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tonight.
Lowest

Snow or rain
rain and warmer.

easterly winds,
Temperature for the past
hours: Highest, 36, at T

Full report on page 21.

WEATHER.

tonight, about 32 degrees;

lowest, 22, at 7:30 a.m. today.

Tomorrow,
temperature
moderate

twenty-four
p.m. today;
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VIENNA IS READY TO DISCUSS

LOSS OF AMERICANS ON ANCONA,
BUT IT MAKES NO DISAVOWAL

Contrasts “Sharpness” of United States”
Demands With an’ Alleged

Lack of

Details.

Declines to Recognize Negotiations With Berlin
as Establishing Precedent, and Will Insist
‘on Own Interpretation of Law.

VIENNA, December 15, via Berlin and London, December
16, 3:55 p.m.—The situation as regards Austria-Hungary and

the United States is considered
since the reply to the American
[L.ONDON, December 16, 6:2

to the sinking of the steamer Anco
handed to Frederic C. Penfield, Un
‘Tuesday, according to a dispatch
graph Company. The correspond
lows: .

“From the sharpness with which the government of the United

States believed it ought to censu

rinc and from the firmness with which the demands addressed
to the Austro-Hungarian government appear to have been brought

forward, it could be expected that
clearly give the actual circumstan

Room for Numerous Doubts.

*As can be easily recognized, the rep-
resentation of the circumstances con-
tained In the note allows numerous doubts
and gives not at all sufficient reasons for
blaming the commander of the submarine

the Austro-Hungarian government, |

and |
even if the representation proves correct |

in all points and judgnient in the case is
vased on the most rigorons |egml-imier-
pretation.

“The American government also omifted
to indicate the persons to whose state-
ments it refers I;hd to whom it apparent-
- Iy belleves it must atiribute a higher de-
gree of trustworthiness than to a com-
mander of the imperial royal navy.

Names and Details Lacking.

“As 1o the number, names and the de-
tails concerning the fats of the American
citizens, who in the critical moment were
aboard the above-mentioned steamer, the
riote does not give any explanation. But
i view of the fact that the Washington
cabinet now has given a positive declara-
Lion the above-mentioned
dernt subjects of the Uniled States came
Austro-Hungarian govern-

that at inei-

to grief, the

ment in principle is prepared to enter into
H

@i exchange of opinion with the Amer-

government

2 am.—The reply of the Austro-
Tungarian government to the note from the United States relative

lown

here to have become less tense
note was dispatched.

na by an Austrian submarine, was
ited States ambassador at Vienna,
rom Amsterdam to Reuter’s Tele-
ent quotes from the reply as fol-

re the commander of the subma-

the American government would
ces upon which it relics.

of such motivation, mentioned an ex-
change of correspondence which It had
with another government about an-
other affair.

Lacks Enowledge of Notes.

“The Austre-Hungarian government
is the less able 1o follow the Washing-
ton cabinet in this unusual attitude, as
it in no way possesses a knoWledge of
all the vcorrespondence having refer-
elice 1o it

“The Austro-Hungarian government
also 18 not of the opinion that this
knowledgze could be sufficient for the
present o which, according to its
information, is materially differ-
ent from the case or cases to which the
American government apparently is re-
ferring. Therefore the Austro-Hunga-
rian government must leave it to the
Washington cabinet to draw up the in-

dividual legal maxima which the com-
mander of the submarine is alleged to|
have violated when sinking the Ancona.

To Urge Own Contentions. !

“The American government also |
thought it advisable to point out the
attitude whick the Berlin cabinet in
the before-mentioned exchange of cor-
respondence had taken. In the highly
esteemed note the Austro-Hungarian
government finds no support for this
course, I the Amerlcan government
should have intended thereby to ex-
press an opinion as If a precedent ex-
istg for the present case, the Austro-
Hungarian government, in order to pre-

: in the first instance, it must
ralse the guestion of why that govern-|
ment refrained from juridically moth‘-l
aling the demands stated in its notel
w{th regard to ihe special c!rcum-i
stunces of the incriminating incident, |

which are especially pointed out by the |
American government, and, in the placelthe correspondent.

vent misunderstandings, must declare
that it, of course, must preserve full
liberty to urge its own legal interpre-
tations during the discussion of the
Ancona case.”

