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Mr. Bryan and Bolting.

Let us all keep certain things clear
in our minds. It is as a democrat
that Mr. Bryan challenges the Presi-
dent on the issue of preparedness.
When he left the State Department
he did not leave the democratic party.
He resigned office in order to be free
to express himself as an individual
about administration policies.

At that time the difference between
himself and the President related to
a note to the German government on
the subject of the latter’s submarine
warfare. On the subject of prepared-
ness they were in agreement. Both
were pacificists. The President re-
garded all talk about a larger army
and navy as “academic.” He pooh-
poohed it. Mr. Bryan regarded it with
even less respect than that. When he
noticed it at all it was to condemn it
outright.

Since then the President has be-
come a convert to preparedness, while
Mr. Bryan holds his ground, and is
so much opposed to the proposition,
he raps over the knuckles the man
he made President and is the com-
missioned leader of the democratic
party.

Mr. Bryan, therefore, is making his
fight within the democratic party;
and democrats, in Congress and out,
are confronted with the necessity of
choosing between two democrats, the
one in office with every claim to
leadership, and the other out of office
aspiring to lead the leader in this
particular business.

But what will Mr. Bryan do if the
fight goes against him? Leave the
party? How could he do that in the
light of his record? Democrats who
in 1806, after making the fight against
free silver in the democratic national
convention, bolted, were denounced
by him as traitors; and he forbade
them to return except in sackcloth
and ashes. Some returned, though not
in those habiliments, and some
have never returned. They have
never since voted a democratic ticket.
And both in 1900 and 1908 Mr. Bryan
was opposed for the presidency by
men who until he became the demo-
cratic leader had never cast any
other than a democratic ballot.

Now, according to Mr. Bryan's own
prescription, if he loses his fight
against the President on prepared-
ness or any other issue he must bow
to the decree. If he refuses the
President support he becomes a bolt-
er; he puts himself in an attitude he
denounced nineteen years ago when
assumed by others at his expense As
he himself has interpreted party duty,
he must stand to the rack, fodder, or
no fodder.

Burglars in Buffalo broke into a
szloon and, finding no money, stole
the cash register. Evidently the boss
burglar had become suspicious of the
gang and decided to establish more
systematic business methods.

A number ¢of Americans who live
abroad are possibly wondering in the
present vtisis whether it would not
have been better to pay all their
taxes at the old home.

California looks forward to its olive
culture as an important resource.
There will be a lot of olive branches
needed next year.

Democrats and Bull Moosers.

Chalrman McCombs expresses the
opinion that bull moosery, as an in-
dependent proposition, will cut but &
small {f any figunre in next year's
campaign. He expects “a straight
out-and-out fight between democratic
and republican candidates,” with Mr.
‘Wilson as the democratic candidate.
‘This is the way he puts it:

“The majority of the progressives
will be found voting with the demo-
cratic party in 1916. Some, of course,
who voted for Col. Roosevelt because
they were strongly attached to him
will be back in the republican fold.

“In some states third party men will
continue to vote the progressive ticket
in 1916. This will make it difficult for
the republicans to capture electoral
votes, though, of course, not to the
same extent as in 1912

“But, nevertheless, I realize that we
will know next November that we
have been through a real fight.”

What is to take a majority of the
bull moosers into the democratic
camp? Not even in the republican
party has there appeared as severe
a critic of the administration’s for-
eign policies as Mr. Roosevelt. As
respects both Mexico and Europe he
thinks Mr. Wilson’s course has been
mistaken to the point of a crime; that
it has cost America heavily in pres-
tige, and should be rebuked at the
polls. What bull moosers still under
the Roosevelt influence will vote the
democratic ticket next year?

George W. Perkins stands for the
business end of bull moosery. What

vote the democratic ticket next year?
He holds that the domestic policies
of the administration have failed and
injured the country. He instances the
tariff, and attributes business depres-
sion in many lines to the Underwood
revision to the new trust legislation,
and declare sthat big business cannot
be safe and prosperous, or helpful to
the public, until it is operated under
government charter; to the new cur-
rency law, and- hopes for amend-
ments to that. Mr. Perkins, who was
a republican until 1912, has never in
his life been more strongly anti-
democratic than now. It is impos-
sible to imagine him a supporter of
Mr. Wilson, directly for re-election.

Indirectly, of course, Mr. Roosevelt
and Mr. Perkins are responsible for
Mr. Wilson's presence in the White
House. They divided the republican
party, and Mr. Wilson marched to
victory through the divided ranks, In
all probability, it is the realization of
their responsibility that makés both
men so very emphatic now in their
condemnation of the existing order.
How sharper than a serpent’s tooth,
they think, is a thankless administra-
tion! Mr. Wilson owes his office to
them, and yet has not only not con-
sulted them, but actually has gone
contrary to their well known views.
Mr. McCombs is on safe ground,
however, in predicting that next year's
race will be a hummer, and that the
winning party will realize that it has
had a run for its money.

Passing of Famous Ships.

Two famous ships of the American
navy—that part of the establishment
which is affectionately called the old
navy—have recently been sold as
junk and committed to the flames
for the recovery of copper and other
metals used in their hulls, and which
can be more cheaply secured by burn-
ing the hulk than in any other way.
There is something shocking to pa-
triotic sentiment in this process, but
efficiency and sentiment are often in-
compatible, and where they are so
efficiency has the right of way and
sentiment goes by the board.

A few weeks ago the sloop of war
Portsmouth, which, under command
of Capt. Montgomery, carried the
Stars and Stripes into the bay at San
Francisco, was sold for a trifling sum
and her buyers then had her hauled
to mud flats near Boston and set on
fire. The Portsmouth went into the
harbor of San Francisco, or as the
village was then called, Yerba Buena,
some months ahead of Commodore
John Drake Sloat with his flagship,
the Savannah, and two other ships,
the Cyane and the Levant. Patriotic
efforts were made to save the famous
old craft from a sordid fate, but they
were not sufficiently practical.

