
MANY NEW MADS ~
BUILTATVERDUN

French Accomplished Wonders
After Attack by the

Germans Began.

RAILROADS ARE LAID
AS THE TRAINS MOVE

Poilu Repairers Sulk When TeutonShells Tear Up Stretch They
Have Just Mended.

BY HERBERT COREY.
(Copyright lf>It

BACK OF VERDl'N. May 4 We

could not take the road through C ,

the French officer with our party explained.The Germans were shelling
It this mornine. No damage had been

done as yet, but
"We must take a very poor road Instead."said he.
It was a very fortunate road indeed

for us, for It gave us a chance to see

something of that marvelous organisationthe French have built up back
of Verdun. These things are no longer'
secrets. The Germans, no doubt, know
them almost as well as their authors.
To put them in a phrase, the French
have built new railroads, turnpikes,
short cuts and footpaths through this
district All the buildinu has been done
since the Germans attacked Verdun.,
Today Verdun could be buried under a

flood of provisions of e\*ery sort, so

effective is this organization.
Few Roads There.

Why was this not provided before
the Germans attacked?" we asked.
"The French." was the reply, "have

a tremendous faculty for coping v ith

the unexpected."
Some wonder has been expressed at

the German attack upon Verdun, pre-
sumably the strongest bastion of the
French front. Tn reality it may have
been the weakest point, to which the
greatest German driving: power was

opposed. On the French side there were

but two railroads, one narrow gauge.
to supply the incredible quantities of
munitions a modern battle demands,
On the German side there are, accordtoreport, not less than twelve, of
all sorts and gauges. It follows the
Germans argued they could drown the
French under a flood of iron in two
days. Because of a sheer inability to
reply the French would be forced to
8Tive up the city
What happened?

Autos Carried Munitions.
The bour that it became apparent

th© Germans really "meant" to attack
Verdun the French high command beganto repair this deficiency in the

transport service. At dawn of the fol-
lowing day 18,000 automobiles of vari-
ous sorts were engaged in supplying
Verdun with what its army needed.
The first reports current in Paris were

that 5.000 automobiles were sot at This
work. I am told by an officer of the
automobile service the larger number
la accurate.
it is not suinneni mereiy ty umci .1

given number of automobiles to haul
certain tons of freight to an indicated
point. On the first of the automobiles
to ".oil along: these roads to Verdun
were station masters and road mendersand patrols and mechanics and
very sort of supervisor and aid to Vie

auto transport. At intervals of hardly
more than a mile stations were estab-
llshed. At first these stations consisted
of a few tired and bearded men who
waved flag's at oncoming machines.
By noon of that day they had become
machine shops in tents. The automo-
biles were run on the "block" system.
A smashed machine was tipped into
the ditch. Nothing was permitted to

impede the flo wof cars toward the city.
"And the road menders," said my

companion. "Behold the road mend-
rs!"

Road Menders Sulky.
A road mender is always a grouchy

a.nd uncompanionable person. These
road menderR at first glance promised
to prove as surly as the remainder of
the road-mending race. They were all
"poilus" in the French army, blue and
of abundant whiskers, dear to the
heart of the territorial soldier. They
were the older soldiers, a bit too well
on in years to be top-hole for the front
trenches, but sturdy, solid, game fight-
ers just the same. Ther** was one

yard of the mads leading- to Verdun.
"The beloved grumblers." said my

companion, fondly.
A poilu turned a heated and indignant

face upon us. An hour previously this
road had been shelled by The Germans.
Some of the shells had fallen upon his
apportionment of turnpike. This had
embittered him frightfully. That one
should spend his days doubling- up af
road for these Boche beasts to tear to
pieces with their sacre shells

Work Frequently Undone.
His lot was made the more unbearableby the fact that as he dropped

Bhovelsfuls of crush- d stone in the shell
holes automobiles would come spinning
along and splash the crushed stone out

again. It was impossible for him to

make a finished and perfect job of it

under such conditions. I saw him
ehake a fist at a large truck that had
offended. As we came by h«- glared.
That Is the only word for it. II. glared.
"On some of the roads the shells drop

constantly," said my companion. "But
these old grumblers pay no attention.
When the shells fail too fast they lie
down by the roadside and smoke th--;:
pipes. When th»- storm is over they,
come growling back to the roadside
tna pawn uir m/ico i.-made"

S^or**^ of automohiles are rontinu-
ally at work bringing tor s (>" crushed
tore to the placos where i* is needed.)
Sometimes one section of road \n ill be
"blocked" for an hour by the supervisors,while it is being put back in
condition by the road menders. Steam
rollers hammer down tl rewly laid
tone by day and nigh'. These miles

of roads are beaded as to the edge with
heaps of crushed ptone, which is tossed
out in shovelfuls the moment a bad
place appears on the road's surface.

Many Miles of Roads.

