Fair tonight
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gentle shifting winds
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WANT UNIFORM RULE
ON MOTOR TRAFFIC

Local Owners and Drivers of
Cars Gathering Data for Ap-
peal to D. C. Heads.

HAVE SPECIFIC EVIDENCE
OF WIDE DISCRIMINATION

Feel They Are Being Forced to Bear
the Brunt of Occasional Enforce-
ment of Regulations.

Police restrictioms on the speed
of ambulances, which already have

: oLl
developed a controversy involving |

responsibility  for  the loss ot
one woman's hie, have revived
charges of wide discriminations

and lack of uniformity in the en
forcement of trafhe regulations by
the police gencrally

Evidence of specifi Lhie

where

f regulations

mporadic enforcement o

works hardships on Washimetonanes
who drive moteor cars for pieasure o
in their daily business, aiol of specific

eases where there 1= diserimination
against owners, while taxicabs, maotor
trucks. delivery wagons and motor oy-

cles appear to escape enforeement of

the law, soon are to be lail before the
District Commissioners,

It became Krnown today that a
ber of Washingtonians, all owners an
drivers of cars, have heean
evidence for some time upon which 1o
appeal to the Commissioners for a fan
and uniform enforcement of the
lations. It 15 said that the promine

f some of the men who have joined

-

he movement will he a surprise to the

Commissioners themselves when they
are disclosed. )
These men, it was explained today by

one of the leaders, ask no favors, seek

noe immunities. They are willing and
intend to conform with all t pralive
regulations, but they will insist 1hat

all motor drivers shall do so and that
they shall not suffer by discrimination

The general question of whether the
twelve-mile speed limit i= too low will
be left for the future. For the present
the movement i= only 1o show that
drivers of so-called pleasure cars are
being forced to bear the brunt of ocea-
sional enforcement of the regulations,
while the most pergistent offenders
seldom feel its effects.

No Special Privileges Asked.

When the movement has developed
to a point where the evidence which
is being carefully gathered iz complete,
a public meeting will be announced, to
which all motorists will be invited, and
the plan of action will be more fully
disclosed.

There is no disposition in tne move-
ment to contend that ambulances, nhre
apparatug or other public-gservice
hicles on emergency missions should be
restricted to ordinary limits. The move-
ment intends to studiously avoid anyv-
thing that might be construed as ask-
ing for special privilege or to he re-
garded as a fuvored class. All the
movers intend to ask is that the regu-
lations shall be applied alike to all

In every respect, it is the intention to
co-operate with the poliee department
in enforcing the present Inw= Investi-
gators have found that in several west-
ern cities where like movements have
heen carried 1o suceess Motor Ccar owin-
ers have put their t the dizposi-

V-

CILYE A

tion of the police on =j te accasions
Priven by their owners and loaded with
plain-clothes men, the most fagrant of-
fenders have quickly heen rouonded up
by the these motor patrols

Another course  whicl worked ‘out

succes=fullsy was the mounting of pri-
vate fnvestizators on motor eveles, wheo
gathered specific evidence, often
miade affidavits of v

anel

f which werys

unchecked hy the pol calthoush com-
niitted in full view f police officers

The reports of these nvestizators, |
which in every rase were b ol
by =xtatements of credible wi

were Jargely instrumental in e 3
other abuzes in canneetion with the ad-
ministration of the motor vehicle laws

Parking Regulation Ignored.

At the present
in charge of the preliminary
are rejuctant to publish the
preferring 1o withhold then
are forir
been presgnted to the Dhisirict Commis-
sloners with an opportunity for

It Is known, that
the instances of discrimination
which the investigators have
their attention the enforcement of
the parking regulation on Fennsyl-
vania avenue. Orders went out to ar-
rest all drivers parking the
curbs instead of in the middle of the
street. Many owners
and forfeited callateral which aggre-
gated a considerable sum. A day later
the palice stopped making arrests, ex-

stage those wWho are
moverment
resuglts,
until they
in more complete and have
action.
of
toward

turned

however, e

is

cars atl

were arrested

plaining they had been ordeéered to do
w0, Citizen= who were pe ized now
enjoy the chagrin of =eeing mure for-
tunate ones immune Trom arrest for
the very offense for which they prac-
tically were fined sums ranging from
$2 to 35

Along 16th street in particular evi-

dence has been gathered to show that the
regulation which gives to a vehicle mov-
ing north amnd south the right of way
motor-driven delivery wagons cross the
busy street from eust and west at illegal
rates of speed. apparently with immu-
nity and with great danger to life

Instances have been guthered
that occasional drivers have been pen-
alized fur crossing bridges at forbidden
speed, and that within the same hour
horse-drawn wugous, trolley cars and
many motor vehicles have violated the
same Tegulation repeatedly with impun-
ity.