A few days ago a dispatch from
San Francisco said “a series of
charred, oaken ribs projecting out
of a mud flat in San Francisco bay
was all that remained of the frigate
Independence, the oldest ship in the
United States Navy, which was burn-
ed for the copper in her hull” In
the news it was said that the career
of the Independence began in 181z;
that the frigate was America’s first
flagship and carried seventy-four
guns on her three decks. After her
retirement from active service the
Independence was stationd at Mare
Island as a receiving ship, and three
years ago went out of commission
even in that capacity.

The Statue of Liberty.

The War Department’s denial of
the report that the Statue of Liberty
in New York harbor is to be gilded
was hardly necessary, for it was vir-
tually incredible that the government
should put a perishable coat of pre-
cious metal upon a bronze figure that
is in its natutal color more beautiful
than any extrinsic decoration can
make it. A gilt Statue of Liberty
would be little short of an atrocity,
and it is not remarkable that per-
sons of artistic tastes should have
been excited over the report. It may
be that the statune has been somewhat
neglected in point of repairs and at-
tention to the inner structure, but
nothing should be done to change
the gray-green coat that time: has
given the bronzé and that has ac-
quired & distinctive character. At
present the great figure is part of the
landscape. It is not garish, nor does
it obtrude itself flamboyantly. Yet
it cannot be lost or mistaken. It is
always there to welcome both stran-
gers and citizens on their arrival in
port. A gilt Liberty would be too
much’ like an advertisement. Fortu-
nately good taste prevails sufficiently
to prevent such a desecration.

So strong is the human tendency
to be jealous of wealth that many
people are now mentioning J. P. Mor-
gan's appendicitis in terms of envious
admiration.

The development of a split in the
democratic party would call atten-
tion to the disposition to copy Col.
Roosevelt’s policies.

Politically considered, some of W.
J. Bryan's peace utterances sound like
war to the knife.

Simultanecous Deaths.

One of the most troublesome ques-
tions that can come to a probate
court is that which relates to the
question of precedence of death in
case a husband and wife lose their
lives practically simultaneously, as in
a disaster. This question frequently
arises and often on it hangs the dis-
posal of property of great value. Such
a case is now before the surrogate’s
court of New York city, where the
future ownership of $1,000,000 is in-
volved. The husband and wife were

passcengers on the Lusitania and both

bull mooser under his influence willllost their lives. They made their

wills the day before sailing on the ill-
fated steamer, and referred to the
possibility of their death, the hus-
band remarking that if they died in
circumstances which made it difficult
to determine precedence it should be
deemed that he predeceased his wife.
But the husband’s declaration may
not govern the court in its decision,
as under the terms of the will in this
instance the fact itself and not the
wishes of one of the testators is to
rule. Yet it would seem reasonable
to accept testimony on this point
where it is impossible to judge as to
the precedence of death. After all,
the court should in all such cases be
governed by the evident desires of
the testators and not by rigid tech-
nicalities. So many cases of this kind
have occurred that much litigation,
usually very costly, would be spared
by the establishment of a fixed rule
to the effect that in case of virtually
simultaneous deaths that of the hus-
band or that of the wife took place
first, according as the equities may
most strongly govern in the deter-
mination of the rule. Some courts
have held in these cases that the wife
must be assumed to have died first,
being of a physically weaker nature,
while other courts have held that the
husband would naturally assume the
position of greater danger for the
protection of the woman. Thus there
is reason for either rule that which-
ever is established it should be defi-
nite for the sake of promptness of
probate procedure.

While effectual in it3 censorship, the
English government in discussing
German atrocities does not fail to put
a good man in charge of the publicity
department.

Tammany is entitled to congratu-
late itself if at one stroke it got rid
of the proposed state constitution and
Elihu Root as a possible republican
leader.

Greece is inclined to limit her in-
terest in the war to the matter of
adequate compensation for the use of
her territory as a right of way.

King George at least enjoyed the
distinction of being thrown from a
horse instead of being hurt in a con-
ventional motor car accident.

The Sultan of Turkey continues to
seclude himself and wait for the other
people to decide what they are going
to do about it.

A Iong time has elapsed since Col.
George Harvey invented the phrase
“babbling boobs” and not a soul has
sued for libel

The strictest neutrality does not al-
ways avail to prevent a foreign war
from interfering with domestic poli-
tics.

A Mexican battle continues to he
fraught with especial peril for the in-
nocent bystander.

SHOOTING STARS.

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.
Information.

“I'm just beginning to understand
why they label this window ‘Informa-
tion.”"”

“Can you find out what you want
to know?”

“No. But it's a place where you can
always go and inform somebody
about what you happen to have on
your mind."”

Same 0ld Discrepancy.
Thanksgiving sorrows we will meet,
Two kinds our hearts will touch.
A few won't have enough to eat,
While many have too much.

When the Slip Comes.

“The wicked stand slippery
places.”

“That’s true,” replied Senator Sor-
ghum, “and yet it looks to me as if
some mighty good people get the
worst of a landslide.”

Curious Coincidence.

“Charley dear,” said young Mrs,
Torkins, “ did you know they were
destroying the forests to make
paper!”

“I've heagd semething about it.”

“Maybe that accounts for some.
thing. When I read some of the long
arguments on the tariff I feel exactly
as if I were getting lost in the woods.”

Resolute Confidence.
*I sce they defeated woman suf-
frage in your state.”
“Woman suffrage,” replied Mrs.
Votewell, “cannot be defeated. They
succeeded only in postponing it.”

