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CENTRAL AVERGA
CONDITIONS TOLD

Bureau of Foreign and Domes- |
tic Commerce Issues New
Handbook.

GUATEMALA IS CITED
AS PROMISING FIELD

Each Country Taken Up in Turnand
Outline Is Given of Fu-
ture Prospects.

The bureau nf forelgn and domestic
commerce of the Department of Com-
merce has issued a new handbook on
("entral America as it really is, by Gar-
rard Harris. He describes these coun-
1ries a= a thriving and progressive sec-
tion, rich beyond measure in resources
that have only been scratched. The
hnok deals largely with the prospects
for American trade and American cap-
ftal in this promising region, which
actually covers more =quare miles than
the combined area of the whole of New
England. New York, Pennsylvania. New
Jersey, Maryland and Ohio. Mr. Harris
finds= that we already sell about 50 per

vent of the goods imported, but is
strongly of the opinion that a much
bigger percentage of the business

should be done by Americans as a re-
#ult of present opportunities. To make
the most of these opportunities, how-
ever, Mr. Harri= declares it will be nec-

essary lo invest more American capital
in the republies, to extend more libearal
credit=. 1o improve banking facilities
for export trade and to make more di-
rect and personal efforts in the mar-
kets.

Trade With Guatemala.

American trade with Guatemala is
wle of what investments in a
foreign country can do toward promot-
tig trade with that ecountry. Ameri-
can capital has been invested freely in
the banana industry in Guatemala, and
priactically all the supplies needed by
the fruit companies and their emploves
have been imported from the United
States. A very cordial feeling has been
developed in Guatemala toward the
"nited States. The desire for a closer
=ocial and commercial relationship be-
tween the two countries is evident.
Manv of the vounger generation are
being educated in the United States in-
=tead of in Europe, as formerly, and
the number of voung people who speak
English and have acquired an under-
standing of the American point of view
is steadily increasing. The value of
trade as a means of bringing nations
closer socially and politically is too
seldom taken into consideration, in the
opinion of Mr. Harris.

Among the many subjectn discussed
in connection with the methods to be
employed in seeking Central American
trade iz that of language. Letters ad-
dressed to Central American dealers
=hould be put into good Spanish by
=ome person thoroughly educated in
the language and familiar with the
hest forms of bhusiness correspondence.
Technical terms and Americanisms
should be avoided. The harm that some
of our innocent Americanisme can do
ahroad is well illustrated by the fate
of the hrand of condensed milk which
bore the notice “Made at our plant.”
To the English-speaking population
of British Honduras this meant that
the milk was artificial and made from
a piant. Ther would have nothing to
do with it. The label was changed,
and the brand is now popular. Such
Americanisms are probably even more
mystifving 1o the Spanish-speaking
population.

Takes Up Each Country.

The report takes wup each Central
American country in turn and describes
its physical features and climate, the
character of the population and the
means of communication. It then
tzakes up the agricultural, timber and

mining resources and the manufactur-
ing industries. and follows this by a
weneral description of the government,
n wketeh of the banking system and a
statistical study of the foreign trade.
The section devoted to each country is
closed by an outline of the future pros- |
pect=s of trade and business in that
country, and a list of specific commer-
vial openings. There are three ap-
pendices: The first, a description of a
rractical route through Central Amer-
ta for commercial travelers;®she sec-
oud, regulations affecting commerciral
travelers, and the third, a list of pub-
lieations concerning Central America.
The exact title of the new handbook
“(*entral America as an Export
Field,” Special Agents' Series, No, 113.
It contains 119 pages, including seven
half-tone illustrations and one map,
and 1% for sale at the nominal price of
40 cents by the district offices of the
hureau of foreign and domestic com-
werce and by the superintendent of |
documents, government printing office, |
Waxhington I
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PANAMA NEEDS STORAGE. |

= |
Efforts Being Made to Build Bonded |

Warehouses.

PANAMA. April 1 —Efforts are heing
twade by merchants of Panama and
t'olon to interest the governments of
the United States and the republic of
Panama cmtahlishing bonded ware-
houses in the canal terminal cities
Tie =ubject has been discussed at re-
cent meetings of the Panama Chamber
of Commerce, and 1t is helieved that an
active campaign 1o further the project
soon will he started.

1}

GREWSOME OBJECT {WILL HAVE CHARGE

1S GIVEN MUSEUN

National Repository Here
Presented With Smoke-
Dried Head of Indian.