The government expresses to Am-
bamsador Penfield full svmpathy for
the victims of the Ancona sinking, says

AUSTRIAN ADMIRALTY DEFENDS
SINKING OF STEAMER ANCONA

VIENXNA, December 14, by courier to
Berlin, via London, December 16 —The
Austro-Hungarian admiralty is entire-
Iy opposed to any disavowal of the
course of the submarine commander
who was responsible for the sinking of
the Itallan steamer Ancona. On thel
contrary, it approves his conduct fully,
and declares that he would have been

considered as having failed to pcrtm-m'

his duty if he had allowed the Ancona
to escape.

The admirglty today stated its case
and the attitude of the naval authori-
ties as follows:

Commander Made Report.

‘It {s a submarine commander's duty
to make a report to a designated base
as moon a= possible, and the com-
mander who sank the Ancona did this
ax soon as he was within wireless dis-
tance of land. Me made a supple-
mentary report at Pola, and accom-
panied it with his log. No examination
of the crew was held, because the com-
mander's report was considered com-
plete and there was no reason to sup-
pose that the crew could add anvthing
theréto

“BSo far as the commander is cCoOncern-
ed, his course Is clear. The admiralty
has received his renort and sees 1o rea-
w0 o fnd any fanst with his course of
action. ~

“If any such reason existed, that is,
{f the adiniralty had found that the
comimnander ‘had done anything con-

trary to his instructions, it would spon-
taneousiy institute an investigation
against him without waiting for any
demand to come from some foreign
government. It can happen that a
commander. in heat of battle, deals
contrary to instructions, but nothing
of the kind has occurred in this case.

Submarine in Double Danger.

“It appears clearly from his report
that his ship was in danger, indeed in
double danger, first from the fact that
an enemy boat was approaching on a
line that threatened to cut off his re-
treat, and the enemy ship and the An-

cona could have estahlished his radius
of action and could have set a torpedo
boat flotilla en him, and, second, there

|since the Ancona could have notified

was danger of the Ancona escaping,
which acording to his instructions was
to he prevented in all circumsjances.
Henee the conduct of the commander,
murh as the loss of innocent lives
must he regretted and deplored, cannot
be disapproved. i
“On the contrary, If he had departed
without destroyin the -“Ancona It
would have been fallure to do his duty,

other ships of hie whereabouts, The
loss of American lives is mggrettable, as
well as that Americans used a vessel
belonging to a nation at war with Aus-
tria-Hungary."”

A naval writer and expert sald to the
Asszociated Press correspondent in a
discussion on the demands of the
tAmerican note:
| It should be remembered that Aus-
jtria’s fleet is her favorite child. Tts
| honor and prestige are treasured to the
highest degree. The government might
possibly yield points in a matter af-
fecting the army, but disavowal of ap
act of an Austrian naval officer is hard-
I¥ thinkable in any but ahnormal cir-
cumstances. T am certaln that it would
have to be a very extreme case indeed
which could justify in the eyves of all
Austrians any humiliatien of a naval
officer at the behest of a forelgn
power,"”

American Note Not Published.

The American note relating to the
Ancona has not yet been published by
the Austrian newspapers; hence the
contents of the note are known to only
a few of the most prominent officials.
One of the leading men in Vienna has
summed up the situation for the Asso-
ciated Press ax follows:

"My position requires me to keep in
close touch with public senfiment, and
there is no doubt what that sentiment
is. Whether the United States breaks
off relations with Austria-Hungary
rests entirely with her.

“Amerlca could not injure us much
more as an open enemy than she haa
already done. She has supplied muni-
tions of war to our enemies und be-
vond doubt bhas prolonged the war,
which otherwise wWould have been over
long since. Our Jdiplomatic and con-
sular officers there have been shame-
lessly harried and persecuted and have
been grossly insulted by the press. The
entente has recruited soldlers on Amer-

1

only parts are made and taken into
Canada for assembling, but the result
is the same. A great number of Amer-
Icans are fighting with the French and
British armies.

Cut Off From Ambassador.

“We have not been able to communi-

cate With our ambassador In cipher,
because America forbids it, although
the American ambassador can use
cipher. Our side of the case has not
been heard, and distorted reports from
our enemies receive full credence.
_ "Now we have received a note couched
in terms ngver before addressed by one
nation to guother, a note couched in
terms of ppen insult. Amerlca consid-
ers us boufid by a former warning de-
livered to Gegmany regarding subma-
rine warfare. That note was not com-
munlcated to us and ecannot be consid-
ered bindipg on us. Austria-Hungary
is not an appendix of Germany, but a
sovereign state.

