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District Fiscal Legislation.
When a legislative substitute is pro

posed for the half-and-half law whicl
^hall bp framed on the principles lav
down by the congressional joint fisen
committee. then Congress should con

«id^r radical amendment of the organ:
act. but not: till then.

This suhstitaite must, as we have seen

provide (al a definite policy of regula
and liberal appropriations by Congress
b) certain and fixed taxation of th

District, (e> no increase of the loca
rax burden and (d) no decrease, a

least, of the national contribution, rep
resenting its capital responsibility am

obligation.
Compare this, equitable substitute fo

the organic act with that proposed it
this year's District appropriation hill
It repeals the half-and-half law b;
change in the -wording of the appropriat
ng clauses of the bill and by the bintike
epeal of all lavs inconsistent therewith

it appropriates in round numbers $11,
ri00,000. It will collect from the Ihstric
:n taxes $S.200d>00. Under existing lav
it ought to appropriate $i>,800.»00 fron
the Treasury and $">.800,000 of the $3.
200.000 of District rewenue. and put th
2,400.000 of District surplus in the Treas
try as a trust fund for the benefit o

the District in soane future '"lean" year
The bill proposes. lioweTer, that the $11,
000.000 of District appropriations shall
jn violation of existing law. be paid, no

half and half, but $81100,000 from th
District and $2,400,000 from the nation
The effect of the legislation is to repea
the organic act without substituting fo
it any definite policy of regular and lib
eral congressional appropriation or an:
assurance of fixed and certain loca
taxation, to confiscate to national use

$2,400,000 of local revenue under th
half-and-half latv and. to reduce the na

tional contribution fnom 50 per cent ti
30 per eent and to increase the loca
contribution from 50- per cent to 70 pe
cent.
This rider makes (1) the congressiona

| policy of appropriations indefinite, it
regular and illiberal. (2). leaves loca
taxation fluctuating and uncertain. (3
increases the local burden proportion
ately from 50 per cent to 70 per cent anc

in dollars from $5,800,000 to 48,200.00:
and (4) decreases the national contri
hution proportionately, .and points to it:
future elimination.

rue "constitution 01 tne Uistnet o

Tolumbia. so designated by the Supremi
<"onrt of the United States, is thu;
amended in a vital point, -without an;
verbal suggestion in the bill of thi:
amendment or repeal and without th<
slightaet aHnsion in it to th; funda
mental law thus amended or repealed.
By indirection the keystone in thi

arch of the capital's development an<

prosperity is demolished, and the re

building of the wrecked structure is lef
10 chance-and the fates in the uneertaii
futnre.

Prior to J878 the nation, through Con
sress. participated as it saw fit in cap
ital upbuilding, with no definite equi
table measurement of its obligatioi
toward the nation's city and its people
There resulted a neglected, shabby, dis
creditable capital; a humiliation, re

preach and shame to the nation.
In 1878 a definite equitable standard

of national participation in capita
building was fired. There has reseltei
iioe of the most attractive and mos

wholesome of the world's capitals;
worthy object of national pride.

Jt is now proposed to abandon thi
definite standard which has worked s

well for both nation and capital am

under which 'Washington has so iTOn

oerfully prospered, and to restore s

iar as any fixed degree of national par
Ticipation in capital-making is eon

erned the relations prior to ls78. dm
ng the period of the capital's ncglec
and shame.

Shall the haIf-and half plan h
abandoned, unless and until some otlic
definite standard of national particips
tion is after thoughtful and deliberat
onsideration substituted in its placet
Stall the degree of national participr

tion in capital maintenance and dcve
opment be rendered uncertain, tluctuai
ing from year to year, shifting froi
too little to nothing with the whims an

caprices of the few individuals, th
nere handful of legislators, who in sui

essive Congresses are willing and ai

permitted to act for the nation in ilea
ing with local concerns?

Italy was a long time getting into th
wst and is likely to be a long time ge
ting out of it.

The Campaign in Asia Minor.
The other day it was reported froi

''onstantinople by way of Berlin th;
a large Russian force had been defeate
between Erzerum and Erzignan by tl
Turks operating tinder Gen. Mackensei
and it was stated that the belief in Be
I in was that the Russians had bee
stepped in Mesopotamia. If later di
patch** that have eome by way of Petri
Mi and still later oaea from Bonds
km saczeet th* Russians, far froi

ily continuing their advance and are ti
now approaching Mosul, about 225 miles h;

- northwest of Bagdad, with the evident
design of cutting the Bagdad railway, t(

3 upon which the Turks operating in the ti
_ Tigris valley depend for supplies. They ol

t are also reported to have sent a cavalry f<
column south to connect with the British e'

f near Kut-El Amara. A continued Rus- p
sian advance in that direction is w

likely to force a Turkish retreat ai

northward, more so, in fact, than ii
the reported Turkish success east of

s Erzignau is calculated to force a Bus- v<

sian retreat from Trebizond or Bitlis. d'
r in the Armenian campaign. m

r If this war were being conducted nn- pi
i der conditions prevalent a century ago n<

s the Turkish position in the Tigris valley as
' would not be necessarily imperiled by

the advance on Mosul. The change in oi

: war materials, however, greatly affects cs

the strategy. Transport is now far more ir
important than it was in earlier days, ai