In order to supply the needs of Verdunmany miles «»f new road have been

laid down since the battle began. Some
Vf these new roads are very tine affairs.piled high with crushed stone,
and others are of a temporary and
makeshift character, in which the new
cut grade has been hastily veneered
with a stone surface Nowadays, of
course, the automobile traffic has greatlyslackened. The 18.000 cars employedduring the first few days had to
carry out of Verdun its 22,000 civilians.
8 well as carry in a reserve stock or

munitions of every sort
At intervals over the hills one sees

puffs of brilliantly white steam. The
first assumption is that a shell has
Just burst. After a short time at the
front each noise, each unusual aspect
of the landscape, each cloud of smoke
Js unhesitatingly ascribed to shells.
After a moment one observes that the
puffs of steam seem to he making
progress. Then one rides over a hill
to find one of the toy railroads that
have been, so useful at the back of the
front.
They are precisely like the little

I...

! steam roads one sometimes sees In opi'ration in quarries or on great constructionworks in the United States.
Each miniature engine draws a train
of half a dozen or more cars. The rails
are very light and the ties very flimsy,
so that at first the whole construction
seems flimsy and unsafe. On the other
hand, these little roads are precisely
adapted to the day's need.
"The track may he laid very rapidly,"

my companion pointed out.
That was obvious. As I watched a

srang of soldier track layers began carryingout rails spiked in sections on
'he light wooden sleepers. They were
laying down a side track. The grading
had 1- :! done with shovels and a few
handfuls of crushed stone, and that
?ra< Is v., laid almost as fast as a man
can walk liefore our automobile was
out of sight the engine was backing
<lown upon ;t.carefully, as an engine
should to which' had been intrusted a
trail, of cars -but quite safely.
"They run almost to the enemy's

lines." T was told. "They are very often
under shell lire, these little trains, but
their crews do not rnind it. They are
hard t<> lur. and even when the track is
torn up hy a shell the poilus lay down

;a new section and the train poos
triumphantly or.."

Trainloads of Road Menders.
TTe passed train after train laden

with the territorial road menders, burdenedw ith their picks and shovels in

[additoc. ',<> their rifles and haversacks.
They were on their way to build new

roads or repair old ones. Next would
cmno :t <-<>:nparty <>r two of soldiers on
their w t the front, rather silent, as,
l>e.-(Mite> men on Their way into the
"furnace," as they often call it, but
errinninv and in. pood spirits. The next'
train might l>e loaded down with men
.just out of the fire trench, muddy,
silent, crushed with the sheer physical
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"We've

A Pure
Tonic Food
Medicine To Build ^
New Flesh and Strength

"My children used to be troubled
down, but Father John's Medicine mad*
used it for the last fifteen years. Ma
make me use substitutes, but I never s
is sold, as we were blessed with man:
Father John's Medicine." (Signed) 2
rence, Mass.

Because it is pure, wholesome tis
cine is of especial value for people w!
nourishes and builds up those who a
lutely free from alcohol or dangeroumedicine for all the family to take all

straJn of facing death sleeplessly for j
six days and nights. At regular inter-
vals were switches and soldier switch i
tenders and in one valley a "roundhouse"improvised by sending out a
few spurs from the main tracks.
Both automobile and steam roads

were directed by a most efficient sysjtern of train dispatchinp. to serve which
a separate telephone system was used.
There has never been a minute since
the battle began that the constant flow
in both directions has been interrupted
for a moment. There has never been a

serious "jam" on any road section.
Practically speakinp, there is never a
minute that each car and each yard of
road is not under the supervision of
those armed with authority to take
summary action.
"We used to think the French were

weak In orpanization." was my companion'scomment.

Pleasure Craft Being Prepared.
After havinp lain ashore for several

weeks at Regan's boatyard, the yacht
G. M. A., belonpinp to O. M. Anderson
of this city, has been put overboard
ready for service. Mr. Anderson will

probably leave here on the first trip of
the season in the latter part of this
week.
('apt. Will Neitzy has had repairs completedon his power boat Benjamin N

and recently made a trip aboard her.
(.'apt Neitzy will take his family aboard
the launch, and will spend a month
cruising alonp the lower Potomac.
To be cleaned and painted, and for

such minor repairs as she may need,
the power boat Two Friends, belonpinp
to Capt. Charles Hahn, is out on the
railway at Regan's

On the program of human events
women are the consolation race.
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All
It is very curious.

