Full report on page 17.

WEATHER.

Fair, warmer tonight. Tomorrow

partly cloudy and warmer; gentle to .
moderate shifting winds, becoming

southerly.

Temperature for the past twenty-four
hours: Highest, 70, at 4 p.m. yesterday;
lowest, 41, at 7 a.m. today.

CLOSING NEW YORK STOCKS PAGE 17.
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USKUP IS RETAKEN
BY SERBS IS CLAIN.
BULGARS RETREAT

King Ferdinand’s Men Said to
Be Falling Back on Veles-
Komanovo Front.

VARNA IS BOMBARDED
BY A RUSSIAN FLEET

Fierce Fighting in Timok Valley,
Both Sides Reporting
Successes.

PIROT SAID TO HAVE FALLEN

Also  Seize
Eniajevats. Height of Krenova-

Bulgarians Zajecar
clava—TFrench March
on Istip.

LONDON, October 28— noi-
ficial reports from Greek sources
represent the situation in south-
ern Serbia as r:tn‘(*_i\'h:lt more fa-
vorable to the entente.allies. A
dispatch from Athens, which has
not been confirmed, states that
the Bulgarians have withdrawn
from Uskup before the Serbians.

Advices from Salomiki tell of a
fierce Dattle along the Veles-
Komanove front. with the Dul-

garians retreating.

lope is be-

ing revived in London that the!

Serbians will be able to reform
their lines along the Monastir
front.  In the Strumitsa region
the Jrench have occupied the vil-
lage of Tirteli.

“A Russian fleet arrived at 4
o'clock this morning off the Bul-
garian coast,” savs a Bucharest
dispatch, “and immediately hegan
.a bombardment of Varna. Shell-
ing was still proceeding at 11
o'clock. Considerable damage has
been done to the town.”

That the Bulgarians have been
repulsed in the Timok valley after
two days of desperate fighting is
the news conveyed from Italy.
One of their regiments is sur-

rounded between the Timok and |

BRIAND WILL HEAD
FRANGE'S CABINET

Premier Viviani and His Min-
istry Formally Resign
Positions.

BRIAND.

ARISTIDE

PPARIS, October 28, 2:30 pm—The
Viviani ministry resigned today. Aris-
tide Hriand, former premier, has ‘been
asked to form a new ecabinet. It is un-
derstood that M. Vivianui will be minis-
ter of justice in the reorganized cabi-
net.

The cabinet in its new form will
be ready to appesr before parliament
this afterncon, acecording to the im-
pression prevailing in political circless
'aul Deschanel, president of - the
chamber, will move an adjournment un-
til temorrow, when the work of recon-
struction will be complete.

Information now available indicates
that M. BHriand will become foreign
minister as well as premier, with Jules
Cambon, who was ambassador to Ger-
many at the outbreak of the war, as his
principal secretary.

nat

| Probable Designations.

In addition to M. Viviani, probable
1‘—1es: nations are:
| Minister of war, Gen. J. 8. Gallient,

Lmilitary governor of Paris; minister of
| : - s
(marine, Fear Admiral Lacaze; minister
|

jof " agricuiture, Etienne (_']ernemel.E
| former minister of agriculture and
finance; minister of commerce, L. L.

Klotz, former minister of the interior
and of finance, or Joseph Thierry, un-
der secretary in the ministry of War;
mimster of instruction, Emile Combes,
former premier.

The other members of the cabinet
Just resigned, according to this pro-
gram, may continue in their positions.

8ix New Ministers.

The Journal states that thers will
be six ministers of state without ports]
folior, of whom four will be Senators
and two deputies. 1t is also said the
undersecretaryships will not be filled
except in the cake of the minister of
war, in  which debartment Albert
Thomas is to be continued in office, in
charge of the output of munitions.
Conferences relative to the ministerial
situation were continued during tha

: 2, | morning, wi
the Danube, and will be obliged | the cabinet as o cormmty®, Teshaping

to surrender, it is declared. Two
Serbian divisions, under Gen.
Glokowitch, are marching against
the Austro-Germans.

