joint
itizens committee that Washington
h#uid not be compared to other cities
aying county and state taxes, because
Washington had none of the benefits
erived from such tuxes he. said that
was not tenable, since the residents

f Washington had the benefits of govrnmenthere, just as the residents of
tie other cities.
"i never could see anything in th«
ontention that Washington pays taxes
s willingly as any other city," he
ontinued. IJe then went on to say that
he ultimate taxpayer is the man who
ays rent, buys goods, rides in the
treet cars, etc.; that the rent money
rovides the fund from which the
wner pays his tax, that the street cat
icket furnishes a part of the tax on
fie public utility.
"If I am patriotic enough to buy a
iece of imported cloth 1 am supportlgthe government," said Mr. Browne.
"That is a very dangerous ground,"
lid Senator Chilton with a smile, "you
tav split the committee."
"You may hold it dangerous," intertctedA. S. Worthington, "but, of
aurse. it is very pertinent to this in-
uiry."
Taxation Without Representation.
Leaving tariff questions, Mr. Browne
ivung into "taxation without represenition,"and made mention of colonial
contentions along that line, and said
iiit slogan has been used as a refuge
ehind whiqh residents of the District
ide themselves, and expressed the
pinion that it was no longer a safe
sylum. He said he believed the resientshave an excellent representat' a,
nd that they are extremely successful
i obtaining hearings and realizing
leir wishes.
A member of the joint select com*
ittee asked Mr. Browne a question
bout the number of District people
ho are voters elsewhere:
"The number is gradually decreasg."was the answer. "In the old
lys government employes who had to
link of politics to hold their jobs paid
ore attention to voting." Mr. Browne
en made a speech upholding some of
e features of the old spoils system,
aiming that "it brought here men
ith a ounch There was an exohniiee
Rood-humored repartee on the remitteeside of the table just then, but

apresentative Cooper took the oppornityvigorously to uphold the civil
rvice system, taking as a single inanceof efficiency the fine organizairt

of Halloween,
s not observe theEngisnacht,which conies

alsp there are Ger)our Halloween ones.
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