
APPROVAL IS GIVEN
TO AUTOSIGNALS

Mechanical or Electrical Devices
on Cars Urged as

"Safety" Measure.

PREDICTED LAWS SOON
WILL REQUIRE ADOPTION

Belief Expressed That Many Accidentson Congested Streets
Would Be Averted.

BY HOWARD S. FISK.
The us** of mechanical «* f rit a

fitnalini: devices on automobiles, so as

to Indicate the course of a car. was one {
©f the important recommendations'
adopted at a meeting of the street tiaf-
flc committee of the Safety First Federationof America, held recently in!

<*inoinnn t i. Ohio
Such devices were considered by the

police officials of many important cities!
who were in attendance it the meet-

" inu as a necessity np->n closed or cur-

tained cars and their use on automo-
Idles generally was commended in view
of the traffic congestion in the larger
cities and in consideration of tin* enormousproduction of automobiles an-

nounced by the manufacturei s for tin
present y fa r.

Tn the belief that automobile signal
devices will increase in popularity, a

plan was considered to provide for uniformityin then- location and attachmentto motor vehicles, preference tie
inggiven to a combination of the signalwith th» Tail light ami license number.the signals to be visible at least

fifty feet from the rear of a car, 111
design of indication to l>e 1 >y word ..i

pointer. The ni'-chanisni substantial
and positive in action, all operating
parts protected from rain. mud. snow
and ice. the control to be by hand 01
foot, with an automatic control for a

stop signal. Approval was given fori
the location of these signals on the,
rear left-hand fender s<> as to be in
direct vision of the driver of anj fol-
lowing vehicles ami unnbseured by ox-
tra tires usually carried on the back of
a car

Signals Front and Back.
In the interest of safety ami to expo-

riite the movement of traffic il was

contended that the signals should be
shown both on the front and rear so as

to indicate clearly and in a positive
manner to traffic officers, pedestrians j
and drivers and drivers of other vehi-
eles. exactly what movement the car
will make

It was contended by the committee
that signals to indicate the course of a
tar formed as neeessary a part .>f the
equipment as the lights, horn, chains or
fire extinguisher, this being esp-a tally
true owing to the use of closed < curtainedcars, during rainy weather and
in wintry months, when it is impossible
to signal by hand.
During the past year manv commend-

ak'l" signal devices have been placed
upon the market and have proven
popular with automobile owners de-
sirous of protecting their cars from
collision, which are directly attributed
to the quick stops and sudden changes
in direction which are possible with
the modern motor car. Several of these
fcignaling devices are on exhibition at
the safety first permanent exposition.
6 East ,'{9th street. New York, where
they are attracting much attention
from motor car owners, automobile
dealers and manufacturers, who are
evidencing much interest in them.

In giving its indorsement to the de-
velopment and extension of this new
motor car accessory the street Traffic
committee hopes to ooviate the possi-
bility of accidents and to relieve
materially traffic congestion. It is be-
lieved that the time is not far distant
when such signals will be required by
law: in fact, consideration is now being
given to this subject in Portland, Ore.,
where it is proposed to modify the
present ordinance so as to permit the
use of mechanical or electrically
operated signaling devices on motor
vehicles.

Demonstration at Portland.
A demonstration of several devices

was recently held in that city under the
auspices of the public safety commission.and which was witnessed by mem-

hers of the city countil and other of-
ficials. and it is predicted that early
action will be taken by the authorities
with the view to requiring that such
signals shall be used on all motor \e-
hi« Jes operated in that city.
New York is the first city to give

VIII' III I f UKIIIlIVII 1U (III- II "I II11HIernsignaling devices upon motor vehicles.as the street traffic regulations
of the police department provide that
the driver of any vehicle about to turn
either from a standstill or while in n otionshould give timely signal by hand
or whip, or in some othe; unmistakable'
manner Indicate the direction of the'
turn
Lawrenre B Dunham, third deputy

commissioner in charge of traffic if
New- York, and a member of the street
traffic committee, would go ev«-n furtherand has recommended to th« publicservice cornniission that surface
«ars be equipped with an indicator
which would signal the operator of a
vehicle in the reai when the car was

about to stop or turn Com mi: oner
Dunham believes that a large propur-
tion of the street accidents could be
avoided ;f the driver of an automobile
or wagon knew when the motormar:
of a trolley car was to turn or '-top, as'
frequent'-, the vehicles follow th*- cars

closely and a crash results

Accident Report Approved.
The stree' traffi< committee approved

of the ac« :dent form of report now in

u*e by » »- N'e-v York police department,
which wi be generally adopted by the
ponce rnrougrout h»- I'ounir)
Consideration wac given to other forms
of signs and signals t«> he »i»-*i it, the
direction *>f si i eet traffic. but final actionwax »'.* ferred until the next meetingof 11 * .mm it tee I» the meant in.*
a sper;a: < ornmittee will prepare a t«-ri

tative outline for the cons-deratio:
the committee at its next ji»-xs:oi:

The corrrr discussed the ri"^^! t \

of a r. ordinance providing for the regu
lat.on of pedestrian travel, ari<l :' w s

the concensus that traffle officers should
have the same jur -d ictlon over pedes
trlan* t he \ now have over drivers and
©pera'ors of all types of vehicle* It
war agreed that pedestrians should
cross at the regular < roi«c!riK and not in

the middle of a block.
Police r"ornrnlFsioner John Cillesple of

Detroit, who presided as ( hairmar: of
the committer took occasion to state
that more than 50 per rent of automobileacidents occurred in the outlying
districts, where the police safety first
policy is not enforceable
The committee approved of trie a pi

tation In New York to provide for an

ordinance penalising the use of it.:
properly shod horses Sri the belief that
orne regulation should be adopted with

the view to preventing hoi s«-h from
lipping and falling upon pavements,

particularly during the winter months.

'Safety" Magazine Planned.
A committee consisting of Charles I.

Pernhelmer. treasurer of the federation.W. T Foley, assistant secretary
of the Cincinnati Automobile Club, and
Frederick U Klllott, executive secretary,was appointed with full power
to arrange for the publication of an
official magazine or for a public safety
section in some established journal in
gympathy with the movement.
Consideration was given to plans foi
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the second annual convention to be bebl
in Baltimore during the fall and a conventioncommittee was authorized with
Kobert I». <'arter. marshal of police of
Baltimore, as chairmati. the date for
the convention to be determined by
the comm i 11 ee.
The ofliee of consulting' engineer of
ite it MOtl was I'M nil r.i urM

*. tloodrich. formerly consulting engineer<>f 11 borough «>f Manhattan, was

elected t«» this position.

foliceWIport
ABOUT AUTO ACCIDENTS

New York Document Is Worth

Studying. Says National AutomobileChamber of Commerce.

There will shortly he published in
tin- annua! report of the polic* departmentof New York t \ for 'he year
»! 1 r» some interesting figmes in the
classified tables of hichway accidents.
Hoordinu to an announri-mcni made it

feu days ago. Tin record was taken
to show the fallacy, it is said, of at J:
tempting to reduce ae< idents materiallyby requiring all operators f»f motor
vehicles to be licensed, while no such
regulation is applied to driveis of
horse-draw n vehicles.
The tables show that of iO.ti.~b; acci-

dents of which tin- causes were Kivon,
8.OKI. «»r more flan M per cent, were
due to tin fault or incapacity of th«-jinjur**! person, and only 700. or =
per to th-- fault of the diiver.
Horse-drawn trucks and wagons

caused 100 fatalities and injured l',o41
person-, w hile motor trucks and de-
livery wagons killed 10~» and injured m

1,107. Passenger automobiles i-ausfd
177 fatalities and injured 1.688 persons.
The total number of persons fatally

injured in th« y»-ar a as tf» and the
number less seriously hurt was 21,801.
These figures, however, include 1,401
oersons who sust:« neil iniiirieK in tm

way related to vehicles. such as falls!
on the sidewalk, hit l.y falling object.®,
bitten by dogs. »t< Th«'y a'so include

persons fiui t by r'inniiiK into or in
front of vehicles. 1.J90 injured when
improperly boarding or alighting from
street ears, 417 when stealing rides,)
l.'JTl when skating or playing in the
street. while intoxi< ated, etc.

Playgrounds a Preventive.
Presented in the most detailed way

of any street acideni records prepared
by any city in the ountry. the New
Vork police vpo; r met its careful study
Ity^wry one interested in the subject,
says the National Automobile »'hamberof '"omniT'e. It shows conclusivelythat the most, effective ways of
reducing the number of highway accidentsare to provide playgrounds for
bildren ami keep them out of the

streets and to educate pedestrians of
all ages to observe as much caution
;n crossing The streets as drivers observein handling their vehicles,
whether hor-e drawn or motor driven,
Kven more evident is considered the j

use!, ssriess and unfairness of enacting!
ordinances requiring the fitting of;
safety fenders to motor trucks, which,
caused less thai: half as many accidents
as hoise-drawn wagons. Street ears.!
v. hi'-b are equipped with fenders, kill-
* <] 77 and injured 1.0M person.- during
the year, as against 107, killed and
11' 7 injured by motor trunks, although
there were only 111,000 electric street
ears in operation in the city, includingsubway jand elevated cars, as comparedwith 1 -.7.7.", commercial motor
vehicles which were not fitted with
fenders.