Berlin Claims Advance.

The Austro-German invasion of Ser-
bla has been pushed further to the
south, German army headquarters an-
nouneced today. The army of Gen. Gall-
witz had taken 2,033 prisoners since
22, it is declared.

The PBulgarians have captured Zaje-
Kniajevats, having crossed the
OVET lurge front, Berlin an-

Zajecar and Kniajevats are
railread from Negotin to Nish,
which the Bulgarians are now
ne injevats is about thirty
from Nish

Oetober

Krenovaciava, about
of rot {east
occupied by

(yen. wvon
Gallwitz's army | n a numhber of
machine guns from the Serhians.

Bulgarians Take Pirot.

Bulgarian forces also have occupied

the strongly fortified town of Pirot,
says a dispatch to the M=ail from Sa-
lonik! Pirot is thirt miles east
of Nist It was the scene of an im-
portant hattle hetween Serbs and Bul- |
garians 1555

; the

Hince Sunda)
have run without interrt
Glevgzoll and Veles. This gection, it is
eaid, has been entirely cleared of Bul-
EAriane

The Bulzarian authoritles
cupled the raflway line between
Dedeaghatch and Oktehilar, which is
now worked by the Bulgarian state.

Albanians Fight Serbs.

AMhanians In the Kossovo distriet of
EBerbir (the Prizrend region) have be-
gun hostilities against
pcecording to the official statement !s-
gued in Sofla by the Bulgarian war
office

The entlre armament on the Bnsporus
kas heen transferred to Tyhtaldla and
Adrianople, while the Turklsh garrison

have oc-

has heesn sent to the Hulgarian fron-
tier A correspondent at Athens wires
that he has this news from reliable |

sources in Constantine For fear of
ralds hy Russian aero nes Constantl-
nople is plunged in obscurity nightly.

Marching Upon Istip.

The rcorrespondent
Franco-Serbian
Veles,

also reports that
troops, after retaking

marching

are eastward upeon
Istip, overcon ing Hulgarlan resistance
fn that re (3
ten. Kirkoff, in command of the Bul-
garvian forees along the Greek fron-
tie huas Issued an order of the day, in
which he sa to his troops
“The hour has struck to realize the
nspirations of the people nnd hunt
down the ravagers of Macedonia. Bul-
garians will thus dominute from the
Adriatic to Thrace. Eemember the
heroism of your ancestors. Give re-
birth to the glory of Alexander, the
great Bulgarian”
e ——
To Make Shells for Neutrals,
BURGH, October 28 —S8peelal
ry Is being installed in the
dge plant of the Alleghany
npany and next week work
whil b wheed  turning out  shells

for

countries

of Europe. A
number of orders were recently placed
with the compuny, and the first ship-
ments will be to the Swedlsh gov-
ernment.

i in
| Premier Viviani's

* troop trains |
tion hetween |

the BSerblans,

the cabinet as to command united sup-
port of the country and of parlinment.

Viviani Desires~¥est,

The belief was expressed hy persons
close touch with the situation that
long service through
the period since the outbreak of the war
had taxed his strength severely and
that he desired to rest, as well as to

bring forward some strong figure who
would better uniie all elements as his
SUCCESSOT.

Briand Issues Statement.

The following statement to the press
was made by M. Briand:

“Fremler Viviani took steps to en-
large his cabinet. T am continuing them
in my turn, but T have no official man-
date, since there is no ministerial erisis,
Accordingly, the conversations 1 have
had with various political leaders have
been only seml-official, and I ask you
to explain that it is In that sense that
my activities must be regarded. Per-

haps I may be in a position to say more
very soon."

New British Cabinet
Not Considered, Claim;
Council to Run War

fLONDOXN, Getober 28 —No reconstruc-
! tlon of the eabinet nor constitution of
a smaller eabinet is belng consldered
b;’ the government at the present time,
says the parliamentary correspondent
of the Daily News. But !t has been de-
cided, he saye, to give official recog-
nition to a hitherto unofficlal “inner
war council or committes.”