Signals Are Disregarded.

Cases have been recorded
motor drivers, disregarding
crossings  have proceeded the face
traffic without more than whistle ar
protest from the crossing policemuan

Evidence is being gathered to show
that a very large proportion of the
motor vehicles on the streets of Wash-
ington viclate the speed laws at cross-

in which
signals at
n

a

ings, on corners, around circles and
generally, and that the occasional ar-
rest of an offender, who seldom is a

flagrant one, constitutes an jllegal dis-
srimination.

Lawyers among those who are for-
warding the movement have counseled
a full digcussion of the facts, supported
by legal evidence, with the Commis-
sioners, believing that a disclosure of
the actual conditions will lead 10 a
remedy, but they =ay there is no doubt
that if necessary a uniform and non-
dizeriminatory enforcement of law can

"7 (Continued on Beventh Page.)
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SUSPECTATHRD |
~ INWELLAND PLOT

! Department of Justice Officials |
! Also Expect Fourth Ar-
' rest Shortly.

\GERMAN SPY TELLS PLAN
" TOBLOW UP THE CANAL

Von der Goltz Says Capt. von Papen |
Indorsed Plan After Invasion of
Canada Was Abandoned.

Department of Justice n-FﬁriaLI
[announced today that two alleged |
Capt.
i Tanscher, arrested vesterday in

comspirators  with lans |
| New York, charged with bemng |
in the plot to blow up the \el- |
and canal. were under arrest 11
I New York, that a third was an-|
{der surveillance in New Fnglan 1
tand that they expected to aricst|

|

a fourth m a few days,
II Avvording 1o the =tory told depart-
.lll"-'ln' agents by Horst von der Goltz,

the alleged tierman spy brought to New
Yard
|'1'||r“ui.'i,~, the plan to bjow up the Wel-

i_':mnl canal was known to Capt. von

York by Scotland fdetectives last

ipen, the withdrawn German military

who furnished money for the

Wk

| Von Papen Indorsed Plan.
Goltz was quoted as saving
Papen had indorsed the Well-
canal proposal after it had been
fedl that it would be impossible to
| lead w large armed expedition into Can-
Von der

der

Von
r that von

and

adu from the United States
itz had sought enlist Germans in
Baltimare, Hoboken and New York, and
department agents say he declared he |
was acting with the knowledge of von
Papen !

Von der Goltz came to the United
States in Juiy, 1014, from Mexico, where |

1o

e had been on Gen. Villa’s staff, and |
reported 1o von Papen. The plan to
tuvade  Canada, he  told  rdepartment

agents, had been his, not von Papen's.
After he had obtained von Papen's hl—'
dorsement, von der Goltz said, he went |
to Baltimore to induce tGermans of the |
crews of (zerman merchant vessels tied |
up there to join him. He also tried;
to abitain recruits from German sailors )
at Hoboken and New York. |

Plan Was Abandoned.

After a time,
plan
point
“west

1
|
)
von der Goltz said, Ihe}
was abandoned. The intended
of invasion, officials said, was
of the great lakes' The force
der Goltz wanted to raise |
ifor the expedition was to be sufficiently E
large to engage the attention of the |
troops Canada was training to send to|
Europe. |
When the plan was abandoned, von
der Goltz =aid. he proposed blowing up !
the Welland canal. Tauscher was to
furnish the dyvnamite, and von der l;nllz!
wax to take four men with him to doj
| the work. i
I The additional arrests announced :r,.l
lday were of men in the party, urﬁriu]sl
psatd, and had been made some time ago,
hut Kept under cover until the investi-
sation could he completed