“Even if the note had been communi-
cated to us it would have no bearing on
the Ancona ‘case, where the steamer's
captain admittedly made an effort to
flae. We are at an utter loss to know
what impels the American government
to this course of action. It seems prob-
able that it is due to internal politics
in America."

The general state of mind here is in-
dicated by this statement and by the
comments of other prominent person-
ages in Vienna.

The answer to the American note, it
is =maid, will probably coutain, among
other points, the assertion that Aus-
trla 18 not bound by any warnings
served on Germany.

VIENNA REPLY NOT
AGCEPTABLETOU.S,

Diplomatic Relations Between
Two Governments at
Breaking Point.

WASHINGTON’S NEXT MOVE
WAITS ON OFFICIAL TEXT

Austria’s reply to Secretary
Lansing’s ffote on the Ancona is
regarded, on the basis of the un-
official reports received today
from London and Amsterdam, as
wholly unsatisfactory, unaccepta-
ble and disappointing the
United States.

Diplomatic relations between
the two countries may safely be
described standing at the
breaking point.

Official Comment Reserved.

President Wilson and Secretary Lan-
ging are reserving comment until they
have the official

to

as

translation and text
at hand, but it is stated authoritatively
that the United Into
no exchange of opinions as the Vienna
foreign office i8 represented HUg-
gesting, and absolutely will decline to
discuss the fucts of the torpedoing and
shelling of the Ancona by an Austrian
submarine, with Inss of American lives,

No official sword had reached the State
Department today that the Austrian
reply had been dellvered to American
Ambassador Penfleld, but the news dis-
patches containing excerpts were taken
in official quarters as sufficient evidences
that® the rejoinder is on its way
Washington.

™ Reply Deemed Vague.

From such part of the unofficial text
as is contained in the news dispatches,
officials considered the reply vague in
many respects, but they were not pre-
pared o decide whether that was
caused by the translation.

The suggestion for an exchange of
opinions, the virtual request for a bill
of particulars of the American com-
plaint against the action of the sub-
marine commander and the proposal
for a discuselon of the facts were
clearly met forth, however, in the un-
official text, and officilals of the State
Department, who have knowledge of its
polley in the crisle, unhesitatingly de-
clared that all would be refused. It
was made clear that the United States
doeg not propose to enter into a diplo-
matic discuseion which would have
possibilities of belng prolonged almost
indefinitely.

Officials Are Disappointed.

The outline of the reply was disap-
pointing, because some American of-
ficials have been led to believe by pre-
dictions from Germanic quarters that
it would be favorable, or at least
would propose something which the
United States could accept.

As Secretary Lansing based the rep-
resentations in his note upon the offi-
clal statement of the Austrian admiral-
ty itself, American officials are at a
loss to understand where there is much
room for discussion or dispute of facts,

News from Vienna recently that the
submarine which sunk the Ancona was
missing led some officials to believe
that a new element had been intro-
duced into the dispute, which has
promise of carrying some weight. That

int, however, seems to have been dia-
regarded In Austria’s answer, so far as
officlals can judge from the unofficial
text received here.

No Room for Discussion.

American officials believed that tak-
ing as a basis the official admisslon of
the Austrian admiralty that the Ap-
cona was shelled, torpedoed and sunk
while passengers Btill were ahoard,
there would be little room for discua-

slon of Secretary Lansing's contention
that the commander violated the prin-
ciples of international law and hu-

States will enter

ns

Lo

manity, and that it was “wanton
slaughter of defenseless non-com-
batants,"”

jcan soil; submarines are constructed
in American shipyards. It is true that

Officials pointed out today that a
(Continued on Becond Page.)
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uEt.u’c;hpaz's Battle-Front

BY Fre de rick palrner

LBSSOI'IS {Ol' America"

.

A series of pertinent articles by a writer recog-

nized everywhere as an authority on war.

FFleet Could Not Keep to

is the title of Mr. Palmer’s first article.

The Sunday Star.