Seven to ten ministers have hereto-
fore taken part at various times In the
| deliberations of this body, which is now
| to be officlally appointed with an exact
| definition of powers and principles.
The ecommittes, the newspaper says,
will sit dailly and will declde on exec-
utive acts of war. BSuch decisions,
| moreover, need not !n future he re-
| ferred for approval to the full cabinet.

Size Not Decided.

It is not yet decided whether mem-
bership In the new council shall num-
ber three, five or seven. Two proposals
as to Its formation are being consid-
ered. The first ig that the balance of
poiltical opinion represented In the full
cabinet should be presérved (n the
council-—in other words that the coun-
¢il should be a miniature of the cabi-
net. The other propoeal s that the
counecil s=hould contain only ministers
direct!'y concerned with the conduet of

the wWar.

| In the former case the number of
Imembers would be seven, In the latter
case either three or five. In either case
it is understood that Winston SBpencer
Churchill will no longer serve on the
inner body.

Churchill May Resign.

Rumors were agaln current in the lob-
blea of the house of commons last night
that Winston Spencer Churchill, chan-
cellor of the duchy of Lancaster, was
about to resign his seat in the cabinet.

Diuring the recent gossip in London
preceding the retirement of Sir Edward
Carson as attorney general in the Brit-
ish cabinet there were rumors that sev-
eral ministers might resign their port-
folios. Among those spoken of in this
connection was Mr. Churchill, who, it
was declared, was eager to give up the
chancellorship of the duchy of Lancas-
ter to go to the front.

-

SCHOOL BUILDING
SWEPT BY FLAMES;
CHILDREN PERISH

Twenty Pupils of Parochial
School in Peabody, Mass.,
Meet Death.

MANY OTHERS INJURED
IN FLIGHT TO THE EXITS

Cry of Fear From the Throng Starts
Panic and Destroys
Discipline.

TEACHERS MAKE THEIR ESCAPE

Frantic Parents Surround the Burn-
ing Structure and Make Vain At-
tempts at Rescue—DPolice
Searching for Bodies.

PEABODY, Mass., October 28.
—Twenty pupils of St. John's
Parochial School lost their lives
in a fire that started in the base-
ment a few minutes after the
morning session had opened to-
day and that swept through the
three stories of the brick and
wooden school building in less
than five minutes.

Nineteen of the boys and girls,
none of whom  was out of their
teens, were crushed or burned to
death while attempting to escape.
A score of others were injured,
some dangerously. Of the latter
one, Mildred Mead, aged sixteen,
died after having been removed 'to
a hospital.

The bodies of the dead were
frightfully burned, and of the nine-
teen at the morgue only two,
Elizabeth Nolan, aged seventeen
vears, and Mary Sullivan, six-
teen, both members,of the senior
¢lass, had been identified this after-
noon. Other bodies were believed
to be in the ruins, and it was
thought that twenty-five —had

been killed or fatally injured.

The s=tudents, who ranged In ¥years
from seven to thirteen, were In charge
of sixteen sisters. When the fire broke
out the smisters marshaled their charges
as for a fire drill., and started them
from the building. The processions
were orderly until those from the third
floor joined others pouring from the
classroom on the second floor.

Children Panic-Stricken.

Suddenly there was a cry of fear from
one of the throng. It was taken up by
a hundred others and panic ensued.

The sisterse made frantic efforts to
stop the pushing, struggling mass, but
to no purpose. The smaller children
fell under the feet of those behind
them and soon the vestlbule was mso
jammed with living and dead that the
firemen could not force an entrance.
The sixteen sisters escaped.

The flames, it iz supposed, started In
the basement, and, according to some,
were caused by the explosion of a
steam boller from which the bullding
was heated. There is doubt, however,
as to the exact origin of the fire.

A large percentage of the puplls were
children of foreign parentage. In the
number were many of Irish and Itallan
descent. The firemen fought the fire
from ladders raised to the windows,
while the police cleared the vestibule.
The bodles of the dead generally were
burned beyvond recognition.