Month

arrest was made in
a month ago, where the
German named Busse,

serrelly hy  department
second arrest made
twao weeks ago, and
the spoks broken Eng- |
lisn, wux . Tucker

! He was seliing small metal replicas of |

which von

First Arrest

The
York

Ago. !
first New
nearly
A

|
|
e
prisoner,
held
The
asu

now
| agents.
¥l
prisuner,
s his name

wis
ERITITRER
whu

the German  cruiser  Emden He  was
taken to New York: lovked up at Elhs
| lsland, whe he now iz confined, and

kater told the partment’s agents his true

name. He admitted that he had been one
of Ven der teltz’'s companions in the
project to destroy the Welland canal
| Husse s held under a charge of con-
Lepiracy, officials sald, and Tucker is held
[ a8 o material witness, A charge may be
|

muade against him later,

The third of Voo der Goltz s alleged ae-
|-ur.o-.;»ln-s_-.= is an Italia Hedals 1. who
|h.- trid survetlance some time in |

New Englind, and can be arrested at any
Tirne The 1ourth and last is a (German,
Alfred A Fritzen, who was mentioned |
in the complaint agains. Tauscher. Frit- |
zen's whereabouls are  believed 1o
known and hix arrest s expected.

Fritzen, Bu=se and von der Goltz
all were in the pay of von Papen, de-
partment agents said. Their names ap-
pear on the stubs of von Fapen's check
books seized by the British while Capt.
von Papen was on his way home, and
von der Geltz has told department
agents that von FPapen sent them other
sums of money which do not appear
on the stubs, Some of this money was
sent, von der GGoltz aaid, while the men
were walting their chance 1o get across
the international line and dynamite the

= feeer

Ere:

canal.

NEW YORK, March 31.—Capt. Hans
Tauscher, said to be an officer in the
German nuvy, and reported to be the

head of the Tauseher Arms Company of
this city, a8 well as the Amerfcan rep-
resentative of the Krupp gun waorks,
was arrested here yvesterday by federal
authorities on a warrant charging con-
spiracy. Capt Tauscher |s the hushband
of Johanna OGadsk: the grand opera
| singer

The warrant was sworn to in-
| formation and belief” by William AL
luMey, a special agent of the Depart-
tment of Justice. The complalnant in
the case also names Alfred A, Fritzen.
It iz charged that Tauscher and Frit-
zen, August 15, 1914, et on foot a mili-
| tary enterprise to he carried on from
| the 'nited States against the Dominlon
;.,r Canada for the purpose of destroy-
ing or damaging the Welland canal,
The defendants named are said to have

| had four agsoclates,

SCORES VOTE BUYING; RESIGNS.

fon

Pennsylvania Official Opposes Posi-

tion Being Ruled by Politicians.

PHILADELFHIA, Pa., March 31.—De-
claring that “the presumption shown in
attempting to purchases Brumbaugh
votes with salarles pald by the state of
Pennsylvania i{s probably without
precedent in American politics,” Charles
Johnsgon. treasurer of the republican
state committee, last night resigned
a8 s=tate insurance commissioner. His
declaration was made in a letter to At-
torney (eneral Francis Shunk Brown,
a copy of which he sent to Gov. Brum-
baugh with hia resignation, which was

P Malaneourt,

Ctacks in massed formation,

fthe village which formed the advanced

| considerahle sacrifices

lll;is:iing.”

{ by

accepted by the governor,

DRIVE FRENCH OUT
OF MALANCOURT

Capture of Village in Verdun;
Regions by Germans Ad- \
mitted by Paris.

INFANTRY FIGHTING |
LASTS THROUGH NIGHT

Position of Gen. Joffre's Me'n Made‘:
Untenable—Teutons Fail in .

Avocourt Wood. |

LONDON, March 31.—Capture |
i the village of Malancourt, in |

the Verdun rewion west of the,

[ Meuse. was announced hy the
German war office todayv.  The

| Germans cliim to have taken 328

prisoners. !
The Germans deliversd a fieree night |

atlack on three sides of the village of

eavs the French official!
statement issted thiz morning, and the
French retired from the village proper.
Bt continue 10

Fierve infantry

whirh in ruing,
hold  its  outskirts |
fighting lasted for the entire night be-
from the un-

WHE=

fore the French withdrew
tenable position, the official statement |
adds,

The Gernfats agaln tried 1o carry by
assault the position which the French
hafd won back in the Avocourt wood.
hut they were repulsed Fiast of Lhe

Meuse the night was calm.