IS GHASTLY TROPHY OF
THE PARENTINTIN TRIBE

Purchased by Dr. C. H. Merriam, the
Donor, From South American
Explorer, Many Years Ago.

Dr. C. Hart Merriam of this city has
just presented the United States Na-
tional Museum with a smoke-dried
head of a Brazilian Indian secured on
the headwaters of the Tapajos river
in 1877 or 1878. This grewsome object
is one of the few specimens in this
country of these rare human trophies
collected and prepared by the Faren-

tintin tribe of the Tapajos river in
FPara. Brazil.
It is the head of another tribesman,

killed and preserved by the Pareutin-
tins; the dried skin is yellow and
stretched tightly over the skull, the
black hair hangs loose in bobbed style,
the eyes are covered by wax cones
ornamented by two small rodents’
teeth to imitate the pupils of the eyves,
and the ears are still decorated with
the cord insertions and tufts of red
and vyellow parrot feathers worn by
the Indian in life. Originally., when
used as a trophy, it was suspended by
a cord, which still*emerges from the
mouth, but now it is arranged on a
stand and may bhe examined In the
museum today. ;

Unlike the better known Jibaros of
the upper Amazon, who preserve the
heads of their enemies by removing the
skull bones and shrinking and drying
the skin until the head is much re-
duced In size, the Parentintins leave
the head in its normal form. They first
remove the brain, then smoke the head
by use of an aromatic wood u_m.ll it 1s
thoroughly dried, and hang it up to
decorate their houses.

Explorer Captured by Indians.

Dr. Merriam says that about forty
vears ago, while he was in New York
city, Ernest T. Morris, a young South

American explorer, came to him with
this head and several others which he
desired to dispose of as soon as possi-
ble. being badly in need of funds. In
relating his experiences Mr. Morris
stated that while he was traveling near
the headwaters of the Tapajos river he
was captured by the Indians and kept
prisoner for several years. ]

In attempting to make thelr captive
into an Indian like themselves they
tattooed his cheeks and lower jaw with
native pigments, which he found he
could not remove. For a long time he
was in fear for hig life, as they threat-
ened to kill him for his head, so to
speak, which they would have hung
from the lodge poles a=s a trophy. But)
for some reason he was spared, al-
though he mentioned one instance
when an Indian with whom he was
talking was shot by an arrow and
killed—his head going into the collec-
tion. After two or three years of im-
prisonment his captors became a littie
lax in their watch, and one night in
1877-78 Morris managed to esgcape in
a small boat. He took eight of the
trophy heads with him, knowing that
they would be valuable objects to mu-
seums of this country. By traveling
only in the night and hiding in the day,
he succeeded in descending the Tapa-
jos river and reaching the Amazon, and
finally the city of Para, where he se-
cured passage to New York.

Ghastly Heads Only Assels.

Arriving in that great metropolis, he
found himself satranded financially,
with nothing but his ghastly heads as
assets, and at the same time much em-
barrassed by the very noticeable tat-
tooing with which his Indian captors

had decorated hia face. Unfortunately,
he could not raise a beard, and he
would not appear in public as he was.
Finding that Dr. Merriam was in the
city, and knowing him to be a scien-
tist, he decided to approach him in an
endeavor to raise some money on the
heads.

Dr. Merriam gays that they found no
difficulty in doing =80, the American
Museum of Natural History taking
two and himself one. He does not re-
memhber where the others went, but re-
calls that all of them were sold at $75
each, netting the explorer about $600.

With the receipt of the money, Mor-
ris’ spirits rose again, but, having no
place where he could seek seclusion
from the public eye, he immediately
embarked on another trip to South
America, and as far as Dr. Merriam
knows has mnever been heard from
since.

RECOMMENDED FOR MEDAL.

Boatswain’s Mate Saves Life of En-
listed Man in Marine Corps.

