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of a pan-American convention for the
arbitration of boundary disputes, 2? an

evolution of the Monroe doctrine, and

made certain concrete suggestions of

his own for pan-American solidarity.
Mr. Bryan said, in part:
"Every possible encouragement should

be given to the teaching of the English
language in Latin America and to the

» teaching of Spanish in the United
States. There are several ways in

which this encouragement can be given.
An exchange of professors would be

an advantage. If arrangements could
be made by which the colleges and uni-
versities of Central and soum Amewvo.

would accept American instructors in

return for Latin-speaking instructors
sent to the United Statee, the temporary
exchange would not only be helpful in

extending the two languages, but a

larger acquaintance would follow, and

acquaintance is, after all, the most essentialthing in the improvement of internationalrelations, whether business,
social or political.

Encourage Language Study.
"Encouragement could also be given

to the study of the two languages by
colleges, especially by those located in

i the southern part of the United States
and in the northern republics of Latin

America, where special inducements
could be offered to foreign students.
The United States, for instance, could
establish in Porto Rico, Panama and at
accessible points along the gulf coast
schools in which special attention
would be given to the teaching of the
Spanish language and Spanish history,
and the Latin-speak 2ng nations could
in return offer similar inducements to
students from the north. In these specialschools young men from the United
States intending to go south and young

« men in the southern countries planningto come north could meet, and,
thAir

wane prepttnug uicuiacovo

work, acquire that personal acquaintancewhich contributes so largely to
I success.

"Another suggestion. While a large
vocabulary is, of course, desirable, still
comparatively few words are absolutelynecessary for the carrying on of

l conversation and correspondence. A
f few months ago I suggested to a numberof representatives of Latin America

the advisability of attempting to introduceinto each of the two languages
the more important words of the other

I language. The suggestion received so

much encouragement that I venture to
submit it here. Five hundred English

v words introduced into the Spanish dic'tionary, as synonyms for Spanish words
having the same meaning, and the introductionof a like number of Spanish
words into the English dictionary
would lead to the gradual absorption
by people of all the countries of the
most necessary words of the two

' languages and would make it easier
* for representatives of the different republicsto talk to and understand each

other without special training. Even
a smaller number of words might be

* selected as a beginning.
"If the suggestion commends itself tq

this congress a commission can be appointedto formulate the plan.
Effect of Panama Canal.

s
"The opening of the Panama canal

has accentuated the possibility of larger
trade between North and South Araer*ica. and the interruption of existing
lines of transportation has made more

obvious the necessity of co-operation
between the United States and Central
and South America in the establishment
of trade routes.
"Secretary McAdoo has taken up the

matter, and is endeavoring to secure
authority to establish a government-
controlled merchant marine, for the
double purpose of laying out new trade
routes ana proviaing ag<tin« jiuerruv
tions like those which have occurred
during the past eighteen months.

"I am sure tha all of our neighboringrepublics will give hearty commendationto the plan, and I hope that
the governments of Central and South
America will consider the advisability
of adopting a similar policy. If each
government represented here will act
to the limit of Ite ability a new impetus
will be given to inter-American traflc,
to the benefit of all.
"The establishment of the same monetaryunit throughout the western

hemisphere has long been discussed
and there is no doubt that it would
greatly facilitate exchange between the
the countries.

Benefits of Currency Law.
The currency law now in force tn the

United States has. by authorizing the
establishment of branch banks in foreignlands, greatly aided in the improvementof trade conditions, but as It
will require some years to realize to
the full the advantages made possible
by this law, it is worth while to considerwhether It would not be wise for
the American governments to facilitate
exchange by an arrangement under
which they would cable to each other
deposits made with them to cover foreignpurchases.
"This congress has already under

consideration the possibility of cooperationIn the defense of the western
hemisphere as embodied in the propositionrecently submitted by the Presidentthrough Secretary Lansing, which
contemplates a joint convention providingfor investigation of ail diplomatic
differences and the arbitration of boundarydisputes among the republics of
America.a convention which will go
far toward removing tne possibility of
armed conflict between them.