French Communication.

cation follows:
“In the Argonne distriet we have re-

| pulsed two attacks with hand grenades

directed against our positions to the

north Avocourt. !

“Ta the west of the river Meuse the
bombardment of Malancourt has gone |
on with redoubled violence. Last night ¢
the Germans delivered a series of at- |
They ad-
vanced from three sides at a lime upon

|
The text of today’'s French --nmrnumA]
i

of

salient of cour line and which sheltered |
one of our hattalions.  After furious|
fighting all night long, which enrai]eril

on the part of
the enemy, our roops evacuated l'I:(-I
ruined village, but we s=till hold irg|

| outskirts, |

“In the Woevre district the Germans |
emleavored on three separate nlrvm-innsl
to capture from nus the work 1o the |
east of Haudiomont. but all their ad- |
vances were repulsed

““There has been no occurrence of im-
portance on the remainder of the front.,” |

British Statement.
The British official statement on the
progress of the campaign in France
and Belgium reads:

“There has been artillery activity
naorth  of Souchez, south of St [-:1-»1.|
abour Wieltje and at Hoezinghe Hos- |

|

tile bombers succeeded 1n reaching the

most eastern of the craters at St Elol
“South of Boesinghe, after b -
bardment, a small party of the enemy
tried to leave their trenches, but were
immediately driven back by our fipe e
“One of our aeroplanes sent out s

WANTS POSTMASTERS
UNDER GIVIL SERVCE

Representative Tinkham Also Ar-!
gues to Place District Employes

in Same Class.

hefore 1he

reform

commities
and hefore

Hearings on
civil service Lthe
House [istrict committer today marked
the opening of a campaign by Repre-
sentative Tinkham of Massachusetts to

place postmasters of the firs: rhr'eel
clusses [n the civil service, as well as|
to place the employes_of the District

in the same class, l{;u-l(m]f

Civil Service

Eovernment
the National Heform
League Hepresentative Tinkham |
argued the merits of both his bills, in-
troduced to bring about the two re-
forms  mentioned. He appeared be-
fore the civil service commitiee in the
morning, while the District commit-
tee hearing on the Tinkham bill to
place the Distriet government the |
civil gervice began late this afternoon.
The league offlcers made arguments in
favor of hoth bills.

Representative Tinkham himself pre-

in

sented lengthy arguments this morn-
ing showing why the PPost Otfice De-
partment, the biggest one of zull the
“penple’s enterprises.”” should clear {ta
gkirts of the spolls’ system.

Used to Pay Political Debts:
He gave figures showing that there

than %000 postmasters ap-

through political influence,
their salartes totaling approximately
$16,000,000; and also polnted out that
these men are exccutive officers and
do not have a hand In controlling ad-
ministration policies.

“There 1s no sound or defensible |
reagon why these positions should he

are more
pointed

filled by political hirelings te pav
political debts,” he said. *“Today this
greatest of the departments is de-
moralized because of the irregular

systern of appointments of the firse,
second and third class postmasters;
these most important positions being
filled by political favorites, who are

placed in charge of each set of com-
petitive etvil service employes in the
%121 principal post offices.’”

George T. Keyes and Richard Dana,
officiaels of the National Civil Service
Reform l.eague, also appeared at both
hearings.

Joseph Gleason Believed Rescued.
ST. JOHN, N. B, March 31.—Records
of the United States consulate here
show that Joseph Gleason of Beston
probably was the American rescued

from the Rritish steamer Eagle Pefnt,
reported to have been torpedoed by a
submarine off the Irieh coast. Shortly
hefore the vessel sailed from here
March 14 Gleason visited the consulate
and endeavored vainly to get his dis-

charge papers. \
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DR, WAITE INDICTED
AS PECK'S SLAYER

| Charged With Murder in Firstj

Degree in Poispning His
Father-in-Law.