The XNavy Department hasg recom-
mended to the Secretary of the Treas-
| ury that Alhert George Row, chief
| boatswain's mate, be awarded a life-

saving medal. Row jumped overboard
into the Mare Island strait about 2:45
p.m. March 3 in an effort to save an

enlisted man in the Marine {Corps from

drowning. RHow's action in jumping
overboard was prompt and at the rick
of his own life on account of th fTi-

culty of reaching shore when «
the water, the current being treacher-
ous and the =sea wall about =ix feet
high. Botl, Ilow and the enlisted man
of the Marinue Corps were rescued hy n

& in

The national assembly of Panama al- !h_l'_'”’ hoat -
e Secretary of the Navy also has
reardy has passed the necessarsy im- e 3 B
5 ' pasged : : BEES _“g = written a letter of commendation to
Tation authorizing the eonstruction of | xndrew Jos=ph  Gileeson, apprentice
warehouses .l-_ i ||.-.-u.«3ar:. thiat the | geqman at the naval training station.
Congress of the United States also pass| oot Jakes, for his herole action in
murh 3 measure swimming out about 150 yards jnto
The merchante peint out that with | jape Michigan, while the temperatare
the oper ing of the permanent channel ] wag a1 freezing and the surf very
e the cansl the bhusiness np_po”unnlflh heavy. in n effort 1o recover the il"il:\
ventral and South America will e or (shiper iunner's Mate E. N, Walter,
vastly inereased, and that in conse- | o woy (drowned.
vuenee storage facllities on the isth-°

waE willi be greatly neecded

LEAVES FOR BUENOS AIRES,

Veszel Bearing U. S. Commissioners

Sails From Montevideo.
MONTEVIDED, Apri)l L The
aof the Amertican section of the ir

left yes-
buard the
convoyed
Nueve de

mem-
b=
commission
Aires on

Montesideo,

ternuational high
for Buenos

Cludad

terday

=temmer

| I the Argentines oruiser

whies

Busine=s men of Montevideo tendered
banguet 1o Secretary McAdoo of Lhe
‘nited States Treasury, head of the
elegation, and the other members of
he party. Senor Cosglo, minister of
fnance, made a speech. -

Sumner . Trent of Hiawatha has
ust won first prize as the champion
orn grower of Kansas. He produced
117 bushels an acre. The prize was
warded by the Panama-Pacific falr.,

For Greater Opium Penalty.
for the importation

A greater penalty
i 2
I=

inf opium derivatlives recomimended
lin an amendment 1o the law prohibit-
ving opiam importation reported by the
Sepnate Hnance cominittes, The
mittes amendment increases the mini-
mum fAne for vielation of the act
$50 to 3500, and prescribes
ment of not more than five nor less
than two years. The committes also
favored recommending the act
Jing registration of dealers in opiates
| by adding anbalonium, mescal or mns-
teale bultons and pellote to the listed

pdrugs.

COr -

President May Visit Charlotte, N. C.

President Wilson probably will visit
{ Charlotie, N. (", May 22 for the cele-
bration of the Mecklenburg declara-

tion. Senator Smith of South Carolina
has invited him to visit Columbia on
the same day. The President said he
would do =0 If pussible.

from !
imprison- |

providg- ¢

OF CHILEAN AFFAIRS

Enrique Cuevas, Counselor of |
Embassy Here, Presented
to Secretary Lansing.

The Chilean ambasszador today pre-
sented to the Secretary of State
Enrique Cuevas, counsellor of the em-
bassy here, with the information that
Mr. Cuevas is to have charge of Chili's
affairs in this country.

The office of the Chilean embassy for
s=ome tlme to come is expected 1o be
at the Chmmplain apartment house,
1424 K street northwest, owing to the
expected departure within a few days
of the ambassador, Dr. Eduardo Suarez-

Mujica. TInformation as to Who is to
succeed Dr. Suarez-Mujica as ambas-
sador has not yet been made public

in Washington, and until the new am-
bassador arrives the affairs of Chile
will be in the hands of Mr. Cuevas.
Mr. Cuevas has had a wide experi-
ence in diplomatic affairs, having
served as first secretary of the Chilean

legation in lLoundon for five years, He
was the delegate of the Chilean gov-

ernment to ,the Chilean nitrate com-
mission in London, and is an expert
on nitrate matters, having presented

an important paper on that subject to
the Pan-American $Scientific Congress
recently held in Washington,

Also Served in Sweden.

After his serviee in T.ondon, Mr,
Cuevas was appointed charge d'af-
faires in Sweden, and when the Chilean
legation here was raised to the rank
of an embassy he was appointed coun-
sellor here. Before entering the dip-
lomatic service, Mr. Cuevas was gov-
ernor of the province of Valdivia of
Chile.

In State Department circles it {s said
that there is no official information
obtainable as to who will be the next
Chilean ambassador, but there is an
impression that the Chilean govern-
ment is secking among its most prom-
inent men for one Lo filll the vacancy.
Among those most prominently men-
tioned in this reapect is Senator Gon-
zalo Bulnes, one of the best known
writers of Chile,

Other prominent Chileans being men-
tioned for the post in State Depart-
ment circles are former President
Riesco, Augustin Edwards, the Chilean
minister to London, and Santiago Al-
dunate, Chilean minister to Italy.