Joyous Geraldine.

“I saw a lovely foot ball game,”
Said joyous Geraldine.
“The foot ball seemed quite kind and
tame
In a tempestuous scene,
They pushed and pulled and pounded
it

And slammed it through the air.
The foot ball didn’t mind a bit,
It never seemed to care.
At first it was so nice and neat
It seemed a perfect shame
To jump on it with dusty feet
Throughout the thrilling game.
The men who played got fearful
knocks!
Though some of them fell down
And tore their trousers and their
socks,
Their parents did not frown.
Though some of them went walking
out
And others used a crutch,
They still assailed that foot ball stout,
But couldn’t hurt it much.
Although I raised my voice with glee
To hail the victor’s name,
The foot ball really seemed to me

The winner of the game®
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AT THE GOVERNM

NT IS DOING

Hundreds of hitherto unused acres
throughout a large portion of the south

are being made by
Winter Gardens school children to

= produce winter crops
in the South. of garden truck this

season. The work is progressing under
an extension of the children's back-
yvard-garden plan fostered by the
United States bureau of education, and,
taken with the spring and summer
work, will, officials of the bureau be-
lieve, constitute an epoch-making fac-
tor in the social, educational and eco-
nomic develepment of the south.

The winter garden work in the south-
ern schools Is a direct outgrowth of
the summer work which was started
there just a year ago, and which, In
turn, developed from the widely differ-
ent *“schnol plot” garden work that
first originated in the northern states.
The winter work which the bureau is
doing is now conflned, because of small
funds, to Virginila, North and South
Carolina, Georgia and a portion of
Tennessee, but it is hoped before long
to carry on the activities in all of the
territory in which winter growth is
possible. The school garden work in
the south, both in winter and in the
usual growing seasons, is all_in charge
of one agent of the bureau, Miss Ethel
Gowans. For its northern and north-
eastern work in summer, however, the
bureau has two other agents.

The gardening projects were taken
up when Congress, in 1914, authorized
the estnblishment of the home and
school gardening division in the hureau
and appropriated §$5,700 for beginning
work. How good an investment this
has been may be gathered, from the
fact that while there was then hardly
any school garden work in progress
in the south, and, therefore, a negligi-
ble production from this source, the
school children of Chattanooga, Tenn.,
alone, by May of the growing season
of 1915 had sold over $1,000 worth l:_lf
vegetahles besides furnishing their
families with a goodly portion.

When it began its southern activities
the burean of education Immediately
put into operation the home-garden
plan. All children who had back yards
available were encouraged to set to
work cleaning them up and putting the
=oil into shape. For children without
back wards wvacant lots were secured
near their homes and similar opera-
tions were begun there. In some places,
where sufficlent land could not be se-
cured in either of these ways, relative-
1y large tracts of land have been leased
in the outskirts of towns and generous
gardens laid off for each child.

The bureau of educatlon belleves,
from the results secured, even in the
shiort period of its activities, that the
garden plan it has adopted is an ef-
fective means for giving the children
a better and more constructive educa-
tion. Tts organization work has pro-
gressed most satisfactorily. Numerous
communities have followed its sugges-
tions and have, in turn, become enthu-
siastic over the possibilities. School
superintendents, boards of edueation,
women's clubs, business men's associa-
tione and other organizations have
taken up the work of extending the
movement and are giving it financial
assistance in scores of communities,

The work has heen developed prinei-
pally for children between ten and fif-
teen years of age, and this age, it ias
pointed out hy Dr. . P. Claxton, United
States commissioner of education, is
that at which the few pennies that
may be contributed by the average
parents ecease to satisfy, and the chil-
dren are glad of an opportunity to ac-
tually earn substantial amounts of
money. Dr. Claxton and the educa-
tlonal experts directly in charge of the
work eall attention to the faet that the
work alse inculcates thrift and fur-
nishes business experience, witalizes
the o6rdinary school work, puts many
children, because of their earnings, in
a4 position to econtinue in school, when,
ordinarily, they would have to Arop
out, tends to turn toward the soil those
children who have a natural love of
and aptitude for farming or gardening,
and, in addition to all this, furnishes

as well a wholesome, constructive,
recreational activity,

i ]
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Clubs, the wvalue of which In the or-
ganization of specific activities among
farmers and in

Women’s Clubs and the building gup

= of rural com-
Reclamation. e
general

haa been recognized by the
Department of Agriculture, are also
belng fostered by the reclamation serv-
ire on {ts projects where people gath-
ered from the four corners of the coun-
try are engaged In the new ploneer-
ing—subjugating the desert with
water. The reclamation service is rec-
ognizing that the feminine factor Is
important in the building of the new
communities and Is interesting itself
just now through the Heclamation Rec-
ord, a government periodical publish-
ed in the interest of project residents,
in seeking to extend the various wom-
en's organlzations.

The possibility of having in farming
districts strong and active waomen's
elubs that compare faverahly with
those In citles is not understood by
easterners, the Reclamation HRecord
points out, for in the east farms are
large and rural ::opuhtinn is BCatter-
ed. Many of the western irrigation
projects, however, ara practically ecit-
ies of farms, the units on =ome proj-
ects heing as small as twenty and
even flve acres. This eituation hrings
about & concentration of population
that makes all sorts of community ac-
tivities easlly possible, and on a num-
her of the projects the women have
made the most of thelr opportunities
and have organized associations of such
varied character as canning eclubs,
Shakespearean study groups, parent-
tfeacher organizations and clubs for va-
rious eclvie purposes. The movement
has reacted so favorably on the gen-
eral life on the projects that the Rec-
lamation Regord has thrown its col-
umng open to the women for the pub-
leation of & general directory of proj-
ect women's clubs and will aet also
as a clearing houee for the exchange
of experiences and helpful hints among
the clubs and club federations on the
various reclalmed areas.