$9.000 BURIED IN SAND
BY EMBALMER SOUGHT

Kane Denies He Intended to Swear
He Used Arsenic in Preparing
Body for Interment.

=M

NEW YORK, March 31 —The
grand jury todav returned an in-
dittment charging murder in the
trst degree against Dr. Arthur
Woarren Wate, accusing him of
por=ming his father-in-law, John
5.

facturer of Grand Rapids.

P'eck, millionaire drug manu-

Waite, who now is at Bellevue
Hospital recovering from the ef-
fects of drugs he took on the day
week
ago Wednesdav, will be arraigned

his arrest was ordered, a
next Monday or Tuesday, 1f his
condition permits,

Two Counts in Indictment.

The indictment contains twe counts, one

that Waite administered arsenic to his
father-in-law March 12, “intending will-
fully to kill and murder” him; the sec-

ond that the same day he administered to
Peck "a certain daahly poison to the said
grand jury unknown.'

Walte's indictment the result of
ten days' investigation of the case by
District Attorney Swann and. his rep-
refentatives here and in fGGirand Rapids
where Peck’'s body was sent for burial
after hig death at his son-in-law’'s home
here. The inquiry was started in Grand
Rapids by Percy Peck, the drug manu-
facturer's son, after his suspicions as
to the cause of death had heen aroused
by the receipt of a warning telegram
from New York. The identity of the
sender of this message is one of the
mysteries of the case yet to be cleared
up.

Walte, a young dentist, has virtually
confessed, according to the district at-
torney. that he adminigstered the
arsenic. Pecli's death followed that of
his wife, whose body was cremated. The
dentist’'s wife became the heir in part
to the drug manufacturer's fortune, the
possession of which is alleged to have
been Waite's motive for the crime.

Men from the district attorney’'s of-
fice were supposed to be digging for
buried treasure today somewhere in the
sands at the end of Long Island, the
$9.000 in hills which Eugene Oliver
Kane, the man who embalmed the body
of John E. Peck, sald last night he re-
ceived from Dr. Arthur Warren Waite,
Peck’s alleged poisoner,

The money was “forced" upon him,
Kane sald, as a bribe to induce him to
gwear that the embalming fuid rcon-
talned arsenic, the polson from which
Peck died, and to place the poison in
a sample of the fluid which the prose-
cutor had asked for. After Kane had
told where he had buried the money
Assistant District Attorney Dooling
and a number of detectives armed with

in

ol

“Two Thousand Miles of Trouble”—The Mexican Border.

That is one description of it.

A fuller and (at least

oeographically) more exact description of this boundary

ry --

night for the
attempt

spades started late last
seene in automobiles
| verify Lthe story.

oy Lo

i Kane Under Surveillance.

| District Attorney Swann was waiting
{lﬂ hear from them today, meanwhile
| keeping Kane under surveillance. Kane
save he did not intend to ~“wear as
he did

fluid. It was

Waite desired him to, and that
put

arsenic in the

that he would be called as a
hefore the grrond jury to tes-
to efforts made by the young
1 to cover his trachs.

sane was accompanied to the office
of the district attorney by his counsel,
and, although an order for his arrest
had been issued, he was allowed to re-
main at liberty in the custody of his
atinrney.

Kane said he was =ent to Waite by
| John 3, Potter, the undertaker who had
(vharge of Peck's funeral, and who told
fhime Waite wanted to ask him about
Ithe embalming fluid. At Wajte's soliel-
tation he met the dentist in @ gurage,
where, he said, Waite asked him if he
conld put arsenic in a sgmple of em-
halming fluid for the district attorney.
lkane replied it could be done, but that
't was against the law, Waite then
|uffprmi hitn a cherk for 0400, which
| he sald he did not want, but he did
lnnT refurn it Waite, he =aid, prom-
jsed 1o make him S‘comfortable for
life

|
| Money Passed in Phone Booth.
!

net

l.ess than two hours later he met
Waite in a cigar store by appointment,
lalthough e said he did not know why
|' Waite wanted to sees him. They both
went mto a telephone booth and Waite
roll of bille, which
Swann contained $9,000,

| placed a large
i“':-ih‘ told Mr.

| into Kane's hands, saving:

| “Now, for God's sake get that stuff
| in the sample and get it down to the
district attorney’s office”

| Kane told Mr. Swann he kept the
MIGLHEeN, 1 was too scared to HKHnow
where 1 was,” he satd Then he went
Home without counting the mouney

which was in hills of large denomina-
tion, and hid it in his bureau.