GIVES VIVID PCTURE.
OF BRAZILIN LECTURE

Charles Wellington Furlong, Author
and Traveler, Addresses National
Geographic Society.

In his Hlustrated lecture on Brazil.
the largest state in South America and
the third largest in the world, Charles
Wellington Furlong. author and travel-
ef, presented to members of the Nalion-
al Geographic Society, at the New Ma-
sonic Auditorium, last night, a wvivid
piciure of the splendid -ieve!up‘rr‘i?nl of
the principal citics of the wealthy re-
public.

Mr. Furlong did not attempt to ex-
plore with pictares and description the
vast forests and jupgles of the Amazon
valley, but confined himself to modern
Brazil typified in sueh thriving poris
as Para, the great rubber and coffee
mart; Bahia, Santos, Pernambuco, and
the unrivaled capital, Rio de Janeiro.

Many of the leading United States cit-
ies might learn a lesson in sanitation
and in the eare of their “municipal
front doors’” from the seaports of Bra-
zil, declared the speaker. The waler
fronta of all the leading ports have
been bullt under the direction of skilled
engineers, one of the mest conspicuous
examples being the guays at Santos,
designed by a Cornell engineer.

Rapid Strides by Brazil.

The rvapid strides made by Brazil
within the last two decades are shown
in the veritable revolution of health
conditions, he sald. Some of the ports
formerly were hreeding places for vel-
low fever and other epidemiec diseases,

and the lecturer gave as a concrele
example the experience of a British
sea  captain who s50me Yeara d4go

hrought his ship into one of the lead-
ing coffee ports. While he was load-
ing his vessel his entire crew was
siricken with vellow fever. It was
necesgary to send to England for an-
ather erew, and when, after long delay,
this new body of men arrived and be-
gan loading where the first crew had
left off these recruits also were deci-
mated by the dread disease. A third
¢rew was brought from England, and
ita ranks were thinned out by disease
hefore the vessel finally got under way
with a full cargo.

Today vellow fev P.])id’l!lil')l‘ are
unknown in this port, and, like all the
lol]-er leading cities, it hoasts splendid
paved utreets, magnificent public
buildings, palatial private homes and
splendid municipal theaters and opera
houses,

Firemen Under Military Rule.

Among the novel features of some of
the South American cities, Mr. Furlong
mentioned the fire departments. The
firemen are stationed in one building,
a barracks, they are under mili-
{tary discipline, heing subject to the
tewll of the military agthorities in case

iof riot.

[ e of the customs which lemd them-
selves 1o amuging illustration is the pop-
wiar method of trangportaiion or porlage
| in mest of the southern cities.  While
fautomobiles and mule cartg are much
"ysed, the hoan head 5 =00l the o=t
|||.,pulm- means  of  transnorting  goods,
burrels, water jars and milk cans So
ient wre the natives in bhalancing
1 les on their heads, said Mr. Fur-
Vtong, that they find it easier to polse
farticles in this way than carry themn in
their hands. He related the amusing
inetdent of having ziven a  child
letter to he posted. The hoy held it in
(his hand for & moment uncertainly, put
Y it on hix head., but, realizing that the
lwind would blow it away, he suddenly
{srooped down, picked up a brick, put the

and

(letter on his head, welghted it down
withh the biick, and then trotted off Lo
the letier box & hlock away, The speak-

er algo spoke of having seen two chil-

dren playing checkers in the shade,
The sun rising, their place was no
longer protecied. One of the children

lifted the board to the top of her head,
caml the 1w o dashed across the street at
Cfull speed Lo = shady spol, set the board
down seain. not a single piece having
been jolted from its square.

Non-Resident Aliens to Pay Tax.

Collectors of internal revenues have
' been instructed to take steps to col-
lect at its source the income lax on
{investments of non-resident aliens. The

Supreme Court recently found non-resi-
‘dent aliens subject to the tax on in-

COUNSELOR OF THE CHILEAN EMBASSY.

Yanrig B Praris

ENRIQUE CUEVAS,
Who will have charge of Chile's affaira here, when Dr. Eduardo Suarex Mujiea
leaves in a few days, until new Chilean ambanssador is appointed.

CABRERA DENIES TALES

President of Guatemala Personally

Says He Is Maintaining Neutral-
ity in Mexican Affairs.

