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Temperature for the
hours: Highest, 74, at 3:30

Full report on page 11.
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RUSS TROOPS SA
FOR BULGAR PORT
TOBEGININVAS

Serbians’ Position More Des-
perate—Kraguyevatz Ar-
! senal Is Threatened.

KING FERDINAND’S MEN
HAVE RETAKEN VELES

Pirot in Complete Control of Enemy. |
French Forces Occupy
Strumitsa.

MONTENEGRINS 1IN BATTLE
Storming of Austrian Position and
Infliction of Great Losses on
Foe Are Claimed Near
Visegrad.

LONDON, October 30—The|
position of Serbia is becoming |
more desperate daily. Nish
threatened by the Duigarians,
while the Austrians and Germans
are gradually opening the way to-
ward the great Serbian arsenal
at Kraguvevatz. Rome reported
that the Serbian capital hagbeen
removed “to a certain point.”

According to the latest official
reports {from Sofia, the Serbians|
are in retreat in a westerly direc-
tion all along the Bulgzarian front.
Bulgarians assert that they are in
possession of Negotin, Brza Pa-
lanka, Zajecar, Kniajevats and
several villages in the Timok val-
ley, which gives them a startegi-
cal position- of primary import-
ance. The complete capture of
Pirot is now claimed by the war
office at Sofia.

The Bulgarians have recap-
tured Veles (Koprulu), Serbia,
according to the Athens corre-
spondent of the Timies. Veles is
twenty-three miles southeast of
Uskup, and is on the railroad line
between Uskup 9nd Saloniki.

“It is learned from a good
source that the French after a
three days’ fight have occupied
Strumitsa,” sayvs a dispatch to the
Exchange Telegraph Company
from Athens, “and advanced thir-
ty-two kilometers (about twenty
miles) into Bulgarian territory.
The Bulgarians lost heavily.”

Large contingents of Russian
troops have set. sail from the
Black sea ports of (Odessa and
Sebastopol for the Bulgarian
coast, the Berlin Tageblatt says.

13

Fleet Prepares Way.

The dispatch, telegraphed to the
Tageshlatt from Bucharest, says that
the transports are convoeyed by a strong
sgquadron. The recent attack by Hus-
sian warships op the Bulgarian fort of
Varna, according to this account, was
made in preparation for an attempt to
land troops. -

A dispatch from Scutari, Albania,

caps. Others are wearing thin summer
uniforms, with three or four thirts.
Few of them have good shoes. There
was no lack. however, of the best

French and British war materials. The
Serbians are still hoping that reinforce-
ments will reach them. All accounts

agree as to the valor of the Bul-
garians, Extraordinary exertions were
required to scale the dizzy heights

at Zajecar. -
Fleet Does Great Damage.

The damage done by the pombard-
ment of Aegean sea towns and villages
by the allied tleet recently was greater
than at first reported. One-fourth of
the entire city of ® Dedeaghatch was
razed by the shells of the warships.

Although the hombardment of Varna
by the Russian fleet lasted only ten
minutes, the bodies of twentyv-two civ-
ilians already have been found, while
over a hundred persons vere injured,
many of them severely, according to
reports received here.

[ORPEDO FRAGMENT
NOT FROM A MINE

Naval Experts Pass on Piece

. of Metal Found Aboard

Hesperian.

BERLIN TO BE ADVISED
OF RESULT OF INQUIRY

Germany IIas Partially Disavowed
Responsibility for Sinking

of Liner.

Experis of the United States Navy
have decided that the fragment of shell
picked up on the deck of the liner
Hesperian was a part of a torpedo.
This was communicated to the- State

Department today by Secretary Daniels,
te whose denartment the fragment of
metal was sent for examination and
determination as to whether it was a
part of a mine or a part of o torpedo.
The naval experts who have had the
metal for severa! weeks informed the
department that they do not see how
it could have been anything else than
a part of a torpedo.

never has disclaimed that a TU-boat
sank the Hesperian, reported that no
report had been recelved from any of
the U-boat commanders that they had
fired at the Hesperian. It also was de-
clared that the German government
knew of none of Its boats belng in the
territory at the time the Hesperian
went down as a result of an explosion,
It suggested that it was a mine which
blew up the vessel,

Accompanied by Affidavits.

It was said at the State Department
that no new issue had arlsen as a result
of the decision of the United States
naval experts. There is a question as
to the authenticity of the recovery of
the piece of metal from the Hesperian.
It was accompanied here with a2 number
of affidavits, and it was said at the State
Department that these are now being
thoroughly examined.