“Our
the Sea in Case of War”
Read it in

300,000 TURKS ARE MASSED
FOR ATTACK AGAINST EGYPT

Threat of Moslems and Germans Grave.
British Report Defeat of Arabs—Per-

LONDON, December 16 -—The Turko-

German threat against Egypt is he-
coming more grave datly, in the helief
of military men here, according to ad-
vices received here from Rome,

The econstruction of a railway line
‘rom Damascus 1o the Egyptian fron-
fer has heen pushed with extraordi-
nary speed, it i stated, atd it is ex-
pected that it will be finished by the

Ist of February, there being only fifty
miles more of track to lay before the

Sinai peninsula is reached. This rail-
wav, being built under German officers,
which has double tracks, is considered
by military men to permit of 1 con-
centrition of half a million men in one
month, together with the necessary

supplies and ammunition, at the Egyp-
frontier.

300,000 Men Concentrated.

Ahout 200,000 Ottoman troops,
manded and drilled by German officers,
already have been concentrated be-
tween Alessandretta, Aleppo and
Homs, it is stated. Army engineers are
laying miles of tubes for carrying
drinking water across the desert and
also are providing material for the
construction of Lridges with which to
eross the Suez canal.

Turko-German emissaries are said to
be urging the Senousi to attack Egypt
from the west, while an attempt also
{a being made to induce the Abyssin-
fans to march into Sudan. German of-
ficers are reported to be acting as
propagandists, organizers and military
instructors. The Rome newspapers
ask (f after the lesson of the Balkars
the entente powers are golng to ‘allo_w
themselves to be taken by surprise in
Egypt. '

Suggests Abyssinia Fre:ednm.

The Paris Excelsior says the foreign
affairs committee of the chamber of
deputies is considering a proposal made
by Gratien Candace, a colored deputy
from Guadaloupe, that France, in con-
junction with her allies, immediately
consider means of obtaining the mili-
tary co-operation of Abyssinia under a
guarantee of her Independence.

This would be a counter stroke, M.
Candace believes, to German efforts to
incite nmative chiefs in the regions ad-
joining the Sudan to march on Khar-
tum and to stir up the Mussuiman
population against southern Egypt.

Defeat of Arabs Claimed.

The following British official com-
munication was issued at Calro yester-
day.

“The force under Col. Gordon operat-
ing ont the 1ith, twenty-four miles
westward from Matruh (Arabla), en-
countered a hostile Arab force esti-
mated at 1,200 rifles and with guns
and machine guns under Gaalar Pasha.
The enemy attacked vigorously, but
was driven back with heavy losses.
At daylight the British were obliged to
withdraw to their camp, which was
reached after dark Col. Gordon's
force returned to Matruh the 14th.

“Col. Gordon is unable to estimate
the loss inflicted on the enemy, but it
was considerable. Our casualties were:
Killed, four British and four Indians;
wounded, five British officers and eight-
een British of other ranks and fifteen
Indians. All the dead and wounded
were brought into camp.

tian

cone-

“Wounded prisoners say that In the:

fight of the 11th the enemy's losses
were elghty men Killed and over thirty
woundad '

. Mesopotamia Situation.

I, Austen Chamberlain, secretary for
Imdia, has received ispatches from
tien. Sir John Nixon, commanding the
Mesopotamia expedition, and comimuni-
cated their contents to the house of
COMIMOnSs.

tien. Townshend, who is in charge of
the British forces which retreated from
the vwicinity of Bagdad, reporied to
Gen. Nixon that there was a heavy
musketry fire for an hour on the Brit-
ish north front December 12, but that
the Turks did not attempt an advance.
A heavy attack made on a villuge on
the right bank of the Tigris was re-
pulsed. On the 13th all was qulet. ac-
cording to the report,

Fen. Nixon's dispatches added that
British reinforcements continue to he
sent up the Tigris

Russian Defeat Reported.

BERLIN, December 16.—"Reports have
been received from Constantinople,” says
the Overseas News Agency, “that fol-
lowers of the Persian Tishidad defeated
Russlan troops under (ien. Samanoff be-
tween Kermanshah (in northeastern Per-
sia) and Sine, taking 300 Cossacks pris-
oner and ecapturing two machine guns.

“A great meeting has taken place at
Ispahan, at which It was resolved to pro-
test to the whole world agalnst Anglo-
Russian treatment of Persla, the reports
stated.”

The Overseas News Agency says mer-
chants of Persia have instituted a boycott
of Eritlsh and Russian goods and have
decided to establish natlonal banks free
from Hussian influence. Sugar reflneries
are to be constructed to avold the neces-
rity of importing sugar from Hussia.

HOLD PLOT AFFADIVIT.

Federal Officials Think Van oolber-
gen Deposition Is Important.