“] was so nervous [ shook like a
leaf,'" he told the district attorney.

The presence of the money in the
house made him &0 restless, he said,
that he took it to Long Island Thurs-
day and hid It there. Kane had not
spent any of it, he sald.

Undertaker Potter was taken to Mr.
Swann's office while Kane was bhelng
examined and was again questioned,

Mrs, Margaret Weaver Horton, the
singer who was a close friend of
Whaite, did not see the young dentist at
Bellevue Hospital today. Although the
district alttorney was willing to give
his permissgion, Waite's counsel asked
her to postpone her visit.

Counsel for Waite has announced he
has engaged the services of Dr. Morris
J. Karpas, formerly head of the Man-
hattan Hospital and a widely known
alienist, in behalf of his client.

SERVICE.

STILL WITHOUT CAR

Toledo Peace Conference Postponed

Until Late Today.

TOLEDO, Ohio, March 31.—On account
of illness of Henry L. Dcherty, managing
director of the Toledo Railways and Light
Company, a conference called for this
morning on the street railroad strike has
been postponed untll late today.

Union organizers announced that all
but seventy of the conductors and motor-
men in Toledo had joined the union. No
car service wm_be attempted pending re-
sult of the meeting of company and union
representatives with city officials.

Toledo was tlus morning without elec-
tric power or light. Two feed wires blew
out at §:30. Electrical workers who last
night threatened to strike have not vet
gone out. They deny responsibility for
the accident.

Secretary McAdoo at Montevideo.
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay, March 31.—
Willlam G. McAdoo, Secretary .of the
Treasury, and the other members of
the American section of the interna-
tional high commission, which is to

meet in Buenoa Aires, arrlved here yes-
terday on the cruiser Tennessee. They
were received by A ®pecial committee
representing the government.
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RUSSIANS BETTER
POSITIONS INEAS

Operations Render Field Mar-
shal von Hindenburg’s Posi-
tions Less Secure.

GENERAL ENGAGEMENT
OVER 35-MILE FRONT

Petrograd Reports Repulse of Ten-
tonic Attacks at Several Points
on Battlefront.

PETROGRAD, March 51.—Since the
first blows sirueck by the Russians along
the northern =ector in the most recent of-
fensive, the Russian situation has con-
tinually improved and the heights which
they now command along the left bank
of the Dvina and their suceessful opera-
tions in the Higa distriet are considered
a golid foundation for a further advance
a8 soon as the spring thaw is over and the
ground becomes firm,

The Russian offensive maneuvers along
the Dvinsk-Higa front aloeady have ren-
dered the carefully constructed positions
of Field Marshal von Hindenburg less se-
cure and will, it is thought here, deter-
mine the course of the coming  spring
campaign.

General En_g&gemeut.

The fighting now has developed from
isolated encounters along a ten-mlle
front to a general engagement extend-
Ing more than thirty-five miles along
the lines. fGerman troops that were
being rushed to this front, Instéad of
taking part in an advance believed to
have been intended by the Germans, are
occupied in defending their positions
of last fall, and it appears to ohservers
hera that Fleld Marshal von Hinden-
burg's spring campaign will be defen-
sive rather than the offensive one that
was expected.

Russian Commumnication.

The following Russian official
munication was issued last night:
“In the Higa region the German ar-
tillery fired salves at the Ikskull
bridgehead. 1In the Jacobstadt sector,
the enemy having viclently bombarded
the environs of the village of Epukn,
southeast of Augustinhof, opened an
attack which was repulsed by our fire.
“Enemy detachments advancing in
the region of the River Oldevnitz were

repulsed beyond the river. There has
been artillery and rifle firing In the
Dvinsk region. An enemy attack south
of the village of Vidzy was repulsed
by our fire.

com-

Enemy Is Dispersed.

“West of Lake Narocz, the enemy
concentrated in intrenchments south of
the village of Mokritzs was dispersed
by our fire. In the region of the
Oginsky canal there is a heavy can-
nonading.