PACKARD CAFITAL. $21,000,000.

Stockholders Authorize an Increase
of $5,000,000.

DETROIT. Mil-h.. June 3. .Paekard
Motor '"omnany sToekhoIdera. at a

meeting here today, authorized an in-
rease of Jo.' <"»,oon irt the common

stock of the company. The increase
rt .a « 'lie t"ta] capitalization $21,000,-1
000.
Henry Joy. who recently retired

from the presidency. was elected chairmanof the executive board. Alvan
M;ic;ci!c-. former \ -e president, succeedsMr Joy a: president.

Case Car Deliveries.
Among th'-se who have recently pur.hased < "ase cart are the following:

f. A tJ.iskins. H 1'.. Larnsori, ft. M.
La' km and Lieut von Steiner.

A Bessemer Truck Visitor.
R H Scott. representative for the

Bessemer truck, spent several days
here last week, 'dosing an agency
prior to his departure.

_________
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Phonograph

Vou cannot get anything
that will give you more in
the way of pleasure and
' nterta lnment than this
phonograph.

Stewart and Warner
Speedometer Service Station,

B. F. ZIMMERMAN,
1317 14th St. N.W.
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GO0D ROADS ONLY 1
B* CONSTANT CURE

Î
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Expert Says Nothing Wears j!

Out So Fast as a J;
Highway.

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR1

Earth Roadways the Most Neg-
lected.Cannot Be Kept Up With- r

out Intelligent Attention.

is
"If you want To keep good roa<l: good (I

\ou must maintain them. else they will **

i
speedily become bad roads and all tiv-j
money and effort and engineering skill <j

r-xpanded in their construction will be 1

wasted." Thus spoke a prominent ofticia1 v

f t1>p National Hiprhwav Association a

few days ago. when referring To the' |,

ronstruction and maintenance of good v

road, in the I'nited States.
"There is nothing that wears out faster ^

than a public road which has been buiit
at great cost and is left to take faro of! a

ilself I? won't do it. If it is used by the f
t

'--opjo for whose benefit it was construct- ^

ed it will wear away if it is not used j

by anybody tin- elements wind. rain, t

storm &nd sunshine -will destroy it in ^
time. It was ne>t until hillside ditching.] j.
r»r terracing, as it is more properly and
scientifically called, was discovered as a;
cure for erosion on many of the most
valuable farms in the south that there
was anything like successful work on "

these neglected farms."
Continuing on the subject, he said:
"It was not until the office of road in-' r

fjuiry in the Department c»i Aerwuiiut
at Washington was established in 18ft-". s

tliat even 1'ncle Sam. with all his steady e

habits. began to take a practical interest j
in the public roads of the country. How 5
much was. lost by his improvidence it is i
impossible tc> estimate, hut lie- has learn- ;
ed his lesson and has committed himself 'i
definitely to the policy of building serv- j.
iceable highways for the use of the peo-j r

pie undc r conditions and sup pvision j
which will assure fitness for service. With v
that frugal wisdom which has ever dis-j
tinguished his adventures in really use-

ful enterprises, however. I'ndo Sam does
not intend to do a blessed thing without
the co-operation of the states He stands r
read:, to take $75,000,000 from the generalfund in the next five years where-j r

with to build good roads in the states I
if the states will put up the same amount
for the building of good roads within
their own borders during the same period
It is a case of 'matching' highway money
with the states. |

Law to Maintain the Work.
"The states that will not play the game

will not share in the appropriation, what-
ever that Is But neither I.'ncle Sam nor!,
any of his relatives would he justified in
any such undertaking if there were not

ample security in the law to maintain
the work after it has been done. This is
why the distribution and expenditure of
the money appropriated by Congress for
good roads have been placed in the hands
of the Secretary of Agriculture and why
he will depend in large measure upon the 4
efficiency and experience of the Cnited 4
States office of good roads and rural 4
engineering, which has evoluted out of 4
the old office of road inquiry, in justify- '4
ing federal participation in the construe- 4
tion of good roads. j 4
"The office of public roads is under j

the direction of Logan Waller Page, 4.
[_
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rho has devoted his life to this worV
nd who was described in the course o
ivi'ont discussion in the Senate at

the ablest road engineer in the world
Vith his corps of competent engineers
is accurate knowledge of the condi
ions and necessities of traffic in tin
ountry ata large, lie will he the Seeetary'sright hower.
"* 'oust ruct ion and maintenance.
hese arc the twin elements tti anj
uarti.al good roads undertaking;
s worse than folly to build if t h
uilding is not to be maintained. How
his can tie done in the most effective
nd practical way. how there can b«
ontinuous maintenance of the public
oads is one of the problems now re-

eiving the careful sturly of the office
f public roads, the experimental roar
iorl< done under Us direction a'
Vasliington and elsewhere affording
he opportunity of judging: the com.nativeeeonoin;. of several types o:
oad with refrrence to the traflh
andled.