*
* %
Through his sclentlfic agenciez Uncle
Sam is not content merely to issue
direction as to how
Popula:izing things should be done. He
= is not afraid to roll up
Tilefish, his sleeves, so to speal,
and to lead the way, whether It be Into
a new industry or a new phase of an
old one. He has just demonstrated this
through the work undertaken by the
bureau of fisheries to popularize the
tilefish, a deep-sea product that so far
as markets, consumers and even fisher-
men are concerned has practleally never
been heard of.
While the government believes In the
efMeiency of advertising and makes use

of It on a large scale, it has gone
further in this case and is actually con-
ducting fishing operations on a com-
mercial scale. Arrangements were
made with the owner of a fishing vessel
to make the catches on the grounds
discovered by the government far from
the usual fishing areas, and every few
days thousands of pounds of the prac-
tically unknown fish are taken to the
New York markets. There the bureau
of fisheries Is advertlsing the new sea
food by colored posters bearing its
officilal indorsement, which have been
distributed to the dealers. At the same
time the new fish Is being recommend-
ed to the fishermen ag a product that
can be taken the year round; while the
final link in the chain, the consumer,
is beingz apprised of the excellent all-
year food value of the fish. To make
acquaintance with the new product
easy, the bureau has even collected
and distributed a “group of cholce
recipes for preparing the new delicacy.

Seldom have greater romance and mys-
tery heen found in connection with ani-
mal life than in the case of the tile-
fish. The capture of a specimen In deep
water in the edge of the gulf stream
off the middle Atlantic coast was made
in 1879 and was a complete surprise to
the sclentific world, being the first
specimen so far as is known that had
ever been seen by man. The fish was
christened Lopholatilus Chamaeleon-
ticeps by scientists, but some practical
nerson cut this to the final syliable
“tilus” and even-sghortened this so that
it has sinee been known popularly as
*tilefizh."

The burean of fisheries found the new
marina product to he an excellent food
fish and began at that early «date to
popularize it. Little progress had been
made, however, when a shift such as
had nmever hefore heen known occurred
in the course of the gulf stream. The
fish lived not over shallow “hanks” as
most flsh caught commercially, but in
the narrow zone where the warm wa-
ters of the gnlf stream come in con-
tart with the steep slopes of the foun-
dation of the North American contl-
nent. The swinring out of the warm
stream left the fish to be enveloped by
cold water, with the result that up-
ward of a billlon and =2 half were
killed.

The fishing Industry for the new
product was wholly destroyed in the
space of a few weeks, and it was
thought for vears that the tilefish had
heen exterminated., In recent years,
however, the gulf stream, returning to
its former pesition, has Testored con-
ditions that made it possible for tha
tilefizsh to thrive, and they have become
re-established In as large numhers, ap-
parently, as formerly.

Dr. H. N. Smith, chief of the bureau
of fisheries, is taking keen interest in
placing the tilefish on =a molid basls
among American sea foods, and helieves
that the mew fishing industry that is
sure to he built up will place hun-
Areds of thousands of additional dollars
in the pockets of American fishermen
as well as give another economical
fisherier product to the American
honsewife. One of the valuable fea-
tures in connection with the new in-
dustry, Dr. Smith points out, is the fact
that the fishing grounds are within
160 miles of New York and almost as
close to Boston. Dr. Smith points to
the fact that the gulf stream has never
been known to shift from its course
tut once, and feels that the probability
is strong that the tllefish grounds will
be permanent. %
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While dredginz forces are working
at top speed seeking to clear obstruct-
ing slides out of the Pana-
Canal Zone ma canal, practically all
other government em-

Railroad. ployes in the Canal Zone

are also working under special stress;
for the tying up of trafiic has revolu-
tionized most of the activities on the
isthmus that were beginning to settle
into known channels.

First and most noticeable of the ef-
fects were the increased demands on
the Panama railroad, which, in the days
hefore the opening of the canal, carried
the heaviest per mile traffic of the
world, but which Iately had come to he
almost exclusively a carrier of local
supplies. The road, which is controlled
by the United States government, im-
mediately put a special rare—practi-
cally a cost-of-gservice rate—into effect,
and largely increased ita crews.

Wherever It has been possible for
vessels waliting at the two ends of the
canal to effect exchange agreements
their ecargoes have heen transferred.
The road iz now carrying hetween 4,000
and 5,000 tons of transisthmian freight
a day. :

In the matter of demand for supplies,
the closing of the canal made another
hig difference. Many ships that were
planning to run through the canal in
less than a day with practically no ex-
penditure of their own power found
that they would have to put back to
=ea and spend from twenty to forty
dnvs of steady steaming to reach their
porta.

The tle-up came when the supply of
fuel oil was low, but enough has heen
spared to get ships to the next supply
port. The chief embarrassment has
heen to supply sufficient ice and per-
{shable foods. The staple foods were
at hand in sufficient quantities to meet
all demands, and the government bak-
ery, though taxed, has met all calls
for bread.

*
* ¥

Because the postal system has agen-
cies in every city and town and many

villages, besides a net-

Utlhmng the work of routes In the

country, and so comes
Post Offices. intimately iInto the

lives of most of the people, 1t 18 being
called on more and more by Congress
to perform additional services and by
the varlous other federal departments
to lend a hand in the transaction of
thelr business.

Originally the postal syetem was
merely the carrler of written communi-
cations. Now it carries as well articles
of all =sorts, and transports money,
banks the people’'s savings, helps them
invest in government bonds and issues
travelers' checka for them when they
E0 on a journey.