The repeated rumors from Mexico City
of revolutionary movements along the
frontier of Guatemala are most emphati-
cally denied In letters and telegrams re-
ceived in Washington during the last few
days from President FEstrada Cabrera
of (Guatemala and other high officials of
that country.

These reports are ascribed alone to
mischiefmakers in Mexico who have been
expelled from Central America, and who
seeking to discredit Guatemala in
particular.

iare

Conditions Remain Normal.

According to report, not only iz busi-
ness good in Guatemala, but everything
ls proceeding along normal lines without
the slightest unrest or apprehension. The
gwovernment, however, is maintaining a
strict patrol of the frontier, to prevent

violations of neutrality and any incur-
sions of the lawless elements which for

Mexican state of Chlapas.

PORTO RIGAN' CROPS Bl

Sugar Men Never Had Such Quanti-
ties or Such High Prices
Before.

Correspondence of Lhe Associated Press.
SAN JUAXN, Porto Rico, March
Stgar valued at $10,000,600 is being
marketed by Porto Rico this month.
Every ship to the United States is
carrying capacity loads.
deliveries present probably
than 25 per cent of the value
sugar produced this season.
the sugar is being sold on

25.—

of the

§5 per hundred pounds,

large crop, nor prospects of such um-
form high prices. The island’s produc-

tion, it i8 estimated. will be in the
nelghborhood of 380,060 tons, an in-
crease of approximately 75,000 tons
over last year. And

the whole erop will be sold at an aver-
age of & cents per pound, or better.
Large sales this week were reperted at

£5.22, San Juan, egual to $5.40, New
vork. :
Labor troubles which developed at

the beginning of the cane harvest in
January have practically all subsided,
and the grinding season is now at its
height. At but one point in the island,
Arecibo, are there any labor troubles
at present, and these are expecled Lo
be settled at any moment.

TO ESTABLISH RANCH.

Supply Department of Panama Canal
to Fatten Cattle.

PANAMA, April 1.—The establishment
of a large cattle ranch has been decided
on hy the supply department of the
Manama canal, and contracts have been
let for the clearving of 4,000 of
land in the vicinity of New Culebra, on
the line of the Panama railroad. When
the land has been cleared of the rather
heavy jungle growth it will be seeded
in guinea grass, which furnishes ex-
cellent grazing for cattle, 3

The ranch will be used for fattening
cattle that have been purchased in (‘o-
lombia and Costa Rica for the supply
department. These animals usually are
nol properly fattened when they ar-
riveon the isthmus., and this purpose
the ranch is to serve.

It s proposed to purchase a herd of
10,000 eattle which will he fattened on
the ranch. As these are consumed the
deparimrent phen= to buy at the rate of
1,006 head a month,

ACres

To Amend the Anti-Pass Law.

Senator Culberson of Texas, chair-
man of the judiciary commitlee, has
introduced an amendment to the anti-
pass acl to permit publishers, editora
or proprietors of newspapers or maga-
zines Lo make an exchange of railroad

mileage lfor advertising space. Sena-
tor Culberson is the author of the
original anti-pass act and proposes 1o
press his amendmenl for passage aSs

vestments in this country,

)

soon as possible. .

some time have infested the neighboring |

!

Most of iang a half Para
a rising |unknown hook.
market at prices considerably above|death of Fr

Never before in the history of the vears
island have the sugar men had such a!

under present ! the last diteh and heyond.
market conditions It is expected that | ,.,ayans died almokt to a man.

1

‘ally submerged and ugeless.

PARAGUAY READY
FOR BIG BUSINESS

New Docks, Port Facilities
and Reclamation Projects
Are Under Way.

Economically Paraguay I=s at the very
heginning of things. It might
been discovered but yesterday, accord-
ing to a recent article in the Pan-
American Bulletin. Tts immense possi-
bilities as a food producer, both animal
and vegetable, are practically unknown
and undeveloped. Yet Paraguayan civi-
lization, except from its economic gside,
is modern and up-to-date. Paraguavan
imports are of the same Kkind as the
imports of other South American coun-
tries. The PParaguayan is much the
same Kind of man and lives in much the
=ame way as His neighbor in Argentina,
Uruguay or Brazil.® With all this, his
country ig the least developed of any.