Inquiry for Economic Results.
"Kor the last six years the ofliee 01

ootl roads has been conducting in
est ip;: :ons to rletermine the economic
e: nils df road improvement ott the
ircperity and development of the
mint > It has also been studyint
he methods of management, con

ti net ion and maintenance of roads un
e local control, but it has foum
verywhere and iti all conditions tna
here must he a system of mainte
a nee for all roads if lie work that i:
one m building is to have anythim
ike permanent value. There is ;
ery definite arid distinct difference he
ween maintenance and repair; fill
ng up a few holes in an improve!
ighwey is repairing; keeping" tie
I'hole road in w hat ma;, he called h
lie language of the flay "a state o
irepa ret!ness' l»y constant vigilano
nfl intelligent service is maintenance
"The best system of maintenance fo
!1 roads is that which provides fo
lie permanent and sometimes con
inuous employment of skilled labor
rs who have charge of particular sec
ions of road, or who may b»- assignei
o an;, part of the county or other roa<
in it where there is work most needed
ne continuous maintenance systen
ihs been adopted in this country onl;
o a limited extent, but wherever i
ins been adopted it has demonstrate*
ts high economic value. It mi Kb
iot be possible to maintain such
ystem in all parts of the country, be
a use of sparse population anc^Timite*
esourres, but, ns the Year Book o
he American Highway Associatioi
ays on this subject, 'it would b
lifticult to find a county which is s«
mor that it could not afford to em
>loy continuously eight or ten la
orers and three or four teams to main
a in and repair its principal roads,'hat would he far cheaper than fh
abor tax system and it would be vastl;nore practical than the hit or mislolicy which has distinguished thrork in the past.
Left to Take Care of Themselves.
"The largest, proportion of the publi

oads in the I'nited States are the eart!
oads, and they are the most neglectec
nadequately drained, badly place
ftentimes, and generally left, to tak
are of themselves after they have bee
onstructed. they are a constant and in
reaslng expense to the people they arlesigned to serve, in so-called repair:
n their unfitness for traffic or travel, ihe ruinous strain upon the wagons an
tarness and horses of the farmers at
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« ;j tempting: to use tliem and in many |I other ways. These roads cannot be kept
up without intelligent attention. Mud!

|addecfc to mud in the low places will not
{make a road solid, filling the hollows
jwith fence rails and convenient stones
.and brushwood from the adjacent
j woods will not make them good for I
I traffic or comfortable for travel. Drag|gitigthese roads at the wrong time of
weather or season will not keep them %
in usable condition. There must be
the intelligence of engineer and the
labor of wisely ordered working forces
to make them suitable for service, and
this end cannot be obtained without a
definite policy of maintenance.

"In the good roads bill passed by *

Congress the Secretary of Agriculture1'
" i* ««I mrtimriMiiri- (|by the states or other political unit as

n
a condition to federal aid in the build-

"

ing of roads, and ther^ is not the least
doubt that he will insist upon compli- t
ance with the law in this as in all other ,

; respects. }
Present Policy Unsatisfactory. t

"In hjs last.annual report K. A. Stev- '

ens. state highway commissioner of
New .Jersey, says, very truly, that 'our '

ipresent road-building: policy was not

designed to meet the needs of today.
but for entirely different conditions.'
The traffic has changed, the methods of f

transportation are altogether unlike
what they were when the battle of
Brandy wine was fought: it takes heavierconstruction to stand the strain of
auto truck and motor car than was requiredin the undisputed days of the
ox cart and the farm wagon, and it is
for the traffic that the roads must be
built. State Highway Engineer Meeker ^of New Jersey makes this plain in his
report when he says: 'The road work of ^the state during the past year has been
largely one of repaving and realigning ^roads formerly macadamized. The ex-I
cesslve wear, caused by the constantly 'j
increasing motor traffic, has compelled
the several counties to use a pavement ^
of higher resistance to disintegration ^
than macadam." i f.