"This evolution of the Monroe doctrine.enforced by the United States
alone, into a pan-Americanism, supportedby all the American republics jointly,
will not only Insure solidarity of sentiment,but will, by the union of their
strength, lessen the expenditures necessaryfor their protection from possible
attempts at invasion, especially since the
danger of invasion is decreased in proportiona>- the pressure of population in
Europe has been reduced by the enormouslose of life occasioned by the war.
The proposed convention between the
American republics will also make it certainthat the republics of the western
hemisphere will not. by participation in
the forcible settlement of European quarrels,surrender their right to exclude
European nations from armed interferenceIn any disputes that may arise
betweei^th* American republics."
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Points Out Difficulties "

m Exchange of American J?Students and Professors |Speaking today on "The Organization,and Development of a Plan for the teSystematic Exchange of University Stu- mdents and Professors Between Several
American Republics," before the delegatesto the congress primarily interestedin educational problems, Prof, a
John Bassett Moore of Columbia Uni- oiversity pointed out certain practical p;difficulties which have not heretofore d!been considered in discussions of this irimportant development of the activitiesof the congress. Prof. Moore said, in dpart:
"The fact must be admitted that lit- P_tie or no account has ever been takeneither of experience or of the inherent .

uimvuiuco 01 me suDject of exchange.Certainly the time has come when, insteadof making vague assumptions, J:we should examine the problem at Jjclose quarters and endeavor to under- 1
stand it."

^
Besults Not Uniform.

"Dealing with the question as one of
systematic exchange, 1 haaard nothing *s
in saying that the results of such an tcexchange of professors, where it has p
actually been tried, have not by any lc
means been uniform. While in some
cases the results have been manifestly w

valuable, their value has in other casesbeen less appreciable." f"If I correstly apprehend the under- Ilying purpose of the systematic exchange fof professors, it is the interpretation, in a Ibroad sense, of the history, institutions
and ideals of one people to another people,to the end that they may knoweach other better, and, profiting by eachother's experience and achievements,learn to work together in sympathy and.mutual understanding for the good ofhumanity."

Inadequate Means Suggested. j"Such being the object to be attained,may we not ask whether in essayingto reach it by the mere ex-
change of professors- we are not proposinga means Inadequate to the accomplishmentof the end in view?
"It may regularly happen that a professorwho, by reason of his exceptionalfitness and prestige is specially ^desired, may be engaged in importantwork which he cannot be fairly asked n

to abandon or susDend. Perhan» h»« 1 a
personal situation may be such that he tjIs unable to absent himself from his

nhome. p
"Indeed, do we transcend the bounds d

of admissible conjecture if we permitourselves to suppose that by reason of .a continuation of circumstances the ,services he is at the moment rendering 11
at home be of greater value than any v
ho could Just then perform tisewhere? e

Age of Students a Factor. *
1"As to the exchange of students little rneed be said on the present occasion. n"There is one point which it would be nwell to bear in mind, and that is the jjquestion of the age of the students to

be exchanged.
"Not long ago in presenting this questionto a number of foreign students jof different nationalities, I was struck twith the fact that they seemed all to \concur in the opinion that it was undesirableto send youths away from thome at such an eardly age that, re* nceivtng their formative impressionsabroad, they would return to their nativeland as strangers In a strange en- J;vironment, with the result that they ?

would be unable to work in harmonyand co-operation with their own peo- J'pie and would even And their ability ;
to make a living seriously impaired."
For other Pan-American Congress |

news see page 5- 1

KAISER IS OPERATES UPON. j'
Press Dispatches Continue to Afflnn

That Illness Is Serions.
PARIS. January 3..Preaa dispatches S

from Swltserland and Italy continue to t
affirm that the Illness of Emperor WIN a
Ham Is serious. It is stated that he was a
operated on last Wednesday success- nfully, but the nature of the operation Is tnot specified.
It Is stated that the emperor la sufferingfrom a deep-seated affection of F

which the cutaneous eruption Is but a i:
symptom, and that the malady Is com- cplicated by the reappearance of his old ithroat trouble, which has extended to jthe mouth. It Is e»en asserted that itwill be necessary to provide htm with
an artificial palate made of stiver. J
"DEATH" ANNOUNCED IN 1864. {
Former Union Soldier, Officially Ex- c

tinot, Appointed Court Announcer.
DENVER. Col., January 3..A manwho has been dead for more than fifty- Jone years, according to the records of

the War Department, became an officerof the Department of Justice todaywhen W A. Jamleson of Denver, took
the position of announcer In the United
States district court here. Jamleson.
a corpoyal in the 103d Pennsylvania
Infantry in the civil war. escaped from ithe Andersonvllle. Ol. prison. fHis name was confused with that of ianother prisoner who died, and Jamiesonhad a picture of his tombstone. No.4590 In the National emetery at *
Andersonvllle. His "death" is record- <
ed on August 3, 11*4.

.

Hospital Filled by Epidemic.
CHICAGO. January 3..The epidemic Jof grip and pneumonia here la held re- !

sponsible for a record established at '

the county hospital yesterday, accord- 1
ing to figures made public today. Two jthousand and thirty-five persons ware

treatedat the Institution, this being '

the greatest number In on* day slnoe 11
Its establishment. (i

mOOOHEMTEASE
IS LOSTONAPPEAL

Justice Robb Reverses Lower
Court in McNabb-Kinney
Breach of Promise Suit.