During all the colomial period and
down to its independence, in 1511, Para-
guay was llooked upon merely as a
halfway house to the rich Peruvian and
Bolivian mines. Agriculture and even
atock raising was unconsidered in this

erip. Argentina, Paraguay and Uru-
guay were all neglected. For much of
this period in Paraguay the Jesuits

were conducting an experiment in civi-
lizings the Guarani Indians, which in-
volved non-communication with the
rest of the world. -Soon after inde-
pendence ceme the Francia dictatorship,
ending In 1841. Almost immediately
following Francia came the dictatorship
of thatwo Lopez, that of Carlos Antonio
Lopez ending in 1862 and of Francisco
Solano lLopez in 1370. The poliey of
these dictators was similar (but for
a veryv different reason) 1o that of the
Jesuits, viz., to maintain Paraguay as

The 1-nm-n|'1':-|!n hermit country and unknown to the

not more | outside
I world

world. o far as the outside
was concerned, the result was
the mame—that for almost a century
guay wus a closed and
At the final defeat and
ancisco l.opez, in 1870, Ft":]lr-
aguay was left prostrate as no other
l'.EUﬂll')' in the world for a thousand
has heen prostrated.

War to the Last Ditch.
For six vears Lopez had kept up the
unequal strugele against Argentina,

Brazil and Urnguay. 'This was war to
The Para-

The
final levies included men almost too
old to wa aned little boys just out

of pinafores. They all died, and many
thousands of women and zirls fighting

by their sides. At the close of the
war Paraguay was almost a country
of women alone, In 1863 the popula-

tion numbered 1.337.489; in 1871 the re-
turns showed only 221,073 persons resi-
dent. in the republic. With such a his-
tory, i it . wonder that Paraguay ‘Ims
re ined undeveloped? Hather it is a
wonder that it has made the progress
that it has. for after all Paraguay is
intellectually and socially by no means
backward, awd even in induatrial im-
provement it has much to show for the
forty-five vears that have elapsed. The
spirit of the country has never weak-
ened. No sacrifice for the country is
too zreat for © Paraguayan and no
dream of future grandeur and progress
i8 too unreal. To attain this ideal the
country needs outside help. It must
have capital. Tt must have develop-
ment, and it must be better known.

At the basis of this development
there must be railway and fluvial im-
provement. The great Paraguay river
iz there, with ite fiue port, Asuncion,
the capital of the country, bnt its dock-
ing racilities are prossly i legquate.
October 15, 1315, the Parnguayvan eon-
gress enacted the final legislation which
closed " contract with an American
corporation, MacArthur, [Perks & (o,
(Ltd.), to construct new docks and port
Tacilities which will accommodate the
largest steamers, ant, incidentally, re-
claim a large area of land now parti-
& new
of

warehouses will have a capacity
something like 50,000 cubic feet and
will have all modern eguipment. Para-
guay is thus getting ready for it con-
stantly growing commerce, and this is
but one phase of i1s progress,

Awaits Report on His Gascline Bill.

The Steenerson bill, designed to give
the federal trade commission authority
to prescribe a maximum wholesale price
I'c_n- gasoline, has been senl to the com-
misslon and the Department of Com-
merce by the House intersiate com-

merce committee for a report. Repre-
senlative Steenerson was advised that
as soon as the report is received he
will be given an opportunity to explain
Lhe measure Tully to Lthe committiee.

have |-

COLOMBIA OFFERS
BIG OPPORTUNITIES

Enrique Coronado Points Out
Fields for Business Men
of United States.

OIL PRODUCTION MAY
EXCEED MEXICO SUPPLY

Government Ready to iid Coloniza- |

tion, Railroad and Other
- Enterprises.

Some of the advantages which the
Republic of Colombia offers as a field
for investment and the establishment
of new industries were outlined today
in an interview with a reporter for
The Star by Enrigue Coronado, for-
merly in charge of the bureau of in-
formation of the Colombian legation
here. Mr. Coronado believes that busi-
ness men of the United States have "“a
golden opportunity” to secure the frade
of Colombia formerly possessed by
some of the belligerent countries of
Europe.

“Throughout the richly endowed con-
tinent of South America,” Mr. Coron-
ado gaid, “there is no tract of country
that has been more favored by nature
than the territory politically known as
the Republic of Colombia. The repub-
llc covers an area of nearly 500,000
square miles. The large proportion of
fertile lands, its rich soil at such vary-
ing elevations that practically every
class of cultivation is embraced, its
vast regions where climaté¢ conditions
make for a perpetual apring., its min-
eral wealth and its abundance of wal-
erways are matters that need to be
carefully considered.