The federal land office, the War De-
partment, the Navy and other govern-
ment agencies are constantly using the
post office buildings as places in which
to post their advertizements, and re-
cently the postal system has been made
one of the links in the federal em-
ployment bureau that has been estab-
lished by the Department of Labor. The
latest service which the Post Office
Department has been called upon to
perform for its fellow governmental
agenclies, however, is to sell maps for
the geological survey, the greatest of
American map-making concerns.

Now whenever an additional area of
the country is mapped the survey
sends a sample map to the post offices
in the territory covered, as well as a
supply of the charts for sale. The
sample is conspicuously displayed and
In every case numbers of the maps
have heen sold. Arrangements have
been made with the -Post Offica De-
partment, so that the postmasters are
p:rlrmntetl to receive a commission on
sales.

THE DEFEAT OF SUFFRAGE. '

From the Chicazo Evening Post.

Still, a lady like Mlle. Suffrage would
hardly like to be introduced to a city
that was simultaneously engaged in
welcoming Messrs. Penrose, Vare and
McNichols,

From the New York Evening World.

Half a million men voted for woman
suffrage in this state. Tt wasn't un-
successful campaigning among the
men that lost the battle. Suffrage
failed because of the women—the ones
that didn't care.

From the Brooklyn Times. 3

Since more than half a milllon men
voted for suffrage in this state, it
would seem that the suffragists’ claim
that a milllon women wanted the vote
was close to correct.

From the Knoxville Sentinel.

Defeat for the women in thres big
states was a bit disconcerting, but their
fight was an education—to themselves
as well as the electorate. Every move-
ment must have a beginning before vic-
tory can come,

From the Rochester Herald.

The defeat of the suffrage amend-
ment will give the public a needed
rest, for a few weeks at least. The
ladles will have to take a spell for
getting back thelr wind.

From the Haltimore Star. *
But, shsh! Suppose all the girls

should threaten to move to the suf-

frage states!

From the Newport News.

The suffragists are taking some sat-
isfaction in the fact that the proposed
new - state constitution In New York
received a harder blow than did the
suffrage amendment.

From the Harrisburg Patrlot.

Buffrage is defeated, but the spirit
of equality and justice still persists
for a better and happier day.

From the Charleston News and Courier.

Judging from the resylta of Tues-
day's elections, those forelgners who
say Americans are slaves (o their
women are in error, .

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

Toward the close of the war a swin-
dle was practiced in this city hpon 1g-
norant col-

Seller of “Spiel Munze” ored people
and some

Canght at Last. S
the sale of Imitation gold pleces for
real money. In The Star of October
31, 1865, Is a paragraph tellinkg of the
arrest of John Reed, a negro, for whom
detectives had been looking for nefrly
a year, against whom wers many
charges of exchanging these pleces,
which were known as “splel munze,”
for greenbacks:

“The game iz generally played upon
ignorant contraband. The seller is al-
ways supplied with genulne gold
pleces, and if the victim doubts the
genuineness the seller calls any passer-
by and exhibits the good gold and asks
if it 1s genuine. The third party, of
course, will answer afiirmatively, and
the victim will give all his greenbacks
for the splel munze, the seller slipping
the genulne out when the sale Is made.
Reed, when taken, had on him $3.85 in
silver, $4.50 in gold, $14.46 In currency,
538 coppers, 3 pawn tickets for watches,
one gold slide and a purse full of spiel
munze. The detectives say they know
where the splel munze is sold by
wholesale In this city, the $20 for 40
cents each, the tens at 20 cents and
the fives at 15 cents. But they =say
that it cannot be stopped, because they
are sold aimply as medals and the in-
scription upon them Is ‘Compos Splel
Munze.""

*
x ¥

On the night of November 1, 1885,
the workingmen of Washington held

- a parade and mass
Eight-Hour Day meeting in the in-
Demonstration.

terest of the es-

tablishment of an
eight-hour day In this city. All the
trades were represented In the parade,
which marched through the streets with
torches, lanterns and transparencies
and assembled at the city hall, where
a stand had been erected, with il-
luminated arches and mottoes urging
the reduction of the working day. The
Star said of this demonatration Novem-
ber 2:

“The parade and demonstration of the
workingmen last night, in furtherance
of the eight-hour movement, was cer-
tainly a very large, imposing, orderly
and well conducted affair. An effect-
ive feature of the procession was the
working representations of the differ-
ent trades, carried out with great suc-
cess, with printing presses, forges, an-
vils, ruling machines, paint brushes,
planes, adzes, trowels, sail needles,
boiler .hammers, etc., ete, in full op-
eration. At the city hall, where the
speaking took place, the crowd was one
of the largest we ever saw assembled
in Washington. The interest felt by
the wives and familles of the work-
ingmen in the demonstration and the
eight-hour movement was shown by
the fact that not only the spacious
steps and Ilandings of the city hall
were almost entirely oeccupled by them,
but numhbers were also seen standing
patiently in the muddy streets for
hours to witness the procession or to
listen to the addresses at the stand.”

-
* *

A =erlous problem confronting the

government after the war was the es-
_ tabllshment upon a self-
Establls]nng supporting basis of the
emancipated slaves. This

Freedmen. work was under the su-
pervision of the Freedman's burean.
Around Washington it was attended
with success as a rule. In The Star of
November 2, 1865, Is this paragraph:

“The Freedman's bureau has received
from the superintendent in charge of
the fifth distriet of Virginia his report
for the month of October, from which
it appears that all of the freedmen and
refugees in Fairfax county are self-
supporting. There are no camps in the
county where freedmen are congre-
gated. There are 135 colored people at
Fairfax Court House, 30 at Falrfax
station and about the same number at
Lewinsville. Employment has been
obtained for the freedmen, and there is
not now one in the county who is de-
pendent on the bureau for support. The
deportment of the colored people in
the county has been very satisfactory,
they appearing to appreciate the bless-
ings of freedmen, and no cases are re-
ported where the former owners of
slaves have attempted to oppress the
freedmen in any way."”