The District Court of Appeals in an

pinion by Mr. Justice Robb, today reerseda judgment for $30,000 damages
warded by a jury in the District SuremeCourt last April to Mrs. Ida M.
icNabb, thirty-seven years old, a

ridow of Milwaukee, Wis., against
ohn S. Kinney, seventy-seven years
Id, reputed a millionaire mine owner

f Palatka. Mich. The suit was for
500,000 damages for the failure of the

lillfonaire to carry out a contract to

larry.
The appellate court holds that re>verycould only be on the written
wtract, if at all, and, that item of the
sclaration having been abandoned at
le trial table, the trial judge should

~ nwver for a directed
ttvc gltiuicu a V.

erdict.The court also holds that by
lbmitting other prayers. Inconsistent
1th the one to instruct, the defendptlost no rights.

Case Is Remanded.
The case is remanded for further
roceedings not inconsistent with the

pinion of the court. A new trial may

5 allowed, it is said, although the

pinion of the appellate court does not

ake that direction specifically.
Justice Robb, in the course of his opinn,says: "In the present case there
as no contract of marriage until the
intract under seal was executed. Ev

ythingpreceding it was merely tentav©and preliminary. That contract crysllizedthe previous negotiations between
le parties. Counsel for the plaintiff
iswer that, conceding all this, still they
ay rely upon repeated promises made
j and between the defendant and plainflfafter the execution of the agreement,
it they fail to point to any evidence
nding to show that the written instruentever was abandoned or modified.

Founded in Reason and Justice.
"The rule involked here is not an

rbitrary rule, but, on the contrary,
ne founded in reason and justice. If
arties enter into a contract of the
ignity and solemnity of the one here
lvolved, the party seeking damages
>r the breach of that contract should
eclare upon it. The plaintiff in the
resent case by deliberately abandonigthe second count in her declaraonrelied upon the count which sets
p a simple contract. Her proof
(towed the existence of a different conract,one that had superseded the
prmer and which would not support
le declaration as it stood."
The court also overruled the claim
iat the defendant by his inconsistent
psitions was estopped from raising
le question.
Attorney Frank J. Hogan was reilnedspecially to argue the appeal
>r Mr. Kinney in connection with At>rneysD. W. Baker and Miss Harriet
reefcy. Attorney Charles Foe of the
ical bar and Attorney Henry F.
ochems of Milwaukee represented the
idow.

IDlWIVGO
THROUGHGERMANY
*errhission Given to Pass Directly

and Quickly to
The Hague.

COPENHAGEN. January 3. via Lonon,10:20 a.m. The German governlenthas granted the Ford peace expeitionpermission to travel to The Hague
hrough Germany by special train. The
arty will leave Copenhagen next Friay.
The final arrangements for the trip
rere made through the German consul
i Copenhagen, who, after consultation
fith Berlin, announced that his govrnmentwas willing for the mission

proceed through German territory,
'his privilege was granted despite the
efusal of the American State Departlentto extend the passports of the
lembers of the party to cover a beligerentcountry.

Conditions of the Trip.
The conditions under which the
imericans will travel are strict. Their
rain will be sealed, every one being
ocked within. None will be permitted
o touch German soil during the jouriey.The members of the mission will
ot be permitted to carry written,
rinted or typewritten papers. The
oncealment of any paper, even of an
nnocent character, will result in com-licationsfor the entire party. Other
nings tnat tne party musi aoanaon Deore.reaching German territory are
ameras, post cards, opera glasses and
;old coin. Most of the baggage of the
xpedition will be shipped back to the
Jnited States from Copenhagen.
It Is announced that the expedition
rill disband at The Hague January 12,
io£t of the members returning home
rom Rotterdam that day.

Appealed to German Envoy.
The passports of the members of the
eace party do not permit them to
ravel in belligerent countries, and this
ction of the German government obvitesthe necessity of the expedition
making the trip to The Hague through
he North sea and running the danger
f encountering mines. Recent dispatchesstated that the American minBterat Copenhagen refused to vise the
passports of the party through Gernanyand that the German consulate also
ieclined to aid them.
After having decided to charter a
essel and proceed by sea, if necessary,
he managers of the mission Sunday
.ppealed to the German minister at
:openhagen to obtain permission for
neni 10 n»wu8" urriiinii territory
nd their plea evidently met with suceos.

IAPANESE CRUISERS
GOING TO SUEZ CANAL

TOKIO. Japan, January S..AnnouncenentIs made by the Jlji Shlmpo that a
quadron of Japanese warships will sail
'or the Suez canal, presumably to presetJapanese shiTMng. It Is said the
irmored cruisers K^suga, Tokiwa and
Jhitose have been assigned for this
lervlce.