Mary Leeds and Marion Hayes were
found in the crush badly burmed but
alive, and were removed to a hospital.

Located on Chestnut Street.

St. John's Parochial School stands on
Chestnut street near St. John's Catholic
Church and the home of Rev. Nicholas
Murphy, the pastor. Opposite is St
John's Convent

Il The first alarm brought a hundred dis-
tracted mothers to the school yard, where
soon they were joined by other relatives
of the pupils, until the bullding was sur-
rounded by a great crowd of hysterical
men and women who rushed the police
lines in a wild effort to reach their chil-
dren. The police were powerless to stop
the rush, but what they falled to do was
accomplished presently by the flames
which, shooting from the windows of the
building. held back the unhappy throng.

The school buildlng was erected a
few years ago at a cost of about $100,-
000. It was square shaped with wood
fittings lining the Interior of the brick
frama. There were sixteen class rooms
on the three floors. At each end of the
building wooden stalrways led down
from the two upper floors.

The head of the school {8 Mother Su-
perior Sister Aldegon, who was as-
gisted by fifteen sisters. The mother
superior detected the odor of smoke
a few minutes after the school chil-
dren appeared. She immediately sound-
ed an alarm which started the chil-
dren to the street.

Pupils Rush to Wrong Exit.

According to the version of the sis-
ters, the puplls were marching out in
an orderly manner until the leaders
who had reached the ground floor made
the mistake of rushing into the vesti-
bule at the front exit (nstead of going
out at the rear door as they had been
trained to do. This caused confusion
among those who followed, and con-
gestion in the vestibule.

Meantime the flames had reached the
stairways and caught the struggling
children. Within five minutes flames
were shooting from all the windows
and exits. The local firemen, unable
to control the blaze, summoned aild
from Salem, Danvers and Marblehead,
but this came too late,

Police and firemen bent their energles
chiefly to pulling children from doors
and windows. The mother superior
dropped twenty-five of her charges
from a window on the second floor and
they were caught in overcoats and
blankets improvised as fire nets,

Two hours after the fire started
twenty bodies had been taken from the
ruins and others were being sought.

There were no fire escapes on the out-
side of the bullding.

Deeds of herolsm were not wanting.
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CLOSE VOTE SHOWN
BY INSIDE FIGURES

Winning Candidate for Govern-
or of Massachusetts Will
Have Small Margin.

INDICATION OF DEFEAT
FOR WOMAN’S SUFFRAGE

Republicans Likely to Elect the
Lieutenant Governor and Sweep
the Legislature.

BY N. 0. MESSENGER.

BOSTON, October 28.—Indicative of
the apprehended close vote by which
the Massachusetts gubernatorial elec-
tion will be declded Are the “inside”
figures of men close In touch with the
Walsh and MeCall campaigns. .

When it is realized that the demo-
erats would be wvery much gratified
‘f they could be assured that they
would win by 65.000 and the repub-
licans would be pleased now If they
could count upon 7,000, it may be geen
how uncertain the outcome 18 regarded.

Those estimates are on the vote for
governor. There is absolutely no cer-
tainty In the minds of the leaders of
elther side as to assured victory, not-
withstanding their loud public claims.
Yet there I8 every ground for the he-
llef that the republican candidate for
lleutenant governor will be elected by
not less than 26.000 and that the re-
publicans will sweep the legislature.

If you ask why this discrepancy—
why there ia such doubt of the Bov-
‘rnorshlp and such republican confi-
ance over the rest of the ticket—the
nswer is found in the explanation tel-
*graphed The Btar yesterday of the
~art the prohibitionists and thelr fol-
‘wing among the ministers may play
:n the result. The prohibitionists, It
‘s feared, have thumbs down for the

republican candidate for overnor,
while not attacking the otharsa.

Each Bide Btrenuously Active,

With the contest narrowing to such a
close margin In these closing days it
2an be imagined that each side Is strain-
ing every nerve to overlap that margin.
Both sides realize the tremendous moral
effect the result in Massachusetts may
have upon the country at large.