L
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The keenest anxiety prevailed in this
country fifty years ago as toethe pos-
sibility of the cholera,
then raging in Europe,

appearing on these
New York. shores. In The Star of

November 3, 1865, is an article which
discusses this question serfously and
gives suggestions for the treatment of
the disease In its early stage. The Star
salid:

“The cholera is still advancing in
Europe and there is very little ground
for the hope that it will not enter this
continent."

In the same issue of The Star a dis-
patch from New York stated that the
steamship Atlanta had arrived _from
London and been sent to the lower
quarantine in consequence of sicknesa
AMONg passengers, rumors prevailing
that elght deaths had occurred during
the voyage from cholera. The next
day's Star printed detalls of the quar-
antining of the Atlanta, on which there
were eleven cases of cholera, several
of the passengers having died and
been burled at sea. A memorial was
sent to President Johnson, signed by
the New York health commission, ask-
ing that Sandy Hook be transferred hy
the government to the commission for
the purpose of erecting hospitals for
the treatment of the disease. The next
day, November 4, 1865, The Star print-
ed a dispatch from New York stating
that fifteen deaths had occurred on the
Atlanta out of forty or fifty patients.

Cholera in

=
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Although the trial of Henry Wirz for
atrocities committed at Andersonville
. prison during the war
Wirz Ignorant was concluded on Oc-

. tober 21, 1865, no an-
of Verdict. nouncement of the re-
sult was made for some time. In The
Star of Novemher 4 Is the following:

“Wirz has not yet been informed of
the findings in his case and s very im-
patient to hear the result. Yesterday
he wrote to his counsel, Mr. Schade,
begging him to come to see him and
relleve him of the suspense he was un-
der, asserting that his anxlety will
ki1l him {f he is not informed soon,
He says that he expects to be hanged,
but that he wants to know it and pre-
pare for it. Rev. Father F. X. Boyle
of St. Peter's Church, Caplitol Hill, calls
frequently to see him and converses
with him upon his spiritual interests.
Wirz talks rather cheerfully and seems
pleased when any of the officers listen
to him. He continues to spend much
of his time in reading German works,
wilth which he 1s supplied by his coun-
sel."”

Woman Suffrage and a Bachelor.

XNow women by the thousand,
Here, there and everywhers,

Most winsome and hewlitching,
AMost feminine and fair,

Are begging me by letter,
By poster and by press,

If [ won't make them happy
By simply saying “Yes.'

But by what right or reason,
1'd like to koow, do they

Plead with me in this manner

BTh“ 1 Iwin ]mmeb:he!rb;;ﬁ.
ecause I've long been =
In bachelor distress,

An answer Jke they ask tm-',

never one says “‘Yes.'

—W. J. Lampton, in New York Sun.

ON EXPLOSIONS AND EXI

PLOSIVES

The political Importance of explosions
and explosives s daily augmenting, em-

ployed both In
Explosives Now of actual war
operations and|

World Importance. ; . destmc-l
tion of the enemles’ ways and meana,
When the mine, the mortar, the torpedo
and the hand grenade have become the
most powerful weapons of combat it}
behooves us to resume some notions of
the subject the importance of which is
eapital.

First of all, explosives possess the
same order of chemical phenor.eua re-
sulting from the condlitions to which
they ara subjected. FPut fire to dyna-
mite fn the open air and it burns in-
offensively. Inclose it in a primed
ecartridge and it explodes. The dust of
flour or of charcoal which burns In a
heap in an uncovered place is consum-
ed slowly:; suspended in the air in an
inclosed space It will explode. Not be-
Ing simple bodies like oxygen, iron,
azote, they are mixtures or composl-
tlons or they are associated with varl-
ous other bodies. Mixtures are very un-
stable; that is to say, taking fire
readily by ignition, shock. friction,
shaking: thelr manipulation requires
great precautions, varyving with the
composition. A common character of
all explosives is that all are either
endothermic bodies or that they are
partially so: that is. bodies formed with
a great gquantity of heat, with a great
lowering of temperature, and which
decomposing evolve on the contrary
great heat.

Another characteristic of explosive
bodies is the production of a ereat
quantity of gas. Tt is the expansion of
gas that determines the effects of pres-
sure a_ml of dlsplacement, propulsion of
a projectile if it is a result of powder
of gun or cannon, bursting of the walls
if the explosive is inclosed in a recip-
ient. Some explosives may serve equal-
ly for propulsion and for shattering;
others may fill the two functions by
treatment that alters the properties
with a view to obtain the desired ef-
feet; to moderate a bursting explosive,
or, on the contrary, accelerate the re-
actlon of an explosive having naturally
slow action.

*
L

Why 1s it that dynamite {s worthless
ag an explosive of propulsion, when as

i a shattering explosive
Propertles of it is very superior to

. smokeless powder? The

Dynmte‘ explanation is contain-

ed in the fact of slow and rapid ex-
ploslons. Slow and progressive powders
suit the ecartridee for the rifle and can-
non. Shattering powders for bombs
and cartridges are destined to destroy
tbridges, rails, ete. The progressive
powder acts on the ball or bomb dur-
ing the time the projectile passes from
the breech to the muzzle; the shatter-
ing powder may burst the cannon or
the rifle. These shattering explosives
are reserved for cases where a destruec-
tive effect is soyght.