Without the use of the railway for the m

movement of large supplies of munitions bi
the Turks operating in the Tigris vaKey 01

I, would be at a serious disadvantage. Not- w

j withstanding the British surrender at w

] Kutel-Amara there is a considerable la
pressure on the Turkish lines near Bag w

c dad from the south, and the supply prob- ni

iem for the British is not especially N

,, difficult, with water transport as far as B
r the head of the Persian gulf. If the ji
i railway north of Bagdad is captured the at

e Turks will have no base of supplies w

1 within practicable range. It is a long te

t way from the scene of the Mesopota- pi
tnian and Armenian operations to Con1stantinople, which lies about 830 miles
northwest of Mosul by air line, and if f<

r the .Russians should continue their ad- tl
i vance much fighting is in prospect over li
!. the rugged territory of Asia Minor. At gi
r present it would appear that the Rus.sian expedition lias a political rather
t than a military motive, with Bagdad as di
i. an objective. ri

al
t The Hughes Boom. es

Not the Oregon result alone is the lat
t est demonstration of the strength of

the Hughes boom. That result demon- w

e strates a good deal. There was no

Hughes organization. There was no an- 3

f thority even for the use of Justiee
Hughes' name. He had refused that
But. without organization or authority, se

!, the Hughes men were so numerous and S1

t determined they carried the primary *e

over two candidates who were actively
in the race. The expression was clearly

1 from the people, uninfluenced by the
r ordinary, methods of political cam- m

paigning'. st
v Tt is to be noted, too. that Oregon
1 follows Vermont.another state where
s the Hughes boorii is booming. The "i

e width of-the continent divides the two "

states. So that on both the Atlantic 01

a and the Pacific slopes popular senti1ment. expressing itself without spur or
r manipulation, shows the same thing. And ®<

between the two slopes.in the middle
1 country.the Hughes boom is booming.

But another significant thing is the
1 appearance of roorbacks in the closing w

) days of the contest, all anti-Hughes in te

conception and purpose. Now we are

1 told.no authority given.that Justice
1 Hughes will not accept if nominated, sc

Now we are told.no authority given. el
s that he is expecting and predicting the

nomination of Mr. Roosevelt. Now we

f are told.no poll given.that there are ti
; not half a dozen Hughes men in the
3 New York delegation to Chicago,
r These tactics, of course, show great
; uneasiness in anti-Hughes circles. Thev

are tne signs or wnar may swcii in a

day into a panic. They are no less plainlyanti-Hughes than pro-Boosevelt. The
? Booseveltians seem to feel that if they
1 are to succeed they must dispose of Jus-tice Hughes first. They recognize in ^
t him today their foremost adversary. 81

1 In democratic circles Mr. Boosevelt es

continues the favorite for the Chicago
nomination. He looks '-good".mighty
''good".to those who remember with ^

- gratitude his services to the democratic
i party in 1912. They would like of all ®

things.esteem themselves most fortu-nate.to find liim leading the republi- jj
cans this year. Or, failing that, they
would dance a jig to see him bolt again, jj

I and in that way assist in Mr. Wilson's
1 re-election.
i Bnt they have made their feelings too
t plain. The republicans are well advised
a of their plans and desires, and fear ]e

them bearing "Teddy."' The famous ti
s Greek performance still tells its tale
o and gives its warning. ll;

r] 11 '
m

Even though diplomatic representaotions mav prove misleading, they are a'
ways framed under circumstances which
prevent any charges of perjury.

i
n:

t America is well provided with aviators,
but not well enough to warrant the:r V(

e reckless destruction through d»fectivc w

r aeroplanes. s(
i- in

u When a line is reported ''busy"' in New
York, it may be even busier than any b

l" one would suspect. a:

^
A Buckeye Boss.

.i ueoijjf x>. mm, utau at jus iiuine in
it

. Cincinnati, was the Boss Cox of much
... local success and of national celebrity.
,c He was a born leader of the rough ele- U

uient in politics, and became a great ^

force with the higher element. He never

apologized for either his company or

his performances, and wore his title as
*

a prized badge. He was boss, and proud
of his title and power.
He began, as others of his kind have K

done, in a barroom. His "plaee" was

orderly, and bis word good. If neees- "

m sary, he would enforce commands with
it his fists. This gave him consequence in '

;d his neighborhood, and insured prosleperity and advancement,
n, From the barroom to politics was but
r a step. As others of his kind have done,