The decision of the naval officers,
however, will- be referred to the Ger-
man government, either through Am-
bassador von Bernstorff or through the
American ambasssador in Berlin.

Secretary Lansing volunteered no in-
formation regarding what form the
communication to the German govern-
ment might take. Germany has made
to this government a qualified disclaim-
er of responsibility for the sinking of
the Hesperiun. In a note delivered to
Ambassador Gerard September 14 the
foreign office said that on the face of
the evidence then at hand the gov-
ernment was satisfled that the Hes-
perian was not sunk by a German sub-
marine.

Fragment of Polished Steel.

The fragment of metal axamined by
the Navy Department experts was said
to have been picked up from the deck
of the Hgsperian after the explosion
which caused her to sink. The frag-
ment was of polished steel and was
iwbout nine inches long. It was sant to

the State Department by the American
embasey at London.
The State Department, heretofore, has

Bays:

“Near Visegrad (Bosnia) the Mome—!
negrins have stormed the enemy's po-
sitlon near Susagora, which r:-.-mmandsi
the whole region, and established them- |
selves firmly. They inflicted heavy
losses on the enemy and took many
prisoners.™

Montenegrins Attack,

The Montenegrin
today recelved the
dispatch:

“A great battle between Montenegrin
and Austrian troops began south of
Visegrad October 25, The result iz not
yet known.

*The Montenegrins attacked the Aus-
trians enegetically at Gora, inflictin
large losses and making a certaln num-
ber of prisoners. There s viclent
artillery Aghting along the Drina and
at Grahovo.”

Opens the Road to Nish.

SOF1A, October 27, via London, Octo-
ber 20 (delayed).—The fall of Pirot
this morning (Wednesday) was a se-
vere blow to the Serblan army. since
the reduction of this strong position
leaves open the road to Nish and in-
vites a strong Hulgarian advance
toward the center of (iid Serbia.

Paris
official

legation in
following

The capture of Plror followed three
days= pera fixhiting ending at
nightfall October 26, During the night

the Serbe evacuated the city, sacri-
ficing all their heavy bargage and leav-
ing huge stores of ammunition and war
material in the hands of the Bulgars.
It is aeserted here that the Serbian
losses were extremely heavy,

Berblans Retreating,

The fall of FPirot and Zajecar, to-
gether with the jJunctlon made by the
Austrian, German and Bulgarian forces
north of Negotin, has rendered the
position of the Serblans, it is consider-
ed here, extremely ecritieal. Serbian
forves mear Mitrovitza and  Prishtina
are retreating north in the direction of
Novipazar with the purpose evidently
of joining the main groups of their
army in the interior, where L is suid
a state of siege Is rapldly approaching,
since the Serbs are on the verge of
being completely cut off.

The capture of Zajecur was of dis-
tinet benefit to the Bulgarians, as it
was of importance to the Serblans both
as a frontier fortress and as a rallway
junction. |

Berbs Hope for Aid.

Most of the prisonersz wear citizens
clothing, with military overcoats and

been in considerable doubt regarding
the details of the sinking of the Hes-
perian. A number of affidavits from

| passengers and officare of the ship have

heen received by the State Department.
In these affidavits the signers swore
that the ship had been torpedogd. The
fragment of metal was sent along as
proof that tone statements in the af-
davits were true.

Had No Troops Aboard.

The Hesperian was said to have heen

The State Department has been inform-
ed there were no troops aboard at the
time of her sinking. Some wounded
soldiers traveling on individual tickets
n8 other passengers were on the ship,
however.

The position of the United States is
to take no steps to question the good
faith of Germany's assurances unless
it I8 shown clearly that the Hesperian
case was in violation of them. The
President and Secretary Lansing had
been reluctant to belleve that the
Hesperian was sunk deliberately with-
out valid excuse. Just what weight
the report muade by the Navy Depart-
ment to Secretary Lansing will hawve
could not be defilnitely ascertained.

" FIRE IN BIG COTTON MILL.

Blaze at Biddeford Me., Causes

Loss Estimated at $350,000.
BIDDEFORD, Me., October 30.—A loss
estimated at approximately $350,000
was caused by fire which swept through
half of the darge storehouse of the Pep-
perell Manufacturing Company early
today, destroying several thousand
bales of raw.cotton and much of the
finlshed product. One fireman was bad-

ly hurt by falling from a ladder.