M. Henry Le Chatelier, the eminent
chemist and metallurgist, has recently
given Interesting indications on the
different sorts of explosions.

The rapidity of explosion is extremely
variable, according to the explosive
and the conditions In which the ex-
plosive is placed, the mode of priming.
Let us take up the dynamite cartridge
and put fire to it. It burns as a torch,
slowly. Place it agalnst the ralls of
the railway and fire it with a suitable
percussion cap; the rail will go off
also. The rapidity of the explosion
varies from one explosive to another
and also for the same explosive of one
condition to another in aimost unmeas-
ured limits. The differences are of the
proportion of one to a million. In a
certain composition the explosion may
occur a million times quicker than In
another. It is that which constitutes
the danger of shattering explosives,
ultra-rapid, exploding in free air in the
absence of all constraint. TUnder these
conditions black powder flares up
without causing an explosion, and
lichted dynamite burns slowly without
exploding. Dynamite exploding unider
the action of a suitable percussion cap
causes considerable damage by reason
of the suddenness of its transforma-
tion. The lavers of surrounding air,
the ground, objects, act as so many
walls of ohstacles opposing the expan-
sion of gases suddenly set free; from
these identical results to those which
occur if the explosive had been inclosed
in an envelope. -

Black powder cannot do else than
flare up; melfnite cannot do else than
explode with a loud noise. But dyna-
mite and guncotton can by processes
of fabrication or of utilization be made
to flare up in place of exploding.

*
* *

No one ignores the virtue of an ex-

plosive which does not depend only
on its personality or on

Value of the conditions which have
T been made. The mode of
Inmmg. priming plays a very im-
portant role. According to the priming
the same body burns or bursts, decom-
poses progressively or explodes violent-
1y. Still again, the cartridge dynamite
burns inoffensively when we put fire to
it: it explodes when it is fired by the
side of a capsule of fulminate of mer-
cury. In one case one has put fire to it
— it burns; in the other one has created
an explosive wave, and it explodes.
That explosive wave is propagated be-
sides to the surroundings. The mechan-
ical shock engendered is suflficient to
precipitate an explosion “hy influence.”

The sensitiveness of explosives is
very variable. Heat at variable points
always explodes an explosive. The ex-
plosive by “profession” is sensitive and
unstable. )

We think we know all the weak-
nesses of the explosive. A dynami'e
cartridge to which a mateh ias applied
explodes instead of burning. Why?
Theoretically pleric acld is insensible
to heat. It does not cause It to expiode.
And vet it has exploded in ‘ecortain
fires. Again, smokeless powder s pre-
sented as insensible to mechanical ac-
tions, and yet the contrary has heen
seen. Is thers chance or caprice in
their actions? The truth is there is
neither. There is no such thing as
chance in explosives. ‘Chanee” or “ca-
price” means simply conditions, which
one may think are known, but which
were unkoown.

*
* *

Besldes, explosives are subjects of al-
terations which are said to be “sponta-
neous'; that is, due to
causes which have not
been perceived. The
explosive becomes a
new personage. Dynamite, when it has
reached a year in age, is something
susplicious and extra-unreliable. Gun-
cotton wasa in the same category, and
deterlorated before means were found
to stabillze and preserve it.

The most ancient explosive is the
classic ‘cannon powder brought by

Spontaneous

Explosions.

| gousses."

Arabs from China. The first fusil
or musket was created by the Arabs;
it was rhade to propel arrows. There
ig, therefore, no merit in attributing
the invention of powder to Ro
con, to Schwartz-Severinus or Tibseles.

In the thirteenth century cannon and
“bombards” existed, but the inventor's
name is a myth. Powder (black) was
used since the fourteenth century. t
consists: 75 saltpeter or azotate of po-
tasse to 12.5 charcoal and 12.5 sulph>r.
Brown powder is made of calcinated
charcoal at 300 degrees only, in place
of 400 for black powder.

Its role as an explosive is limited.
Smokeless powder is more powerful
Until recent years black powder served

to charge musket and cannon. It keeps
well, But lack powder has the
fault of being too crushing. It acts

too quick;: burns too promptly; It is
detestable for fusil or cannon, and
a projectile for it cannot be glven a
good range except at the risk of smash-
ing the gun.

Since the revolution attempts have
been made to render black powder more
progressive by assuring slow combus-
tion. In Germany in 1881 chocolate
powder was invented (77 saltpeter, 20
charcoal, 3 sulphur).

Black powder still plays a role In ar-
tillery. It is employed in bombs with
balls or shrapnel.

-
* *

Is powder an Instrument of clviliza-
tion, as asserted? Its advocates claim

that it was powder

Powder and  that held the barbari-
P = ans in check. It has
clﬂ].l.!a.tlﬂn. alded clvilization cer-

tainly in an industrial way, opening
galleries in mines and in perforating
mountains.

In 1785 Berthelot, French chemist,
having discovered chlorate of potash,
thought he might substitute it for salt-
peter in black powder. It was possible
and rational, but dangerous. At the
powder mills of Essonnes both Berthe-
lot and Lavoisier, who accompanied
him, narrowly escaped destruction iIn
the experiments made. In itself chlor-
ate of potash is not dangerous, but as-
sociated with sulphur it becomes ex-

cessively sensitive and redoubtable.
Berthelot powder contained 73 of
chlorate, 10 sulphur, 15 charcoal. In

Augendre powder of 1849, chlorate was
mixed with prussiate of potash and
sugar; in 1850 Melville powder was
made of chlorate with sulphur of
arsenic and sulphate of potassium;
Davay, in 1852, mixed chlorate, nitrate
and prussiate. French, Russians, Eng-
lish and Americans rivaled each other
in attempting the utilization of chlor-
ate. In 1882 a chlorated powder (in-
dustrial) made its appearance under the
name of asphaline. Then followed, in

turn, the prometheus, rack-a-rock,
cheddite, permonite, polarite, ajax,
dynobel.