"

n he took it naturally. And the qualities ^
s- which had won in bis first occupation
u- won now in his second. Hi* word was 1
in good. His followers relied open him imbplieitly. His opponent* never doubted ?
i- either Us resources ox his determine-

on. Ha always meant "business," and |ggj
ad to be met on that basis. w

From municipal affairs he advanced Kg
> state affairs, and from state to na- a
onal affairs. He was not a seeker or' js
ffice for himself. He was never boomed Kg
)r governor or United States senator, W
ren when on the other side of the feneo Is
olitieians of like grade and reputation gj
ere being boomed for both. He found w

mple reward in his "pull" and in pull- B
ig strings. g?
He was not a man of ordinary re- B
nges. A really capable politician selcmis. In a campaign against the com- ^
on enemy he could forgive and sup- pjj
art men in his own party who had
:ver favored him. He was regular, and, g1
i a rule, did his best in his own way.
Men of this stamp are found in all
lr large cities. Here they are republi- B
ms, there democrats. Seldom are they Hj
dependents. Wherever found, they B
e a problem. They are made to point ffi
any a moral and adorn many a tale, B
at as yet they have not been improved B

exterminated. The material with B
hich they build is ready to hand; and ®
hen they build successfully their B
bors are accepted be the eerv men SS
hose denunciations have been the Br
ost extreme. Such is the record in IS
ew York, Philadelphia. Chicago and K
oston. as welt as in Cincinnati. And ^
ist now the bosses in all those cities.
id elsewhere, assured that their labors !K
ill be appreciated, are getting ready
> put in their best licks in the ap- Si
roacbing campaign.

English statesmanship re'fers to the g
iod blockade "economic pressure on 3
le central powers." In the midst of po- g
tical agitation John Bull does not for- ig
:t his rhetorical dignity. jg
Dublin is described as being more in
gnant than ever. It is not t'onnd as a ;gj
lie that the enforcement of severe pentiestends to arouse any sentiment oC jg
iteeni. S

Work is being done on the platforms g|
ith as much conscientious attention as fit

a platform were not usaallv forgotten !g|
few weeks after election.

. jiWire-tapping does not commend it- jtgjIf to the efhical sense, but it was long jg
nee pretty well demonstrated that the jf-J
leplione is no plai-e to tell secrets. gi
If Shakespearean celebrations can be H
?ld often enough the acting may .be jg
ade to compare to the high literary gi
andards involved. gjj '

IM tx

Col. Hoosevelt did not hesitate to take js
.s band wagon up to Detroit and in- n
te Henry Ford to look at the speedneter.gj

The "made in Germany" label sacri- jg
:ed a great deal of its popularity when R
was attached to submarines. ^
It is now doubted whether Mr. Bryan fil
ill ever be able to start anything as in- w
resting as 16 to 1 was. ji ,

i'iie "jotter' m a congressional bill (

imetimes constitutes its most serious B I
cment. S

i;
The battle of Verdun recognizes no j- '
me limit. jj |

SHOOTHTG STARS. f
ST PHILANDER JOHNSON. P

I
Test of Attractiveness. |

"Where are you going this summer!"' p 1
I dunno," replied Mr. Cumrox. j !

ilother and the girls don't seem to I
ive been able to hunt up any place f|p
iffieiently expensive to make it inter- g|
iting." H

The Base Ball Shonter. Pa
h. ye whose carelessness of speech j9
May scatter sparks and start a flame, B?
o forth and on the bleachers bleach, K
And join the rooter at the game. S
is loud and cheery bellowing
xieaounas with an nnxamng cnarm. a

e shouts.but never aayk a thing a

That could create the slightest barm, gi
Not a Learner. J

' There's a man in the nert apartment 1
arning to play the clarionet'" expos- 3
ilated the nervous tenant. ^
"No. he isn't," replied the janitor. "He I
is been working on that tune for three 1
onths, and he doesn't play it a bit bet- A
r than when he started." it

On a Hot Day. 1
' What are you hollerin' at the ice 1
an fort" 1
"Want to make liim mad," replied the u

oungster with defiant red hair. "I a

ant to make him mad so's he'll throw k
>mething at me." ft
"So's he'll throw something!" 1
"Yes. He hasn't anything to throw a
ut a chunk of ice an' that's what I'm |j
fter " S3

Assertion of Authority." K
"Of course, you have taken au interest j®

i votes for women.-' n

"Yes," replied Miss Cayenne. "There's js
o doubt that we women eou'.d manage
olities very easily if.m
"If what!" ||"We found it as easy to boss other H
omen around as it is to exact obe- Jw
ience from the men." nl

Working Hours.
I'm going to join a union," said an an- R

thor in his glee; gI'm going to work eight hours a day 2i
and that's enough for me. if

shall definitely limit my imaginative %[
power §t

'o a reasonable number of typewritten jgwords per hour. jsc
If poetry, perehaaee. should be my aim, S

a stylo so neat HI
fill measure verse to do away with any H

extra feet. 9
fwonld take me hours te hell ef-all the 9

good tho plan will do. B
'or instance; ft "{&
Excuee me, hot Just bare the whistle Jt
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Striped Suiting, do inches wide. A yard
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-
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iarly These Would Be $1.00 a
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