The fire started on the third floor of
the five-story brick structure, which
was divided Into six sections, each sep-

wall. Three of these sections were
burned out; it is believed little damage
was caused to the product stored in the
other three.

Nobel Prize to Dr. Robert Barany.
STOCKHOLM, via London,

Nobel
Dr. Robert Barany of

and pathology of the ear.

for 19156 will be reserved until 1916,

The German government, although it

in regular passenger-carrying service.

arated from the next one by a lfire|

October
30.—It has been decided to award the
prize in medicine for 1914 to
Vienna Unl-

versity for his work in the physioclogy
The prize

LIQUOR LICENSES
GRANTED BY BOARD

Total of 271 Retail and 89
Wholesale Establishments
Get Permits.

WITHDRAWALS NUMBER 5
AND 30 ARE REJECTED

List Made Public Today—Retailers
in District Less by 29 Than
Law Allows.

Refusing 23 applications for retail li-

censes and granting 271, the exeise
board at 1 o'clock this afternoon made
nublic the names of those who will be
Permitted to engage in the liquor busi-

ness in the Distriet of Columbia dur-
ing the license vear beginning Monday.

Eight¥-nine wholesale applicntimm!
were zranted and 3 refused; 3 retnill
and 2 wholesale applications were
| withdrawn; retail applications ap-, h

proved are 29 less than the maximum
number of 300 allowed by the Jones-
Works law and the number grantéd
last year.

Contains Surprises.

The board's action contained a num-
her of surprises. Two well known
downtown bars—the De Atley Hotel, at
1222 I’ennsylvania avenue, and the
Fritz Herzog Hotel, at 1115 K street
northwest—lost out because the board |
decided they did not come within the
requirements of the law with respect
to the number of rooms for guests,

Union station loses its bar privilege

and likewise the ‘niro apartment
house. All the clubs that applied for
licenses, including the Metropolitan,

Army and Navy, University and others,
are included on the favored list.
The application of Frank Hall for a
license at 1000 7th street scuthwest
was rejected, as was that of John
Walsh, at 1503 7th street northwest.
Applicants for licenses began arriv-
ing at the rooms of the excise board
early this morning, and practically all
of them remained to hear the verdict.

Board Makes Statement.

ot its de-

With ‘the announcement!
the follow-

cislons the board gave out
ing explanatory statement:
* “The board has considered carefully
ithe protests filad In each case, and has
given due consideration to the argu-
ments and statements of both sides to
the controversy. The interests rep-
resented before the board adhere to
such extremely opposite views as_ to
make impossible any commpn ground
between them.

“The board has endeavored in its de-
cisiong to favor neither side at the ex-
pense of *the other, but has kept ¥
mind consiantly Its full duty to the
entire citizenship of the District of
Columuiz,

“Among the cages upon which the
board has favorably acted are some
which are now the aubjects of dispute
in the courts.

“In all such instances, where all other
conditions were favorable to the li-
censes, the board has'thought it proper
to grant the licenses so that the cases
may remain in court until a final deci-
sion shall have been rendered In each.
Thus certain disputed points of the ex-
cise law will be judicidally Interpreted

(Continued on Jecond Page.)
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Though GERMANY doez not ob-
aserve the English HAL-
LOWEEN, her VALPURGIS-
NACHT is practically the same.

“UNENOWN MILLIONAIRES,”
by BURTON J. HENDRICKS.

There iz a in Washingt
who CROSEED THE CONTI-
NENT IN A PRAIRIE

" HCHOONER in 18}6.

“CLAPSADDLE'S GIRL,” an in-
tensely interesting bit of fiction,
by ELMORE ELLIOTT

PEAKE. g
ASHMUN BROWN interoNws
the new

FRANK L. POLE,
counselor of the Department of
State.

“THESE BOCIETY WOMEN
KEEEP OFFICE HOURS’—
two-page spread of attractive
photographs.

According to ETERLING HEILIG,
MUTILATED FRENCH
HEROS are to have the honor
of GUARDING THE TOMBE
OF NAPOLEON.,

“HUR DUCKS THE FLIVVER
CLABS” wa BShorty McCabe
story, by SEWELL FORD.

FRANK G. CARPENTER tells
how BRAZILIANS MAKE
GOOD COFFEE.

“CAN BALDNESE BE AVOID-

ENGLAND PLANS TO RULE
COTTON.