Rich Neighbor of Canal.

“Colombia iz larger than Germany and
France together; also larger than all
the coast statea from Maine to Florida,
including Ohlo and Wesat Virginia. Tt
is the richest and most powerful neigh-
bor of the Panama canal and has 1,600

miles of coast line along the Atlantic
slde and 1,500 miles along the Pacific,
with ports on hoth sides which serve
as shelter for the vessels of all na-
tions.

“Certain specific classex of business
have an immense and very immediate
future in Colombia. namely, mining,
stock raising and the exploitation of
forests.

“Colombia is rich in gold, silver and

most of the commercial metals. She is
first in the whole world in the pro-
duction of emeralds and second in the
production of platinum.
: "'T‘?'!e country is extraordinarily rich
in minerals. There is gold found nearly
all over the republic in lodes and de-
posits, or mixed with other metals,
especially in the central and western
chains of mountains in the Andes: sil-
ver is also found in large quantities in
Antioquia, Caldas and in the south and
north of Tolima; iron and copper in
Boyaca., Cundinamarca and Magda-
lena, and the extenszive mines of plati-
num in the region of Choco. Coal is
found in the Cordillera, lignite on the
coasts and cooking and steam coal in
the interior. Valuable deposits have
been discovered recently between the
Atrate and Leon rivers: in shori, the
Colombia coal flelds are well located to
take advantage of the market fa ties
which will become available with the
completion of the Panama canal.
Therefore all the minerals known are
found in Colombia, and there are some,
as platinum and emeralds, which are
not found in any other country in pay-
ing quantities except Russia.

Productive 0il Field.

*0il wells also abound in most of the
districts anhd departments, and wealthy
foreign firms have recently attempted
to purchase them, for the surveys made
by individuals and hy foreign syndi-

cates show that Colombia may possibly
prove to be a more productive fleld
than Mexico.

“The forests form one of the greatest
fountains of wealth of the republic,
and offer many aplendid opportunities
for the investment of foreign capital,
since the area of public lands not un-
der cultivation is very large and could
give wvaluable resulta to companies
which might exploit them. There are
large tracte of land containing all kinds
of woods for fine cabinet work, such as
mahogany, cedar. walnut, etc. These
large forests are generally found along
the banks or near by the rivers of easy
navigation.

“C‘'olombia has vast stretches of nat-
ural pasturage in all climatez, ample
for the feeding of stock on a scale suf-
ficient to maintain a constant supply
of cattle on the hoof., as well a=s for
the establishment of packing houses in
regions close to the coast, Nearer to
the U'nited States than Argentina and
U'ruguay, with her cheap cattle and
grazing lands, and with a large sub-
stantial saving in freights. (Colombia
could send meant to the United States
as well as cattle, beating all competi-
tion. From the Atlantic coast seaports
the distance is only 1,900 miles to New
York and 1400 miles to New Orleans.
At present Colombia has about 7,000,-
000 bovine cattle, and yet only 7,000
head were exported last year to Pan-
ama and the West Tndles.

Agricultural Undertakings.

“Now with regard to agricultural
undertakings, we might mention the
cultivation of the banana in the de-

partment of Magdalena, which gives
very profitable resuits, and which daily
increases, owing 1o the improvements
in irrigation and to the establishment

of new enterprises on the lands com-
prised beitween Santa Marta and Funda-
cion.

“In the foregoing no
been given of eastern
is to say, of those immense plains
traversed by long mnavigable rivers
which empty inte the Orinoco and the

account has
Colombia—that

Amazon., These lands are. as a rule,
level and covered with natural pas-
turage, where abound droves of cat-
tle, partly domesticated and partly
wild, whose exact number is8 not even
known,

“I1t contains also abundant quanti-
ties of petroleum, Wwhich can be seen

running out over the surface of the
rivers. A large colonization enterprise,
obtaining from the government ex-
tensive territory and with such grants
as the famous FEnglish companies pos-
sesped in  colonizing Africa, could
transform such territory into inex-
haustible storehouses of natural prod-
ucts and into marts of the grazing
and mineral industries. ‘That region
of the future has 1wo outlets—io Fu-
rope by way of the Amazon and Ori-
noco rivers, and to the Pacific by
means of a railroad. easy of coustruve-
tion, which, taking advantage of a de-
pression in the mountain range, c¢an
reach the valley of the Patia river
which: empties into the Pacific a two-
day journey from the Panama canal.

Dormant Riches of Colombia.