The republicans feel this anxlety as
keenly a5 the democrats, for If Walsh
should win and the republicans still
carry the legislature, they say the eoun-
try would cry, “Massachusetts has gone
democratic,”” all the public Interest he-
ing centered upon the two central fig-
ures, Walsh and McCall],

For their part the democrats say that
if McCall and the entire ticket go in it
will be a hard blow at democratic na-
tiona]l prestige and discouraging to the
faithful while glving ald and comfort to
the enemy.

A heavy vote is promised, much heavier
than last yvear, and the republleans take
encouragement from this. They argue
that Masachusetts is, at core, a repub-
lican state when the full vote turns out.
In the last electlon, when Walsh was
elected governor by 13,000, more than
150,000 voters stayed at home, and the
republicans clalm the majority of the
stay-at-homes were repuhlicans.

Suffrage Issue Aids Begistration.

The pendency of the woman suffrage
amendment i8 partly responsible for the
large registration. There {s no mistaking
the fixed determination of the male
voters to overwhelmn the women with an
avalanche of votes, and no one eould be
found In the management of either of the
old parties who thinks for a moment that
:vhomn suffrage will have the ghost of a

oW,
The intensity of fesling against suf-

frage is remarkable, but {t is unmis=

.

takable among the rank and file of
democrats, although both Walsh and
Mri’all have declared in favor of It per-
sonally.

There are two other referenda to come
up for action next Tuesday. One is an
income tax amendment, and the other
authorizes the legislature to take land
and sell it for homesteads to relieve
congestion of population.

Bostoxr Votes on Recall of Mayor.-

Then there Is a question Important to
Boston—that of the recall of Mayor
Curley of that city. The mayor 1s elect-
&d for four wyears, but it is provided
that every two years the voters shall
ballst upon the recall of the mayor. It
requires n majority of the total regls-
tered vote of the city to effect recall

This proceeding is automatlc under
the law. There is no special demand
for the recall of the mayor, and it is
not expected that It will carry.

The whole state Is pulsing with the
campalign over the governorship, and
not even a presidential election since
1596 has attracted more attention, It's
an off year elsewhere, but in this state
there {s anything but apathy, and from
now until next Monday night the cam-
palgners will keep the populace in a
ferment of political agitation.

BRITISH CRUISER
S TOTAL WRECK

Argyll Runs Aground-on East
Coast of Scotland—All
Aboard Saved.

LONDON, October 28.—The British
cruiser Argyll has run aground and
may be a total wreck. All hands were |
rescued. This was made known by the[
admiralty today in the following an-
nouncement:

“H. M. 8, Argyll, Capt. James Tan-
cred, R. N., grounded this morning off
the east coast of Scotland. Owing to
bad weather prevailing, it is feared |
she may become a total wreck. All!
her officers and the crew have been
saved.”

The Argyll, 10,850 tons displacement,
was lald down in 1902, Her normal
complement {8 6566, Bhe iz 450 feet
long. Her largest guns are 7.5 inches,
of which she carries four. She has six
asix-inch, two three-inch and twenty-
two three-pound guns and two torpedo
tubes.

TOTAL OF 700,000 PHOTOS.

Pictures Taken of School Pupils for

Identification Purposes.

NEW YORK, October 28,—Photographs
of every pupil in the public schools of
this city are being made under the direc-
tion of the board of education “for iden-
tiflcation."” Each boy or girl whose photo-
graph has been made has recelved a
duplicate {dentification card containing
the bearer’s photograph, and has been in-
structed to earry It

When the collection is complete it wil]
contaln about 700,000 photographa. Some
of the parents are said to have protested
against the photographing of thelr chil-
dren.

Gen. Grenville M. Dodge Il

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa, October 28,
—~Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, only living
corps commander of the civil war and a
well known railroad builder, is critically
i1l at his home here. Gen. Dodge returned
three weeks ago from New York, where
he went to consult & speclalist Ha is
elghty-four years old.

Telephone Main 2440,

A telephone message to
Main 2440, or postal card
mailed now, will start the
delivery of The Star tomor-

row, i e b L B maie

K MONEYED ME
N MUNITIONS PLD

Federal Secret Service Agents
After Those Who Supplied
the Finances.