In 1799 Howard, an Englishman, ob-
tained the fulminate of mercury. Very
sensitive, it was employed in capsules
to explode explosives. Fulminate of
mercury is still a mystery when em-
ployved alone, but wvery useful when
mixed with moderatirg substances in
order to prevent its explosion. Ful-
minate of mercury is employed in the
howitzer shell of the French 75 and in
some other arms.

*
* *x

In 1832 a new tvpe of explosive was
created at Nancy by the chemist Bra-

counot by treating

De?elopmentl starch, wood fibers
S and other sub-
of the Thirties. stances with con-

centrated azotic acid. This was the de-
but of nitro-celluloses, of which gun-
cotton is a component.

In 1838 Pelouze repeated the experi-
ments of Bracounot and extended them,
He proved that all celluloses plunged
into azotic acid, then washed and dried,
furnished a most inflammable and util-
izable product in pyrotechnics. In 1545
Dumas nlitrified paper—a cellulose—
and used it as “nitramidine” in the
making of artillery cartridges or “gar-
In 1846 a Swiss, Schoenbein,
discovered ozone, perfected the Inven-
tion of Dumas by treating cellulose by
mixtures of nitric and sulphuric acids
and not by nitric acid alone. Schoen-
bein then obtained a more active body
and by the employment of cotton his
cellulose remains the hest known.

Austria purchased Schoenbein’s cellu-
lose and Von Lenk introduced some
changes, employing guncotton, but
with deplorable results, for guncotton
burst the cannon. Abel, the BEhglish
chemist, succeeded in employing gun-
cotton reduced to pulp, washed it and
then compressed it. This guncotton
was still variable and of little value
for artillery. But Abel had an as-
sistant named Brown, who found two
most important facts—the action of
fulminate on compressed cotton dried
and that a Ittle dried cotton causes
the explosion of wet cotton. Thus wet
cotton can be stored and is much less
sensitive and it is this humid cotton
which Is now employed in torpedoes.

Guncotton did not become a war ex-
plosive until completed by Louis Men-
ard, Flores Domonte and M. Viellle.
In 1846, in a note to the Academy of
Sciences, Menard and Domonte showed
that guncotton is soluble in a4 mixture
of alcohol and ether; thus disselved
it becomes the well known collodion
utilized in surgery and in photog-
raphy. Thug was discovered the gela-
tinization of guncotton and smokeless
powder. It is no longer the crushing
and uangerous explosive of the com-
mencement, but a progressive and “ra-

tionalized” powder, the prototype of
such as the English cordite and of
nabel or balistite.

=
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Cotton is essential in artillery. Smoke-
less powder serves in bombs and halls

and for mortars. Its in-
Cotton Is stability was suspected in
Essential.

the Schnaelle incldent in
1906, “I'Jenu’ was blown
up at Toulen; in 1911 “La Liberte” met
the same fate, disasters that were at-
tributed to “poudre B.” These accidents,
it may be remarked, occurred on ship-
board, where were united the precipitat-
ing conditions of heat and humidity.
Stabilizants were sought and found by
Capt. Lepidi du Bouchet in the diphe-
nylamine, which multiplied by five the
length of life of smokeless powder.

The detalled story of the discoveries
that have followed is too long to recite
here. An Itallsn chemist, Sobrero, found
nitroglycerin in-1846. The Swede, Nobel,
discovered dynamite in 1865. The Eng-
lishman, Sprengel, witnessed the explo-
slon of pleric acid under shock In 1871
After Turpin had introduced some mod-
ification in 1885, it was termed melinite,
with many “variants,” designated by
the British as “T. N. T."

In 1885 Capt. Favier of the Belgian
engineers discovered an explosive com-
posed of nitraté of ammonium (91.5) and
monomtronaphlaline (8.5). Among the
variants of this type (“ammonial”) one
will be astonished to find aluminum,
which i8 explained by the fact that this
mild metal is a formidable combustible
and plays an important part in incen-
diary bombs,

The role of explosives In this war is
formidable. If, as Napoleon gald a cen-
tury ago, ''‘God was on the side of the
heaviest artillery,” it may be eaid now
with truth that the devil is on the side
of asphyxiating -explosives.

CH. CHAILLE-LONG.

From the Chicago Herald.

What Serbia naturally desires is the
arrival of a strong force of the allies a
reasonable time before the obsequies.
From the St. Louis Republie.

The Serbian government is getting to
be as movable as the several govern-
ments in Mexico have been until re-
cently.

From the Concord Evening Monitor.

The center of sympathy seems to
have shifted from Belgium to Serbia.
From the Philadelphia Evening Ledger.

The Teutons are dashing into Serbia,
and what Serblans are saying about
them can be printed only in dashes.
From the Cincinuati Times-Star,

This invasion of Serbia again evokes
our admiration for the powers of pro-

SERBIANS" SAD PLIGHT.

From the Boston Globe.

The indications are that the Germans
will soon control about as much of
Serbia as they do of Belgium.

From the Philadelphis Recond.

It was a copper mine that Germany
invaded Serbia for.
From the Buffalo Commercial.

The Serbian capital is able to move
on a minute's notlee.

From the Birmingham Age-Herald,

The Serbs are bound to put up a fight.
They have no ready means of exit
From the New Orlesns Times-Pleayune.

In those portlons of Serbia which
have not been occupled by the Aus-
trians, Germans and Bulgarians, the
principal occupation of the natives at

nunciation of the denizens of far

lands.

present consists in their efforts to pre-
vent the occupation.first mentionegd,
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