BEAN FRANCISCO, December 16.—The
affidavit of Johannes Henrikus Van
Koolbergen, published yesterday, in
which he states that he was employed
by Franz Bopp, German consul genaral
in this city, and Baron George Wilhelm
von Brincken, an attache of the consu-
late general, to destroy bridges and
tunnels in Canada, is, it was announced
today, in the possession of the federal
authorities here. They regard it as
of great importance in connection with
their prosecution of von Brincken, C. C.
Crowley, a detective In Bopp's employ,
and Mrs, Margaret Cornell, an agent
in the employ of Crowley.

Van Koolbergen, who was a Mill Val-
ley, Cal, civil engineer, is serving a
two-year sentence at Lethbridge, Cal-
gary, tor forgery, according to Cana-
dian advices.

LETHBRIDGE, Alta, December 16.—
Proof that J. H. von Montford, the
German sentenced from Calgary for
one year for forgery a week ago, and
now in jail here, is Johannes Henrikus
von Koolbergen, wanted as a witness
in the prosecution of Baron von Brinck-
en and C. C. Crowley in San Francisco,
ia contained In a letter written to him
by his wife and addressed in the name
of Koolbergen, according to authorities

here. Koolbergen was formerly s Ca-
nadian Pacific rallway employe,
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PRESIDENT GETS LICENSE

Rev. Herbert Scott Smith Selected
to Officiate at Marriage
to Mrs. Galt,

REYV. DR. HERBERT SCOTT SMITH.

A license for the marriage of Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson and Mrs. Edith
Bolling Galt was issued late this aft-
ernoon by Col. Willlam A. Kroll, in
charge of the marriage lcense bu-
rean, The license was obtained by Ir-
win H. Hoover, chief of the White
House ushers.

Rev. Herbert Seott Smith of 8t Mar-
garet’'s Episcopal Church is named in
the lieense the officinting clergy-
man.

The

age
given as ﬁl't,\_.'—l?n
Mrs. (ialt as forty

as

of President Wilson wa.sl
e years and that of
-three yvears, The li-
cense clerk’'s record shows that Mr.
Wilson has been married once hefore
and that his wife is dead, and that
Mrs. (3alt has been married once before
and that her husband is dead.

A. J. DREXEL ORDERED
TO PAY WIFE ALIMONY

British Court Decides He Must Keep
i Agreement and Allow Her
$50,000 a Year.

LONDON, Decemhber 16, 1:31 p.m.—A
judgment in favor of Margarita Arm-
strong Drexel, wife of the American
banker, Anthony J. Drexel, was ren-
dered today in her suit to recover
money under a separation deed. The
point involved was Mr. Drexel's motion,
made yesterday, to set aside the serv-
ice of a notice of & writ by the wife to
recover money due under the deed, on
the ground that his domicile was
France, and that thercefore e was out-
side the jurisdiction of the English
courts.

The hushand was to allow the wife
$60,000 wvearly, payahle™in monthly in-

stallments, beginning in February,
913.
Mrs. Drexel deposed in an affidavit

that “after 190% her married life was
very unhappy, that her husband as-
saulted her on more than one occasion
and treatéd her with great indignity.™

Mrs, Drexel was Miss Margarita
Armstrong of Baltimore.

A. J. Drexel's wealth, inherited from
his father, has been estimated at §10,-
000,000.

Disabled Steamer’s Crew Landed,

NEW YORK, December 16—Capt,
Loughrane and the crew of eighteen of
the American steamer Lucy Neff, which
foundered yesterday off the Delaware
coast, arrived here today on the British
steamer Chasehill. Capt. Loughrane
said he called from Falmouth, Jamaica,
December 6, with a cargo of logwood

intended for American dye makers,

ASKSFOR AN ARMY
OF A MILLION MEN

Senator Works Believes Pa-
cific Coast at Mercy of
Asiatics.

WOULD PROVIDE HOMES
FOR SOLDIERS’ FAMILIES

Sees No Danger of War, But De-
clares That United States Should
Be Prepared.

Senator Works of California told the
Senate today that a standing army of
1,000,000 men would be necessary to
defend the United States against pos-
sible Invasions, and declared that the
Pacific coast was completely at the
mercy of Asiatic attack.

Senator Works spoke on the subject
of national defense, but particularly to
propose as a part of the scheme of pre-
paredness the creation of a mobile land
force and military reserve of 200,000
men at the cost of $50,000,000 a year for
ten years.