INQUIRY BY GRAND JURY
TO BEGIN NEXT MONTH

‘Lieut. Fay, Alleged Head of Con-
spiracy, Discredited by German
Ambassador and in Berlin.

NEW YORK, October 28—
Efforts of federal proseciiters and
secret service agents here were
directed today to an investigation
of the financial backing of the
leaders of the conspiracy to blow
up war munition plants and ships,
of which Lieut, Robert Fay of the
Germany army is alleged to be
the head.

Federal authorities in charge of the
case of the five men accused of con-
spiracy asserted today that the govern-
ment was without evidence that Robert
Fay, the confessed head of the alleged
piot, was acting on any authority other
than his own.

Preparing Case fo} Grand Jury.
!

“We are preparing the legal aspects of
the case for grand jury consideration,”
sild United States Attorney H. Snowden
Marshall.

“But we have absolutely nothing to
lead us to believe that Fay, who says
he was a German army lleutenant, was
actuated by an officlal authority in Eu-
rops. Fay has made only one confes-
gion. In it he says nothing of having
been commissioned by the head of any
secret service.”

Lawyers for Walter L. Bcholz, Fay's
brother-in-law; Dr. Herbert Kienzle
imprisoned in New York; Paul Daeche
In Jersey City, N. J., and Max Breitung,

who |s out on bond, conferred today |

with their clients.

Abraham Snydecker, attorney
Scholz, |Issued a statement
Scholz's account of his relatlons with
Fay. BScholz sald he worked for Fay
for $25 a week, and although he car-
rled packages, ran a motorboat and
automobile for the latter, he was ig-
norant of engaging In a plot to place
bombs on the propellers on boats laden
with supplies for the allles.

Willlam J. Flynn, chief of the United
States mecret service, was quoted today
as saying:

“I believe we are going to get the
financiers of this plot. Fay says he
had and spent only $4,000. Paul Siebs
says that Fay told him he had $7,500
when he started for this country, We
belleve Fay spent §30,000."

United States District Attorney H.
Snowden Marshall does not believe that
the most important of the conspirators
have yet been captured, and expects
that other arrests will be made.

The federal officials said that If the
men who had furnished money for Fay
and his assoclates are discovered they
will be called upon to face charges as
serious as those agalnst the men al-
ready arrested.

Alleges He Was Decefved.

Paul Siebs said today that he was go-
ing to appear against the alleged con-
spirators as a witness for the state be-
cause he had been decelved and led
into a trap. Slebs, who declares that he
lived Iin Chicago from 1910 to 1913 as
a clerk and traveling auditor, said he
came to the United States, after visit-
ing Germany last year, to buy copper
for the use of Germany.

Capt. Harold C. Woodward of the

(Continued on Ninth Page.)
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ATTACKS ASSESSMENTS
ON DISTRICT PROPERTY

Herbert J. Browne
Favoritism to
Specul

Makes Charge of
Large Land
ators.

Makes: Anpmment: Befire ot Stoct Commitios: of
Congress i Favor of the Single
Tax.

An attack upon the assessme
which he charged was far too low,

fiscal relations between the federa
Columbia.

Mr. Browne charged that the
able to large land speculators in th
influenced by men interested in W

He charged that the present I

and asserted that the assessor relie

the true consideration paid for pro
Arguments were made by Mr.
hased i:pnn land. Such a system,
deal to all parties.
Says Plan Is Not Binding.

Herbert J. Browne resumed the stand
when the committee met today. He said
that he wished to amplify a statement
made by himself yesterday to the ef-
fect that the half-and-half plan was
dead, since the total receipts of all
kinds derived f{rom the District an-
nually was in round numbers Sil_}.l'mﬂ.-
000 while the federal government's an-
nual appropriation amounts to about
6,000,000,

"Senator Chilton suggested yesterday
when 1 first made this statement that |
the United States must owe the Dis-
trict a large sum of money if T had
stated the ease correctly,” said Mr. |
‘Browne. *“I replied that the half-and-

in each
must he mads
It never was

ceeding Congress, that appro-
priation bill provision
for the half and half. }
considered a contract and never was|
considered permanent. Therefore there
is no debt on the part of the United
States to the Distriet.”