The Nish-Saloniki railway is the
TRUMP CARD IN THE SAN-
GUINARY GAIN FOR CON-

EDI” by DR. EDWIN P,
BOWEERS. .

| ROBERT F. WILSON presents
sidelights on AMERICAN
TRADE CONDITIONS IN
ARGENTINA.

| cotton rules the world—and

ATANTINOFPLE.
“Homesteading on old Fort Bert-
! hold Indian resecrvation of

North Dakota.”

OLD-TIME HALLOWEEN CUS-
TOMB show how seriously the
occasion was once taken.

In\ The
.Su.nday Star
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BATTLE HAS BEGUN
NEAR AGUA PRIETA

Small Detachment of Villa

ing Engagement.

FORCE OF 6,000 REGULARS
ON U. S. SIDE OF BORDER

Gen._Funston to Assume Personal
Command if Territory
Is Mengced.

.

Maj. Gen. Funston, In command of
United States troops on the Mexican
border, today reported to the War De-
partment what Is probably the opening
of the battle expected at Agua Prieta
between the Villa and the Carranza
forces. ‘Three hundred Villa troops
were attacked at Cabrillona, near Agua
Prieta, by a Carranga patrol and
forced to retreat to Anaveachi Pass,
west of Aguz Prieta.

The main Villa army camped last
night on the banks of the San Bernar-
dino river, fifteen miles from Slaughter's
ranch. Information in the possession
of Gen. Funston led him to believe that
the army today would march to a point
twelve miles east of Agua Prieta. The
attack, he =aid, will probably be from
the east -

To Recross Border Today.

The position of the main Villa force
was satisfactory to officials of the War
Department for the reason that, bar-
ring accldents, the entire force of Car-
ranza troops now being transported
through American territory will have
crossed the border to Auga Prieta be-
fore night, :

Conditions at Cananea were reported
improved. Gen. Urbalejo, the Villa
commander, it was sald, had promiged
to protect railroad and copper company
property there upon the condition that
work be resumed at the earliest pos-
gible moment.

The entire 6th Army Brlgade, com-
prising five regiments of infantry,
four batteries of artillery and eight
troops of cavalry, or a total of about
6,000 men and sixteen field guns, has
been massed in the vicinity of Doug-
las. Ariz, to guard against possible
violation of American territory by Villa
troops, attempting to outflank the
Carranza garrison at Agua Prieta,
across the border.

Funston May T‘ake Command.

Brig. Gep. Thomas F. Davis is in
command of the brigade, but Maj. Gen.
Funston, commanding all American
forces-on the border, has informed tha
War Department that he would wake
personal command of the si{tuation at
Douglas If hostilities across the bor-
der seemed Imminent.

Gen. Davis has the 11th, 1Tth, 18th,
20th and 22d Infantry, four batteries of
the 6th Fleld Artillery and eight troops
of the 9th Cavalry under his command,
In addition to these treoops a patrol of
cavalrymen is closely guarding the en-
tire border from Douglas to Marfa,
Texas, and armed guards have been
posted at the bridges along the rafl-
road from Laredo to Douglas, over
which reinforcements for the Carranza
garrison are traveling through' Amerl-
can territory unarmed, and under guard
of American troops.

American Paper S8hut Down.

The Mexican Hearld, an American-
owned daily English newspaper, was
closed by the Carransa government last
night because it Is alleged to have

P d the of Gen. Huerta
throughout the revolution.

Messages from Mexico City to the

Carransza nﬂm bhere said Lisut. J. M.
Ruis, who to-haye been & mem-

France’s War Income From Abroad Now Cut in Half

Charles M. Pepper writes of financial condi-
tions in France and shows how the European
war has curtailed French foreign investments
even more than it has the ones made by Ger-
many. You will find this article tomorrow in

The Sundg_y Star.

ber of the squad which arrested Presi-
dent Francisco I. Madero before his
assassination, had been arregted and
would be court-martialed immediately.

The United States has asked Gen.
Carranza to issue positive orders to
military authorities in the vicinity of
Matamoras to pursue and arrest Mexi-
cans raiding into American territory.
and it is understood that such orders
will be given by the Mexican leader

The Gtate Department has ‘received
the protest of acting Gov. Randall of
the Villa government in Sonora against
the transportation of Cuarranza troops
through the United States, so that they
may join the Carranza forces at Agua
Pricta, to which battle {s about to be
given by the Villa forces,

There will be no response to Randall,
but as the communication is under-
stood to have conveyed the informa-
tlon that Gen. Villa, as a consequence
of the movement of troops through
American territory, would not hold
himself responsible for the ‘protection
of Americans, the consul at Nogsales
probably will be instructed to inform
Villa officials =that the recognition of
the de facto government will not re-
lieve them of personal responsibility
for injury to ecitizens of the United
States.