The proposed enlisted men In civil
and military reserve would be settled,
according to the Works bill, with their
families in comfortable five-acre tracts
provided by the government, supple-
menting ten months of productive work
at reforestation, irrigation and flocd
prevention with two months of military
training each year. They would be
soldier settlers under the control of
the Secretary of Interior in time of
peace and subject to orders of the War
Department in time of war.

Sees No Danger of War.

“I do not believe we are in the
slightest danger of war with any na-
tion, in the near future at least,” said
Senator Works., “We are probably in
less danger of such a conflict now than
for many ¥Years past.

“But it must be admitted that war
between nations is always possible and
may happen at any time, as do quarrels
and conflicts between men who com-
pose nations. 5o long as human nature
remains as it is, subject to be con-
trolled by seifish and evil passions,
men and nations will disagree and en-
deavor to settle their disputes by force.

“When the prospect of war is men-
tioned the specter of Japan rises to
terrorize some of our worthy people”
Senator Works said that relations of
the United ~States with Japan had al-
ways been friendly, but that there were
conditions that might lead to war.

“There are enough Japanese in Cali-
fornia now to man aml destroy every
line of communication from the east,

isolating California and depriving her
of all aid in troope and ammunitions.
Mexico is open to the entry of the Jap-
anese and, once there, it is but a step
acrogs an invisible boundary into the
United Stales.”

Settlers Could Be Provided.

Outlining the scope of his bill, Sen-
‘ator Works declared a million families
coyld be recruited from the tenement
districts of the great cities alone and
settled on homestead tracts in the west
at a less cost than is now spent in the
annual flood wastes of the Missis=lppi
and with two months energetic mili-
tary training. provide for a reserve
foree insuring preparedness against in-
vasion, but also against the forces of
flood and fire.

His bill would provide that the men
should be enlisted for terms of five
years. It would authorize the SHecre-
tary of the Interior to set aside public
lands or to purchase lands and to con-
struct water rights necessary to sup-
ply such land. The bill would further
direct that thegde garden farms be so
located as to establish not less than an

entire regiment In any community on
adjacent homes.

Poles Take Military Training.
NEW YORK, December 16.—Camps
for the military training of Poles have
been established in wvarlous centers
throughout the United States, accord-
ing to Sublieut. Waclaw Stzpiniski,
who is in command of one of the camps
near Haverstraw, N. Y., a short dis-
tance up the Hudson river. Stzpiniski
estimates that 3,000 Poles have been
drilled or are now drilling at the
camps., The purpose of the drilling,
the sublieutenant says, is to prepare
the Poles in the United States to free
Poland or to defend the United States
in war.

Auguste Germain, Author, Dies.
PARIS, December 16.—Auguste Ger-

main, a well known French dramatic
author, is dead. He was born in 1862,

Explanatory to
Readers

The indulgence of The
Star’s readers is asked, as
the paper has been some-
what late the past two days
in reaching them, owing to
the unprecedented demand
of the merchants for space
to tell the Christmas shop-
pers of Washington of the
many attractions in _the
stores.

Never has there been such
activity in the shops as evi-
denced by the tremendous
volume of advertising in
vesterday's Star. The total
amount of advertising was
over 168 columns, or more
than twenty-one solid pages
of advertising, which was
the greatest amount in any
daily issue in the history of
the paper.

The Star’s resources have
been taxed to the utmost,
but every effort will con-
tinue to be made during the
next eight days of unusual
activity to issue the en-
larged papers containing all
the news and features as
promptly as possible.

-
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TRUCE IS POSSIBLE
10 ALLOW GR
[OHOLDELEG

Allies Said to Favor Temporary
Halt to Warfare North
of Saloniki.

ANGLO-FRENCH RETREAT
HAS COME TO AN END

Will Attempt to Hold Strong Line,
While Base Is
Fortified.

GREECE MAY BE FORCED TO ACT

Believed People Will Refuse Abso-
lutely to Consent to Bulgarian
Invasion to Reach
Enemy.

SOFIA, December 16, via
London, 3:23 p.m.—A neu-
tral zone extending two kilo-
meters on each side of the
frontier has been agreed
upon between Greece and
Bulgaria, according to an
official announcement made
here today.