“In order that the dormant riches
of Colombia may he exploited and fill
the coffers of those who will explolt
Lhem is- will be necessary Lo construct
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routes of rapid and cheap communic:
tion, build railreads, channel out cer-
tain rivers and widen and improve
maritime ports. This work is essy and
has the advantage that, whatever road
or roule be started, it will at once
commence to pay returns, as the re-
gionag traversed are hoth populated
and industrial. The amount of Ameri-
can capital which it will be possible
to employ in the construction of rail-
roads, fliguring on the average rate of
£50.000 per mile, will reach some $200.-
Gy, ), and with the improvements ol
the sea and river ports and the dredg-
of rivers' this figure may o up 10
sosnonoon—a  vast and highly pro-
ductive investment for the genins amld
energy of this nation, and :,'UL' A
amount less than that which he g heen
invested by thie English in Arg.atine.
[t should not be forgotten that the
Colombian law authorizes ihe govern-

to the extent of $10,000 per kilometer
of roadbed constructed (F16,000  per
mile), and it grants up to ::1‘\“ hectares
of public land per mile of railroad con-
structed, to bhe located on cither e
of the same. The law grants to rail-
road construction compuanies the privi-
lege of usufruct of the railroad up to
fifty years, after the expiration of
which period it can be contitnued fos
twentv-five vears more, but the Eov-
ernment may, during the last period,
buy the railroad f{rom the concession-
aries.

Resources Six Days Away.

“'glombia when assisted by larze

capital, well emploved, will be as rich

ag the richest aopd most prosperous
country in Latin A merica, dae 1o her
boundlese natural resources at only
six days distance from the United
States.

“If American capital should go to
Colombia #l the present time it would
have the frst opportunity and could

take advantage of the greatest and bes
classes of business and also obtain the

contracts for the construction of the
most indispensable public improve-
ments of the country, exactly as the

English did in the Argentine from 1560
to 18807

PANAMA RATES HIGH.

ment to subsidize railroad construction |

HOW A MANUFAGTURER
LOST A TRIAL ORDER

Could Not See the Point of a Latin-
American Customer’s Request,
and Disobeyed It.

NEW YORK, March 4.—An investiga-
tor of latin American export and im-
iport conditions tells this story:
i A wall paper manufacturer was told
‘by a prospective South American cus-
Ju-||1-~r' to ship wall paper in eight-yard
rolls, wrapped in wax paper as i pro-
tection against dampness. The manu-
facturer had aiwayvs sold his wall paper
twelve-yvard rolls, The would-he
buyer made it guite plain that he was
willing to pay for the extra trouble
his method would vccasion. He . would
pay for all, but he insisted that only
teight vards be wrapped to a roll. The
directions were specifie,  The manu-
J-fm-turv]- here looked them over with a
lavk-luster exe.

“That.” he, all foolishness,
For why should I make all this trou-

sl is

ble
S he didn’t make all that trouble

couald not enter s hemdl—not without
splintering  it—that  the buyer con-
veivabily had some reason lor sisting

{that the paper be seni as directed,

Sent 0ld Packages.

The manufacturer sent it in the good
old twelve-yard rolls in which he sends
wall paper to Tucson, Arizona. It was
not wrapped in wax paper. Therefore
it mushed up in the dampness of the
stedmer hold. It was quite unsalable,
even il it had been in eight-vard rolls,
which it was not. It came back on his
hands, anid those who havé heard that

Freight on Cement Costs More Than
the Product.

PANAMA. Aypril 1. —Freight rules‘
from the LU'nited States to Panama are—!
increasing rapidly, according to I
chants here. It iz stated that the rate
on cemenl has recently been increased
from $1.20 per barel to $1.55. which is
more than the value of the cement at
the factory. Cement is now selling here
at $3.75 a barrel.

1t iz understood that the Panama As-
sociation of Commerce is investigatung

the rate situation in view of the many
recent increases that have been made

mer-

by the steamship companies.

&

wall-paper man rave say he could give
Billy Sunday points on language
siresses. To this day he helieves the
South American turned that shipmeat
of wall paper back without good rea-
s01.

However, another manufacturer wuas
found who vould =ee the light when he
looked at the sun. He has been sell-
ing wall paper, eight vards to a roll,
wrapped in wax paper, at a price that
fully repays him.

The historic elm tree which the late
King BEdward VII planted in Inde-
pendence Square, Philadelphia, when he
visited this country as Prince of Walep
in 1861, has died and been cut down.
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