The reported decision of the Japanese
government to send a squadron to the
Suez canal follows the sinking of two
lapanese steamships in the MedlteraneanThe passenger 1 ner Yasaka
Ha.ru was torpedoed oft Port Bald, December21. The freighter Kenkokp Maru
van sunk by g submarine December 39.
Phose on board both vessels ware rescued,
rhe Japan Mall Steamship Company,
ahloh controls the bulk of Japanese
shipping, baa abandoned the Sties route-.

i
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PRESIDENT ARRANGES
TO RETURN TO CAPITAL

Becaase of New Developments Chief
Executive and Bride Leave

Hot Springs Tonight.

HOT SPRINGS. Vs., January 3..PresidentWilson will cut short his honeymoonand start back to Washington tonightbecause of the new developments
in the International situation caused by
the destruction of the British liner Persia.The President will leave here at
S:45 o'clock and expects to arrive in
Washington tomorrow morning at 7
o'clock.
In order to facilitate the return, a

private car, in which Joseph Harrimanof New York arrived at Hot
Springs this morning, was taken for
the President and Mrs. Wilson.

Wanted to Beturn Today.
The President wanted to start back

sooner, but the railroad officials could
make no quicker arrangements than

'

would permit his departure tonight.
Dispatches received by President Wll-

son from the State Department yesterdayare understood to have Included a
'

report of the torpedoing of the Persia.
No comment on the news was given
out.
Tne presioent ana ms wixe iook a

Ion® walk and an automobile drive
yesterday, and Mr. Wilson spent two
hours replying to New Year greetings.

APPELLATE COURT UPSETS
HER VERDICT FOR $10,000

Remands for New Trial Mrs. MadelineA. King's Suit Against
Capital Traction Company.

By a decision of the Court of Appeals
handed down today by Justice Van
Orsdel. Mrs. Madeline A. King, widow
of John L. King, lost a verdict for $10,000rendered in her favor in the DistrictSupreme Court against the Capital
Traction Company for the alleged negligentkilling of her husband.
The Court of Appeals held void a regulationof the interstate commerce

commission, passed while that body
had control over the operation of
Washington street railways, which limitedthe speed of cars at street crossingsto six miles an hour.
The trial court had upheld the regu- i

latlon and admitted it in evidence c
against the defendant company. The .

appellate court holds that this action
was erroneous,

' and remanded the r

case for a new trial. r
The case grew out of the death of t

John Ll King, a retired navy warrant 1
officer, who was struck by a Pennsylvaniaavenue car at 6th street north- <

west, April 5, 1911. 1
The railroad company was represent- 1

ed by Attorney Frank J. Hogan an4 the i
piaintin Dy union j. Lamoeri, n. h. i
Yeatman and F. R. Whippier. i

AFFIRMS THE DISMISSAL
OF SUIT FOR INJUNCTION

Court of Appeals Sustains Decision
of D. C. Supreme Court in

Wells vs. Roper Case.

The decision of the District Supreme
Court that the United States can be
sued for breach of contract only in the
Court of Claims was sustained today
by the District Court of Appeals in an

opinion by Chief Justice Shepard. The *

appellate court affirmed the dismissal £

of a suit for injunction brought by
Josephus Wells against Daniel C.
Roper, first assistant postmaster general.
The plaintiff had a contract to furnishautomobiles for the collection of

malls. Congress made an appropriationfor experimental service in Washington.which conflicted with the contractof Wells, and Mr. Roper gave
notice of his intention to discontinue
the service being furnished by Wells.
The court finds he had a right to do
so under the contract and that it was
immaterial if he did accompany the
notification with the statement that the
contract would be canceled because
the equipment was the sole service
to be furnished by Wells.

ROOSEVELT ON 0. 0. P. TICKET.

Former Preiident to Compete With
Senator Smith in Michigan.

LANSING. Mich., January 3..A sufficientnumber of petitions to place the
name of former President Theodore
Roosevelt as republican candidate on
the Michigan presidential primary ballotwere filed with the secretary of
state today. Several days ago petitions
oil behalf of the national progressive
party in Michigan were filed to place
Mr. Roosevelt's name on the progressivepresidential primary ballot. The
secretary of state is notifying Mr.
Roosevelt of the action of both parties.
Additional petitions were received todaymaking certain the placing of the

name of United States Senator William
Aldan Smith on the Michigan republican
presidential primary ticket. i
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ROBERT N. McNEELY.