CERNAN PRFER SEAS
MR, WHTLOCK SRECALL

LONDON, October 30.—The Vossische
Zeitung, savs a dispatch to the Ex-
change Telegraph Company from Am-
sterdam, challenges the German gov-
ernment to ask Washington to recall

the American minister at Brussels,
Brand Whitlock.
“The recent Cavell case says the

Vossische Zeitung, "must be utilized as
an occasion to put an end to Mr. Whit-
lock's activitles, he bheing a minister
accredited to Havre (the present seat
of the Belglan government) and not to
Brussels. If Amerlea desires a repre-
sentative in Brussels she must send
some one agreeable to the German gov-
ernment."”

No Comment From Officials.

Berlin dispatches reflecting published
statements In Germany demanding the
recall of Brand Whitlock, American
minister to Belgium, because of his re-
ports on the execution of Miss Edith
Cavell, the British nurse, attracted at-
tention of adminlstration officials here,
but elicited no comment, further than
statements that the United States had
no  official intimations from Germany
that Mr. Whitlock is no longer accept-
able. -

The German dispatches made a point
of the fact that the seat of the Belgian
government no longer is at Brussels,
but at Havre, and suggested that Mr.
Whitlock should be at the latter place.

HUNDRED MEN MISSING
INWARSH COLLISON

LONDON, October 30.— One hundred
men are reported missing after a col-
Hslom between the British suxiliary
sweeper Hythe and another British
warship off the Gallipoll peninsula, In
in which the Hythe wans sank.

The Hythe was sunk.

The announcement was made today
in an officlal statement by the British
admiralty as follows:

“During the night of October 28-29
H. M. 8. Hythe, an auxiliary sweeper,
Lieut. Commander Arthur Bird, was
sunk after being’ in collision with an-
other of his majesty’s ships off the
Gallipoli peninsula.

*“At the time of the collision she had

on board about 250 men in. addition to|

her craw. One hungdred ars reported
missing.” i ~ i

s . =

.Annapolis, Md.,
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BOMBPLOT ISNOT
TRACED ‘HIGHER UP'

Alleged anspiracy’ Case to
Rest for Present With Lo-
cal Officials.

NEW YORK, October 30.—After ob-
taining full details of the government's
information In the cases of the flve
men charged with conspiracy in plot-
ting to blow wup ships ecarrying sup-
plies to the allies, Charles Warren, as-
sistant to the Attorney General, who
came here yesterday from Washington,
left for Boston today.

Mr. Warren conferred with United
Btates District Attorney Marshall. They
discussed the confession of Robert Fay,
who =said he was a lieutenant in the
German army and admitted having
planned to disable transatlantic steam-
ships, to determlne what, if any, action
might be taken in Washington in con-
nection with the alleged plot.

Mr. Warren has had charge of neu-
trality cases, and his presence in New
York, it was said, wasa to ascertain
whether Fay's experiments with ex-
plosives in and around New York in-
velved a plot of a wider scope.

State Warrants Issued.

The alleged conspirators have been
arrested on federal warrants, and their
cases have been investigated by fed-
eral authorities, but warrants chargling
Fay, Walter L. Scholz and Paul
Daesche with violating the state laws
of New Jersey also have been drawn
and placed in the hands of the fedgral
authorities. These warrants accuse the
three men of having explosives in their
possession, the minimum penalty for
which is five years’ imprisonment.

After the conference Mrn Marshall
said that for the present the cases
against the five men would rest entire-
ly with the local authorities. Mr. War-
ren said he came here only to famil-
iarize himself with the details of the
cases. His trip to Boston, he said, was
on personal business.

Copies Received Here.

Copies of the statements made to
Chief Flynn of the secret service by
Fay and others nmow under arrest have
been recelved by the Department of
Justice.

Thelr contents were not made publie.
It was said that there was nothing in
them to implicate any foreign officials
and that they already had been cov-
ered in published reports.

TO INSPECT SHADOW LAWN.

Pregident and Mrs. Galt Will Visit
Summer White House Next Week.