“Bout® of the Pripet and in Galicia
the fignting is confined to reciprocal
firing and skirmishes by scouts. Our

riflemen braught down an enemy aero-
plane in thea Trembowla district. Tha
two airmen, a captain and a lieulenant,
were taken prisoner.

“On the whole front the thaw is
general.”

SUPPLIESMAYED |
ON TRAINS TODAY

Gen. Funston Is Only Waiting
for Word From Car-
ranza.

NO OBSTACLE RAISED YET,
WAR DEPARTMENT SAYS

Military Situations Along Border
Are Satisfactory, Is Word Received
by Gen. Scott.

The State Department, got an unof-
ficial and unconfirmed report that the
Villa fight at Guerrero, Mex_, in which the
bandit chieftain is reported to have killed
172 men of a Carranza garrison, had to
do with a revolt in the garrison in which
some 300 men were involved. Some aof
them are reported to have joined Villa.

(ien. Scoft, chief of staff, said official
dispatches from Maj. Gen. Funston indi-
cated supplies would begin to move into
Mexico by railroad today, or as soon ag
(ien. Gavira, commanding the de facto
government troops at Juarez, had re-
ceived instructions from Gen. Carranza.
tien. Scott added no obstacle had been
raised by Carranza officials against the
uge of the roads and neither was there
any urgent necessity for immediate trans-
portation of supplies by railroads.

Await Word From Carranza.

“When fien. Gavira receives his in-
structions the movements will begin,”
f3en. Scott said. “That explains the
situation.”

The military situation both along the
border and in the territory where the
American columns are operating was
described by Gen. Funston as satisfac-
tnry in a personal letter to Gen. Scott.
Published reportas that Gen. Funston
was dissatisfied with the slow-moving
machinery of the War and State de-
partments, Gen. Scott said, were clear-
1y disproved by Gen. Funston's letter.

“The official dispatches show that the
American troops have encountered no
other difficulty than that involved by
any campaign of this kind,” said Gen.
Scott. State Department agents at El

aso were reported in conference with
tien. favira and Consul Garcia to
agree upon hbeginning the railway
movement.

Tampico and Vera Cruz Quiet.

Trepartment dispatches today
reported Tampico, Vera Cruz and
Guaymas quiet. The gunboat Wheel-
ing, patrolling the southern coast, has
left El Carmen, Campeche..for Puerto
Mexico. i
State Trepartment officials said they
had unofficial and unconfirmed infor-
mation that supplies had already been
sent to Brig. Gen. Pershing over the
Mexican XNorthwestern railway., but

the source of the information was not
disclosed.

Secretary Bakpgr Thaz authorized
denial of reports that Gen. Funston
had evinced irritation at the Washing-
ton authorities for failure to make a
more comprehensive arrangement for
usge of the railways. While officials
realized that army officers on ihe bor-
der may be restive over the delay in
diplomatic negotiations, it was de-
clared that mo friction has resulted

.
Navy

May Accept Aeroplane Offers.

Alr Haker indicated he might accept
private offers of aeroplanes to the gov-
ernment from the Aero Club of America
and other civilian aviators. The Aero
Club's offer to sell two machines at the
nominal price of £1 each, while its pa-
triotism is appreci;-ared. will not be ac-

cepted. The ofier had not reached Mr,
Bakeg officially. but he said any private

machfe accepted would be required
to meet the army's efficiency standards
and would be paid for at their actual
value.

Reports indicating further intention
of the Carranza government 1o co-
operate with the American forces in
pursuit of Villa have been received at
the State Department from Monterey.
It was stated that Gen. Treginoe had
moved his headquarters from Chihua-
hua to Torreon for an energetic cam-
paign against bandits in Durango, Chi-
huahua and especially the Lagune dis-
trict, The State Department officially
denied border reporte that Gen. Obre-
gon had issued a statement criticising
the American government for policies
for the entry of United States troops
into Mexico,

Separate Trials of Munitions Cases.
NEW YORK, March 31.—A motion
has been granted by Judge Mayer in
the federal district court for separate
trials in the case of Max Breitung, Dr.
Herbert Kienzle and Engelbert Bronk-
horst, who were indicted last Novem-
ber, with Robert Fay. Walter Scholz
and Paul Daeche, on the charge of con-
spiring to blow up munitions ships.
Justice Mayer ruled that Daeche be
tried separately from Fay and Scholz,
the alleged leaders in the conspiracy.