LONDON, December
There is a possibility that an in-
formal truce may be arranged
between the belligerents on the
Greek frontier in order to permit
the Greek electors in the theater
of operations to fulfill her na-
tional duty at the coming elec-
tion, according to the Athens cor-

respondent of the Daily Chronicle.

The entente allies have declared
themselves favorable to such a course,
says the correspondent, and there is a
likelihood of the Germans accepting
the arrangement and refraining from
hostilities while the election is pends-
ing.

The retirement of the Anglo-French
forces has ended, and they now occupy
strong ositions north of Saloniki,
where thus far their oppunents have
made no effort to disturb them.

1H—

Austro-Hungarian troops, pushing
their advance In Montenegro, have
reached the vicinity of Bielopolje, on

the Lim river, about twenty miles west
of the Serbian border, it was announced
today by Gierman army headguarters In
Berlin.

Austrians Claim Adt¥ances.

In their advance south from Flevlje,
in northern Montenegro, the army of
Gen. von Koevess has taken the Mon-
tenegrin positions south of Vramagora
along the entire length of the line, it
is announced by the Austro-Hungarian
army headquarters. An Austrian col-
umn has reached Tuara gorge and dis-
persed a hostfle battalion near Glihaci,
acceording to the statement, while other
Austrian troops have reached Grab,
The capture of 340 soldlers and 150
men of military age is reported.

The next move in the Balkan theater
of war occupies the attention of the
Athens and Saloniki ecorrespondents of
the Britigh press

There are 2000000 entente troops at
Saloniki, according to the Daily Mall,
whose Saloniki correspondent savs the
retreat of the entente allles wa= so
brilliantly earried out that the large
forces of Bulgarians were unable at
any point to overtake and defeat them.
In faet, the BRulgarians were g0 de-
ceived by the rapidity of the mieneu-
vers and the precigsion of the move-
ments of the entente troops that they
inst much time in bombarding certain
positions near Strumitza which 1the
French force had abandoned the jpre-
ceding dav.

Allies Have Fortified Line.

According tn the ecorrespondents of
the Times and the Morning Post, the
entente forces: will halt on the Hue
from Karasull, in northern Greece. o
the Vardar river. teo Kilindir, Greec:,
which they will trv to hold untii the
Saloniki positions are fortified This
line already Is fortified. and there i= a
strong British forece, made up mostly
of cavalry, to the north and northeast
of Kilindir, on the Doiran railway.

The correspondent of the Morning
Post adds the interesting statement on
the authority of the Bulgarian min-
ister at Athens as quoted In a pub-
lished intervie.. that Gievgell and
Borran, southernu Serbia, both of which
are in the hands of the Teutonic allies,
will be msurrendered to Greece. He says
nothing about Monstair, however.

The Athens ¢orrespondent of the
Times says he believes the whole fu-
ture position turns on whether the Bul-
garians invade Greece. He asserts that
he i very doubtful whether Greecs
would sit still under such a move, aven
though the king and the government
Fshould consent te it. which he declines
to believe would he done. He says the
Greek government can be trusted te
run no unnecessary risks. Caution has
been its policy and neutrallty ite aim,
but the Greek government consists of
Greeks, and every Greek s at heart a
patriot, declares the correspondent. Ha
adds that only events that unite the
sovereign, the government and the peo-
ple will force Greece to abandon her
neutrality.

Quit Eastern Macedonia.

Reuter's correspondent at Salonikil
says that virtually all of Greek east-
ern Macedonia has now been abandoned
to the French and Britlsh forces, in ac-
cordance with the agreement reached
with the Greek government.

Most of the Greek troops which were
at Salonik!i have retired in the dlrectigs
of Sorovitch and Hozam, in Greek
we ' op Macedonla, while the Lancaza
division has gone to Serree.

A Reuter dispatch from Athens says
the Bulgarian minister has made pub-
lic a reassuring statement dwelling
upon Bulgaria's friendly attitude to-
ward Greece.

“The Greek government now seems
to be sa that thera will be no
Bulgarian incursican on Greek terrl-
tory,” the correspondent continues,
“Relations between Greece and the
entente powers are improving steadily
and King Constantine has announce:l
his intention of attending the 11 at
the Russian legation on the lcasion
of Emperor Nicholas’ name day, if his
health permits.”

Baloniki Held Fearful.

BERLIN, December 16, by wireless to
EBayville.—"Panicky conditiona prevail

in Saloniki,” says an lll!ﬂ‘ﬂl‘l‘ll-