President Wilson and Mrs. Norman
Galt, his fiancee, plan to visit the new
summer White House, Shadow Lawn,
near Long Branch, N. J., next week.
The President will go to New York to
speak before the Manhattan Club
Thursday night. Mrs. Galt will not ac-
company him, but will join him in New
York Friday morning and go to in-
spect the residence which has been
selacted for their summer home. They
will return to Washington that even-
ing.

The President and his fiancee started
early today on an automeobile trip rind
took lu at ted old inn at
after moto over

the Maryland roads, enjoying per-
fectautumn day. =~ = b
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URGE RULE

OF PEOPLE

AS SOLUTION OF ILLS
- OF THE CAPITAL CITY

Citizens Appearing

ment for

Before Joint Com-

mittee of Congress Make Argu-

Suffrage.

Washington Must Be Strictly Federal City or a Munici-
pality, Is Judgment of Senator
Works of California.

States and the District.

Association and A. J. McKelway

form of government.
Self-government was not the

Leaped upon the District.

ballot. He suggested that some

dent.

government, or it must become a

Leads Up to Organic Act.

James Hugh Keeley of the Tax Reform
Association resumed the stand when the
committee met today, taking up his dis-
cusgion of the history of the District
which led up to. the passage of the act
of 1878, called the organic act of the
District.

He discussed at length the conditions
in the capital, both politlcal and finan-
cial; the actlvities of the board of pub-
lic works, which resulted in plunging the
District into heavy debt. He pointed out
that people in the District argued at
that time that it was necessary to make
big "public improvement in the Capital
city in order to bring some of the wealth
of the nation to ashington. Gen.
Grant, then ‘President, he sald, was fa-
vorable to the idea of bullding up the
capital. He quoted President Grant as
saying that If the nation could spend
billions of dollars for war it could raise
a few millions to make the capital at
least presentable.

“The board of public works met the
situation with heroic remedles,” said
Mr. Keeley,

He said that a tax burden of some
$6,000,000 was first called for and voted
by the popular assembly here by a
vote of about 10 to 1. Seven months
later, he said, 1.000 citizens signed a
petition asking Congress to stop the
reckless extravagance of the board of
public works. A committee of Con-
gress, he said, investigated and report-
ed that the board of public works
was making headway, and recommend-
ing that Congress do its part in aild
of the capital

“A report was made by a minority of
the committee, composed of two demo-
crats,” said Mr. Keeley. “in which it
was said the board of public works had
entirely too much power, and recom-
mending that the nower be taken from
the board and placed in the hands of
the popular assembly.”

Mr. Keeley argued that the political
situntion had its effect upon the capi-
tal in those reconstruction days.

“After some six years,” he said, “it
was found that about $50,000,000
had been expended and contracted for.
The party in power came to the con-
clusion that it could not continue ‘to
support such a policy as was running
the District so deeply into debt and
@ king the government responsible for
these expenditures.”

Not Adverse to Paying Share.

He said it was plain that some new
form of government would have to be
devised for the District. Congress, he
said, expected that some form of com-
mission government would be provided.

Mr. Keeley, argued, however, that the
main question at stake in Congress,
however, was not so much the financial
side as the governmental side. He said
that Congress knew the government
would have to make the improvements
needed In the capital, and that it was
not averse to assuming the obligation
of the government to pay its share for
improvements here.

“The question was whether the gov-
ernment of the Distriet should be =0
transformed as to practically abolish

He quoted from speeches made by for-
mer Senator Blackburn, then In the
House, in support of the organic act
of the District of 1878, saying that the
House had then become democratic.

“He was from Kentucky and did not
exactly think it wise to give the color-
ed man the ballot in the District,” sald
Mr. Keeley. Mr. Keeley argued that the
half-and-half plan In the organiec act
was only incidental, and that the main
question considered by Congress was
what form of government should be es-
tablished here, and how administered.

Further Quotations From Debate.

Mr. Keeley produced further extracts
from congressional debatea in the
period prior to the enactment of the
law of 1878. One representative re-
ferred to was quoted as saying that
Congress had the responsibility of de-

i what is the best form of gov-
gﬁa;“eit of the District of Columbia.
He also said that in answer to & ques-
tion, Representative Jacob Cox had
said tha wroposed bill departed from
the ordinaz=ly accepted standards of

in the early seventies, Mr. Keeley argued.
was no self-government here during those days when debt was

Seli-government for the District of Columbia, with the attendant
ballot, was strongly urged today upon the joint select committee
of Congress investigating the fiscal relations between the United
James Hugh Keeley of the Tax Reform

contended for this change in the

difficulty of the National Capital
He insisted that there

NOT RESPONSIBLE TO PEOPLE. ;

He said that the conditions were brought about here by the in-
sistence of President Grant that the capital be made a great nationa!
city, and through the activities of the bodrd of public works, which
Was in no sense responsible to the people of the Ristrict.