SINKING OF PERSIA
CAUSES CRISIS

fContinued from First Page.)

ndicate a view as to vessels sailing in
>ther waters because conditions had
:hanged.
Chairman Stone of the Senate foreign
elations committee conferred with Sec

etaryLansing at the Secretary's inflation,but was non-committal about
lis visit. Senator Stone admitted that
he submarine crisis had been discussed
ind that he expected to confer with
^resident Wilson on the latter's reurntomorrow. He said he did not
enow whether the crisis would be conlideredby the foreign relations comnittee"just yet."
There seemed to be a growing lmjressionin official quarters that to-
norrow the President may call the
Congress leaders together and acquaint
hem fully with the situation. 5

n :J.x i_ I ,
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Submarine Question Shall ;
Be Brought to a Showdown ;

President Wilson is returning: to Wash-
ngton ahead of his schedule in a mood <

>f determination, it was learned today, to

>ring to an issue the question of sub- i

mirine slaughter, which has been made *

nore acute than ever during the past
wo or three days by the sinking of the
Persia, with Consul McNeely on board. «
It was stated today that the Presidentnvill endeavor, immediately upon

lis return, to ascertain the facts in this 1

atest case and will act promptly as 1
scon as they have been reported. A i

special meeting of the cabinet is not 1

it all unlikely, as soon as the reports 1
lave been received, giving the basis 1
for action by this government. <

The gravity of the situation is to be
seen in the fact that the President has
lastened his return form Hot Springs
ly two days, having been in close comr.unicatlonwith Washington ever t
since the receipt of the news of the
Persia disaster.
It is, of course, not known at the

iVh.ite House or at the State Departnentthat the Persia was sunk by an | £
\ustrian submarine, or that she actual-
y raua wunm me wicsuij tuc.ielsfor which this government has de- 1
nanded at least the right of warning
lefore being sunk, with ample opporunltyfor an escape of all on board.

May End Relations Abruptly.
But It became plain today that If this

s the case, and the Persia was sunk
is was the Lusttania and the Arabic,
vlthout warning or resistance, Austria,
f a vessel bearing her flag was the
tgent of destruction, will be called to
erms in the sharpest language yet
ised in a note bearing on the subnarinequestion.
It is even hinted that there is In some
minds a peremptory dismissal from
Washington of the diplomatic reprelentativesof the offending power. If
:he facts are as now believed.
It furthermore developed today that the

'resident does not intend to yield in
his matter any degree of responsibility
>r initiative to Congress, but that he
jroposes to continue to handle the
luestion administratively, without ref- ]
irence to the actual warmaking power
>f the government.
Congressional visitors to the White
douse today, who went there In order
o learn the latest news on the sltua- '

ion, indicated that there is no dlsposi- c

ion to relieve the President of any of t

he responsibility in this matter, but
hat there is a willingness on the part '

if legislators to allow him to continue 1
o deal with the questions without be- s

ng hampered by suggestions and ad-
lice.
The President's determination to *

iring the submarine question to a final t

ihowdown. it was learned today. Is In- *]
ipired by his appreciation of the fact
hat the destruction of the Ancona and
he Persia have aroused public feeling t
n this country to an even greater de- :

;ree than was manifest in the case of
he Lusitania, and that there is a na-

8

ional demand for positive action that e
mill clearly define the American con-

8

lemnation of the practice of murder by J
lubmartne. '

,
I

If you want work, read the want col- t
umns of The Star. , j
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London Papers Ask if Cup
of Teutonic Enormity Is

Full Enough for America
LONDON, January 3..The London
norning papers. In editorials on the
linking of the steamer Persia, delouncethe act in scathing terms and
isk whether the cup of Teutonic enornity,as far as America is concerned, is
ret full.
The Daily Mail says: 'The cowardlylinking of the Persia will steel the
learts of all Britons and prompt them
lot to a mere denunciation, but to acionand will convince the waverers byhousands that the hour has come to
snlist."
The Daily Express says:'These submarine murders will not

le disregarded in America. American
:itiiens have been murdered before;
low a United States official has beentilled. Germany has clearly shown
hat she is indifferent to the world's
pinion."
a oianaara says: "ir ^resident
VHson thinks it worth while to coninuehaggling with the German and
Austrian governments while such
Times continue and while the note
>romisIng redress for the Ancona.
vith the tongue, of course, in the
:heek.on its way to him that is his
joncern. Ours is to redouble our efortsto hasten the day of victory. The
»ffect of the latest outrage will be te
issist in passing the compulsory servesbill and stimulate recruiting."

No Boom for Explanation.
The Times, assuming that it was the

iustrlans, though it may possibly
lave been German or a Turkish subnarine,says: "Whatever flag is stain»dby this fresh outrage there is no
oom for hollow, cynical explanations
>y which Vienna sought to amuse
Washington. It cannot be pretended
hat the Persia was torpedoed in such
i gentle fashion that the passengers
>ught to have been saved but for the
culpable negligence of the crew, which
s the cowardly defense of the Aus:riansin the Ancona case. Even Aus:rianimpudence and cynicism cannot
jlead that five minutes is long enough
:o save hundreds of passengers."
The Times considers that the central
powers will find it dangerous to flout
American opinion, and says that "the
;up may or may not be full in Amerca,but when it is full it overflows
vith disconcerting suddenness."