It is clear as day that the improve-
merit of roads cannot he accomplished
without improved supervision. Their a

T administration has become a business. t
* 'and we must handle it in a business- j
* like way. We cannot afford any ama- j

teur trifling in our engineering, nor anj
political interference in the adminis- j £

* tration of our roads. We must have a t
1 force that, by its trained ability andj^

thorough teamwork, will command the!*
r confidence of the public."

Recent Allen Purchasers.
Among the recent purchasers of Allen '

ars include the following: A. K.

f. Powell. <*. J. Hoffman. A T>. Bryant.
Tony Sesso. .1. T. W. Miller. 11. T. Win- jfield. Peyton tlordon, I. B. Nartz, A. f
(Jouldman, ft. Phelps. It. B. Selby. O.

» W. Bond, .1. H. fiordon, W. A Pierce.
M. J. Smathers and .John Alden.
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'LANS FOR IMPROVING
THE COUNTRY ROADSIDE

'ermanent Grasses and Trees Recommendedin Preference to FloweringPlants.

Th° improvement of Illinois roadsides
s receivings* considerable attention, and
he division of landscape extension at
he I.'niversity of Illinois receives freuentrequests f n advice oti methods
f doing such work. F'rof. 1». Allison
f that university reported reeeutlj
hat one of the best things to do along
>p6n country roads with hare earth
anks was to disk, smooth and seed
he slopes with timothy, clover and
>t her perinaneni grasses. lie recomnendsencouraging the school children
o do this work. for the attention to it
equired at any time (iocs not amount
o much, hut must he given rather frejvie.nt|y.
Tree planting should he made to countm with the local conditions. 'Mi the
pen prairie he recommends planting
dms and sycamores on alternate sides
it intervals «.f forty rods, the voting
n-es ^nouid no noil shaped. high head

<1and have trunks not over two inches
11 diameter. The soil should be spaded
leeply. and if it is poor some rich black
artli should be hauled in to give the
'oung tree a good start. The saplin.tr
hould have a strong guard and should
>e a few feet from the fence line. It
nust have some care during the first
ew years. The ground should lie well
ultivated. and it is desirable to place
heavy mulch of mown grass about it

n a circle of three or four feet ratiius.
>ut not touching the trunk.
111 addition to trees, Prof. Allison advisessetting out such native shrubs as

.'iburnurns. dogwoods, sumacs and the
slder. but be gives the following waningregarding flowering plants: "The
jouncing bet, yarrow, butterfly weed
md compass plant are gorgeous in
hem selves, in the well eared for perenlialgarden or park, but we are. not
ustifled in leaving millions of unsightynoxious weeds to go to seed and be
icattered far and wide over cultivated
ields for the sake of a few scattered
vild flowers along an ordinary roadride."
MEMBERSHIP INCREASING.

rwenty-One Additional Names on

District A. A. A. Club Rolls.
Another big jump upward is recorded
or the membership roster of the a. a.
K. District of Columbia Club.
The part week brought the club

*1595
70 horsepower.Eight Cylinder
Seven passenger Touring Car
Aisleu-ay betuseenJrent seats

127-inch wheel base
f. o. b.Jactory
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twenty-or.e ne*- members. as follows:
William .1. Yonderheide. James O'Donnell.Mrs. John !. Taylor. A. Kenyon,
1. A. Pierpont, Benjamin B. Hunt. <"ol
I. W. Dittell. I'. S. A.;Ni. H. Draper,
William T. t'lerk. Bouts Simon. Kdward
Snelgrove. Bear Admiral Benjamin
Tappan. I". s. V: Boss I». Thompson,
Thomas «\ Pollock. J. Heil. I*. S. X
Representative John H Small. J J

I'iritlln. X. lOverett. Mrs. Aaron
French. Fu«ene A Rojsjcenmoser and
.1. X. Ruth.

C. W. Hoover Motor Co. Manager.
«' Walter Hoover has been appointed

sen era manager «»? ine omns .\ioior

Company. Mr. 11«\ ?- lias been identifiedwith the local automobile busi"Gabriel
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] ness for several years. He is a resljdent of the District and a prominent
j member of Almas Temple. Mystic
Shrine. Mr. Combs and Mr. Hoover
returned last night fmm Detroit,
where they have been attending: a conivcntion ..f Chalmers represeniatix ea

during the past week.
A telegram was received last night announcingthat the Chalmers ear will here.after be represented in Washington oy

ihe Combs Motor »'oni|>anj. Mr Hoover
has been identified with that car for the
past year

Detroit Electric Delivery.
A Detroit electric cabriolet, finished

in blue and upholstered in blue leather,
was delivered a few davs ago to WilliamB. Hibbs.
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