We have received in the last four months thousands of lett
spective buyers asking if it could possibly be true that the "H
Issue of the Encyclopaedia Britannica which we are offering at s

ordinarily low price is

unqualifiedly the complete, unabridged, new Elev
of the Britannica (for which the publishers charge
times as much as we do for the "Handy Volume" Isst

In the first advertisement announcingthis remarkable issue, we gave hot
guarantee and our own that the new "Handy Volume" Issue and the Camb
issue are simply two different forms of identically the same work, abso
except for the size of the page and tho type. And wo have put these gu
every set of the "Handy Volume" Issue which we have sold. It would
make a more unconditional guarantee or statement

Still thousands of people doubt. Now. Let them consider the matter

The Encyclopaedia Britannica is the most valuable hook property in the
the copyright and name.its reputation is worth an enormous sum. Simpl;
new Eleventh Edition for the press cost a million and a half dollars alone,
tect its name against some piratical publishers who were offering a partial i
edition under the name of the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the publishers £

Now to be had at Much LO!
_yf| t The remarkable bargain we are offering can

nH A , 4-A-* *1 short time longer. The contracts for the "Hand;
lutilt! were made before the war began.JB-X, The drastic increase in the cost of raw mater

# aH COSt possible to renew them. Paper has advanced ov
' leather more than 50 per cent..binder's boards,

The Dubliihers notify us th&t tfter the sets i

of the Larger sized Cam- exhauitedfthey cannot supply any more at the pi
bridge University Issue and our stock is going rapidly.

Sets may be seen and orders left at

H>. Uattn, j&ons & Cc
"The Busy Corner."

8th St. and Penna. Ave.
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is a Volume of the new "Handy Volume"
which we sell) by the side of the Cambridge
sity issue of the same new 11th Edition of the

ncyclopaedia Britannica
Hie Larger The Smaller

Costs Costs

66.5 !58»
or or

5.00 down and $1.00 down and
aonthly payments 21 monthly payments

of$5.00 of $3.00 '§,%£

it Distinguished Buyers Say
e price for this Issue is much reduced, the MTTTufoii^
d value of this encyclopaedia will be greater Dear Sirs r.

than the Cambridge issue to many persons Enclosed yoti will find M. 0. for $S£0
j because of its reduced size." To say that I am pleased with the h

the state of mind aroused. Surely you d«
From U. S. Senntor Jas. Mertine.' only to a comparatively small nnmDer o

yof New Jersey editions.

I; *'I have the large size now and it would ba I b»ve used the hooks, to the three
n impossible for me to estimate hoar many lnf°rTn,',0° 00 «he mof}

times in the course of the year I have re- ,sard,e" during the month of April in the
course to the fund of knowledge contained '1° ^.a°dS.ilSdlL^dntllln !lt m.e within its covers. I believe, however, had
the "Handy Volume" size been on the market i^'^J'^^own in an e,f*ri®g
and I had the choice to make between it and Alw;y?.1 haV bee".«" «° «"d «»<*£

k the Cambridge edition. I should have selected marklble ""»« whlch "> » the twenty
e the former regardless of price." Yot

; the Two Issues, page by page
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ATord to Our Public:
litigation. (The new edition, of course, Is absolutely
laws; the old ones were not)

from pro- Does any prospective buyer think that the publisheiandy Volume" even if we had any such strange wish, to make a cheaj
luch an extra- uine Encyclopaedia Britannica? It would be folly fo

them a million dollars for the privilege.
We do not publish this new "Handy Volume" Issi

enth Edition bind it. We have nothing whatever to do with the mal
nearly three is not on a siDgIe volume"

ie). Our patrons may rest assured that when they buy tl
buy the complete work unchanged by a single line, th<

,... And if they had a million dollars, or the wealth of
hthe publishers Czar of Russia they could not buy in all the world a bet
ridge University set of books,
ilutely the same
larantees behind But you do not have to take our word for this
be impossible to send us a single dollar. We send you the e

them to the library and compare it at any pai
Cambridge University issue and see if you <

in another way. omitted. It can't be done.

world. SimDlv And you have three weeks from the time you r
, t,.Ik and then if, for any reason whatsoever, you nf to prepare the , , .. .;.' ./,

Simply to pro- to keep the volumes; if they do not satisfy yc
-eprint of an old them to us and we will refund not only the d
ipent $250,000 in charges as well. It does not cost you a penny

nger
'' Send for these Two Bo

5? , The publishers of the ENCYCLOPAEDIA B.JTANNICA have prlast only a very of ISO pages to tell you all about this great work and the new "]
pVolume" Issue usefulness to you. It is full of interesting stories, clever dialogues,

packed from cover to cover. Some of its contents include :

ials makes it irn- ~100 interesting bits of knowledge revealing the ENCYCLOPA
a. from a hundred different noints of view.

ci ou per ceui*.
49 per cent., etc. .A little history of the BRITANNICA from the days of King Gee

portraits of the noted men who have made it the greatest work of it
>ow on band are

iAW nrirmn .Twenty pages of interesting dialogue telling of the unexpected itresent low prices the BRITANNICA for women.
.A clever story about the way children get interested in it.

.

.Nearly two hundred half-tone illustrations, color plates, aped-.
men pages, and the like. /

The Children's Side /piI. We shall be sled to nod too also another I.J
handsome book tellies yon of the value and /
Interest of the Britannica to act!re-minded /
boys and girls. Bnt to obtain these, you / Name
should cut out this coupon and send ft /to-day. / S Address
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protected by the present copyright

-s of this great work would allow us,
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