Shows Value of Assurances.
The Chronicle says: "In the light of

this appalling crime President Wilson
can measure the value of the assurancesreceived from Cermany and Austria.The former never apologized for
Sinning me i_.usiiaiua. aiiu .lusiria nut

lent to Washington a tardy apology foi
sinking the Ancona, its utter insinceritybeing shown by the almost simultaneoussinking of the Yasaka Marq, the
ViUe de la Ciotat and Persia. The centralpowers could scarcely be more

npen In their contempt for the Ameri:angovernment, and one wonders how
nuch longer the American government
and people will continue to tolerate
their attitude."
"Presumably America's action will be

Jetermined by the fate of the few
American passengers aboard the Persia,"says the Daily News. "We should
ike to believe for the sake of her good
lame, as much as in the interest of any
irictims of the future, that it would not,
>ut whatever the Presidents decision,
his right to choose his course without
complaint or criticism from this side is
mqualifled and unquestioned."

DISASTER APPALS ITALY.
11

'Grievous Offense Against Civilization,"Is Opinion of Press.
ttUiviiii, January 6, i.xo p.m.. x ne

linking of the Persia has made a prooundimpression in Italy, which is relectedin the press.
"This new crime is a grievous of'enseagainst civilization," says the

liornale d'ltalia, "especially as it comes
ilmost at the time of the Austrian note
o America, with its profession of hunanitarlanprinciples."
The Trlbuna recalls the fact that durngthe negotiations with the United
States concerning the Lusitania, Gernanssank the Arabic, just as now, with
he Austro-American exchanges over
he Ancona in progress, the Persia has
>een destroyed.
The Idea Nazionale says that, beginningwith the Lusitania, and ending
vith the Persia, more than 2,000 hnLrmedpersons, including women, chilIrenand aged and ill persons, have
>een sacrificed.

LIMIT TO PATIENCE OF U. S.

[» Pointed Ont by Paris Temps in
Editorial Comment.

PARIS, January 2, 5:35 p.m.."Gernany'swar on inoffensive passengers
:ontlnues, despite the protests of the
Jnited States and the injunctions of
he cabinet at Washington," says the
rempt in an editorial discussing the
linking of the British steamer Persia.
"Notes continue to accumulate without
esults and the Auatro-Germans go on
vith drownings and assassinations,
["here is, however, a limit to the
tatlence of the American government.
"Public sentiment in the United States
s in favor of the allies, and its sinlerityis indicated by the immense
amount of supplies sent to the Belgians,*the invaded regions of France
i.nd to the Serbians. American charity
fives unceasingly enormous sums. To
his aotive sympathy there is added
trowing anger against the authors of
io many misdeeds. The destruction of
ha Persia without warning will completethis Indignation." r-

DENIES AUTHORITY
TO REVOKELICENSE

Chevy Chase Sanatorium Refuses
to Abide by theCommissioners'Order.

CONTEST IS DIRECTED
BY BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Assertion Hade That Objections to

Institution Are Wot Well

Founded.

Asserting that they "decline to be
bound by the Commissioners' idea of
what a nuisance is. especially when it
is contrary to that of the Commissioners'legal advisers," trustees of the
Chevy Chase Sanatorium, at 32d and
Tennyson streets northwest, today announcedtheir intention to oppose by
every legal means the order revoking
the license of the institution.
This decision was reached at a meetingof the board of trustees, and the

law firm of Tucker, Kenyon & Macfarland,which represented the sanatorium
at the hearings held in the District
building, has been instructed to take
charge of the case.

According to a member of the firm
it has not been decided whether a restrainingorder against the Commissionersshall be applied for or the orderignored, so that the District heads
will be required to take the initiative
in the matter.
Revocation of the license, in accorddancewith the Commissioners' action,

is to become effective February 1.
Their decision followed a nine-month
investigation of the case, after recepitof a petition from Pirehurst and
Chevy Chase residents that the insti;tution be required to close on the
ground that it is a nuisance to the
neighborhood.
Assistant Corporation Counsel Stephens,who took testimony in the case

for the Commissioners, reported that,
in his opinion, there would be no Justificationeither in law or in fact for
revocation of the license.