Accurate Information.

The great majority of the
advertisements in The Star
are written by trained ad
writers, who are expert in
conveying clearly and ac-
curately information of trade
and business to the public.

The advertising in The
Star is supervised and regu-
lated as carefully as is the
news. [alse and misleading
statements are eliminated.

Yesterday's Advertising
Local Display

The Evening Star....23,659

2d Newspaper........10,447

3d Newspaper........ 6,714
4th Newspaper....... 5,647
22,808

Carrving more advertising
than the other three Wash-
ington papers combined is
the logical result of The
ptar’'s circulation of over
80,000 per day.

AMERICAN FORCES
CLASH WITH VILLA
AT SAN GERONIMO

Several United States Troop-
ers Reported Wounded in
the Engagement Yesterday.

EL PASO, Tex., March
31.—Mexican Consul Garcia
announced today that he had
been informed by Gen.
Gavira, Carranza commander
at Juarez, that the latter
had received word that the
American troops had been
éngaged in battle with Vil-
1a's forces.

According to Gen. Gavi-
ra's information, which was
supplied in a telegram from
Lieut. Col. Refugio Davila
at Casas Grandes. the fight
took place yesterday at San
Geronimo, between the 7th
Cavalry and 500 Villa forces,
the latter losing their com-
mander, Eladeo Fernandez,
and thirty men. The
Americans suffered several
wounded.

Col. Davila also wired Gen.
Gavira, according to Consul
Garcia, that confirmation
had been received that Villa
had been wounded in the leg
in the last fight with the
Carranza forces, and is in
hiding north of Guerrero.

EL PASO, Tex,, March 31—
Col. Davila's telegram
Gavira vesterday about a clash
between Americans and Villa
forces said that he had received
his information through the chief
of staff of the American expedi-
tionarv  force Alamo
camp, under irom
Gen. Pershing.

The announcement from Consul
(arcia read:

“Lieut. Col. Refugin Datila
has wired from Casas Grandes to
Gen. Gavira at Juarez as follows:

**Chiei stati of American
expedition at Tres Alamo camp,
instructed by Gen. Pershing, has
informed me that the 7th Cavalry
on March 3o, at San Geronimn,
fought a Villista column
posed of 300 men, under Eliséo

o Gen,

at Tres

instructions

of

Comm-

Fernandez. \illistas lost Fer-
nandez and thirty men.
“American forces had several

wounded. Confirmation received
that \illa wounded at last
fight with constitutiomalist< and

Wads

15 hiding in ncighborhood  of
Guerrero.” _

Gen. Funston at San Autonio
today said he had informations,

that Villa troops were reported to,
be on the San Geronimo ranch, or
the "“Quema”™ ranch, and that the
American and Carranza troops

were closing i oon them.  This
evidently is the San Geronimo re-
ferred to Cnl,
patches.

American reports received here

n Davila’s dis-

this afternoon stated that Gen.
Luis Herrera was advancing

westward from Chihuahua with
100 soldiers to oppose the Villa
forces.

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.., March
31.—Maj. Gen. [Funston today
awaited news that fighting be-
tween American troops and a
Villa force had begun along the
Mexican railroad
between Madera and Chihuahua.

Information that he called un-
official reached headquarters that
a considerable force \illa's
men had concentrated in that re-
gion and that the American cav-
alry forward in
strength.

Carranzistas Are Closing In.

Carranza's troops also were reported
preparing to resist Villa's men, who
were sald to be assuming the offensive.

Northwestern

of

was  moving

The exact position of the three or-
ganizations was not given out, but
Villa's outpost farthest from the

American lines was =aid to have been

within fifty miles of Chihuahua yes-
terday.
Tne information that reached Gen.

Funston indicated that Villa's men and

the de facto government troops already
were 1n coniacts

Expect Agreement With Carranza.

There was basis for tne beliaf hera
today that the delay in starting ship-

ments of supplies over the Mexico