Mr. Keeley urged that a real form of popular government be
established in the District, and that the people here be given an op-
portunity to express their views on all public questions through the

aof the District Commissioners be

elected by the people and some of them be appointed by the Presi-

“Either this city must be a national capital, run by the national

municipality with the government

owning property in it,” said Senator Works. “We must make our
choice between those two conditions.”

should not.he taken away from the
People of the capital, and “the bill
should not be passed even in pretense
that it is a practical measure.” The
first bill, he said, was defeated, not be-
cause of the half-and-half principle,
but because Congress' was not willing
to go to the country on the matter of
taking suffrage away from the District.

Representative Blackburn,  he said,
supported the bill when it came up
again for reconsideration, even in the
modified form it took on its reappear-
ance, Mr. Bilackburn was quoted by
Mr. Keeley as saying that of all the
debt then carried on the District's
shoulders only 12 per cent had been
imposed by the rulers which the people
themselves had elected, the balance
having been heaped there by the fed-
eral government.

Representative Fort of Illinols was
queted by the speaker as saying: “IT
Wwe pass this bill we ought to pay, not
half, but all, the expenses of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. This bill strikes
down popular govermment.” He later
called it a “monstrosity” and an en-
croachment on republican forms of
government, according to Mr. Keeley,
and expressed the view that it was
aimed at the disenfranchisement of the
negro here.

Classed as Typical.

“That,” sald Mr. Keeley, “is, T think,
typleal of the spirit of the debate on
the bill; it was not so much a debate
on the half-and-half plan, but there
was objection to transforming the com-
ditions here. A necessity of the oec-
casion was responsible for the half-
and-half plan of appropriation, rather
than that it was intended to endure
for all time.”

He said he believed in a commission
form of government, and, in response to
questions from Representative Cooper,
expressed the opinion that a commis-
sion of five men, three to be elected
and two to be appointed by the Presi-
dent, would well illustrate the propor-
tion to be maintained In the District's
finances. He said that police and fire
protection should be turned over to the
federal government, and that other
muniecipal functions, which he did not
specify, could be “turned over in toto.”
Senator Works of California asked
Mr. Keeley if he had ever glven con-
sideration to the question of the col-
ored vote in the District of Columbia
and whether that question enters Inte
the general question of popular gov-
ernment here in the city of Washing-
ton. Mr. Keeley replied that the col-
ored population represented 28 per cent
of the population, and then said:

“A quarter of the colored population
is a floating population and cannot
maintain a residence. In addition the
colored population now is not like the
colored population after the war. Then
the negroes were mostly illiterate. To-
day, after forty vears of schools, with
as good teachers as we have In the
white schools, the negro is well edugat-
ed. It is the criminal colored man who
i the floater, and cahnot maintain any
residence qualifications. There was a
time when the colored men were voted
in squads. Now I believe thoroughly
that with the change in condition the
colored man resents the idea of being
bought.”

Queries by Senator Saulsbury.

“Have you ever heard," asked Sena-
tor Saulsbury, “that the colored popu-
lation is somgtimes used for the pur-
poses of padding registration lists be-
cause they cannot be distinguished =o
readily by watchers at the polls?”
Mr. Keeley sald he believed such a
thing could not happen here.
“Something of that very sort was donhe
in 1874, =aid Mr. Worthington; *“con-
tractors marched their laborers to the
olla.”

¥ “That doesn't exist today and could
not exist,” réplied Mr. Keeley.

Senator Baulsbury also asked:
“pwenty-eight per cent of the popu-
lation is a majority of a majority. Have
you ever considered the result of w
class being used by a few scalawags
in election times to get control of a

vote.”
=] think that possibility is reduced
to a minimum here.”

Dishonesty in Elections Cited.
Representative Cooper interposed:

American municipal government and
that it should not ‘hi passed. This

| was because of his heuu‘lh-t. voting
. o ! >

“Could any colored population make
;womnhuwugthnglmdetn
s

-