Statement by Trustees.
The fact that the Commissioners disregardedthe findings of its legal departmentis commented upon in a statementgiven out today by the trustees

of the institution, which is as follows:
"The members of the board of trusteesof the Chevy Chase Sanatorium

state that after careful consideration
of the action of the Commissioners in
attempting to revoke its license, at the
instance of residents of the neighborhoodwho objected to its presence, they
have determined that it is their duty
to the patients of the institution under
treatment, to the officers of the institutionand others interested in it, including,they believe, a considerable
portion, at least, of the medical pro1fession of the District, to resist that
action by all proper and legitimate
means in their power.
"Accordingly the sanatorium will continueto receive and treat patients unlessand until the action of the Commissionersshall receive the sanction

and approval of a court of competent
jurisdiction.

Allege Misconception of Facts.
"The trustees are convinced that the

objections of those who seek the revo'
cation of the license of the institution,
as well as the action of the Commissioners,are based largely, if not altogether,on a misconception of the char1acter of the institution, the belief beingapparently entertained that it is
what is commonly called an insane asylum.Such is not the fact. Less than
one-half of the patients who have been
treated.about 200 in number.have
suffered from any form of mental trouble,the others having been treated for
various physical and nervous diseases.
When the charges against it were made
the officials of the institution promptly
requested the Commissioners to direct
the health officer of the District of Columbiato visit, inspect and report upon
the character of the patients being
treated, the methods of treatment and
the conduct of the institution. This
request was not complied with.

Ins'pection Invited.
"Then the Commissioners themselves

were urged to visit the sanatorium, but
they failed to do so. In the two years
of its existence, although expressly
subject to official inspection by the
law, it has only once been visited by
the health officer or any of his deputies,and then an inspector, in the ab:sence of the superintendent, calied and
examined its books and sanitary conditions,and, it is understood, made a

formal report that all requirements of
the law and of the regulations had
been fully met.
"Now, however, the Commissioners,

with not suggestion of a complaint by
the health officer, and without any
effort whatever to officially verify the
charges made against the institution,
undertake to revoke its lioense, apparentlygiving no consideration to the
testimony given before the assistant
corporation counsel, who conducted the
hearings, by some of the most distinguishedphysicians of the District,
many of whom visit the sanatorium
from time to time while in attendance
upon patients they send there, and
some of whom have carefully inspected
the institution, concerning the characterof the patients, the diseases for
which they were being treated and the
remoteness of the buildings from
neighboring houses, which testimony
indicated with the utmost clearness
that the objections which had been
made, based upon alleged noises emanatingfrom the institution, could not
possibly have any foundation in fact.

Say Charge Is Baseless.
"The charge that there had been esoanesfrom the institution was shown

to be equally baseless, for the very1
pood reason that any patient who
wants to leave the institution has a

perfect right to do so. There never
has been a commitment of any insane
person, or any person, sane or insane,
to the sanatorium since its establishment,and without a commitment no

hospital or sanatorium in the District
has any legal right to prevent a person
from leaving it at will. Any attempt
to do so would render the officials of
the institution liable for false imprisonment.Every patient who has been
admitted to the institution has come
there volunarily and has had the right
to leave when he pleased and go where
he pleased. Most of them who have
left have returned to their homes in the
city of Washington and are now there.
Hence what has been said about escapeshas simply been idle talk.

Deny" Power of Commissioners.
"The Commissioners have apparently

fallen into the error of believing that
they have the po^er to revoke the
license of a private hospital or sanaItoriumif its mere presence offends the
sensibilities of the residents of the
neighborhood, and their idea seems to
be that if it does so it is a nuisance.
"The officials of the Chevy Chase

Sanatorium from the outset have denied,
and now deny, that the Commissioners
have any such power, and say that
what the law permits cannot of Itself
be a nuisance. They also say that what
is or is not a nuisance is a judicial
question, which can only be determined
by a duly constituted judicial tribunal.
If it were otherwise, property in the
District would be held on a very precarioustenure.
"They decline to be bound by the

Commissioners' idea of what a nuisance
is.especially when it is contrary to
that of the Commissioners* legal advisers,whose opinion on the subject
accords with that of the officials Of Ul
sanatorium and their counsel.*'

D. C. LACKS RIGHT
TO REVWEUCENSE

Metropolitan Club May Still
Sell Liquor, Justice Van

Orsdel Holds. J

DISCRETION EXERCISED
BY THE EXCISE BOARD

Action of Body Cannot Be ImpeachedCollaterally, Court

Sayi, in Opinion.
The District of Columbia cannot Impeachcollaterally a license issued by

the excise board after it has received
the license fee. The District Court of
Appeals so decided today In an opinion
by Justice Van Orsdel sustaining the
judgment of the Police Court in favor
of Nathaniel Wilson, president of the
Metropolitan Club.
The license furnishes a complete defenseto the prosecution, the court declares.
After the excise board had received

the fee for a license and had granted
the privilege to the president of the
club to sell liquor at premises 1700 H
street northwest, the District of Columbiafiled an Information in the Police
Court against the club, charging th« unlawfulsale of liquor.
The District claimed that the license

was void because it allowed the sale
of intoxicants in a residence section
against the provision of the JonesWorksact, and also on the side of a

square where less than 50 per cent of
the frontage was used for business.
The club, through Attorney Clarence

R. Wilson, filed a demurrer in the PoliceCourt, which was sustained. The
District of Columbia then prosecuted
an appeal, declaring that it was not *

bound by the action of the excise board.