Mr. Browne then took up the
tion of per capita expenditures n t!ml
cities of group 2 of census bulletin No. |
126, which includes cities of from |
300,000 to 500,000 population. He |
showed that the per capita expendi
tures in these cities were as follow
Buffalo, $34.73; San Francisco, $62.4
Los Angeles, $63.53: Milwaukee, $25

ques- |

Cincinnati, $37.47; Newark. §36.80; ?ew.:
Orleans, $24.94; Washington, $35.45.
and Minneapolis, $33.50, the average |

bein 39.949.

“\‘Et 3Ftl-m per capita e,\‘[JendiEl!Tes of
Washington are only $35.45, Mr. |
Browne commented. ’

Representative Gard asked if there
were any exceptions, so far as expendi- |
tures in Washington was concerned. !

None that 1 knew of” said Mr,
Browne, He said that the argument
seems irresistible that if these citles
of group 2 chose to mortgage them- |
selves and issue bonds to pay for pulb-
lic improvements, it was a hardship to
tax the people of those cities in order |
to “spare the people of the District |
from making such sacrifices and such
investments."” LR

“What is the indebtedness of the Dls~i
trict?” asked Representative Gard.

Small Indebtedness Here. |

Mr. Browme then gave the indebtedness
of the wvarious citles of group two, in-
cluding Washington, as follows
ington, $9.566,137; Buffalo, $33,654,
San Francisco, $35,640,%36; To= Angeles,
$43,444,330 ; Milwaukee, $14,253,888; Cin- |
cinnati, $66,376,079,: Newark, SH.M.’:‘.—L
700; New Orleans, $44,167,875; Minne- |
apolis, $23,199,804. |

“Waghington has the smallest indehted—|
ness by far.,” s=aid Mr. Browne. - |
ferred to arguments made in the brief |
of the citizens' jolnt committee to the!
effect that the federal government was
opposed to the establishment of manu- |

7723 )

tacturing establishments in Washington,
except its owi

ves In Washington, which have been
brought about through the aid of the
federal subsidy to the District, and which
have themselves made the cost of llving
In Washington wvery high. It was jm-
poasible for private manufacturers to
build and operite here because of the
high cost of land and the high cost of
living for operatives,

“Take Baltimore, which is similar to

of the greatest manufacturing cities
for its size In the country.”

cities in the country, including Los An-
geles.

Opposes Blocks of Small Houses.

Mr. Browne said that he hoped the
building regulaaions in the District
would be made more stringent, and that
they would prevent the erection of
block on block of small, attached
dwellings, which he said the real estate
operators foisted off upon government

days government employes who had 1o

I
t

t

half law is not binding upon each =uo-

Wash- |

the
claiming
with & punch.” There was an exchange
of good-humaored

nt of real estate in the District,
was made by Herbert |. Browne

today before the joint select committee of Congress mvestigating the

1 government and the istrict of

assessments were not only favor-
e District, but that they had heen
ashington real estate.

Nstrict assessor was negligent in

his duties in the matter of arriving at the real value of property,

d upon reports madle l:_\' real estate

brokers, instead of going to the District title companies to ascertain

l}t."”_\'.
Browne in favor of a single tax,
he insisted, would give a square

emploves as homes, sayving that the cost
of land was %0 high that every inch
had to he Luilt apon, He sugzested
that Lefore the hearing ws complet=
ed records from the courts showing
real estate transactions in Washington
would be hrought in,

Senator Works s=aid that he thought
the long rows of attiached houses wers
an abomination, and called attention to
the fact thit he had introduced a bill
in the Senate prohibiting the erection
of =uch rows of houses,

“The privatelv owned bulldings of
Washington are a diserace to the cap-
ital for the most part,” =sald Mr
Browne.  “Take the huildings along
Pennsylvania avenue from the Capitol
ta the Treasury Department. All are
unworthy until vou reach The Star
buildingz, which is a model of archi-
tectural beauty and simplicity. Then
t!‘r--ro- are the Raleizh Hotel amd the
New Willard, and the PPost Office [e-
partment and the IMstrict building.”

*1I mut #=3," =pufd Senator Works,
“!l_ml Lhere =eams to be very little civie
pride in the matter of their buildings
among the residents of the Ddstriet
We are constantly met with the argu-
ments that realty is hizh and rents

too 1_0\,\- when we want to do anything.

There is not so much civie pride in
that as the gquestion of dollars and
cents.™

“You have put your finger on the
very spol,” said Mr. Browne. He sald
that drastic means should be adopted
to Dbetter the situntion. He then tosk
up a comparison of the manner in
.w'”'.'!' vities are built in Germany and
I this country, with particuliar refers
ence to Washington

Criticises Assessment Here.

Mr. Browne spoke of the underassess-
ment of American cities generally and
said that it was Iargely due to the
strugele between the municipal and
county aml state tax levies. He critl-
cised the manner in which the law re-

quiring that & two-thirds valuation of

property be taxed in the Distriet, say-
ing that this provision had been meant
to establish a minimum, but had al-

ways been taken to mean 4 maximum,

Taking up the contention of the joint
cltizens conygnittes that Washington
sheuld not be compared to other cities
Paying county and state taxes, because
Washington had none of the benents
derived [rom sueh tuxes, he said that
It was not tenable, gince the residents

hington had the benerits of gov-

> see anvthing in the
contention t Washington pays taxes
as: willingls 18 any other city,” ha
continued. He then went on to say that
the uitimate taxpayer 15 the man who
pays rent, buys goods, rides in the
street cars, ete.; that the rent money
provides the fund from which the
owner pavs his tax, that the street car
ticket furnishes a part of the tax on

the public utility.

“If 1 am patriotic enough to buy a
plece of imported cloth I am support-
g the government,” said Mr. Browne,

“1 have never heen able to find that “That is a very dangerous ground,”
the government has opposed the estab- |said Senator Chilton with o smile, “you
{lishment of manufactures in Washing- | may eplit the committee.”
ton'.' said Mr. Browne. “You may hold it dangerous,” inter-

“What has prevented the establishment |jected A. 8. Worthington, “but, of
of these manufactures In Washington are | course, it is very pertinent to this ine
the extraordinury and excessive land val- | quiry.”

Taxation Without Representation.

Leaving tariff questions, Mr. Browne

swung into “taxation without represen-

tation,” and made mention of colonial
contentions along that line, and said
thitt slogan has been used as a refuge
behind which residents of the District

Washington in many ways; the cost of | hide themselves, and expressed the
living there is about one-half what it opinion that It was no longer a safe
1s in Washington, and Baltimore is one |asylum. He said he believed the resi-

dents have an excellent representat’ a,

and that they are extremely successful

Mr. Browne sald that the anti-smoke |in obtaining hearings and realizing
law and the laws regulating the height | their wishes,
of bulldings were not properly to be| A memi of the joint select com-
considered opposition to the establish- | mittee asked Mr Browne a question
ment of manufacturing plants in the [about the number of District people
District. who are voters elsewhers:

Senator Works called attention to the | “The number !s gradually decreas-
fact that similar laws exist in other |ing,” was the unswer. “In the old

think of palitics to hold their jobs paid

nore attention to voting.” Mr. Browne
hen made a speech upholding some of
features of the old spoils syvstem,
that “it brouzht hers men

the
then,

repartee on
nittee side of the table just

ot -
but

Hepresentative Cooper took the oppor-

unity vigorously to uphold the civil

service system, taking as a single in-
stance of efficiency the fine organiza-

Read the article in The

Germany’s Counterpart of Halloween.

Though Germany does not observe the Eng-

lish Halloween, Valpurgisnacht, which comes
. May 1, is much the same; also there are Ger-
man ghost stories equal to our Halloween ones.

Sunday Star.