Opinion of the Court.
In sustaining the Police Court Justice

Van Orsdel says: "It appears from a |
review of the act that the excise board
is vested with wide administrative and
judicial discretion in the matter of
granting or refusing liquor lincenses.
The board is created a quasi-judicial
tribunal, with sufficient express powers,either by interpretation of the
provisions of the act itself or by rules
not inconhsistent therewith, to give
force and effect to the broad purposes
of the act. There are limitations in
this act, and in other statutes in force
in this District defining territorial
limits within which it is made unlawfulunder any circumstances to grant
a liquor license.
"The Metropolitan Club, however, Is

not located within any of these describedlimits. But, it is contended, and so

alleged in the information, that the
license is null and void for the reason
that the club is located within a residencesection and not on the side of a
block where more than 50 per cent of
the frontage is devoted to business purposes.
"This brings us to the consideration

of the powers and jurisdiction of the
board. Manifestly, the board would exceedits jurisdiction if it granted a

license to sell liquor within prohibited
territory expressly described. Such a

license would be totally void. But that
is not this case. Concededly the MetropolitanClub is not located within
territory expressly prohibited and in
which the board has no jurisdiction to
entertain applications for licenses. ^

Left to Discretion of Board.
"On the contrary, the act expressly

confers upon the board power and discretionto determine in this Instance
whether or not the club is in a residenceor business section of the city or

on a square where more than half of
the frontage is devoted to business.
These matters being left to the ascer-

tainment and determination »i me

board, a license erroneously granted
after full consideration of the questionsof fact and of mixed law and
fact is not void, but voidable. It is
unnecessary to consider whether, un-
der the language of the act making the
actions of the board final and conclusive,jurisdiction rests anywhere to
review the judgment of the board on

the questions of law and fact thus confidedto its discretion."
The court points out that a challenge

of the license in the present proceeding
would involve an inquiry into the questionsof fact upon which investigation
was required of the board before grantingthe license. Such a review on a

license merely voidable would constitute
a review of the action of the board in a

collateral proceeding, the court finds.

Immune From Attack.
The court holds that the excise board's

findings, resulting in an issuance of a

license valid on its face, are as immune
from collateral attack as would be a

license granted by a municipality or by
a court.
The board had jurisdiction. Justice

Van Orsdel points out, of the subjectmatterand of the parties to determine
the fact whether on not the MetropolitanClub is located within a residence
section or on a square 5u per cent
given over to business, and. having adjudicatedthe matter and issued a licensein proper form, its action cannotbe reviewed collaterally.

Marriage Licenses.
Marriage licenses have been Issued to

the following:
Aubrey C. Carr of Beaver Dam. Va.,

and Rena M. Carr of Qoodlow, Va.

Harry E. Dygert and Elizabeth H.
Knight, both of Richmond. Va
Guy C. Williams ana wary m. curuwell.
Frank R. Lewis and Nellie B. Brown.
Maurice H. Cohen of this city and

Harriet Ettinper of Schenectady. N. Y.
Joseph C. Freeman and Myrtle R.

Mountain, both of Windsor, N. C.

Pluragraph Pictures.
Activities of the American Red Cross,

Inclding rescue work and swimming
Instructions given at the tidal basin In
this city some time ago. aroused specialInterest In the Pluragraph pictureswhich were shown at the New
National Theater yesterday afternoon
and laat evening. Films of artistic
beauty were the color photographs entitled"Diana, the Huntress," with
Baroness von Dewitz, the Copenhagen
actress, pictured as Diana, with Paul
Swan as Apollo and Pan, and showing
the Florence Fleming Noyes dancing
girls. A notable photoplay offering was
"The Purloined Letter," founded upon
Edgar Allan Poe's story, with Edith
Wynne Matthison pictured as ths
Countess de Guise. "A Boy Scout."
based upon a atory by Richard Harding
Davla, furnished another series of picturesof special interest to those interestedin the Boy Scout movement.

Fire Causes $900 Damage.
Firemen yesterday extinguished a fire

In the house of Henry Batch. 169 Adams
street northwest. Nothing was found
to suggest the origin of the Are, accordingto the police. The damage
amounted to $300.

"New York and Florida Special." |
Finest train to Florida resorts. AtlanticCoast Une. 8:15 p.m. dally. 4 allsteeltrains dally. 1406 N. T. are. n w.
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